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CHAP.  XXII. 

^Journey  to  Phocis*. — 7%e  Pythian  Games. —  The  Temple  and 
Oracle  of  Delphi.  I 

I  shall  frequently  fpeak  of  the  feftivals  of  Greece  j  I  fliall 
often  return  to  thofe  auguft  Solemnities  which  unite  the  va- 
rious nations  of  this  happy  country.  As  they  all  have  many 
ftriking  features,  of  refemblance  to  each  other,  I  may  poffibly 
be  reproached  with  retracing  the  fame  pictures.  But  what 
are  the  narratives  of  the  writers  who  recount  to  us  the  wars 
of  nations,  but  an  uniform  fucceflion  of  fcenes  of  blood  and 
daughter  ?  and  what  pleafure  can  we  derive  from  descriptions 
that  exhibit  men  only  in  the  convulfions  of  fury  or  defpair  ? 
Is  it  not  a  more  ufeful  and  more  pleafing  talk  to  follow  them. 
in  the  hour  of  peace  and  liberty  ;  in  thofe  combats  which  ex- 
hibit and  expand  their  mental  powers  and  their  perfonal 
graces ;  in  thofe  feftivals  in  which  tafte  difplays  all  its  re- 
sources, and  pleafure  all  its  charms  ? 

Thofe  moments  of  happinefs,  fo  happily  contrived  to  fuf- 
pend  national  animofities  %  and  invite  individuals  to  forget 

*  See  the  map  of  Photifc  c  Jfoc*  in  Pancg.  t.  i.  p.  IJ9« 

Vol  II.  A 


2  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 

their  forrows  ;  thofe  moments  fo  delicious  in  anticipation  fron* 
the  hope  of  feeing  them  renewed,  and  fo  delicious  from  the 
impreflion  that  perpetuates  them  in  the  mind  when  they  are 
pail  and  gone ;  thofe  rapturous  moments  I  have  more  than 
once  enjoyed  :  and,  I  freely  confefs,  have  flied  tears  of  de- 
light, at  the  fight  of  thoufands  of  my  fellow-creatures,  united 
by  the  fame  intereft,  abandoning  themfelves  in  concert  to  the 
moil  lively  joy,  and  giving  free  courfe  to  thofe  affetting  emo- 
tions, which  form  the  fublimeft  fpedacle  to  a  foul  endowed 
with  fenfibility.  Such  is  the  fcene  prefented  by  the  Pythian 
games,  celebrated  every  four  years,  at  Delphi  in  Phocis. 

We  fet  out  from  Athens  towards  the  end  of  the  month  E- 
laphebolion,  in  the  third  year  of  the  104th  Olympiad  *.  _  We 
repaired  to  the  iflhmus  of  Corinth,  and  there  embarking  at 
Pagae,  entered  the  gulf  of  Criffa,  the  very  day  the  feftival 
commenced  f- 

Preceded  and  followed  by  a  great  number  of  light  veffels, 
we  made  the  harbour  of  Cirrha,  a  fmall  town  fituated  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Cirphis.  Between  this  mount  and  Parnafius 
runs  a  long  valley,  in  which  chariot  and  horfe  races  are  held. 
The  Pliftus  flows  through  it  amidft  charming  meadows d, 
which  were  then  decorated  with  all  the  various  colours  of  the 
fpring.  After  vifiting  the  Hippodromus  %  we  took  one  of 
the  paths  leading  to  Delphi  $. 

The*  city  prefented  itfelf  to  our  view  in  the  form  of  an  am- 
phitheatre, on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain  f.  Already  we 
difcovered  the  temple  of  Apollo,  and  that  prodigious  quanti- 
ty of  flatues  which  are  fcattered,  in  every  various  direction, 
through  the  edifices  that  embellifh  the  town.  The  gold,  with 
which  moll  of  them  are  covered,  reflefting  the  rays  of  the 


•The  beginning  of  the  year  361 
before  Chrilt. 

f  Thefe  garnet  were  celebrated  in 
the  third  year  of  each  Olympiad,  to- 
wards the  firft  day*  «  f  t!«c  month  Mu- 
rjych  on,  which  in  the  year  I  have  c ho- 
fen  began  on  the  14th  of  \pril  Cot  fin. 
Diff.  Agonift.  in  Pyth.  id.  FaffeAttic.  t. 


iii.  p  a8-.D':dwelI,  de  Cycl.  p  7*9N- 

d  Pind.  Pyth.  od  IO  ▼  a  3.  Ar- 
gum.  Pyth  p.  163.  Pa u fan.  lib.  IO.  p. 
817 

c  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  37.  p.  893. 

J  See  the  plan  of  Delphi  and  its  en- 
virons. 

f  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  418. 
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rifing  fun,  fhone  with  a  refulgence  that  was  vifible  at  a  great 
diftance  *.  At  the  fame  time  were  feen,  flowly  advancing  in 
the  plain  and  over  the  hills,  proceffions  compofed  of  boys  and 
girls,  which  feemed  to  difpute  with  each  other  the  palm  of 
magnificence  and  beauty.  From  the  mountain  heights,  and 
from  the  fea  coafts,  an  immenfe  multitude  were  all  hurrying 
towards  Delphi;  and  the  ferenity  of  the  day,  joined  to  the 
mildnefs  of  the  air  in  this  climate,  added  new  charms  to  the 
pleafing  impreffions  made  on  our  fenfes  from  every  quarter. 

Parnaflus  is  a  chain  of  mountains  ftretching  towards  the 
north,  and  on  the  fouthern  fide  terminating  in  two  points, 
under  which  ftands  the  city  of  Delphi,  which  is  only  fixteen 
ftadia  in  circumference  b  *.  It  is  not  defended  by  walls,  but 
by  precipices,  which  inviroo  it  on  three  fides  K  It  is  placed 
under  the  prote&ion  of  Apollo  ;  and,  with  the  worfhip  of 
this  god,  is  united  that  of  fome  other  deities,  who  are  termed 
the  afTociates  of  his  throne.  Thefe  are  Latona,  Diana,  and 
Minerva-Providens  :  their  temples  are  at  the  entrance  of  the 
city. 

We  Hopped  for  a  moment  at  that  of  Minerva,  and  faw,  in 
the  infide,  a  golden  buckler  prefented  by  Croefus,  king  of 
Lydia ;  and  without,  a  large  brazen  ftatue,-  confecrated  by 
the  citizens  of  Marseilles,  in  Gaul,  in  commemoration  of  ad- 
vantages gained  by  them  over  the  Carthaginians  k.  After 
paffing  near  the  gymnafium,  we  found  ourfelves  on  the  brink 
of  the  Caftalian  fountain,  the  facred  waters  of  which  are  ufed 
to  purify  both  the  minifters  of  the  altars,  and  the  votaries 
who  come  to  confult  the  oracle  '•  From  thence  we  afcended 
to  a  temple,  fituated  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  m,  which 
is  fur  rounded  by*  a  vaft  enclofure,  filled  with  precious  offerings 
made  to  the  divinity. 


t  Jaftin.  lib.  34.  cap.  7. 
h  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  418- 
*  A  .little  more   than  a  mile  and 
three  quarter*. 

i  Juftiii.  lib.  24.  cap.  6. 


kPaufan.  lib.  ic.  p.  817. 
1  Euripid.   in   Ion.  v.   94.     Hcliod. 
.ffithiop.  lib.  2.  p.  X07. 
m  Paufro.  lib.  10.  p.  818. 
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Nations  and  kings  who  receive  favourable  anfwers,  gain 
victories,  or  are  delivered  from  impending  misfortunes,  think 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  ereft,  at  this  place,  monuments  of 
their  gratitude.  Individuals,  crowned  at  the  public  games  of 
Greece,  and  all  perfons  who  have  been  eminently  ufeful  to 
their  country,  or  rendered  it  illuftrious  by  their  genius  or 
abilities,  have  monuments  ere&ed  here  to  their  honour.  Here 
the  traveller  finds  himfelf  furrounded  by  a  people  of  heroes, 
and  reminded  of  the  mod  remarkable  events  of  hiftory.  Here 
the  art  of  fculpture  wines  with  greater  fplendour  than  in  any 
Other  part  of  Greece. 

As  we  were  about  to  begin  our  examination  of  this  immenfe 
collection  of  facred  riches,  a  Delphian,  named  Cleon,  offered 
his  fervice  to  us  as  a  guide.  He  was  one  of  thofe  interpreters 
of  the  temple,  whofe  pnly  occupation  is  to  fatisfy  the  eager 
curiofity  of  ftrangers  n.  But  as  Cleon,  by  continually  expa- 
tiating en  theimofl  unimportant  details,  exhauited  more  than 
once  his  flock  of  knowledge  and  our  patience,  I  mail  abridge 
his  recital,  and  frequently  expunge  the  marvellous  with  which 
he  delighted  to  embellifli  his  narrations. 

The  firft  objeft  we  faw  on  entering  the  enclofure  °  was  a 
fuperb  brazen  bull.  This  bull,  (aid  Cleon,  was  fent  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Corey ra,  and  is  the  work  of  Theopropus  of 
JSgina.  The  nine  ftatues  you  next  fee  were  prefented  by 
the  Tegeatw,  after  they  had  vanquifhed  the  Lacedaemonians ; 
among  them  you  difcover  Apollo,  Victory,  and  the  ancient 
heroes  of  Tegea.  Thofe  oppofite  to  them  wer$  given  by  the 
Lacedaemonians,  after  Lyfander  had  defeated  the  Athenian 
fleet  n$ar  Ephefus.  The  feven  firft  reprefent  Caflor  and  Pol- 
lux, Jupiter,  Apollo,  Diana.,  and  Lyfander,  who  is  receiving 
a  crown  from  the  hand  of  Neptune  ;  the  eighth  is  for  Abas, 
who  was  feothfayer  in  the  army  of  Lyfander ;  and  the  ninth 
for  Hermon,  pilot  of  the  galley  commanded  by  the  general. 
Lyfander  haying  fome  time  after  gained  a  feqond  naval  vie- 

n  Plut.  de  Pyth.  Orac.  %  ii.  p.  395.  1  Id.  Hi  Calumn.  j>.  131. 
^uciao.  in  Phiiojfeud.  $  4.  t.  iii.  p.  33.  |      °  P«ufan,  Lb.  10.  cap.  9.  p.  Jj*$, 
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tory  over  the  Athenians,  at  JEgos  Potamos,  the  Lacedemo- 
nians immediately  fent  to  Delphi  the  ftatues  of  the  pain ci pal 
officers  of  their  army,  and  of  the  chiefs  .of  the  allied  troops. 
They  are  twenty-eight  in  number  j  you  fee  them  behind  thofe 
of  which  I  have  juft  fpoken  p* 

That  horfe  in  brafs  is  a  prefent  of  the  Argives.  The  in- 
fcription  on  the  pedeftal  informs  you,  that  the  ftatues  which 
fur  round  it  are  the  produce  of  the  tenth  part  of  the  fpoils 
taften  from  the  Perfians,  by  the  Athenians,  in  the  plains  o£ 
Marathon.  They  are  thirteen  in  number,  and  all  by  the 
hand  of  Phidias.  Obferve  with  what  fublimity  he  has  exhi- 
bited to  us  Apollo,  Minerva,  The  feus,  Codrus,  and  thofe  an* 
cient  Athenians  who  merited  the  honour  of  giving  their  names 
to  the  tribes  of  Athens.  Miltiades,  who  gained  the  battle, 
inines  confpicuous  amidil  thefe  gods  and  heroes  q* 

The  nations  that  make  thefe  offerings,  frequently  add  to 
the  images  of  their  generals  thofe  of  their  kings,  and  Individ 
duals  who  have  gained  to  themfelves  immortal  glory.  You 
have  another  example  of  this  in  that  group  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  t  ftatues,  confecrated  by  the  Argives  at  different  periods 
and  for  different  victories*  This  is  the  fiat ue  of  Danaus, 
the  moil  powerful  of  the  kings  of  Argps;  this  of  Hyperm- 
neftra  his  daughter  ;  flic  other,  of  his  fon-in-law  Lynceus* 
Here  are  the  principal  chiefs  who  followed  Adraftus,  king  of 
Argos,  in  the  firft  Theban  war ;  there  the  leaders  who  di- 
ftiaguimed  themfelves  in  the  fecond :  here  you  fee  Diomedes, 
Sthenelus,  and  Amphiaraus  in  his  car,  with  his  kinfmaa  Ba* 
ton,  who  is  holding  the  reins  r. 

It  is  impoflible  to  proceed  a  fingle  ftep,  without  being  Hop- 
ped by  mailer-pieces  of  art.  Thofe  horfes  in  brafs,  thofe  de- 
jected captives,  are  the  work  of  Ageladas  of  Argof,  and  a 
prefent  from  the  people  of  Tacentum  in  Italy.  This  figure 
represents  Triopas,  the  founder  of  the  Cnidians  in  Garia  5 
thofe  ftatues  of  Latona,  Apollo,  and- Diana*  ihooting  their 

P  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  9.  p.  8 it.  1      q  Pauian.  lib.  10.  cap.  id.  p.  Sail. 
Pjut.  in  Ljiind.  t.  i.  p.  443.  |      T  W*  ibid,  p-  &«• 

ASij  . 
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arrows  againft  Tityus,  are  an  offering  of  the  fame  peo* 
pie. 

This  portico,  in  which  fo  many  beaks  of  (hips  and  brazen 
bucklers  are  fufpended,  was  built  by  the  Athenians  '.  There 
is  the  rock  on  which  an  ancient  fibyl,  named  Herophila,  is 
faid  to  have  pronounced  her  oracles  c.  That  ftatue  with  a 
breaft-plate  and  coat  of  mail  was  fent  by  tjie  people  ,of  An- 
dros,  and  reprefents  their  founder  Andreus.  The  Phocians 
have  confecrated  this  Apollo,  as  well  as  this  Minerva,  and 
that  Diana ;  the  people  of  Pharfalos  in  Theffaly,  that  eque- 
ftrian  ftatue  of  Achilles  ;  the  Macedonians,  this  Apollo  who 
is  holding  a  hind ;  the  Cyreneans,  that  car  in  which  Jupi- 
ter appears  with  all  the  xnajefty  of  the  fovereign  of  the  gods  u: 
and  laftly,  the  conquerors  at  Salamis,  that  ftatue  twelve  cu- 
bits high  *,  holding  an  ornament  of  a  fhip,  which  you  fee 
near  the  gilded  ftatue  of  Alexander  the  Firft,  king  of  Ma- 
cedon  x. 

Among  this  prodigious  number  of  monuments  have  been 
erected  feveral  fmall  edifices,  to  which  nations  and  individuals 
have  tranfmitted  confiderable  fums,  either  as  offerings  to  the 
god,  or  by  way  of  depofiting  them  in  a  place  of  fafety.  When 
they  are  only  intended  as  a  depofit,  care  is  taken  to  infcribe. 
the  name  of  the  perfons  to  whom  the"  treafure  belongs,  that 
they  may  have  recourfe  to  it  in  cafe  of  need  *. 

Wc  vifitcd  the"  trcafuries  of  the  Athenians,  the  Thebans, 
the  Cnidians,  the  Syracufans,  &c.  z  and  were  convinced  that 
report  had  not  exaggerated  when  it  was  affirmed  that  we 
ftiould  find  more  gold  and  filver  at  Delphi  than  is  contained 
probably  in  all  the  reft  of  Greece. 

In  the  treafury  of  the  Sicyonians,  among  other  Angulari- 
ties, we*faw  a  golden  book  prefented  by  a  woman  named  A- 
riftomache,  who  had  won  the  prize  of  poetry  at  the  Ifthmian 
games  a.     They  fliowed  us  in  that  of  the  Siphnians  a  great 


s  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  1 1 .  p.  825. 

*  Id.  cap.  ia.  p.  82,5. 
u  Id.  cap.  13.  p.  829. 

*  17  French  feet  (or  18  Englifli). 
x  Hcrodof.  lib.  8.  car.  121. 


y  Xcnoph.   Expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  5.  p. 

349. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  11.  p.  823. 
a  Tlut.  Sympof.  lib.  j.  t,  ii.  p.  67 J. 
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quantity  of  gold,  the  produce  of  the  mines  they  Worked  for- 
merly in  their  ifland  b  ;  and  in  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  A* 
eanthus  fome  iron  obelilks,  prefented  by  Rhodope  the  couri 
tezanc.  Is  it  poflible,  exclaimed  I,  that  fuch  an  offering 
could  have  been  acceptable  to  Apollo  ?  Stranger,  faid  a  Greek, 
whom  I  did  not  know,  to  me,  Were  the  hands  that  raifed 
thcfe  trophies  more  pare  ?  You  have  juft  read  on  the  gate  of 
the  afylum  in  which  we  now  are :  Thi£  inhabitants  of  a- 
canthus  vanquishers  of  the  Athenians4;    and  elfewherefc 

THE  ATHENIANS  VANQUISHERS  OF  THE  CORINTHIANS  ;  THE 
PHOCIANS  OF  THE    TH  ESS  ALLANS  ;     THE    ORNEATJE    OF  THE  SI- 

tYoNiAWs,  &c.  Thefo  ^fcriptions  were  written  with  the 
blood  of  a  million  of  Greeks.  The  god  is  f unrounded  only 
with  monuments  of  our  folly  and  madnefs  c ;  and  you  are  a- 
ftoniflied  that  his  priefls  dould  accept  the  offering  of  a  cour- 
tezan ! 

The  richeft  of  all  the  treafuries  is  the  Corinthian.  In  that 
is  preferved  the  greater  part  of  the  offerings  made  by  differ- 
ent princes  to  the  temple  of  Apollo;  We  there  found  the 
fomptuous  prefents  of  Gyges  king  of  Lydia,  among  which 
the  moft  remarkable  are  fix  large  craters  of  gold  *,  of  the 
weight  of  thirty  talents  f  f . 

The  liberality  of  this  prince,  faid  Cleon  to  us,  was  entirely 
eclipfed  by  the  munificence  of  Croefus,  one  of  his  fucceflors, 
who,  on  confulting  the  oracle,  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  the 
anfwer  he  received,  that  he  fent  to  iJclphi,  ill,  one  hundred 
and  fevehteen  femi-plinths  J  of  gold,  a  palm  thick ;  moft  of 
them  fix  palms  in  length,  and  three  broad,  each  weighing  two 
talents,  except  four,  which  weighed  only  a  talent  and  a  half. 
You  will  fee  them  in  the  temple.     By  the  manner  in  which 


b  Paafair.  lib.  10.  cap.  II.  p.  813. 

c  Plot,  dc  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  400. 

d  Pluc.  in  Lyfand.  c.  i.  p.  433. 

e  Plut.  dc  Pyth.  ut  fupra. 
,  *  The  crater*  were  large  vafes  in  the 
(nape  of  cups  >n  which  the  ancient* 
mixed  their  wine  and  water. 

f  Hcrodot.  lib.  X.  cap.  1*4; 


f  See,  as  well  refpe&ing  thU  article 
as  the  following,  the  table  of  Attic 
weights,  and  the  note  which  ii  at  th« 
end  of  the  volume. 

;  By  plinth  i*  generally  underftood 
an  architectural  ornament,  confiding  of 
a  member,  in  the  form  of  a  fmall 
fojiare  ublet. 
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they  were  difpofed,  they  feryed  as  a  bafe  for  a  lion  of  the 
fame  metal,  which  fell  down  at  the  time  the  temple  was  burnt, 
which  happened  a  few  years  after.  You  have  it  before  your 
eyes.  It  then  weighed  ten  talents  ;  but,  fince  it  has  been  da- 
maged by  the  fire,  it  now  weighs  no  more  than  fix  and  a  half  *. 

2dly,  Two  large  craters,  the  one  of  gold,  weighing  eight 
talents  and  forty- two  minse ;  the  other  of  filver,  containing 
fix  hundred  amphorae.  You  have  feen  the  firft  in  the  trca- 
fury,  of  the  Glazomenians ;  the  fecond  you  will  fee  in  the 
veftibule  of  the  temple  b. 

3dly,  Four  filver  vafes  in  the  fliape  of  barrels,  and  of  a  very 
confide rable  fize  '•     You  fee  all  the  four  in  this  place  k. 
4thly,  Two  large  ewers,  one  of  gold,  the  other  of  filver  '. 
5thly,  A  golden  ftatue,  representing,  it  is  faid,  the  woman 
who  made  the  bread  of  this  prince.     This  ftatue  is  three  cu- 
bits high,  and  weighs  eight  talents  m. 

6thly,  To  thefe  offerings  Croefus  added  a  number  of  filver 
ingots,  the  necklaces  and  girdles  of  his  wife,  and  other  not 
lefs  valuable  prefents. 

Cleon  next  Ihowed  us  a  golden  cratera  fent  by  the  city  of 
Rome,  in  Italy,  to  Delphi n  ;  and  afterwards  the  necklace  of 
Helen  °.  We  enumerated  likewife,  in  the  temple,  and  in  the 
different  treafuries,  three  hundred  and  fixry  phials  01  cups  of 
gold,  each  weighing  two  minae  p  *. 

All  theft  treafures,  together  with  thofe  I  have  not  mention* 
ed,  amount  to  a  prodigious  fum,  of  which  fome  idea  may  be 
formed  from  the  following  fad.  Some  time  after  our  journey 
to  Delphi,  the  Phocians  feized  on  the  temple,  and  the  gold 
and  filver  which  they  melted  into  bullion,  were  eftimated  at 
upwards  of  ten  thoufand  talents  q  f. 


£  Herodot.  lib.  I.  cap.  30.  Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  452. 

J>  Herodot.  lib.  1.  cap.  jr. 

1  Plar.  id  Syll.  t.  i.  p.  459. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  1.  cap.  5 1 .) 

Wd.  ibid. 

m  Id.  ibid.  Plut.  dc  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii. 
J>.  401. 

"  J-iv.  lib.  5.  cap.  2$.    Plat,  in  Ca- 


mifl.  t.  i.  p.  133. 

0  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  458. 

P  Id.  ibid.  p.  452. 

•  2  pounds  3  ounce*. 

4  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  45J. 

f  More  than  fifty-four  millions  of 
litres  (or  above  two  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufacd  pounds  Ster- 
ling). 


Ld  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  9 

On  coming  out  of  the  Corinthian  treafury,  we  continued  to 
run  over  die  monuments  of  the  facrcd  precinft.  Here,  faid 
Glean,  is  a  group  that  merits  your  attention.  Obferve  with 
what  rage  Apollo  and  Hercules  are  difputing  for  a  tripod  ; 
and  with  what  carneftnefs  Latona  and  Dipna  endeavour  to  re- 
train the  former,  and  Minerva  the  latter r.  Thefe  five  fta- 
tues,  executed  by  three  artifts  of  Corinth,  were  confecrated 
in  this  place  by  the  Phocians  *.  This  tripod,  ornamented 
with  gold,  and  fupported  by  a  brazen  dragon,  was  offered  by 
the  Greeks  after  the  battle  of  Platwa '.  The  Taren tines  of 
Italy,  after  fome  advantages  gained  over  their  enemies,  fent 
thefe  eqneftrian,  and  thofe  other  pedeftrian  ftatues.  They 
xeprefent  the  principal  chieftans  of  the  vidors  and  the  van- 
quished u.  The  brazen  wolf  which  you  fee  near  the  princi- 
pal aljar  x,  is  the  gift  of  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi ;  and  that 
palm-tree,  and  this  Minerva,  of  the  fame  metal,  the  ofifering 
of  the  Athenians*  The  Minerva  formerly  was  gilt,  as  well  as 
the  fruit  of  the  palm-tree ;  but,  about  the  time  of  the  expedi- 
tion into  Sicily,  fome  ravens  gave  a  prefage  of  the  defeat  of 
the  Athenians  by  plucking  off  the  fruit  from  the  tree,  and 
piercing  the  buckler  of  the  goddefs  y.  \ 

As  we  feemed  to  entertain  fome  doubt  refpe&ing  this  fact/ 
to  corroborate  it,  Cleon  added :  Why,  was  not  this  column, 
which  flood  near  the  ftatue  of  Hiero,  king  of  Syracufe,  thrown 
down  the  very  day  of  the  death  of  that  prince  ?  Did  not  the 
eyes  fall  out  from  the  ftatue  of  that  Spartan,  a  few  days  be- 
fore he  periflied  at  Ae  battle  of  Leuftra*?  and,  about  the 
fame  time,  did  not  the  two  golden  ftars  which  Lyfander  had 
dedicated  in  honour  of  Gaftor  and  Pollux  difappear*  ? 

Thefe  examples  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  U9,  that,  to  avoid 
being  overwhelmed  with  others,  we  refolved  to  leave  Cleon 
in  peaceable  pofleffion  of  his  fables*     Mark  well,  continued 


r  Paufan.  lib.  f  o.  cap.  13.  p.  830. 

8  Hcrodoc.  lib.  8.  cap.  27. 

*  Paufaji.  lib.  10.  cap.  Ij.p.  839. 

u  Paufao.  ibid. 

x  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  833, 


y  Plut.  in  Nic.  t.  i.  p.  531.  Paufaii. 
lib.  10.  cap.  15.  p.  834. 

2  Plut.  dc  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  397. 

*  Cicer.  de  Divia.  lib.  I.  cap.  34, 
t.  iii.  p.  19. 
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he,  the  marble  that  covers  the  ground  on  which  yon  tread- 
This  is  the  central  point  of  the  whole  earth  b  ;  the  point  that 
is  equidiflant  from  the  places  where  the  fun  rifes,  and  thofe 
where  he  fets.  It  is  faid  that,  to  difcover  this,  Jupiter  dif- 
patched  two  eagles  from  thofe  two  extremities  of  the  world* 
which  met  together  precifelj  at  this  fpot c. 

Cleon  did  not  fpare  us  a  tingle  infcription  ;  but  principally 
directed  our  attention  to  the  oracles  pronounced  by  the  prieft- 
efs,  which  are  ftudioufly  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  the  public  d  3 
taking  care  to  lay  particular  ftrefs  on  fuch  as  had  been  jus- 
tified by  the  event. 

Among  the  offerings  of  the  kings  of  Lydia,  I  forgot  to 
fpeak  of  a  large  filver  cratera,  fent  by  Alyattes,  the  bafe  of 
which  dill  excites  the  admiration  of  the  Greeks  %  perhaps 
from  its  proving  the  recency  of  the  arts  in  Greece.  This 
bafe  is  of  iron,  in  the  form  of  a  tower,  and  wider  at  the  bot- 
tom than  at  top  ;  it  is  of  perforated  work,  and  feveral  ani- 
mals at  play  are  feen  through  the  foliage  with  which  it  is  or- 
namented. The  different  parts  of  it  are  not  joined  by  nails  ; 
it  is  one  of  the  firft  works  in  which  folder  was  ufed.  It  is 
attributed  to  Glaucus  of  Chios,  who  lived  near  two  centuries 
ago,  and  firft  difcbvered  the  fecrct  of  foldering  iron. 

Our  attention  was  attracted  by  an  infinity  of  other  monu- 
ments. We  had  feen  the  ftatue  of  Gorgias  the  rhetorician  % 
and  the  innumerable  ftatues  of  the  viftors  in  the  different 
games  of  Greece.  But  if  the  eye  be  flruck  with  the  mag- 
nificence of  fuch  a  quantity  of  offerings*colle&ed  together  at 
Delphi,  it  is  not  lefs  aitoniftied  at  the  excellence  of  their 
workmanfhip  g  ;  for  almofl  all  of  them  have  been  confecrated 


b  JEichyl.  in  Chocph.  v.  1036.  Eu- 
rip.  in  Oreft.  v.  330. ;  in  PhcenifT. 
v.  244.;  in  Ion.  ▼.  223.  Plat,  do  Rep. 
lib.  4- 1.  ii.  p.  427. 

c  Pa  u  fan.  lib.  10.  p.  835.  Pindar. 
Pyth.  4.  v.  6.  Schol.  ibid.  Strab.  lib.  9. 
p.  419.  Plut.  dc  Orac,  Def.  t.  ii.  p.  409. 

a  Diotl.  Sic.  lib,  16.  p.  428.  Vand. 
de  Orac.  p.  138.  ct  175. 

c  Hcrodot.  lib.  1.  op.  *$j  Panfan. 


lib.  10.  p.*  834.  Plut  dc  Orac.  Dcf.  t.  ii. 
p.  436.  Hcfcgand.  ap.  A  then.  lib.  5. 
p. air. 

f  Hcrmip.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  ir.  cap. 
15.  p.  505.  Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3. 
cap.  32.  t.  i.  p.  310.  Paufan.  lib.  10. 
cap.  18.  p.  842-  Vater.  Max.  lib.  8- 
cap.  15.  in  Extern. 

&  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  419. 
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in  the  laft  or  prefent  century,  and  were  in  general  executed 
by  the  ableft  fculptors  who  have  appeared  in  both  ages. 

From  the  facred  precinft  we  entered  the  temple  which  was 
built  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  h  *,  the  ancient 
one  having  been  deftroyed  by  fire.  It  was  rebuilt  by  order 
of  the  Amphi&yons  +,  and  the  architect,  Spintharus  of  Co-* 
rinth,  undertook  to  fyiifh  it  for  the  fum  of  three  hundred  ta« 
lents  f.  Three  fourths  of  that  fum  were  raifed  by  a  tax  on 
the  different  cities  of  Greece,  and  the  other  fourth  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Delphi,  who,  in  order  to  furnifh  their  contin- 
gent, made  a  collection  of  pious  donations  even  in  the  remot- 
cft  countries.  An  Athenian  family  added  likewife,  at  its  own 
expence,  feveral  embellilhments  not  in  the  original  plan  *. 

The  edifice  is  built  of  a  very  beautiful  ftone,  but  the  fron- 
tifpiece  is  of  Parian  marble,.  On  the  pediment,  two  Athe- 
nian fculptors  have  reprefented  Diana,  Latona,  Apollo,  the 
Mufes,  Bacchus*  and  other  divinities  k.  From  the  capitals 
of  the  columns  are  fufpended  feveral  kinds  of  gilded  armour; 
and  efpecially  bucklers  offered  by  the  Athenians  in  memory* 
of  the  battle  of  Marathon  (. 

The  veftibule  is  decorated  with  paintings  which  reprefent 
the  battle  of  the  giants  and  the  gods,  the  combat  between 
Hercules  and  the  hydra,  and  that  of  Bellerophon  with  the  chi-  ' 
maera  ■•  We  fee  there  likewife  a  number  of  altars  n,  a  buft 
of  Homer  °,  fome  veffels  of  luftral  water  p,  and  other  large 
veffels  for  mixing  the  wine  and  water  made  ufe  of  in  liba- 
tions q.  On  the  .wall  are  inferibed  feveral  fhort  fentences, 
fome  of  which  are  attributed  to  the  feven  Grecian  fages. 
They  contain  moral  maxims,  and  have  the  appearance  of  ad- 


h  Mem.  de  1'  Acad,  dee  Bell.  Let. 
t.  II*.  p.  150. 

•  Towards  the  year  513  before  J.  C. 

f  Thefe  were  deputies  from  differ- 
ent cities,  who  aflembled  every  year  at 
Delphi,  and  had  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
temple.  I  fhaU  fpeakof  them  hereafter. 

t  i,£o€>,ooolivre*  (66,6661. 13^.); 
hot  the  talcot  being  of  greater  value 
at  that  time  thanafterward^fomcthing 


may  be  added  to  this  eftimation. 

i  Herodot.  lib.  2.  cap.  1 80. ;  lib.  5. 
cap.  62.     Paufan.  lib.  10.  p.  811. 

k  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  19.  p.  842. 

I   M. ibid.  JECch'm.in  Ctefiph. p. 446. 

m  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  19c. 

B  Id.  ibid.  v.  118  . 

o  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  19.  p.  857. 

P  Heliod.  JEthtop. 

q  Herodot.  lib.  1.  cap.  51. 
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monitions  given  by  the  gods  to  all  who  come  to  worihip 
them r.     The  divinity  himfelf  feems  to  fay,  Know  thyself- 

TOO    MUCH    OF   NOTHING.         MISFORTUNE    CLOSELY    PURSUES 
THEE. 

A  word  of  two  letters,  placed  over  the  gate,  has  given 
occafion  to  various  explanations  ;  but  the  moft  fkilful  inter- 
preters difcover  in  it  a  profound  meaning.  Its  real  fignifica- 
tion  is,  Thou  art  ;  a  confeiSon  of  the  nothingnefs  of  man, 
and  a  homage  worthy  of  tbe  divinity,  to  whom  alone  apper- 
tains exigence  $. 

In  the  fame  place  we  read,  on  a  tablet  fufpended  on  the 
wall,  thefe  words,  infcribed  in  large  characters  :  Let  no  one 

APPROACH  THESE  PLACES,  EUT  WITH  PURE  HANDS  '• 

I  fhall  not  flop  to  defcribe  the  interior  riches  of  the  temple; 
they  may  be  judged  of  from  thofe  of  the  outfide.  I  fhall,  only 
oHfcrve,  that  we  there  fee  a  coloflal  ftatue  of  Apollo,  in  brafs, 
confecrated  by  the  Amphidyons  u  ;  and  that,  amid  the  ftatues 
of  the  gods,  the  feat  in  which  Pindar  fang  the  hymns  he  had 
compofed  in  honour  of  Apollo  is  preferved,  and  fliown  to  thofe 
who  vifit  the  temple  x.  Such  circumftances  I  particularly* 
notice,  to  (how  how  highly  genius  is  honoured  by  the  Greeks. 

Within  the  fan£tuary  is  a  ftatue  of  Apollo,  in  gold  ?,  and 
that  ancient  oracle,  the  anfwers  of  which  have  fo  often  de- 
cided on  the  fatte  of  empires.  The  difcovery  of  this  was  made  j* 
by  accident.  Some  goats  ftraying  among  the  rocks  of  mount 
Parnaffus,  and  approaching  a  fiflure  in  the  earth  that  emitted 
unwholefome  exhalations,  axe  fajid  to  have  been  fuddenly  af- 
fected with  extraordinary  and  convulfive  motions  z.  The 
ihepherds  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  flocking 
to  fee  this  prodigy,  breathed  the  fame  vapour,  experienced 
the  fame  effefts,  and,  in  their  delirium,  propounced  broken . 


r  Plat,  in  Alcib.  I.  1. 11.  p.  124.  et 
129.  Id.  in  Chirm,  p.  164.  Xcnoph. 
Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  796.  "  Paul*,  lib.  i*. 
p.  857.     Pliii.  lib.  7.  cap.  3a.  p.  393. 

*  Plut.de  TEI.  t.  ii.  p.  384. 

*  Lucian.  dc  Sacrif.  §  13.  t.  i.  p.  536. 
Id.  in  Hermot.  §  if.  t.  i.  p.  75c. 


u  Piod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  433- 

x  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  34*  p.  858. 

y  id.  ibid. 

z  Pluf.  dc  Orac.  Def.  t.  ii.  p.  433- 
Paufan.  ib.  cap.  5.  g.  809.  Diod.  Sic. 
lib,  16.  p.  4*7' 
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and  unconne&ed  phrafes.  Thefe  words  were^ittftantly  taken 
for  predictions,  and  the  rapour  of  the  cavern  was  fuppofed 
to  be  a  divine  breath  which  unveiled  the  fecrets  of  futurity  *  *• 

Several  minifters  are  employed  in  the  temple.  The  firft 
-who  prefents  himfelf  to  the  eyes  of  ft  rangers,  is  a  joung  man, 
frequently  educated  from  his  earlieft  years  clofe  to  the  very* 
altar,  and  always  obliged  to  live  in  the  moil  fcrupulous  con- 
tinence* It  is  his  office  to  attend  to  the  cleanlinefs,  as  well 
as  decoration,  of  the  holy  places b.  As  foon  as  day  ap- 
pears, he  repairs,  followed  by  perfons  who  work  under  his 
orders,  to  a  little  facred  wood,  to  gather  branches  of  laurel, 
and  form  them  into  crowns,  which  he  affixes  to  the  gates 
and  walls,  and  hangs  round  the  altars  and  the  tripod  whence 
the  Pythia  pronounces  her  oracles  ;  he  draws  water  from  the 
fountain  Caftalia  to  fill  the  vafes  in  the  veftibule,  and  to 
fpriakle  within  >$he  temple  ;  he  next  takes  his  bow  and  qui- 
ver to  chafe  away  the  birds  that  perch  upon  the  roof  of  the 
edifice,  or  on  the  ftatues  that  are  within  the  facred  pre* 
cinft. 

The  functions  of  the  prophets  are  of  a  more  exalted  kipd  $ 
they  ft  at  ion  themfelves  near  the  Pythia  c,  collect,  arrange,  and 
interpret  her  anfwers,  fometimes  committing  them  to  other 
minifters,  who  put  them  into  verfe  4. 

Thofe  who  are  called  facred  perfons  participate  in  the  func- 
tions of  the  prophets,  and  are  five  in  number.  This  pried- 
hood  is  perpetual  in  their  family,  which*  pretends  to  deduce 
its  origin  from  Deucalion  e.  Women  of  an  advanced  age  are 
employed  to  take  care  that  the  facred  fire  is  never  extinguifh- 
cd  f,  which  they  are  obliged  to  keep  alive  with  the  wood  of 
the  fir-tree  *•  A  number  of  facrificers,  augurs,  foothfayers, 
and  fubordinate  officers,  add  majefty  and  folemnity  to  the 
worftiip  of  the  god,  and  fcarcely  fuffice  to  gratify  the  eager 


i  Pile.  lib.  a.  cap.  93.  p.  x  1 6. 
*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
t>  £urip.  in  loo.  v.  95.  &c. 
c  Van  Dale  de  Orac.  p.  104.    Mem. 
de  V  Acad,  dei  BelL  Lettr.  t.  iii.  p.  18  J. 
d  Plut,  d*  Pyth.  Orac.  r.  ii.  p,  407. 


Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  4 19. 

c  Plut.  Qaxft.  Gnec.  t.  ii.  p.  492*; 
et  de  Orac.  Uef.  p.  438. 

*  jEfchyl.  in  Choeph.  v.  1037,  Plut. 
in  Num.  r.  i.  p.  66. 

*  Plut.  dsT£I.  t.  ii.  p.  385. 
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curiofity  of  ftrangers  who  refort  to  Delphi  from  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

Befidcs  the  facrifices  offered  as  thankfgivings,  in  expiation 
of  faults,  or  to  implore  the  prote&ion  of  the  divinity,  there 
are  others,  which  mull  precede  the  anfwer  of  the  oracle,  and 
are  themfelves  preceded  by  various  ceremonies. 

While  we  were  liftenlng  to  this  detail,  we  faw,  at  the  foot 
cf  the  hill,  and  in  what  is  called  the  facred  road,  a  great 
number  of  carriages,  filled  with  men,  women,  and  children  h, 
who,  as  foori  as  they  alighted,  formed  their  ranks,  and  advan- 
ced towards  the  temple,  finging  hymns.  They  had  come  from 
Peloponnefus  to  offer  to  the  god  the  homage  of  the  different 
Hates  that  inhabit  that  country.  The  Theoria,  or  proceffion 
of  the  Athenians,  foon  after  followed  them,  aod  was  fuceeed- 
ed  by  deputations  from  feveral  other  cities,  among  which  we 
dilHnguifhed  that  of  the  ifle  of  Chios,  compofed  of  one 
hundred  boys  l. 

In  my  account  of  the  voyage  I  made  to  Delos,  I  (hall  fpeak 
more  at  length  of  thefe  deputations,  of  their  magnificence, 
the  admiration  they  excite,  and  the  luftre  they  add  to  the 
feflivals  which  they  are  fent  to  celebrate.  Thofe  who  now 
came  to  Delphi,  ranged  themfelves  around  the  temple,  pre- 
sented their  offerings,  and  fang  hymns,  accompanied  with 
dances,  in  honour  of  Apollo.  The  chorus  of  the  Athenians 
was  particularly  diftinguilhed  by  the  harmony  of  their  voices, 
and  their  fuperior  knowledge  and  fkill  k. 

Every  inflant  difclofed  new  and  interefting  fcenes.  But 
how  is  it  poffible  to  defcribe  them  ;  or  reprefent  thofe  various 
motions,  thofe  concerts,  thofe  (houts,  thofe  auguit  ceremonies,, 
that  tumultuous  joy,  and  thofe  rapidly  changing  fpedacles; 
which,  by  their  contrails,  gave  to  each  other  new  charms  I 
We  were  hurried  along  to  t\ie  theatre  l,  where  feveral  com- 
petitors in  poetry  and  mufic  were  to-difpute  the  prize.  The 
Amphifiyons  prcfided  at  thefe  competitions  ;  for  they,  at  va- 

h  PIuT.  Qiircft.  Qrxc.  r.  v.  p.  304.       I       '  Plur.  Sympof.   lib.  1.  cap.  4.  t.  ii. 
i  Kcrodof.  lib.  6.  cap.  17.  I  p.  638.      Paufan.  lib.  XC.  cap.  31.  p. 

k  Xcucyh.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  765.     |  877.  • 
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lions  times,  have  inftituted  the  different  games  celebrated  at 
Delphi  B.  They  fuperintend  them,  prcferve  order,  and  ,de* 
cree  the  laurel  to  the  vi&or  n. 

Several  poets  entered  the  lifts.  The  fubje&  of  the  prize 
is  a  hymn  to  Apollo  °,  which  the  author  himfelf  tings,  accom- 
panied with  his  cithara.  Harmony  of  voice,  and  the  art  of 
fuftaining  it  by  melodious  founds,  have  fuch  influence  on  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  and  hearers,  that,  for  want  of  thefe  two 
advantages,  Hefiod  was  formerly  excluded  from  the  compe- 
tition ;  whilft  other  authors,  by  uniting  them  in  an  eminent 
degree,  have  obtained  the  prize,  though  (hey  appeared  with 
-works  not  of  their  own  compofition  p.  The  poems  we  heard 
poflefled  great  beauties,  and  that  which  received  the  crown 
was  fo  violently  applauded,  that  the  heralds  were  under  the 
neceflity  of  commanding  filence.  We  then  faw  the  players 
on  the  flute  advance. 

The  fubjefi  ufually  propofed  is  the  combat  of  Apollo  with 
the  ferpent  Python,  and  it  is  an  indifpenfible  requifite  in  the 
compofition,  that  the  five  leading  circumftances  of  the  con* 
fli&  may  be  diftinguiihed  q.  The  firft  part  is  but  a  prelude  ; 
the  adion  commences  in  the  fecond  ;  and  becomes  animated 
and  terminates  in-  the  third :  in  the  fourth  are  heard  the 
fhouts  of  vidory  ;  and  in  the  fifth,  the  hillings  of  the  monfter 
before  he  expires  r.  No  fooner  had  the  Amphi&yons  adjudg- 
ed the  prize,  tnan  they  repaired  to  the  lladium,  where  the 
foot  races  were  ready  to  begin.  A  crown  was  propofed  for 
thofe  who  fliould  run  the  prefcribed  diftance  fooneft  ;  another 
for  thofe  who  (hould  run  it  twice  ;  and  a  third  for  thofe  who 
fhould  run  it  twelve  times  without  flopping s.  Thcfe  are 
called  the  Angle,  the  double,  and  the  long  courfe.  To  thefe 
different  exerciies  fucceeded  the  race  for  children  r,  that  of 


ra  Paufan.  ibid  cap.  7.  p.  813.  Strab. 
lib.  9.  p.  421. 

0  Pinrt.  Pjnh.4.  t.  118*   Schol.  ibid. 
0  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  421. 
P  Pauhn.  lib;  10.  cap.  7.  p.  8x3. 
4  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  4*1* .    Argum.  in 


Pyth.  Pind.  p.  163.   Hefych.ia.'Awr. 

r  Strab.  ibid.  Poll.  lib.  4.  cap.  ic. 
J  84. 

*  Mem.  dc  I*  Acad.  de<  Eel!.  JLcttr. 
t.  ill.  p.  308.  r.  ix.  p.  386. 

1  P^ulan.lib.  xo.  cap.  7.  p.  814. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


x6 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


men  armed,  wreflling,  boxing  tt,  and  feveral  of  tbofe  combats 
which  I  fhall  more  particularly  defcribe  when  I  come  to  fpeak 
of  the  Olympic  games. 

Formerly  the  viftors  were  rewarded  with,  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney z  :  bat  fince  it  has  been  determined  to  confer  higher  ho- 
nours on  them,  they  are  prefented  only  with  a  crown  of  laurel* 
We  fupped  with  the  Theori,  or  deputies  of  the  Athenians. 
Some  of  them  propofed  to  confult  the  oracle,  and  the  next  day 
they  were  to  receive  anfwers  to  their  queftions.  For  the  ora- 
'  cle  can  be  approached  only  on  certain  days  of  the  year,  and 
tfie  pythia  afcfends  the  tripod  but  once  in  a  month  7.  We  de- 
termined likewife  to  interrogate  it  in  our  turn,  from  a  Ample 
motive  of  curiofity,  and  without  the  fmalleft  confidence  in  the 
anfwers  we  might  receive. 

During  the  whole  night,  the  youth  of  Delphi,  difperfed 
about  the  ftreets,  fang  verfes  in  honour  of  the  perfons  who 
had  been  crowned  *.  The  people  made  the  air  ring  with  long 
and  tumultuous  applaufes,  and  all  nature  feemed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  triumph  of  the  vi&ors.  The  numberlefs  echoes 
in  the  environs  of  Parnaflus,  fuddenly  awakened  by  the  found  of 
trumpets,  refounded  their  notes  through  the  caverns  and  the 
valleys  ',  and  repeated  to  each  other  and  bore  afar  the  clamor- 
ous expreffions  of  the  public  joy. 

The  following  day  we  repaired  to  the  temple,  gave  in  our 
queftions  in  writing  b,  and  waited  till  our  turn  of  approach- 
ing the  pythia  was  decided  by  lot c.  No  fooner  had  we  re- 
ceived the  proper  notice,  than  we  faw  her  pals  through  the 
temple d,  accompanied  by  fome  prophets,  bards,  and  facred 
perfons,  who  entered  with  h£r  into  the  fan&iiary.  Melan- 
choly and  dejeded,  me  feemed  to  go  with  relu&ance,  like  a 
vi&tm  dragged  to  the  altar.  She  chewed  laurel e,  and,  as 
£he  pafled,  threw  into  the  facred  fire  fome  leaves  of  it  mixed 


u  Pind.  Mem.  od.  6.  ▼.  60.    Heliod. 
JEthiop.  lib.  4.  p.  159. 
x  Paufan.  ibid. 

*  Plut.  Quxft.  Grsec.  t.  ii.  p.  292. 
2  Pind.  Nem.  od.  6.  v.  66.  Schol.  ib. 
a  Juftio.  lib.  24.  cap.  6. 
*>  Ariftoph.  Schol,  in  PJut.  v.  39.  Van 


DaiedeOrac  p.  116. 

c  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  419.  JEfchyl.  in 
Enm.  v.  32. 

d  Id.  ibid.  v.  42. 

c  Lucian.  in  fiia  Accuf.  §  X.  1. 12. 
P-  79*- 
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with  barley-meal f :  (he  wore  a  wreath  of  it  on  her  head,  and 
her  brow  was  bound  with  a  fillet  * . 

Formerly  there  was  only  one  pythia  tt  Delphi  ^but  fince 
the  oracle  has  become  more  frequented,  three  have  been  ap- 
pointed h ;  and  fince  a  Theflalian  violated  one  of  the  prieft- 
effes,  it  was  decreed  that  they  fhould  be  more  than  fifty  years 
of  age1.  They  officiate  by  turns,  and  are  chofen  from  a- 
xnong  the  lowed  claffes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi  k.  In 
general  they  are  poor  girls  deftitute  of  education  and  expe- 
rience, of  unexceptionable  morals,  and  a  very  limited  under* 
ftauding  *.  They  muft  be  fimply  dreffed,  avoid  the  ufc  o£ 
perfumes m,  and  pafs  their  lives  in  the  praftice  of*  religious 
exercifes. 

A  number  of  Grangers  were  aflembled  to  confult  the  oracle. 
The  temple  was  fur  rounded  by  victims,  bleeding  beneath  the 
iacred  knife,  and  mingling  their  cries  with  the  voices  of  the 
fingers.  The  impatient  defire  of  prying  into  futurity  was 
marked  on  every  countenance,  with  all  that  hope  and  fear  ki- 
feparable  from  fufpenfe. 

One  of  the  priefts  undertook  to  prepare  us.  After  being 
thoroughly  purified  with  the  confecrated  water,  we  offered  a 
bull  and  a  flic  goat.  To  indicate  that  this  facrifice  is  accept- 
able  to  the  gods,  it  is  neceflkry  that  the  bull  fliould  readily 
eat  the  flour  prefented  to  him,  and  that  the  limbs  of  the  goat 
fhould  palpitate  for  fome  moments  after  cold  water  is  thrown 
on  them n.  No  teafon  was  given  us  for  thefe  ceremonies  ; 
but  the  more  inexplicable  they  are,  the  more  do  they  infpire 
^veneration.  The  event  having  proved  the  purity  of  our  inten- 
tions, we  returned  into  the  temple,  with  our  heads  crowned 
■with  laurel  and  bearing  in  our  hands  a  branch  encircled  with 


f  Plot,  de  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  397. 
Id.  dcTEl.  p.  3B5. 

£  Lucid.  Pharfal.  lib.  5.  p.  1 43  et 
170. 

*»  Plat,  de  Orac.  DeL  p.  414. 

i  DioiL  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  428. 

Vol.  II. 


k  Kurip.  in  Ion.  ▼.  93. 

I  Plut.  dc  Pyth.  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  405. 

m  Id.  ibid.  p.  397. 

a  Plut.  dc  Orac.  Dcf.  t.  ii.  p.  435. 
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a  narrow  fillet  of  white  wool  °.  With  this  fymbol  the  fup* 
pliants  approach  the  altars. 

We  were  next  conduced  into  a  chapel,  where,  at  particu- 
lar times,  which,  it  is  faid,  can  neither  be  forefeen  nor  regu- 
lated by  the  priefts,  an  extremely  agreeable  odour  is  perceiv- 
ed «\  Care  is  always  taken  to  point  out  this  prodigy  to  ftran- 
gcrs. 

Prefently  after  the  pried  came  for  us,  and  fed  us  into  the 
fan&uary,  a  deep  cavern  q,  the  walls  of  which  are  ornament- 
ed  with  a  variety  of  votive  offerings*  He  had  jull  taken  down 
from  them  a  fillet  embroidered  with'  crowns  and  vi&ories  r. 
At  firft  we  could  fcarcely  difcern  the  obje&s  around  us  ;  for 
the  incenfe  and  other  perfumes  burning  there,  filled  the  place 
with  a  thick  fmoke  ••  Towards  the  middle  is  an  aperture 
from  whence  iflues  the  prophetic  exhalation,  the  approach  to 
which  is  by  a  gentle  defcent c ;  but  it  is  impoffible  to  fee  it, 
for  it  is  covered  with  a  tripod  fo  f unrounded  with  chaplets  and 
branches  of  laurel u,  that  the  vapour  is  prevented  from  dif- 
perfing  itfelf  in  the  cavern. 

The  pythia,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refuting  to  anfwer  our 
quefiions,  the  priefts  who  furrounded  her  had  recourfe  to  me- 
naces and  even  violence.  Yielding  at  length  to  their  perfua- 
fions,  fhe  feated  herfelf  on  the  tripod,  after  drinking  of  feme 
water  which  flows  in  the  fan&uary,  and  which  poffefles,  as  it 
is  faid,  the  virtue  of  difclofing  futurity  x. 

The  boldeft  colours  would  fcarcely  fuffice  to  paint  the  con- 
vulfions  lyith  which  fhe  was  foon  after  feized.  We  few  her 
bofom  heave,  and  her  countenance  alternately  pale  and  glow- 
ing. All  her  limbs  were  agitated  with  involuntary  motions  T  : 
but  fhe  uttered  only  plaintive  cries  and  deep  groans.     At 


°  Van.  Dale  de  Orac.  p.  114. 

P  Plut.  de  Orac.  Def.  t.  ii.  p.  437. 

q  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  419. 

T  Plut.  in  Timol.  t.  i.  p.  439. 

5  Lucian.  id  Jov.  Trag.  t.  ii  p.  675. 

*  Lucan.  Pharfal.  lib.  5.  v.  159. 


u  Ariftoph.inPlut.v.  39.  SchoLib. 

x  Paufan.  lib.  10.  p.  839.  Lucian. 
in  Bis  Accuf.  t.  ii.  p.  792. 

y  Lucan.  Pharfal.  lib.  5.  ▼.  170. 
Lucian.  in  Jov.  Tragic,  t.  H.  p.  6fyf 
}  30.    Van.  Dale  de  Orac.  p.  154. 
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length,  with  eyes  fparkling,  foaming  mouth,  and  hair  ereft, 
unable  either  to  fupport  the  vapour  that  overpowered  her,  or 
efcape  from  the  tripod  on  which  0ie  was  held  down  by  the 
priefts,  (he  tore  the  fillet  from  her  head,  and,  amidft  the  moft 
dreadful  howling?,  pronounced  a  few  words,  which  were  ea- 
gerly colle&ed  by  the  priefts.  They  immediately  arranged 
them  in  a  proper  order,  and  delivered  them  to  us  in  writing. 
I  had  afked  whether  I  (hould  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  furvive 
my  friend ;  and  Philotas,  unknown  to  me,  had  propofed  the 
fame  queftion.  The  anfwers  were  obfcure  and  equivocal,  and 
we  tore  them  into  pieces  the  moment  we  got  out  of  the  tem- 
ple. 

Our  hearts  were  now  filled  with  pity  and  indignation j  and 
we  feverely  reproached  ourfelves  with  the  lamentable  condi- 
tion to  which  we  had  reduced  the  unhappy  prieftefs.  The 
funftions  (he  exercifes  are  cruel,  and  have  already  coft  many 
of  thcfe  women  their  lives  2.  The  priefts  know  this j  yet 
have  we  feen  them  multiply  and  calmly  contemplate  the  tor* 
ments  under  which  Ihe  was  finking,  it  is  ftill  more  painful 
to- reflect  that  they  are  rendered  thus  callous  to  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  by  fordid  intereft.  But  for  the  furious  ravings  of 
the  pythia  {he  would  be  lefs  confulted,  and  confequently  the 
liberalities  of  the  people  would  be  lefs  abundant ;  for  an  an* 
fwer  is  not  to  be  obtained  gratuitously  from  the  god.  Such 
as  render  him  only  a  fimple  homage,  muft,  at  lead,  depofit 
cakes  and  other  offerings  a  on  the  altar ;  they  who  wifh  to  con- 
fult  the  oracle,  are  obliged  to  facrifice  animals.  Nay,  fome 
there  are  who  do  not  blufli  on  thefe  occafions  to  difplay  the 
greateft  pomp.  As  a  portion  of  the  vi&ims,  whether  they 
be  rejcfted  or  received,  always  falls  to  the  (hare  of  the  mini- 
fters  of  the  temple,  the  leaft  irregularity  they  difcover  fuf- 
fices  to  exclude  them  ;  and  mercenary  foothfayers  have  been 


*  Plut.  de'Orac.  Def.  t.   ii.  p.  438.,  I      a  Eurip.  in  Ion.  v.  a*6. 
Lacao.  PharC  Ub.  5.  ▼.  116.  [ 
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known,  after  examining  the  entrails  of  an  amifial,  Co  carry 
off  whole  pieces  of  it,  and  order  the  facrifice  to  be  recommen- 
ced*. 

Yet  this  tribute,  impofed  on  the  credulity  of  mankind  dur- 
ing the  whole  year,  and  feverely  exafted  by  the  priefts, 
whofe  principal  revenue  it  forms  c,  is  infinitely  lefs  dangerous 
than  the  influence  of  their  anfwers  on  the  public  affairs  of 
Greece  and  of  the  world.  Who  but  mnft  weep  over  the  mi- 
feries  of  humanity,  when  he  reflects,  that,  befides  the  pretended 
prodigies  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi  make  a  conftant 
traffic  d,  the  anfwers  of  the  pythia  are  to  be  obtained  by  mo- 
ney %  and  that  thus  a  fingle  word,  diftated  by  corrupt  priefts, 
and  uttered  by  a  fenfelefs  girl,  fuffices  to  excite  bloody  wars  f, 
and  fpread  defolation  through  a  whole  kingdom  ! 

The  oracle  requires  of  its  votaries  to  render  to  the  gods 
the  honours  that  are  due  to  them,  but  prefcribes  no  ru!-e  in 
that  fefpeft  ;  and  when  it  is  afeed  which  is  the  beft  form  of 
worlhip,  uniformly  anfwers  :  ••  Conform  to  the  received  re- 
ligion of  your  country  *."  It  requires  men  alfo  to  refpeft  the 
temples ;  and  denounces  heavy  punifhments  againft  all  who 
violate  them,  or  feize  on  the  property  appertaining  to  them  : 
of  this  I  (hall  give  an  example. 

The  plain  which  extends  from  Mount  Parnaffus  to  the  fea, 
belonged,  about  two  centuries  ago,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Cirrha  ;  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  deprived  of  it 
fufficiently  proves  the  nature  of  the  vengeance  here  exercifed 
againft  afts  of  facrilege.  Thefe  people  were  reproached  with 
levying  contributions  on  the  Greeks  who  landed  on  their  ter- 
ritory in  their  way  to  Delphi ;  they  were  accufed  like  wife  of 
having  made  inroads  into  the  lands  belonging  to  the  temple  h. 


b  Enphr.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  9.  cap.  6. 
•  p.  380.  Van  Dale  dc  Orac.  cap.  y 
p.  106. 

c  Lnclau.  in  Phalar.  2.  §  8.  t.  ii. 
p.  204. 

d  Plat,  in  Nic.  t.  i.  p.  532. 

c  Hcrodou  lib.  6.   caj .  65.    Put. 


in  Demofth.  t.  i.  p.  854.  Paufin.  lib* 
3.  p.  213.  Polysen.  Stratag.  lib.  I. 
cap.  16. 

f  Id.  lib.  1.  cap.  SZ» 

*  Xenoph.  Memor.  lib.  4.  p.  803. 

h  Paufan,  lib.  xo.  p.  894. 
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The  oracle,  confulted  by  the  Arnphjftyons  refpe&ing  die  fpe~ 
cies  of  puni(hment  merited  by  the  guilty  perfons,  ordered 
them  to  be  purfued  night  and  day,  their  country  to  be  ra- 
vaged, and  themfelves  reduced  to  fervitude*  Several  flares 
inCUntly  flew  to  arms.  The  city  was  razed,  and  the  harbour 
deftroyed :  the  inhabitants  were  either  put  to  death  or  load- 
ed with  chains  ;  and  their  rich  fields  being  confecrated  to  the 
temple  of  Delphi,  an  oath  was  taken  never  to  cultivate  them, 
nor  build  houfes  on  them,  with  the  following  dreadful  impre- 
cation :  "  May  the  individuals,  and  the  nations  who  ft  all 
dare  to  infringe  this  oath,  be  accurfed  in  the  fight  of  Apollo, 
-and  of  the  other  divinities  of  Delphi ;  may  their  lands  never 
bear  any  fruit ;  may  their  wives  and  flocks  bring  forth  only 
monfters ;  may  they  periih  in  battle ;  may  they  mifcarry  in 
all  their  enterprifes  ;  may  their  generations  become  extinct 
with  them  ;  and,  while  they  live,  may  Apollo  and  the  other 
deities  of  Delphi  rejecl,  with  horror,  their  prayers  and  their 
facrifices  '•" 

The  next  day  we  defcended  into  the  plain,  to  fee  the  horfe 
tad  chariot  races  k.  The  Hippodromos,  the  name  of  the 
{pace  allotted  for  the  courft ,  is  fo  vail,  that  no  lefs  than  forty 
chariots  have  fo  me  times  been  known  to  contend  for  the  vic- 
tory '•  We  law  ten  ftart  at  once  from  the  barrier10,  but  few 
of  which  returned,  die  reft  being  daihed  to  pieces  againft  the 
goal,  or  broken  in  the  middle  of  the  courfe. 

When  the  races  were  ended,  we  returned  to  Delphi,  to  be 
prefent  at  the  funeral  honours  which  the  Theoria  of  the  TEni- 
aaes  propofed  to  render  to  the  manes  of  Neoptolemus,  and  at 
the  ceremonies  which  were  to  precede  them.  This  people, 
who  reckon  Achilles  among  the  number  of  their  ancient 
kings,  and  pay  peculiar  refpedl  to  the  memory  of  that  hero 
and  his  fon  Neoptolemus,  dwell  near  Mount  (Eta,  in  Theflaly. 


JEfchis.  in  Ctejiph.  p.  445-  I      l  ?»»**•  Pyth.  5.  v.  65. 

k  Paufan.  lib.  ie.  cap.  37.  p.  893.   I      m  Sophod.  io  ELe&r.  v.  703, 


Sophocl.  in  Ele&r.  v.  70$  ct  731. 
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Every  fourth  year  they  fend  a  deputation  to  Delphi,  not  only 
to  offer  facrifices  to  the  deities  of  the  place,  hut  to  make  li- 
bations, and  to  pray  upon  the  tomb  of  Neoptolemus,  who  pe- 
rifhed  here,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  by  the  hand  of  Oreftes 
fon  of  Agamemnon  *.  The  firil  of  thefe  duties  they  had  dis- 
charged the  day  before  ;  and  they  were  now  about  to  acquit 
themfelves  of  the  fecond. 

Polyphron,  a  young  and  rich  Theffalian,  was  at  the  head 
"  of  the  Theoria.  As  he  pretended  to  derive  his  defcent  from 
Achilles,  he  was  defirous  to  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
with  a  fplendour  that  might  juftify  fuch  high  claims.  The 
proceffion  opened  by  a  hecatomb  really  confiding  of  one  hun- 
dred oxen0,  fome  of  them  with  gilded  horns,  and  others 
crowned  with  flowers  and  garlands.  Ti;ey  were  led  by  the 
fame  number  of  Theffiilians,  clothed  in  white,  with  axes  on 
their  moulders.  Other  victims  followed,  and  muficians  were 
placed  at  intervals  who  played  on  different  inftruments.  Next 
appeared  fome  Theffalian  women,  whofe  charms  att rafted 
every  eye.  They  walked,  with  meafured  fteps,  finging  hymns 
in  honour  of  Thetis,  mother  of  Achilles,  and  bearing  in 
their  hands,  or  on  their  heads,  baikets  filled  with  flowers* 
fruits,  and  precious  aromatics.  They  were  followed  by  fifty 
young  Theflalians  mounted  on  fuperb  horfes,  whitening  their 
bits  with  foam.  Polyphron  was  no  lefs  distinguished  by  the 
majeftic  graces  of  his  perfon,  than  by  the  magnificence  of  his 
apparel.  When  the  proceffion  arrived  before  the  temple  of 
Diana,  the  prieftefs  made  her  appearance,  with  the  infignia 
end  attributes  of  the  goddefs,  having  a  quiver  over  her  ftioulder, 
and  in  her  hands  a  bow  and  lighted  flambeau.  She  mounted 
her  car,  and  clofed  the  proceffion,  which  continued  to  proceed 
in  the  fame  order  as  far  as  the  tomb  of  Neoptolemus,  fituated 
in  an  enclofure  on  the  left  of  the  temple  p. 


n  Heliod.  JEthiop.  lib.  a.  p.  223.       I      r  Paufan.  lib.  Z0.  cap.  44.  p.  85ft, 
0  \4,  Ub.  3.  p.  127. 
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The  Theflalian  horfemen  three  times  made  the  circuit  of 
the  tomb*  The  Theflalian  girls  uttered  long  groans,  and  the 
other  deputies  mournful  cries.  A  moment  after  the  fignal 
was  given,  and  all  the  vidims  fell  at  once  around  the  altar* 
Their  extremities  were  cut  off  and  placed  on  a  large  pile,  on 
which  the  priefts,  after  reciting  fome  prayers,  made  their  li- 
bations ;  after  which  Polyphron  fet  fire  to  it  with  the  torch 
he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  the  prieftefs  of  Diana. 
The  claims  which  the  minifters  of  the  temple  have  on  certain 
portions  of  the  vidims  were  then  fatisfied,  and  the  remainder 
referved  for  an  entertainment,  to  wjiich  the  priefts,  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  Delphi,  and  the  Theori,  or  deputies  of 
the  other  Grecian  cities,  were  invited  *•  We  were  admitted 
to  it ;  but  in  the  mean  time  took  a  ftep  to  die  Lefche,  which 
prefented  itfelf  to  our  view. 

This  is  an  edifice,  or  portico,  fo  named  becaufe  it  is  the 
place  in  which  people  meet  to  converfe  or  tranfaft  bufiixfs r. 
We  there  found  feveral  pictures  expofed  to  the  public  eye,  in 
a  kind  of  emulative  exhibition,  which  has  been  ufual  about 
a  century  *.  But  we  were  lefs  attentive  to  thefe  than  to  the 
paintings  which  decorate  the  walls.  They  are  by  the  hand 
of  Polygnotus  of  Thafos,  and  were  confecrated  in  this  place 
by  the  Cnidians  c. 

To  the  right,  Polygnotus  has  reprefented  the  taking  of  Troy, 
or  rather  the  confequences  of  that  event :  for  he  has  chofen 
the  moment  when,  glutted  with  carnage,  almoft  all  the  Greeks, 
are  preparing  to  return  to  their  native  homes.  The  field  of 
the  pi&ure  includes  not  only  the  infide  of  the  city  feen  through 
the  walls,  the  deftru&ion  of  which  is  completing,  but  the  fea 
more,  near  which  are  feen  the  veffel  of  Menelaus  ready  to  fet 
fail,  and  the  tent  of  that  prince  which  is  beginning  to  be 
taken  down.     A  variety  of  groups   are  diftributed  in  the 


*  Eurip.  in  Ton.  v.  1131.     Heliod.  |      '  Plin.  lib.  35.  cap.  9.  t.  it.  p.  690. 
vEthiop.  lib.  3.  p.  133  et  134.  I      l  Paufaii.   et  Plin.  ibid.    PIttt.  (Jc 


r  fau&n.  Ub.  10.  cap.  25.  p.  859.      |  Orac  Def.  t.  ii.  p.  41a* 
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market-place,  in  the  ftreets,  and  on  the  fea-ihore.  Here  Helen 
is  feen,  accompanied  by  two  of  her  women,  (unrounded  by 
feveral  wounded  Trojans,  whofe  misfortunes  flae  has  cccafion-* 
ed,  and  feveral  Greeks  who  dill  feem  to  contemplate  her 
1  eauty  with  admiration.  Further  on,  Caflander  appears  feat- 
cd  on  the  ground,,  in  the  mid  (I  of  UlyiTes,  Ajax,  Agamcm* 
non,  and  Meiielaus,  who  are  reprefented  (landing  motionlcfs 
near  art  altar  :  for  the  general  chsra&er  of  this  picture  is  that 
gloomy  fiience,  that  fearful  repofe,  into  which  both  the  vic- 
tors and  the  vanquished  mull  neccfUrily  fink,  when  the  for- 
mer are  wearied  of  their  cruelties,  and  the  latter  of  rheir  ex- 
iftencc.  Neoptolemus  alone  has  not  yet  fatiated  his  ven- 
geance, and  is  dill  feen  purfuing  fome  feeble  Trojans.  This 
figure,  above  all,  attracts  the  eyes  of  the  fpe&ator  5  and  fuch 
dpubtlefs  was  the  intention  of  the  artift,  as  he  painted  it  foT  a 
place  contiguous  to  the  tomb  of  that  hero. 

It  is  impoffiblc  not  to  feel  the  (Irongeft  emotions  of  terror 
and  compaflion,  when  we  view  the  body  of  Priam,  and  thofe 
of  the  principal  Trojan  chiefs,  extended  on  the  earth,  cover- 
ed with  wounds,  and  forfaken  by  all,  a  mid  ft  the  ruins  of  a 
city  once  fo  flour i firing.  The  fame  emotions  are  alfo  ftrongly 
felt  at  the  fight  of  a  child  in  the  arms  of  an  old  (lave,  who 
puts  his  little  hand  before  his  eyes,  to  hide  from  them  the  fur- 
rdunding  obje&s  of  horror ;  of  that  other  child,  who,  feized 
with  terror  and  coniiern?,tion,  is  running  to  embrace  an  al- 
tar ;  and  of  thofe  Trojan  women,  who,  feated  on  the  ground, 
and  aim  oil  piled  upon  each  other,  appear  (inking  beneath  the 
weight  of  their  deiiiny.  Among  the  number  of  thefe  captives, 
are  two  daughters  of  Priam,  and  the  wretched  Andromache, 
holding  her  (on  upon  her  knees.  The  painter  has  let  us  fee 
the  affliction  of  tlie  youngeft  of  the  princefles  ;  but  of  that 
of  the  two  others  the  imagination  can  only  judge  :  their  heads 
are  covered  with  a  veil. 

At  this  moment,  it  occurred  to  us  that  great  praife  had 
been  bellowed  on  Timanthes,  for  having  thrown  a  veil  over 
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the  head  of  Agamemnon,  in  his  facrifice  of  Iphigenia.  The 
fame  image  had  already  been  employed  by  Euripides  u,  who 
had  borrowed  it,  no  doubt,  from  Folygnotus.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  in  one  of  the  corners  of  the  picture  I  have 
been  describing,  we  read  this  inscription  by  Simonides : 
"  Polygnotus  of  Thafosf  fon  of  Aglaophon,  has  reprefented 
the  deft  ruction  of  Troy  x."  This  infcription  is  in  verfe,  as 
are  alinoft  all  thofe  intended  to  preferve  the  memory  of  cele- 
brated names  or  events. 

On  t2ie  oppofite  wall,  Polygnotus  has  painted  the  defcent  of 
Ulyfles  into  hell,  conformably  to  the  relation  given  by  Ho* 
raer  and  other  poets.  The  principal  objects  are  the  bark  of 
Charon,  the  evocation  of  the  ghoft  of  Tirefias",  Ely fi inn  f. lied 
with  heroes,  and  Tartarus  crowded  with  the  wicked.  In  this 
piece  we  may  remark  a  new  and  dreadful  fpecies  of  punifh- 
meat  deftined  by  Polygnotus  for  unnatural  children  j  one  of 
which  he  has  introduced  in  his  picture,  and  has  reprefented 
his  father  ftrangling  him  y.  I  obferved  likewife,  that  to  the 
torments  of  Tantalus  he  has  added  one  by  which  this  mifer- 
able  prince  is  kept  in  a  perpetual  (late  of  apprebenfion.  He 
has  placed  over  him  an  enormous  rock,  which  every  moment 
threatens  to  fall  upon  his  head ;  but  this  idea  he  borrowed 
from  the  poet  Archilochus  *. 

Thefe  pictures,  the  firfl  of  which  contains  upwards  of  an 
hundred  figures,  and  the  fecond  more  than  eighty,  produce  a 
noble  effect,  and  give  a  high  idea  of  the  genius  and  fkill  of 
Polygnotus.  The  perfons  round  were  employed  in  exagge- 
rating their  defects  and  beauties  * ;  but  it  was  admitted  by  all, 
that  the  artift.  had  treated  his  vaft  and  fublime  fubjects  with  fo 
much  judgment  as  to  produce  in  each  picture  a  rich  and  mag- 
nificent whole. 


u  Enrip.  Iphig.  in  Aul.  ▼.  ijj  o.  J       a  Quintil.  lib.  I  a.  cap.  10.    Lucian, 

*  Paulai).  lib.  10.  cap.  17.  p.  866.  J  in   Imag.   t.  ii.    p.  465.      Mem.   de 
7  Id.  ibid.  cap.  a$.  p.  866.  I  I'Acad.  des  Bell.  Letts,  t.  xzvii.    HifL 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  876.  I  p.  49.    <Euv.  dc  Falc  t.  ▼.  p.  I. 
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The  principal  perfonages  are  diftinguifhable  by  their  names, 
written  near  their  figures ;  a  cuftom  which  has  been  laid  afide 
as  the  art  has  been  brought  to  greater  perfection. 

Whilft  we  were  admiring  thefe  works,  a  xnefienger  came 
to  inform  us  that  Polyphron  expected  us  in  the  banquet  hall. 

We  found  him  in  the  centre  of  a  large  fquare  tent,  cover- 
ed and  enclofed  on  three  fides  by  painted  tapeftry,  which 
is  kept  in  the  treafury  of  the  temple,  and  was  borrowed  by 
Polyphron  on  the  occafion.  On  the  ceiling  was  repre- 
sented, on  one  fide,  the  fun  when  nearly  fetting  ;  on  the  o- 
ther,  Aurora  juft  beginning  to  appear ;  and,  in  the  middle, 
Might  in  her  car,  clothed  in  black  crape,  attended  by  the 
moon  and  ftars  :  on  the  other  pieces  of  tapeftry  were  centaurs, 
Jiorfemen  purfuing  flags  and  lions,  and  naval  battles  b. 

The  entertainment  was  very  fumptuous,  and  lafted  a  con- 
fiderable  time.  Female  muficians  performed  upon  the  flute. 
The  Theffalian  girls  entertained  us  with  delightful  concerts, 
and  the  young  men  exhibited  mock  combats  in  dances  fltilful- 
ly  executed  c. 

Some  days  after,  we  afcended  to  the  fource  of  the  Caftalian 
fountain,  the  delicioufly  cool  and  pure  ftreams  of  which  form 
beautiful  cafcades  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain.  The 
fountain  gufhes  forth  from  between  two  ridges  of  rocks,  whicb 
overtop  the  city  of  Pelphi d. 

Thence,  purfuing  our  way  towards  the  north,  f  the  dis- 
tance of  more  than  fixty  ftadia  *,  we  arrived  at  the  cave  Cory- 
cius,  or,  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  the  Cave  of  the  Nymphs, 
becaufe  confecrated  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  gods  Pan  and  Bac- 
chus e.  The  water  that  drops  from  every  part  forms  little  ri- 
vulets in  it,  which  arc  never  dry.  Though  very  deep,  the 
light  of  day  penetrates  almoft  every  corner  of  it r.      It  is  fo 


b  Euripid.  in  Ion.  v.  1 141* 
c  Hcliod.  ^thiop.  lib.  3.  p,  144* 
d  Paufan.  lib.  xo.   cap.  8.  p.  817. 
Spoil.  Vbyag.  dc  Gr&e,  t.  ii.  p.  $?• 
^heeler,  a  Journey,  &c.  b.  4-  p.  JM» 


About  two  leagues  and  a  half. 


c  JEfchyl.  in  Eumen.  *.  %%, 
lib.  10.  cap.  %%*  p.  878. 
*  Paufan.  ibid. 
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capacious,  that  at  the  time  of  Che  expedition  of  Xerxes, 
the  greateil  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi  made  it  their 
place  of  refuge  K  We  were  {hown,  in  the  environs  a  great 
number  of  grottos,  which  are  held  in  high  veneration ;  for 
in  thcfe  folitary  haunts  every  thing  is  efteemed  facred,  and 
every  place  believed  to  be  the  abode  of  genii b. 

The  road  we  followed  offered  fucceffively  to  our  view  an 
endlefs  variety  of  obje&s ;  plcafing  valleys,  clutters  of  pine 
trees,  lands  capable  of  cultivation,  rocks  menacing  our  heads, 
precipices  yawning  beneath  our  feet,  and  broken  points  of 
view,  from  which  we  looked  down,  at  a  great  depth,  on  the 
adjacent  country.  In  this  landfcape  we  got  a  glimpfe,  near 
Panopeus,  a  town  fituated  on  the  confines  of  Phocis  and  Boc- 
otia,  of  a  number  of  carriages  filled  with  women,  who  were 
alighting  from  them,  and  forming  themfelves  into  circular 
dances.  Our  guides  knew  them  to  be  the  Athenian  Thyades, 
women,  initiated  in  the  myfteries  of  Bacchus,  who  repair  an- 
nually to  join  thofe  of  Delphi,  in  order  to  afcend  the  heights 
of  Parnaffus  in  a  body,  and  there  celebrate,  with  their  accuf- 
tomed  enthufiafm,  the  orgies  of  that  god  !. 

The  extravagance  of  their  devotion  will  not  furprife  thofe 
who  know  how  eafy  it  is  to  inflame  the  lively  and  ardent  ima- 
gination of  the  Grecian  women*  They  have  not  unfrequent- 
ly  been  known  to  fpread  themfelves  like  torrents  over  cities 
and  whole  provinces,  half  naked,  and  with  dilhevelled  locks, 
uttering  the  moil  frightful  bowlings.  A  Angle  fpark  fufficed 
to  produce  thefe  com  bullions.  One  or  two  of  them,  feized 
with  a  kind  of  delirium,  imagined  themfelves  incited  by  di- 
vine infpiration,  and  communicated  their  frantic  tranfports  to 
their  companions.  When  the  fit  was  on  the  decline,  expiations 
and  remedies  reftored  tranquillity  to  >  their  minds  k.     Thefe 


*  Herodoe.  lab.  8.  cap.  36. 

*  JEfcfayl.  id  Eumen.  ▼  23.    Strab. 
!$•  9*  p-  4l7'    X-ucan.  FhaifaL  lib.  5. 

i  Paufca.  lib.  xot  cap.  4.  fp.  806 ; 


cap.  6.  p.  812;  cap.  3a.  p.  876. 

k  Herodot,  lib.  9.  cap.  54.  JEMzn. 
lib.  3.  cap.  42.  Thcopomp.  ap.  Suid. 
in  B«»« ,  ct  ap.  ScboL  Ariftopfi.  in  At, 
v.  963. 
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epidemical  parQxyfms  are  lefs  frequent  fince  real  knowledge 
has  made  a  more  extenfive  progrefs,  though  fome  traces  of 
them  are  Hill  to  be  feen  in  the  feftivals  of  Bacchus. 

Continuing  our  road  between  hills  piled  upon  each  other, 
we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Lycorea,  the  higheft  of  the 
Parnaffian  ridge,  and  perhaps  of  all  Greece1.  Here  it  is  faid 
the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  di ft  rids  took  refuge  to  efcspe 
the  deluge  of  Deucalion01.  We  fet  out  to  reach  the  top  of 
the  mountain ;  but,  after  many  fails,  we  experienced  how 
eafily  we  may  attain  to  certain  heights  on  Parnafius,  bnt  how 
difficult  it  is  to  gain  the  fummit ;  and  we  defcended  to  Elates, 
the  capital  of  Phocis. 

This  little  province  is  environed  by  lofty  mountains,  and 
is  only  acccffible  by  defiles,  at  the  entrance  of  which  the  Pno- 
cians  have  e  reded  fortreffes.  Elatea  defends  them  a  gain  ft 
the  inroads  of  the  Theffalians*  ;  Parapotamii  from  thofe  of 
the  Thebans  °  ;  and  twenty  other  cities,  the  greater  part  of 
which  are  built  on  rocks,  are  enconipafled  with  walls  and 
towers  p. 

To  the  north,  and  eaftward  of  Parnaffus,  we  meet  with 
beautiful  plains  watered  by  the  Cephiflus,  which  riks  at  the 
foot  of  mount  (Eta,  above  the  city  of  Lilac  a.  The  people 
of  the  neighbourhood  affirm,  that  on  certain  days,  and  e- 
fpeeially  in  the  afternoon,  this  river  guflies  forth  from  the 
earth  with  fury,  making  a  noife  like  the  roaring  of  a  bull q. 
Of  this  I  faw  nothing,  but  only  ob&rved  it  filently  glide  a* 
long,  with  frequent  windings  r,  am  id  ft  fields  clad  with  vari- 
ous kinds  of  trees,  grain,  and  pafturage  *.  As  if  attached 
to  its  own  bounties,  it  feeras  reluctantly  to  quit  the  fceaes 
that  it  embellifhes. 


1  Wheeler,  a  Journey,  &e-  bock  4. 
p.  318;  t.  ii.p.  40. 

m  Marm.  Oxon.  epoch.  4.  Prid. 
ibid.    Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  418. 

n  Strab.  ibid.  p.  424. 

0  Plut.  in  SylJ.  t.  i.  p.  46a. 


P  Demofth.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  312. 

1  Paufan.  lib.  1©.  cap.  33.  p.  883. 

r  Hcfiod.  Fragm.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  9, 

r-  424. 

2  Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  33.  ? .  883. 
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The  other  diftrifts  of  Phocis  arc  diftinguMhed  by  particu- 
lar productions.  The  oils  of  Tithorca c,  and  the  hellebore 
of  Anticyra,  a  town  fituated  on  the  Corinthian  fea  u,  are  ia 
high  eftimation.  Not  far  from  thence,  the  fi  flier  men  of  Bulis 
catch  thofe  fhell-fifh  which  are  ufed  for  the  purple  dye r : 
higher  up  we  faw,  in  the  valley  of  Ambryflus,  rich  vine- 
yards, and  a  quantity  of  flirubs,  which  produce  thofe  little 
feeds  that  give  fo  beautiful  a  red  to  woollens  y. 

Each  city  is  independent,  and  poffeffes  the  right  of  fend- 
ing deputies  to  the  general  council,  in  which  the  national  in- 
terests are  di  feu  fled  *. 

The  inhabitants  have  a  great  number  of  feftivals,  temples, 
and  ftatues ;  but  the  honour  of  cultivating  letters  and  the 
arts  they  leave  to  other  nations.  Their  principal  occupations 
are  confined  to  ruftic  labours  and  domeftic  cares.  They  have 
at  all  times  given  ft ri king  proofs  of  characteriftic  valour, 
and,  on  a  particular  occaGon,  exhibited  a  fearful  teflimony  of 
their  love  of  liberty. 

When  on  the  point  of  finking  under  the  power  of  the  Thef- 
falians,  who  had  invaded  their  country  with  fuperior  forces, 
they  conftrutted  a  large  pile,  near  which  they  placed  their 
women,  their  children,  their  gold  and  filver,  and  all  their  va- 
luable effects,  and  left  them  under  the  care  of  thirty  of  their 
warriors,  with  orders,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  to  kill  the  women 
and  children,  to  throw  every  thing  into  the  flames,  and  either 
to  deftroy  each  other,  or  repair  to  the  field  of  battle  end  pe- 
ri(h  with  the  reft  of  the  nation.  The  conflict  was  long,  the 
daughter  dreadful,  the  Theflalians  took  to  flight,  and  the  Pho- 
cians  remained  free  a. 


c  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3*.  p.  881. 

u  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  418.  Plio.  lib. 
215.  cap.  5.  t,  ii  p.  367.  Parian,  ibid, 
cap.  36.  p.  891. 

*  Paukn.  lib.  10.  :jp.  37.  p.  $9$. 


y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  36.  p.  890. 
z  Pauf.  lib.  ic.  cap.  4.  p.  895  ;  cap. 
33.  P.  88a. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1.  p.  800. 
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CHAP.    XXIII. 


Remarkable  Events  in  Greece,  from  the  Tear  3<i  to  tie  Tear 
357  before  Chrift. — Death  of  Agefilaus  King  of  Laceda- 
mon. — Acceffion  of  Philip  to  the  Throne  of  Mace  don.  So- 
cial War. 

During  our  flay  at  the  Pythian  games,  we  more  than  onee 
heard  of  the  laft  expedition  of  Agefilaus  ;  and  on  our  return 
we  learned  his  death  b  *. 

Tachos,  king  of  Egypt,  having  determined  to  invade  Per- 
fia,  affembled  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  which  was 
to  be  ftrengthened  by  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  Greeks,  among 
which  number  were  a  thoufand  Lacedaemonians,  commanded 
by  Agefilaus  c.  It  excited  univerfal  aftonilhment  to  fee  this 
prince,  now  more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  engage  in  fo  dif- 
tant  an  expedition,  and  ferve  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  power. 
But  Lacedaemon  wiftied  to  take  vengeance  for  the  protection 
which  the  king  of  Perfia  had  granted  to  the  Meffenians. 
She  pleaded  obligations  to  Tachos,  and  had  befides  hopes 
that  this  war  would  re  (lore  liberty  to  the  Greek  cities  of 
Afiad. 

To  thefe  motives,  which  perhaps  were  only  pretexts  with 
Agefilaus,  were  added  others  perfonal  to  himfelf.  His  active 
mind,  unable  to  fupport  the  idea  of  a  peaceful  life,  and  an 
obfcure  death,  fuddenly  beheld  a  new  path  opening  to  his 
genius,  and  he  feized  with  the  more  avidity  this  opportunity 
of  retrieving  the  luftre  of  his  glory,  tarniihed  by  the  fuccefs 
of  Epaminondas,  as  Tachos  had  promifed  to  confer  on  him 
the  command  of  the  whole  army  c. 

He  left  Lacedaemon.  The  Egyptians  expected  him  with 
impatience.     On  the  news  of  his   arrival,  the   chief  men  of 


b  Diod.Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  401. 

*  In  the  3d  year  of  the  104th  O- 
Jympiad,  correfponding  with  the  years 
36*  and  361  before  Chrift. 


c  Pint,  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  616. 
d  Xenopb.  ia  Agef.  p.  663. 
c  Id.  ibid. 
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the  nation,  mingled  with  the  multitude,  eagerly  thronged 
round  a  hero,  who,  for  fixch  a  feries  of  years,  had  been  fo 
loudly  celebrated  by  fame  f. 

On  their  arrival  on  the  fliore,  they  found  a  little  old  man, 
of  an  ignoble  figure,  feated  on  the  ground,  in  the  midft  of  a 
few  Spartans,  whofe  appearance,  as  negligent  as  his  own, 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  diftingui(h  the  fubjefts  from^he  fo- 
vereign.  The  officers  of  Tachos  difplayed  before  him  the 
prefents  of  hofpitality,  confifting  of  various  forts  of  provi- 
fions,  Agefilaus  made  choice  of  fome  coarfe  eatables,  and 
diflributed  the  mo  ft  delicate  diihes,  as  well  as  the  perfumes, 
among  the  (laves.  The  fpe&ators  burft  out  into  immoderate 
laughter ;  and  the  wifeft  among  them  contented  themfelves 
with  teftifying  their  contempt,  and  quoting  the  fable  of  the 
Mountain  in  Labour  *. 

His  patience  was  foon  put  to  a  dill  ruder  trial.  The  king 
of  Egypt  refufed  to  intruft  him  with  the  command  of  his 
troops.  He  paid  no  attention  to  his  counfels,  and  fubje&ed 
him  to  every  mortification  that  haughty  infolence  and  peurile 
vanity  can  infpire.  Agefilaus  patiently  awaited  the  moment 
of  extricating  himfelf  from  the  ftate  of  degradation  into 
which  he  had  fallen  ;  nor  did  he  long  feek  for  an  opportunity* 
The  troops  of  Tachos  revolting,  formed  themfelves  into  two 
parties,  each  of  which  affumed  the  power  to  name  a  fucccflbr 
to  his  crown  fc.  Agefilaus  declared  himfelf  in  favour  of  Nec- 
tanebus,  one  of  the  pretenders  to ,  the  throne.  He  directed 
him  in  all  his  meafures  ;  and,  after  eftabltfhing  his  authority, 
quitted  Egypt,  laden  with  honours,  arid  carrying  with  him 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  talents  *,  fent  by  Nedla- 
nebus  as  a  prefent  to  the  Lacedaemonians.  A  violent  tem- 
ped obliged  him  to  take  fhelter  on  a  defert  part  of  the  coaft 
of  Libya,  where  he  died,  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  '. 

f  Plut.  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  616.  I      *  1,242,000  livrct  (51,7501.) 

S  Jd.  ibid.     Nep.  in  Agef.  cap.  8.      I      »  Plut.  in  Agcf.  t.  i.  p.  618.    Id, 

fc  Xenoph.  in  Agef,  p.  663.  I  Apophth.  i.acon.  t.  ii.  p.  215. 
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Two  years  after  *,  an  event  took  place,  which,  though  ft 
efcaped  the  attention  of  the  Athenians,  was  deftiaed  to  change 
the  face  of  Greece,  and  of  the  known  world. 

Hitherto  the  connections  between  the  Macedonians  and 
Greece  had  been  but  (lender,  no  diftin&ion  being  made  by 
the  policed  dates  of  the  latter  country  between  them  and 
the  other  barbarous  nations,  with  whom  they  were  perpet u- 
ally  at  war.  The  fovereigns  of  Macedon  were  formerly  ad- 
mitted to  enter  the  lids  at  the  Olympic  games,  only  on  pro- 
ducing their  titles,  by  which  they  derived  their  defccnt  from 
Hercules  k. 

ATcheJaus  afterwards  attempted  to  introduce  into  his  dates 
a  tafte  for  letters  and  the  arts*  Euripides  was  invited  to  bis 
court,  and  Socrates,  if  he  had  chofeu  to  accept  the  offer, 
might  there  have  found  an  afylum. 

The  lad  of  thefe  princes,  Perdiccas,  fon  of  Amyntas,  had 
lately  been  cut  off  with  the  greater  part  of  his  army,  m  a 
battle  with  the  lllyrians.  On  this  news,  his  brother  Philip, 
whom  I  had  feen  when  a  ho  it  age  among  the  Thebans,  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  his  guards,  repaired  to  Macedon,  and  was 
appointed  guardian  to  the  fon  of  Perdiccas  '• 

The  kingdom  was  now  menaced  with  approaching  ruin. 
Intefttne  divifions  and  multiplied  defeats  had  rendered  it  an 
objeft  of  contempt  to  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  which 
feeroed  to  confpire  together  to  accelerate  its  ruin.  The  Peeo- 
mans  made  incurfions  on  the  frontiers  ;  the  lllyrians  collect- 
ed their  forces,  and  meditated  an  invafion ;  two  competitors, 
equally  formidable,  and  both  of  the  royal  houfe,  afpired  to 
the  throne  ;  the  Thracians  maintained  the  claims  of  Paufa- 
nias  ;  and  the  Athenians  fent  a  fleet  and  army  to  affert  thofe 
of  Argeus.  The  people  in  condernation  beheld  only  exhault- 
cd  finances,  a  handful  of  difpirited  and  undifciplined  foldiers, 

*  Under  the  •rchonihip  of  Calli-  I      k  Heiodot,  lib.  5.  cap.  %2 ;  lib.  9-. 

medes,  the  firtt  year  of  the  105th  O-  |  cap.  45- 

lympud,  correfpondiog  with  the  years         l  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  407.    Juftift 

360  and  359  before  Cbrift.  1  lib.  7.  cap.  5. 
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the  fceptre  in  the  hands  of  an  infant,  and  by  the  fide  of  the 
throne,  a  regent  fcarcely  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

Philip  confulting  his  own  powers  rather  than  the  forces  of 
the  kingdom,  undertook  to  render  his  nation  what  Epami- 
noudas,  his  model,  had  rendered  the  Thebans.  A  few  flight 
advantages  taught  the  troops  fufficient  confidence  in  them- 
felves  to  aft  with  courage  j  and  the  people  of  Macedon  no 
longer  to  defpair  of  the  ftate.  He  prefently  introduced  order 
into  the  different  departments  of  adminift ration  ;  new- model* 
led  the  Macedonian  phalanx ;  and  engaged;  by  prefents  and 
promifes,  the  Pasonians  to  retire,  and  the  king  of  Thrace  to 
facrifice  to  him  Paufamas.  He  next  marched  againft  Argeus; 
defeated  him,  and  d  if  mi  fled,  without  ranfom,  the  Athenian 
prifoners  "\ 

Though  Athens  now  fuftained  her  greatnefs  only  by  the 
influence  of  her  ancient  fame,  flie  was  not  to  be  treated  with 
contempt;  She  had  well-founded  pretenfions  on  the  city  of 
Amphipolis  in  Macedonia,  and  the  mod  evident  interefl  in 
averting  her  right.  It  was  one  of  her  colonies,  and  important 
in  point  of  commerce,  ad  it  was  through  that  channel  that 
fhe  obtained  her  {hip  timber,  her  wool,  and  other  articles  of 
merchandife  from  Upper  Thrace.  After  many  revolutions,  ' 
Amphipolis  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Perdiccas,  brother, 
of  Philip  ;  and  it  could  not  be  re  do  red  to  its  ancient  mailers, 
without  giving  them  a  footing  in  Macedonia,  nor  kept  with- 
out forcing  them  into  a  war*  Philip,  therefore,  declared  it 
independent,  and  figned  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Athe- 
nians* in  which  that  city  was  not  mentioned.  This  filence 
left  the  contracting  parties  in  poffeffion  of  their  refpective 
claims  n. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  fucceflfcs,  oracles  were   rumoured  a- 
mong  the  people,  which  declared  that  Macedon  mould  refume 

m  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  *6.  p.  408.  I      H  Id.  lib.  16.  p.  403.  Folysen.  Stra- 

I ! 


1  tag.  lib.  4.  cap.  a.  §  17. 

Vol.  11. 
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hs  ancient  fplendour  under  a  fon  of  Amyntas.  Heaven  had 
promifed  a  great  man  to  Macedonia ;  and  the  genius  of  Phi- 
lip feemed  to  point  him  out  °.  The  nation,  perfuaded  that, 
even  by  the  declaration  of  the  gods  themfelves,  he  alone 
ought  to  govern  who  was  able  to  defend  them,  in  vetted  him 
with  the  fovereign  authority,  of  which  they  deprived  the  foa 
of  Perdiccas. 

Encouraged  by  their  choice,  Philip  united  part  of  Peeonia. 
to  Macedon;  defeated  the  Illyrians,  and  obliged  them  to 
retire  within  their  ancient  limits  p.  He  foon  after  made  him- 
felf  matter  of  Amphipolis,  which  the  Athenians,  in  the  in*. 
terval,  had  fruitlefely  endeavoured  to  retake,  and  of  fonae 
adjoining  cities,  in  which  they  hadg  arrifons q.  Athens* 
occupied  with  another  war,  was  neither  able  to  prevent  nor 
N  to  avenge  hoftilities,  which  Philip  knew  how  to  colour  with 
fpeeious  pretexts. 

But  nothing  contributed  more  to  augment  his  power,  thaa 
the  difcovery  of  feme  gold  mines,  which,  when  worked,  an- 
nually produced  him  upwards  of  a  thoufand  talents  r  * ;  he 
afterwards  employed  this  wealth  to  corrupt  the  principal  era*. 
tors  and  ftatefmen  of  the  Grecian  republics. 

I  have  faid  that  the  Athenians  were  obliged  to  (hut  their 
eyes  to  the  firft  hoftilities  of  Philip.  The  city  of  Byzantium, 
and  the  ifles  of  Chios,  Cos,  and  Rhodes,  had  recently  form- 
ed a  league,  to  withdraw  themrfelves  from  their  dependence  *  +. 
The  war  commenced  with  the  fiege  of  Chios.  Chabrias  com- 
manded the  fleet,  and  Chares,  the  land  forces c.  The  former 
enjoyed  a  reputation  acquired  by  numerous  great  adions. 
He  was  only  reproached  with  executing  with  too  much  ar- 
dour, proje&s  formed  with  too  much  circumfpe&ion  u.     AL- 

°  Juftin.  lib.  7.  cap.  6.  .  hundred  thoufand  livres  (225,000 1.) 

P  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  409.  |       *  Diod.  ibid.  p.  412.     Detaofth.  pr* 

4  Id.  ibid.  p.  41a.  Polyxn  Stratag.     Rhod.  Libert,  p.  144. 


lib.  4.  cap.  2.  §  17 

r  Strab.  lib  7.  p.  331  Senec.  Quxft. 
Nat  lib  5.  cap.  15.  Diod.  Sic.  ibid.  p. 
408  ct  413 

*  Upwards  of  five  millions   four 


f  In  the  3d  year  of  the  icjth  0- 
lympiad,  before  Chrift  358  and  357, 
t  Diod.  Sic  lib.  16.  p.  412. 
u  Plut.  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  ps  744. 
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»oft  his  whole  life  had  been  paffed  at  the  head  of  armies,  and 
far  from  Athens,  where  the  fame  of  his  opulence  and  merit 
excited  much  jealoufy  x.  The  following  anecdote  will  give 
an  idea  of  his  military  talents.  He  was  on  the  point  of  being 
defeated  by  Agefilaus.  The  mercenaries  in  his  army  had  fled, 
and  the  troops  of  Athens  were  ready  to  give  way  and  follow 
t^heir  example.  In  this  critical  moment  he  commanded  them 
to  kneel  on  one  knee,  cover  themfelves  with  their  bucklers, 
and  prefent  their  pikes.  The  king  of  Laced aemon,  furprifed 
at  a  manoeuvre  never  before  pra&ifed,  and  thinking  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  attack  this  phalanx  of  iron,  gave  the  fignal 
of  retreat.  The  Athenians  decreed  a  ftatue  to  their  general, 
and  allowed  him  to  be  reprefented  in  the  attitude  which  had 
faved  them  from  the  difgrace  of  a  defeat  *. 

Chares,  proud  of  trifling  fucceffes  z  and  flight  wounds  a, 
for  which  he  was  indebted  to  chance,  deftitute  befides  of  real 
abilities,  without  modefty,  and  intolerably  vain,  difplayed  a 
moit  offenfive  luxury  both  in  peace  and  war  b  ;  drew  on  htm- 
felf  in  every  campaign  the  contempt  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
hatred  of  the  allies  ;  fomented  dificnfions  among  the  friend- 
ly nations,  and  robbed  them  of  their  treafures,  of  which  he 
was  at  once  covetous  and  lavifh  c.  He  even  carried  his  au- 
dacity to  fuch  a  height  as  to  embezzle  the  pay  of  the  foldiers 
to  corrupt  the  orators  d,  and  to  give  entertainments  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  preferred  him  to  all  the  other  generals  e. 

Chabrias,  when  he  came  in  light  of  Chios,  unable  to  mo- 
derate his  ardour,  ordered  the  rowers  to  redouble  their  exer- 
tions, entered  fingly  into  the  port,  and  was  immediately  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fleet  of  the  enemy.  After  an  obflinate  re- 
ii  fiance,  his  foldiers  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  to  fwimto 
the  other  galleys  which  were  coming  to  their  afinlance.  Cha- 


x  Thcopomp.  ap.  Athen  lib*  ia. 
530.     Nep.  in  Chabr.  cap.  3. 
Y  Nep.  in  Chabr.  cap.  X. 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib*  15.  p.  385. 

*  Plut.  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  278. 


b  Theop.  ap.  Alhen.  lib.  1%.  p.  $$%• 
c  Plut,  in  Phoc.  t.  i.  p.  747.    Diod* 

ibid.  p.  403. 

d  .ffifchm.  dc  Falf.  Leg.  p.  406. 

.  c  Thcopomp.  ap.  A  then,  ibid, 
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fcrifts  might  have  followed  their  example,  but  he  ehofe  rather 
to  die  than  abandon  his  (hip  f. 

The  fiege  of  Chios  was  undertaken  and  raifed.  The  war 
lafted  four  years  *.  We  fhall  hereafter  fee  in  what  manner 
it  was  terminated. 


CHAP.     XXIV. 
Of  the  Feftivals  of  the  Athenians. 

A  he  early  feftivals  of  Greece  were  characterized  by  joy  and 
gratitude.  The  people  of  the  different  nations,  after  gather* 
ing  in  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  aflembled  to  offer  up  facrifices, 
and  to  indulge  in  that  mirth  which  is  the  natural  '.confequence 
of  plenty  h.  Several  of  the  Athenian  feftivals  bear  the  veftiges 
of  this  origin :  they  celebrate  the  return  of  verdure,  of  the 
harvefts,  the  vintage,  and  the  four  feafons  of  the  year ' ;  and 
as  thefe  ads  of  worfhip  are  addreffed  to  Ceres  and  to  Bacchus, 
the  feftivals  of  thofe  two  divinities  are  more  numerous  thaa 
thofe  of  the  other  deities. 

In  procefs  of  time,  the  commemoration  of  beneficial  or 
illuflrious  events  was  fixed  to  dated  days,  the  more  certainly* 
to  perpetuate  them  to  pofteriiy.  If  we  take  a  view  of  the 
Athenian  calendar  k,  we  fhall  find  in  it  an  abftrad  of  the  an* 
nals  of  Athens,  and  the  events  the  mod  glorious  to  the  city. 
At  one  time,  t  helm  ion  of  the  people  of  Attica  by  Thefeus, 
the  return  of  that  prince  into  his  ftates,  and  the  abolition  of 
debts  which  he  procured,  are  celebrated ;  and,  at  another,  the 
the  battles  of  Marathon  and  3alamis,  or  thofe  of  Platan, 
Naxos,  &c  '. 


•  f  Died.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  4M  Plot, 
in  Phoc.  €.  i.  p.  744.  Nep.  in  Chabr. 
cap.  4- 

£  Diod.  ibid.  p.  424. 

*  Ariftor.  dc  Mot.  lib.  8.  cap.  11.  t. 


11.  p.  no. 
i  Meurf.  Orate.  Per.  Caftclkn.  &e.  . 
*  Plut.  dc  Glor.  Athen.  t.  ii.  p.  34J. 
t  Meurf.  Orasc.  Per. 
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The  birth  of  children  is  a  feftival  for  individuals  m ;  and 
the  enrolling  of  thefe  children  among  the  number  of  the  citi- 
zens, a  national  feftival  ° ;  as  is  alfo,  when,  on  attaining  a 
certain  age,  they  exhibit  public  teftimonies  of  the  progrefa 
they  have  made  in  the  exercifes  of  the  gytnnafium  °.  fiefides 
thefe  feftivals,  which  intereft  the  whole  date,  there  are  others 
peculiar  to  each  town. 

The  public  folemnities  are  either  annual,  or  return  after  a 
certain  number  of  years.  Such  as  were  eft abli died  in  the 
country  from  the  remoteft  periods,  are  diftingui&ed  from  thofe 
which  have  been  recently  borrowed  from  other  nations  p. 
Some  of  them  are  celebrated  with  extraordinary  magnificence* 
On  certain  occaGons,  I  have  feen  three  hundred  oxen  led  in 
folemn  pomp  to  the  altars  q.  Upwards  of  eighty  days  f,  loft 
to  induftry  and  ruftic  labours,  are  dedicated  to  fpe&acles  cal- 
culated to  divert  the  people  after  their  fatigues,  and  to  attach 
them  to  religion  and  the  government.  Thefe  coniift  of  fa- 
crifices  which  infpire  refpeft  by  the  pompons  apparatus  of 
the  ceremonies  ;  proceffions  in  which  the  youth  of  both  fexes 
advantageoufly  difplay  all  their  charms  ;  theatrical  pieces, 
the  productions  of  the  firft  geniufes  of  Greece ;  dances,  fangs* 
and  combats,  in  which  bodily  ftrength,  ikill,  and  genius  are 
by  turns  exhibited* 

Thefe  combats  are  of  two  kinds  ;  the  gymnaftic  exhibited 
at  the  ftadium,  and  the  fcenic  competitions  at  the  theatre  *♦ 
In  the  former,  the  prize  is  difputed  by  running,  wreftling, 
and  other  exercifes  of  the  gymnafium  ;  and  in  the  latter,  by 
fong  and  dance.  As  thefe  conftitute  the  chief  ornament  of 
the  principal  feftivals t,  I  (hall  proceed  to  give  fome  idea  of 
the  exhibitions  on  the  ft  age. 


20  Id.  ibid,  in  Atnphidr. 
Q  Id.  ibid,  in  Apat. 
°  Id.  ibid,  in  Ofchoph. 
P  Harpocr.  in  'Ertfir. 
'  liber.  Areop.  t.  i.  p.  932. 


r  Ifocrat  Paneg.  t,  i.  p.  14*.  See  the  A- 
thcnian  Calendar, in  Petit,  Corfini,  &c. 
s  Poll.  lib.  3.  cap.  30.  §  14a. 
1  Lyf.  Dcfeuf.  Mun.  p.  374. 
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Each  of  the  ten  tribes  furniihes  a  chorus,  and  a  leader  to 
conduit  it  u«  This  leader,  who  is  named  the  choregus,  mull 
be  at  leaft  forty  years  of  age  *.  The  choice  of  the  performr 
ers  lies  with  him,  and  they  are  generally  taken  from  the 
clafs  of  children,  or  of  youths  *.  It  is  his  intereft  to  have 
an  excellent  player  on  the  flute,  to  dire&  their  voices,  and  an 
able  matter,  to  regulate  their  fteps  and  ge  flu  res  z.  As  it  is 
neceffary  to  eftablifh  the  moft  perfed  equality  between  the 
competitors,  and  as  the  vicTory  frequently  depends  on  the  fu- 
perior  (kill  of  thefe  teachers,  one  of  the  firft  ma.gi ft  rates  of 
the  republic  fees  them  drawn  for  by  lot,  in  prefence  of  the 
different  bands,  and  their  refpeftive  choregi  *• 

Some  months  previous  to  the  festivals,  they  begin  to  exer. 
eife  the  performers  ;  and  the  choregus,  that  they  may  be  con- 
ftantly  under  his  eye,  often  takes  them  to  live  with  him,  and 
provides  for  their  fupport  b.  He  appears  at  the  feftival,  as 
well  as  his  followers,  with  a  gilt  crown,  and  a  magnificent 
robe  c. 

Thefe  functions,  confecrated  by  religion,  are  ftill  farther 
ennobled  by  the  example  of  Ariftides,  Epaminondas,  and  the 
greateft  men,  who  have  deemed  it  an  honour  to  discharge 
them ;  but  they  are  fo  expenfive,  that  many  citizens  refufe 
the  dangerous  honour  of  facrificing  part  of  their  fortunes  \ 
to  the  precarious  hope  of  rifing,  hy  this  means,  to  the  firft 
offices  of  magiitracy* 

Sometimes  a  tribe  is  unable  to  find  a  choregus,  and  in  this 
cafe  the  ft  ate  takes  upon  itfelf  the  expence  %  orders  two  citi- 
zens conjointly  to  fupport  the  burden  f,  or  permits,  the  chore* 
gus  of  one  tribe  to  conduct  the  chorus  «f  another  *.     I  {hall 


u  Argum.  Orat.  in  Mid.  p.  600.  De- 
mofth.ibid.  p.  6cj.  Id.  in  Bocot.  p.  1 00 a. 

x  JEfchin.  in  ttmarch.  p.  263. 

y  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib*  6.  t.  ii.  pi  764. 

z  Demcfth.  in  Mid.  p.  606  et  61  a. 

a  Id.  ibid.  p.  605. 

b  Anciphou.  Orat.  16.  p.  143.    Ul- 
pian.  in  Leptin.  p.  575. 
•   c  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  606  et  613. 


Antiphan.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  5.  p.  103. 

d  Lyf  Defenf.  Mun.  p.  375.  De- 
mofthen.  in  Mid.  p.  605.  Argum.  Orat. 
in  Mid.  p.  600. 

c  Infcript.  Ant.  ap.  Spon.  Voyag.  t. 
ii  p.  $26. 

f  Ariftot.  ap.  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in, 
Ran.  v.  408. 

*  Antiphon.  Orat.  16.  p.  143. 
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add  likewife  that  each  tribe  is  eager  to  obtain  the  beft  poet, 
to  compofe  the  facred  h joins  h. 

The  chorufes  appear  in  the  pomps  or  proceflions  ;  they 
range  themfelyes  around  the  altars,  and  ling  hymns  during  the 
Sacrifice* ;  they  repair  to  the  theatre,  where,  deputed  to  main- 
tain the .  honour  of  their  refpe&ive  tribes k,  their  exertions 
are  animated  by  the  mod  lively  emulation.  Their  leaders 
employ  intrigues  and  corruption  to  obtain  the  vi&ory1.  Judges 
are  appointed  to  decree  the  prize  m,  which  fometimes  is  a  tri- 
pod, carefully  confecrated  by  the  victorious  tribe,  either  in  a  , 
temple  *,  or  in  an  edifice  ereded  on  the  occauon  °. 

The  people,  almoft  as  jealous  of  their  pleafures  as  of  their 
liberty,  wait  the  decifion  of  the  con  ted,  with  the  fame  anxie- 
ty, the  fame  tumult,  as  if  their  mod  important  interefts 
were  the  object  of  difcuffion.  The  glory  refulting  from  the 
victory  is  ihared  between  the  triumphant  chorus,  the  tribe  to 
which  it  belongs,  the  choregus  who  is  at  its  head,  and  the 
mailers  who  have  given  the  preparatory  leffons  p. 

Every  thing  relative  to  thefe  fpeftacles  is  provided  for 
and  fettled  by  the  laws.  They  declare  the  perfons  of  the  cho- 
regus and  the  actors  inviolable  during  thefe  feftivals  q  ;  they 
regulate  the  number  of  the  folemnities  when  the  different 
kinds  of  games,  of  which  the  people  are  fo  paflionately  ena- 
moured, (hall  be  prefented r.  Such,  amongft.  others,  are  the 
Panathenaea  and  the  greater  Diooyfia,  or  Dionyfia  of  the  ci- 

The  former  fall  in  the  fir  ft  month,  which  begins  at  the  fum- 
mer  folftice.  Inftituted  in  the  earlieft  ages  in  honour  of  Miner va, 


fa  Ariiloph.  in  A  v.  v.  1 404.  Schol.  ib. 

j  Plat,  dc  Leg  lib.  7.  t.  ix.  p.  8co. 

k  Ariiloph.  in  Nub.  ▼.  311. 

l  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  604  et  6 1  a. 

n  Id.  ibid.  p.  606. 

*  id.  ibid.  p.  604.  Id.  in  Fxoipp.p. 
1025.  Plut.  in  Ariflid.  t.  i.  p.  318. 
Athco.  lib.  x.  p.  37.  Said,  in  n*9. 
Taylor  in  Marmor.  Sandvic.  p.  67. 


0  Plut.  in  X.  Rhct.  Vit.  t.ii  p.  835. 
Chandl.  Infcript.  p.  48. 

P  l,ucian.  in  Hcrmot.  t.  i.  p.  851. 
Infcript.  Antiq.  ap.  Spon.  Voyag.  t.  ii. 
p.  315  ct  327  ;  ap.  Van  Dale,  de 
Gymnaf.  cap.  5.  ap.  Taylor,  in  Marm, 
Sandvic,  p.  70. 

1  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  n.  61  a. 
r  Id.  ibid.  p.  604. 
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and  revived  by  Thefeus  in  memory  of  the  union  of  all  the 
people  of  Attica,  their  return  is  annual ;  but  they  are  cele- 
brated with  additional  ceremony  and  fplendour  in  the  fifth 
year  *.  The  following  is  the  order  obferved  in  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  remarks  I  made  the  firft  time  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  prefent. 

•  The  people  who  inhabit  the  different  towns  of  Attica 
thronged  to  the  capital,  leading  with  them  a  great  number  of 
victims  deflined  for  facrifices  to  the  goddefs  '•  In  the  morn- 
ing I  repaired  to  trie  banks  of  the  Hiflus,  and  faw  the  horfe 
races,  in  which  the  fons  of  the  firft  citizens  of  Athens  con- 
tended for  the  honour  of  the  victory  u  ;  I  went  to  the  (ladium, 
and  faw  other  young  men  ftruggling  for  the  prize  at  wreflling, 
and  different  cxercifes  of  the  body  *  ;  then  proceeding  to  the 
Odeum,  I  found  there  feveral  mulicians  engaged  in  gentler 
and  lefs  perilous  contefts  y.  Some  executed  pieces  on  the  flute 
or  cithara  ;  others  fang  and  accompanied  their  voices  with  one 
of  thefe  instruments  2.  The  fubjelt  propoftd  to  them  was  the 
eulogium  of  Harmodius,  Ahftogiton,  and  Thrafybulus,  who 
had  refcued  the  republic  from  the  yoke  of  the  tyrants  by  which 
it  was  oppreffed  a  :  for,  among  the  Athenians,  public  inftitu- 
tions  are  fo  many  monuments  for  the  citizens  who  have  ferv- 
ed  the  ftate,  and  leflbns  for  thofe  who  are  called  upon  to  ren- 
der it  fervice.  A  crown  of  olive,  and  a  veffel  filled  with  oil, 
were  the  prizes  beftowed  upon  the  vi&ors  b.  Crowns  were 
afterwards  conferred  on  individuals,  who  appeared  to  the  peo- 
ple to  have  merited  that  mark  of  honour,  by  their  zeal  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country  c. 


s  Meurf.  Panathen.  Coffin.  Faft. 
Attic,  t.  \l  p.  357.  Caftcll.  dc  Fcft. 
Qrxc.  in  Panathcn. 

t  Ariftoph.in  Nub.  v.  t%S-  Schol.ib. 

u  Xcn^ph.  Sympof.  p.  871.  Athcn. 
lib.  4-  P-  168 

x  Dcmoilb.  dc  Coroo.  p.  49*«  Xe- 
aoph.  ibid. 


y  Pint,  in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  160. 

E  Meurf .  Panath.  cap.  10. 

a  Phiioftr.  Vlt.  Apoll.  lib.  7.  cap. 
4-  P-  183. 

b  Ariftot.  ap.  Schol.  SophocJ.  to 
JEdtp.  Colon.  ▼.  730.  Schol.  Pind. 
Nem.  od.  z.  r.l6f.  Meurf.  Panath.  c.  11. 

c  Dcmofth.  de  Cor  on.  p.  49a. 
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I  next  Went  to  the  Certmicus,  to  fee  the  proceffion  pafs  that 
Was  formed  without  the  walls  *,  and  beginning  to  file  off.  It 
Was  compofed  of  different  clafles  of  citizens  crowned  with 
.  chapleta  of  Sowers  %  and  remarkable  for  their  perfonal  beau- 
ty. Among  the  number  were  old  men  of  a  majcftic  and  ve- 
nerable appearance,  bearing  branches  of  olive  f ;  middle  aged 
men*  who,  armed  with  lances  and  with  bucklers,  feemed  on- 
ly to  refpire  War  *  j  youth  from  eighteen  to  twenty,  who  fang 
hymns  in  honour  of  the  goddefs  h  ;  beautiful  boys  clad  in  a 
fim pie  tunic ',  adorned  only  with  their  native  graces ;  and, 
laftly,  girls,  who  were  of  the  firft  families  in  Athens,  and 
whofe  features,  fliape,  and  deportment,  attracted  every  eye  k. 
With  their  hands  they  held  bafkets  on  their  heads,  which  un- 
der a  rich  veil,  contained  facred  Utenfils,  cakes,  and  every 
thing  neceflary  for  the  facrifices  *.  Female  attendants,  who 
followed  them»  with  One  hand  held  over  them  an  umbrella, 
and  carried  in  the  other  a  folding  chair  m.  This  is  a  fpecies 
of  fervitude  impofed  on  the  daughters  of  all  foreigners  fettled 
at  Athens  ;  a  fervitude  they  (hare  in  common  with  their  fa- 
thers and  mothers,  who  likewife  carried  on  their  moulders 
veffels  filled  with  Water  and  honey,  for  the  purpofe  of  liba- 
tions n. 

They  were  followed  by  eight  muficians,  four  of  whom 
played  on  the  flute,  and  four  on  the  lyre  °.  After  them  came 
rhapfodifts  tinging  the  poems  of  Homer  p,  and  dancers  armed 
at  all  points,  who,  attacking  each  other  at  intervals,  repre- 
sented, to  the  found  of  the  flute,  the  battle  of  Minerva  with 
the  Titans  «. 


d  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  57. 

€  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  612. 

f  Xenoph.  Sympof.  p.  883.  Etymol. 
Magn.  ct  Hcfych.  in  0«&A»f . 

S  Thucyd.  ibid.  cap.  58. 

h  Hcliod.  JEthiop.  lib.  I.  p.  18. 

1  Mcurf.  Panatfa.  cap.  24. 

*  Hcfych.  et  Harpocr  in  Kan*?. Ovid. 
Mctamor.  lib.  2.  v.  711. 

1  Ariftoph.  in  Pac  ▼.  948. 

m  Afiftoph,  in  At.  v.  jcco.   Schol. 


ibid.  JElian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6.  cap.  I. 

n  iElian.  ibid.  Harpocr.  in  Mirwx. 
Id.  et  Hcfych.  in  2««f.  Poll.  lib.  3. 
cap.  4-  §  55- 

0  Drawings  of  Nointel,  preferved  in 
the  king  of  France's  library. 

P  Lycurg.  in  Leocr.  part  2.  p.  1 6 1* 
Plat,  in  Hipp.  t,  ii.  p.  228. 

<J  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  984.  Scho!. 
ibid.  Lyf.  in  Mun-  Accept,  p-  374. 
Meurf.  Panathen.  can.  12. 
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Next  came  a  flrip  that  appeared  to  glide  over  the  gronnd 
by  the  power  of  the  wind,  and  the  efforts  of  a  great  number 
of  rowers,  but  which  really  was  put  in  motion  by  concealed 
machinery r.  The  veffel  had  a  fail  of  light  fluff*,  on  which, 
young  girls  had  represented  in  embroidery  the  vi&ory  of  ML 
nerva  over  the  Titans  c.  On  it  alfo  they  had  depifted,  by  or- 
der of  the  government,  fome  heroes  whofe  illuftrious  deeda 
had  merited  to  be  celebrated  with  thofe  of  the  gods  u. 

This  proceflion  marched  on  with  folemn  fleps,  under  the 
dire&ion  of  feveral  magiftrates  x,  and  traverfed  the  moft  fre- 
quented quarter  of  the  city,  araidft  a  crowd  of  fpe&ators, 
mod  of  whom  were  placed  on  fcaffolds  ereded  for  the  occa- 
sion '.  When  it  had  reached  the  temple  of  the  Pythian  A.p- 
polio  2,  the  fail  of  the  fliip  was  taken  down  and  carried  to  the 
citadel,  where  it  was  depofited  in  the  temple  of  Minerva  a. 

In  the  evening  I  followed  the  crowd  to  the  academy,  to  fee 
the  torch  race.  The  courfe  is  only  fix  or  feven  ftadia  ia 
length  b.  It  extends  from  the  altar  of  Prometheus,  which  ia 
at  the  gate  of  thu  garden,  to  the  walls  of  the  city  c.  Seve- 
ral young  men  are  (lationed  in  this  interval  at  equal  diftan- 
eesd.  When  the  fliouts  of  the  multitude  have  given  the  fig- 
nal  e,  the  firft  lights  his  flambeau  at  the  altar  f,  and  running 
with  it,  hands  it  to  the  fecond,  who  tranfmits  it  in  the  fame 
manner  to  the  third,  and  fo  fucceffively  *.  He  who  fuffers  it 
to  be  extinguished  can  no  more  enter  the  lifts  h,  and  they  wh* 
flacken  their  pace,  are  expofed  to  the  railleries,  and  even  blows, 
of  the  populace  '.     To  guin  the  prize,  it  is  necefiary  to  have 


r  Hcliod.  JEthiop.  lib.  I.  p.  17. 
Philoftr.  in  Sbphift.  lib.  2,  p.  550, 
Mcurl.  Panath  cap.  19. 

s  Harpocr.  in  nitrX. 

c  Plat,  in  fiutyphr.  t.  i.  p.  6.  Enrip. 


t»  Ciccr.  dc  Fin.  lib.  5.  cap.  1.  t.  it 
p  196. 

?  Paufan.  lib.  I.  cap.  30-  p.  75. 
d  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  98. 
c  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  133. 


in  Hccub.  v.  466.  Schol.  ibid  Suid.  in  f  Plut.  in  Solon,  t.  i.  p.  79 


u  Ariftoph.  in  Equit .  v.  5  61.  Schol. ib 

*  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  §  93. 

y  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  167. 

2  Philoftr.  in  Sophoft  lib.  2.  p.  ^30. 

z  Plat,  in  fiutyphr.  t.  i.  p.  6. 


*  Herodot.  ibid.  JESchyl  in  Agam. 
▼  310.  Menrf.  Grace.  Per.  lib.  £.  ia 
Lampad. 

h  Paufan.  lib.  I.  cap.  30.  p.  75. 

i  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  v.  1125.  SchoL 
ibid.    Hefych.  in  Ki(^». 
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paffed  through  the  different  ftations  with  fuccefs.  This  trial 
of  fk.il!  was  frequently  repeated,  and  is  diversified  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  feftivals  *. 

The  candidates  who  had  been  crowned  at  the  different  ex- 
ercifes,  invited  their,  friends  to  tapper1.  Sumptuous  repafts 
were  given  in  the  prytaneum  and  other  public  places,  which 
lafted  till  the  following  day  m.  The  people  among  whom  the 
immolated  vi&ims  were  diftributed  n,  fpread  tables  on  every 
fide,  and  gave  a  loofe  to  their  lively  and  tumultuous  mirth. 

Several  days  of  the  year  are  dedicated  to  the  worfhip  of 
Bacchus  °.  The  city,  the  harbour  of  Piraeus,  the  country, 
and  the  neighbouring  towns,  by  turns  re-echo  with  his  name. 
I  have  more  than  once  feen  the  whole  city  in  a  ftate  of  the 
mod  complete  intoxication  p ;  I  have  feen  Bacchanals  and  Bac- 
chanalian nymphs  crowned  with  ivy,  fennel,  and  poplar,  with 
convulfive  agitations,  dance  and  howl  through  the  ftreets,  and 
invoke  Bacchus  with  barbarous  acclamations  * ;  I  have  feen 
them  tear  the  raw  entrails  of  the  vi&ims  with  their  teeth  and* 
nails,  fqueexe  ferpents  in  their  hands,  interweave  them  in 
their  hair,  twift  them  round  their  bodies,  and  by  fuch  kind 
of  extravagances  attract  the  attention  of  the  terrified  multi- 
tude r. 

Similar  fcenes  are  in  fome  meafure  exhibited  at  a  feftival 
which  is  celebrated  on  the  firft  appearance  of  fpring.  The 
city  is  then  filled  with  ft  rangers  ',  who  repair  thither  in  crowds, 
to  bring  the  tribute  of  the  iflands  fubje&ed  to  the  Athenians  % 
to  fee  the  new  pieces  prefented  at  the  theatre",  and  to  be 
prefent  at  the  games  and  public  (hows,  but,  above  all,  at  a 
proceffion  which  reprefents  the  triumph  of  Bacchus.  In  this 
the  fame  retinue  is  exhibited  with  which  that  god  is  faid  to 


p.  3*8. 


fc  Plat.de  Rep.  lib.  I.  t.  ii 
1  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  168. 
ra  Helibd.  jBtbiop.  lib.  X.  p. 
n  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  385. 
ibid. 
0  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  604. 
f  Plat,  4c  Leg.  lib.  1.  t.  ii.  p,  637 
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q  Demofth.  de  Coroa.  p.  516. 

r  Pluc.  in  Alex.  t.  i.  p.  66 j.  Clem* 
Alex.  Protrept.  t.  i.  p.  11 

5  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  637. 

1  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Acharn.  ▼.  377, 
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Ariftoph.  in  Nab.  v.  311. 
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have  been  attended  when  he  made  the  ctraqueft  of  India : 
men  who  perfonate  fatyrs,  others  who  reprefent  the  god  Pan2 ; 
fome  dragging  goats  along  to  (acrifice  them  J ;  others  mount- 
ed  on  affea  in  imitation  of  Srlenns  z  ;  others  dtfguifed  like  wo- 
men a  j  others  again  carrying  obfcene  figures,  fnfpended  on 
long  poles  b,  and  tinging  the  moil  licentious  hymns  c  :  in  €ne, 
all  forts  of  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  moft  of  them  clad  in  the 
ikins  of  fawns  d,  concealed  under  mafks  e,  crowned  with  ivy, 
either  drunk  or  feigning  to  be  fo  r,  mingling  their  uninter- 
rupted fhouts  with  the  found  of  inftruments ;  fome  agitating 
their  bodies  like  madmen,  and  abandoning  tbemfelres  to  ail 
the  convulfioos  of  fury ;  others  executing  regular  and  military 
dances,  but  holding  vafes  inftead  of  bucklers,  and  throwing 
thyrfi  in  the  manner  of  darts,  with  which  they  fometimes 
menace  and  infult  the  fpe&ators  *. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  ban  s  of  furies,  the  chorufes  deputed 
by  the  different  tribes  advance  in  the  moft  perfect  order  *,  and 
41  number  of  young  women,  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  fami« 
lies  of  the  city,  walk  with  downcaft  eyes  ',  decked  out  in  all 
their  ornaments,  and  bearing  on  their  heads  the  facrcd  bafkets, 
which,  befides  offerings  of  the  earl i eft  fruits,  contain  cakes 
of  different  forms,  grains  of  felt,  ivy  leaves,  and  other  my* 
fterious  fymbols  k. 

The  roofs  of  the  houfes,  which  are  in  the  form  of  terraces, 
are  covered  with  fpedators,  and  efpecially  women,  moft  of 
them  With  lamps  and  torches ',  to  light  the  proceffion,  which 
a! moft  always  begins  its  march  at  night™,  halting  in  the 

x  Plut.  in  AntoD.  t.  i.  p.  926.  Athen.  Demofth.  in  Mid.  p.  632. 

lib.  5.  p.  197.  1       g  Demoft.  ib.  Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  6ji. 

V  Plut.  de  Cap.  Ditrit  t.  ii.  p.  527-  !       h  Plat,  de  Rep.  iib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  47J* 

«  Ulpian.  in  Mid.  p.  688.  i  Ariftoph.  in  Acbarn.  y.  441.  SchoL 

a  Hefych.  in  'tfvf*K  ibid.     Id.  v.  253,  &c. 

b  Hcrodot  lib.  2.  cap.  49.  Ariftoph.  *  Clem.  Alex.  Protrept.  t.  i.  p.  19* 

in  Acbarn.  v.  242.  Caflellan.  in  Dionyf. 

9  Ariftoph.  ibid.  v.  26*.  l  Ariftoph.  m  Acharn.  t.  261.  Ca- 

d  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  ▼.  1242.  Athen. '  faub.  in  4then.  libt  4.  cap.  12. 

lib.  4.  cap.  12.  p.  148.  m  Sophocl.  in  Antigon.    v.    1161. 

c  Plut.  de  Cup.  Divic.  ibid.   Athen.  Schol.  ibid. 

lib.  14.  p.  622.                             4  I 
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fqnares  and  public  places,  to  make  libations,  and  offer  up  vie* 
tims  in  honour  of  Bacchus  a. 

The  day  is  confecratcd  to  different  games.  The  company 
repair  early  to  the  theatre  °,  either  to  be  prefent  at  the  com- 
petitions in  muiic  and  dancing  between  the  chorufes,  or  to  fee 
the  new  pieces  which  the  poets  have  prepared  for  the  oc- 
cafion. 

The  fit  ft  of  the  nine  archons  prefides  at  thefe  feftivals  * ; 
the  fecond  at  other  folemnities  q ;  and  both  have  officers  under 
them  to  relieve  them  in  their  fun&ions  r,  and  guards  to  drive 
all  perfons  from  the  theatre,  or  other  fpe&acles,  who  are  the 
occafion  of  any  diftnrbance  •• 

As  long  as  thefe  feftivals  continue,  the  lead  violence  done 
to  a  citizen  is  criminal,  and  no  creditor  is  allowed  to  profe- 
cute  his  debtor.  All  crimes  and  diforders  committed  at  this 
time  are  Severely  puni&ed  on  the  fucceeding  days1. 

The  women  alone  participate  in  the  feftivals  of  Adonis  *f 
and  in  thofe  which,  under'  the  name  of  Thetmophoria,  are  ce- 
lebrated in  honour  of  Ceres  and  Proferpine  *  :  both  thefe  are 
accompanied  with  ceremonies  which  I  have  more  thaa  once 
defcribed,  or  of  which  I  am  unable  to  penetrate  the  mean- 
ing. 


C  H  A  P.*  XXV. 

Of  the  Houfes  and  Entertainments  of  the  Athenian*. 

&  - 

1  HE  houfes  of  the  Athenians  in  general  confifl  of  two  fets 
of  apartments  j  the  upper  ftory  for  the  women,  and  the  lower 
for  the  men  y.     The  roofs  have  terraces  E,  with  a  large   pro* 


n  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  6xi. 
0  Id.  ibid.  p.  615. 
P  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  §  8p. 
.  in  Cim.  p.  483. 

*  Poll.  ibid.  j.  90. 

r  Dcmofth.  ibid.  p.  6oj. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  631. 
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c  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  604. 

«  Mcurf.  Grace.  Fcr.  lib.  j.  Mem. 
de  PAcad.  det  Brll.  Lettr.  t.  iii  p.  98, 

x  Mem.  de  i'Acad.  des  BcH.  Lettr. 
t.wm.  p  »o$. 

>'  Lyf.  de  Cxd.  Eratofth.  p.  6. 
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je&ion  at  each  extremity  *.    Athens  is  reckoned  to  contain 
upwards  of  ten  thoufand  b. 

A  confidetable  number  have  gardens  behind  them  V  and  in 
the  front  a  fmall  court,  or  rather  a  fort  of  portico  d,  at  the 
end  of  which  is  the  houfe  door,  fo  me  times  intruded  to  the 
care  of  a  eunuch  c.  We  there  find  fomctimes  either  a  figure 
of  Mercury  to  drive  away  thieves  f,  or  a  dog,  who  is  a  much 
more  effe&ual  guard  *,  and  almoft  always  an  altar  in  honour 
of  Apollo,  on  which  the  mailer  of  thp  houfe  facrificcs  on  cer- 
tain days  h. 

Strangers  are  mown  the  houfes  of  Miltiades,  Ariftides, 
Themiftocles,  and  other  great  men  of  the  laft  age.  Formerly 
nothing  diflinguiQied  them  from  the  others  ;  at  prefent  they 
are  confpicuous  from  their  contraft  with  the  fumptuous  edi- 
fices which  men,  deftitute  either  of  fame  or  virtue,  have  had 
the  effrontery  to  ereft  by  the  fide  of  thefe  modeft  habita- 
tions '.  Since  a  tafte  for  building  has  been  introduced  at  A- 
thens,  the  arts  are  conftantly  employed  to  encourage  and  im- 
prove it.  The  (Ireets  are  made  more  ftraight  and  regular  k9 
the  modern  houfes  are  built  with  two  wings,  and  the  apart- 
ments of  the  hufljand  and  wife  placed  on  the  ground  floor; 
they  are  rendered  more  commodious  by  a  judicious  distribu- 
tion of  all  the  parts,  and  more  fplendid  by  a  variety  of  em- 
belliihments. 

Such  was  the  houfe  occupied  by  Oinias,  one  of  the  'molt 
opulent  and  luxurious  citizens  of  Athens,  whofe  oftentation 
and  expenfive  profufion  was  fuch  as  prefently  to  diffipate  his 


a  Ariftot.  .fficonom.  lib.  2.  t.  ii.  p. 
501.     Polyacn.  Strat.  lib.  3.  cap.  9.  $ 

b  Xenoph.  Memor.  p.  774. 

c  Tercnt.  in  Adelph.  ad*  5.  fcen.  5. 
▼.  10. 

d  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  »'.  p.  311.  Vi- 
tro*, lib.  6.  cap.  10.  p.  1x9. 

c  Plat.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  314. 

f  Ariftoph^ia  Plut.  r.  11^5.  SchoL 
ibid. 


*  W.  in  Lyfift.  ▼.  1217.  Theophr. 
Charadt.  cap.  4.  Appoilodor.  ap.  A- 
thcn.  lib.  1.  p.  3. 

h  Ariftoph.  in  Vefp.  ▼.  870.  Schol. 
ibid.    Plat,  de  Rep.  1.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  31&. 

i  Xenopb.  Memor.  lib  5.  p.  825. 
Demofth.  Olynth.  3.  p.  38  et  39.  Id. 
de  Rep.  Ordin.  p.  127.  Id.  in  Arif. 
toer.  p.  758 

*  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib,  7.  cap.  Ir. 
t.  ii.  p.  438. 
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fortune.  He  was  conftantly  followed  by  three  or  four  flaves  \ 
and  his  wife  Lyfiftrate  never  appeared  in  public  but  in  a  car- 
riage drawn  by  four  white  Sicyonian  horfes  m.  Like  other  * 
Athenians,  he  was  always  ferved  by  a  waiting  woman,  who- 
fhared  the  nuptial  privileges  with  his  wife  °  ;  and  was  never 
without  a  kept  miftrefs  in  the  city,  on  whom  he  generoufly 
bellowed  her  freedom  and  a  fettlement  before  he  quitted 
her°.  Eager  to  promote  his  own  enjoyments  and  thofe  of 
his  friends,  he  was  continually  giving  feafts  and  entertain- 
ments. 

I  requefted  him  one  day  to  (how  me  his  houfe,  and  after- 
wards drew  a  plan  of  it,  which  I  fubjoin  *.  A  long  and  nar- 
row avenue  led  direftly  to  the  apartment  of  the  women  :  no- 
men  are  permitted  to  enter  except  near  relations,  and  fuch  as 
are  introduced  by  the  hufband.  After  eroding  a  periftyle  fur- 
rounded  by  three  porticos,  we  arrived  at  a  large  room,  where 
we  found  Lyfiftrate,  to  whom  I  was  prefented  by  Dinias. 

She  was  employed  in  embroidering  a  robe  \  but  her  atten- 
tion was  ftill  more  engaged  by  two  Sicilian  doves,  and  a  lit- 
tle Maltefe  lap-dog  that  was  playing  about  herp.  Lyfiftrate 
was  reckoned  one  of  the  handfomeft  women  in  Athens,  and 
took  no  fmall  pains  to  fupport  this  reputation  by  the  elegance 
of  her  drefs.  Her  black  hair,  perfumed  with  effences  q,  float- 
ed in  large  treffes  on  her  ihoulders  ;  golden  trinkets  adorned 
her  ears  r ;  her  neck  and  arms  were  ornamented  with  firings 
of  pearls  %  and  her  fingers  with  precious  flones  '•  Not  fatis- 
fied  with  her  natural  complexion,  (he  had  employed  artificial 
aids,  to  rival  the  bloom  of  the  rofe  and  the  lily  u.     She  was 


1  Demofth.  pro  Phorm.  p.  965. 
m  Pemoftb.  in  Mid.  p.  6z8. 
n  Id.  in  Near.  p.  881. 
0  Id.  pro  Pbonn.  p.  965. 

*  See  the  plan ;  and  the  note  which 
it  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Theophr.  Ohara&.  cap.  5  et  ax. 
**  Lncian.  Amor.  t.  ii.  p.  441. 

r  Lyf.  contr.  Eratofth.  p.  198.    La. 


crt.  lib.  3.  §  4%. 

'  A&acr.  od.  20.  Xenoph.  Memor. 
lib.  5.  p.  847.  Theophr.  de  Lapid. 
$  64. 

'  Ariftopb.  in  Nob.  v.  331.     . 

u  Lyf.  de  Caed.  Eratofth.  p.  8.  A- 
then  lib.  13.  cap.  3.  p.  568.  EtynioL 
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-dreffed  in  a  whke  robe,  fuch  as  are  ufually  worn  by  women 
of  diftin&ion  *. 

At  this  moment  we  beard  a  voice  inquiring  whether  Lyfi- 
Urate  was  at  home  ?.  Yes,  anfwered  a  (lave,  who  immedi- 
ately entered  to  announce  Eucharis,  a  female  friend  of  Lyfi- 
ftrate,  who  ran  to  meet  her,  tenderly  embraced  her,  fat  down 
by  her,  and  never  ceafed  praifing  her  on  her  figure  and  adjuft- 
-stent.  How  divinely  you  look  !  it  is  impoffible  to  be  better 
dreffed.  This  duff  is  charming,  and  becomes  you  wonderful- 
ly.    How  much  did  it  coft  z  ? 

As  I  perceived  that  this  converfadon  would  not  be  fooit  end- 
ed,  I  requefted  the  permiffion  of  Lyfiftrate  td  examine  die 
reft  of  the  apartment.  The  firft  objed  that  attra&td  my  at* 
tention  was  the  toilet.  I  there  faw  filver  bafons  and  ewers  ; 
different  forts  of  mirrors ;  bodkins  to  difentangle  the  hair, 
irons  to  curl  it  %  fillets  of  different  breadths  to  bind  it,  nets  to 
confine  it b,  yellow  powder  to  colour  it c ;  bracelets  and  ear- 
rings of  various  kinds ;  boxes  containing  red  and  white  paint  ; 
black  to  tinge  the  eye-brows  ;  and  every  utenfil  neceffary  for 
cleaning  the  teeth  d. 

I  examined  all  thefe  objects  with  the  greateft  attention ;  Dt- 
nias  however  feemed  unable  to  comprehend  why  they  ibould 
appear  novel  to  a  Scythian.  He  next  mowed  me  his  own  por- 
trait and  that  of  his  lady c ;  and,  on  my  appearing  aftonifhed 
at  the  elegance  of  his  furniture,  told  me  that,  defirous  to  a- 
vail  himfelf  of  the  induftry  and  fuperior  ibgenuity  of  fo- 
reign workmen,  he  had  procured  his  feats  to  be  made  in  Thef- 
fally  f,  his  matreffes  at  Corinth  s,  and  his  pillows  at  Car- 
thage h  ;  and,  feeing  my  furprife  increafe,  he  laughed  at  my 


*  Arifloph.  in  Thefnioph.  v.  848. 
Schol.  ibid. 

y  Theocr.  Idyll.  15.  ▼.  1. 
2  Ari&opfa.  in  Lyfift.  v.  78.    The- 
ocr.  ibid.  v.  34. 

*  Lucia  n.  Amor.  t.  ii.  §  39  et  40. 
Poll.  lib.  j.  cap.  16.  {  95.  Not.  Var. 
ibid. 

b  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  2%.  y.  468. 


c  Hefych.  in  &*+».  Schol.  The- 
ocr.  in  Idyll,  a.  v.  88. 

d  Lucian.  Amor.  t.  it.  $  39  et  40. 

e  Theophr.  Chara£.  cap.  a. 

f  Crit.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  I.  p.  fig. 
Poll.  lib.  10  cap.  11.  §  48. 

S  Antiph.  ap.  Athen.  p.  37. 

*  Hermipp.  ibid.  p.  aft. 
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finopEcity,  and,  in  vindication  of  kiriifelf*  added,  that  Xene* 
phofe  appeared  in  the  array  with  an  Argive  buckler,  an  Athe- 
nian cairab,  a  Bceotion  helmet,  and  a  horfc  frtftn  Epidau* 
tnsK  ( 

•  We  now  proceeded  to  the  apartments  of  the  atien,  in  the 
centre  of  which  we  found  a  fmall  grafs-plat  kf  fnrrounded  by 
four  porticos,  the  walls  of  which  were  lined  with  ftucCo,  and 
wainfeotted  '•  Thefe  porticos  communicate  with  feveral  hall* 
or  chambers,  moft  of  them  beautifully  decorated.  The  clew 
gance  of  the  furniture  was  heightened  by  gold  and  ivory01 ; 
the  walls  and  ceilings a  were  ornamented  with  paintings  •  * 
the  tapeftry  of  the  doors p,  and  the  carpetiag  manufa&ured 
at  Babylon,  reprefented  Ferfians  with  their  fweeping  robes* 
vultures  and  different  kinds  of  birds,  and  various  fantaftic  a- 
nimals  «. 

Nor  did  Dinias  difplay  lets  luxury  at  his  table  than  in  his 
houfe.  I  ihall  give,  from  my  journal,  a  defcription  of  the 
firft  fupper  to  which  I  was  invited  with  my  friend  PhHotas. 

The  company  was  to  affemble  towards  the  evening,  as  foots 
as  the  (hade  of  the  gnomon  ihould  be  twelve  feet  long r.  We 
Were  careful  to  be  neither  too  foon  nor  too  late,  agreeable  to 
die  rules  of  Athenian  politenrfs  *.  We  found  Dinias  hurry* 
ing  about  and  giving  his  orders.  He  introduced  to  us  Philo- 
nides,  one  of  thofe  parafites  who  ingratiate  the  oof  elves  with 
the  rich,  to  do  the  honours  of  the  houfe  and  furniflr  amufe- 
ment  for  the  guefts  *.  From  time  to  time  we  obferved  him 
(baking  off  the  dull  that  Buck  upon  the  robe  of  Dinias  u.    A 


5  £}hn.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  p.  94. 
Poll.  lib.  1.  cap.  10.  §  149. 
fc  Plia.  Jud.  lib.  7.  epift.  27. 
1  Vknrr.  lib.  6.  cap.  10. 
*  BacchyL  ap.  Athen.  lib.  2.  eapV  3. 

^  39- 

0  Hat.  de  Rep.  Mb  f .  t.  ii  p.  529. 
Andoc.  de   Alcibiad.  part-  2.  p. 
$!•    Xenoph.  Mem.  lib.  5.  p.  844. 
P  Thtophr.  Char.  cap.  j. 
«  CalUxeo.  ap,  Athcn.  lib.  5.  cap. 


6.  p.  197.  Hipparch.  ap.  Eutad.  fib. 
11.  cap.  7.  p.  477.  Ariifcoph.  in  Rao. 
▼.  969.     Spinb.  ibid,  p  312. 

'  tfefych.  in  A«?t».  #  Mcoand.  ap. 
Athcn.  lib.  6.  cap.  i€>.  p.  243.  Ca« 
frtb.  ibid: 

s  Schol.  1'heocr.  in  Idyll.  7.  ▼•  24. 
Plut,  Syupat  lib.  8.  qu«ft,6.  t.  ii»  p. 
726. 

*  Theopbr.  Charad.  cap.  29. 

u  Id*  ibid.  cap.  2. 
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moment  after  arrived  Nicocles  the  phjfkian,  much  fatigued  r 
he  had  a  great  many  patients,  he  (aid  v  but  [their  ailments 
were  oolj  flight  colds  and  coughs,  the  confequence  of  the  rains 
that  had  fallen  fince  the  beginning  of  autumn  s.  He  was  foot* 
followed  by  Leon,  Zopyrus,  and  Theotimus,  three  Atheni- 
ans of  diftindion,  attached  to  Diniaa  from  love  of  plcafure* 
Laft  of  all  Demochares  made  his  appearance  uninvited  J •  He 
Vas  a  man  of  wit  and  agreeable  talents,  and  met  with  the 
mod  welcome  reception  from  the  whole  company* 

We  palTed  into  the  dining  room,  where  frankincenfe  and 
other  odi"m  were  burning  z.  On  the  buffet  were  difplayed 
fiver  and  gilt  vafes,  fome  of  them  enriched  with  precious 
fiones  *• 

Some  flaves  in  Waiting  now  poured  water  on  our  hands  \ 
and  placed  chaplets  on  our  heads  c.  We  drew  by  lot  for  the; 
king  of  the  banquet  dy  whofe  office  it  is  to  keep  the  company 
within  bounds,  without  checking  a  proper  degree  of  freedom  ;. 
to  give  the  fignal  for  circulating  bumpers  ;  name  the  toads,  and 
fee  that  all  the  laws  of  drinking  are  obferved  *.  Chance  de- 
cided in  favour  of  Demochares*  L 

After  the  table  had  been  feveral  times  wiped  with  a  fpuoge  % 
we  feated  ourfelves  around  it  on  couches  f9  with  coverlets 
ef  purple  *.  The  bill  of  fare  of  the  fupper  being  brought  to 
Dinias  h,  we  fet  apart  the  firft  portion  of  it  for  the  altar  of 
Diana l.     Each  of  us' had  brought  his  fervant  k.     Dinias  was 


x  Hippocr.  Aphoriftn.  fed.  3.  §  13. 

y  Plat,  in  Conriv.  t.  iii.  p.  174. 

2  Archettr.  ap.  Atheo.  lib.  3.  cap. 
ai.  p.  101. 

a  Plat,  de  Rep  lib.  3.  t.  iu  p.  417- 
Thcophr.  Chara£.  cap.  13.  Id.  dc  La- 
pid.  §  63.-  Plut  in  Alcib.  1. 1  p.  103. 

b  Athena  lib.  9  capr  1.  p.  366.  I>u- 
port,  in  Thcophr.  p.  454* 

c  Archeftr.  ap.  Athcn.  1.  3.  p.  IOI. 

d  Ariftoph.  in  Plut.  ▼■  973.  Lacrt. 
lib.  8.  §  64.  Plat.  Syropof.  lib.  1.  cap. 
4.  t.  ii.  p.  6ao. 

*  By  one  of  th<ie  laws,  a  man  muft 
cither  drink  or  lea\c  the  tabic  (Cicer. 
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TufcuL  5.  cap.  41.  £  ii.  p.  3915)* 
Sometimes  the  company  contented. 
themfelvea  with  pouring  on  the  head 
of  the  delinquent  the  wine  he  refofed 
to  drink  (Lacrt.  liB.  a.  (  64). 

e  Homer.  Odyfll  lib.  ao.  r.  t$I* 
Martial.  Epigr.  14a.  lib.  14. 

f  Xcnoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  5.  p.  842^ 
AriQot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap*  nltim.  t- 
ii-  p.  448. 

5  Athen.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.  p.  48. 

fa  Id.  ibid.  cap.  10.  p.  49. 

i  Thcophr.  Charadt,  cap.  10.  D*~ 
port.  ibid.  J 

k  Id.  ibid.  cap.  a» 
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•Waited  on  by  a  negro,  by  one  of  thofe  /Ethiopian  flaves  who 
are  purchafed  by  the  rich  at  a  great  price,  to  diftinguifh  them- 
fehres  from  other  citizens  K 

I  fliall  not  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  an  entertainment 
which  erery  moment  afforded  us  frefh  proofs  of  the  opulence 
and  prodigality  of  Dinias  :  to  give  a  general  idea  of  it  will 
befufficient.   • 

We  were  firft  prefented  with  feveral  forts  of  fhell-fifh; 
fome  as  they  come  out  of  the  fea  ;  others  roafted  on  the  allies, 
or  fried  in  (loves ;  and  mod  of  them  feafoned  with  pepper 
and  cummin  m.  Frefli  eggs  were  ferved  up  at  the  fame  time, 
both  of  common  fowls  and  peahens,  the  latter  of  which  are 
in  the  higheft  eftim&tion  n  ;  faufages  °9  pigs  feet  p,  a  wild 
boar's  liver  %  a  lamb's  head r,  calves  chitterlings  %  a  fow's 
belly  feafoned  with  cummin,  vinegar,  and  filphium '  j  finall 
birds,  on  which  was  poured  a  very  hot  fauce  compofed  of 
fcraped  chcefe,  oil,  vinegar,  and  filphium u.  In  the  fecond 
courfe  we  were  prefented  with  whatever  was  efleeraed  mod 
exqaifite  in  game,  poultry,  and  particularly  fifh.  The  third 
courfe  confided  oc  fruit* 

Among  the  multitude  of  dainties  that  were  fucceffively 
placed  on  the  table,  each  gued  had  the  liberty  of  choofing 
what  was  mod  agreeable  to  the  tade  of  his  friends,  and  fend* 
ing  it  to  them  z  :  an  attention  feldom  omitted  at  ceremonious 
entertainments. 

No  fooner  had  we  begun  f upper/  than  Demochares  taking 
a  cup,  flightly  applied  it  to  his  lips,  and  handed  it  round  the 
table,  each  of  us'  touching  the  liquor  in  his  turn.     This  firft 


1  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ax.  Cafaub.  ibid. 
Terent.  in  Eunuch,  adt.  I.  fcen.  a.  ▼.  85. 

m  Athen.  lib.  3.  cap.  ia.  p.  9©,  &c. 

A  Triph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  a.  p.  58. 

0  Ariiloph.  in  Equ.t.  ▼.  1 6 1.  Hen- 
ric.  Steph.  in  Axx±f. 

P  Ecphant.  ct  Pherecr.  ap.  Athen. 
lib.  3.  cap.  7.  p.  96. 

q  Hub.  ap.  Ath.  Ub.  7.  cap.  44.  p.  330. 


r  Id.  ibid. 

9  Id.  ibid. 
v.  716. 

c  Archeftr.  ap. 
ai.  p.  101. 

u   Ariftoph.  in  Av.  v.  53a  et  1578. 

x  Id.  in  •  charn.  ▼.  1048.    Theoph. 
CharaCt  cap.  17.  Ca&ub.  ibid,  p  137* 
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Athen.  lib*  3.  cap. 
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tafte  is  confidered  as  the  fymbol  and  bond  of  friendflup  By 
which  the  guefts  are  united.  Other  full  cups  quickly  follow- 
ed  this,  regulated  by  the  healths  Demochares  drank,  fome- 
times  to  one,  fotnetimes  to  another  y,  and  which  the  perfon 
drank  to  immediately  returned. 

The  converfation  at  table  was  lively,  without  interruption, 
or  any  particular  objeft,  and  infenfibly  led  to  pleafantries  re- 
fpe&ing  the  fuppers  of  men  of  wit  and  philofophers,  who  lofe 
moments  fo  precious  in  puzzling  each  other  with  riddles  and 
aenigmas  z,  or  in  a  methodical  difcuflion  of  the  moft  obfcure 
cfueftions  in  morals  or  metaphyfics  a.  By  way  of  ridiculing 
this  practice,  Demochares  propofed  that  we  fhould  difplajr 
our  knowledge  in  the  choice  of  the  dimes  moil  agreeable  to 
the  palate,  the  art  of  preparing  them,  and  the  facility  of  pro* 
curing  them  at  Athens.  As  we  had  determined  to  imitate  as 
clofely  as  poffible  the  banquets  of  the  fages,  it  was  agreed  that 
each  perfon  prefent  mould  fpeak  in  his  turn,  and  treat  his  fub- 
jeft  with  the  utmoft  gravity,  without  being  either  too  prolix, 
or  too  negligent  in  his  details. 

The  ceremony  was  to  begin  with  me ;  but,  as  I  was  but 
little  acquainted  with  the  fubjed  which  was  to  be  difcmTed, 
I  was  on  the  point  of  making  my  excufe,  when  Demochares 
begged  me  to  give  the  company  a**  idea  of  the  Scythian  re- 
pads.  I  anfwered  in  a  few  words,  that  their  fole  food  was 
honey,  and  the  milk  of  cows  or  mares  b,  to  which  they  were 
fo  accuftomed  from  their  birth,  as  not  to  fland  in  need  of 
nurfes c ;  that  they  received  the  milk  in  large  pails,  and 
churned  it  a  confiderable  time  to  feparate  the  moft  delicate 
part  of  it  from  the  reft,  an  employment  which  they  allotted 
to  fuch  prifoners  as  the  chance  of  war  threw  into  their  bands  d- 


y  Homer.  Iliad.  Kb.  4.  ▼.  3.  Arif- 
toph.  in  Lyfift.  v.  204.  Atfaen.  lib.  10. 
p.  431  ec  444.  Feich.  Antiq.  Homer. 
Kb.  3  p.  306. 

*  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  pk  404. 
Athen.  lib.  10.  cap.  15.  p.  448. 

*  Flat.  Coflvi?.  t.  iu.  p.  172.    Xc- 


noph.  ibid.  p.  87a.  Plot.  Sept  Sapi- 
ent. Conviv.  t.  ii.  p  146. 

b  Juftin.  lib.  a.  cap.  a. 

c  Aotiph.  ap,  Atheo.  lib.  6.  cap,  a- 
p.  %i6. 

d  Herodot  lib.  4.  cap.  4. 
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tat  I  waff  careful  not  to  add  that  they  put  aut  the  eyes  of 
thefe  unhappy  men  to  prevent  them  from  efcaping. 

After  other  particulars  which  I  fupprefs,  Leon  taking  up 
the  converfation,  (aid,  The  Athenians  are  perpetually  re- 
proached with  their  frugality  '.  Our  meals  indeed  are  in  ge- 
neral fltorter  and  led  fumptuous  than  thofe  of  the  Thebans 
and  fome  other  of  the  Grecian  dates  4 ;  but  we  have  begun  to 
follow  their  example,  and  prefently  they  will  follow  ours. 
Every  day  we  add .  new  refinements  to  the  pleafures  of  the 
table,  and  fee  our  ancient  fimplicity  gradually  d  if  appear,  with 
all  thofe  patriotic  virtues  which  originated  in  neceflity,  and 
could  not  be  the  growth  of  all  ages.  Let  our  orators  remind 
us  as  often  as  they  pleafe  of  the  battles  of  Marathon  and  Sa~ 
lamis  ;  let  ft  rangers  admire  the  monuments  that  decorate  this 
city :  Athens  poffeffes  a  more  fubftantial  advantage,  in  my 
*yes,  in  that  abundance  which  we  enjoy  here  during  the  whole 
year ;  and  in  that  market  which  daily  prefents  to  us  the 
cboiceft  productions  of  the  iflands  and  the  continent.  I  am 
not  afraid  to  aflert  it :  there  is  no  country  in  which:  it  is  eafier 
to  find  good  cheer,  not  excepting  even  Sicily. 

We  have  nothing  to  wifli  for  with  refpeft  to  butcher's  meat 
and  fowls.  Our  poultry  yards,  either  in  town  or  country, 
are  admirably  flocked  with  capons  *,  pigeons  \  ducks  ', 
chickens,  and  geefe,  which  we  have  a  particular  art  of  fat- 
tening k.  The  feafons,  in  their  fucceffion,  bring  us  becafi- 
cos  lf  quails  m,  thrulhes  %  larks  °,  red- breads  p,  ftock-doves  qf 


e  Enbul.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  a.  cap.  8. 

P-47- 

f  Diphil.  et  Polyb.  aps  Athen.  lib.  4. 
p.  17  et  18.  EobaL  ap.  eiimd.  lib.  10. 
cap.  4.  p.  417. 

*  Aiiftot.  Hill.  Animal,  lib.  9.  cap. 
5a  t.  i.  p.  956. 

h  Id.  ibid,  lib  x.  cap.  I.  p.  763. 
Athen.  lib.  9.  cap.  it.  p.  393. 

i  A  then.  ibid.  p.  395.  Mnefim.  ibid, 
cap.  15.  p.  403. 

k  Athen.lbid.  cap.  8.  p.  384.  Varr. 
de  Re  Ruftic.  lib.  3.  cap.  8.  $  9  Ciccr. 


Acad.  lib.  a.  cap.  18.  t  it.  p.  26.  Plin. 
lib.  10.  cap.  50.  t.  i.  p.  571. 

1  Arifioc.  ib.  lib.  8.  cap.  3.  t.  i.  p. 
90a.  Athen.  lib.  2.  cap  24.  p.  6^. 
Epi charm,  ibid.  lib.  9.  p.  398. 

m  Athen.  ibid.  cap.  10.  p.  392. 

n  Ariftoph.  in  Pac.  v.  H49.  Athen. 
lib.  2.  p.  64. 

0  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  9.  cap.  25.  t.  i» 
P.  935. 

**  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.  3.  p.  <?•** 
Plin.  lib.  xo.  cap.  9.  p.  561. 

q  Id.  ibid.  Athen.  lib.  9.  p.  303* 
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turtles  rf  woodcocks  • ,  and  francolins  J.  The  Phafis  prefects 
to  us  the  birds  that  are  the  ornament  ©f  its  banks,  and  which 
may  be  ftyled,  with  ftill  more  juftice,  the  ornament  of  our 
tables.  They  begin  to  multiply  among  us  in  the  pheafant- 
gronnds  eftabliflied  by  feme  wealthy  individuals  u.  Our  plains 
are  covered  with  hares  and  partridges  *  ;  our  hills  with  thymr. 
rofemary,  and  other  herbs  fit  to  give  a  flavour  and  perfume  to 
pur  rabbits.  The  adjacent  for  efts  furnifb  us  with  wild  boars 
and  their  young  ones  y  ;  and  from  the  ifle  of  Melos  we  have 
the  bed  roebucks  in  Greece  *. 

The  fea  too,  faid  Zopyrus,  taking  up  the  difconrfe,  at- 
tentive to  remit  the  tribute  due  to  her  matters,  enriches  our 
tables  with  delicate  fifli ».  We  have  the  lamprey  b,  the  do- 
rado c,  the  weeyer  dv  the  xiphias  *  %  the  pagrus  ft  the  {had  *t 
and  tunnies  in  abundance  \ 

Nothing  is  comparable  to  the  conger-eel  we  procure  from 
Sicyon '»  the  glaucus  taken  at  Megara k ;  the  turbot,  the 
mackerel,  the  foles,  the  mullets  and  rochets  that  frequent  our 
coafts l.  The  pilchards  taken  in  other  countries  are  the  food 
of  the  common  ptople  $  thofe  we  catch  in  the  vicinity  of  Pha- 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  394. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  26.  p.  93. 

*  Ariftoph.  et  Alexand.  apud  Athen. 
lib.  9.  p.  387.  Phcenic.  ap.  eumd.  lib. 
X4.  cap.  18.  p.  65}.    Ariftoe.  ibid.  lib. 

9.  cap.  49- P- 95  5. 

u  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  109.  Schol. 
$bid.  Ariftot.  lib.  6.  cap.  a.  t.  i.  p.  S59. 
Philox.  ap.  Athen,  lib.  4.  cap.  a  p.  147. 

*  Athen.  lib.  9.  p.  388.  Wheeler, 
a  Tourney,  &c.  book  5.  p.  352. 

y  Xenoph.  de Venat.  p.  991.  Mncfim. 
ap.  Athen.  lib.  9.  cap.  15.  p.  403.  Spon. 
t.  it.  p.  56. 

2  Athen.  lib.  I.  cap.  4.  p.  4. 

a  ppon.  ibid.  p.  147.    Wheel,  ibid. 

b  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  8.  cap. 
j 3.  p.  909.  Theephr.  ap.  Athen.  lab. 
7.  cap.  18.  p.  31a. 

c  Epich.  et  Archeftr.  ap.  Athen.  lib. 
7.  cap.  44.  p.  328.  Aldro*.  de  Pifc. 
lib.  2.  cap.  15.  p.  169.    Gein.  d:  Pifc. 


p.  128. 

d  Mncfim.  ap.  Athen.  Kb.  9.  cap. 
15.  p.  403.     Aldroy.  ib.  lib.  a.  p.  255. 

e  Athen.  lib.  7.  cap.  7.  p.  282. 
Aldrov.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  330. 

•  Thii  ii  the  fifli  known  in  France 
by  the  name  of  the  efpadw  s  in  Italy 
by  that  of  the  ptfet  fpoda  {Am^Iw  the 
fword  fifti). 

f  Athen.  lib.  7.  cap.  22.  p.  327. 
Aldrov,  lib.  2.  p.  149.  Gefn.  ib.  p.  773. 

*  Ariftot.  lib.  9.  cap.  37*  t.  i.  p. 
94 I.  Gefoer.  ib.  p.  21.  Aldror.  p.  499. 

h  Gefn.  ibid.  p.  H47. 

i  Eudox.  et  Philem.  ap.  Athen.  lib* 
7.  cap.  10.  p.  288.  Aldror.  p.  348. 
Gefner.  de  Pifc.  p.  345. 

k  Archeftr.  ap.  Athen  lib.  7.  p.  295. 

1  Lync.  Sam.  ibid.  p.  285  et  330. 
Archeftr.  ibid.  p.  288.  Cratin.  c% 
Nitoficr.  ibid.  p.  325. 
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lerum  are  worthy  of  the  table  of  the  gods,  efpecially  when 
left  to  fteep  only  for  a  moment  in  boiling  oil m. 

The  vulgar,  dazzled  by  a  name,  imagine  that  every  part 
of  what  is  reputed  a  delicacy  is  equally  delicate:  but  we 
who  analyze  merit  more  minutely,  prefer  the  fore  part  of  the 
glaucus,  the  head  of  the  barbel  and  the  conger,  the  bread  of 
the  tunny,  and  die  back  of  the  fcate  *,  and  leave  the  reft  te 
iefs  difficult  taftes. 

To  the  abundant  fupplies  of  the  fea,  let  us  add  thofe  of  the 
lakes  of  Boeotia.  Are  net  freih  eels,  equally  remarkable  for 
their  delicacy  and  fize,  brought  us  ^very  day  from  lake  Co- 
J>ais  •  ?  Nor  ought  we  to  forget,  in  this  enumeration  of  our 
riches,  that  aftonifhing  quantity  of  fait  fiflb,  which  we  re- 
ceive from  the  Hellefpont,  Byzantium,  and  the  coafb  of  the 
Euxine. 

Leon  and  Zopyrus,  faid  Fhilotas,  have  treated  of  thofe 
diihes  which  form  the  bafis  of  an  entertainment.  Thofe  of 
the  firft  and  third  courfe  would  require  more  profound  erudi- 
tion than  I  can  pretend  to  poflefs,  but  would  furniih  no  left 
convincing  proofs  of  the  advantages  of  our  climate. 

Lobfters  and  crawfifh  *  are  as  common  with  us  as  mufcles, 
oyftersv%  urchins  or  fea  hedge-hogs r ;  the  latter  are  fome- 
times  dreffed  with  oxymel,  parfley,  and  mint*.  They  are  de- 
licious when  canght  at  the  full  of  the  moon  c,  and  by  no 
means  deferve  the  ill  name  given  them  by  a  Lacedaemonian, 
who,  never  having  feen  this  kind  of  fhell-fifli,  put  one  of 
them  into  his  mouth,  and  fwallowed  it  with  all  its  briftly 
points  u. 


m  Athen.  lib.  7.  cap.  8.  p.  a8j. 
Aldrov.  dc  Pifc.  lib.  a.  p.  %!%•  Gefn. 
ibid,  p.  73  ;  et  alii. 

0  Plat.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  7.  p.  279. 
Antiphan.  ibid.  p.  395.  Eriph.  ibid, 
p.  30*. 

0  Ariftoph.  in  Pac.  ▼.  1004.  Id.  in 
Lyfiflr.  ▼.  36.  Scbol.  ibid.  Athcn. 
lib.  7.  p.  097. 

p  Ari&ct.  HilK  AnimaL  lib.  4-  cap. 
0*  p.  815.    Athcn.  lib.  3.  cap.  *j.  p. 


104  et  105.  Oefh.  dc  Loc.  et  de  AT- 
tac,  &c. 

q  Athen.  ibid.  p.  90.  Archeftr.  ib* 
p.  9a. 

r  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  4.  cap. 
5.  p.  8a*.  Matron,  ap.  Athen,  lib.  4. 
cap.  5.  p.  135.  *    . 

'  Athen.  ibid. p.  91. 

1  Id.  ibid.  p.  88. 

u  Demetr.  Scept.  ap.  Athen.  p.  of. 

Dug 
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I  ihall  fey  nothing  of  the  muflirooms,  the  afparagus  %  ftfcf 

jrarious  fpecies  of  cucumbers *,  and  that  infinite  variety  of 

vegetables  which  are  brought  frefh  to  market  every  day  ;  but 

J  cannot  omit  obferving  that  the  fruit  of  our  gafdens  has  ^ 

moil  exquifite  flavour  ?•     The  fuperiority  of  our  figs  is  nni* 

yerfally  admitted  *  ;  when  frefli  gathered,  they  are  the  favour* 

ite  delicacy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Atticq, ;  and  when  carefully 

dried,  are  exported  to  diftant  countries,  and  find  their  way 

even  to  the  table  of  the  king  of  Perfia  b.     Our  pickled  olives 

excite  the  appetite.     Thofe  we  cajl  colymbades  *  are  mors 

efteemed  for  their  fixe  and  favour  than  the  olives  of  othef 

countries  c  »  nor  are  the  grapes,  known  by  the  name  of  Ni-  , 

coftratian,  in  left  repute  d.     The  art  of  grafting  *  beflows  oq 

pur  pears  and  fruit  in  general,  qualities  which  nature  had  re- 

fufed  them  f .     Euboea  furnifhes  us  with  excellent  apples  *  ; 

Phoenicia  with  dates  h ;  Corinth  with  quinces,  as  delicious  to 

the  tafte  a$  they  are  beautiful  to  the  eye  ! ;  and  Naxos  with 

that  kind  of  almonds  which  are  in  high  estimation  through 

all  Greece  K 

The  turn  of  the  parafite  being  now  come,  we  all  redouble^ 
our  attention,  s*nd  he  began  his  harangue  as  follows : 

The  bread  ferved  at  our  tables,  nay,  even  that  expofed  to 
fale  in  the  market,  is  of  a  dazzling  whitenefs,  and  an  admir- 
able flavour  l.  The  art  of  preparing  \t  was  brought  to  per* 
fedion  in  9icily,  in  the  laft  century,  by  Thearion m :  it  ha* 
been  preferve<J  among  us  in  all  its  purity,  find  has  contri* 


z  Athen.  p.  60,  6s,  Sec. 

*  Id.  p.  67 
a  Ariftot.  Probl.  fee*.  1©  t.  ii.p.  774. 
»  Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  65s. 

fc  Dinon*  ap.  eumd.  ibid. 

•  The  modern  Greeks  of  Athens 
ffcill  call  them  by  the  fame  name  :  arid 
jjie  Grand  Sigoior  has  them  ail  mono- 
polized for  his  own  table.  Spon.Voy. 
f.  ii.  p.  147- 
■ '  c  Athen.  lib.  4.  cap.  4.  p.  133, 


e  Ariftot.  de  Plant.  lib,  I.  cap.  6.  c. 
ii.  p.  IOl6. 

*  Athen.  ibid.  p.  653. 

*  Hermipp.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  X.  cap* 
a*,  p. »?. 

b  Id.  ibid.  p.  at.  Antiphan.  ibid, 
p.  47. 

1'  Athen.  lib.  3.  p.  St. 

k  Id.  p.  5a. 

1  Archeftr.  et  Antiphan.  ap  Athen, 
lib*  3.  p.  xii. 


d  Id.  lib.  14.  cap.  10.  p.  654-  m  Plat,  in  Gorg.  t.  i.  p.  518, 

« 
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toted  not  a  little  to  the  progrefe  of  paftry.  We  are  at  pre. 
lent  in  poflcffion  of  a  thoufand  methods  of  converting  ercry 
fort  of  floor  into  a  wholefome  and  agreeable  nutriment*  If  a 
little  milk,  oil,  and  fait  be  mixed  with  the  flour  of  wheat, 
you  will  have  the  materials  for  thofe  delicate  loaves  for  which 
we  are  indebted  to  the  Cappadocians  •.  Knead  the  dough 
with  a  little  honey,  and  roll  it  into  thin  fheets  which  will 
run  tip  on  approaching  a  quick  fire,  and  you  will  produce 
thefe  bifcuits  that  have  been  juft  handed  to  us,  and  which 
you  have  dipped  in  wine  * ;  but  they  mail  be  fcrved  up 
burning  hot°.  Thefe  fweet  and  light  cakes,  which  have  bee* 
fince  prefented  to  us  p,  are  made  in  a  ftove  with  the  flour  of 
fefama,  honey ?  and  oil  f.  Take  fome  peeled  barley ;  pound 
it  in  a  mortar,  and  put  the  flour  in  a  veffel ;  pour  oil  on  it  4 
keep  ftirring  this  mixture  whilft  it  heats  gently  on  the  fire  j 
feed  it  now  and  then  with  pullet,  kid,  or  lamb  gravy,  taking 
fpecial  care  not  to  let  it  boil  over ;  and  when  ftewed  to  the 
exa&  point  of  perfc&ion,  fcrve  it  up4.  We  have  cakes 
made  Amply  of  milk  and  honey r,  others  in  which  the  flour 
of  fefama  and  a  little  cheefe  or  oil  is  added  to  the  honey  K 
Wc  have  tarts  too  made  with,  different  forts  of  fruit '.  Hare 
pafties  are  of  the  lame  nature  u,  as  well  as  the  pie*  made 
of  becafigos,  and  thofe  little  birds,  that  fly  about  the  vine- 
yards *♦ 

Philonides,  as  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  took  poflei&Da 
of  a  tart  made  of  raifins  and  almonds  y,  which  was  juft  brough| 
in,  and  would  proceed  no  farther  in  his  oration. 


n.  lib.  3.  cap.  28.  p.  114. 

•  Thefe  were  a  fort  of  wafer**  Ca- 
Cnb.  in  Athco.  p.  1 31. 

0  Antidot.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3.  c.  25. 
p.ioe. 
P  Athen.  lib.  14.  cap.  14.  p.  646. 
J  A  kind  of  fritters. 

*  Athen.  lib.  3.  cap.  36.  p.  126. 
Cftbab.  in  Athen.  p.  151* 


r  Enpol.  ap.  Athen*  lib.  14.  cap.  14* 
p.  646. 

*  Athen.  ibid. 

<  Id.  ibid.  648.  Poll.  lib.  6.  cap. 
xi.  $  78. 

u  TelecL  ap.  Athen.  ibid.  p.  647  ei 
648. 

*  Poll  lib.  6.  cap.  11.  {  78. 
»  Id.  ibid. 
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We  did  not  continue  long  in  fufpcnfc ;  for  Thcotimus  im- 
mediately  took  up  the  converfation.  Many  authors,  bid  he, 
have  written  on  the  culinary  art,  that  firft  of  all  arts,  fince  it 
is  that  which  procures  us  the  mod  frequent  and  mod  durable 
enjoyments.  Such  were  Mithaecus,  who  has  given  us  the  Si- 
cilian Cook  *  ;  Numenius  of  Heraclea,  Hegemon  of  Thafos, 
Philoxenus  of  Leucas  *,  Abides  of  Chios,  Tindaricus  of  Si- 
cyon  b,  and  many  others  I  could  mention  ;  for  I  have  all  their 
works  in  my  library ;  but  I  prefer  the  Gaftronomia  of  Ar- 
cheftratus  to  them  all.  This  author,  who  was  the  friend  of 
one  of  the  fons  of  Pericles c,  had  travelled  through  various 
countries,  to  inform  himfelf  accurately  of  all  their  choiceft 
productions  d.  During  his  travels,  his  objeft  was  not  to  be- 
come  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  different  nations,  a 
knowledge  of  no  fort  of  utility,  fince  it  is  impofGble  to 
change  them ;  but  to  procure  admiffipn  into  thofe  laboratories 
in  which  the  luxuries  of  the  table  are  prepared,  and  to  con- 
verfe  with  thofe  perfons  only  who  might  contribute  to  his  en- 
joyments. His  poem  is  a  treafure  of  information ;  not  a 
verfe  in  it  but  what  contains  a  precept. 

This  work  is,  as  I  may  fay,  the  code  in  which  feveral 
cooks  have  fiudied  the  principles  of  an  art  that  has  rendered 
them  immortal c,  an  art  long  fince  brought  to  perfection  in 
Sicily  and  Elis  ',  and  which  Thimbron,  among  us,  has  car- 
ried to  the  fummit  of  its  glory  *.  I  am  aware  that  the  per- 
fons who  exereife  it  have  often,  by  their  pretenfions,  deferv- 
edly  been  ridiculed  on  the  ftage  h ;  but  without  the  enthu- 
fiafm,  they  never  would  have  poffeffed  the  genius  of  their 
profeffion. 


*  Plat,  in  Gorg.  t.  i.  p.  518. 
a  Athen.  lib.  I.  cap.  5.  p.  5. 
b  Id.  lib.  14.  cap.  23.  p.  662. 
lib.  6.  cap.  10.  §71. 

c  Id.  hb.  5.  cap.  a©,  p.  no. 
d  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  5.  p.  378. 


Poll. 


c  Id.  ibid.  p.  293. 

f  Id.  lib.  14.  p.  661. 

*  Id.  lib.  7.  p.  293. 

&  Damoxen.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  3. 
21.  p.ioi.  Philcm.  ibid.  lib.  7. 
xo.  p.  288.    Hcgcfand.  ibid,  290, 


cap. 
cap. 
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My  own  cook»  whom  I  have  lately  fent  for  from  Syra- 
cufe,  aftonifhed  me  the  other  day  with  an  enumeration  of  the 
qualifications  and  ftudy  rcquifite  for  his  employment.  After 
telling  me,  by  the  way,  that  Cadmus,  the  grandfire  of  Bac- 
chus, and  founder  of  Thebes,  was  originally  a  cook  to  the 
king  of  Sidon ' ;  Do  you  know,  added  he,  that,  properly  to 
difcharge  the  office  I  hold,  it  is  not  enough  to  poflkfs  fenfes 
cxquifitely  refined,  and  a  conftitution  proof  againft  every  at- 
tack k,  but  that  it  is  neceflary  to  combine  the  greateft  abili- 
ties with  the  mod  extenfive  information l.  I  do  not  employ 
snyfelf  in  any  of  the  vile  fun&ions  of  your  kitchen  ;  I  never 
appear  there  but  to  dired  the  aftton  of  the  fire,  and  to  ob- 
ferve  the  effed  of  my  operations.  Seated,  in  general,  in  an 
adjacent  chamber,  I  iflue  orders  to  be  executed  by  fubordi- 
nate  artiftsm.  T  meditate  on  the  productions  of  nature: 
fometimes  I  leave  them  in  their  fimplicity  j  fometimes  I  dif- 
guife  or  mix  them,  as  new  proportions  which  appear  beft 
calculated  to  gratify  your  palate  may  occur  to  me.  Am  I, 
for  inftance,  to  give  you  a  fuckiag  pig,  or  a  large  piece  of 
beef,  I  content  myfelf  with  boiling  them  °.  Do  you  wifli 
for  an  excellent  bare ;  if  young,  it  requires  no  recommenda- 
tion but  its  intrinfic  merit,  to  appear  before  you  with  appro- 
bation :  I  put  it  on  the  fpit,  and  ferve  it  up  to  you  all 
bleeding  °.  But  it  is  the  refinement  of  combination  which 
difplays  my  fcience  in  all  its  luftre. 

The  principal  agents  I  make  ufe  of  are  fait,  pepper,  oil, 
vinegar,  and  honey,  and  of  thefe  better  than  Attica  affords 
cannot  be  found  in  any  climate.  Your  oil  is  excellent  p,  as 
well  as  your  vinegar  of  Deceliaq  ;  your  honey  of  Mount  Hy- 
mettus  r  deferves  the  preference  even  to  that  of  Sicily  itlelf. 


i  Ettmer.  ibid,   lib,  14.  c.  22.  p. 
658. 

k  Pofeid.  ibid.  lib.  1 4.  p.  661. 

I  Damox.  ibid.  cap.  22.  p.  ioz. 

m  Id.  ibid.      Athcn.  lib.  3.  cap.  22. 
p.  1*2. 
•  a  Athcn.  lib.  %.  p.  63  j  lib-  9.  cap. 


14.  p.  37J- 
0  Archeftr.  »p.  Athcn.  lib.  9.  cap. 

14.  p.  319- 

p  Spon.  t.  ii.  p.  146. 

q  'Athcn.  lib.  %.  cap.  26.  p.  67. 

r  Antiphan.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  3.  cap. 
2.  p.  74*    Spoa.  ibid.  p«  130. 


Digitized  by 


Google. 


*0 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE* 


Bcfides  thefe  ingredients,  in  ragouts  •,  we  employ  eggs»cheefet 
dried  raifins,  filphium  +,  parfley,  fcfama,  cummin,  capers, 
crefTes,  fennel,  mint,  coriander,  carrots,  garlic,  onions  ;  and 
various  aromatic  plants  much  in  ufe  among  us,  fuch  as  the 
origanum  f,  and  the  exquifite  thyme  of  Mount  Hymettus  l. 
Thefe,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  are  powers  at  the  difpofal  of  an 
artift,  but  which  he  fhould  never  lavifh.  If  a  fifli,  the  flefb 
of  which  is  firm,  be  fent  to  me  to  drefs,  I  take  care  to  give 
it  a  fprinkling  of  (craped  cheefe,  and  to  moiften  it  with  vine* 
gars  but  if  it  be  of  a  more  delicate  kind,  I  only  throw  a 
little  fait  over  it,  and  a  few  drops  of  oil  ■  ;  or,  by  way  of 
change,  after  garni(hing  it  with  origanum  leaves,  I  wrap  it 
up  in  a  fig  leaf  and  broil  it  under  the  alhes  *. 

A' good  cook  will  not  multiply  mixtures  and  expedients, 
except  in  fauces  or  ragouts ;  of  which  we  have  various  forts, 
fome  (harp,  and  others  fweet.  The  fauce  that  may  be  ferved 
with  all  boiled  or  roafted  fi(h7,  is  compofed  of  vinegar, 
fcraped  cheefe,  and  garlic,  to  which  may  be  added  a  few 
leeks  and  onions  cut  fmall  *.  When  you  wi(h  to  have  it  not 
fo  ftrong,  it  may  be  mixed  up  with  oil,  the  yolks  of  eggs, 
leeks,  garlic,  and  cheefe  *  :  if  you  defire  it  ftill  milder,  ho- 
ney, dates,  cummin,  and  other  ingredients  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, may  be  ufed  b.  But  mixtures  of  this  fort  muft  not  bt 
left  to  the  caprice  of  every  ignorant  pretender. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  ftuffings  introduced  into  the  belly 

•  of  a  fifli.     Every  cook  knows  that  the  filh  muft   be  opened, 

and  that,  after  taking  out  the  bones,  it  (bould  be  filled  with 

filphium,  cheefe,  fait,  and  origanum c  j    he  knows  likewife, 

that  a  pig  may  be  (luffed  with  thrufhes,  becafigos,  yolks  of 


8  Athcn.  lib.  a.  cap.  a6.  p.  68.  Poll, 
lib.  6.   cap.  xo.  §  66. 

*  A  plant  but  little  known,  but 
made  great  ofe  of  by  the  ancients  in 
their  repafts. 

f  A  fort  of  wild  marjoram. 

r  Amiph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  i.  p.  28. 

P  Archcftr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  7.  cap. 


ao.  p.  321. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  p.  a 78. 

y  Anan.  ip.  Athen.  lib.  7.  p.  28*. 

*  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Vcfp.  ▼.  6a. 
Dalech.  Not*  in  Athen.  p.  747  et  750. 

a  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Eqnit.  t.  768. 

h  Hefycb.  in  'Twfrpp. 

c  Alex.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  7.  p.  %%%^ 
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eggs,  oy Iters,  and  different  kinds  of  £heU-fiflid.  Sut,  be* 
lieve  me,  there  is  no  end  to  the  variety  of  thefe  mixtures , 
and  nothing  fhort  of  very  long  and  profound  refearches  will 
fuffice  to  render  them  equally  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and 
conducive  to  health ;  for  my  art  is  allied  to  all  the  fciences  *9 
but  more  immediately  to  medicine.  Malt  f>not  be  fuppofed  to 
know  the  herbs  which,  in  each  feafon,  have  the  moft  juioe 
and  virtue  ?  Shall  I  venture  to  bring  to  your  table  in  fumraer 
a  fifh  that  (hould  only  make  its  appearance  there  m  winter  ? 
Are  not  certain  aliments  more  eafy  of  digeftion  at  certain 
times  ;  and  is  it  not  from  the  preference  we  give  to  fome  of 
thefe  over  others  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  maladies  to  which 
we  are  fubjed  proceed  e  ? 

At  thefe  words,  Ni codes  the  phyfician,  who  had  hitherto 
continued  to  eat  filently  and  indifcriminately  every  thing  that 
came  in  his  way,  eagerly  exclaimed,  Your  cook  proceeds  or* 
true  principles.  Nothing  is  fo  eflential  as  the  choice  of  ali- 
ments, nothing  requires  more  attention.  This  mould  be  re- 
gulated, in  the  firft  place,  by  the  nature  of  the  climate,  by 
the  variations  of  the  air  and  feafon s,  by  the  differences  of 
age  and  conititution  f,  and  next  by  the;  more  or  lefs  nutritive 
qualities  peculiar  to  the  various  kinds  of  meat,  fifli,  vege- 
tables, and  fruit.  The  flefh  of  beef,  for  inftance,  is  hard 
and  difficult  to  digeft  ;  that  of  veal  is  lefs  fo  ;  in  like  manner, 
the  flefh  of  lamb  is  lighter  than  that  of  mutton,  and  kid  than 
that  of  goat*.  Pork,  as  well  as  wild  boar,  is  deficcatory, 
but  it  ftrengtliens  and  pafies  eafily.  Sucking  pig  is  heavy. 
The  flefh  of  hare  is  dry  and  ailringent h.  In  general,  the 
flefh  of  wild  animals  is  lefs  fucculent  than  that  of  domeftic 
ones  ;  that  of  animals  which  feed  on  fruit  than  that  of  thofe 


<  Atben.  lib.  4.  p.  129. 

*  The  reader  may  compare  the  lan- 
guage which  the  Greek  comic  writers 
pat  into  the  mouths  of  the  cook*  of 
their  time,  with  that  Montaigne  give* 
■•,  in  a  few  words  of  the  Matin  tf 
Bkdoi  Cardinal  Cafaft,  Uv.  1.  c,  $1. 


c  Nicom.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  7.  cap*  ir. 
p.  291 

f  Hippocr.  de  Duet.  lib.  3.  cap.  U 
&c.  t.  L  i>.  341. 

i  Id.  lib  a.  p.  zig.  {  15. 

h  id.  ibid.  p.  sue. 
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which  live  on  herbs  ;  that  of  males  than  that  of  females  j 
that  of  black  than  that  of  white ;  and  that  of  crinigerous 
than  that  of  fnxooth  animals  :  fuch  is  the  dodrine  of  Hippo- 
crates K 

All  liquors,  in  like  manner,  have  their  properties.  Wine 
is  dry  and  heating,  and  has  fomething  purgative  in  its  na- 
ture k  :  fweet  wines  fly  to  the  head  ! ,  the  red  are  nouriftiing, 
the  white  aperitive  ;  clarets  dry,  and  favourable  todigeftion1". 
Hippocrates  tells  us  that  new  wines  are  more  laxative  than 
old,  as  they  approach  nearer  to  the  nature  of  mud  n  ;  a- 
romatics  are  more  nutritive  than  others  °  ;  your  red  mellow 
wines 

Nicocles  was  continuing  his  differ  tat  ion  ;  but  Dinias,  fud- 
denly  interrupting  him,  exclaimed,  I  pay  no  attention  to 
fuch  diftin&ions,  but  I  banifh  from  my  table  the  wines  of 
Zacynthus  and  of  Leucas,  becaufe  I  believe  them  to  be  un- 
wholefome,  on  account  of  the  plafter  that  is  mixed  with 
them  p.  I  do  not  like  that  of  Corinth,  for  it  is  harfli  q  ;  nor 
that  of  Icaria,  becaufe,  in  addition  to  this  fault,  it  is  heady r : 
I  efteem  the  old  wine  of  Corcyra,  which  is  exceedingly  plea- 
fant9,  and  the  white  wine  of  Mende,  remarkable  for  its  de- 
licacy '»  Archilochus  compared  that  of  Naxos  to  nedar  u  ; 
but  I  fhould  compare  the  wine  of  Thafos  to  that  divine  li- 
quor *•  I  prefer  it  to  every  kind  of  wine,  except  that 
of  Chios,  when  of  the  firft  quality  ;  for  there  are  three  forts 

of  it  y. 

In  Greece,  we  are  fond  of  fweet  and  odoriferous  wines  *• 
In  fpme  places  they  fweeten  them,  by  putting  flour,  kneaded 


1  Id.  ibid.  p.  222.  $  20. 
k  Id.  lib.  3.  p.  223.  §  22. 

I  Diod.  et  Praxag.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  I. 

m  Mnefitb.  ap.  Arheo.  ibid. 

II  Hippocr.  de  Dixt.  p.  224. 
0  Id.  ibid.  p.  223. 

P  Athcn.  lib.  1.  cap.  25.  p.  33  Eu- 
ftath.  in  Homer.  Odyff.  lib.  7.  c.  iii.  p. 
1573,  Hn.  25. 

4  Alex.  ap.  Athcn,  lib.  X.  p.  3*. 


r  Id.  ibid. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  35. 

t  Id.  ibid.  p.  29. 

u  Id.  ibid.  p.  30. 

x  Ariftoph.  in  Plut.  ▼.  102*.  Sdiol. 
ibid.  Id.  in  Lyfiftr.  t.  196.  Sp&nb. 
in  Ariftoph.  Pfot.  v.  545.     Plin.  lib. 

34.  cap.  7.  p.  717. 

>  Athcn.  lib.  x.  p.  32.  HcrmJpf. 
ibid.  p.  29. 

„2  Athcn,  lib.  I.  p.  30, 
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-with  hooey,  into  the  calk »  ;  and  almoft  every  where  origa* 
nam b,  aromatics,  fruits,  and  Sowers  are  infufed  in  them« 
My  pleafure  is,  on  opening  one  of  my  barrels,  to  have  the 
odour  of  violets  and  rofes  inftantly  exhale,  and  fill  my  eel* 
lar  c  ;  not  that  I  would  wilh  to  have  one  fenfe  too  much  gra« 
tified  at  the  expence  of  anolher.  The  wine  of  Byblos,  in 
Phoenicia,  furprifes  at  firft  by  the  firength  of  the  perfume* 
with  which  it  is  impregnated :  I  have  a  good  ftock  of  it } 
yet  I  hold  it  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  Lefbos,  which,  though 
lefs  highly  fcented,  is  infinitely  more  grateful  to  the  palate** 
Do  you  wilh  for  an  agreeable  and  wholefome  beverage  ?  Mix 
your  fragrant  and  rich  wines  witfi  thofe  of  an  oppofite  qua* 
lity.  Such  is  the  mixture  of  the  wine  of  Ery  thrsea  with  that 
of  Heracleac. 

Sea  water  mixed  with  wine  is  faid  to  aid  digeftion,  and 
prevent  the  wine  from  flying  to  the  head;  but  it  muft  not  be 
too  predominant,  which  is  the  fault  of  the  Rhodian  wines  ;  a 
fault  which  is  avoided  in  thofe  of  Cos  f«  I  believe  one  mea- 
sure of  fea  water  is  fufficient  for  fifty  of  wine,  efpeciajly  i£ 
in  preparing  it,  the  new  methods  are  adopted  in  preference  to 
the  old  *. 

Learned  refearcbes  have  taught  us  to  mix  our  liquora 
with  exa&nefs*  The  ufual  proportion  of  wine  with  water 
is  as  two  to  five,  or  as  one  to  three  b  ;  but,  with  our  friends, 
we  choofe  rather  to  reverfe  this  proportion,  and,  towards 
the  end  of  the  entertainment,  to  forget  all  thefe  auftere  rules. 
Solon  prohibited  the  ufe  of  pure  wine.  Of  all  his  laws, 
this  is  perhaps  the  mod  religioufly  obferved,  thanks  to  the 
perfidy  of  our  merchants,  who  weaken  this  precious  liquor  *• 
As  for  mjfelf,  I  import  my  own  wine,  and  you  may  rely 


a  Theophr.  ap.  Atheo.  p.  31. 
b  Ariftoc.  Problem,  fed.  *o.  t.  ii. 
p.  776.     Spanh.  in  Pint.  Ariftophan. 

T.  809. 

c  Hermip.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  1.  p.  19. 
d  Archcftr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  1.  p.  3  a. 
Theophr.  ap.  Acken.  p.  3», 


f  Athen.  ibid. 

&  Pi.an.  Eref.  ap.  Athen.  p.  31. 

b  Hcfiod.  Oper.  v.  596.  Athen. 
lib.  10.  p.  426  ct  430.  Cafaub.  in  A- 
then.  lib.  10.  cap.  7.  p.  454.  Spanh. 
in  Fiut.  Ariftoph.  v.  11J3. 

1  Alex.  ap.  Athen.  1.  10.  c.  8.  p.4^1* 
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Bpon  it,  that  the  law  of  Solon  will  be  uniformly  violated  do-* 
"Ming  the  whole  of  this  entertainment. 

As  he  ended  thefe  words,  Dinias  fent  for  feveral  bottles 
which  had  been  kept  ten  years,  and  which  were  foon  follow- 
cd  by  others  dill  older  k. 

We  now  drank  about  almoft  without  interruption.  De* 
mochares,  after  giving  feveral  toafts,  took  up  a  lyre,  and, 
whilft  he  was  tuning  it,  entertained  us  with  an  account  of  the 
cuftom  of  intermixing  fongs  with  the  pleafurcs  of  the  table. 
Formerly,  faid  he,  all  the  guefts  fang  together,  and  in  uni- 
Ion  ! ;  but  afterwards  it  became  the  eftabliihed  rule  for  each 
perfon  to  fing  in  his  turn  *,  holding  a  branch  of  myrtle  or 
laurel  in  his  hand.  The  mirth  was  lefs  tumultuous  indeed, 
but  ceafed  to  be  fo  lively  ;  and  it  was  ftill  farther  reftrained, 
when  the  lyre  was  introduced  to  accompany  the  voice  n,  for 
then  feveral, of  the  guefts  were  abfolutely  reduced  to  filence. 
Themiftocles  was  formerly  reproached,  with  juftice,  for  hav- 
ing negle&ed  to  acquire  drill  in  this  pleafing  art ;  iti  our  time 
Epaminondas  has  been  much  commended  for  having  cultiva- 
ted it  °.  But  when  too  great  a  value  is  fet  on  fuch  accompliih- 
ments,  they  become  a  ftudy.  The  art  attains  perfection  at  the 
«xpence  of  pleafure  and  hilarity,  and  fuccefs  is  only  attended 
with  a  fmile. 

Convival  fongs  at  firft  contained  only  expreffions  of  grati- 
tude, or  leflbns  of  wifdom.  We  then  celebrated  in  them,  as 
we  do  ftill,  the  gods,  heroes,  and  citizens  who  had  benefited 
their  country*  To  fubje&s  of  fo  grave  a  nature,  in  procefs 
of  time,  were  added  the  praifes  of  wine  ;  and  poetry,  em- 
ployed t^o  depift  its  pleafing  effe&s  in  the  mod  lively  colours, 
painted  at  the  tame  time  that  confufion  of  ideas,  thofe  tumul- 
tuous emotions  which  we  experience  with  our  friends  at  the 


it  Athcn.  lib.  X3.  p.  584  et  585. 

1  Mem.  dc  V Acad.  de»  Bell.  L.ettr. 
t.  ix.  p.  324* 

m  Atheo.  lib.  15.  cap.  14.  p.  694. 
Dicjwrch.  ap.  SchoL  Ariiloph.  in  Ran. 


v.  1337. 

n  Plut.  Sympof.  lib.  X.  quatft.  X.  U 
ii.  p.  615. 

0  Ciccr.  Tufcul.  lib.  1.  cap.  a.  t  & 
p.  234. 
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fight  of  the  liquor  fparkling  ?n  the  cups.  Hence  all  thofe 
Bacchanalian  longs,  interfperfed  with  maxims,  fometimes  re- 
lative to  happinefs  and  virtue,  and  fometimes  to  love  and 
friendmip.  For  it  is  to  thefe  two  fentiments  that  the  foul  de- 
lights continually  to  recur,  when  overpowered  with  an  excefs 
of  joy. 

Several  poets  have  exercifed  their  genius  in  this  fpecies  of 
compofition,  and  fome  of  them  with  diiiinguifhtd  fuccefs. 
Alcaeus  and-  Anacfeon  have  given  it  celebrity.  It  requires 
no  efforts  ;  for  in  its  nature  it  is  an  enemy  to  artifice.  Mag- 
nificence of  exprefiion  and  ideas  may  with  propriety  be  em- 
ployed to  exalt  gods  and  heroes,  but  it  is  the  excluiive  pro- 
vince of  enthnfiafm  and  the  graces  to  paint  fentiment  and 
pleafure. 

Let  us  refign  ourfelves  then,  added  Demochares,  to  the 
tranf ports  infpired  by  this  happy  moment ;  let  us  ling  all  to- 
gether, or  by  turns,  holding  in  our  hands  branches  of  laurel 
or  of  myrtle  p. 

We  inftantly  obeyed  his  command,  and,  after  various  fongs 
fuitable  to  the  occafion,  fung  in  full  chorus  that  of  Harmodius 
and  Ariftogiton  q  *.  Demochares  accompanied  us  at  intervals  5 
but,  Seized  with  a  new  enthufiafm,  he  fuddenly  exclaimed, 
My  difobedient  lyre  rejefls  fuch  noble  themes,  and  referves 
all  its  notes  for  the  fongfter  of  wine  and  love.  How  do  its 
firings  vibrate  at  the  very  name  of  Anacreon,  and  fend  forth 
more  harmonious  founds  !  O  my  friends  !  let  the  wine  circu- 
late in  deep  bowls  ;  join  your  voices  to  mine,  and  aid  me  to 
vary  the  modulations. 

Let  us  drink,  let  us  ling  Bacchus :  he  delights  in  our 
dances,  he  takes  plcafure  in  our  fongs  \  he  triumphs  over 
envy,  hatred,  and  chagrin1";  the  feducing  graces8,  and  the 


P  SchoL  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  1367. 
Id.  in  Vefp.  ▼.  1117. 

q  At  hen.  lib.  15.  cap.  15.  p.  695. 

*  It  wai  frequently  fung  at  enter- 
tainments.   I  hate  already  given  it  in 

Vol.  II. 


Note  IV.  of  the  Introduction. 

r  Anacreon,  od.  26.  39.  42.  &c. 

*  Id.  od..  41.     Mem.  de  T Acad,  dew 
Bell.  Lettr.  t.  iii.  p.  XI. 
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enchanting  loves,  owe  to  him  their  birth.     Let  us  love,  let 
us  drink,  let  us  fing  Bacchus. 

The  future  does  not  yet  exift  \  the  prefent  is  foon  no  more : 
life  is  only  the  moment  we  enjoy  \  Let  us  love,  let  us  drink, 
let  us  fing  Bacchus.  ^  . 

Wife  in  our  follies  u,  rich  in  our  pleafures,  let  us   trample 
*  under  foot  the  earth  and  its  vain  grandeur  x  ;  and,  in  that  de- 
licious intoxication  with  which  thefe  glorious  moments  infpire 
our  fouls,  let  us  drink,  let  us  fing  Bacchus. 

We  now  heard  a  great  noife  at  the  gate,  and  Callicles,  Nico- 
ftratus,  and  other  young  men  made  their  appearance,  bring- 
ing with  them  fame  dancing  girls,  and  female  performers  on. 
the  flute,  with  whom  they  had  fupped  *.  Moft  of  the  com- 
pany immediately  rofe  from  table,  and  began  to  dance;  for 
the  Athenians  are  fo  paffionately  fond  of  this  exercife,  that 
they  confidcr  it  as  a  want  of  politenefs  not  to  join  in  it  when- 
ever circumftances  require  ».  Several  reliflies  for  the  purpofe 
of  ftimulating  the  appetite  were  brought  in  at  the  fame  time  ; 
fuch  as  cercopes  *  and  grafhoppers  »,  fliced  radices  pickled 
in  vinegar  and  muftardb,  roafted  vetches  c,  and  olives  taken 
frefhout  of  the  pickle d. 

This  new  fcrvice,  accompanied  with  a  frefh  ftock  of  wine, 
and  larger  goblets  than  we  had  hitherto  made  ufe  of  %  feero- 
ed  the  prelude  to  exceffes  which  were  fortunately  interrupted 
by  an  unexpefted  fecne.  On  the  arrival  of  Callicles,  Theo- 
timus  had  ftept  out  of  the  room,  and  now  returned,  follow- 
ed by  fome  of  thofe  jugglers  and  buffoons,  who  amufe  the 
populace  by  their  deceptions  in  the  ftrects  and  markets  of  the 
city  f .  ^^^ 


id. 


«  Id.  od.  4.  I5»*4i&c- 

"  Id.  od.  48. 

*  Id.  od.  a6. 

y  Plat,  in  Conv.  t.  iii.  p.  412 
in  Proiag.  t.  i.  p.  347- 

2  Alexis,  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4-  «P-  4 

p.  134.    Theophr.  Charaft.  cap.  ij. 

•  A  little  animal  refembling  a  graf- 

hopper.     Athcn.  p.  133- 


a  Ariftoph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  4.  p.  133. 
b  Athen.  ibid.  Ariftot.  Hift.  Anim. 

lib.  5-  «P-  3°  *•  "•  P-  ^6. 

c  Scbol.  Ariftoph.  in  Ecclef.  ▼.  45. 

d  Athen.  ibid.  p.  133. 

«  Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  I.  {  XO4.  Ca- 
faub.  in  Theophr.  cap.  4-  P<  39- 

f  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  *.  t.  ii.  p.  658. 
Athcn.  lib.  4.  cap.  1.  p.  1*9. 
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The  table  was  foon  after  cleared.  We  made  libations  in 
howrar  of  the  good  genius  and  Jupiter  Saviour  *  ;  and,  after 
wafhing  our  hands  in  perfumed  water  h,  our  fleighuof-haod 
men  began  their  tricks.  One  placed  a  certain  number  of  (hells, 
or  little  balls,  under  dice  boxes,  which  he  caufed  to  vanifh  or 
appear  at  his  command,  with  fuch  dexterity  as  to  efcape  the 
eye*.  Another  wrote  or  read,  at  the  fame  time  whirling 
round  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  k.  Some,  there  were  who  vo- 
mited flames  from  their  mouths,  or  walked  with  their  heads 
downwards  upon  their  hands,  imitating  the  motions  of  dan- 
cers with  their  feet  L,  A  woman  appeared  holding  twelve 
brafe  hoops  in  her  hand,  with  feveral  little  rings  of  the  fame 
metal  fining  in  their  circumference,  and  while  (he  danced, 
fucceffively  threw  into  the  air  and  catched  the  twelve  hoops  m. 
Another  ruftied  into  the  midft  of  feveral  naked  fwords n. 
Thefe  tricks,  fome  of  which  intertfted  without  pleafing  me, 
were  almoft  all  performed  to  the  found  of  the  flute.  To  fuc- 
ceed  in  them,  it  is  neceffary  to  unite  a  graceful  neatnefs  to 
precifion  of  motion. 


C  H  A  P.     XXVI. 

Of  the  Education  of  the  Athenians. 

• 
The  inhabitants  of  Mytilene  having  again  brought  under 
fubjedion  fome  of  their  allies,  who  had  revolted  from  them, 
forbade  them  to  give  the  leaft  inftruftion  to  their  children*. 
They  were  fen Q Die  that  no  more  effectual  method  could  be 
devifed  to  retain  them  in  fervitude,  than  to  keep  them  in  ig- 
norance. 


*  Ariftoph.  in  At.  t.  hi  2.  Schol. 
cjafd.  io  Pac.  v.  299. 

h  Arhcn.  lib.  9.  cap.   18.  p.  409. 

>  Cafaub.  in  Atnen.  lib.  1.  cap.  15  ; 
lib-  4.  cap  x. 

k  Xenoph.  i  1  Con*,  p.  893. 

1  Herodut.  lib.  6.  cap.  129. 


m  Xenoph  in  Conviv.  p.  876.  Cay- 
lus,  Recucil  d'Antiquit.  t.  i.  p.  302. 

n  Xenoph.  ibid.  Atheo.  lib.  4.  p. 
129.  Paciaud.  de  Athlct.  K*£*f.  §  5. 
p.  18. 

a  iElian.  Var.  Hid.  lib.  7.  cap.  15. 
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The  objefi  of  education  is  to  give  to  the  body  the  ftrength 
defigned  it  by  nature,  and  to  the  mind  every  perfection  of 
which  it  is  capable  b.  Education  among  the  Athenians  com- 
mences at  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  does  not  end  till  his 
twentieth  year.  This  period,  fo  far  from  being  longer  than 
is  neceffary  to  form  citizens,  is  found  inefficient,  from  the 
negligence  of  parents,  who  abandon  the  hopes  of  the  ftate 
and  of  their  families,  at  fiift  to  flaves,  and  afterwards  to  the 
care  of  mercenary  preceptors. 

L  •  j  .1  ators  could  only  exprefs  their  opinions  on  this  fubjed 
by  general  laws  c  :  philofophers,  enlarging  the  field  of  their 
inquiries,  have  extended  their  views  even  to  the  care  requi- 
fite  during  the  ftate  of  childhood,  and  to  the  affiduities,  too 
frequently  prejudicial,  of  thofe  who  furround  infants.  In 
treating  of  this  effential  objeft,  I  fliall  fliow  the  connection 
which  certain  practices  have  with  religion  or  government ; 
and  place  by  the  fide  of  the  errors  ufually  committed,  the  ad- 
vice of  perfons  of  underftanding  and  reflection. 

Epicharis,  the  wife  of  Apollodorus,  at  whofe  houfe  I  re- 
futed, was  on  the  point  of  lying  in.  During  the  firft  forty 
days  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe  was  not  fuffered  to  go  out d.  She 
was  repeatedly  reminded,  that,  as  the  conflitution  of  her 
child  might  be  greatly  influenced  by  her  conduct  and  ftate 
of  health  c,  it  was  her  duty  to  make  ufe  of  wholefome  nou- 
i  fhment,    and  to  preferve  her  ftrength  by  gentle  ezercife  f. 

Among  many  of  thofe  nations  whom  the  Greeks  ftyle  bar- 
barians, the  natal  day  of  an  infant  is  a  day  of  mourning  for 
the  family  s.  Aflembling  around  it  they  companionate  the 
child  who  has  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  the  fatal  prefent 
of  exiftence.  Thefe  lamentations  are  but  too  conformable  to 
the  maxims  of  the  Grecian  fages.     When  we  refleft,    fay 


b  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  C  ii.  p.  788. 
e  Id.  ibid. 

d  Cenfor.  de  Die  Nat.  cap.  XX. 
c  Hippocrat.  de  Mat.  Fucr.  $  Jtf. 
t*i.  p.  149. 


f  Pht.  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  789. 
Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  16.  u  iu  p. 
447- 

8  Hemdot.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  Strab, 
lib.  xx.  p.  £19.    AoUmL  p- 16. 
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they,  on  the  deftiny  that  awaits  man  on  earth,  we  ought  to 
bedew  his  cradle  with  our  tears  h. 

Yet  at  the  birth  of  the  fon  of  ApoHodorus  I  beheld  joy 
and  tendernefs  fparkle  in  the  eyes  of  the  relations  ;  1  faw  a- 
crown  of  olive,  the  fymbol  of  that  agriculture  for  which  man 
was  defigned,  fufpended  over  the  door  of  the  houfe.  Had  it 
been  a  girl,  a  woollen  fillet,  inftead  of  the  olive  crown,  would 
have  betokened  the  fpecies  of  labour  in  which  women  (hould 
9  employ  themfelves  '•  This  cuftom,  which  recals  the  memory 
of  ancient  manners,  proclaims  to  the  republic  that  fhe  has 
acquired  a  citizen*  Formerly  it  was  emblematic  of  the  pater- 
nal and  maternal  duties. 

The  father  has  the  right  of  pronouncing  on  the  life  or 
death  of  his  children.  On  their  birth  they  are  laid  at  his 
feet,  and  if  he  takes  them  in  his  arms  they  are  faved.  When 
he  is  not  wealthy  enough  to  bring  them  up,  or  when  he  de- 
fpairs  of  being  able  to  cot-reft  certain  defe&s  in  their  confor- 
mation, he  turns  afide  his  eyes,  and  they  are  inftantly  car- 
ried off  to  be  expofed,  or  put  to  death  k.  The  laws  prohibit 
this  barbarity  at  Thebes l ;  but  authorize  or  tolerate  it  through- 
out almoft  all  the  reft  of  Gteecc.  Some  philofophers  approve 
it m  $  whilft  others,  contradicted  indeed  by  more  rigid  mora- 
lifts11,  add,  that  a  mother,  who  is  already  l'urrounded  by  a 
too  numerous  family,  has  a  right  to  deftroy  the  child  fhe  car- 
ries in  her  womb. 

Whence  is  it  that  enlightened  and  fenfible  nations  thus  vio- 
late the  dictates  of  nature  ?  It  is  becaufe  the  number  of  their 
citizens  being  limited  by  the  very  conftitution,  they  are  not 
anxious  to  augment  their  population  ;  and  every  citizen  being 
with  them  a  foldier,  the  country  gives  itfelf  no  concern  about 


h  Euripid.  Fragm.  Ctefipb.  p.  476. 
Aiioch.  ap.  Plar.  1.  3.  p  368.  Cicer. 
Tnfcul.  lib.  1.  cap.  48  C.  ii.  p,  273> 

i  Hcfych.  in  1]*<p*t.  Ephipp.  ap 
Axhen.  lib  9.  <>.  3;o. 

k  Tcrcot.  in  Hcautontim.  a&  4. 


fcen.  1. 

1   iElian.  Var.  Hift.  li]>.  a.  cap.  7.    1 
m  Plat,  de  Rep-  lib  5.  t.  ii  p  46®. 
n   Ariftut.de  Kepuhl.  lib.  7.  cap  16. 

t.  ii.  jx  447    Phocylid.  Poem.  Admon. 

v.  17a. 
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the  fate  of  a  man  who  would  never  render  it  any  fervice,  and 
to  whom  its  affiflance  would  be  often  neceflary. 

The  child  was  wa(hed  with  warm  water,  conformably  to 
the  advice  of  Hippocrates  •.  The  people  who  are  called  bar- 
barians would  have  plunged  it  into  cold  water  p,  which  would 
have  contributed  to  ftrengthen  it.  It  was  then  laid  in  one  of 
thofe  wicker  bafkets  ufetf  to  feparate  the  grain  from  the  chaff  4  ; 
m  ceremony  deemed  the  prefage  of  great  future  opulence,  or 
of  a  numerous  pofterity. 

Formerly  the  mod  diftinguifhed  rank  did  not  exempt  a  mo- 
ther from  nurfing  her  infant :  flic  now  confides  this  facred  du- 
ty to  a  (lave  r ;  but,  to  correct  in  fome  meafure  the  meannefs 
of  her  birth,  fhe  is  admitted  into  the  family ;  and  nurfes  in 
general  become  the  friends  and  confidants  of  the  girls  they 
have  brought  up  '• 

As  the  Lacedaemonian  nurfes  are  highly  celebrated  in 
Greece  c,  Apollodorus  had  fent  for  one,  and  put  his  fon  into 
her  hands*  On  receiving  him  (he  was  particularly  careful  not 
to  fwaddle  him  u,  nor  to  confine  his  limbs  by  the  .machines 
made  ufe  of  in  certain  countries  z,  and  which  too  often  ferve 
only  to  thwart  and  obftrutt  nature. 

To  accuftom  him  early  to  bear  the  cold,  ihe  covered  him 
only  with  a  few  thin  garments,  a  practice  recommended  by 
the  philosophers  y,  and  which  I  find  in  ufe  among  the  Ctelts, 
another  of  thofe  nations  fly  led  barbarians  by  the  Greeks. 

The  fifth  day  was  fet  apart  for  purifying  the  infant :  a  wo- 
man took  him  in  her  arms,  and,  foHcwed  by  the  whole  family, 
ran  with  him  feveral  times  round  a  fire  burning  on  the  al- 
tar *. 


°  Hippocr.  dc  Salubr.  Diaet.  §  9. 
t.  i.  p  f  30. 

P  Anftot.  de  Rep-  lib.  7.  cap.  17. 
t.  ii.  p.  447. 

1  Callim.  Hymn,  in  Jov.  ▼.  48. 
Schol.  ibid      Erym.  Magn.  in  Aukw 

r  Piat.  dc  Leg.  I.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  79c. 
Ariftot.  dc  Mor.  I.  8.  c.  9.  c.  ii.  p.  ic8. 

5  Euripid.  in    Hippol.   Tcrenr.  in 


Heauton  Adclph.  &c. 

1  Plu>.  in  LYCurg.  t.  i.  b.  40. 

*  Id.  ibid.  *  P     9 

*  Aiiftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  17. 
r.  ii.  p.  447- 

Y   Id.  ibid. 

*  Plat,  in  Thcsct.  t.  i.p.  166.  Har- 
pocr.  ct  Hcfych  iu  A^f*3g.  Mcurf. 
dc  Pucrp,  cap.  tf. 
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Many  children  dying  of  convulfions  foon  after  their  birth, 
the  parents  wait  for  the  feventh,  and  fome  times  the  tenth  day, 
before  they  name  them  a.  Apollodorus  having  afiembled  his 
own  and  his  wife's  relations,  and  their  friends b,  fa  id  in  their 
prefence,  that  he  gave  his  child  the  name  of  his  father  Lyfis  ; 
for  it  is  the  cuftom  for  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  family  to  be  named 
after  his  grandfather c.  This  ceremony  was  fucceeded  by  a 
facrifice  and  an  entertainment ;  and  a  few  days  after  followed 
by  another  dill  more  facred,  that  of  initiation  into  the  Eleu- 
finian  my  ft  erics.  The  Athenians,  perfuaded  that  initiation  is 
productive  of  great  advantages  after  death,  are  anxious  to 
perform  this  ceremony  on  their  children  d. 

On  the  fortieth  day  Epicharis  quitted  her  bed  €.  This  day 
was  a  feftival  in  the  houfe  of  ApolUylorus  ;  and  the  parents, 
after  receiving  new  tokens  of  affection  from  their  friends,  re- 
doubled their  attention  to  the  education  of  their  fon.  Their 
firft  object  was  to  give  him  a  robufl  conftitution,  and  to  felect 
from  the  practices  generally  in  ufe,  fuch  as  were  moil  con- 
formable to  the  views  of  nature,  and  the  improved  knowledge 
of  philofophy.  Deidamia,  for  fo  the  nurfe  or  gouvernante 
was  named,  iiftened  to  their  advice,  and  fug  gelled  what  Ike 
herfelf  had  learned  from  experience. 

So  powerful  is  the  vegetation  of  the  human  body  in  •  the 
firft  five  years  of  infancy,  that,  according  to  fome  naturalifls, 
it  does  not  double  its  height  in  the  twenty  fucceeding  years  f. 
It  then  requires  plentiful  nourifliment,  and  much  exercife. 
Nature  agitates  the  infant  with  a  fecret  reftlelfnefs,  and  nurfes 
are  often  obliged  to  take  him  in  their  arms,  and  gently  lull 
his  brain  by  pleating  and  melodious  fongs.     It  mould  feem  as 


*  Euripid.  in  EU&.  ▼.  1126.  Arif- 
toph.  in  Av.  ▼.  494  et  913,  Schol. 
ibid.  DcmoOh.  adv.  Bceot.  p.  1004* 
Artftoc  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  7.  cap.  I  a. 
tup.  S96.     Harpocr.  in  £&yt. 

b  Suxd.  in  tixctr. 

c  Ifaus,  de  Hxredit.  Pyrrh.  p.  41. 
Plat  in  Lyf.  t.  ii.  p.  aej.    Dcmofth. 


in  Bcot.  p.  1005. 

<J  Terene.  in  Phorm.  a&.  i.  fcen.  1. 

▼.15.    Apollod.  ap.  Donat.  ibid.  Tur- 

ncb.  adv.  lib.  3.  cap.  6.     Note  of  Ma- 

dame  Dacier  on  the  2d  frene  of  the 

4th  a&  of  the  Plotus  of  Ariftophanef. 

e  Cenfor.  de  Die  Natal,  cap.  1 1.   % 

f  Plat,  de  Leg.  Ub.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  788. 
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if  long  habit  had  led  them  to  confider  mufic  and  dancing  as 
the  primary  elemepts  of  our  education  *  :  tbefe  promote  di- 
geftion,  procure  tranquil  fleep,  and  diflipate  thofc  fudden  ter- 
rors which  external  objects  are  apt  to  produce  on  the  yet 
feeble  organs* 

As  foon  as  the  child  was  able  to  (land,  Deidamia  accuftom- 
ed  him  to  walk,  being  herfelf  always  ready  to  aflift  him  h.  I 
afterwards  faw  her  puflittle  play- things  into  his  hands,  which 
by  their  noife  might  amufe  him,  or  divert  his  attention  * ;  a 
circumftance  I  fhould  pafs  unnoticed,  were  not  the  mod  com- 
modious of  thefe  toys  the  invention  of  the  celebrated  philofo- 
pher  Archytas  k,  who  wrote  on  the  nature  of  the  univerfe, 
and  at  the  fame  time  employed  his  attention  on  the  education 
of  children. 

More  important  cares  foon  occupied  the  attention  of  Dei- 
damia, and  particular  views  led  her  to  deviate  from  the  prac- 
tices moil  generally  in  life.  She  accuftomed  her  pupil  to  eat 
indifcriminately  of  all  forts  of  food  that  were  offered  him  l. 
Never  was  violence  employed  to  flop  his  tears :  but  it  was 
only  in  compliance  with  the  example  of  certain  philofophers  m9 
that  (he  confidered  them  as  a  fort  of  ufeful  exercife  for  chil- 
dren ;  it  appeared  tp  her  preferable  to  prevent  them  when 
their  caufe  could  be  difcovered,  and  to  fuffer  them  to  flow 
when  that  could  not  be  afcertained  :  he  therefore  ceafed  to  ihed 
any  as  foon  as  he  was  able  by  his  geftures  to  explain  his 
wants* 

She  was  particularly  attentive  to  the  firft  impreffions  he 
fhould  receive ;  impreffions  fometimes  fo  powerful  and  dura- 
ble as  to  leave  traces  on  the  character  for  the  remainder  of 
life  ;  and,  in  fad,  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  but  that  a  mind  which 
in  its  infancy  is  continually  agitated    by  idle  terrors,  fhouW 


S  Id.  ibid.  p.  790. 
h  Id.  ibid.  lib.  7  p.  789. 
i  Etym.  Mago.  et  S»id.  in  IUa7«X. 
Anthol.  1.  6.  c.  23.  p.  440. 

k  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  C 


.  p  456. 
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Plut.  in  Lyeurg.  t.  i.  p.  49. 
m  Ariftot  dc  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  17.  t, 
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become  more  and  more  fufceptible  of  that  timidity  in  which 
it  has  been  regularly  initiated  ■•  Deidamia  carefully  with* 
held  from  her  pupil  all  objefts  that  might  increafe  his  fears 
inftead  of  multiplying  them  by  menaces  and  blows. 

I  one  day  faw  her  much  offended  at  a  mother  who  had  told 
her  fon  that  the  pimples  in  his  face  were  a  puniibment  for  his 
falfehoods  °  ;  and  in  confequence  of  my  obferving  that  the 
Scythians  handled  their  weapons  with  equal  addrefs  with  the 
right  and  left  hand,  I  foon  after  faw  her  pupil  make  ufe  of 
both  his  hands  indifcriminately  p. 

He  was  healthy  and  robuft,  and  was  not  treated  either  with 
that  exceffive  indulgence  which  renders  children  difficult  to 
pleafe,  hafty,  impatient  of  the  flighted  contradiction,  and  in- 
fupportable  to  others ;  nor  with  that  extreme  feverity  that 
makes  them  timid,  fervile,  and  infupportable  to  themfelves  q. 
His  taftes  were  contradicted  without  reminding  him  of  his 
dependence ;  and  his  faults  were  puniflied  without  adding  in- 
fait  to  correction r.  Apollodorus  laid  the  moil  particular  in- 
junction on  his  fon  not  to  frequent  the  fociety  of  the  fer- 
vants,  who  were  ftriftly  prohibited  from  tainting  him  with 
the  lead  tin&ure  of  vice,  either  by  their  words  or  their  ex- 
ample '• 

It  is  the  advice  of  wife  men  not  to  impofe  on  children,  for 
the  firft  five  years,  any  labour  that  requires  application  c :  their 
fports  alone  (hould  animate  and  intereft  them.  This  period, 
allotted  for  the  growth  and  ftrengthening  of  the  body,  Apol- 
lodorus prolonged  in  favour  of  his  fon  ;  nor  did  he  place  him 
under  the  rare  of  a  conductor  or  pedagogue  before  the  end  of 
his  fixth  year  u.  This  tutor  was  a  confidential  flave  x,  em- 
ployed to  accompany  him  every  where,  and  efpecially  to  the 
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matters  who  were  to  inftil  into  him  the  firft  elements  of  the 
fciences. 

Before  he  intruded  him  to  his  care,  he  was  defirons  of  fecu- 
ring  to  him  the  privileges  of  a  citizen.  I  have  already  faid 
that  the  Athenians  are  divided  into  ten  tribes  :  each  tribe  is 
fubdivided  into  three  confraternities,  or  curiae  ;  and  each  cu- 
ria into  thirty  claffes  ?•  The  haembers  of  the  fame  curia  are 
deemed  brethren,  inafmuch  as  their  feflivals,  temples,  and  fa- 
orifices  are  in  common.  An  Athenian  muft  be  enrolled  ia 
one  of  the  curias,  either  immediately  on  his  birth,  or  at  three 
or  four  years  old,  but  rarely  after  the  feventh  year  z.  This 
ceremony  is  folemnly  performed  at  the  feftival  Apaturia,  which 
is  celebrated  in  the  month  Pyanepfion,  and  lads  three  days. 
The  firft  day  is  diftinguiihed  only  by  entertainments,  at  which 
relations  are  affembled  together  under  the  fame  roof,  and  the 
members  of  a  curia  in  the  fame  place  *. 

The  fecond  is  confecrated  to  religious  ceremonies.  The 
magi  Urates  offer  up  public  facrificts ;  and  many  Athenians, 
richly  drefled,  and  carrying  burning  firebrands  in  their  hands, 
run  haftily  round  the  altar,  fing  hymns  in  honour  of  Vulcan, 
and  celebrate  the  god  who  introduced  the  ufe  of  fire  among 

mortals  b. 

On  the  third  day,  children  are  admitted  to  the  rank  of  citi- 
zens. Several  of  both  iexes  were  to  be  prefented  c.  I  fol- 
lowed Apollodorus  into  a  fmall  temple  which  belonged  to  his 
curia  d,  where  we  found  the  chiefs  of  the  curia,  and  of  the 
particular  clafs  of  which  he  was  a  member,  affembled  with 
feveral  of  his  relations*  He  prefented  his  fon  to  them,  with 
a  flieep  for  facrifice  :  this  they  proceeded  to  weigh,  and  I 
heard  fome  of  the  by- (landers  cry  out  laughing,  Lefs,  lefs  ; 
meaning  that  it  was  not  of  the  weight  prefcribed  by  the  law  c. 
This  is  a  pleafantry  feldom  omitted  on  thefe  occafions.  Whilft 

y  Hefych.  Etymol.  Magu.  Harpocr.  I  b  Id  ibid, 

et  Suid.  in  Ttmr.    Poll.  lib.  3.  $  52.       J  c  Poll,  lib  8.  cap.  9.  §  107. 

z  Sam.  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  146.  &c.      I  d  id.  lib.  3   §  52. 

a  Mcvrf.  Grsec.  Fcriat,  in  Apatur,     |  f  Harpocr.  in  Uun*  Said,  ia  Ummy. 
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the  flame  was  confuming  part  of  the  vidim  f ,  Apollodorus 
advanced,  and  holding  his  fon  by  the  hand,  took  the  gods  to 
witnefs  that  this  child  was  the  offspring  of  himfelf,  and  of  an 
Athenian  wife,  in  lawful  wedlock  f .  The  votes  were  now  . 
collefted,  and  the  infant  immediately  enrolled  under  the  name 
of  Lylis,  fon  of  Apollodorus,  in  the  archives  of  the  curia, 
called  the  Public  Regifter  h. 

This  ad,  by  which  a  child  is  entered  in  a  certain  tribe, 
curia,  and  clafs  of  that  curia,  is  the  only  one  that  afcertains 
the  legitimacy  of  his  birth,  and  eftabliihes  his  right  to  the 
inheritance  of  his  parents  K  When  the  members  of  the  cu- 
ria refufe  to  incorporate  him  in  their  body,  they  are  liable  to 
be  profecuted  by  the  father  *• 

Education,  to  be  conformable,  to  the  genius  of  a  govern- 
ment, fliould  imprefs  on  the  hearts  of  the  young  citizens,  u- 
niformity  of  fentiments  and  principles  :  accordingly  the  an- 
cient legiflators  had  fubjefted  the  youth  to  one  common  in- 
flitution  l.  At  prefcnt  they  are  in  general  brought  up  in  their 
own  families,  which  dire&ly  clafhes  with  the  democratic  fpi- 
iit.  In  private  education,  a  child,  meanly  abandoned  to  the 
flattery  of  his  relations  and  their  flaves,  confiders  himfelf  as 
diftin&  from  the  multitude,  becaufe  he  is  feparated  from 
them.  In  public  education,  the  emulation  is  more  general ; 
all  conditions  are  brought  upon  a  level,  or,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
are  in  contaft  with  each  other :  there  the  youthful  citizen  is 
every  day  and  every  ir.fi ant  taught,  that  merit  and  talents  a- 
lone  can  confer  any  real  fuperiority. 

This  queftion  is  more  eafy  of  folution  than  a  multitude  of 
others  which  employ  the  fruitlefs  difcuflions  of  philofopbers. 
It  is  often  aiked  whether  more  attention  fliould  be  beftowed  on 
th,e  cultivation  of  the  mind  than  the  formation  of  the  heart ; 
whether  infants  fliould  be  confined  to  leflbns  of  virtue,  exclufive- 

f  Demofth.  in  Macart.  p.  1029.         I  *  Demofth.  in  B<sot.  p.  1005, 

&  Ifseus,  dc  H*red.  Apoil.  p.  65.  Id.  I  *  Id.  adv.  Near.  p.  870. 

de  Hatred.  Cyron.  p.  70.                         I  1  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  I.  t. 

*  Harpocr.  in  Km.  YZ*(H**                I  "  P*  449* 
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Jy  of  thofe  which  have  relation  to  the  wants  and  comforts  of 
fociety ;  and  how  far  they  fliould  be  inftru&ed  in  the  arcs  and 
fciences m  ' 

Far  from  engaging  in  fuch  difputes,  Apollodorus  determine 
ed  not  to  deviate  from  the  fyftem  of  education  eftabliflied  by 
the  ancient  leg ifla tors,  the  wifdom  o£  which  attracts  a  gr«&t 
number  of  ftudents  from  the  neighbouring  countries,  as  well 
as  from  the  remoteft  nations  n.  But  he  referred  to  himfelf 
the  power  of  correcting  its  abufes.  He  fent  his  fon  every 
day  to  the  fchools,  which  the  law  orders  to  be  opened  at  fun 
riling,  and  (hut  at  fun  fet°.  His  conductor  took  him  there 
in  the  morning,  and  returned  for  him  in  the  evening  p. 

Among  the  preceptors  intruded  with-  the  care  of  the  Athe- 
nian youth,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  men  of  diftin- 
guimed  merit.  Such  formerly  was  Damon,  who  gave  lefibns 
of  mufic  to  Socrates  4,  and  of  politics  to  Pericles  r.  Such,  in 
xny  time,  was  Philotimos  ;  who  had  frequented  the  fchool  of 
Plato,  and  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  arts,  added  a  well- 
grounded  knowledge  of  true  philofophy.  Apollodorus,  who 
had  a  great  affe&ion  for  him,  had  prevailed  on  htm  to  affift 
in  the  pains  he  bellowed  on  the  education  of  his  fon. 

They  were  agreed  that  it  fliould  turn  only  on  one  principle* 
Pleafure  and  pain,  faid  Philottmus  to  me  one  day,  are  like 
two  copious  ftreams,  which  Nature  has  distributed  among 
men,  and  in  which  they  dip  at  a  venture  for  mifery  or  hap- 
pinefs  '.  Thefe  are  the  two  firft  feelings  of  our  infancy,  and 
thofe  which  direft  all  our  a&ions  in  a  more  advanced  age. 
But  let  us  beware  left  fuch  guides  feduce  us  into  errors :  Ly- 
fis  therefore  muft  be  taught  betimes  to  be  diffident  of  their 
fuggefl ions,  and  not  to  contraft  in  his  earlier  years  any  habit 
that  may  not  eventually  be  jultified  by  reafon.     Let  example, 


m  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  *.  p. 

n   AfchiP.  Epift.  np  24. 

0  Id.  in  Hm.  p  a6i. 

*  Plat,  in  Lyf.  t.  ii.  p.  223, 


q  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  400. 
r  Id.  in  Alcib.  t.  ii.  p.  II 8.     Plut. 
in  Pcj.  ».  i  p   154. 

•  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  I.  p.  6*6. 
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eonverfation,  fciences,  bodily  exercifes,  every  thing,  in  fiiort* 
concur  to  make  him  love  and  hate,  from  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, what  it  is  his  duty  to  love  and  hate  for  his  whol* 
life  f . 

A  courfe  of  ftudies  comprifes  mufic  and  gymnaftics'"  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  every  thing  that  has  any  relation  to  mental  and  cor- 
poreal exercifes.  In  this  divifion  the  word  mufic  is  of  very 
extenfive  acceptation. 

To  underftand  the  form  and  value  of  letters,  to  trace  then 
with  elegance  and  facility  *,  to  give  the  proper  length  and 
intonation  to  fyllables,  were  the  firft  ftudies  of  young  Lyfis. 
He  repaired  daily  to  the  houfe  of  a  grammarian,  who  dwelt 
near  the  temple  of  Thefeus,  in  a  frequented  part  of  the  city, 
and  who  gave  inftru&ions  to  a  great  number  of  difciples  '• 
Every  evening  he  gave  to  his  parents  an  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  he  had  made.  I  faw  him  with  a  flylus,  or  pin,  in  his 
hand,  repeatedly  following  the  windings  of  the  letters  his 
matter  had  traced  out  on  the  tablets  z.  He  was  enjoined  to 
p^y  the  mod  fcrupulous  attention  to  punftuation,  until  it  was 
time  to  indraft  him  in  the  rules  '•  He  often  read  the  fables 
of  iEfopk,  and  frequently  repeated  verfes  he  knew  by  rote. 
To  exercife  the  memtry  of  their  pupils,  the  profeflors  of 
grammar  teach  them  panages  of  Homer,  Hefiod,  and  the 
Lyric  poets  c:  but,  fay  the  philosophers,  nothing  is  fo  con- 
trary to  the  moft  important  objeft  of  education.  As  the  poets 
attribute  paffions  to  the  gods,  and  juftify  thofe  of  men,  child- 
ren become  familiar  with  vice  before  tbfij  know  its  pernici- 
ous nature.  Sor  this  reafon,  colleftions  of  feleft  pieces  of  a 
pure  morality  have  been  formed  for  their  ufe  d,  and  it  was 


1  Id.  lib.  2.  p-  653.  Ariftot.  de 
Mur.  lib.  I.  cap.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  ao. 

J  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  325,  &c. 
Id.  dc  Rep  lib.  3  t.  ii.  p  412. 

x  Lncian.  dc  Oymnaf.  t.  ii.  p.  902. 

>  Plat,  in  Akib.  I  c.  ii  p.  114. 
Demofth.  dc  Cor.  p.  494  ct  515. 

1  Plat,  in  Cnarmid.  t.  ii.  p.  IJ9. 
tyintii.  lib.  1.  cap.  1.  p.  13. 


a  Ariftot.  dc  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  5. 
t.  ii.  p.  589 

b  Ariftoph.  in  Pac.  t.  J  28.  Id.  in 
Av.  v.  471.  Ariftot.  ap.  Schol.Ariftoph. 
ibid. 

c  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  i. 
de  Rep.  lib.  2.  p.  377, 
Gymn.  t.  >i.  p.  902. 

d  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  81  r. 


p.  3*5. 
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one  of  thofe  collections  that  the  mailer  of  Lyfis  had  put  into 
his  hands.  To  this  he  afterwards  added  the  enumeration  of 
the  troops  who  went  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  as  we  find  it  ia 
the  Iliad  e.  Some  leg  id  a  tors  have  dire&ed  that  children 
fliould  be  accuftomed  to  repeat  it  in  the  fchools,  as  it  con- 
tains the  names  of  the  moll-  ancient  cities  and  families  of 
Greece  f . 

In  the  earlier  part  of  his  education,  when  Lyfis  fpoke,  or 
read,  or  was  declaiming  from  any  author,  I  was  aftonifhed 
at  the  degree  of  importance  his  teachers  annexed  to  his  pro- 
nunciation, by  making  him  fometimes  reft  upon  one  fylla- 
blc,  and  hurrying  him  on  another.  Philotimus,  to  whom  I 
expreffed  my  furprife,  removed  it  by  the  following  observa- 
tions : 

Our  firfl  legiflators  eafily  conceived  that  the  Greeks  muft 
be  addreffed  through  the  imagination,  and  that  virtue  was  in- 
finitely more  perfuafive  when  conveyed  by  fentiment,  than  in 
precepts.  They  pre  Tented  us  with  truths  decorated  with  all 
the  charms  of  poetry  and  mufic.  We  were  taught  our  duties 
in  the  amufements  of  our  childhood :  we  fang  the  bounty  of 
the  gods,  and  the  virtues  of  our  heroes.  Our  manners  be* 
came  milder  by  the  pleafing  illufion ;  and  we  may  at  this  day 
fairly  boaft,  that  the  graces  themfelves  have  laboured  to  make, 
us  what  we  are. 

The  language  we  fpeak  feems  to  be  their  invention.  What 
fweetnefs  2  what  richnefs  !  what  harmony  !  How  faithfully 
does  it  interpret  the  mind  and  heart !  Whilft  by  the  copi- 
oufnefs  and  bold  he  fs  of  its  expreffions,  it  fuffices  to  fignify  all 
our  ideas,  and  clothes  them  when  neceflary  in  brilliant  co- 
lours, its  melody  inftils  perfuafion  into  our  fouls.  It  is  not  fo 
much  my  intention  to  explain,  as  to  give  you  a  faint  idea  of 
this  effefi. 

c  Homer.  Iliad.  lib.  %,  f  Eoftath.  ia  Iliad.  %.  t.  i.  p.  463. 
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We  remark  in  this  language  three  effential  properties ; 
found,  accent,  and  quantity  f . 

Each  letter,  either  feparately  er  conjointly  with  another, 
conveys  a  found,  and  thefe,  founds  iiffer  in  foftnefs  or  harfh- 
nefs,  ftrength  or  feeblenefs,  clearnefs  or  obfeurity.  I  point 
out  to  Lyfis  thofe  which  delight  the  ear,  and  thofe  which  of- 
fend it  b :  I  make  him  remark  that  an  open,  clear,  and  full 
found  produces  more  effed  than  a  found  that  dies  apray  on 
the  lips,  or  is  broken  agalnft  the  teeth ;  and  that  there  is  one 
letter,  which,  when  it  frequently  recurs,  caufes  fo  difagreeable 
a  hifling,  that  fome  authors  have  rigoroufly  baniflied  it  from 
their  works  K 

You  are  aftoniflied  at  that  fpecies  of  melody,  which  among 
us  not  only  animates  declamation,  but  even  familiar  conver- 
fation.  You  will  find  it  among  almoft  all  the  fouthern  na- 
tions :  their  language,  like  ours,  is  guided  by  accents  appro- 
priated to  each  word,  and  which  give  inflections  to  the  voice, 
that  are  more  numerous  in  proportion  as  nations  poffefs  more 
fenfibility,  and  ftronger,  as  they  are  iefs  cultivated  and  en- 
lightened. Nay,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  ancient  Greeks 
not  only  ufed  more  afpi rations,  but  were  addicted  to  a  flill 
ftronger  accentuation  than  the  moderns.  However  that  may 
be,  with  us  the  voice  fometimes  rifes  and  finks  the  difference 
of  a  fifth  on  two  fyllables,  nay  even  on  the  fame  k  ;  but  more 
frequently  the  tranfition  is  by  fmaller  intervals  l9  fome  di- 
ftindly  marked,  others  fcarcely  perceptible  to,  or  wholly  un- 
difcoverable  by,  the  ear.  In  writing,  the  accents  being  plac- 
ed over  the  words™,  Lyfis  eafily  diftinguiflies  the  fyllables  on 
which  he  muft  elevate  or  lower  his  voice  ;  but  as  it  is  im- 
pofiible  by  figns  to  determine  the  precife  degrees  of  elevation 


S  Ariftot.  Poet.  cap.  40.  t.  ii.  p.  667. 

h  Plat,  in  rhca&t.  t.  i.  p.  403  Id. 
in  Cratyl.  ibid.  p.  444.  Dionyf.  Halic. 
de  Compof.  Verb.  cap.  ia.  t.  ▼.  p.  65. 

i  Dionyf.  ibid.  cap.  14  p.  80.  A- 
theo.  lib.  10.  cap.  41.  p.  455.  Euflath. 
in  Iliad,  xo.p.  813. 


k  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Compof.  Verb, 
cap.  11.  t.  v.  p.  58.  ' 

I  Sim.  Bircov  Not.  in  Dionyf.  p.  8. 
Mem.  de  1' Acad,  des  Bell.  Lett.  t.  xxxii. 

P.  439- 

ni  Ariftoph  de  Soph.  Blench,  t.  i.  p. 
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2nd  finking,  I  accuftom  him  to  adopt  the  inflexions  the  moft 
fuited  to  the  circumftances  and  the  fubjed  a.  You  muft  have 
perceived  that  his  intonation  daily  acquires  new  beauties,  as 
it  becomes  more  juft  and  varied." 

The  length  of  the  fyllables  is  meafured  by  a  certain  inter* 
val  of  time.  Some  drag  on  with  more  or  lefs  flownefs,  others 
prefs  forward  with  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  quicknefs  °. 
Colle£MfeveraI  fhort  fyllables,  and  you  will  be  hurried  away 
in  defpite  of  yourfelf,  by  a  rapidity  of  pronunciation  ;  fubfli- 
tute  long  fyllables  for  them,  and  you  will  be  retarded  by  their 
weight ;  combine  them  together-according  to  their  relative 
lengthy  you  will  perceive  your  ftyle  obedient  to  all  the  emo- 
tions of  your  mind,  and  exaftly  convey  the  impreffions  you 
wifh  to  communicate.  This  it  is  which  conftitutes  that  rhyth- 
mus,  that  cadence  p,  which  cannot  be  violated  without  offend- 
ing the  ear  ;  and  thus,  from  the  varieties  which  nature,  the 
paffions,  and  art,  have  given  to  the  expreffions  of  the  voice, 
there  refults  a  combination  of  more  or  lefs  agreeable,  violent, 
or  rapid  founds. 

When  Lyfis  mail  be  more  advanced,  I  will  (how  him  that 
the  bed  method  of  aborting  thefe  founds,  is  by  controlling 
them ;  for  contrail,  from  whence  arifes  equilibrium,  is 
throughout  all  nature,  and  principally  in  the  imitative  arts, 
the  fource  of  order  and  of  beauty.  I  will  fliow  him  by  what 
a  happy  equipoife  they  may  be  ftrengthened  and  enfeebled. 
Thefe  rules  mail*  be  fupported  by  examples.  In  the  works 
of  Thucydides  he  will  diftinguifh  a  fevere,  ^commanding  me- 
lody, full  of  grandeur,  but  generally  deftitute  of  amenity  ;  in 
the  writings  of  Xenophon,  a  feries  of  harmonious  founds, 
which,  by  their  elegance  and  foftnefs,  characterize  the  graces 
by  which  he  was  infpired  q ;  and  in  the  poems  of  Homer,  a 


n  Id.  de  Rhetor.  Kb.  3.  cap.  1. 1.  ii. 

p.  5*Z- 

0  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Compof.  Verb, 
cap.  15,  t.  v*.  p.  85. 

P  Plat,  in  CraiyL  t.  i.  p.  4*4.    Arif- 


tot.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  8.  t  ii.  p, 
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teamed  and  perpetually  diverfified  arrangement T.  Obferve, 
when  fpeaking  of  Penelope,  in  what  a  manner  that  poet  com* 
bines  the  fweeteft  and  moil  mdodioiis  founds,  to  difplay  the 
hannony  and  fplendouf  of  beauty  *.  Would  he  reprefent  the 
noHe  of  the  waves  breaking  on  the  (here,  his  language  length- 
ens, and  imitates  the  roaring  of  the  fea.  Does  he  wifh  to 
paint  the  torments  of  Sifyphus  eternally  labouring  to  roll  a 
rock  up  to  the  top  of  a  mountain*  whence  it  inceflantly  recoils 
upon  him,  his  verfes,  after  a  flow,  heavy,  and  fatiguing  pro- 
grefs,  roll  and  precipitate  themfelves  like  a  torrent '.  Thus 
are  founds  concerted  intd  colours,  and  images  become  reali- 
ties, under*  the  J^n  of  the  tnoit  harmonious  of  poets. 

We  do  not  teacli  foreign  languages  to  our  pupils  ;  whether 
it  be  from  contempt  of  othet  nations',  or  becaufe  they  have 
not  more  time  than  is  requifite*  to  learn  our  own.  With  the 
properties  of  the  component  elements  of  the  latter,  Lyfis  is 
-well  acquainted.  His  flexible  organs  feifce  without  difficulty 
thofe  (hades  which  a  prafiifed  ear  remarks  In  the  nature  of 
founds,  in  their  duration,  and  in  the  different  degrees  of  their 
elevation  or  depreffion  u. 

Thefe  notions,  which  have  never  yet  been  collected  in  any 
work,  will  perhaps  appear  to  you  frivolous  ;  and  fo  they 
would  be,  if,  compelled  as  we  are  to  pleafe  in  order  to  per- 
fuade*  it  were  not  often  neceffary  to  prefer  ftyle  to  thought, 
and  hannony  to  expreffiou*.  But  they  are  effential  in  a  go- 
vernment where  the  value  of  eloquence  is  infinitely  enhanced 
by  the  acceflbry  qualities  that  attend  it ;  and  more  efpecially 
among  a  people  whofe  mind  is  levity  itfelf,  and  whofe  fenfes 
are  of  the  utmoft  delicacy  ;  who  will  fometimes  pardon  an  ora- 
tor for  oppofing  their  inclinations,  but  never  for  offending  their 
ear y.     Hence  the,  incredible  exertions  of  certain  orators  to 


r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  90. 
'  Id.  ibid.  cap.  16.  t.  ▼.  p.  197* 
1  id.  ibid.  cap.  20  t.  r.  p.  139,  &c. 
u  Ariftot.  de  Rhct.  lib;  3.  cap.  X.- 1. 
fe  P.  5*3 
Vol.  II. 


*  Id.  p.  5 $4.    Diortyf.  Halic.  ibid* 
V  Demofth.  de  Coron.  p.  4S1.    Uf- 
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te&ify  their  organs  of  fpeecfa  ;  hence  their  efforts  to  give  that 
melody  and  cadence  to  their  harangues,  which  may  heft  effeft 
perfuafion ;  hence,  in  fine,  thofe  inexpreffible  charms,  that 
ravifhing  fweetnefs,  which  diftinguifli  the  Grecian  tongue  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Athenians  z.  Confidered  in  this  point  of 
Yiew,  grammar  is  fo  intimately  conne&ed  with  mufic,  that  the 
care  of  teaching  both  is  generally  intruded  to  the  fame  pre- 
ceptor a. 

I  {hall  relate  on  another  occauon  the  converfations  I  had 
with  Philotimus  on  the  fubje&  of  mufic.  I  fometimes  was 
prefent  at  the  mufical .  lefibns  he  gave  his  pupil.  Lyfis  learn- 
ed to  fing  with  tafte,  accompanying  his  voice  on  the  lyre.  H$ 
was  fufiered  to  make  uTe  of  no  instruments  that  violently  agi- 
tate the  mind,  or  which  ferve  only  to  enervate  it b. 

He  was  forbidden  th&flute,  which  alternately  excites  and  lulls 
to  deep  the  paffions.  Not  long  ago,  this  inftrument  confti- 
tuted  the  chief  entertainment  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  Ath<w 
nians.  Alcibiades,  when  a  boy,  began  to  learn  to  play  on  it; 
but  finding  that  his  exeitions  to  produce  the  founds  disfigured 
his  features,  he  broke  his  flute  into  a  thoufand  pieces  c.  From 
that  moment  the  Athenian  youth  confidered  playing  on  this 
inftrument  as  an  ignoble  exercife,  and  abandoned  it  to  pro* 
feffional  muficians. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  I  fet  out  for  Egypt.  Before 
my  departure,  I  requefted  Philotimus  to  commit  to  writing 
the  remainder  of  this  plan  of  education  ;  and  I  {hall  now  con- 
tinue the  narrative  from  his  journal. 

Lyfis  palled  fucceifively  under  the  care  of  different  matters. 
He  learned  arithmetic  by  principle,  and  in  his  fports  ;  for,  in 
order  to  affift  children  in  the  ftudy  of  this  fcience,  they  are 
accuftomed  fometimes  to  ihare  amongft  them,  according  to 


z  frat.  de  Leg.  lib.  X.  t.  ii.  p.  64s. 
Cicer.  de  Orator,  lib.  3.  cap.  XX.  t.  i. 
p.  290. 

a  Qainti].  loftit,  lib.  I,  cap.  10.  p. 


b  Arittot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  t. 
ii.  p.  457. 

c  Plat,  in  Alcib.  x.  t.  ii.  p.  ict» 
Aul.  Cell.  lib.  15.  cap.  Ijr 
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their  number,  a  certain  quantity  of  apples  or  chaplets ;  fome- 
times  they  change  places  with  each  other  in  their  eaercifes, 
according  to  certain  gi?eii  combinations  ;  fo  that  the  fame  boy 
(hall  occupy  each  place  in  his  turn  * d.  Apollodorus  would 
not  allow  his  (on  to  learn  either  the  pretended  powers  attri- 
buted to  numbers  by  the  Pythagoreans,  nor  the  application 
which  a  fpirit  of  fordid  intereft  may  make  of  calculation  to- 
commercial  tranfa&ionse.  He  nevertheless  had  a  great  efUem 
for  arithmetic,  becaufe,  among  other  advantages,  it  increafes 
the  fagacity  of  the  mind,  and  prepares  it  for  the  reception  of 
geometry  and  aftronomy  f. 

Lyfis  acquired  a  tinfture  of  both  thefe  fciences.  With  the* 
afliftance  of  the  former,  fliould  he  one  day  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  armies,  he  will  be  better  enabled  to  mark  out  a  camp, 
conduft  a  fiege,  arrange  troops  in  order  of  battle*  and  dire& 
their  motions  with  more  facility  on  a  march,  or  in  an  a&ion*. 
The  latter  will  guard  him  againft  the  panic  terror  with  which 
but  lately  the  foldiers  were  ufed  to  be  feized  at  the  fight  ot 
eclipfes  and  the  extraordinary  phenomena  of  nature  h. 

Apollodorus  happening  one  day  to  call  at  the  houfe  of  one 
of  the  preceptors  of  his  fon,  found  there  mathematical  inftru- 
ments,  fphefes,  globes !,  and  tables  on  which  were  delineated 
the  boundaries  of  different  empires,  and  the  pofition  of  the 
mod  celebrated  cities  k.  As  he  had  been  told  that  his  fon 
often  talked  to  his  friends  of  an  eftate  belonging  to  the  family 
in  the  diftrift  of  Cephiffia,  he  embraced  this  opportunity  to 
give  him  the  fame  leffon  that  Alcibiades  received  from  Socra- 
tes l.  Show  me,  faid  he  to  him,  on  this  map  of  the  world* 
where  Europe,  Greece,  and  Attica  are  fituated.  Lyfis  anfwer- 
ed  thefe  queftions  fatisfadorily ;  but  Apollodorus  next  in- 


*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

d  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  819. 

c  Id-  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.p.  S*5- 

f  Id.  in  Thcaet.  t.  i.  p.  145.  f3.de 
Rep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  526.  Id.  de  Leg. 
Bb«  5.  ti  ii.  p«  747. 


%  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  5»6. 
h   rhucyd.  lib.  7.  cap.  50. 
1  Arifloph.  in  Nub.  v.  2 ox,  Sec. 
k  Herodot.   lib.  5.   c.   49.      Diog. 
Laert.  in  Theophr.  lib.  5.  -,51. 
I  JRliao.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  %%* 
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quiring  of  him  where  the  diftnft  of  CephiJfia  lay,  his  foi*  an- 
swered with  bluihes,  that  he  was  not  able  to  find  it.  His 
friends  foiled,  aad  he  never  more  fpoke  of  the  pofleffions  of 
his  father. 

Lyfis  was  inflamed  with  an  #ardent  defire  to  acquire  know- 
ledge :'but  his  father  never  loft  fight  of  this  maxim  of  a  king 
of  Lacedaemoa,  That  nothing  fhould  be  taught  children  but 
^rhat  may  be  eventually  ufeful* :'  nor  of  this  other,  That  ig- 
norance is-  preferable  to  a  multiplicity  of  knowledge  conf ufecU 
ly  jumbled  together  in  the  mind  ** 

Lyfis  learned  at  the  fame  time  to  fwimr  and  to  manage  a 
horfe  °.  Dancing  regulated  his  fteps,  and  beftowed  a  grace* 
fulnefs  on  all  his  motions.  He  was  a  clofe  attendant  at  the 
gymnafium  of  the  Lyceum.  I  a.  Greece,  children  begin  their 
.  bodily  exercifes  very  early  p,  fometimes  even  at  feven  years 
c-ld  q,  and  continue  them  till  the  age  of  twenty.  They  art 
firft  habituated  to  bear  cold  and  heat,  and  all  the  inclemencies 
of  the  feafons r ;  and  afterward  accuftomed  to  throw  balls  of 
different  fizes,  returning  them  to  each  other.-  This  and  other 
games  of  the  lame  nature  are  but  preludes  to  thofe  laborious 
exercifes  which  are  to  fucceed  in  proportion  as  thcfr  ftrength 
jncreafcs.  They  run  on  a  deep  fand ;  hurl  javelins ;  and  leap 
over  ditches  or  barriers,  holding  in  their  hands  great  leaden 
weights,  and  throwing  into  the  air,  or  before  them,  quoits  of 
ftone  or  brafs  *•  They  run  once,  or  oftener,  the  whole  length 
of  the  ftadium,  and  frequently  in  heavy  armour.  But  their 
chief  exercifes  confift  in  wreftling,  pugilliftic  encounters,  and 
the  various  combats  which  I  fljall  defcribe  when  I  come  to 
fpeak  of  the  Olympic  games.  Lyfis,  who  was  paffionately 
fond  of'thefe  amufements,  was  obliged  to  ufe  them  with  mo- 


m  Plut.  Lacoitf  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p. 

*  Plat,  de  Lrg  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  S19. 

o  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  16a. 

P  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  $.  t.  U.  p.  40*. 


Lsciao.de  Gymnaf.  t.  ii.  p.  898. 
4  Axioch.  ap  Plat.  t.  ill  p.  566* 
r  Lurian.  ibid. 
•  Id.  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  909. 
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deration,  and  correft  their  efle&s  by  mental  exercifes,  to  which 
his  father  inceflantly  recalled  his  attention. 

On  his  return  home  in  the  evening,  he  either  fang  to  the 
lyre  %  or  amofed  himfelf  with  drawing,  a  finely  which  has 
been  almoft  generally  introduced,  of  late  years,  among  chil- 
dren of  free  condition  *».  fie  often  read  inftru&ive  and  enter- 
taining boobs,  in  prefence  of  his  father  and  mother.  0a  thefe 
•ccafions  Apollodorus  performed  the  office  of  thofe  grammari- 
ans, who,  under  the  name  of  critics  *,  teach  us  to  folve  the 
difficulties  that  occur  in  the  text  of  authors  ;  and  Epicharis, 
that  of  a  woman  of  tafte,  who  is  able  to  relifh  and  point  out 
their  beauties.  Lyfis  one  day  aiking  by  what  criterion  we 
Ihould  judge  of  the  merit  of  a  book  ?  Ariftotle,  who  was  pre- 
lent,  replied,  "  When  the  author  has  faid  every  thing  that  he 
ought,  nothing  but  what  he  ought,  and  when  he  fays  that  as 
he  ought '." 

His  parents  formed  him  to  that  noble  politenefs  of  which 
they  were  theaotfelves  the  models.  The  defire  of  'pleating,  fa- 
cility in  the  intercourfe  of  life,  equality  of  character,  atten* 
lion  to  yield  precedence  to  the  aged  z,  decency  of  deportment, 
of  appearance,  manners,  and  expressions  *,  all  were  prescribed 
him  without  con&raint,'  and  all  acquired  and  obferved  without 
an  effort. 

His  father  often  took  him  to  hunt  different  kinds  of  qua- 
drupeds, becaufe  the  chace  is  the  image  of  war  b;  fometimes 
to  kill  or  catch  birds  ;  but  always  on  uncultivated  grounds, 
that  he  might  not  deftroy  the  hopes  of  the  hufbandmanc. 

He  was  taken  early  to  the  theatre  d;  and  afterwards  more 
than  once  diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  the  mufical  and  dancing 

1  Plat,  in  LyC  t.  ii.  p.  5109.  1      z  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  9.  cap.  ft.  t. 

u  Ariftot.  de  Rep   lib.  8.  cap.  3.  t.     ii.  p.  u3. 
!»•  p.  450.    Plin.  lib.  35.  t.  ii.  p.  694-  a  Ifocr.  ad  Demon,  t.  i.  p.  14,  ft 7, 


Axioch.   ap.   Plat.   t.  iii.  p.  366. 
Strab.  ap  Enftath.  t.  i.  p.  285. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  ft.  cap.  J.  t. 
ii  p.  ft*.  Id.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  I. 
t.  ii.  p.  $63. 


&c.    Ariftot.  de  Rep.  t.  ii.  lib.  7.  cap. 
17.  p.  448. 

b  Xcnoph.   de  Venat.  p.  974  «t 

995. 

c  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  gft£ 
d  Theophr.  Chara&.  cap.  9. 
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chorufes  at  the  folemn  feftivals.  He  was  eminent  likewife  at 
thofe  public  games  in  which  horfe-races  are  introduced,  and 
frequently  carried  off  the  palm  ,  but  he  was  never  feen,  tike 
fome  young  men,  Handing  upright  on*  horfeback,  throwing 
arrows,  and  making  a  fhow  of  himfelf  by  tricks  of  dexterity c. 

He  took  fome  leflbns  of  a  fencing-matter  f,  and  made  him* 
felf  acquainted  with  tadics  *  ;  but  he  never  frequented  thofe 
ignorant  profeflbrs,  to  whofe  lectures  youth  repair  to  learn  to 
command  armies  h. 

Thefe  different  exercifes  were  principally  connected  with 
the  military  art.  But  if  it  was  his  duty  to  defend  his  coun- 
try, it  was  thought  no  lefs  incumbent  on  him  to  contribute 
to  its  information  and  improvement.  Logic,  rhetoric,  ethics, 
hiftory,  the  laws,  and  politics,  fucceffively  engaged  his  atten- 
tion. 

Mercenary  matters  take  upon  them  to  teach  thefe  varioua 
branches  of  fciencc,  and  require  a  high  premium  for  their  let 
fons.  The  following  anecdote  is  told  of  Ariftippus.  An  Athe- 
nian requefting  him  to  complete  the  education  of  his  fon,  A- 
riftippus  demanded  a  thoufand  drachmas.  "  But,"  replied  the 
father,  u  I  could  have  a  flave  for  that  fum,*'  "  You  will  have 
two,"  faid  the  philofopher ;  **  your  fon,  and  the  flave  whom 
you  had  placed  about  his  perfon  K" 

Formerly  this  city  was  greatly  frequented  by  the  fophifts, 
who  taught  the  Athenian  youth  to  declaim  fuperficially  on  e- 
very  fubjeft.  Though  their  number  be  now  greatly  diminifh- 
ed,  fome  of  them  are  ftill  to  be  feen  furrounded  by  their  dif- 
ciples,  and  who  make  the  halls  of  the  gymnafium  re-echo  with 
their  clamours  and  difputations.  Lyfis  feldom  attended  at 
thefe  contentions.  Leflbns  were  given  him  by  teachers  of 
much  greater  abilities  ;  and  he  had  the  advantage  of  receiving 
the  inftm&ion  of  men  of  the  firft  order  for  genius  and  learn- 


?  Plat  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  93.  |      h  Plat,  is  Eathid.  t.  i.  p.  30;. 

'  Id.  in  Lath.  t.  ii.  p.  1 8a.  I      i  Plut.  de  Lib.  £duc.  t.  ii.  p.  4. 


5  Ajiuch.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  365. 
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ing.  Such  were  Plato,  liberates,  and  Ariftotlc,  who  were  all 
three  the  friends  of  Apollodorus. 

Logic  added  new  powers,  and  rhetoric  new  charms,  to  his 
reafon.  But  care  wa§  taken  to  warn  him  that  both  fciences, 
though  intended  to  render  truth  triumphant,  were  but  too  fre^ 
quently  employed  to  give  the  viftory  to  falfehood.  As  an 
orator  mould  not  be  too  negligent  of  external  acquirements, 
h*  was  placed  for  fome  time  under  the  eye  of  an  aBle  a&or, 
who  gave  him  proper  inftru&ions  with  refpeft  to  the  manage* 
ment  of  his  voice  and  geftures  k. 

The  hiftory  of  Greece  taught  him  the  claims  and  errors  of 
the  different  ftates  which  inhabit  it.  He  attended  the  bar, 
until  the  time  mould  come,  when,  after  the  example  of  The- 
miftocles  and  other  great  men,  he  might  have  the  opportunity 
of  perfonally  defending  the  caufe  of  innocence  \ 

One  of  the  principal  objefts  of  education  is  to  form  the  in- 
fant heart.  In  the  courfe  of  it m,  the  parents,  tutor,  fervants* 
and  mailers,  weary  the  child  with  trite  maxims,  the  impref- 
fion  of  which  they  weaken  by  their  examples.  Menaces  and 
blows,  too,  injudicioufly  employed,  often  give  him  a  diftaite 
for  truths  which  he  mould  have  been  induced  to  love. 

The  ftudy  of  morality  never  coft  Lyfis  a  tear.  His  father 
had  placed  about  him  perfons  who  improved  him  by  their 
condud,  and  not  by  importunate  remonftranccs.  When  a 
-child,  he  pointed  out  his  faults  to  him  with  mildnefs  :  when 
his  reafon  was  more  completely  formed,  be  let  him  fee  that 
they  were  contrary  t$tiis  interest. 

He  was  very  careful  in  his  choice  of  books  on  the  fubjeft 
of  morality  ;  their  authors  in  general  either  Wavering  in  their 
principles,  or  having  only  falfe  ideas  of  the  duties  of  man* 
kind.  liberates  one  day  read  us  a  letter  which  he  had  for* 
merry  addreffed  to  Demonicus*,  a  young  man  who  refided  at 

*  Pine  in  Derooilh.  t.  i.  p.  839.        I      m  Plat,  in  Prats  g.  t.  i.  p  3*5. 

*  Nep.  in  Tftcnu-cap.  I.  \      *  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  vetomes 
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the  court  of  Cyprus  °.  This  letter,  which  was  fraught  with 
fenfe,  but  loaded  with  antithefes,  contained  rules  for  manners 
and  conduft,  arranged  in  the  form  of  maxims,  relative  to  the 
various  circmqftances  of  life.  The  following  may  ferve  as  a 
fpecimen* 

**  A&  towards  your  parent?,  as  you  would  that  ypur  chil-< 
dren  fliould  one  day  ad  towards  you  °,  In  your  moil  fecret 
a&ions,  fuppofe  that  you  have  all  the  world  for  witneffes.  Do 
not  flatter  yourfelf  that  reprehenfible  aftions  can  remain  in 
oblivion;  you  may  perhaps  conceal  them  from  others,  but 
*ever  from  yourfelf  p.  Employ  your  leifure  hours  in  liften- 
ing  to  the  coverfation  q£  the  wife  q.  Deliberate  flowly,  exe- 
cute promptly r.  Comfort  diftrefled  virtue ;  liberality  well 
applied  constitutes  the  treafure  of  the  worthy  man  '•  When 
you  fliall  be  in  veiled  with  feme  important  office,  never  employ 
bad  men  ;  when  you  quit  it,  let  it  be  with  glory  rather  than 
with  wealthS" 

This  work  was  written  with  that  profuflon  of  ornament 
and  elegance  which  we  difcover  in  all  the  produ&ions  of  Ifo* 
crates.  Compliments  Were  bellowed  upon  the  author  ;  and 
•when  he  was  gone,  Apollodorus  thus  addrefled  bis  fon  :  The 
pleafure  you  received  on  hearing  this  letter  read,  did  not  e- 
fcape  me,  nor  am  I  furprifed  at  it :  it  has  awakened  fentU 
ments  which  are  precious  to  your  heart,  and  we  are  always 
happy  to  meet  our  friends.  But  did  you  attend  to  the  paf- 
fage  I  defired  him  to  repeat,  and  which  points  out  to  Demo- 
nicus  the  conduit  he  fliould  obferve  at  {he  court  of  Cyprus  ?. 
I  know  it-by  rote,  anfwered  Lyfis.  u  Conform  to  the  incli- 
nations of  the  prince.  By  appearing  to  approve  them,  you 
will  acquire  additional  influence  with  him,  and  more  refpeft 
from  the  people.  Obey  his  laws,  and  cpnfider  his  example 
as  the  firft  V     What  a  ftr^nge  leffoji  in  the  mouth  of  a  re- 

n  Ifocr.  ad  Demon,  t.  i.  p.  XJ.  I       r  Arid,  p.  37 


0  Ibid.  p.  *3.  I       «  Ibid.  p.  33. 
P  Ibid.  p.  %s*                                     I       *  Ibid-  F 

1  Ibid  p.  a6.  I      u  Ibid. 
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fmUIcan !  refumed  Apollodorus ;  and  bow  is  it  poffible  to  re- 
concile it  .with  the  advice  the  author  gives  Demonicus  to  de*  gv 
teft  flatterers  x  ?  The  fad  is,  that  liberates  has  but  a  bor- 
rowed do&rine  on  morality,  and  fpeaks  rather  as  a  rhetorician 
than  as  a  philofophcr.  Befides,  is  it  by  fuch  vague  precepts 
that  we  are  to  enlighten  the  mind  ?  Do  you  imagine  that  De- 
monicus was  in  a  fituation  to  underftand  the  words,  wifdom, 
juftice,  temperance,  honefty,  and  a  variety  of  others  which 
have  fo  often  met  your  ear  in  this  production  -9  thofe  words 
which  fo  many  men  content  themfelves  with  retaining  and 
diftriboting  as  it  may  ferve  their  purpofe  y  ?  Have  you  your- 
felf  an  accurate  idea  of  their  true  fignification  ?  Are  you  a- 
ware  that  our  greateft  danger  from  prejudices  and  vices  is 
when  they  aflame  the  difguife  of  truths  and  virtues  j  and 
that  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  obey  tie  voice  even  of 
a  faithful  guide,  when  overpowered  by  that  of  a  multitude 
of  impoftors,  who  walk  by.  his  fide  and  imitate  his  lan- 
guage ? 

Hitherto  T  have  made  no  attempt  to  fortify  you  in  virtue 
fyftematically.  I  have  contented  myfelf  with  making  you 
pradife  it.  It  was  proper  to  difpofe  your  mind  for  the  re-' 
ception  of  thefe  lefibns,  as  we  prepare  the  earth  before  we 
fcatter  the  feed  by  which  it  is  to  be  enriched  *. 

You  fhould  now  call  me  to  account  for  the  Sacrifices  I  have 
ibmetimes  required  from  you,  and  enable  yourfelf  to  juflify 
thofe  you  will  one  day  be  obliged  to  make. 

A  few  days  after,  Ariftotle  was  fo  obliging  as  to  bring 
with  him  feveral  works  which  he  had  fketched  out  or  finifli- 
*d,  moftly  on  the  fcience  of  morals a,  commenting  on  them 
as  he  read.     I  fliall  endeavour  to  explain  his  principles. 

All  modes  of  life,  all  our  actions,  have  a  particular  end  in 

view  ;  and  all  thofe  ends  tend  to  one  general  objeft,  which  is 

/■ 

*  Ibid.  p.  34-  1  «•  »•  P-  X4I- 

*  Plat,  in  Phttdr.  t.  Sii.  p.  263.  I      *  Id  ibid.  p.  3,   Id.  Magn.  Mor.  p% 
'  Ariftot.  dc  Mor.  Kb.  xo>  cap.  10,  [  145.  Id  Eodcmior.  p.  195. 
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happinefs  b.  It  is  not  in  the  end  we  propofe,  but  in  the  choice 
of  means,  that  we  deceive  ourfelves  c.  How  often  do  ho* 
sours,  riches,  power,  and  beauty,  prove  more  fatal  than  ufe- 
ful  to  us  d  !  How  often  has  experience  taught  us,  that  dif- 
cafe  and  poverty  are  not  themfelves  injurious  c  !  Thus,  from 
the  erroneous  idea  we  form  of  good  and  evil,  as  much  as 
from  the  inconftancy  of  our  will f,  we  almoft  always  aft  with- 
out precifely  knowing  what  it  is  we  ought  to  defire,  or  what 
we  ought  to  fear  *• 

To  diftinguiih  real  from  apparent  good  \  is  the  objeft  of 
morality,  which  unfortunately  does  not  proceed  like  the  fci- 
cnces  limited  to  theory.  In  the  latter,  the  mind  without 
difficulty  perceives  confluences  refulting  from  principles  '•' 
But  when  called  upon  to  aft,  it  ought' to  hefitate,  to  deli- 
berate, to  choofe,  and,  above  all,  to  guard  itfelf  againft  illu- 
sions arifing  from  external  considerations,  aqd  againft  thofe 
which  originate  in  our  hearts.  If  we  wHh  our  decifions  to 
be  wife  and  juft,  let  us  confult  our  own  feelings,  and  acquire 
a  juft  idea  of  our  paffioos,  virtues,  and  vices. 

The  foul,  that  principle  which,  among  other  faculties,  en- 
joys thofe  of  knowing,  conje&uring,  and  deliberating ;  of 
feeling,  wiftiing,  and  fearing  k ;  the  foul,  indivifible  perhaps 
in  itfelf,  is,  relatively  to  its  various  operations,  divided  as  it 
were  into  two  principal  parts  ;  the  one  of  which  pofleffes  rea- 
fon  and  the  intellectual  virtues  ;  the  other,  which  ihould  be 
guided  by  the  former,  is  the  refidence  of  the  moral  vir- 
tues K 

The  former  is  the  feat  of  intelligence,  wifdom,  and  fcience, 
which  apply  themfelves  only  to  intelledual  and  invariable 


*  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  I  cap.  I  et  %. 

c  Ariftot.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  X.  cap. 
If.  t.  U.  p.  15  S. 
d  Eudem.  lib.  7.  cap.  15    p.  190. 
e  Id  de  Mor.  lib.  5.  cap.  9.  p.  36* 
f  Ariftot.  Magn.  Mor.  lib  I.  cap. 

,12.  r-  *ss- 

*  Id.  Eudem.  lib.  I.  cap.  5.  p.  197, 
Jkc. 


b  Id.  de  Mor.  'ib.  3.  cap.  5.  p.  3  j. 
i  Id  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  cap.  18.  p. 

*** 

fc  Ariftot.  de  Anim.  lib.  X.  cap.  9. 

t.  i.  p.  619. 

I  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  i.  cap.  13.  p.  t6 
Id.  Magn.  Moral.  Kb.  1.  cap  5.  p.  iji 
Ibid  cap  35,  p.  169.  Id.  fcudem.  lib 
2.  cap.  2.  p.  a©4- 
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things ;  of  prudence,  judgment,  and  opinion,  the  obje&s  of 
which  fall  under  the  observation  of  the  fenfes,  and  are  per* 
petually  varying ;  and  of  fagacity,  memory,  and  other  qua- 
lities, that  I  omit m. 

Intelligence,  a  fimple  perception  of  the  foul  #,  confines  it- 
felf  to  the  contemplation  of  the  efience  and  eternal  principles 
of  things  i  Wifdom  meditates  not  only  on  the  principles,  but 
on  the  confequences  whioh  flow  from  them ;  it  partakes  of  in- 
telligence that  fees,  and  fcience  that  demonftrates  °.  Pro* 
dence  appreciates  and  combines  the  good  and  evil,  deliberate! 
flowly,  and  determines  our  choice  in  the  manner  the  moil 
conformable  to  our  real  interefts0.  When,  with  Sufficient 
knowledge  to  decide,  it  has  not  power  enough  to  make  us  a&, 
it  is  no  more  than  a  found  judgment  p.  Laftly,  opinion  en* 
velopes  itfelf  in  doubts  *,  and  often  leads  us  into  error. 

Of  all  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  wifdom  is  the  moft  emi- 
nent, and  prudence  the  moft  ufeful.  As  there  is  nothing  fo 
great  in  the  aniverfe  as  the  univerfe  itfelf,  the  fages,  who  a£* 
cend  to  its  origin,  and  ftudy  the  incorruptible  efience  of  all 
beings,  are  entitled  to  the  firft  rank  in  our  efteem.  Such 
were  Anaxagoras  and  Thales.  They  have  transmitted  to  us 
admirable  and  fublime  ideas,  but  which  are  of  no  importance 
to  oar  happinefs r ;  for  wifdom  has  only  an  indirect  influence 
on  morals.  That  confifts  wholly  in  theory,  prudence  entirely 
in  pra&ice  f*  In  a  family  we  frequently  fee  the  mailer  con- 
fide to  a  faithful  fteward  the  minute  particulars  of  domeftic 
government,  that  he  may  apply  himfelf  to  more  important 
affairs ;  thus  wifdom,  abforbed  in  profound  meditations,  re- 
lies on  prudence  to  regulate  onr  propenfities,  and  to  govern 


m  Id.  de  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  i.  c. 

5-  P.  I5«- 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
n  Ariftot.  Magn.  MoraJ.  cap.  $s- 
p.  170. 
0  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  6.  cap.  j.  p.  76 ; 


P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  cap.  11.  p.  81. 

*  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  X.  cap.  35* 
p.  !?•- 

r  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  6.  cap.  7.  p.  78  % 
cap.  13.  p.  82. 

I  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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tfant  part  of  the  foul  in  which,  as  I  have  faid,  the  moral  vir- 
tues rcfidc f. 

This  part  is  every  moment  agitated  by  love,  hatred,  anger, 
defire,  fear,  envy,  and  a  multitude  of  other  paifions,  <he 
feeds  of  which  we  bring  with  as  into  the  world,  and  which 
are  of  themfeives  deferring  neither  of  cenfure  or  praife  '• 
Their  motions,  which  are  canfed  by  the  attraction  of  pleafure 
or  the  fear  of  pain,  are  almoft  always  irregular  and  fatal  j 
now,  in  the  fame  manner  as.  the  want  or  excels  of  ezercife 
deftroys  the  powers  of  the  body,  fo  does  a  paffionate  emo- 
tion, either  too  violent  or  too  weak,  lead  aftray  the  mind, 
leaving  it  either  ihort  of,  or  urging  it  beyond,  the  mark  it 
ought  to  have  in  view,  whilft  a  well  regulated  CQiotion  con* 
duels  it  naturally  to  the  objedu.  It  is  the  medium,  there- 
fore, between  two  vicious  affections,  that  conftitutes  a  vir- 
tuous feotiment*.  Let  us  give  an  example.  Cowardice 
fears  every  thing,  and  errs  by  deficiency  j  prefumption  fears 
nothing,  and  errs  by  excefs :  courage,  which  adopts  the  me- 
dium between  the  two,  fears  only  when  it  is  neccfiary  to  fear* 
Thus  paifions  of  the  fame  nature  produce  in  ns  three  different 
affections,  two  vicious,  and  the  other  virtuous  x.  Thus  da 
the^moral  virtues  arife  from  the  very  bofom  of  the  paffions, 
or  rather  they  are  no  other  than  paifions  reftrained  within  due 
limits. 

Ariftotle  now  fhowed  us  a  writing  in  three  columns,  where 
mod  of  the  virtues  were  refpe&ively  placed  between  their 
two  extremes  :  liberality,  for  inftance,  ftood  between  avarice 
and  prodigality ;  friendfliip  between  averfion  or  hatred,  and 
complaisance  or  flattery  ?•  As  prudence,  by  its  nature,  is  a 
property  of  the  rational,  and,  by  its  functions,  of  the  irra- 


8  Ariftot.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  I.  cap. 
,35-  p.  171  et  172. 

1  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  2.  cap.  4  p.  ftl. 
u  Ariftot.  dc  Mor.  lib.  2.  cap.  %.  p. 


•  See  nrte  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  p.  25. 

r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  p.  24.     Id.  En* 
dem.  lib.  a.  cap.  3.  p.  266  et  cap.  f* 
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tionaLmind,  it  was  accompanied  by  craft,  which  is  a  vice  of 
the  heart,  and  ftupidky,  which  is  a  mental  defeftr 

We  discovered  fome  gaps  in  this  table.  Temperance  was 
oppofed  to  intemperance,  which  is  ks  excels;  infenfibility 
Was  chofcn  for  the  other  extreme,  becaufe,  faid  Ariitotle, 
men  never  err  by  deficiency  in  matters  of  pleafure,  unlefs 
they  are  infenfible.  Our  language,  added  he,  has  not  a  word 
proper  to  characterize  the  virtue  oppofite  to  envy,  though 
it  be  recognized  in  the  indignation  that  every  honeft  mind 
experiences  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  wicked. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  two  vices  correfponding  to  a  virtue 
may  be  more  or  lefs  remote  from  it,  without  ceafing  to  be 
felameable.  A  man  may  be  more  or  lefs  cowardly,  more  or 
lefs  prodigal ;  there  is  but  one  only  manner  in  which  he  caa 
be  perfectly  liberal  or  courageous :  accordingly  we  have  very 
few  words  in  our  language  to  fignify  each  virtue,  but  a  con- 
fiderable  number  for  every  vice.  Hence  the  Pythagorean* 
{ay,  that  evil  partakes  of  the  nature  of  infinite,  and  good  of 
the  nature  of  finite  *. 

But  what  ihall  difcover  this  good,  which  is  almoft  imper- 
ceptible amid  the  evils  that  furround  it  ?  Prudence,  which  I 
ihall  fometimes  call  -right  reafon,  becaufe,  uniting  the  light 
of  experience  to  the  natural  light  of  reafon,  it  rectifies  the 
one  by  the  other  b.  The  fun&ion  of  prudence  is  to  point  out 
to  us  the  track  in  which  we  are  to  walk,  and  to  reftrain  as 
much  as  poffible  fuch  of  our  paffions  as  might  induce  us  to 
wander  into  the  adjoining  paths  c  ;  for  it  is  her  duty  to  fignify 
her  commands  to  them :  (he  is  to  them  what  an  architect  is  to 
the  workmen  who  labour  under  him  d. 


*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  p.  S4.     Id.  ibid. 

•  Id?  de  Mot.  lib.  a.  cmp.  5.  p.  »J. 
Id.  Maga.  Moral,  lib.  I.  cap.  35.  p. 
16*. 

b  Arittot.  de  M#r.  lib.  6.  cap.  1, 


9,  &c 

c  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  r.  cap.  it. 
p.  158- 

d  id.  ibid,  cap.  3$.  p.  17a. 
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Prudence  deliberates,  on  all  occafions,  on  the  advantages 
we  flwuld  purfue,  advantages  difficult  to  know,  and  which 
fhould  be  relative  not  only  to  ourfelves,  but  to  our  relations, 
our  friends,  and  fellow  citizens  c.  Deliberation  (hould  be 
followed  by  a  voluntary  choice,  without  which  it  would 
deferve  only  pity  or  indulgence  f .  The  choice  is  free  when* 
ever  we  are  not  conftrained  to  aft  againft  our  judgment  by  ex- 
ternal force,  or  hurried  away  by  an  ezcufable  ignorance  *• 
Thus,  an  adion,  the  objed  of  which  is  honourable,  ihould 
be  preceded  by  deliberation  and  by  choice,  to  render  it,  proper- 
ly fpeaking,  an  ad  of  virtue ;  and  this  aft,  by  frequent  re- 
petition, forms  in  our  minds  a  habit  which  I  call  virtue  h. 

We  are  now  able  to  diftinguifh  what  nature  has  done  for 
us,  and  what  found  reafon  has  added  to  her  work.  Nature 
neither  gives  nor  denies  us  any  virtue.  She  grants  us  only 
faculties,  leaving  the  ufe  of  them  to  ourfelves  '•  While  (he 
has  fowed  in  our  hearts  the  feeds  of  every  paffion,  (he  has 
implanted  there  the  principles  of  every  virtue  k.  We  receive, 
consequently  at  our  birth,  an  aptitude  more  or  left  approach- 
ing to  a  virtuous  difpofition,  a  propenfity  more  or  lets  ftrong 
towards  what  is  good  and  juft  '. 

Hence  we  may  -perceive  an  effential  difference  between  what 
we  fometimes  denominate  natural  virtue,  and  virtue  properly 
fo  called*.  The  former  is  that  aptitude,  that  propenfity  I 
have  mentioned,  a  fort  of  inftinft  which,  unenlightened  as 
yet  by  reafon,  wavers  between  good  and  evil.  The  latter  is 
the  fame  inftinft  conftantly  dire&ed  towards  good  by  right 
reafon,  and  always  afting  with  knowledge,  choice,  and  per' 
feverance  n. 


c  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  Z.  cap.  5.  p.  8. 
f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  x.  p.  28. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  I  ec  %. 

fa  Ariftot.  dt  Mor.  lib.  5k  *ap.  X.  p. 
x8;  cap.  4.  p.  ax. 
1  Id.  ibid. 

*  Jd.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  a.  cap.  ;. 


p.  184. 

l  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  6.  cap.  13.  p.  84. 
Id.  Magn.  Mor.  ibid. 
,    m  AriAot.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  X.  cap. 
35.  p.  171 ;  dc  Mor.  p.  S4. 

0  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  a.  cap.  3.  p.  »*% 
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-  t  conclude  from  hence,  that  virtue  is  a  habit  formed,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  and  afterwards  guided  by  prudence ;  or,  if  you 
will,  it  is  a  natural  itnpulfe  towards  good  actions,  transformed 
by  prudence  into  a  habit  °. 

Several  confequences  arife  naturally  from  thefe  ideas.  It 
is  in  our  power  to  be  virtuous,  fince  we  all  poflefs  the  aptitude 
to  become  fo  p;  but  it  does  not  depend  on  any  of  us  to  be  the 
.mod  virtuous  of  men,  unkfs  that  individual  has  received 
from  Nature  the  difpofitions  requifite  to  fuch  a  degree  of 
perfection  q. 

Since  prudence  forms  in  us  the  habit  of  virtue,  all  the 
virtues  become  her  work ;  whence  it  follows,  that  in  a  mind 
dociletto  her  dictates,  not  a  virtue  but  prefents  and  places 
itfelf  in  its  proper  rank,  and  not  one  will  be  found  in  oppo- 
sition to  another r.  In  fuch  a  mind,  too,  we  muft  difcover  a 
perfect  'harmony  between  reafon  and  the  paffions,  fince  the 
former  commands,  •  and  the  latter  always  obey  *. 

But  how  can  we  allure  ourfelves  of  this  harmony,  or  flatter 
ourfelves  that  we  poflefs  fuch  virtue  ?  Firft,  by  a  fecret  fen- 
timent c,  and  next  by  the  pain  or  pleafure  we  experience.  If 
this  virtue  be  not  yet  matured,  the  facrifices  it  requires  will 
afflict  ns  ;  if  complete,  thofe  facrifices  will  afford  us  the  pureft 
joy ;  for  virtue  has  its  voluptuoufnefs  u. 

It  is  impoflible  for  children  to  be  virtuous  ;  they  are  alike 
unable  to  diftinguiih,  or  to  prefer  their  real  good.  Yet,  as 
it  is  eflential  to  cherifli  in  them  the  natural  propenfity  they 
have  to  virtue,  they  ihould  be  accuftomed  to  virtuous  ac- 
tions x.  , 

Prudence  always  conducting  itfelf  by  wife  and  good  motives, 
and  each  virtue  requiring  perfeverance,  many  actions,  which 


0  Arifiot  de  Mor.  cap.  6.  p.  13. 
Magn.  Mor.  lib.  I    cap.  35.  p.  171. 

•>  Id.  de  Mor.  Kb.  3.  cap.  7.  p.  33. 
Id.  MagD.  Mor.  lib.  1.  cap.  .9.  p.  153. 

q  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  I.  cap.  xa..p> 
155. 

r  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  6.  cap.  13.  p.  84. 


Id  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  a,  cap.  3.  p.  174. 

*  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  a.  cap.  7.  p. 
1*4. 

1  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  cap.  10.  p.  186. 
u  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  a.  cap.  % 
p.  19  ;  lib.  10.  cap.  7,  p.  137. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3*  cap.  x.  p.  x^ 
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feem  worthy  of  commendation,  lofe  all  their  value  when  w* 
inveftigate  the  principle  that  produced  them  y*  Some  ezpofe 
themfelves  to  great  dangers  from  the  hope  of  great  advantage  ; 
others  through  fear  of  cenfure.  Thefe  men  are  not  courageous. 
Take  ambition  from  the  former,  and  ihame  from  the  latter, 
they  poffibly  will  prove  arrant  cowards  x* 

The  man  who  is  hurried  away  by  revenge  is  not  to  be  called 
courageous :  he  is  a  wild  boar,  rufhing  on  the  fpear  that  has 
wounded  him.  Nor  is  that  appellation  to  be  beftowed  on 
thofe  who  are  agitated  by  unruly  pafiions,  and  whofe  courage 
takes  fire  and  extinguiihes  with  them.  Who  then  is  the 
courageous  man  ?  He  who,  influenced  by  good  and  wife  mo* 
fives,  and  guided  by  found  reafon,  knows  the  danger,  fears 
it,  yet  bravely  haftens  to  meet  it  *• 

Ariftotle  applied  the  fame  principles  to  juftice,  temperance, 
and  the  other  virtues.  He  went  through  them  all  in  detail, 
and  followed  them  in  their  fubdivifions,  fixing  their  extent 
and  boundaries ;  for  he  ihowed  us  in  what  manner,  under 
what  circumstances,  and  on  what  obje&s,  it  was  the  provinoe 
of  each  of  them  to  aft,  or  to  fufpend  their  operations.  As  he 
proceeded,  he  gave  us  his  opinion  on  a  multitude  of  queftions* 
concerning  which  philofophers  are  divided,  refpe&ing  the 
nature  of  our  duties.  Thefe  particulars,  which  are  often  but 
hinted  at  in  his  works,  and  which  I  cannot  here  unfold, 
brought  him  back  to  the  motives  that  fhould  attach  us  invio* 
lably  to  virtue. 

Let  us  confidcr  virtue,  faid  he,  one  day,  in  its  relations  to 
ourfelves  and  others.  The  virtuous  man  finds  his  enjoyment 
in  dwelling  and  living  with  himfelf.  You  will  find  in  his  foul 
neither  the  remorfe  nor  tumults  which  agitate  the  vicious. 
He  is  happy  in  the  recolle&ion  of  the  good  he  has  done,  and 
in  the  profped  of  that  he  may  yet  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  b. 


y  Id,  ibid.  lib.  %.  cap.  3. 
..  *  Id.  Magn.  Moral,  lib.  X.  cap.  ai. 
p.  160. 
*  Ariftot.  de  Mar.  lib.  3.  cap.  xi. 


p.  38.    Idrtudem.  lib.  3.  cap.  I.  p« 
ftfto. 
b  Id.  ibid.  Ub.  9.  cap.  4*  P*  *»••    * 
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fie  enjoys  his  own  efteem,  by  obtaining  the  efteem  of  others ; 
he  feems  to  aft  only  for  them ;  he  will  even  refign  to  them 
the  moft  fplendid  employments,  if  he  be  perfuaded  that  they 
can  difcharge  the  duties  of  them  better  than  himfelf c.  His 
whole  life  is  fpent  in  ufeful  aftivityd,  and  all  his  aftions 
originate  in  fome  particular  virtue:  he  therefore  poflefles 
happinefs,  which  confiils  only  in  a  feries  of  virtuous  ac- 
tions c. 

I  have  been  f peaking  of  thehappinefs  arifing  from  an  aftive 
life  dedicated  to  the  duties  of  fociety.  But  there  is  another 
kind  of  happinefs  of  a  fuperior  order,  exclufively  referved 
for  the  fmall  number  of  fages,  who,  far  from  the  tumult  of 
affairs,  refign  themfelves  to  a  life  of  contemplation.  As  they 
have  di veiled  themfelves  of  every  thing  mortal  in  our  nature, 
and  only  hear,  as  it  were,  the  diftant  murmur  of  the  paffions, 
all  is  peace  and  filence  in  their  fouls,  except  in  that  part  which 
pofleffes  the  perogative  of  command,  a  divine  portion,  whether 
-we  call  it  intelligence  or  by  any  other  name  f ,  perpetually 
employed  in  meditating  on  the  divine  nature,  and  on  the  eflence 
of  beings  *.  They  who  liften  only  to  the  voice  of  this  in- 
telligence, are  more  efpecially  favoured  by  the  Deity  ;  for  if 
it  be  true,  as  all  nature  leads  us  to  believe,  that  he  beftows 
fome  attention  on  human  affairs,  with  what  a  favourable  eye 
mnft  he  regard  thofe,  who,  after  his  example,  place  all  their 
happinefs  in  the  contemplation  of  eternal  truths  \ 

In  the  converfatioqs  held  in  prefence  of  Lyfis,  Ifocrates 
pleafed  his  ear,  Ariftotle  enlightened  his  mind,  and  Plato  in- 
flamed his  foul.  The  latter  fometimes  explained  to  him  the 
doctrine  of  Socrates,  or  laid  before  him  the  plan  of  his  own 
ideal  republic  ;  at  others  he  made  him  fenfible  that  no  real 


c  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  %  cap.  13. 
p.  19a. 

d  Id.  ibid  cap.  10.  p.  1S7. 

c  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  1.  cap.  6.  p.  9 ; 
lib.  10.  cap.  6  et  7.  Id  Magn.  Mo- 
ral, lib  1.  cap.  4.  p.  150. 

Vol  IL 


f  Id.  dc  Mor.  I.  10.  cap.  7.  p.  138. 

8  Ariftot.  Eudem.  lib.  7.  cap.  15.  p. 
291.  Id.  Magn.  Mor.  lib.  1.  cap.  35. 
p.  17©. 

h  Id.  de  Mor.  lib.  10.  cap.  S.  p. 
139  ;  cap.  9.  p.  140. 
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elevation/  no  perfeft  independence,  can  exift  but  in  a  virtuous 
mind.  More  frequently  ftiil,  he  demonftrated  to  him  at  length, 
that  happinefs  confifts  in  the  knowledge  of  thefbvereign  good, 
which  is  no  other  than  God  '.  Thus,  while  other  philofophers 
held  out  no  recompence  for  virtue  but  the  public  eileem  and 
the  ft anfiant  happinefs  of  this  life,  Flato  prefented  him  with 
a  nobler  fupport. 

Virtue,  (aid  he,  proceeds  from  God  k  ;  you  can  acquire  ir 
only  by  knowing  yourfelf,  by  obtaining  wiftlom,  and  pre- 
ferring yourfelf  to  what  only  appertains  to  you.  Follow  me 
in  my  reafooing,  Lyfis.  Tour  pcrfon,  your  beauty,  your 
,  riches-,  are  yours,  but  do  not  ctfnftitute  you,  Man  confifts 
wholly  in  his  foul l.  To  learn  what  he  is,  and  what  he  ought 
to  do,  he  muft  confider  himfelf  in  his  intellectual  powers,  in 
that  part  of  the  foul  in  which  fparkles  a  ray  of  the  divine 
wifdomm,  a  pure  lightr  which  will  infenfibly  conduct  his 
view  to  the  fource  from  whence  it  emanates.  When  he  has 
fixed  his-  eyes  on  this,  and  fliall  have  contemplated  that  eter- 
nal ftandard  of  all  perfedions,  he  will  feel  that  it  is  his  mod 
important  intereft  to  imitate  them  in  his  own  conduct,  and 
to  affimilate  himfelf  to  the  Divinity,  at  lead  fo  far  as  it  is 
poffible  for  fo  faint  a  copy  to  approach  fo  fublime  a  model. 
God  is  the  meafure  of  every  thing  * ;  there  is  nothing  good 
or  eftimable  in  the  world,  but  whatha9fome  conformity  with 
him.  He  is  fovereignly  wife,  holy,  and  juft ;  and  the  only 
means  of  refembling  and  pleafing  him,  is  by  filling  our  minds 
with  wifdom,  jtiftice,  and  holinefs  °. 

Called  to  this  high  deftiny,  place  yourfelf  in  the  fituation 
ef  thofe,  who,  as  the  fages  fay,  by  their  virtues  unite  the 
heavens  with  the  earth,  the  gods  with  men  ».  Let  your  life 
afford  the  happieft  of  conditions  to  yourfelf,  and  the  fublimeft 


i  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  6.  p.  505,  &c. 
jBmck.  Hiftor.  Critic.  Pbilof.  t.  4.  p. 

k  Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  99  et  100. 
I  Id.  in  Alcib.  1. 1,  ii.p.  130  ct  131. 


m  Id.  ibid.  p.  ^3. 
n  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  4.  t-  ti.  p.  716. 
0  Id.  in  Thcst.  t.  i.  p.  176.     Id.  dc 
Leg.  ibid. 

P  Plat,  in  Oorg.  t.  i.  p.  509, 
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ipe&acle  to  others,  that  of  a  foul  in  Which  all  the  virtues  are 
in  perfect  harmonj  *. 

I  have  often  fpoken  to  you  of  the  confequences  refulting 
from  thefe  truths,  bound  together,  if  t  may  venture  the  ex- 
preffion,  by  reafons  of  iron  and  of  adamant r  j  but  I  muft  re- 
mind you,  before  I  conclude,  that  vice,  befides  that  it  de* 
grades  the  foul,  is  fooner  or  later  configoed  to  the  panifhment 
it  merits. 

God,  as  it  has  been  faid  before  bur  time,  pafles  through 
the  whole  univerfe,  holding  in  his  hand  the  beginning,  the 
middle,  and  the  end  of  all  beings  *.  J u (lice  attends  his  fteps* 
ready  to  punifli  offences  committed  again  ft  the  divine  law* 
The  humble  and  modeft  man  finds  his  happinefs  in  obf curving 
this  law  j  the  vain  man  difregards  it,  and  God  abandons  him 
to  his  paffions.  For  a  time  he  retains  his  confluence  in  the 
eyes  of  the  vulgar ;  but  vengeance  quickly  overtakes  him  : 
and  (hould  (he  fpare  him  in  this  world,  (he  pnrfues  him  with 
redoubled  fury  in  the  next  •.  It  is  not,  therefore,  by  obtain* 
ing  honours,  and  the  applaufes  of  men,  that  we  {hould  en- 
deavour  to  diftingutfli  ourfelves,  but  by  labouring  for  the  ap- 
probation of  that  dread  tribunal  which  ihall  judge  lis  after 
death  r. 

Lyfis  was  now  feventeeri  ;  his  foul  was  full  of  paffion,  and 
his  imagination  lively  and  brilliant:  he  exprefled  himfelf  with 
equal  facility  and  grace.  His  friends  never  ceafed  to  extol 
thefe  advantages,  and  were  continually  reminding  him  of  the 
conftraint  under  which  he  hitherto  had  lived*  both  by  their 
raillery  and  their  example.  Philotimus  faid  to  him  one  day  2 
Children  and  young  people  were  much  more  ftriftly  educated 
formerly  than  at  prefent.  They  wore  nothing  but  flight  cloth* 
ing  to  guard  them  againft  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
biisfied  the  cravings  of  hunger  with  the  mod  ordinary  aiU 

*  Id.  dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  40*.      I       *  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  4.  t.  ii.  p.  7x6. 
T  Id.  in  Oorg.  p.  509.  I      r  Id.  in  Gorg.  t.  i.  p.  j»&.    ' 

•  See  n*tc  at  the  end  of  the  rolunw*  1 
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merits.  When  in  the  ftreets  with  their  matters  and  relation^ 
they  appeared  with  down-cad  eyes,  and  a  modeft  carriage* 
They  dared  not  utter  a  word  in  prefence  of  aged  perfons ; 
and  were  kept  in  fuch  rigorous  fubje&iod  to  decency,  that, 
when  feated,  they  wonld  have  blufhed  to  advance  one  knee 
before  the  other  u.  And  what  was  the  refult  of  thefe  clownifh 
manners  ?  demanded  Lyfis.  Thefe  unpoliflied  men,  anfwered 
Philotimus,  defeated  the  Perfians  and  faved  Greece. — We 
fhould  defeat  them  ftill. — I  doubt  that  much,  when  at  the 
feftivals  o£  Minerva  I  fee  our  youth  fcarce  able  to  bear  the 
weight  of  a  buckler,  and  performing  our  warlike  dances  with 
fo  much  elegance  and  effeminacy  x. 

Philotimus  next  afked  him  what  he  thought  of  a  young 
man,  who  both  in  his  language  and  drefs  deviated  from  all 
the  rules  of  refpeft  due  to  fociety.  All  his  companions  ap- 
plaud him,  faid  Lyfis  :  and  all  men  of  fenfe  condemn  him, 
replied  Philotimus.  But  by  thefe  fenfible  perfons,  faid  Lyfis, 
do  you  mean  thofe  old  men  who  are  acquainted  with  nothing 
but  their  ancient  cuftoms,  and  who,  deftitute  of  all  indul- 
gence for  our  foibles,  expefl  us  to  be  born  eighty  years  old  '• 
They  have  one  way  of  thinking,  and  their  grand-children 
another.  Who  is  to  decide  ?  Yourfelf,  anfwered  Philotimus, 
Without  recurring  to  our  principles  relative  to  the  refpeft  and 
affe&ion  we  owe  to  the  authors  of  our  being,  I  (hall  fnppofe 
that  you  are  obliged  to  travel  in  remote  countries  :  will  you 
choofe  a  road,  without  knowing  whether  it  be  paflable,  whe- 
ther it  lies  through  irnmenfe  deferts  and  barbarous  nations, 
and  whether  it  be  not  in  certain  places  iafefted  by  robbers  ?— 
It  would  be  certainly  imprudent  to  expofe  ones  felf  te  fuch 
dangers.  T  would  take  a  guide.-— Lyfis,  obferve  that  old  men 
have  reached  the  goal  of  the  career  you  are  about  to  run,  a 
career  at  once  highly  difficult  and  dangerous  *.  I  underftand 
yon,  faid  Lyfis,  I  am  afliamed  of  my  error. 

u  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  ▼.  960,  &c.        t  a&.  a  fcen.  I. 

*  id.  ibid.  I      z  Plat  de  Rep.  lib.  z.  t.  ii.  p.  518. 

v  Mcnand.  ap.  Terent.  in  Hcautoa.  j 
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In  the  mean  time  the  fuccefs  of  the  public  orators  excited 
his  ambition.  Having  accidentally  heard  fome  fophifts  mak- 
ing long  harangues  on  politics  at  the  Lyceum,  he  thought 
himfelf  qualified  to  inftruA  the  Athenians.  He  warmly  con- 
demned the  fubfifting  zdminift ration  ;  and,  like  mod  of  the 
youth  of  his  own  age,  impatiently  waited  for  the  moment 
when  he  fhould  be  allowed  to  mount  the  roll  mm.  His  father 
difpelled  this  illufion  in  the  fame  manner  that  Socrates  con- 
vinced a  younger  brother  of  Plato  of  his  incapacity  to  govern 
the  date. 

My  fon,  faid  he  to  him  %  I  underftand  that  you  are  in- 
Baraed  with  defire  to  attain  the  principal  direction  of  the  go- 
vernment. I  was  indeed  thinking  of  it,  anfwered  Lyfis,  with 
emotion.  It  is  a  noble  project.  If  it  fucceeds,  you  will  have 
it  in  your  power  to  be  ufeful  to  your  relations,  to  your 
friends,  and  to  your  country  :  your  fame  will  be  fpread  not 
only  among  the  Athenians,  but  throughout  Greece,  and  pof- 
fibly,  like  that  of  Themiftocles,  among  the  barbarous  na- 
tions. 

At  thefe  words  the  young  man  felt  his  heart  palpitate  with 
joy.  To  obtain  this  glory,  refumed  Apollodorus,  is  it  not 
Decenary  to  render  important  fervices  to  the  republic  ? — 
Doubt Jefs. — What  is  the  firft  benefit,  then,  that  Athens  will 
receive  from  you  ?  Lyfis  was  filent,  in  order  to  prepare  his 
anfwer.  After  a  moment's  paufe,  Apollodorus  continued: 
If  the  matter  in  queftion  were  to  raife  the  family  of  your 
friend,  you  would  firft  think  of  enriching  it;  in  like  manner 

you  will  drive  to  augment  the  revenues  of  the  ftate Such 

is  my  idea. — Tell  me,  then,  what  is  their  prefent  amount, 
whence  they  proceed,  which  the  particular  branches  are  that 
you  deem  capable  of  augmentation,  and  which  thofe  that 
have  been  totally  neglected  ?  You  have  reflected,  no  doubt, 
an  all  this.— No,  father,  I  have  never  even  thought  of  it. — 


*  Xcnpph.  Mepror.ltb.  3.  p.  77a. 
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You  know,  at  leaft,  the  application  that  is.  made  of  the  pub- 
lic t  re  a  fare  j  and  it  is  certainly  jour  intention  to  retrench  all 
fuperfluous  expences. — I  mud  own  that  I  hare  paid  no  more 
attention  to  this  article  than  to  the  former — Well,  then ! 
fince  we  know  nothing  either  of  the  receipt  or  the  expendi- 
ture, let  us  la  j  afide,  for  the  pre  fen  t,  our  projeft  of  pro* 
curing  new  refources  for  the  republic— But  it  is  poffible,  fa- 
ther, to  obtain  them  at  the  expence  of  the  enemy. — I  admit 
it ;  but  that  depends  on  the  advantages  you  (hall  gain  over 
him ;  and  to  obtain  them,  mud  you  not,  before  you  deter- 
mine on  war,  compare  the  forces  you  propofe  to  employ  with 
thofe  he  will  oppofe  to  them  ?— You  are  right.— Tell  me, 
then,  what  is  the  ftate  of  our  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  troops  and  {hips  of  the  enemy.— It  is  impoflible  for 
me  to  give  you  an  account  of  this  immediately. — You  have 
it  perhaps  in  writings ;  I  (hould  be  glad  ta  fee  it. — No,  I 
have  it  not* 

I  can  fuppofe,  re  famed  Apollodorus,  that  you  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  apply  yourfelf  to  fuch  calculations  :  but  the 
fortrcQes  that  defend  our  frontiers  have  undoubtedly  fixed 
jour  attention.  You  knew  how  many  foldiers  we  maintain 
in  all  thefe  different  poils ;  you  know  likewife  that  certain 
places  are  not  fufficiently  fecure,  that  others  (land  in  no  need 
of  being  fortified,  and  you  will  declare  in  the  general  wffem- 
bly  that  fuch  a  garrifon  (hould  be  reinforced,  and  another  re- 
moved.— For  my  part,  I  (hall  fay  that  they  ought  all  to  be 
removed ;  for  they  difebarge  their  duty  very  indifferently.— 
And  how  are  you  fo  fure  that  our  defiles  are  ill-guarded  ? 
Have  you  been  upon  the  fpot  ? — No,  but  fo  I  conjecture.— *t 
We  muft  reconfider  this  matter  then,  when,  inftead  of  con- 
jeftures,  we  (hall  have  acquired  certain  knowledge. 

I  know  that  you  have  never  fee*  the  filver  mines  belong- 
ing to  the  republic,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  that  you 
ihould  tell  me  why  they  produce  Uh  now  than  formerly.— 
No,  I  never  defcended  into  them. — The  place  in  fad  is  un* 
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wholefome,  and  this  cxcufe  will  juftify  you,  (hould  the  A- 
thenians  ever  take  this  fubjeA  into  coofideration.  What  I 
Ihall  a(k  you  now,  at  lead,  cannot  have  efcaped  you.  How 
many  meafures  of  corn  does  Attica  produce  ?  How  many  are 
neceffary  for  the  futfiftence  of  its  inhabitants?  You  will 
readily  grant  that  this  is  neceffary  to  be  known  by  thofe  who 
hold  the  reins  of  government,  in  order  to  prevent  a  famine. 
—-But  there  would  be  no  end,  were  we  to  enter  into  thefe 
particulars, — What !  mull  not  the  mafter  of  a  houfe  keep  a 
watchful  eye  over  the  wants  of  his  family,  and  feek  refources 
to  fupply  them  ?  But  if  jfu  are  terrified  with  all  thefe  mi- 
nutiae, inftead  of  taking  upon  you  the  fuperintendence  of  ten 
thoufand  families  which  inhabit #this  city,  you  (hould  firft  try 
your  flrength,  and  eftabliih  order  in  the  houfe  of  your  uncle, 
whofe  affairs  are  in  a  very  difordered  ft  ate— I  (hould  foon  be 
able  to  arrange  them,  would  he  but  follow  my  advice. — And 
do  you  really  imagine  that  all  the 'Athenians,  your  uncle  a- 
mong  the  number,  will  more  eafily  be  perfuaded  ?  Tremble, 
my  fon,  left  a  vain  love  of  glory  fhouW  pnly  lead  you  to  di£- 
grace.  Z)o  you  not  ieel  hqw  imprudent  and  dangerous  it 
would  be  to  undertake  the  management  of  fuoh  weighty  in« 
tergfts  without  underftanding  .them  ?  Numberlefs  examples 
will  teach  you,  that,  in  the  mod  important  offices,  admiration 
and  efteem  are  indeed  the  reward  of  knowledge  and  of  wif- 
dom  ;"  but  cenfure  and  contempt  the  confequence  of  ignorance 
and  presumption* 

Lyfis  was  aftoniflied  at  the  cxtenfive  information  neceffary 
to  a  ftatefman  b,  but  he  was  not  difcou raged.  Ariftotle  bad 
taoght  him  the  nature  of  the  various  forms  of  government 
invented  by  legiflators  c  j  Apollodorus  inilruded  him  in  the 
nature  of  the  government,  the  flrength,  and  commerce,  as 
well  of  his  own  country  as  of  other  nations*    It  was  deter- 


b  Ariftot.  dc  Rhetor,  lib.  I.  cap.  4.  I      c  Id.  do  Rep.  L  ii.  p.  a$6, 
t..jL  p.  541.  I 
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mined,  that  after  bis  education  was  completed,  he  (hould  travel 
into  all  thofe  countries  which  had  any  material  connections 
with  the  Athenians  d. 

At  this  time  I  arrived  from  Perfia,  and  found  him  in  his 
eighteenth  year  e.  It  is  at  this  age  that  the  Athenian  children 
enter  into  the  clafs  of  the  Ephebi,  and  are  enrolled  in  the  mi- 
litia :  but  for  the  two  following  years  they  are  not  to  ferve 
out  of  Attica f .  The  country  which  henceforth  confiders 
them  as  her  defenders,  requires  them  to  engage,  by  a  folemn 
oath,  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  her  commands.  In  the 
little  temple  of  Agraulos  was  it  that  he  folemnly  promifed, 
among  other  things,  in  prefence  of  the  altars,  never  to  dis- 
honour the  arms  of  the  republic,  or  to  quit  his  poft,  to  fa- 
crifice  his  life  for  his  country,  and  to  leave  it  more  flouriihing 
than  he  had  found  it f. 

During  that  whole  year  he  never  went  out  of  Athens  ;  he 
watched  over  the  fafety  of  the  city,  affiduoufly  mounted  guard, 
and  inured  himfelf  to  military  difcipiine.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  following  year  \  on  his  repairing  to  the  theatre  where 
the  general  affembly  was  held,  the  people  bellowed  commen- 
dations on  his  conduct,  and  returned  him  his  lance  and  (hield. 
Lyfis  immediately  departed,  and  was  fucceffively  employed  in 
the  fortreffes  fituated  on  the  frontiers  of  Attica. 

Returning  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  had  another  efiential 
'formality  to  undergo.  I  have  already  faid,  that  he  was  en- 
rolled in  his  infancy,  and  in  prefence  of  his  family,  in  the 
xegifter  of  the  curia  of  which  his  father  was  a  member.  This 
aft  teftified  the  legitimacy  of  his  birth.  Another  was  now 
requifite  to  put  him  in  poffcffion  of  all  the  rights  of  a  ci- 
tizen. 


4  Id.  de  Rhetor,  lib.  1.  cap.  4.  t.  ii. 

P-  J**- 

E  Corfin.  Faft.  Att.  Diflert.  II.  t.  ii. 

P-  X39- 

f  jEfthin.    de   Falf.  Leg.  p.   41a. 

PpU.  lib.  8,  cap.  9,  5  10$,  Ulpian.  ad 


Olynth  3.  p.  4a. 

£  Lycurp  adverf.  Leocr.  pare.  ii.  p. 
I.57.  Ulp  inDenofth.de  Fall.  Leg. 
p.  391.  Ptut  in  Alcib.  p.  198.  Phi- 
Ioftr.  Vit.  Apoll.  lib.  4.  cap.  ai.  p.  -6<^ 

b  Ariftot.  ap.  Iiarpocr.  in  ilif/arvJu 
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The  inhabitants  of  Attica,  as  is  well  known,  are  diftri- 
butcd  into  a  certain  number  of  divifions  or  diftri&s,  which 
form  ten  tribes.  At  the  head  of  each  diftrift  is  a  demarch, 
a  magiftrate  whofe  office  it  is  to" convene  its  members,  and  to 
keep  the  regifter  which  contains  their  names  K  The  family 
of  Apollodorus  belonged  to  the  diftrift  of  Cephiflia,  which 
appertains  to  the  tribe  Erechtheis  k.  In  this  town  we  found 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  have  the  right  of  voting  in  its 
affemblies.  Apollodorus  prefented  his  fon  to  them,  together 
with  the  aft  by  which  he  had  already  been  admitted  into  bis 
cnria  !.  After  the  fuffrages  were  taken,  the  name  of  Lyfis 
was  entered  in  the  regifter  m.  But  as  this  is  here  the  only 
record  which  can  afcertain  the  age  of  a  citizen,  to  the  name 
of  Lyfis,  fon  of  Apollodorus,  was  added  that  of  the  firfi 
archon,  not  only, of  the  current  year,  but  of  the  preceding 
one  D.  From  this  moment  Lyfis  poffeffed  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending at  the  public  aflemblies,  of  afpiring  to  the  offices  of 
magi  ft  racy,  and  of  difpofing  of  his  fortune  as  he  pleafed, 
flxould  he  happen  to  lofe  his  father  °. 

-  On  our  return  to  Athens,  we  repaired  a  fecond  time  to  the 
little  temple  of  Agraulos,  where  Lyfis,  clad  in  armour,  re- 
peated the  oath  he  had  taken  there  two  years  before  p. 

I  fliall  only  fay  a  word  or  two  on  the  education  of  the 
girls.  According  to  their  different  fituations  in  life,  they  are 
taught  to  read,  write,  few,  fpin,  prepare  the  wool  for  cloth- 
ing, and  to  fuperintend  do  medic  concerns  q.  Such  as  are  of 
the  firft  families  of  the  republic  are  brought  up  with  more  re- 
finement. As  they  appear  from  the  age  of  ten,  and  fome- 
timcs  from  that  of  feven T,  at  the  religious  ceremonies,  fome 
carrying  the  facred  baikcts  on  their  heads,   others  finging 


i  Harpocr.  in  AqcuK££. 
*  IfziUy  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Knfu*. 
1  Dcmofth.  in  Lcoch.  p.  1048. 
m  Jd.  ibid.  p.  ZC47.    Harpocr.  et 
Said,  in  'Emfc. 
n  Arittot.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Trg«?. 
Q  tfpid.  in  ty%*?x* 


P  Poll.  lib.  8.  cap.  9.  $  106.     Stob. 
Serin.  41.  p.  243.     Fct.  Leg.   Att.  p. 

**  Xcnoph.  Mcmorab.  lib.  5.  p.  836 
ct  840. 

r  Ariiloph.  in  LyGA.  v.  642. 
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hymns  or  performing  dances,  different  matters  previously  in« 
iiru&  them  to  modulate  their  voices,  and  regulate  their  fteps. 
In  general,  mothers  exhort  their  daughters  to  condud  them- 
felves  with  prudence*;  hut  they  pay  much  mow  attention  to 
inculcate  the  necefSty  of  holding  themfelves  upright,  of  fink- 
ing their  moulders,  of  comprefling  their  bofoms  with  a  wide 
riband,  of  being  extremely  abftemious,  and  of  preventing,  by 
every  pcflible  means,  a  plumpnefs  which  might  prove  injuri- 
ous to  elegance  of  fhape  and  graceful  motion  *. 


CHAP.    XXVII. 

Conterfations  on  the  Grecian  Mvfic. 

I  WSXT  one  day  to  fee  Philotimus,  in  a  fmall  houfe  he  had 
without  the  walls  of  Athens,  on  the  little  hill  of  the  Cyno- 
farges,  at  the  di (lance  of  three  fladia  from  the  gate  of  Melita. 
Its  fituation  was  delightful.  On  every  fide  the  eye  repofed  on 
rich  and  varied  landscapes.  Befidcs  a  view  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  city  and  its  environs,  the  profped  extended  be- 
yond them  as  far  as  the  mountains  of  Salamis,  Corinth,  and 
even  of  Arcadia  u. 

We  went  into  a  little  garden  cultivated  by  Philotimus  him- 
felf,  and  which  furnifhed  him  with  plenty  of  fruit  and  ve- 
getables :  its  fole  ornament  confided  in  a  grove  of  plane-trees, 
in  the  midft  of  which  flood  an  altar  dedicated  to  the  mufes. 
It  is  always  with  pain,  faid  Philotimus  with  a  figh,  that  I 
tear  myfelf  from  this  retirement*  I  will  fuperintend  the- 
education  of  the  fon  of  Apollodorus,  fince  I  have  promifed 
it ;  but  it  is  the  laft  time  I  will  facrifice  my  liberty.  Seeing 
roe  exprefs  aftonifhment  at  this  language,  he  added:  The 
Athenians  no  longer  ftand  in  need  of  inftru&ion.     They  are 

*  Xcnrph.  ib.  p.  837.  I  2.  fcen.  3.  y.  «i. 

*  Menand.  ap.  Terent.  Eunuch.  a&.  j      u  Stuart,  Antiquities  of  Athens,  p.  9. 


3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE* 


IO7 


fo  accomplished !  Alas,  what  can  be  faid  to  people  who  daily 
lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  one  pleafurable  fenfation  is 
preferable  to  all  the  truths  of  morality  ? 

The  houfe  feemed  to  me  furnifhed  with  no  lefs  tafte  than 
modefty.  In  a  cabinet  we  found  lyres,  flutes,  and  inftru* 
ments  of  various  kinds,  fome  of  which  have  ceafed  to  be  in 
life*.  Several  fbelves  were  filled  with  books  relative  to  rou- 
fic.  I  defired  Philotimus  to  point  out  thofe  proper  to  teach 
me  the  principles  of  that  fcience.  There  are  none  to  be 
found,  replied  he  ;  we  have  only  an  inconfiderable  number 
of  fuperficial  works  on  the  enharmonic  genus  y,  and  a  greater 
quantity  on  the  preference  to  be  given,  in  education,  to  cer- 
tain kinds  of  roufic  *.  No  author  jbas  hitherto  undertaken 
methodically  to  Invcfligate  and  explain  the  whole  of  the 
fcience. 

I  then  expreffed  fo  earned  a  defire  that  he  would  endeavour 
to  give  me,  at  lead,  fame  idea  of  the  fubjeft,  that  he  com* 
plied  with  my  wifhcs. 

FIRST    CONVERSATION. 

On  tie  Technical  Part  of  Mufic. 

You  may  judge,  faid  Philotimus,  of  our  tafte  for  mufic, 
by  the  great  variety  of  fenfes  in  which  we  employ  the  word. 
We  apply  the  term  indifferently  to  melody,  meafure,  poetry, 
dancing,  geiliculation,  the  union  of  all  the  fciences,  and  the 
knowledge  of  almoft  every  art.  Nor  is  this  all :  the  fpirit  of 
fyftera  and  combination,  which  for  near  two  centuries  has  in- 
troduced itfelf  among  us,  and  impelled  us  to  fearch  every 
where  for  affinities,  has  fuggefted,  that  even  the  motions  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  *,  and  the  operations  of  the  mind  b,  are 
fubje&ed  to  the  laws  of  harmony. 


*  ArHlor.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  6. 
y  Id.  Harm.  EJcm.  lib.  I.  p.  2. 
Jc  4.  lib.  a.  p.  36. 
2  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  S.  cap.  7. 


a  Plin.  lib.  %.  cap.    aa.     Cenforio, 
cap.  13,  &c. 

b  Plat,  de  Mu£  t.  ii.  p.  1147. 
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But  not  to  dwell  on  what  is  fo  foreign  to  the  fubjeft,  onr 
bufioefs  at  prefent  is  with  mufic  properly  fo  called,  the  ele- 
ments of  which  I  fliall  endeavour  to  explain  to  yon,  if  you 
will  promife  to  fupport  without  impatience  the  tirefome  de- 
tails into  which  I  mull  enter.  I  promifed,  and  he  continued 
his  difcourfe  as  follows  : 

In  mufic  we  diflinguifh  founds,  intervals,  concords,  genera, 
modes,  rhythmus,  mutations,  and  melopoeia  c. 

The  founds  we  utter  in  fpeaktng  and  finging,  though  form- 
ed  by  the  fame  organs,  produce  different  effects.  Does  this 
difference  arife,  as  fome  pretend  d,  from  the  circumftance  of 
the  voice  proceeding  in  finging  by  more  diftinft  intervals,  rett- 
ing longer  on  a  fy liable,  and  being  more  frequently  fufpended 
by  marked  paufes  ? 

Each  fpace  or  tranfition  of  the  voice  might  be  divided  into 
an  infinity  of  parts ;  but  the  organ  of  hearing,  though  fuf- 
ceptible  of  a  great  variety  of  fenfations,  is  lefs  delicate  than 
that  of  fpeech,  and  is  only  capable  of  difcerning  a  certain 
Dumber  of  intervals  e.  How  are  thefe  to  be  determined?  The 
Pythagoreans  have  recourfe  to  calculations  j  muficians  to  the 
judgment  of  the  ear  f. 

Philotimus  now  took  a  monochord  or  ruler5,  on  which  was 
ftretched  a  line  fattened  at  both  ends  to  two  immoveable 
bridges*  We  Aid  a  third  bridge  under  the  firing,  and  flop- 
ping it  at  different  divifions  traced  out  on  the  rule,  I  readily 
perceived  that  the  refpeftive  portions  produced  founds  {harper 
than  the  whole  firing  ;  that  the  half  gave  the  diapafon  or  oc- 
tave, three  fourths  founded  a  fourth,  and  two  thirds  a  fifth. 
You  fee,  added  Philotimus,  that  the  found  of  the  whole  firing 
is  to  the  found  of  its  parts,  as  the  length  of  the  whole  is  to 
that  of  thefe  fame  parts,  and  that  accordingly  the  o&ave  is  in 


c  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  398. 
Euclid,  in  Introd.  Harm.  p.  1.  Ariftid. 
Quiotil.  de  Muf.  lib.  I.  p.  9. 

d  Ariftox.  lib.  i.  j4.  8.  Euclid.  In- 
ftrod.  Harm.  p.  %. 


e  Id.  ibid.  lib.  %.  p.  53. 

f  Id.  ibid,  p,  3a.  Meibom.  ibid. 
Plut.de  Muf.  p.  1 144. 

?  Ariftid.  Quintil.  fioeth.  de.  Mufc 
lib.  4.  cap.  4,  p.  1443. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.^  IOC) 

the  proportion  of  2  to  1,  or  of  1  to  J  j  the  fourth  in  that  of  4 
to  3,  and  the  fifth  in  that  of  3  to  2. 

The  mod  fimple  divifions  of  the  monochord  have  given  us 
the  intervals  mod  agreeable  to  the  ear.  If  we  fuppofe  the 
whole  firing  to  found  mi  *,  I  (hall  exprefs  them  thus  :  mi,  la, 
a  fourth ;  m,fi,  a  fifth  ;  mi,  mi,  an  oftave. 

To  have  the  double  oftave,  it  is  only  neceffary  to  divide  the 
numerical  expreffion  of  the  oftave,  which  is  i,  by  2,  and  we 
(hall  have  J.  He  fhowed  me  likewife,  that  the  fourth  of  the 
whole  ft  ring  founded  the  double  oftave. 

After  teaching  me  the  manner  of  producing  the  fourth  from 
the  fourth,  and  the  fifth  from  the  fifth,  I  aflced  him  how  he 
determined  the  proportion  of  the  tone.  That  is  done,  faid  he, 
by  taking  the  difference  between  the  fifth  and  the  fourth,  be- 
tween^ and  la  h :  now  the  fourth,  that  is  to  fay  the  fraftion  J, 
is  to  the  fifth,  or  fradion  -f ,  as  9  is  to  8. 

In  fine,  added  Philotimus,  it  is  proved,  by  a  ferics  of  opera* 
tions,  that  the  femi-tone,  or  interval,  for  inftance,  from  mi  to 
fa,  is  in  the  proportion  of  256  to  243  *. 

Below  the  femi-tone  we  make  ufe  of  thirds  and  fourths  of 
a  tone  k,  but  without  being  able  to  fix  their  relations,  or  ven- 
turing to  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  can  attain  a  rigorous  pre- 
cifion.  I  grant  even  that  it  is  difficult  for  the  moll  pra&ifed 
ear  to  discriminate  them  '• 

I  aflced  Philotimus  whether,  difregarding  thefe  aim  oft  im- 
perceptibly founds,  he  could  fucceffively  produce  from  a  mo- 
nochord all  thofe  of  a  determinate  quantity,  and  which  form 
the  fcale  of  the  mufical  fyftem.  To  effeft  that,  faid  he,  would 
require  a  firing  of  an  immoderate  length  ;  but  we  may  fupply 
that  deficiency  by  calculation.  Let  us  fuppofe  one  divided  in- 
to 8192  equal  parts",  and  which  founds^f* 


*  To  make  myfe.f  undrrftood,  I  am 
obliged  to  employ  the  fyllables  made 
ufe  of  io  onr  gamut.  Inftead  of  mi, 
the  Greeks  would  have  faid  either  the 
bypatt,  or  the  mtfe,  or  the  hypaU  of  tbs 
mt/eu 

*  Ariftox.  Eton-  Harm.  lib.  x.  p.  ax. 


i    rheon.  Smyrn.  p.  102. 
*  Ariftox.  lib.  2.  p.  46. 
I  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I.  p.  19. 
m  Euclid,  p.  37.     Ariftid.  Quintil. 
lib.  3.  p.  116. 

f  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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The  ratio  of  the  femi-tone,  as  for  example,  that  6ijt  to  ui 
being  fuppofed  as  256  to  243,  we  fhall  find  that  256  is  to 
8192,  as  243  is  to  7776,  which  laft  number  confequently 
fhould  give  us  the  ut. 

The  ratio  of  the  tone  being,  as  we  hare  faid,  as  9  to  8,  it 
is  evident  that,  by  fubtra&ing  the  9th  of  7776,  there  will  re- 
main 6912  for  re. 

By  continuing  the  fame  operation  on  the  remaining  num- 
bers, either  with  refpe&  to  the  tones  or  femi»tones,  we  fhall 
eafily  carry  our  fcale  far  beyond  the  reach  both  of  the  voice 
and  inftruments,  and  as  high  as  the  fifth  o&ave  o£Jt,  whence 
we  fet  out.  It  will  be  given  us  by  256,  and  the  following  ut 
by  243  ;  and  we  fhall  thus  have  the  proportion  of  the  femi* 
tone,  which  1  had  only  hypothetically  affumed. 

Fhilotimus  worked  all  thefe  calculations  as  he  went  on,  and 
when  he  had  finifhed  them :  Hence  it  follows,  faid  he,  that  in 
this  long  fcale  the  tones  and  femi-tones  are  all  perfeflly  equal) 
you  will  find  likewife  that  the  intervals  of  the  fame  nature 
are  perfe&ly  juft ;  that  the  tone  and  a  half,  or  minor  third,  for 
inflance,  is  always  in  the  proportion  of  32  to  27 ;  the  ditonc, 
or  major  third,  in  that  of  81  to  64  °. 

But,  faid  I  to  him,  how  is  this  to  be  ascertained  in  prac- 
tice ?  Befide  long  habit,  anf wered  he,  we  fometimes  employ, 
by  way  of  greater  accuracy,  the  combination  of  fourths  and 
fifths,  obtained  by  means  of  one  or  more  monochords  °.  The 
difference  between  the  fourth  and  the  fifth  having  furnifhed 
me  the  tone,  if  I  wifh  to  procure  the  major  third  below  any 
given  tone,  as  la,  I  afcend  to  the  fourth  ro,  then  defcend  to  the 
fifthyb/,  rife  again  to  the  fourth  ut%  and  again  finking  to  the 
fifth,  I  have /a,  the  major  third  below  la. 

Intervals  are  confonant  or  difTonant p.  In  the  firft  clafs  we 
rank  the  fourth,  the  fifth,  the  o&ave,  the  eleventh,  the  twelfth, 


■  Rouflier,  Muf.  det  Anc  p.  197  I      p  Id.  ibid.  p.  44.    Euclid.  Inttod, 
ct  »49-  I  Harm,  p,  8. 

0  Ariftoi.  lib.  a.  p.  $5* 
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and  the double  o&ave  3,  but  the  latter  are  only  repetitions  of 
the  former.  The  other  intervals,  known  by  the  name  of  dif- 
fonant,  have  been  gradually  introduced  into  melody. 

The  oclave  is  the  moil  pleating,  becaufe  it  is  the  moll  na- 
tural confonance  4.  This  is  the  concord  produced  by  the 
voice  of  children,  when  mingled  with  that  of  men r.  It  is 
produced  likewife  by  the  twanging  of  a  firing,  the  found  in 
dying  away  giving  its  own  o&ave  •• 

Philotimus  wifhmg  to  prove  that  the  chords  of  the  fourths 
and  fifths  c  were  not  kfs  conformable  to  nature,  (bowed  me  on 
his  monochord,  that  in  a  continued  declamation,  as  well  as  it* 
familiar  converfation,  the  voice  more  frequently  exprefles 
thefe  intervals  than  others. 

I  only  glide  over  them,  faid  I,  in  paffing  from  one  tone  to- 
another  $  but  in  fingmg  are  the  founds  that  produce  a  concord 
never  heard  at  the  fame  time  ? 

Singing,  anfwered  he,  is  but  a  fucceffion  of  founds.  Voices 
always  Gug  either  in  unifon  or  octaves,  which  are  diftinguifh- 
able  from  umfons  only,  becaufe  they  are  more  pleafing  to  the 
car  a.  As  for  the  other  intervals,  the'ear  only  judges  of  their 
proportion,  by  a  comparifon  of  the  found  which  has  juft  ceaf- 
ed  to  ftrike  it,  with  that  which  occupies  it  at  the  moment  x. 
It  is  only  in  concerts,  where  the  voice  is  accompanied  by  in- 
ftruments,  that  we  are  able  to  diflinguifh  different  and  fimul- 
taneous  founds  ;  for  to  oorreft  the  fimplicity  of  fong,  the  lyre 
and  flute  fometimes  throw  in  touches  and  variations,  by  which 
dillinfi  parts  refult  from  the  main  fubjed  >  but  they  foon  re- 
turn from  thefe  deviations,  not  to  offend  the  aftonifhed  ear  too 
long  with  fuch  Ijcentioufaefs  *. 

You  have  determined,  faid  I,  the  proportions  of  intervals : 
I  guefe  the  ufe  to  which  they  are  applied  in  melody  j  but  f 


*  Ariftot.  Problem,  t.  ii.  p.  766. 
r  M.  ibid.  39.  p.  76*. 

*  Id.  ibid.  24  et  3*. 

1  Nicom.  p.  16.    Dionyf.  Halicarn. 
«  Compof.  fcS.  ix» 


u  Ariftot.  Probl.  39.  p<-;63. 

z  Atiftcx.  lib.  I.  p.  39. 

y  Plat  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  p.  91a.  Arif* 
tot.  Probl.  39.  p.  7*3.  Mem.  dc 
l'Acad.  del  Bell.  JLctir.  t.  iii.  p  m> 
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fhould  wifli  to  know  what  order  you  affign  them  on  inftru* 
ments.  Cad  your  eyes,  faid  he,  on  that  tetrachord  *  you  will 
there  fee  in  what  manner  intervals  are  diflributed  in  our  fcale> 
and  learn  the  fyftem  of  our  mufic.  The  four.ftrings  of  this 
cithara  are  fo  difpofed,  that  the  two  extremes,  which  are  al- 
ways fixed,  produce  in  afcending  the  fourth,  mi,  la z.  The 
two  middle  firings,  called  moveable  ones,  from  admitting 
of  different  degrees  of  tendon,  conftitute  three  genera  of  har- 
mony, the  diatonic,  the  chromatic,  and  the  enharmonic. 

In  the  diatonic  genus,  the  four  firings  proceed  by  a  femi- 
tone  and  two  tones,  minfa9fol%  la  ;  in  the  chromatic,  by  two 
femitones  and  a  minor  third,  mi,  fa,  fa  {harp,  la  ;  in  the  en- 
harmonic, by  two  quarter  tones  and  a  major  third,  mi9  mi 
quarter  tone f  fa,  la. 

As  the  moveable  firings  are  fufceptible  of  more  or  lefs  ten- 
fion,  and  may  confequently  produce  greater  or  lefs  intervals, 
from  hence  refults  another  fpecies  of  diatonic,  which  admits 
the  three  quarter  and  five  quarter  tones,  and  two  other  fpecies 
of  chromatic,  in  one  of  which  the  tone,  by  dint  of  divifions, 
refolves  itfelf,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  into  particles  *•  As  for  the 
enharmonic,  I  have  feen  it  fometimes  pra&ifed  in  my  youth 
according  to  proportions,  which  varied  in  each  fpecies  of  har- 
mony b  :  but  it  now  feems  to  me  determinate  ;  accordingly  we 
will  adhere  to  the  method  I  have  pointed  out  to  you,  and 
which,  notwithftanding  the  critxeifms  of  fome  mulicians,  is 
that  moll  generally  adopted  c. 

To  extend  our  fyftem  of  mufic,  it  was  deemed  fufficient  to 
multiply  the  tetrachords ;  but  thefe  additions  were  made  gra- 
dually. The  art  encountered  obftacles  in  laws  that  prefcribed 
bounds  to  it,  and  in  ignorance  that  impeded  its  advancement. 
Every  where  new  experiments  were  tried.  In  feme  countries 
firings  were  added  to  the  lyre  ;  in  others  they  were  taken  a- 

2  Ariftox.   lib.    I.   p.  22.     Euclid.  I      b  Ariftid.  Quintil.  lib.  X.  p.  21. 
p.  6.  I      c  Ariftox.  ibid.  p.  22  et  23. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  24.  I 
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wayd:  At  length  the  heptachord  appeared,  and  for  fome  time 
engaged  general  attention.  It  is  this  feven-ftringed  lyre.  The 
fourfirft  firings  give  us  the  ancient  tetrachord,  mi,  fa,  fol,  la  ; 
over  this  is  a  fecond,  la,Ji  flat,  ut,  re,  which  proceeds  by  the 
fame  intervals,  and  the  lowed  firing  «f  which  is  the  fame  with 
the  higheft  of  the  former.  Thefe  two  tetrachords  are  called 
conjunBs,  from  being  united  by  the  mean  term  la,  which  is 
equally  removed  from  its  two  extremities  by  the  interval  of 
a  fourth,  la,  mi  in  defcending,  and  la,  re  in  afcending  *• 

At  length,  Terpander  the  mufician,  who  lived  about  three' 
hundred  years  ago,  took  away  the  fifth  ftring,  thejf  flat,  and 
fubftituting  a  new  one  a  tone  higher,  obtained  this  feries  of 
founds,  mi,  fa,  fol,  la,  ut,  re,  mi,  the  extremes  of  which  found 
the  octave f.  This  fecond  heptachord  not  giving  two  com- 
plete tetrachords,  Pythagoras,  according  to  fome*,  or  Lycaon 
of  Samos,  according  to  others  h,  corrected  its  imperfection,  by 
inferting  an  eighth  ftring  a  tone  above  la. 

Philotimus  now  took  up  an  eight-ft  ringed  cithara.  There, 
faid  he,  is  the  octachord  refulting  from  the  additional  eighth 
firing.  *  It  is  compofed  of  two  tetrachords,  but  disjuntls,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  one  feparated  from  the  other,  mi,  fa,  fol,  la,Jt, 
ut,  re,  mi.  In  the  firft  heptachord,  miffa,fol,  la,Ji  flat,  ut,  re, 
all  the  homologous  ftrjAs  founded  the  fourth,  mi  la,faf  flat, 
fol  ut,  la  re.  In  the  octachord  they  give  the  fifth,  mifi,  fa 
ut,fol  re,  la  mi'1. 

The  octave  was  now  called  harmony,  becaufe  it  comprifed 
the  fourth  and  fifth,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the  concords  k  ;  and  as 
thefe  intervals  more  frequently  occur  in  the  octachord  than  in 
other  inflruments,  the  eight-ftringed  lyre  was,  and  flill  is, 
efteemed  the  moil  perfect  fyftem  for  the  diatonic  genus  j  and 
hence  it  is  that  Pythagoras  *,  his  difciples,  and  the  other  phi. 


<*%Phit.  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  1 144. 
e  Eraftocl.  ap.  Ariffox.  lib.  1.  p.  5. 
f  Ariftot.  Probl.  7  ct  32.  t.  iv.  p. 
763. 
*  Nieom.  Harmon.  Man.  1. 1.  p.  9. 
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h  Bocth.  dc  Muf.  lib.  x.  cap.  ao. 
i  Nicom,  Mao.  lib.  I.  p.  14. 
k  Fd.  ibid.  p.  17. 
1  Plut.  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  1145. 
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Wophers  6f  olit  day  mt  confine  the  theory  of  mufic  within  th* 
limits  of  an  o&ave,  or  two  tetrachords. 

After  various  attempts  to  increafe  the  number  of  firings  °, 
a  third  tetrachord  was-  added  below  the  firft  °,  and  the  endeca~ 
ohord  was  produced,  compofed  of  eleven  firings  p,  which  gave 
this  feries  of  founds,  J%%  ut>  ref  mi,  fa%  folr  la,  Ji9  utt  reT  mi. 
Other  muficians  begin  to  apply  four,  nay  even  as-  many  as- 
five,  tetrachords  to  the  lyres  *. 

Philotfmus-next  fhowed  me  fome  citharas  better  calculated 
to  execute  certain  airs  than  to  form  the  model  of  a  fyftem- 
Such  was  the  magadis  Sometimes  made  ufe  of  by  Anacreon  q  : 
it  was  compofed  of  twenty  firings,  which  were  reducible  to 
ten,  becaufe  each  of  them  was  accompanied  by  its  odave. 
Such  again  was  the  epigonium,  invented  by  Epigonos  of  Am- 
bracia,  the  firft  who  ftruck  the  firings  with  his  fingers  inftead 
of  making  ufe  of  a  bowr.  As  far  as  I  can  recoiled,  his  forty 
firings,  which  for  the  fame  reafon  were  in  £a&  but  twenty, 
prefented  only  a  triple  heptachord,  capable  of  being  applied  to 
the  three  genera,  or  to  three  different  modes. 

Have  you  ascertained,,  faid  I,  the  number  of  tones  and  fetni- 
tones,  grave  or  acute,  within  the  compafs  of  the  voice  and  in- 
struments ?  The'  voiee,  in  general*  faid  he,  can  only  embrace 
two  o£laves  and  a  fifth,  Inflrumentsfiiave  a  more  eztenfive 
compafs  s.  We  have  flutes  that  reach  beyond  the  third  o&ave. 
Generally  fpeaking,  the  changes  daily  introduced  in  our  mufi- 
cat  fyftem  will  not  allow  us  to  fix  the  number  of  founds  em* 
ployed  in  it.  The  two  middle  fixings  of  each  tetrachord  be* 
ing  capable  of  different  degrees  of  tendon,  produce,  as  fome 
pretend,  according  to  the  difference  of  the  three  genera  and 


m  Philol.  tp.  Nicom.  p.  17.  Arif. 
tot.  Probl.  19.  t.  ii.  p.  763.  Id.  ap. 
Plut.  de  Muf.  1x39. 

n  Plut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  799.  Suid. 
xb  Ttfui.  Ac. 

0  Nicoro.  lib.  1 .  p.  ai. 

P  Plat,  de  M  uf.  p.  1 136.  Paufan. 
lib.  3.  p.  337.    Mem.  de  l'Acad,  dc» 


Bell.  Lettr.  t.  XTiti.  p.  a**. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
q  Anacr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  634. 
r  Poll.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  {  59.  Athen. 

lib.  4.  p.  i8j. 

*  AriOox.  lib.  x.  p.  %9.    Euclid.  j» 
*3- 
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their  fpecies,  the  three  fourths,  the  third,  the  fourth,  and 
other  minuter  fdbdivifion's  of  the  fcone.  Hius  in  each  fcetra- 
chord,  the  fecond  firing  gives  four  fpecies  of  hi  Ok  fa,  and  the 
third  fix  fpecies  of  re  or  fol1.  They  would  produce,  as  I  may 
fay,  an  infinity  of  founds,  were  We  16  attend  to  the  licence 
muficians  allow  themfelves,  who,  to  vary  their  harmony,  braced 
or  relax  the  moveable  firings  of  the  inttnimeht  at  pleafure, 
and  exprefs  (hades  of  founds,  the  exaft  value  of  which  it  ir 
impoffible  for  the  ear  to  ascertain  u. 

The  diverfity  of  modes  alfo  produces  new  founds.  Kaife 
or  let  down  the  firings  of  a  lyre,  a  tone  or  fern i tone,  and  you 
pafs  into  another  mode.  The  nations  tthicri,  in  remote  ages, 
cultivated  mufic,  differed  refpe&ing  the  fundamental  tone  of 
the  tetrachord,  as  we  fee  fome  neighbouring  nations  Hill  be- 
gin to  reckon  the  days  of  their  months  from  different  points 
of  time  x.  The  Dorians  executed  the  fame  air  a  tone  lower 
than  the  Phrygians  ;  and  the  latter  a  tone  *ftill  lower  than  the 
Lydiaris.  Hence  the  denomination  of  the  Dorian,  Phrygian* 
and  Lydiah  modes.  In  the  firft,  the  loweft  firing  of  the  tetrad 
chord  is  mi,  in  the  fecond,  fa  {harp,  in  the  third,  fol  (harp. 
Other  modes  have  been  afterwards  added  to  the  former ;  all 
of  them  have  more  than  once  varied  with  refpecl  to  form  *. 
We  fee  new  ones  fprihg  up  z  in  proportion  as  the  fyftem  ex- 
tends itfelf,  or  mufic  experiences  viciffitudes ;  and  as*  in  time1 
of  a  revolution,  it  is  difficult  for  the  citizens  to  retain  their  re- 
fpe&ive  ranks  in  the  {Late,  the  muficians  are  endeavouring  to 
bring  the  Phrygian  and  Lydian  modes,  which  have  always 
been  feparated  by  the  interval  of  a  whole  tone  *,  nearer  td 
each  other  by  a  quarter  tone.  Endlefs  queftions  are  perpe- 
tually ftarted  refpe&ing  the  pofitioh,  order,  and  number  of  the 
other   modes.    I  wave  many  particulars,  which  would  be 

equally  tirefome  to  vis  both.     The  opinion  which  begins  to  be 

•         --■'■» 

*  Id.  lib.  a.  p.  51.  I      r  id.  lib.  1. 1>.  13. 

a  Id.  ibid.  p.  48  et  49.  1      z  Plut.  de  Muf.  p.  I  lid. 

*  Idi  ibid.  p»  $7.  I     *  Arlfto*.  lib.  %.  p.  37. 
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the  prevailing  one,  a4mits  thirteen  modes  b,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  femi-tone  from  each  other,  ranged  in  the  following  order, 
and  beginning  with  the  hypodorian,  which  is  the  graved. 


Hjpodorian, 

/• 

Hypophrygian  grave, 

ut. 

Hypophrygian  acute, 

ut  fharp. 

Hypolydian  grave, 

re. 

Hypolydian  acute, 

re  fharp. 

Dorian, 

mi. 

Ionian, 

/*• 

Phrygian, 

fa  fliarp. 

Eolian,  or  Lydian,  grave, 

fit. 

Lydian  acute, 

fol  fliarp. 

Mixolydian  grave, 

la. 

Mixolydian  acute, 

la  fharp. 

Hypermixolydian, 

*• 

All  thefe  modes  have  a  peculiar  character,  which  they  re- 
ceive not  fo  much  from  the  principal  tone  as  from  the  fpecies 
of  poetry  and  meafure,  and  the  modulations  and  mufical  vari- 
ations annexed  to  them,  which  diftinguiih  them  as  effentially 
as  the  difference  of  the  proportions  and  ornaments  denote  the 
various  orders  of  architecture. 

The  voice  may  pafs  from  one  mode  or  genus  to  another  ; 
but  as  it  is  impoffible  to  make  thefe  tranfitions  on  inftruments 
bored  or  ftrung  only  for  certain  genera  or  modes,  muficians 
have  recourfe  to  two  methods.  Sometimes  they  have  feveral 
citharas  or  flutes  at  hand,  in  order  to  fubftitute  one  immedi- 
ately for  the  other c.  But  more  frequently  they  ftretch  all 
the  firings  requifite  for  the  various  genera  and  modes  f  upon 
one  lyred.     Not  long  fince,  a  muficlan  fixed  on  the  three  faces 

c  AriAid.  Quintil.  de  Muf.  lib.  a. 
p.  or. 

f  Plato  foys,  that  by  bani&ing  tkc 
greater  part  of  the  modes,  the  lyre 
will  have  fewer  firings.  The  firings 
then  were  multiplied  according  to  the 
number  of  the  modes. 

d  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  p.  309. 


19. 


Ariftid. 


b  Id.  ap.  Eueiid.  p. 
Quintil.  lib.  I.  p.  22. 

*  It  feems  fcarcely  neceffary  to  in- 
form the  Engliih  mufician,  that  the 
French  employ  the  fyllables^J,  ut,  re, 
mi,  fa>  fit,  la,  to  exprefs  the  fame 
notes  which  we  ufually  denote  by  the 
letters  B,  C/  P,  E,  F,  O,  A. 
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of  a  moveable  tripod,  three  lyres,  one  ftrung  for  the  Dorian, 
another  for  the  Phrygian,  and  the  third  for  the  Lydian  mode. 
On  the  flighteft  touch,  the  tripod  tiftned  upon  its  axis,  and 
enabled  the  performer  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  three  modes,  with 
the  uttnoft  facility,  and  without  interruption.  This  inftru- 
ment,  which  was  much  admired,  funk  into  oblivion  after  the 
death  of  the  inventor  c. 

The  tetrachords  are  diftinguiihed  by  names  relative  to  their 
pofition  in  the  mufical  fcale  ;  and  the  firings  by  names  rela- 
tive to  their  pofition  in  each  tetrachord.  The  graved  of  all, 
thejf,  is  called  the  hypate,  or  principal  one ;  that  which  fol- 
lows in  afeending,  the  parhypate,  or  that  next  to  the  principal 
one. 

I  muft  interrupt  you,  faid  I,  to  aflt  whether  you  have  no 
fhorter  expreffions  for  finging  an  air  without  words.  Four 
vowels,  anfwered  he,  the  e  fliort,  a,  e  long,  and  o  long,  pre- 
ceded by  the  confonant  t,  exprefs  the  four  founds  of  each  te- ' 
trachord  f,  except  when  the  firft  of  thefe  monofyllables  is  re- ' 
trenched  on  meeting  with  a  found  common  to  two  tetrachords. 
I  will  explain  myfelf.  If  I  wifh  to  fol  fa  the  feries  of  founds 
given  by  the  two  firft  tetrachords,^,  ut,  re,  mitfa,foIf  la,  I 
fliall  fay,  te,  ta9  tee,  to,  ta,  tee,  to%  and  fo  on.   , 

I  have  fometimes,  faid  I,  feen  written  mufic ;  but  could 
never  make  out  any  thing  but  letters  horizontally  traced. on 
the  fame  line,  correfponding  with  the  fyllables  of  the  words 
Handing  below,  fome  whole  or  mutilated,  and  others  placed  in 
different  directions.  Notes,  replied  he,  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  us,  and  we  have  chofen  letters,  a  great  number  of 
which  are  requifite  on  account  of  the  diversity  of  modes  :  to 
thefe  letters  we  have  given  different  poll  Lions  and  forms.  This 
manner  of  notation  is  fimple,  but  defe&ive..  Attention  has 
not  been  paid  to  appropriate  a  letter  to  each  found  of  the 
voice,  and  each   firing  of  the  lyre.     Hence  it  happens,  that 


*  Athcn.  lib.  |4.  p.  637.  f  Ariftid.  Quihtil".  lib.  a.  p.  94, 
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tbe  fame  grafter,  being  common  to  ftriqgs  belonging  to.  difr 
ferent  tcttachord*,  can  sever  fpeeify  their  various  degrees  of 
elevation,  and  that  the  notes  of  the  diatonic  genus  are  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  chromatic  and  enharmonic  f  •  More  vriU, 
oo  doubt,  one  daj  be  added  j  but  fo  great  a  number  win  he 
then  necefiary  *,  as  to  be  a  burthen,  it  may  b?,  to  the  memo? 
ry  of  beginners  *• 

Philofimus,  as  he  fatd  this,  traced  out  on  his  tablets  an  air 
which  I  ksufiw  by  rote.  After  examining  it,  I  observed  to 
him  that  theJfe  figna  might  indeed  fuffice  to  guide  my  voice  in 
expreffing  the  founds,  but  not  to  regulate  the  time  it  might 
employ  in  tljcir  expreffion.  That,  faid  bet,  is  determined  by 
the  long  and  fliort  fyllables  which  compofe  the  words,  and  by 
the  rhythm,  which  conftitutes  one  of  the  moil  effibntial  pasts 
of  m%fic  and  poetry. 

Rhythm  is  in  general  a  fucceffive  motion,  fuhjefi  to  certain 
proportions  '.  We  maj  perceiv*  it  in  the  flight  of  a  bird,  in 
the  pulsations  of  the  arteries,  in  the  fteps  of  a  dancer,  in  the 
periods  of  a  difcourfe.  Jn  poetry,  it  is  the  relative  duration 
of  the  moments  employed  in  pronouncing  the  fyllabks  of  a 
verfe,  and  in  mafic,  the  relative  duration  of  the  founds  which, 
enter  into  the  compofition  of  an  air* 

In  the  origin  of  mafic,  its  rhythm  was  exaftly  formed  on 
the  model  of  that  of  poetry.  You  know  that  in  our  language 
every  fyUabk  is  Abort  or  Jong.  Que  inftant  is  neceflary  to 
pronounce  a  fliort  fy  liable,  two  to  articulate  a  long  one.  From 
the  union  of  Several  long  and  fbort  fyllables  the  foot  is 
formed ;  and  from  the  union  of  feet  the  meafuxe  of  the  verfe* 
Each  foot  has  a  movement,  a  rhythm,  divided  into  two  times, 
one  for  the  finking  of  the  band  or  other  inftrument  that  by 
aa  equable  motion  denotes  the  time,  and  the  other  for  its 
rifofr         

r  Aiiftox.  lib.  2.  p.  40.  I       *  See  note  at  the  epd  of  the  volume. 

.  *  Alyp.  Introd.  p.  3.  Gaudcot.  p.  I  i  Mem.  do  l'Acad*  de»  feli  Lett*. 
aj.  Bacch.  p.  3,  Ariflid.  Quintal.  I  t.  ▼.  p.  15a.  Plat,  dc  Leg.  Us.  3.  t» 
p.  a6»  I  ii.  p.  664,  665. 
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Homer,  and  the  poets  of  his  time,  commonly  employed  the 
heroic  verfc,  confiding  of  fix  feet,  each  of  them  containing 
two  long  fyllables,  or  a  long  one  followed  by  two  fbort  ones. 
Thus  four  fyllahic  inftants  conftitute  the  duration  of  a  foot,' 
and  four  and  twenty  of  thefe  inftants  form  a  srerfe. 

It  was  then  d  if  cove  red  that  the  meafure  of  this  verfe  was 
regulated  by  too  uniform  a  movement ;  that  it  excluded  feve- 
ral  fonorou9  and  expreffive  words,  from  the  impdffibility  of 
fubjefting  them  to  its  rhythm,  and  that  in  order  to  introduce 
others,  it  was  necefiary  to  make  them  reft  upon  an  adjoining 
word.  Attempts  were  confequently  made  to  introduce  feme 
new  rhythms  into  poetry  k.  The  number  of  thefe  has  been 
iince  considerably  increafed  by  Archilochus,  Akseus,  Sappho, 
and  other  poets*  They  are  now  daflcd  under  three  principal 
fpecies. 

In  the  firft,  the  rifing  of  the  hand  in  marking  the  time  of 
a  foot  is  equal  to  the  finking  ;  it  is  the  meafure  of  two  equal 
times.  In  the  fecond,  the  duration  of  the  rifing  ia  double 
that  of  the  finking,  and  is  the  meafure  of  two  unequal,  or 
of  three  equal  times.  In  the  third,  the  rifing  is  to  the  fink* 
iag  as  3  to  a ;  that  is  to  fay,  foppofing  the  notes  equal,  there 
mult  be  3  for  one  time,  aod  a  for  the  other*  There  is  a 
fourth  fpecies,  in  which  the  proportion  of  time  is  as  3  to  4, 
but  that  is  feldom  ufed. 

Befides  this  variety  in  the  fpecies,  a  ftill  greater  -difference 
occurs  from  the  number  of  fylkbks  appropriated  to  each 
meafure  of  a  rhythm.  Thus  in  the  firft  fpecies  the  two  equal 
dmfions  of  the  time  of  each  foot  may  be  each  compofed  of 
a  (yllabic  bftaBt,  or  of  a  fliort  fyllable  j  but  they  may  like- 
wife  confift  of  two,  fonr,  fix,  and  even  eight  fyliabic  inftants, 
which  fometimee  givea  for  the  whole  meafnre  a  combination 
of  long  and  fliort  fyllables,  equivalent  to  fix  teen  fyliabic  in- 
fants.  In  the  fecond  fpecies,  this  combination  may  be  formed 

1  ■  ,  it 

k  AriJtot.  dt  Poet,  t  ii.  p.  654. 
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of  eighteen  of  thefe  inftants ;  and  in  the  third,  one  of  the 
times  may  contain  from  three  to  fifteen  fliort  ones,  and  the 
other  from  one  to  ten  fliort  ones,  or  their  equivalents;  fo  that 
the  whole  meafure,  comprifing  twenty-five  fyllabic  inftants, 
exceeds,  by  one  of  thefe  inftants,  the  extent  of  the  epic  vcrfe, 
and  may  contain  as  many  as  eighteen  long  or  fliort  fyllables. 

If  to  the  variety  which  this  more  or  lefs  rapid  tranfition 
of  fyllabic  inftants  introduces  into  the  rhythm,  you  add  that 
which  arifes  from  the  intermingling  of  the  different  rhythms, 
as  well  as  that  dictated  by  the  tafte  of  the  mufician,  when, 
according  to  the  character  of  the  pailions  which  it  is  his  ob- 
ject to  exprefs,  he  accelerates  or  retards  the  meafure,  yet  with, 
out  altering  the  proportions,  you  will  conclude  that  our  ear 
mull  in  a  concert  be  perpetually  acted  on  by  fudden  move- 
ments, which  at  once  excite  its  attention  and  aftonifhment. 

The  rhythm  is  marked  by  lines  placed  at  the  top  of  a 
piece  of  mufic,  and  the  coryphaeus  fignifies  it  to  the  dancers 
and  muficians  attentive  to  his  geftures,  from  the  mod  elevated 
part  of  the  or  die  ft  ra  *•  I  have  obferved,  faid  I,  that  the 
leaders  of  chorufes  beat  time  fometimes  with  the  hand,  and 
fometimes  with  the  footm.  I  have  even  feen  fome  of  them 
with  fandals  armed  with  iron  j  and  mud  own  that  thefe  noify 
percuffions  interrupted  my-  attention  and  my  pleafure.  Phi* 
lotimus  fmiled  and  continued. 

Plato  comparet  poetry  without  mufic  to  a  face  deprived  of 
its  beauty  by  having  loft  the  bloom  of  youth  n.  I  fliould 
compare  mufic  without  rhythm  to  regular  features  deftitute 
of  feeling  and  expreffion.  By  the  aid  of  rhythm  is  it  that 
mufic  excites  in  us  the'  emotions  we  experience.  In  this  part 
of  his  art,  the  mufician,  as  I  may  fay,  has  only  the  merit  of 
choice,  for  all  rhythms  poftefs  diftinct  and  inherent  properties. 
Let  the  trumpet  (bund  with  redoubled  blafts  a  lively  impetu- 
ous rhythm,  you  will  imagine  you  hear  the  fhouts  of  the 

I  Id.  Probl.  t.  ii.  p.  770.  I  t..v.  p.  i6q- 

m  Mem.  de  r  Acad,  des  Bell  Lettr.  |     ~a  Piut.  de  Rep.  lib.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  6*0, 
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combatants  and  the  vi&ors,  and  be  reminded  of  our  martial 
fbngs  and  warlike  dances.  Let  feveral  voices  tranfmit  to  your 
ear  a  fucceffiQn  of  founds  in  a  (low  and  pleaiing  progreffion, 
and  you  will  be  foothed  into  meditation :  if  their  fongs  con- 
tain the  praifes  of  the  gods,  you  will  feel  yourfelf  difpofed 
tp  the  awe  and  veneration  infpired  by  their  prefence  j  and  this 
is  the  effect  produced  by  the  rhythm  of  the  hymns  and  dances 
at  our  religious  ceremonies. 

The  character  of  the  rhythm  is  fo  determinate,  that  the 
tranpofition  of  a  fyllable  fuffices  to  change  it.  We  often  .ad, 
mit  into  verification  two  feet,  the  iambic  and  the  trochee, 
both  compofed  of  a  long  and  fhort  fyllable,  with  this  diffe- 
rence, that  the  iambic  begins  with  a  ihort,  and  the  trochee 
with  a  long  one.  The  latter  is  adapted  to  the  poftderoufnefs 
of  a  ruftic  dance,  the  other  to  the  vivacity  of  an  animated 
dialogue  °.  As  the  iambic  feems  to  redouble,  and  the  trochee 
to  lofe  its  ardour  at  every  ftep,  fatiric  authors  attack  their 
enemies  with  the  former,  whilft  dramatic  writers  often  em- 
ploy the  latter  in  their  chorufes  of  aged  men  on  the  ftage  p. 

There  is  not  a  movement  in  nature,  or  in  our  paffipns,  but 
what  meets,  in  the  various  fpecies  of  rhythms,  with  other 
movements  which  correfpond  with  it,  and  become  its  image*. 
Thefe  affinities  are  fo  immutable,  that  an  air  lofes  all  its  beau- 
ty when  its  time  is  imperfectly  obferved,  and  the  mind  is 
difappointed  at  not  receiving  the  periodical  fucceflion  of  the 
fenfations  it  expeds  at  dated  intervals.  Accordingly  the  di- 
rectors of  our  theatres  and  feftivals  are  indefatigable  in  exer- 
ciGng  the  performers  to  whom  they  confide  their  fame.  I  am 
perfuaded  even  that  mufic  is  in  a  great  meafure  indebted  for 
its  fuccefs  to  the  beauty  of  execution,  and  efpecially  to  the 
fcrupulous  attention  with  which  the  chorufes r  obferve  the 
time  that  is  given  them. 

°  Ariftot.  de  Poet.  cap.  4.     Id.  de  I      *  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  8.   t.  ii.  p. 

Rhetor,  lib.  3.  cap.  g.  |  455. 

•P    Ariftoph.   io  Acharn.    v.    303.  I      r  Id.  Probl.  %v  p.  765. 
Schol.  ibid. 
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But,  added  Philotimus,  it  is  time  to  conclude  this  converfa- 
tion :  we  will  refume  it  to-morrow,  if  jou  think  proper  j  I 
will  call  upon  you  before  I  wait  on  Apollodoras. 

SECOND   CONVERSATION. 

On  tht  Moral  Part  of  Mijtc* 

The  next  morning  I  rofe  at  the  hour  when  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  bring  their  provilions  to  the  market,  and  the 
citizens  begin  to  difperfe  themfelves  tutnultuoiifly  in  the 
ftreets  *.  The  iky  was  calm  and  ferene  j  a  delicious  coolnefs 
penetrated  my  ravifhed  fenfes:  the  caft  fparkkd  with  fire, 
and  the  whole  earth  appeared  to  pant  after  the  prefence  of 
that  lumniary  by  which  it  feems  to  be  daily  renovated.  En- 
chanted with  this  fpedacle,  I  did  not  perceive  the  arrival  of 
Philotimus.  I  have  furprifed  you,  faid  he,  in  a  fort  of  ec- 
ftafy.  I  have  never  ceafed  to  experience  it,  anfwered  I,  fince 
xny  arrival  in  Greece ;  the  extreme  purity  of  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  the  lively  colours  which  adorn  every  objed  I 
behold,  fecm  to  expand  my  foul  and  open  it  to  new  fenfations. 
This  led  us  to  a  converfation  on  the  influence  of  climate  '•  Phi- 
lotimus attributed  to  this  caufe  the  aftonifhing  fenfibility  of 
the  Greeks  ;  a  fenfibility,  faid  he,  which  is  an  incxhauftible 
fource  of  pleafure  and  of  error,  and  feems  to  increafe  among 
that  people  from  day  to  day.  I  thought,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
plied I,  that  it  was  beginning  to  diminifh.  If  I  am  mi  (taken, 
tell  me  then  why  mufic  no  longer  effects  the  fame  prodigies 
which  were  heretofore  attributed  to  it. 

Becaufe,  anfwered  he,  it  formerly  was  of  a  ruder  nature, 
and  nations  were  then  in  their  infancy.  Should  a  voice,  ac- 
companied by  fome  instrument,  addrefs  itfelf  even  in  a  very 
fimple  melody,  fubjeft  however  to  certain  rules,  to  men  who 
could  only  teftify  their  pleafure  by  tumultuous  exclamations, 
you  would  loon  lee,  them  tranfported  with  delight,  and  exprefs 
their  admiration  by  the  moft  violent  hyperboles.  This  is 
what  the  Greeks  experienced  before  the  Trojan  war.     Ain- 

9  Ari&oph.  in  Ecclcf.  v*  378.  I      l  Hippocr.  de  Act.  p.  55,  Ice.  Plot- 

I  in  Tim.  j.  iii.  p.  24. 
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phioo  animate*}  by  his  fojxgs  the  workmen  who  built  the 
fortrefs  of  Thebes  (as  has  been  fincc  done  during  the  re- 
building of  the  walls  of  Meflioa)  u  ;  and  fame  reported  that 
the  walls  qf  Thebes  fprang  up  at  the  found  of  his  lyre.  Or- 
pheus drew  from  his  a  frnaU  number  of  pleafing  founds,  and 
it  was  faid  that  tigers  laid  afide  their  ferocity,  and  crouched 
at  his  feet^ 

I  {hall  fay  nothing  of  thofe  remote  ages,  replied  I :  but 
have  we  not  heard  that  the  Lacedsemooians,  when  divided 
among  therofelves,  were  fuddenjj  reconciled  by  the  harmoni- 
ous modulations  of  Terpander*;  that  the  Athenians  were 
incited  by  tye  fongs  of  Solon  to  invade  and  recover  the  ifle  of 
Salamis,  in  defiance  of  a  decree  which  condemned  the  orator 
to  death,  who  (hould  dare  even  to  propofe  the  conquefl  of 
that  rfland  * ;  that  the  manners  cf  the  Arcadians  were  civiliz- 
ed by  raufic  z ;  and  numberlefs  other  ftories  of  the  fame  kind 
which  cannot  have  efcaped  your  inquiries  ? 

I  am  fufficientiy  acquainted  with  them,  faid  he,  to  aflure 
you  that  the  marvellous  disappears  when  we  confider  them 
properly*.  Terpander  and  Solon  owed  their  fuccefies  to 
poetry  rather  than  to  mufic,  and  perhaps  ftill  lefa  to  poetry 
than  to  peculiar  circumftances.  The  La^edaexonians  mult 
have  t^eguo  to  he  weary  cf  their  divifions,  when  they  confeot- 
ed  to  lift  en  to  Terpander.  As  for  the  revocation  of  the  de- 
cree obtained  by  Solon,  that  never  can  aftoaifli  any  man  ac- 
quainted with  Athenian  levity. 

The  inftance  of  the  Arcadians  is  more  (hiking.  That  peo- 
ple had  contracted  in  a  rigorous  climate,  and  amidft  fevere  la- 
bours, a  ferocity  that  rendered  them  wretched.  Their  firft 
legiflators  perceived  the  im predion  produced  on  their  minds 
by  mafic,  and  deemed  them  capable  of  happjaefs,  fince  they 
were  poffeffed  of  fenfibility.     Their  children  were  taught  to 


u  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  17.  I       *  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  2S9.    Athen.  lib, 

z  Piut.  de  Mjui  t.  ii.  p.  1 146.  Diod.  ]  14.  p.  616. 
Sic.  Fragm.  t.  ii.  p.  639.  J      *  Mem.  de  i'Acad.  dca  Sell  Lcttr. 

y  Viae,  in  Solpo  t.  2.  p.  8  a.  1  t.  t.  y.  133. 
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celebrate  the  gods  and  heroes  of  the  country.  Feftivals,  pub- 
lic facrifices,  folemn  proceflions,  and  dances  of  boys  and  girls, 
were  inftituted ;  and  thefe  inftitutions,  which  dill  fubfift,  in- 
fenfibly  connected  together  this  rude  people.  They  became  - 
mild,  humane,  beneficent*  But  what  a  variety  of  caufes 
contributed  to  this  revolution  !  Poetry,  fong,  dance,  affcm- 
blies,  feftivals,  and  games,  all  of  which,  by  alluring  them 
by  the  attraction  of  pleafure,  were  calculated  to  infpire  them 
with  a  tafte  for  the  arts,  and  the  fpirit  of  focial  life. 

Such  were  nearly  the  effects  to  be  expe&ed  from  muGc 
while  in  drift  union  with  poetry,  and  grave  apd  decent  as 
that  art,  it  was  employed  only  to  preferve  integrity  of  man- 
ners. But  fince  it  has  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  it  has  for. 
feited  the  noble  privilege  of  inftrucling  men,  and  rendering 
them  better.  It  is  not  the  firft  time,  faid  I,  that  I  have  heard 
thefe  complaints,  but  I  have  more  frequently  feen  them  treat- 
ed as  chimerical.  Some  figh  over  the  corruption  of  mufic, 
others  rejoice  in  its  perfeftion.  You  have  flill  fome  parti- 
sans of  the  ancient,  but  a  greater  number  of  the  modern  mu- 
fic* Legiflators  formerly  confidered  it  as  an  effential  branch 
of  education  b  ;  at  prefent,  philofophers  hardly  look  upon  it 
in  any  other  light  than  as  an  innocent  amufementc.  How' 
happens  it  that  an  art,  which  has  fuch  influence  on  our  minds, 
fhould  be  lefs  ufeful  as  it  becomes  more  pleating  ? 

You  will  comprehend  that,  perhaps,  anfwered  he,  if  you 
compare  the  ancient  mufic  with  that  which  has  been  introduc- 
ed almoft  in  our  days*  Simple  in  its  orign,  afterwards  more 
rich  and  varied,  it  fucceffively  animated  the  verfes  of  Hefiod, 
Homer,  Archilochus,  Terpander,  Simonides,  and  Pindar.  In- 
separable as  it  was  from  poetry,  it  borrowed  all  its  charms,  or 
rather  embellimed  it  with  its  own ;  for  all  its  ambition  was  to 
lend  new  graces  to  its  companion. 

There  is  but  one  expreffion  which  can  render  an   image  or 

a  fentiment  in  all  its  force*     This  expreffion  excites  emotions 

■  — — *  r — 

*  Tim.  Locr.  ap.  Plat  t.  iii.  p.  104.  |       c  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  3* 

t.  ii.  p.  451. 
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in  us  the  mora  lively  t  as  it  alone  compels  otir  hearts  to  lifted 
to  the  voice  of  nature.  Whence  is  it  that  the  wretched  fo 
eafily  difcoger  the  fecret  of  moving  our  compaffion,  and  ex- 
citing  the  tendered  feelings  in  our  fouls,  but  becaufe  their 
accents  and  their  waitings  form  the  appropriate  language  of  af- 
fliction ?  In  vocal  mufic,  fimple  expreflion  is  the  kind  of  into- 
nation fuited  to  every  word  and  verfe  d.  Now,  the  ancient 
poets,  who  we/ e  at  once  muficians,  philofophers,  and  legifla* 
tors,  obliged  to  diftribute  in  their  verfes  the  fpecies  of  tune 
of  which  thofe  verfes  were  capable,  never  loft  fight  of  this 
principle.  Words,  melody,  rhythm,  the  three  powerful  agents 
employed  by  mufic  in  imitation c,  confided  to  the  fame  hand, 
fo  dire&ed  their  efforts,  that  all  equally  concurred  in  produc- 
ing unity  of  expreflion. 

They  were  early  acquainted  with  the  diatonic,  chroma- 
tic, and  enharmonic  genera  ;  and  to  each  genus  aligned  the 
fpecies  of  poetry  the  beft  adapted  to  it f .  They  employed  our 
three  principal  modes,  and  applied  them,  in  preference  to 
the  three  kinds  of  fubjeda  they  were  almoft  conftantly  oblig- 
ed to  treat.  Was  a  warlike  nation  to  be  animated  to  combat, 
or  entertained  with  the  recital  of  its  exploits,  the  Doric  har- 
mony lent  them  its  force  and  majefty  * •  Was  it  neceffary  to 
lay  before  them  great  examples  of  calamity  and  fuffering,  in 
order  to  inftruft  them  in  the  fcience  of  misfortune,  elegies 
and  plaintive  fongs  borrowed  the  piercing  and  pathetic  tones 
of  Lydian  harmony  h.  To  infpire  them  with  awe  and  grati- 
tude towards  the  gods,  the  Phrygian  notes  *  were  appropriat- 
ed to  the  facred  hymns  '• 

The  greater  part  of  thefe  hymns  called  Nomi,  that  is  to  fay, 
laws  or  models  k,  were  generally  divided  into  feveral  parts, 


.   d  Tartin.  Tratt.  di  Muf.  p.  1 41. 

c  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  398. 
Ariftoc  de  Poet.  cap.  1. 1.  ii.  pu  652. 
Ariftid.  Quintil.  lib.  I.   p.  6. 

f  Plut.de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  11 42.  Mem. 
4c  1' Acad,  dcs  Bell,  Lcttr.  t.  xv.  p. 

?  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib  3.  t.  ii.  p.  399. 


Plut.  ibid.  p.  1 136  et  XI37. . 

h  Plut.  ibid.  p.  1 1 36.' 

*  See  note  at  the  end .  of  the  to- 
lunae. 

i  Plat.  de.  Rep.  ibid.  Chonic  Par. 
Poll.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  §  $6.     Mem. 
de  l'Academ.  dcf.  Bell.  Lcttr.  t.  z.  p. 
218. 
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but  containing  only  one  adion.  As  they  were*  tttfaftt  mbr* 
efpeciallj  to  mark  the  immutable  character  of  the  {Ktticiilar 
deity  to  whom  the  homage  was  addreffed,  they  were  made 
fubjtd  to  rules,  from  which  they  fcarcely  ever  departed  *. 

The  air,  rigoroufly  fubfervieftt  to  the  wbrds,  was  actom- 
panied  and  fuftained  by  the  kind  of  inftrament  fcft  calculated 
to  ezprefs  them.  This  inftritment  was  (bunded  in  unifon 
with  the  voice m  $  and  when  dancing  accompanied  the  feng# 
that  alfo  faithfully  painted  to  the  eye  the  fentiment  or  image 
tranfmitted  by  the  latter  to  the  ear. 

The  lyre  expreffed  but  a  fmall  number  of  founds,  and  ting- 
ing afforded  but  very  little  variety.  The  fimplicity  of  the 
means  employed  by  mufic  fecured  the  triumph  of  poetry  ; 
and  poetry,  more  philofophical  and  more  inftruAive  than  hif- 
tory,  inafmuch  as  it  felefis  fublimer  models*,  delineated 
great  characters,  and  held  out  illuftrious  ltffdns  of  courage* 
prudence,  and  honour-  Philotimus  here  interrupted  his  difc 
courfe,  to  let  me  hear  fome  pafiages  of  this  ancient  muiic; 
and  efpeciallj  fome  airs  of  a  poet  named  Olympus,  who  lit** 
ed  about  nine  centuries  ago.  They  turn  only  on  a  fthall 
number  of  chords  °,  added  he,  yet  are  in  fome  refpe&s  fu- 
perior  to  thofe  of  our  modern  compofers  *. 

The  art  continued  to  make  a  progrefs ;  it  acquired  additional 
modes  and  rhythms,  and  the  lyre  was  enriched  with  new  firings. 
But  the  poets  long  reje&ed  thefe  novelties,  or  at  leaft  ufed 
them  with  moderation,  always  attached  to  their  ancient  prin- 
ciples, and  extremely  attentive,  above  all,  not  to  deviate  from 
that  decency  and  dignity p  which  chara&erifed  the  ancient 
mufic* 

Of  thefe  two  qualities,  fo  effential  to  the  fine  arts  when 
their  effects  are  not  limited  to  the  pleafures  of  the  fenfes,  the 


I  Plot,  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  1 153.  Plat. 
de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  it.  p.  700. 

m  Plut  ibid.  p.  1141. 

n  Ariftot.  dc  Poet.  cap.  0.  Batt. 
ibid  p.  %4%g 


0  Plut.  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  j>.  Htf. 

0  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  tow 
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fir  ft  is  indifpenfable  to  order,  the  fecond  to  beauty.  It  is 
decency  or  fitnefs  which  eftabli(hes  a  juft  proportion  between 
the  ftjle  and  the  fubjecl,  which  give  its  true  colour,  tone, 
and  movement  to  each  objeft,  each  idea,  and  each  paflion  * , 
which  confequently  rejects  allunreafonabk  beauties  asdefe&s, 
and  is  careful  to  prevent  ornaments  fortuitoufly  Scattered,  from 
injuring  the  main  intereft.  As  dignity  is  infeparable  from 
elevation  of  fenthnent  and  ideas,  the  poet  who  bears  the  im- 
preflion  of  it  in  his  foul,  does  not  give  way  to  fervile  Imita- 
tions *.  His  conceptions  are  lofty,  and  his  language  that  of  a 
mediator,  whofe  office  it  is  to  fpeak  to  the  gods,  and  to  inftrudk 
men  *» 

Such  was  the  double  function  of  which  the  fir  ft  poets  were 
fo  zealous  to  acquit  themfelves  as  they  ought.  Their  hymn* 
infpired  piety,  their  poems  the  thirft  of  glory,  their  elegies 
patience  and  frrmnefe  under  misfortune.  Examples  as  well 
as  precepts  were  eafily  imprinted  on  the  memory  by  fimple 
airs  of  a  noble  and  expreffive  character  f  and  the  youth,  early 
accuftomed  to  repeat  them,  imbibed  with  pleafure  the  love 
of  every  duty,  and  the  true  idea  of  real  excellence. 

It  feems  to  me,  however,  faid  I  to  Philotimus,  that  fo  auftere 
a  niuQc  was  but  ill  calculated  to  excite  the  paffions.  Do  you 
think  then,  replied  he  fouling,  that  the  paffions  of  the  Greeks 
were  not  of  themfelves  fufficiently  a&ive  ?  They  were  natu- 
rally high  fpirited  and  of  delicate  fenfibility ;  by  giving  them 
too  ftrong  emotions,  there  was  a  rifk  of  pufhing  their  vices 
and  virtues  to  excefs.  It  was  accordingly  one  of  the  profound 
views  of  their  legiftators,  to  make  mufic  ferve  as  ati  instrument 
to  moderate  their  ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  or  in  the 
heat  of  vi&ory.  Why  have  they  admitted,  from  the  remoteft 
ages,  the  practice  of  fiuging  the  gods  and  heroes  at  banquets, 
but  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  excefs  of  wine  *,  the 


*  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Stmd.  Orat.  i      »  Plot,  dc  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  140. 
feel.  id.  I      c  Plat.de  Muf.  p.  1146.    Atbcn* 

T  PUt.  de  Rep.  lib,  3.  t,  ii.  p.  395.  |  lib.  14,  j».  6a;. 
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more  fatal  in  thofe  days,  as  men  were  more  prone  to  violence  ? 
Why  do  the  Lacedaemonian  generals  difperfe  among  their 
troops  a  certain*  number  of  flute  players,  and  make  them 
march  againft  the  enemy  to  the  found  of  that  inflrument, 
rather  than  to  the  noify  clangour  of  the  trumpet  ?  Is  it  not  to 
ftay  the  impetuous  courage  of  the  Spartan  youth,  and  oblige 
them  to  keep  their  ranks  u  ? 

Be  not  aftonifhed,  therefore,  that  even  before  the  birth  of 
philofophy,  the  moft  civilized  ftates  fhould  have  watched  with 
fo  much  care  to  prevent  the  introdu&ion  of  innovations  into 
their  pure  and  fimple  mufic  *,  and  that,  in  later  times,  the 
wifeft  men,  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  calming,  rather 
than  of  exciting  our  paffions,  fhould  have  acknowledged  that 
mufic,  under  the  guidance  of  philofophy,  is|one  of  the  fublimeft 
gifts  of  Heaven,  and  one  of  the  nobleft  inventions  of  man  7- 

At  this  day  it  is  fubfervient  only  to  our  pleafures*  You 
mud  have  perceived  that  towards  the  end  of  its  reign  it  was 
verging  towards  corruption,  from  acquiring  new  embellish- 
ments. Polymnefles,  by  bracing  or  letting  down  at  pleafure 
the  firings  of  the  lyre,  had  introduced  notes  before  unknown  *. 
Some  muficians  employed  themfelves  in  compofmg  for  the  flute 
airs  unaccompanied  with  words  a  ;  foon  after,  contefts  were 
feen  at  the  Pythian  games,  in  which  nothing  but  the  found  o^ 
inftruments  was  heard  b  :  at  length  the  poets,  and  above  all 
the  authors  of  that  bold  and  turbulent  poetry,  known  by  the 
name  of  Dithyrambics,  tortured  at  once  language,  melody, 
and  rhythm,  to  bend  them  to  their  ridiculous  enthufiafm c; 
The  ancient*  taftc,  nevertheless,  flill  predominated.  Pindar, 
Pratinas,  Lamprus,  and  other  celebrated  Lyric  poets,  upheld 


u  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  70.  Aul. 
Cel.  fib.  I.  cap.  11.  Ariftot.  ap.  eumd. 
ibid.  Plut.  de  Ira.  t.  ii.  p.  458.  Polyb. 
lib.  4.  p.  289.  A'.hcu.  lib.  iz.  p.  5 1 7. 
Id.  lib.  Z4.  p.  627. 

x  Plut.  dc  Muf.  p  1146. 

y  Tim.  Locr.  ap  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  104. 
Plat  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  44c.  Di- 
etogen  ap.  Stub.  p.  ajr. 
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•it  in  its  decline d.  The  former  flourilhed  at  the  time  of  the 
expedition  of  Xerxes,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 
ago.  He  lived  long  enough  to  witnefs  the  revolution,  pre- 
pared by  the  innovation  of  his  predeceflbrs,  and  favoured  by 
die  fpirit  of  independence  we  had  acquired  by  our  victories 
over  the  Perfians.  But  what  moil  accelerated  this  revolution 
was  the  ungovernable  paffion  that  fuddenly  poffefled  the  nation 
for  inftrumental  mufic  and  dithyrambic  poetry.  The  former 
taught  us  to  difpenfe  with  words  5  the  latter  to  overlay  them 
with  a  load  of  foreign  ornaments. 

Mufic,  until  then  fubjefted  to  poetry  *,  fliook  off  the  yoke 
with  the  audacioufnefs  of  a  revolted  flave.  Muficians  ho 
longer  attempted  to  fignalize  themfelves  but  by  fuppofed  im- 
provements. The  more  they  multiplied  the  refources  of  the 
art,  the  more  did  they  deviate  from  nature  f .  The  lyre  and 
cithara  produced  a  greater  variety  of  founds.  The  properties 
of  genera,  modes,  voices,  and  instruments,  were  confounded. 
Airs,  formerly  appropriated  to  different  fpecies  of  poetry, 
were  indifcriminately  applied  to  each  in  particular  &.  Chords 
before  unknown,  unufual  modulations,  and  vocal  inflexions, 
often  devoid  of  harmony,  were  introduced  every  day  h.  The 
fundamental  and  precious  law  of  rhythm  was  openly  violated, 
and  the  fame  fyllable  affigned  to  different  founds  ',  an  extra- 
vagance which  fhould  be  as  offenfive  in  mufic  as  it  inevitably 
would  be  in  declamation. 

At  the  fight  of  fo  many  rapid  changes,  Anaxilas  faid,  not 
long  ago,  in  one  of  his  comedies,  that  mufic,  like  Lybi?, 
produced  every  year  fome  new  monfter  k. 

Hie  principal  authors  of  thefe  innovations  were  of  thejaft 
century,  or  are  ftill  living  ;  as  if  it  were  the  fate  of  mufic  to 
lofe  its  influence  over  manners,  at  the  very  period  in  which 


h  Fiercer,  ap.  Plut.  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p. 
1141 

i  Ariftoph.  in  Ran.  t.  1349.  *39°4 
Schol.  ibid. 

*  Athen.  lib.  X4.  p.  623. 
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we  talk  the  mod  of  philofophy  and  morals.  Many  of  them 
pofleffed  great  undcrftanding  and  eminent  abilities  l.  I  fliall 
name  Melanippides,  Cinefias,  Phrynis  m,  Polyidus  n,  fo  cele- 
brated for  his  tragedy  of  Iphigenia,  and  Timotheus  of  Mile- 
tus, who  pra&ifed  every  fpecies  of  poetry,  and  ftill  enjoys, 
his  glory  in  a  very  advanced  age.  He,  above  all,  has  done 
the  moft  injury  to  the  ancient  mafic.  At  firft  he  was  checked 
by  the  fear  of  appearing  an  innovator  °.  He  began  by  inter- 
mingling old  airs  in  his  early  com  poll  turns,  to  elude  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  mag  ill  rates,  and  not  too  precipitately  to  frock 
the  reigning  tafte ;  but  foon,  emboldened  by  fuccefs,  he  open- 
ly waged  war  with  the  old  fyftem. 

Befides  the  licentioufnefs  I  have  mentioned,  muficians,  not 
yet  fatisficd  with  novelties,  are  endeavouring  to  draw  new 
founds  from  the  tetrachord.  Some  labour  to  introduce  a  fuc- 
ceflion  of  quarter  tones  in  airs  p  ;  they  weary  the  firings,  re- 
double the  exertions  of  their  bow,  and  apply  the  ear  in  order 
to  furprife  fome  palling  (hade  of  found  which  they  confider  as 
the  fmalleft  commenfurate  interval  q.  The  fame  experiment 
confirms  others  in  a  diametrically  oppofite  opinion.  Great 
difference  of  opinion  prevails  refpe&ing  the  nature  of  found  % 
the  confonances  to  be  made  ufe  of  *,  the  forms  introduced  into 
mufic,  and  the  talents  and  works  of  the  leaders  of  each  party. 
Epigonus,  Eraftocles  %  Pythagoras  of  Zacynthus,  Agenor  of 
Mytilene,  Antigen  ides,  Dor  ion,  and  Timotheus  u,  have  pu- 
pils who  are  daily  engaged  in  fierce  contention,  and  are 
agreed  only  in  the  fovereign  contempt  they  entertain  for  an- 
cient mufic,  which  they  treat  as  fuperannuated  *. 

Do  .you  know  who  have  the  moft  contributed  to  infpire  us 
with  this  contempt  ?  The  Ionians  y,  that  people  who  were 


1  Plat,  de  Lej*.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.   700. 

m  Pherecr.  ap.   Plut.  de  Muf.  t.  ii. 
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1  Id.  lib.  a.  p.  36. 
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nnable  to  defend  their  liberty  again  ft  the  Perfians,  and  whof 
in  a  fertile  country  and  under  the  fined  /ky  in  the  world  % 
confole  themfelves  for  the  lofs  of  it  in  the  bofom  of  the  arts 
and  luxury.  Their  light  and  brilliant  mufic,  decked  out  with 
all  the  graces,  partakes  at  the  fame  time  of  the  congenial 
foftnefs  peculiar  to  that  happy  climate  a.  We  had  fome  diffi-' 
ctilty  to  accuftom  ourfelves  to  its  accents.  Timotheus,  one  of 
thofe  Ionian 3  I  have  mentioned,  was  at  firft  hifled  on  out 
ftage;  but  Euripides,  who  knew  the  genius  of  his  nation, 
foretold  that  he  would  foon  become  the  favourite  of  the  public ; 
and  the  event  has  juftified  his  prediction  b.  Elated  with  this 
fnccefs,  he  vifited  the  Lacedaemonians  with  his  eleven  ftringed 
cithara,  and  his  effeminate  airs.  They  had  already  twice  re- 
preffed  the  audacity  of  modern  muficians  c  j  nay,  even  at  this 
day,  in  the  pieces  offered  for  the  competition,  they  require 
the  modulation  to  be  executed  on  a  feven  ftringed  inftrument, 
and  to  turn  only  on  one  or  two  modes  **.  What  then  was  their 
furprife  at  the  accords  of  Timotheus  !  What  was  his  aftonifb- 
ment  at  reading  a  decree  iffued  by  the  kings  and  ephori !  He 
was  accufed  of  having  wounded  the  majefty  of  the  ancient 
raufic,  and  endeavoured  to  corrupt  the  Spartan  youth  by  the 
indecency,  the  variety,  and  foftnefs  of  his  performences.  He 
was  ordered  to  retrench  four  firings  frbm  his  lyre,  with  this 
obfervation,  That  fuch  an  example  ought  forever  to  put  an 
end  to  novelties  which  encroach  on  feveriry  of  manners e.  It 
deferves  to  be  remarked,  that  this  decree  parted  about  the 
time  that  the  Lacedaemonians  gained  that  celebrated  viftory 
at  -flJgos-Potamos,  which  rendered  them  matters  of  Athens. 

Among  us,  artifans  and  hirelings  decide  On  the  fate  of  mu- 
fic; they  fill  the  theatre,  attend  at  mufical  competitions,  and 


z  Herodot.  lib.  I.  cap.  14). 

8  Plut.  in  Lye.  t.  i.  p.  41.  Lucian. 
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conftitute  themfelvcs  fovercign  judges  of  tafle.  Thefc  men 
requiring  (hocks  rather  than  emotions,  the  bolder,  the  more 
highly  coloured,  and  more  violent  the  mufic  is,  the  more 
does  it  excite  their  tranfports  f.  In  vain  have  philofophers 
exclaimed  ?,  that  to  adopt  fuch  innovations  was  to  ibake  the 
•foundations  of  the  ftate  *  j  in  vain  have  dramatic  writers  aim- 
ed a  thoufand  fatirical  flrokes  againft  thofe  who  ftrove  to  in- 
troduce them h.  As  they  cannot  iflue  decrees  in  favour  of 
the  ancient  mufic,  the  charms  of  its  enemy  have  ultimately 
carried  all  before  them.  The  fate  of  both  has  been  fimilar  to 
that  of  virtue  and  voluptuoufnefs  whenever  they  become  the 
object  of  a  flruggle.  • 

Tell  me  honeftly,  faid  I  to  Philotimus,  whether  you  have 
riot  occafionally  been  led  away  by  the  general  fedudtion  ?  Very 
pften,  replied  he :  I  allow  that  modern  mufic  is  fuperior  to 
the  ancient  for  its  richnefs  and  its  beauties ;  but  I  maintain 
that  it  has  no  moral  object,  -In  the  productions  of  the  an- 
cients I  eftecm  the  poet  who  makes  me  love  my  duty.  I  ad- 
mire in  modern  compofitions  the  muftcian  who  gives  me  plea- 
sure. And  do  not  you  think,  faid  I  with  warmth,  that  we 
fliould  judge  of  mufic  by  the  pleafure  it  affords  us  !  ? 

No,  doubtlefs,  replied  he,  if  that  pleafure  be  injurious, 
and  takes  place  of  others  lefs  lively,  but  of  more  utility. 
You  are  young,  and  ft  and  in  need  of  ftrong  and  frequent  emo- 
tions k ;  yet,  as  you  would  blufti  to  refign  yourfelf  to  them, 
if  not  confident  with  good  order,  it  is  evident  that  you  ought 
to  fubmit  both  your  pleafures  and  pains  to  the  examination  of 
reafon,  before  you  erect  them  into  the  ftandard  of  your  judg- 
ment and  conduct. 

I  {hall  take  upon  me  to  lay  down  the  following  principle : 
An  object  is  only  worthy  of  our  regard,  when,  befides  the 


f  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  8.  p.  458  et 
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beauties  that  emhellifh  it  in  ouf  eyes,  it  contains  3n  itfelf  fome 
real  utility  and  goodnefs  l.  Thus  we  fee  that  Nature,  who 
wifhes  to  conduct  us  to  her  ends  by  the  allurement  of  plea- 
fure,  and  who  never  limited  the  fublimity  of  her  views  to 
merely  procuring  us  agreeable  fenfations,  has  infufed  into  the 
food  necelLry  for  our  nourifhment  a  flavour  that  attracts  us, 
and  a  virtue  requifite  to  the  cor.fervation  of  our  fpecies.  Here 
jjleafure  is  a  firft  effect,  and  becomes  a  means  of  connecting 
the  caufe  to  a  fecond  effect  more  noble  than  the  former.  It 
may  fo  happen,  that  the  nutriment  being  equally  falutary, 
and  the  pleafure  equally  lively,  the  ultimate  effect  may  ftill 
be  hurtful :  in  fine,  if  certain  aliments,  calculated  to  pleafe 
the  palate,  produced  neither  good  nor  evil,  the  pleafure  wculd 
be  tranfient  and  unproductive.  Hence  it  rcfults,  that  it  is 
lefs  by  the  firft  effect  than  by  the  fecond,  that  we  fhould  de- 
cide whether  our  pleafures  be  ufeful,  dangerous,  or  indif- 
ferent. 

Let  us  apply  this  principle.  Imitation,  which  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  arts,  affects  us  varioufly  :  fuch  is  its  firft  effect. 
There  fometimes  exifts  a  fecond  more  effential,  and  frequently 
unknown  to  the  fpedtator,  and  even  to  the  artifl :-  it  modifies 
the  foul  m,  fo  as  infenfibly  to  bend  it  to  habits  which  beautify 
or  deform  it.  If  you  have  never  reflected  on  the  prodigious 
power  of  imitation,  confider  with  what  energy  two  of  our; 
fenfes,  fight,  and  hearing,  tranfmit  into  our  fouls  the  impref- 
fions  they  receive  ;  with  what  facility  a  child  furrounded  by 
{laves  copies  their  diicourfe  and  geftures,  and  appropriates  to 
itfelf  their  inclinations  and  vulgarity  *. 

Though  painting  is  far  from  poffefling  the  fame  power  as 
reality,  it  is  not  the  lefs  true  that  its  reprefen rations  are  fcenes 
at  which  I  am  prefent,  and  its  images  examples  prefented  to 
my  view.     Spectators  in  general  feek  only  for  fidelity  of  irni- 

I  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  a.  t.  ii.p.  667,      I      n  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii  p.  $03* 
»  Ariflot.  dc  Rep.  1.-8.  t.  ii.  p.  455- 
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tation,  and  the  charm  of  a  momentary  fenfation  in  a  pi&ure  * 
.  but  philofophers  often  difcover  in  it,  through  the  enchant- 
ment of  the  art,  the  feeds  of  a  latent  poifon.'  According  to 
them,  it  fhould  feem  as  if  our  virtues  were  either  fo  pure 
or  feeble,  that  the  flighted  breath  of  contagion  is  fufficient  to 
tarnifh  or  deftroy  them.  Thus,  whilft.  they  permit  young 
men  to  contemplate  at  leifure  the  pictures  of  Dionyfius,  they 
exhort  them  not  to  dwell  on  the  paintings  of  Paufon,  but  fre- 
quently, to  recur  to  thofe  of  Polygnotus  °.  The  firft  has 
painted  men  fuch  al  we  behold  them  ;  his  is  a  faithful  imita- 
tion, pleafing  to  the  eye,  without  danger  as  without  utility 
to  manners.  The  fecond,  by  beftowing  on  his  perfonages  ig- 
noble characters  and  functions,  has  degraded  man  ;  he  has 
painted  him  more  diminutive  than  he  is  ;  his  figures  deprive 
heroifm  of  its  luftre,  and  virtue  of  its  dignity.  Polygnotus, 
by  reprefenting  men  larger  and  more  virtuous  than  nature, 
elevates  our  thoughts  and  fentiments  towards  fublime  models, 
and  leaves  the  foul  deeply  impreffed  with  the  idea  of  moral 
beauty,  and  the  love  of  propriety  and  order. 

The  impreffions  of  mufie  are  more  immediate,  more  pro- 
found, and  more  durable  than  thofe  of  painting p  >  but  its 
imitations,  rarely  in  conformity  with  our  real  wants,  have 
almoft  ceafed  to  be  inftru&ive  :  and  in  fact,  what  edification 
do  I  receive  from  that  flute  player,  who  imitates  on  the  ftage 
the  fong  of  the  nightingale  %  and  at  our  games  the  hiffing  of 
the  ferpent r ;  or  when,  to  fliow  his  execution,  he  (hocks  my 
ear  with  a  multitude  of  founds,  rapidly  accumulated  on  each 
other s  ?  I  have  heard  Plato  afk  what  this  npife  fignified ;  and 
whilft  the  fpeclators  in  general  were  applauding  with  tran- 
fport  the  bold  ftrokes  of  the  mufician  c,  charge  him  with  ig- 
norance and  oftentation  ;  with  the  former  as  having  no  idea 


0  Ariftot.  de  Rep  liS.  8.  cap.  5.  p. 
455.     Id.  dc  Poet.  cap.  2.  t.  ii.  p  6j3- 
P  Id.  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  455. 
**  Ariftopb.  in  Av,  v,  223. 


r  Strab.  lib.  g.  p.  421. 
5  Pitt,  de  Leg.  lib.  2.  t.  ii.  p.  669. 
1  Ariftot.  de  Hep.  lib.  8.  cap.  6.  t« 
ii.  p.  4J7- 
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bf  real  beauty,  and  with  the  latter  as  placing  his  whole  am- 
bition in  the  vain  glory  of  furmounting  a  difficulty  *. 

Befides,  what  effect  can  be  produced  by  words,  which  drag- 
ging after  the  air,  broken  in  their  texture,  and  croffed  in  their 
progreffion,  can  never  claim  any  portion  of  that  attention 
which  the  inflections  and  beauties  of  the  voice  fix  folely  on 
the  melody  ?  I  allude  more  efpecially  to  the  mufic  we  hear 
in  the  theatre  *,  and  at  our  games  ;  for  it  dill  retains  its  an- 
fcient  character  in  many  of  our  religious  ceremonies. 

At  this  moment  our  ears  were  ftruck  with  the  found  of 
melodious  fongs.  This  happened  to  be  the  day  on  whioh  a 
feftivat  was  celebrated  in  honour  of  Thefeus  x.  Chorufes, 
confiding  of  the  moll  diftinguifhed  youth  of  Athens,  were  re- 
pairing to  the  temple  of  that  hero.  They  fang  his  victory  o- 
ver  the  minotaur,  his  arrival  in  Athens1,  and  the  return  of 
the  young  Athenians  whom  he  had  freed  frorri  bondage.  Af- 
ter liflening  to  them  attentively,  I  fa  id  to  Philotimus,  I  know 
not  whether  moll  to  admire  the  poetry,  the  air,  the  precifion 
of  the  rhythm,  the  merits  of  the  fubject,  or  the  delightful 
harmony- of  the  voices  ?.  But  it  feems  as  if  my  foul  were 
filled  and  elevated  by  this  mufic.  That,  replied  Philotimus 
vrith  animation,  is  becaufe,  inftesd  of  trifling  to  excite  our 
petty  pafiions,  it  penetrates  to  the  very  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
there  awakening  fentiments  the  moil  honourable  to  man,  and 
the  mod  ufeful  to  fociety,  fuch  as  courage,  gratitude,  and  de- 
votion to  our  country ;  becaufe  from  its  happy  concurrence 
with  poetry  rhythm,  and  the  other  caufes  you  have  been 
mentioning,  it  receives  an  awful  character  of  grandeur  and  no- 
bility, a  character  which  never  fails  to  produce  its  effect,  but 
operates  mote  po%erfully  on  thofe  fo  conftituted  as  to  feel  it, 
by  infpiring  them  with  a  higher  opinion  of  themfelves.  And 
this  it  is  which  jullifies  the  doctrine  of  Plato.    He  would  with 

•  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  I      x  Id.  in  Tbef.  1. 1.  p.  17. 

*  Plat,  dc  Muf.  t.  a.  p.  1 136.  I      y^Xcnoph.  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  765. 
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that  the  arts,  games,  fpc&acles,  and  alt  external  objects,  if 
poflible,  fliould  furnifli  us  with  images  calculated  inceffantky 
to  fix  our  attention  on  real  beauty.  The  habit  of  contempla- 
ting it  would  thus  become  to  us  a  kind  of  inftinfl,  and  our 
fouh  would  be  as  it  were  con  ft  rained  to  act  agreeably  to  the 
order  and  harmony  which  dine  forth  in  this  divine  model  x. 

Alas  !  how  far  are  our  artifts  from  attaining  to  the  fubhv 
xnity  cf  thefe  ideas  I  Not  fatisfied  with  annihilating  the  pecu- 
liar properties  of  the  different  parts  of  mufic,  they  violate 
even  the  mod  ordinary  rules  of  fitnefs.  Already  does  dancing, 
whicrAught  to  be  crave  and  decent,  become  tumultuous  and 
violent  when  fubjected  to  their  whims;  already  do  we  fee 
fragments  of  poetry  and  mufic  foreign  to  the  pieces  intro- 
duced between  the  a&s  of  our  tragedies,  and  the  chorufes  no 
longer  are  connected  with  the  action  a* 

I  do.  not  pretend  to  fay  that  fuch  deviations  from  the  an- 
cient practice  are  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  corruption  of 
our  manners ;  but  they  certainly  contribute  to  maintain  and 
fortify  it.  They  who  confider  them  as  indifferent,  are  not 
aware  that  regularity  is  upheld  as  much  by  rites  and  fafliions 
as  by  principles ;  that  manners  have  their  forms  as  well  as 
laws,  and  that  the  contempt  of  forms  gradually  deftroys  all 
the  bonds  which  unite  men  together  in  fociety. 

Modern  mufic  may  be  reproached  likewife  with  that  effe- 
minate foftnefej  thofe  enchanting  founds  which  charm  the 
multitude,  and  which,  by  having  no  determinate  objeft  of 
expreffion,  are  always  interpreted  in  favour  of  die  ruling  paf- 
fion.  Their  fole  effect  is  more  and  more  to  enervate  people 
whofe  minds,  deftitute  of  vigour  and  of  character,  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  only  by  different  degrees  of  pufilUmimity. 

But,  {aid  1  to  Philotimus,  fince  ancient  mufic*  poffefles  fuch 
eminent  advantages,  and  the  modern  fuch  great  beauties,  why. 
have  there  been  no  attempts  to  reconcile  them  ?  I  know  a 

*  Wat.  dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  401.        a  Ariftot.  dc  Poet.  cap.  x8.  t.ii.  p.  666* 
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mufician  named  Telefias,  anfwered  he,  who  Sid  form  fuch  a 
projeft  a  few  years  ago  b.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  trained 
up  in  an  admiration  of  the  rigid  beauties  of  Pindar  and  other 
lyric  poets.  Seduced  afterwards  by  the  productions  of  Phi- 
loxenus,  Timotheus,  and  the  modern  poets,  he  attempted  to 
combine  thefe  different  manners  :  but,  notwithftanding  all  his 
efforts,  he  continually  fell  back  into  that  of  his  firft  matters, 
reaping  no  other  fruit  from  all  his  labours  than  the  mortifica- 
tion of  difpleafing  both  parties. 

-No,  mufic  never  will  recover  from  the  degradation  into 
which  it  is  fallen,  without  a  total  change  in  our  ideas,  and  a 
reftoration  of  our  virtues.  Now,  it  is  more  difficult  to  re- 
form than  to  civilize  a  nation.  We  have  no  longer  any  mo- 
rals, added  he,  but  we  fball  have  pleafures.  The  ancient 
mufic  fuited  the  Athenian  conquerors  at  Marathon  ;  the  mo- 
dern is  well  adapted  to  Athenians  vanquifhed  at  iEgos-Po- 
tamos. 

I  have  only  one  more  queflion  to  aft.  you,  faid  I :  Why  do 
jou  inftrud  your  pupil  in  fo  pernicious  an  art  ?  what  pur- 
jlbfe  can  it  anfwer  ?  What  purpofe  !  replied  he  laughing  ;  the 
purpofe  of  a  play. thing  for  children  of  all  ages,  which  keeps 
them  from  breaking  the  furniture  of  the  houfe  c.  It  employs 
thofe  whofe  idlenefs  might  be  dangerous  to  fuch  a  govern- 
ment as  ours,  and  it  amufes  others  who,  formidable  only 
from  the  liftlefinefs  to  which  they  are  perpetually  a  prey,  are 
st  a  lofs  how  to  employ  their  time. 

Lyfis  {ball  learn  mufic,  becaufe,  deftined  as  he  is  to  fill  the 
firft  offices  of  the  republic,  he  fhould  enable  himfelf  to  give 
an  opinion  on  the  pieces  prefented  for  the  prize  at  the  theatre, 
or  mufical  competitions.  He  fliall  be  verfed  in  every  fpecies 
of  harmony,  but  efteem  fuch  only  as  may  have  an  influence 
on  his  manners  d.     For,  notwithftanding  its  depravation,  mu- 


t>  Pint,  de  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  1142.  I  ii.  p.  45  6. 

c  AriUot.  de  Rep.  li)>,  8.  cap.  6.  t.  |      *  id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  45  8. 
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fie  is  dill  capable  of  giving  us  fomc  ufeful  leffons  *.  Thofe 
laboured  performances,  thofe  fongs,  the  merit  of  which  con- 
fifla  only  in  difficulty  of  execution,  and  which  formerly  were 
mere  matter  of  admiration  at  our  exhibitions,  but  now  form 
the  conftant  exercife  of  our  children  f,  (hall  never  fatigue  my 
pupil.  I  will  put  fome  instruments  into  his  hands,  on  con- 
dition of  his  never  becoming  fuch  a  proficient  as  his  matters. 
I  wifh  his  leifure  moments,  if  he  has  any,  to  be  agreeably 
filled  up  by  a  fcle&  mufic,  which  may  prove  a  recreation 
from  his  labours,  inftead  of  increafing  them,  and  moderate 
his  paffions,  mould  he  be  pofltfled  of  too  much  fcnfibility  *s 
I  wifli  him,  in  a  word,  always  to  retain  in  mind  this  maxim* 
,  That  mufic  calls  us  to  pleafure ;  philofophy  to  virtue ;  but 
that  it  is  by  pleafure  and  virtue  conjointly  that  nature  invites 
us  to  happinefs  h.  - 


CHAP.     XXVIIL 

Manners  of  the  Athenians  continued. 

X  have  already  faid  *  that  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  the 
Athenians  aflfcmble  in  the  forum,  or  the  mops  by  which  it  is 
furrounded.  1  often  went  thither,  either  to  heat  the  news,  or 
fiudy  the  charaGer  of  the  people. 

I  one  day  met  there  one  of  the  principal  men  of  the  city 
walking  with  hafty  ftrides.  His  vanity  could  only  be  equalled 
by  his  hatred  of  the  democracy  ;  of  all  Homer*s  verfes  he  had 
retained  only  this  fentence :  "  Nothing  is  fo  dangerous  as  to 
have  many  chiefs  V 

He  had  juft  received  a  flight  affront :  No,  faid  he  in  a  rage, 
either  this  man  or  I  muft  quit  the  city,  for  it  is  impofiible  to 
remain  in  it  any   longer.      If  I   take   my  place  on  any  of  the 

c  Id  ibid.  cap.  6.  p.  456.  '  I      h  Id.  ibid.  cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  454. 

*  Id.  ihiJ.  p.  457.  J      •  See  Chap.  XX  oftbhworlc. 

8  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  p.  458.  |      *  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  a.  v.  204* 
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tribunals,  I  am  harafled  by  the  crowd  of  plaintiffs,  cr  the 
clamours  of  the  lawyers.  At  the  general  aflembly,  forae 
low  perfon,  fome  dirty  and  ill  dreffed  fellow,  has  the  infolence 
to  feat  himfelf  befide  me  k.  Our  orators  are  fold  to  this  peo- 
ple, who  every  day  commit  the  bulmefa  of  the  ftatc  to  the 
management  of  perfon?  whom  I  mould  be  forry  to  intruft 
with  my  private  affairs  !.  But  the  other  day,  when  a  gene- 
ral was  to  be  ele&ed,  I  rofe,  recounted  the  pofts  I  had  filled 
in  the  army,  and  mowed  my  wounds,  yet  the  choice  fell  up- 
on a  man  without  either  experience  or  abilities  m.  Thefeus, 
by  eflabliflnng  equality,  was  the  author  of  all  thefe  mifchiefs. 
Homer  had  more  reafon  when  he  fa  id,  Nothing  is  fo  danger- 
ous as  to  have  many,  chiefs.  Pronouncing  thefe  words,  he 
difdainfully  pufhed  aiide  every  body  he  found  in  his  way, 
fcarcely  deigning  to  falute  any  one  j  and  if  he  permitted  any 
of  his  clients  to  accoft  him,  it  was  only  loudly  to  make  a 
boaft  of  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  him  n. 

At  this  flaoment,  one  of  his  friends  approaching  him, 
"Well,  cried  he,  will  the  public  ft  ill  continue  to  fay  that  I  am 
furly,  morofe,  and  ill-tempered  ?  I  have  juft  gained  my  caufe, 
unanimously  it  is  true  j  but,  would  you  believe  it,  my  lawyer, 
in  his  pleadings,  omitted  the  ftrongefi  arguments  m  my  be- 
half? My  wife  yefterday  brought  me  a  fon,  and  I  am  con- 
gratulated on  the  event,  as  if  this  increafe  of  my  family  was 
not  a  real  diminution  of  my  eftate.  One  of  my  friends,  after 
the  warmeft  folicitations,  confents  to  let  me  have  one  of  his 
flaves.  I  refer  the  purchafe-nioney  to  himfelf.  What  do 
you  think  he  does  ?  He  gives  him  to  me  at  a  price  greatly  be- 
low that  I  expected  to  pay.  Undoubtedly  this  flave  mud 
bare  fome  hidden  defeft  °.  I  know  not  what  fecret  poifon  is 
perpetually  mixing  with  my  happinefs. 


•  k  Tbcophr.  Chara&.  cap.  26.  |      n  Theophr.  Chared,  cap.  34. 

1  Ifocr.  dc  Pac.  t.  i.  p.  388.  |      °  Id.  ibid.  cap.  17. 

m  Xcnoph.  Mcxnor.  lib.  3.  p.  765. 
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I  left  this  man  to  bewail  his  misfortunes!  and  mixed  with 
the  different  circles  I  faw  around  the  place.  They  were  com- 
pofed  of  perfons  of  all  ages  and  conditions,  and  protected 
from  the  heat  of  the  fun*  by  awnings. 

I  fat  down  by  a  rich  Athenian,  called  Philander.  His  pa- 
rade Crito  was  endeavouring  to  fecure  his  favour  by  extra- 
vagant flattery,  and  to  entertain* him  by  cenforious  ridicule 
and  flander.  He  impofed  iilence ;  he  applauded  with  tran- 
fport,  whenever  Philander  opened  his  lips,  and  applied  the 
fkirt  of  his  robe  to  his  mouth,  as  if  to  fupprefs  his  laughter 
at  every  infipid  jeft  that  efcaped  Philander.  Only  obferve, 
faid  he  to  him,  how  all  eyes  are  fixed  on  you.  Yeflerday  in 
the  portico  I  thought*  they  never  would  have  ended  praifing 
you  ;  the  queflion  was,  who  was  the  mod  honed  man  in 
Athens  ;  though  we  were  more  than  thirty  in  company,  every 
voice  declared  loudly  in  your  favour  p.  That  man  I  fee  there, 
faid  Philander,  clad  in  that  elegant  robe,  and  followed  by 
tVree  ilaves,  is,  if  I  miflake  not,  Apollodorus,  fon  of  Pafion, 
the  rich  banker.  The  very  fame,  replied  the  parafite.  His 
cftentation  is  infuffcrable  ;  he  forgets  that  his  father  was  a 
(lave  q.  And  who  is  that  other,  refumed  Philander,  who  is 
walking  befide  him,  and  who  holds  his  head  fo  high  ?  His 
father. firft  went  by  the  name  of  Sofia,  faid  Crito,  and  as  he 
had  been  in  the  army,  affumed  that  of  Sofillratus  r  *.  He  was 
afterwards  enrolled  in  the  regifter  of  citizens.  His  mother 
is  a  Thracian,  and  no  doubt  of  an  illuftrious  origin ;  for  #ie 
women  .who  come  from  that  remote  country  have  as  valid 
claims  to  birth  as  to  facility  of  manners.  The  fon  is  a  knave  j 
not  quite  fo  much  fo  however  as  Hermogenes,  Corax,  and 
Theifites,  who  are  talking  together  a  few  yards  from  us. 
The  firft  is  fo  great  a  mifer,  that  his  wife  can  only  get  cold 
water  to  bathe  in,  even  in  winter ' ;  the  fecond  fo  capricious, 

P  Id.  ibid.  cap.  a.  I  fiftratus  that  of  a  free  man.     Xrt*rw 

*  Deraofth.  pro  Phorm.  p.  965.  |  (Stratu)  fignifietan  army. 
r  Theophr.  Charac*.  cap.  a8.  s  Id.  ibid. 
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as  to  aflume  twenty  different  characters  in  the  fame  day ;  and 
the  third  fo  vain,  that  he  Hands  fingle  in  the  praifes  he  be- 
flows  on  himfelf,  and  is  without  a  rival  in  the  love  he  has  far 
his  own  perfon. 

Whilft  I  was  turning  round  to  look  at  a  party  cf  dice,  a 
man  came  up  to  me  with  an  anxious  air.  Have  you  heard 
the  news  ?  faid  he.  No,  anfwered  I. — What !  do  you  know 
nothing  of  it  ?  I  am  delighted  to  hear  it.  I  have  it  from  Ni- 
ce rates,  who  is  juft  arrived  from  Macedon.  King  Philip  is 
beaten  by  the  Illyrians  ;  he  is  taken  prifoner ;  he  is  dead— 
Indeed  !  is  it  poflible  ? — Nothing  is  more  ctrtain.  I  have 
this  inftant  met  two  of  our  archons  ;  I  faw  joy  painted  in 
their  faces.  But  do  not  fay  a  word  of  it  to  any  creature ; 
and,  above  all,  take  care  not  to  name  me  as  your  author. 
Having  faid  this,  he  immediately  left  me  to  communicate  his 
fecret  to  every  perfon  he  met*. 

That  man  paffes  his  whole  life  in  forging  news,  faid  .a  fat 
Athenian  who  was  fitting  by  me.  He  attends  to  nothing  but 
what  does  not  concern  him.  As  for  me,  my  domeftic  affairs 
find  me  fufficient  employment.  I  have  a  wife  whom  I  am 
very  fond  of ;  upon  which  he  immediately  gave  me  a  long 
eulogium  on  his  wife  u.  Yefterday  I  was  not  able  to  fup 
with  her,  having  received  an  invitation  from  a  friead ;  and 
be  now  launched  out  into  a  minute  description  of  the  enter* 
tainment.  I  got  home,  however,  continued  he,  not  diflatis- 
fied ;  but  I  had  a  dream  that  gives  me  a  good  deal  of  un- 
eafinefs  ;  and  he  then  proceeded  to  tell  me  all  his  dream :  he 
afterward  obferved  that  the  city  fwarmed  with  foreigners  ; 
that  the  men  of  the  prefent  generation  were  not  like  thofe  of 
former  days  j  that  provifions  were  very  cheap  ;  that  we  might 
hope  for  a  good  crop,  if  we  had  a  few  mowers ;  and,  after 
aiking  me  what  was  the  day  of  the  month x,  rofe  to.  go  to 
fupper  with  his  wife. 

1     v    '   m 

c  Id.  ibid.  cap.  8.  |   z  Id.  ibid. 
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Blefs  me  !  faid  an  Athenian  who  came  up  at  the  moment, 
mad  whom  I  bad  long  been  looking  for,  how  can  yon  have 
the  patience  to  liften  to  that  tirefome  mortal  !  Why  did  not 
you  follow  the  example  of  Ariftotle  ?  A  great  talker  had 
got  hold  of  him,  and,  after  wearying  him  with  ftrange  (lories, 
What  \  faid  he  to  him,  are  you  not  aftonifhed  ?  What  afto- 
nifhes  me,  anfwered  Ariftotle,  is,  that  any  man  fliould  ufe 
his  ears  to  liften  to  you,  when  he  cap  ufe  his  legs  to  efcape 
from  you 7.  I  now  told  him  that  I  had  fomething  to  com- 
municate to  him,  which  I  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining. But  he  interrupted  me  at  every  word.  Yes,  fcsf 
I  know  what  you  mean  j  I  could  give  you  a  complete  account 
of  the  whole  affair  y  go  on,  do  not  omit  a  iingle  circumftance  $ 
very  well ;  now  you  have  it  \  that  is  the  very  thing  ;  you  fee 
hOjW  neceffary  it  was  to  talk  it  over.  At  length  I  was  obliged 
to  tell  him,  'that  he  broke  in  upon  my  narrative.  I  know  itf 
replied  he  ;  but  I  have  a  wonderful  defire  of  talking.  J  ana 
not  like  the  man,  however,  who  has  jufl  quitted  you.  He 
fpeaks  without  reflection,  a  reproach,  I  think,  which  can- 
not be  thrown  on  me ;  witnefs  the  fpeech  I  made  lately  at 
the  aflembly  :  you  were  not  there  ;  I'll  tell  you  what  it  was. 
At  thefe  words  I  attempted  to  profit  by  the  advice  of  Arifto- 
tle; but  he  Hill  followed  me,  continually  talking  and  de- 
claiming z. 

I  pufhed  forward  into  the  midft  of  a  company  aflembled 
round  a  foothfayer,  who  was  complaining  of  the  incredulity 
of  the  Athenians.  He  exclaimed,  When  I  talk  to  you  of 
divine  fubjefts,  and  unveil  futurity  to  you  in  the  general  af- 
fembly,  you  laugh  at  me  as  if  I  were  a  madman,  yet  events 
have  always  justified  my  prcdifttons.  But  you  are  envious 
of  thofe  who  poffefs  knowledge  fuperior  to  your  own  a. 

*He  was  going  to  proceed,  when  we  faw  Diogenes  appear, 
who  had  juft  arrived  from  Lacedaemon.     Whence  come  you  ? 

y  Plut.  dc  Carrul.  t.  ii.  p.  5*3.  |      a  Plat,  in  Eutyphr.  t.  i.  p.  3. 

*  Thcophr.  Chara&.  cap.  7.  |  3 
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laid  feme  perfon  te  him.  From  the  apartment  of  the  men  tp 
that  of  the  women,  anfwered  he  b.  Were  there  many  people 
at  the  Olympic  games  ?  inquired  another. — A  great  number 
of  fpe&ators,  but  very  few  men  c.  Thefe  anfwers  were  ap- 
plauded ;  and  drew  together  a  crowd  of  Athenians,  who  en- 
deavoured to  provoke  him  to  repartees.  Why,  faid  onef  do 
jou  eat  in  the  market  ?  Becaufe  I  am  hungry  in  the  market, 
replied  hed.  Another  put  this  queftion  to  him.  How  can  I 
revenge  myfelf  of  my  enemy? — By  .becoming  more  virtu- 
ous c.  Diogenes,  faid  a  third,  the  world  fathers  many  ridi- 
culous (lories  on  you. — But  J  adopt  none  f.  A  foreigner, 
born  at  Myodus,  wiflied  to  know  what  he  thought  of  that 
town.  I  advifed  the  inhabitants,  anfwered  he,  to  (hut  their 
gates,  that  the  city  might  not  run  out  at  them  *.  It  is  to  be 
obferved  that  this  city,  whichis  very  fmall,  has  remarkably 
large  gates.  Crito  the  paralite,  now  mounting  on  a  chair, 
afked  him  why  the  public  had  given  him  the  name  of  Dog. 
Becaufe,  anfwered  he,  I  carefe  thofe  who  give  me  neceflarics, 
bark  at  thofe  who  refufe  me,  and  bite  the  mifchievous  h.  And 
what,  refumed  the  parafite,  is  the  mod  dangerous  animal  ?— 
Among  wild  animals,  the  flandcrtr  j  among  tame  ones,  the 
flatterer  '. 

At  thefe  words  every  one  burft  into  a  laugh  ;  the  parafite 
v:ent  off,  and  the  attacks  continued  with  redoubled  warmth* 
Diogenes,*  what  couutryman  are  you  ?  faid  fome  one.  I  am 
a  citizen  of  the  world,  anfwered  he  k.  No,  no,  replied  an- 
other, he  is  of  Sinope  ;*  the  inhabitants  condemned  him  to 
leave  their  city.  And  I  have  condemned  them  to  remain  in 
it,  replied  he  [.  A  hand  fome  young  man  advancing,  made 
ufe  of  an  ex  predion  fo  indecent  as  to  bring  a  blufh  into  the 
cheeks  of  one  of  his  friends  of  the  fame  age ;  upon  which 


b  Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  6.  §  59. 
c  Id.  ibid.  $  6c. 
d  Id.  ibid.  }  58.' 
*  Plut.  dc  Aud.  Po«t.  t.  ii.  p. 
f  Diog.  Lacrt.  lib.  6.  §  54. 
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Diogenes  fays  to  the  latter :  Courage,  my  boy ;  thofe  are 
the  colours  of  virtue™.  And  turning  to  the  former,  Are 
you  not  afliamed,  faid  he,  to  draw  a  leaden  blade  from  oat  an 
ivory  (heath  n  ?  The  young  man  in  a  rage  gave  him  a  blow- 
on  the  ear.  Be  it  fo,  refumed  he,  without  the  fmalleft  emo- 
tion *,  you  teach  me  at  lead. one  thing,  which  is  that  I  want  a 
helmet  °.  What  advantage,  faid  fome  one  to  him  immediate. 
ly,  have  you  derived  from  your  pbilofophy  ?  Why,  do  not 
you  fee  f*  faid  he  ;  to  be  prepared  for  every  event p." 

At  this  moment  Diogenes,  who  would  not  flir  from  his 
pface,  received  on  his  head  fome  water  which  fell  from  the 
top  of  a  houfe.  Some  of  the  company  Teeming  to  pity  him, 
Plato,  who  was  accidentally  pafiing,  faid  to  them,  If  yon 
wifti  your  pity  to  be  ufeful  to  him,,  appear  not  to  fee  him  *• 

I  one  day  found,  in  the  portico  of  Jupiter,  fome  Atheni- 
ans engaged  in  philofophical  difcuffions.  No,  forrowfully  ex- 
claimed an  old  difciple  of  Heraclitus,  I  can  never  contem- 
plate nature  without  a  fecret  horror.  All  living  creatures  are 
only  in  a  ftate  of  war  or  ruin  ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  air,  the 
waters,  and  the  earth,  are  endowed  with  force  or  cunning  on- 
ly for  the  purpofe  of  mutual  perfecution  and  deftrudion :  I 
myfelf  murder  and  devour  the  animal  which  I  have  fed  with 
my  own  hands,  until  I  {hall  be  devoured  in  my  turn  by  vile 
infefts. 

I  fix  my  attention  on  more  pleaiing  objects,  replied  a  young 
follower  of  Democritus.  The  flow  and  ebb  of  generations 
afflicts  me  no  more  than  the  periodical  fucceulon  of  the  waves 
of  the  ocean,  or  of  the  leaves  of  trees  r.  What  matters  it 
that  fuch  and  fuch  individuals  appear  or  difappear?  The  earth 
is  a  theatre  changing  its  fcenery  every  moment.  Is  it  not 
annually  clothed  with  new  flowers  and  new  fruits?  The  atoms 


id.  ibid.  $54.  I     *  Id.  ibid.  §41. 
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of  which  I  am  compofed  will  one  day  reunite  after  their  repa- 
ration, and  1  (hall  revive  in  another  form  *• 

Alas !  faid  a  third,  the  degree  of  love  or  hatred,  of  joy  or 
grief,  with  which  we  are  affe&ed,  has  but  too  much  influence 
en  our  judgments r.  When  fick,  I  fee  nothing  in  nature  but 
a  fyftem  of  deftru&ion  ;  but  when  in  health,  I  behold  only  a 
fyftem  of  reproduction. 

It  is  in  reality  both,  obferved  a  fourth  ;  Vhen  the  univerfe 
emerged  from  chaos,  intelligent  beings  had  reafon  to  flatter 
themfelves  that  the  fupreme  Wifdom  would  deign  to  unveil 
to  them  the  motive  of  their  exiftence  ;  but  this  fecret  he  re* 
ferved  to  himfelf  alone,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  fecond 
eaufes,  prouqunced  only  thefe  two  words  :  Deftroy  y  Repro- 
duce u :  words  which  have  for  ever  fixed  the  deftiny  of  the 
world. 

I  know  not,  refumed  the  firft,  whether  it  be  for  their  di- 
verfion,  or  with  a  ferious  defign,  that  the  gods  have  formed 
us*  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  it  is  the  greatcft  of  misfortunes 
to  be  born,  and  the  g  re  ate  ft  happinefs  to  die  y.  Life,  faid 
Pindar,  is  but  the  dream  of  a  fhadow  a  ;  a  fublime  image* 
and  which  paints  with  a  (ingle  ftroke  all  the  nothingnefs  of 
man.  Life,  faid  Socrates,  mould  only  be  meditation  on  death  a  ; 
a  Angular  paradox,  to  fuppofe  that  we  are  compelled  to  live 
only  to  learn  to  die. 

Man  is  born,  lives,  and  dies  in  the  fame  inftant ;  and  in 
that  inftant  fo  fugitive,  what  a  complication  of  fufferings  ! 
His  entrance  into  life  is  proclaimed  by  cries  and  tears  ;  in  in- 
fancy and  adoiefcence  come  mafterj5  to  tyrannize  over  him,  and 
duties  which  exhauft   his   ftrength  b  ;  next  follows   a  terrific 


•  Plia.  Hid.  Nat.  lib.  7.  cap.  $$.  t.  i. 
p.  411.     Bruck.  Hift.  Phiiof.t.   i.    p. 

1 195. 

<  Ariftot.  de  Rhct.  lib.   X  cap.  ft.  t. 
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Ba-cv  vl  et  alii  ap.  Stob.  fcrm.  96.  p. 
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fucceffion  of  arduous  labours,  overwhelming  cares,  bitter  af- 
flictions, and  conflicts  of  every  kind  ;  and  all  this  is  termi- 
nated by  an  old  age  which  renders  him  an  object  of  contempt, 
and  a  tomb  that  configns  him  to  oblivion. 

You  have  but  to  ftudy  him.  His  virtues  are  only  the  bar- 
ter for  his  vices  ;  if  he  refrains  from  one,  it  is  only  to  obey  the 
other  c.  If  he  avails  not  himfelf  of  his  experience,  he  is  a 
child  beginning  every  day  to  live  ;  if  he  makes  ufe  of  it,  he 
is  an  old  man  who  has  lived  only  too  long. 

He  pofleffed  two  fignal  advantages  over  other  animals,  fore- 
fight  and  hope.  What  has  Nature  done  ?  She  has  cruelly  cm- 
poifoned  them  with  fear. 

What  a  void  in  every  thing  he  does  !  What  varieties  and 
incongruities  in  all  his  propenfities  and  proje&s  !  I  would. a(k 
you  ;  what  is  man  ? 

I  will  tell  you,  an  f we  red  a  giddy  youth  who  entered  at  the 
i&oment.  Then  drawing  from  under  his  robe  a  little  figure 
of  wood  or  pafteboard,  of  which  the  limbs  might  be  moved 
by  certain  firings  that  he  ft  retched  and  relaxed  at  pleafure  d  ; 
Thefe  threads,  faid  he,  are  the  paffions,  which  hurry  us  fome- 
times  to  the  one  fide,  and  fometimes  to  the  other  d.  This  is 
all  I^know  of  the  matter ;  and  having  fo  faid,  he  immediately 
waljked  away. 

Our  life,  faid  a  difciple  of  Plato,  is  at  once  a  comedy  and 
tragedy  j  in  the- former  poiat  of  view  it  can  have  no  other 
plot  than  our  folly,  nor  in  the  latter  any  cataftrophebut  death  ; 
and  as  it  partakes  of.  the  nature  of  both  thefe  dramas,  it  Is 
interfperfed  with  pleafures  and  with  pains  f . 

The  eonverfation  was  perpetually  varying.  One  denied  the 
exiftence  of  motion  ;  another  that  of  the  objects  by  which  we 
appear  fijrrounded.  Every  thing  external,  faid  they,  i*  only 
deceit  and  falfehood  ;  every  thing  internal,  only  error  and  il- 
lufion.    Our  fenfes,  our  paffions,  and  reafon,  lead  us  aftray  ; 


c  Plat,  in  Phsedon.  t.  i.  p.  69.  - 

d  Herodot.  lib.  2.  cap.  48.  lib.  dc 

&iind.  ap.  Ariftot.  cap.  6.  t.  i.  p.  611. 

JLucian.  dc  Dca  Syr.„c*p.  16.  t.  iii.  p. 


463.  Apul.  de  Mund.  &c. 
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fciences,  or  rather  idle  opinions,  force  us  from  the  repofe  of 
ignorance,  to  abandon  us  to  all  the  torntent  of  incertitude ; 
and  the  pleafures  of  the  mind  have  contrails  a  thoufand  times 
more  painful  than  thofe  of  the  fenfes. 

I  ventured  to  fay  a  word  on  the  fubjeft.  Men,  faid  I, 
are  becoming  more  and  more  enlightened.  May  we  not  pre- 
fume  that,  after  exhaufting  all  their  errors,  they  will  at  lengtU 
difcover  the  fecret  of  thofe  myfteries  which  occafiori  them 
fuch  anxiety  ?  And  do  you  know  what  happens  then  ?  an- 
fwered  feme  one.  When  this  fecret  is  on  the  point  of  being 
difcovered,  nature  is  fuddenly  attacked  by  fome  dreadful  dif- 
eafe*.  A  deluge  or  a  conflagration  deftroys  the  nations, 
with  all  the  monuments  of  their  intelligence  and  vanity. 
Thefe  fearful  calamities  have  often  defolated  our  globe.  The 
torch  of  fcience  has  been  more  than  once  extinguifhed  and  re- 
kindled. At  each  revolution,  a  few  individuals,  Who  have 
efcaped  by  accident,  reunite  the  thread  of  generations  ;  and 
behold  a  new  race  of  wretches  laborioufly  employed  for  a  long 
feries  of  ages  iu  forming  themfelves  into  focieties,  making 
laws,  inventing  arts,  and  bringing  their  difcoverie>  to  per* 
fe&ion  h,  till  a  new  cataftrophe  fwallows  them  up  likewife  in 
the  gulf  of  oblivion  ! 

Unable  any  longer  to  fuftain  a  converfation  to  me  fo  extra- 
ordinary and  novel,  I  precipitately  left  the  portico,  arid,  with- 
out knowing  whither  I  directed  my  fteps,  prefently  found 
myfelf  on  the  banks  of  the  Hi  flu  s.  My  mind  was  violently 
agitated  with  the  mod  melancholy  •  and  afflicting  reflections. 
Was  it  to  acquire  fuch  odious  knowledge,  then,  that  I  had 
quitted  my  country  and  relations  !  And  do  all  the  efforts  'of 
human  underftanding  only  fcrve  to  flioW  us  that  we  are  the 
mod  miferable  of  beings  !  But  whence  happens  it  that  thefe 
beings  ex'ift  ;  whence  does  it  happen  that  they  peri  Hi  ?    What 


£  Id.  in  Tim.  t.  iii.  p.  2%.  Ariftoe. 
Meteor,  lib.  a.  cap.  14.  t.  i.  p.  548. 
Poljb.  lib.  k 6.  p.  453*    Hcraclit.  ap. 
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mean  thofe  periodical  changes  which  eternally  take  place  on 
the  theatre  of  the  world  ?  For  whom  is  this  dreadful  fpec- 
tacle  intended  ?  Is  it  for  the  gods,  who  have  no  need  of  it  ? 
Is  it  for  men,  who  are  its  vi&ims  ?  And  why  am  I  myfelf 
compelled  to  aft  a  part  on  this  ftage  ?  Why  was  I  drawn  from 
nonentity  without  my  knowledge,  and  rendered  wretched 
without  being  aiked  whether  I  confented  to  be  fo  ?  I  interro- 
gate the  heavens,  the  earth,  and  the  whole  univerfe.  What 
anfwer  can  they  give  ?  They  filently  execute  orders  without 
any  knowledge  of  their  rnotives.  I  queftion  the  fages :  cruel 
men  !  They  have  anfwered  me.  They  have  taught  me  to 
know  myfelf !  They  have  (tripped  me  of  all  the  claims  I 
had  to  my  own  eiieem !  Already  I  am  unjuft  towards  the 
gods,  and  ere  long  perhaps  I  fhall  be  barbarous  towards 
men  ! 

To  what  a  height  of  violence  and  enthufiafro  does  a  heated 
imagination  tranfport  us  !  At  a  fingle  glance,  I  had  run  over 
all  the  confequefices  of  thefe  fatal  opinions  ;  the  flighted  ap- 
pearances were  become  to  me  realities  ;  the  mod  groundlefs 
apprehenfions  were  converted  into  torments  :  my  ideas,  like 
frightful  phantoms,  maintained  a  conflict  in  my  mind  with 
the  violence  of  contending  waves  agitated  by  the  temped. 

In  the  midft  of  this  ftorm  of  warring  paflions,  I  had  thrown 
myfelf,  without  perceiving  it,  at  the  foot  of  a  plane  tree, 
under  which  Socrates  ufed  fametimes  to  converfe  with  his  dif- 
ciples  l.  The  recollection  of  this  wife  and  happy  man  ferved 
only  to  increafe  my  anxiety  and  delirium.  I  called  on  him 
aloud,  and  bathed  with  my  tears  the  fpot  where  he  had  once 
fitten,  when  I  difcovered  at  a  diftance  Phocus,  the  fon  of  Pho- 
cion,  and  Ctefippus,  the  fon  of  Chabrias  k,  accompanied  by 
fome  young  men  of  my  acquaintance.  I  had  barely  time  to 
recover  the  ufe  of  my  fenfes,  before  they  approached,  and  o- 
bliged  me  to  follow  them. 

i  plat.  >n  Phxdr,  t.  iii.p.  3*9. ,  k  Plut.  in  Phoc.  1. 1  p.  744  et  7*0. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


TRAVELS  IK  GREECE.  Tty 

We  went  to  the  forum,  where  we  were  fliown  epigrams 
and  fongs  againft  perfons  at  the  head  of  adminiftration  kt  and 
it  was  agreed  that  the  bed  government  was  that  of  Lacedse* 
mon m.  We  next  repaired  to  the  theatre,  where  new  pieces 
were  performing,  which  we  biffed n  j  jet  they  fucoeeded  * 
We  then  took  a  ride,  and,  after  bathing,  flipped,  on  our  re- 
turn, with  fome  finging  girls  and  female  flute-players  °.  I 
forgot  the  portico,  the  plane  tree,  and  Socrates,  and  refigned 
myfelf,  without  referve,  to  pleafnre  and  licentioufnefs.  Part 
of  the  night  we  fpent  in  drinking,  and  the  remainder  in  fcour- 
ing  the  ftreets,  to  infult  the  paffengcrs  p. 

When  I  awoke,  peace  reigned  in  my  foul,  and  I  eafily  dis- 
covered the  fource  6f  thofe  terrors  which  had  agitated  me  the 
preceding  day.  Not  yet  innured  to  the  uncertainties  of  fcience, 
my  fears  had  been  thofe  of  a  child  on  finding  himfelf  alone 
for  the  firft  time  in  the  dark.  From  this  moment  I  refolved 
to  acquire  fixed  ideas  on  the  opinions  difcuflcd  in  the  portico, 
to  frequent  the  library  of  one  of  my  Athenian  friends,  and 
avail  myfelf  of  that  opportunity  to  become  mailer  of  the  va- 
rious branches  of  Grecian  literature. 


CHAR    XXIX. 
Library  of  an  Athenian.— Chfs  of  Pbilofopby. 

Piststratus,  two  centuries  ago,  had  colleded  a  library,  o- 
pen  to  the  public,  which  was  carried  away  by  Xerxes  into 
Ferfia q.  In  my  time,  feveral  Athenians  had  collections  of 
books ;  the  mod  confiderable  was  the  library  of  Euclid,  who 
bad  received  it  from  his  anceftors  r,  and  who  deferved  to 
poffefs  it,  fince  he  undefftood  its  value. 


1  Id.  in  Pcricl.  t.  i.p.  170. 
m  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  4.  cap.  I. 
%,  ii.  p.  363* 
n  Dcmofth  dc  Falf.  Legat.  p.  346. 
0  Plat,  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p.  347* 


P  Dcmofth  iu  Conon  p.  ujo. 
Q  AuJ.  Gell.  lib.  6.  cap.  17. 
r  Atbcc.  lib.  1.  cap.  a.  p.  3*    Ou 
fanb.  ibid.  p.  6. 
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Oq  entering  this  library,  I  was  firuck  with  furprife  and 
.pleafure.  I  found  myftlf  in  the  midft  of  the  fined  geniufes 
of  Greece,  living  and  breathing  in  their  works,  with  which 
I  was  furrounded.  Even  their  filence  iocreafcd  my  refpeft. 
An  aflcmbly  of  the  fovereigns  of  all  the  nations  on  earth 
would  have  appeared  to  me  lefs  awful.  A  few  moments  af- 
ter, I  could  not  help  exclaiming,  Alas  !  how  much  know- 
ledge is  here,  which  is  denied  the  Scythians!  I  have  fince 
faid,  more  than  once,  how  much  knowledge  ufelefs  to  man  ! 

I  Jhall  not  here  fpeak  of  all  the  different  kinds  of  fub- 
flances  which  have  been  ufed  to  write  on.  The  (kins  of  flieep 
and  goats  *,  and  various  forts  of  linen  cloth,  were  fucceffively 
employed  ' ;  paper  has  fince  come  into  ufe,  made  from  the 
interior  filaments  of  the  (talk  of  a  plant  which  grows  in  the 
marines  of  Egypt,  or  amid  the  ft'agnant  waters  left  by  the 
Nile  after  its  inundation  u.  It  is  formed  into  rolls,  at  the 
extremity  of  which  is  fufpended  a  ticket,  containing  the  title 
of  the  book*  Each  roll  is  only  written  on  one  fide,  and,  to 
accommodate  the  reader,  is  divided  into  feveral  compartments 
or  pages  *. 

Copyifts  by  profeflion  x  pafs  their  lives  in  transcribing  the 
works  which  fall  into  their  hands  ;  and  other  individuals,  for 
the  fake  of  information,  take  this  trouble  on  themfelves.  De- 
mofihenes  told  me  one  day,  that,  in  order  to  form  his  flyle, 
he  had  eight  times  tranferibed  the  hiftory  of  Thucydides  with 
his  own  hand  y.  Copies  are  multiplied  by  this  means,  but 
are  feldom  very  common,  on  account  of  the  expence  f»  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  greatly  retards   the  progrefs  of  knowledge. 


5  Hcrodot.  lib.  j.  cap.  58. 

1  Plin.  lib.  13.  cap.  ii.  t.  i.  p.  689. 
Caylnt,  Rcc.  d'Antiq.  t.  v.  p.  76. 
'  u  Theophr.  Hiftor.  Plant,  lib.  4. 
cap.  9.  p.  413.  Plin.  ibid.  Mem. 
de  PAcad.  des  Bell.  JLeitr.  t.  xxvi.  p. 
376. 

*  Sec  the  manufcript*  of  Hercula- 
ncum. 


*  Poll.  lib.  7.  cap.  33.  §  all. 

y  Lucian.  adv.  Ind.  §  4- 1.  Ui.  p.ioa. 

f  After  the  death  of  SpeaGpput, 
Plato**  eifciple,  Ariftotle  bought  hit 
books,  which  were  few  ia  numbery 
and  paid  three  talentt,  or  16,100 
livrei  (675 1.)  for  them.  (Diogen. 
Laert.  in  Speuf.  lib*  4.  }  5.  AuL  Gell? 
lib.  3-  cap.  17). 
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A  book  becomes  (till  more  rare,  when  it  appears  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  treats  of  fubje&s  not  underftood  by  the  genera- 
lity of  readers.  I  have  known  Plato,  notwithftanding 4  the 
extenfive  correfpondence  he  had  in  Italy,  obtain  with  difficul- 
ty certain  philofophical  works  2f  and  pay  a  hundred  minas  *  for 
three  fmall  treatifes  by  Philolaus  *. 

The  Athenian  bookfellers  can  neither  take  the  fame  pains, 
nor  make  fimilar  advances.  Their  flock  generally  confifts  of 
books  of  mere  atnufement,  part  of  which  they  fend  to  the  adja-* 
cent  countries,  and  fometimes  even  to  the  Greek  colonies  on  the 
coaft  of  the  Euxine  b.  The  paffion  for  writing  is  perpetually . 
fnrnilhing  freih  articles  for  this  commerce.  The  Greeks  are 
verfed  in  every  fpecies  of  literature.  Of  this  we  (hall  be  able 
to  judge  from  the  account  I  am  about  to  give  of  the  library 
of  Euclid. 

I  (hall  begin  by  the  clafs  of  philofophy.  The  works  of 
this  clafs  date  no  higher  than  the  age  of  Solon,  who  flourifh- 
ed  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  Prior  to  that  pe- 
riod, the  Greeks  had  theologians,  but  no  philofophers.  Lit- 
tle anxious  to  ftudy  nature,  the  poets  colk&ed,  and  by  their 
works  gave  a  fancVipn  to  the  reigning  falfehoods  and  fuperfli* 
tions  of  the  people.  But,  in  the  time  of  this  legiflator,  and 
towards  the  50th  Olympiad  f,  an  aftonifhing  revolution  fud- 
denly  took  place  in  the  minds  of  men.  Thales  and  Pythago- 
ras laid  the  foundations  of  their  philofophy  ;  Cadmus  of  Mi- 
letus wrote  hi  (lory  in  profe  ;  Thefpis  fir  ft  gave  a  fettled  form 
to  tragedy ;  as  did  Sufarion  to  comedy. 

Thales  of  Miletus  in  Ionia,  one  of  the  (even  fages  of 
Greece,  was  born  in  the  fir  ft  year  of  the  35th  Olympiad  c  J. 
In  his  early  years,  he  filled  with  di  ft  in  61  ion  the  employments 
to  which  he  was  called  by  his   birth  and   wifdom.     A  thirfl 


*  Diog.  JLaert.  in  Archyr.  lib.  8.  § 

•  9000  livrcs  (37J 1.) 

a  Id.  in  Plat.  lib.  3;  $  o ;  lib.  8.  j 
$$.    Aul.  Gcll.  lib.  3.  cap.  1 7. 


b  Xenoph.  Exped.  Cyr.  1.  7.  p.  41a. 
f  Towards  the  year  580  before  J.C. 
c  Apollod.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  1.  $ 
38.  Corfin.  Fad.  Attic,  t.  iii.  p.  56. 
I  Towards  the  year  640  before  J.  Q. 
K  iiij 
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for  knowledge  fooo  incited  him  to  trayel  into  foreign  conn* 
tries-  On  his  return,  devoting  himfclf  ezclufivelj  to  the 
ftudy  of  nature,  he  aftoniflied  Greece  bj  prcdifting  a  folac 
eclipfe*  ;  and  inftru&ed  it,  by  communicating  the  knowledge 
of  geometry  and  aftronomy  which  he  had  acquired  in  Egypt  *• 
He  lived  independent,  enjoyed  his  reputation  in  peace,  and 
died  without  regret  *•  In  his  youth,  his  mother  prefled  hint 
to  marry,  tfnd  repeated  her  folicitations  feveral  years  after. 
The  firft  time  he  faid,  It  is  too  foon.  The  fecond  time,  It  is 
too  late  f. 

Many  of  his  replies  are  ft  ill  remembered,  which  I  (hall 
repeat,  as  they  may  give  an  idea  of  his  philofophy,  and  (how 
with  what  precifion  the  fages  of  that  age  endeavoured  to  an- 
fwer  the  queftions  propounded  to  them. 

What  is  it  that  is  mod  beautiful  ? — The  univerfe  ;  for  it 
ps  the  work  of  God— What  mod  immenfe  ?— Space ;  be- 
caufe  it  contains  every  thing,— What  moft  powerful  ?— Ne- 
ceility ;  becaufe  it  triumphs  over  all  things. -^-What  moil  dif- 
ficult ?— To  know  one's  ft  If — What  moft  eafy  ? — To  give  ad- 
vice.— What  moft  rare  ?— A  tyrant  who  arrives  at  old  age.— 
What  difference  is  there  between  living  and  dying  ? — Thejr 
are  equally  indifferent.— Why  do  you  rot  d-e,  then  ?-«-Becaufej 
they  are  equally  indifferent.— What  is  there  that  can  confole 
us  m  misfortune  ?— The  fight  of  an  enemy  more  wretched 
than  ourfelves.— What  method  mull  we  take  to  lead  an  irre* 
proachable  life  ?— Do  nothing  which  we  fhould  condemn  in 
others.— -What  is  nectfikry  to  happinefs  ? — A  found  body,  an 
eafy  fortune,  and  an  enlightened  mind  *,  &c.  &c. 

Nothing  it  fo  celebrated  as  the  name  of  Pythagoras,  no- 
thing fo  little  known  as  the  particulars   of  his  life  h.     It  ap- 


d  Hrrodot  lib.  1.  cap.  74.  C»C«r.de 
Pivin.  lib  1  c.  49.  t.  iii  p.  4*  flin. 
lib.  2.  <ap.  ia.  t.  i.  p.  78. 

e  Piojr.  Laert.  in  Thai.  lib.  T.  §  14 
ft  27.  Bail!) ,  hill,  dc  VA&ron.  Ace. 
p.  i$6  ct  439- 


*  Towards  the  year  548  before  T.C, 

'  Id.  ibid.  }  26. 

S  Id.  in  Thai  lib.  1.  §  33,  36,  &c, 

>>  Id.  ibid-  lib.  8.  t 1.  Fabric.  Bj» 
blioth.  Grace,  t.  I  p.  455^  Brack* 
HiAor.  Philof.  t.  i.  p.  994 
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pears,  that  in  his  youth  he  took  ^  ffons  from  Thales  and  Phc- 
recydes  of  Syros  ;  that  he  afterwards  refided  a  long  time  ia 
Egypt ;  and  that,  if  he  did  not  a&ually  vifit  the  kingdoms 
of  Upper  Afia,  he  had  at  lead  fome  knowledge  of  the  fciences 
cultivated  in  thofe  countries.  The  profundity  of  the  Egyp- 
tian myfteries,  the  deep  meditations  of  the  Cages  of  the  Eaft, 
were  as  well  adapted  to  inflame  his  ardent  imagination,  as  the 
auftere  mode  of  life  which  the  greater  part  of  them  had  em- 
braced was  congenial  with  his  firm  character. 

On  his  return,  finding  his  country  enflaved  by  a  tyrant  J<# 
he  went,  far  from  fervitude,  to  fettle  at  Crotona  in  Italy. 
This  city  was  then  in  a  deplorable  fi  mat  ion.  The  inhabi- 
tants, vanqui(hed  by  the  Locrians,  had  loft  aVl  fenfe  of  their  ' 
native  powers,  and  fought  no  other  refource  under  their  mis- 
fortunes than  in  the  excefs  of  pleafure.  Pythagoras  under* 
took  to  re-animate  their  courage,  by  infpiring  them  with 
their  ancient  virtues.  His  inftruclions  and  example  fo  haf- 
tened  the  progrefs  of  reformation,  that  the  Crotonian  women, 
excited  by  his  eloquence,  were  feen  to  dedicate  in  a  temple 
the  precious  ornaments  in  which  it  was  their  pride  to  deck 
them  fe  Ives  k. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  triumph,  he  endeavoured  to  render 
the  good  he  had  eflkfted  permanent,  by  educating  the  youth 
io  the  principles  to  which  he  owed  his  fuccefs.  Weil  know* 
ing,  that,  in  a  (late,  nothing  in fp ires  more  energy  than  wif- 
dom  of  manners,  nor  in  an  individual  than  perfect  felf-de- 
aial,  he  planned  a  fyftem  of  education,  which,  to  render  the 
mind  capable  of  receiving  truth,  taught  it  to  be  independ- 
ent of  the  fenfes.  Oa  this  occafion  was  it  that  he  founded 
that  celebrated  inftitution,  which  ltill  (lands  pre-eminent,  e- 
yea  in  thefe  later  times,  among  all  other  philofophical  feds1. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  and  in  extreme  old  age,  he 
had  the  affli&ion  to  fee  almoft  all  that  he  had  done  rendered 

r-    '  — ■ —  -    ■  "■  ■ 

i  Strab.  lib.  I4    p.  638.    Diogen.  I      k  Jnftin.  lib.  1©.  cap.  4. 
Lacrr,  lib,  8.  $  3.  |     l  Piai.  de  Rep.  lib.  10.  t*  ii.  p.  600. 
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of  no  effect,  by  the  jealouf/of  the  leading  citizens  of  Cro- 
tbna.  Obli&'d  to  take  to  flight,  he  wandered  from  town  to 
town  n,  until  the  moment  when  death,  terminating  his  mis- 
fortunes, reduced  envy  to  filence,  'and  procured  honours  to 
his  memory,  which  were  carried  to  an  extravagant  length 
from  the  remembrance  of  the  persecution  he  hid  fuffered. 

The  Ionian  fchool  owes  its  origin  to  Thales  ;  the  Italian 
to  Pythagoras  :  both  of  thefe  fchools  have  given  birth  to  o- 
thers,  which  have  all  of  them  produced  'great  men.  Eu- 
clid, when  cofle&ing  their  productions,  had  been  attentive 
to  diftribute  them  relatively  to  the  different  fyftems  of  philo- 
sophy. * 

After  fome  treatifes,  falfely  perhaps  attributed  to  Thales  n, 
were  ranged  the  works  of  thofe  who  have  taught  his  doc- 
trine, and  were  fucceffively  at  the  head  of  his  fchool.  Thefe 
are  Anaximander  °,  Anaximenesp,  Anaxagoras,  who  fir  ft 
taught  philofophy  at  Athens  q  ;  and  Archelaus,  who  was  the 
matter  of  Socrates r.  Their  writings  treat  of  the  formation 
of  the  univerfe,  of  the  nature  of  things,  and  of  geometry  and 
aflronomy. 

The  following  treatifes  were  much  more  clofely  connected 
with  morals  ;  for  Socrates  and  his  difciples  bellowed  their  at- 
tention lefs  on  nature  in  general,  than  on  man  in  particular. 
Socrates  has  left  nothing  in  writing  but  a  hymn  in  honour  of 
Apollo,  and  fome  fables  of  JEQ>p9  which  he  put  into  verfe 
whilfi  he  was  in  prifon  *.  I  found  both  thefe  little  pieces, 
and  the  works  that  have  proceeded  from  his  fchool  in  the  lib- 
rary of  Euclid.  The  latter  are  almoft  all  in  the  form  of  dia- 
logues, in  which  Socrates  is'  the  principal  interlocutor,  it  be- 


m  Porph.  de  Vit.  Pyth.  p.  ji. 

n  Plut.  de  Orac.  t.  ii.  p.  403.  Dio- 
gvn.  Laert.  lib.  I.  $  23. 

0  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  a.  §  a.  Suid. 
in  *Ata^. 

P  Fabric.  B:blioth.   Grace,    t.  i.  p. 

S*  Ariftot  dc  Anim.  lib.  I.  cap.  a. 


t.  i.  p.  6zo.    Clem.  Alex.  Stromat.  lib, 

*•  P-  35 »- 

r  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  16. 
-    s  Plut.  de  Foft.  Alex.  t.  ii.  p.   31$. 
Cicer.  de  Orat.  lib.  3.  cap.  16.  t.  i.  p. 
294.  Plat,  in  Fhaedon.  t.  i.  p.  60.  Di- 
ogen*  Laert.  lib.  ». }  43. 
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ing  their  objeft  to  record ' his  converfations.  I  faw  the  dia- 
logues of  Plato ;  thofe  of  Alexamenes  prior  to  thofe  of  Pla- 
to1; thofe  of  Xenophon,  of  iEfchines  uf  of  Crito  x/ of  Si- 
mon *,  of  Glaucon  ■,  of  Simmias  af  of  Cebes  b,  of  Phsedon  % 
and  of  Euclid  d,  who  founded  the  fchool  of  Megara,  at  pre- 
fent  under  the  direction  of  Eubulides  his  difciple. 

The  Italian  fchool  has  produced  a  much  greater  number  of 
authors  than  the  Ionian  c.  Befides  fome  treatifes  afcribed  to 
Pythagoras,  and  which  do  not  appear  to  be  authentic  f,  Euclid 
was  in  pofleffion  of  almoft  all  the  writings  of  the  philofophers 
who  have  followed  or  modified  his  doctrine. 

Such  was  Empedocles  of  Agrigentum,  to  whom  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  great  city  offered  the  crown,  but  who  pre- 
ferred  the  glory  of  eftablifhing  among  them  an  equal  govern- 
ment *.  With  a  genius  comparable  even  to  that  of  Homer, 
he  lent  the  charms  of  poetry  to  the  mod  abftra&  fubjefts  \ 
and  acquired  fo  great  a  degree  of  celebrity  as  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  all  the  Greeks  affembled  at  the  Olympic  games  !. 
He  faid  to  the  Agrigentines  :  "  You  eagerly  purfue  pleafures 
as  if  you  were  to  die  to-morrow,  and  you  build  houfes  as  if 
you  were  to  live  for  ever  V* 

Such  again  were  Epicharmus,  a  man  of  wit,  like  mod  of 
the  Sicilians ',  who  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  king  Hiero, 
by  making  life  of  an  indecent  expreflion  in  prefence  of  the 
wife  of  that  prince  =5,  and  the  ill  will  of  theN  other  philo- 
fophers, by  revealing  the  fecret  of  their  dogmas  in  his  come- 


*  Ariftot.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  1 1,  cap.  15. 

P-  505. 

u  Diog.  Lacrt.  lit),  a.  $  6x.  Athcn. 
lib.  13.  p.  611. 

z  Id.  ibid.  $  III. 

y  Id.  ibid.  {  iaa. 

z  Id.  ibid.  J  124*      1 

*  Id.  ibid. 

b  Id.  ibid.  $  115. 

c  Id.  ibid.  §  105. 

d  Id.  ibid.  §  108. 

c  Jaubl:  Viti.  Pytbag.  p.  115. 

f  Hcracl.  ap.  Diogea.  Lacrt.  lib*  8. 


$  6.  Plut.  de  Fort.  Alex.  t.  i.  p.  318. 
JLucian.  pro.  Lapfu  in  Salut.  t.  i.  p. 
719.  Fabric.  Biblioth.  Grace,  t.  i.  p. 
460.    ' 

*  DiogeD.  Lacrt.  lib.*8.  §  7%.  A- 
riftot.  ap.  cumd.  $  63. 

fa  Ariftot.  ibid.  lib.  8. 

»  Diog.  Lacrt.  ibid.  j  < 

k  Id.  ibid.  §  63. 

1  Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  I.  cap.  8.  t.  ii. 
p.  138.  Id.  de  Ciar.  Orat,  cap.  ia. 
t.  i-  p.  345- 

»  PluC  Apophth.  t.  ii.  p.  Iff. 
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dies  n ;  Ocellus  of  Lucania,  Timacus  of  Locris,  authors  led 
fplendid  but  more  profound  and  more  correft  than  the  former  ; 
Archjtas  of  Tarentum,  celebrated  for  his  important  difcove- 
ries  in  mechanics0  ;  Philolaus  of  Crotona,  one  of  the  fir  (I  a* 
gnong  the  Greeks  who  made  the  earth  move  round  the  centre 
of  the  univerfep  ;  Eudoxus,  -whom  I  have  often  feen  at  Pla- 
to's, and  who  was  at  once  a  geometrician,  aftronomer,  phyfi- 
cian,  and  legiflator  * ;  not  to  mention  an  Ecphantus  an  Ale* 
mceon,  an  Hippafus,  and  a  multitude  of  others,  as  well  an* 
cient  as  modern,  who  lived  in  obfeurity,  and  have  become  ce- 
lebrated after  their  deaths. 

One  of  the  lhelves  particularly  attracted  my  attention  ;  it 
W>s  filled  with  a  feries  of  philofophical  books,  all  written  by 
women,  which  were  generally  in  favour  of  the  Pythogoreaa 
do&rine r.  I  there  found  the  Treatife  on  Wifdom  of  Peric- 
tione  %  a  work  abounding  in  perfpicuous  metapbyfics.  Euclid 
told  me  that  Ariftotle  held  it  in  high  eftimation,  and  intended 
to  borrow  fome  ideas  from  it  on  the  nature  of  exiftence  and 
its  accidents c. 

'  He  added,  that  the  Italian  fchool  had  diffufed  more  know* 
ledge  over  the  world  than  the  Ionian,  but  that  it  had  com* 
mitted  errors  from  which  its  rival  was  neceffarily  exempt. 
The  two  great  men,  in  faft,  who  founded  them,  ftamped  the 
feharafter,  of  their  genius  on  their  works.  Thales,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  profound  fenfe,  had  for  his  difciples  fages  who 
fiudicd  nature  in  the  fimpleft  manner.  His  fchool  at  length 
produced  Anaxagoras,  and  the  founded  theology ;  Socrates, 
and  the  pure  ft  morals*  Pythagoras,  perpetually  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  lively  imagination,  eftablifhed  a  fed  of  pious  en* 
thufiafts,  who  at  fir  ft  beheld  nothing  in  nature  but  harmonies 


n  JambJ.  Vita  Pythagor.  cap.  36.  p. 
axj. 

»  Diag.  Lam.  lib.  8.  J  83. 

P  Id.  ibid.  {  85. 

«  Id.  ibid.  p.  86. 

r  Jambl.  Vita  Pythag.  p.  a  18.  Fa- 
frrfc.  BiM.  Qrxc*  t.  i.  p.  3*4.   Mcnag. 


Hiflor.  Mul.  Pbilof. 

*  Stob.  de  Virt.  fcrm.  1.  p.  6.  Pho*. 
Bibliotb.  p.  373. 

c  Franc.  Patric.  Difcoff.  Peripatb. 
t.  ii.  lib.  *.  p.  197.  Am.  Cojlti,  U- 
luftr.  del  Parmcn.  p.  20. 
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and  proportions ;  but  paffing  from  one  fpccies  of  fi&ions  to 
another,  gave  birth  to  the  Eican  fchool,  and  the  moil  abftraft 
metaphyfics. 

The  philofophers  of  the  latter  fchool  may  be  divided  into 
two  clalTcs.  Some,  a  X!enophanes,  Parmcnides,  Mcliffus,  and 
Zeno,  confined  tbemfelves  to  metaphyfics;  while  others,  as 
Lencippus,  Democritus,  Protagoras*  fitc.  bellowed  their  chief 
attention  on  phyfics  u. 

The  Elean  fchool  owes  its  origu  to  Xenophanes,  of  Colo- 
phon in  Ionia  *.  Exiled  from  his  country,  whom  he  had  ce- 
lebrated by  his  verfes,  he  went  to  fettle  in  Sicily,  where  he 
could  find  no  means  to  maintain  his  family  but  by  finging  his 
poetry  in  public  x,  after  the  manner  of  the  firft  philofophers. 
He  condemned  all  games  of  chance,  and  fome  one  treating 
him  in  confequence  as  a  man  of  a  weak  mind,  and  full  of 
prejudices,  he  anfwered  :  "  I  am  indeed  the  weakeft  of  men 
refpeding  anions  at  which  I  could  not  but  blufh  V 

Parmenides,  his  difciple,  was  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and 
richeft  families  of  Elea  z.  He  beftowed  on  his  country  fo 
excellent  a  code  of  laws,  that  the  magiftrates  oblige  every 
citizen  annually  to  fwear  he,  will  obferve  them  *.  Difgufted, 
at  laft,  with  influence  and  authority,  he  refigned  himfelf 
wholly  to  philofophy,  and  palled  the  remainder  of  his  daya 
in  filence  and  meditation.  Moil  of  his  writings  are  in 
verfe  b. 

Zeno  of  Elea,  who  was  his  difciple,.  and  adopted  by  him  c. 
faw  a  tyrant  gradually  eftabliihing  himfelf  in  a  free  city,  con- 
fpired  again  ft  him,  and  died,  refuting  to  give  up  his  acorn- 
plices  d.  This  philofopher  loved  the  public  as  much  as  he  e- 
fleemed  himfelf.     His  foul,  fo  unihaken  in  the  hour  of  dan- 


Brock.   Hiftor.   Philof.   c  ii.    p. 


1X43. 

*  Born  about  the  year  556  before 
J.  C.  r Brock.  Hift.  Philof.  p.  1144). 

*  Diogea.  Laert.  lib.  9.  §  18. 

y  Plat  de  Vitiof.  Pud,  t.  ii  p.  530. 

*  Brack,  fifth  Phil.  t.  i.  p.  1 157. 


»  Plut.  adv.  Colot.  t.  ii.  p.  1117. 
Spcufipp.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  9.  §  28. 

b  Diogen.  Laert.  ibid.  §  22. 

c  id.  ibid,  ixk  Zen.  ibid.  $  25. 

d  Id.  ibid.  $  26.  Cicer.  Tufcul  lib. 
2.  cap.  22.  t.  ii.  p.  294.  Vat  Max. 
lib.  3.  tap.  3. 
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gerf  was  not  proof  againft  the  (hafts  of  calumny.  He  (aid, 
"  To  be  infenfible  to  the  evil  that  is  fpoken  of  me,  I  mud  be 
fo  like  wife  to  the  good  V 

Among  the  philofophers,  and  particularly  among  thofe  of 
the  Elean  fchool,  we  find  men  who  took  part  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  ftate,  fuch  as  Parmenides  and  Zeno  f.  We  fee 
others  who  have  commanded  armies.  Archytas  gained  feve- 
ral  advantages  at  the  head  of  the  Tarentine  troops  *.  Melif- 
fus,  a  fcholar  of  Parmenides,  vanquished  the  Athenians  in  a 
fea  fight h.  But  thefe  examples,  and  others  which  might  be 
mentioned,  by  no  means  prove  that  philofophy  is  calculated 
to  form  ftatefman  or  great  generals ;  they  only  fhow  that  a- 
ftatefman  or  great  general  may  cultivate  philofophy. 

Leucippus  deviated  from  the  principles  of  his  matter  Ze- 
no ',  and  communicated  his  own  to  Democritus  of  Abdera  in 
Thrace. 

The  latter  was  born  in  opulence  k  j  but  he  referved  only  a 
part  of  his  fortune,  to  travel,  afjer  the  example  of  Pythago- 
ras, among  the  nations  whom  the  Greeks  treated  as  barba- 
rians, but  who  were  in  fz&  the  guardians  of  the  fcicnces.  On 
his  return,  one  of  his  brothers,  who  had  enriched  himfelf  by 
\vhat  he  had  abandoned,  provided  for  his  wants,  which  were 
confined  to  mere  neceflaries  ;  and  to  ward*  off  the  operation  of 
a.  law  which  denied  fepulture  to  the  citizen  convi&ed  of  hav- 
ing diffipated  the  inheritance  of  his  fathers,  Democritus  read 
to  an  aflembly  of  the  inhabitants  of  Abdera,  a  work  which 
completely  gained  their  efteem  and  admiration  '.  He  paffed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  profound  retirement ;  fortunate 
in  poffeffing  an  ardent  paffion,  which  it  was  always  in  his 
power  to  gratify,  that  of  edifying  himfelf  by  his  meditations, 
and  others  by  his  writings.   v 


e  Id.  ibid.  $  29. 
f  Id.  in  Farm,  ct  Zen. 
t  JEMan.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  7.  cap.  14. 
Ariftox.  ap.  Diogcn.  Laert.  1.  8.  $  82. 
fr  Id  Arid.  Plot,  in  Per.  t.  i.  p.  i66j 


et  adv.  Colot.  t.  ii.  p.  1 126. 

i  Brock.  Hift,  Philof.  t.  i.  p.  II 71. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  11 7  7.'  Diog.  Laert* 
lib.  9.  {  36. 

1  Piogcn.  Laert.  lib.  9.  {  39. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  1 59 

Protagoras™,  born  of  poor  parents,  and  employed  in  fer- 
vile  occupations,  was  difcovered  and  brought  up  by  Demo- 
critus,  who  directed  and  expanded  his  genius.  This  is  the 
fame  Protagoras  who  became  one  of  the  moil  illuftrious  fo- 
phifls  of  Athens,  in  which  city  he  took  up  his  refidence.  He 
compiled  Jaws  for  the  Thurians  in  Italy  n,  wrote  on  philo- 
sophy, was  accufed  of  atheifm,  and  banifhed  Attica.  His 
works  were  rigoroufly  fought  after  in  private  houfes,  and 
burnt  in  the  market  place  °. 

I  know  not  whether  we  fliould  attribute  to  the  circum- 
ilances  of  the  times,  or  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  a  cer- 
tain Angularity  which  I  have  frequently  obferved  with  admi- 
ration. No  fooner  does  a  man  of  abilities  and  genius  make 
liis  appearance  in  a  city,  than  other  men  of  genius  emerge 
from  obfeurity,  who,  but  for  him,  might  poflibly  never  have 
been  able  to  difplay  themfelves.  .  Cadmus  and  Thales  in  Mi- 
letus, Pythagoras  in  Italy,  Parmenides  in  the  city  of  Elea, 
TEfchylus  and  Socrates  in  Athens,  have  created,  if  I  may  fo 
fpeak,  in  thefe  different  countries,  generatiohs  of  emulous 
minds,  eager  to  equal  or  furpafs  their  models.  Even  Abde- 
ra,  that  little  town,  heretofore  fo  celebrated  for  the  fiupidity 
of  its  inhabitants  p,  had  fcarcely  produced  Democritus  before 
Protagoras  appeared  ;  and  he  again  will  be  fucceeded  by 
a  citizen  of  the  fame  place,  by  Anaxarchus,  who  has  al- 
ready given  thonntflt  unequivocal  prcfages  of  future  excel- 
lence q. 

Among  the  authors  who  have  written  on  philofophy,  I 
mull  not  omit  the  dark  Heraclitus  of  Ephefus  ;  for  he  has 
merited  this  epithet  by  the  obfeurity  of  his  flyle r.  This 
man,  of  the  moil  gloomy  character  and  intolerable  pride,  be- 


m  Brock.  Hift.  Philof.  t.  i<  p.  iaco. 
n  Heracl.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  9. 

0  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  9.  f  51.  Ci- 
cer.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  1.  cap.  33.  p. 
4 1 6.     Suid.  in  IIf«.  my. 

P  Ciccr.  ibid.  cap.  45.  t.  ii.  p.  433. 


Juvcn.  Sat.  10.  ▼.  50. 

4  Diogcn.  Laert.  in  Anaxarch.  lib. 
9-  J  58. 

r  Cicer.  de  Finib.  lib.  a.  cap.  5; 
Senec.  Epift.  xa.  Clem.  Alex.  Strom, 
lib.  5.  p.  676, 
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gan  by  acknowledging  that  he  knew  nothing,  and  ended  by 
"declaring  that  he  knew  every  thing  •.  The  Ephefians  wUhed 
to  place  him  at  the  head  of  their  republic,  which  he  refufed, 
being  offended  at  their  having  exiled  his  friend  Hermodorus*. 
They  afked  him  for  a  code  of  laws.  He  anfwered,  that  they 
were  too  corrupt  u.  Having  rendered  himfelf  univerfally  o- 
dious,  he  quitted  Ephefus,  and  retired  into  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  feeding  only  on  wild  herbs,  and  deriving  no  o» 
ther  fatisfaclion  from  his  meditations  than  what  arofejrom 
his  increafed  hatred  of  mankind.  "*v 

Socrates  having  finiflied  reading  a  work  of  Heraclitus,  faid 
to  Euripides  who  lent  it  him,  u  What  I  underftood  of  it  is 
excellent ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  remainder  is  fo  likewife : 
but  you  rift:  drowning  yourfelf  in  it,  if  you  are  not  as  fkilful 
is  a  Delian  diver  x." 

The  works  of  thefe  celebrated  writers  were  accompanied 
by  many  others,  the  authors  of  which  are  lefs  generally 
known.  Whilft  I  was  congratulating  Euclid  on  poffeffing  fo 
valuable  a  colle&ion,  1  faw  a  man,  venerable  from  his  coun- 
tenance, his  age,  and  deportment,  enter  the  library.  His  hair 
flowed  upon  his  moulders,  and  his  brow  was  bound  with  a 
diadem  and  a  crown  of  myrtle.  This  was  Callias  the  Hiero- 
pharit,  or  high  prieft  of  Ceres,  the  intimate  friend  of  Euclid, 
<who  was  fo  attentive  as  to  introduce  me  to  him,  and  pre- 
poffefs  him  in  my  favour.  After  fome  moments  converfation, 
I  returned  to  my  books,  examining  them  with  an  eagernefs 
which  did  not  efcape  CaPias.  He  aiked  me  whether  it  would 
give  me  pleafure  to  acquire  fome  idea  of  the  do&rines  they 
contained.  I  will  anfwer  you,  faid  I  with  vivacity,  as  one  of 
my  anceftors  formerly  did  Solon  *  :  **  I  have  quitted  Scythia, 
I  have  traverfed  immenfe  countries,  and  braved  the  tempefts 
of  the  Euxine  fea,  only  to  come  and  feek  inftru&ion  among 


*  Diogtn.  Laert.  lib.  9.  $  5. 

*  Id.  ibt^.  §  a  et  6. 
"  Id.  ibid.  $  ». 

*  14.  U)  SOW,  lib.  3*  §  %%•     M.  fe 
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you"."  My  refolution  is  taken,  I  will  never  leave  this  place: 
I  am  going  to  devour  the  Writings  of  your  fages  ;  for,  from 
their  labours,  we  mufft  undoubtedly  learn  fuldime  truths  ef- 
fential  to  the  happinefs  of  man.  Callias  fmiled  at  my  deter- 
mination, perhaps  With  a  mixture  of  compaffion  :  we  flfall  fee 
by  the  following  difcourfe. 


CHAP.     XXX. 

CONTINUATION  OF  THE  PRECEDING*  CHAPTER. 
Difcourfe  of  the  High  Prtefi  of  Ceres  on  Firjl  Cavfes. 

I  once  dreamed,  faid  Callias,  that  I  was  fuddenly  tranfporN 
cd  into  an  high  road,  in  the  midft  of  an  immenfe  multitude, 
compofed  of  perfons  of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions.     We 
prefled  forward  with  rapid  fteps,  each  with  a  bandage  over 
his  eyes ;  fome  uttering  fhouts  of  joy,  but  the  greater  part 
oppreffed  with  chagrin  and  liftleffiiefs.     I  knew  not  whence  I 
came  nor  whither  X  was  going.     I  interrogated  fhofe  around 
me.     Some  anfweted :  We  are  as  ignorant  as  yourfelf,  but 
vrt  follow  thofe  who  precede  us,  and  precede  thofe  who  fol- 
low us.     Others  replied :  What  fignify  thefe  qtleftions  to  us'? 
Look  at  thefe  people  who  are  preffing  us  ;  we  muft  repulfe 
them  in  our  turn.     Others,  again,  more  rational,  faid  to  me, 
The  gods  have  ordained  us  to  run  this  race,  and  we  obey 
their  commands  without  either  participating  in  the  idle  joy, 
or  fharing  in  the  fruitlefs  forrow  of  this  multitude.     I  was 
fufFering  myfelf  to  be  hurried  away  by  the  crowd,  when  I 
heard  a  voice  exclaiming,-  This  is-  the  path  of  knowledge  and 
of  truthv    I  turned  and-  haftily  followed,  when  a  man  feizing 
me  by  the  hand,  took  off  ray  bandage  and  led  me  into  a  fbreft, 
where  I  could  fee  no  more  than  when  I  was  blinded.  We  foonr 
loft  all  traces  of  the  path  in  which  we  before  were,  and  met! 
with  a  great  number  of  perfons  who  had  loft  themfelves  like 
Vol  II.  t 
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us.  Their  guides  never  fell  in  with  each  other  without  coming 
to  blows,  for  it  was  the  intereft  of  each  to  feduoe  as  many 
followers  as  poflible  from  the  reft :  they  bore  torches,  and 
kept  fhaking  them  in  order  to  dazzle  us  wi^h  the  {perks.  I 
often  changed  my  condu&or,  and  often  fell  among  precipices ; 
frequently  too  I  found  myfelf  flopped  by  an  impenetrable  wall, 
in  which  cafes  my  guides  difappeared,  leaving  me  in  all  the 
horror  of  defpair.  Exhaufted  by  fatigue,  1  regretted  that  I 
had  ever  quitted  the  road  followed  by  the  multitude,  and  a- 
waked  full  of  this  regret. 

O  my  fon,  men  lived  for  many  ages  in  a  date  of  ignorance 
which  left  their  reafon  at  peace  !  Contented  with  the  confufed 
traditions  transmitted  to  them  concerning  the  origin  of  things, 
they  lived  happy,  without  feeking  to  enlarge  their  fphere  of 
knowledge.  But  for  thefe  laft  two  hundred  years,  agitated 
by  a  fecret  inquietude,  they  have  endeavoured  to  penetrate 
the  myfteries  of  nature,  on  which  they  formerly  beftowed  no 
attention  ;  and  this  new  malady  of  the  human  mind  has  fub- 
ftituted  great  errors  for  violent  prejudices* 

When  it  was  difcovered  that  God,  the  tuiiverfe,  and  man, 
were  fublime  obje&s  of  meditation,  the  mind  of  the  obferver 
feemed  to  acquire  new  elevation  ;  for  nothing  infpires  more 
elevated  ideas  or  more  extenfive  views  than  the  fludy  of  na- 
ture ;  and,  as  the  ambition  of  the  mind  is  as  a£Hve  and  insa- 
tiable as  that  of  the  heart,  men  wifhed  to  meafure  fpaoe, 
fathom  infinity,  and  purfue  the  windings  of  that  chain  which, 
m  the  immenfity  of  its  foldd,  embraces  all  beings. 

The  works  of  the  firft  philofophers  are  didadic  and  unorna- 
taented.  They  proqeed  only  on  principles  and  confeqtaences, 
like  thofe  of  geometricians  z  j  but  the  grandeur  of  the  fubjeft 
diffufes  a  majefty  over  them,  which  not  unfrequently  infpires 
an  intereft  and  refpe&  from  their  very  title.  The  author 
announces  that  he  is  about  to  treat  of  Nature %  of  Heaven,  of 
the  World,  of  the  Soul  of  the  World.    Democritus  begins  one 

*  Sm  OqcUqs  Lucaniu  and  Tinucus  of  Lotrit* 
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of  his  tretfifes  in  thefe  important  word* :  Ifpeqh  of  the  Uni± 
verfe*. 

In  examining  this  enormous  colle&ion,  where  the  mod  vivid 
light  fla&es  forth  from  amidft  the  moil  profound  obfeurity, 
where  excefs  of  delirium  i$  joined  to  the  depth  of  wifdom; 
where  man  has  at  pace  difpUyed  the  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of 
his  reafoa,  remember,  O  my  fon,  that  Nature  is  concealed 
under  a  bra/en  veil,  that  the  united  efforts  of  men  and  ages 
never  can  lift  up  the  extremity  of  thi^  covering,  and  that  the 
fcience  of  philofophy  confifts  in  decerning  the  point  where 
myftery  begins,  and  its  wifdom  in  revering  it. 

In  our  days  we  have  feen  the  exiftence  of  the  Deity  either 
totally  denied,  or  called  in  queftion,  that  exiftxnee  fo  long 
and  unUorqily  attefted  by  the  confent  of.  all  nations  b.  Some 
philofophers  formally  rejeft  it c  ;  others  overturn  it  by  their 
principles.  But  all  tbofe  reafo:iers  who  attempt  to  fathom  the 
effence  of  that  infinite  being,  or  to  account  for  his  operations, 
necelTarily  lofe  themfalves  in  the  incomprehenfibilify  of  their 
fubjea. 

A<k  them,  What  is  God  ?  they  will  anfwer,  Thst  which 
has  neither  beginning  nor  endd;~ a  pure  fpirit  e ;— an  ex- 
tremely fubtLe  matter,  air  f  ; — a  fire  endowed  with  intellu 
gence  *  ;-*»the  world  n.  No  ;  the  foul  of  the  world  to  whicU 
it  is  united,  as  the  foul  is  to  the  body1. — He  is  the  finglo 
principle  of  all  things  *.<— -He  is  the  principle  of  good ;  matter 
is  the  principle  of  evil  1— Every  thing  is  executed  by  his 
command  and  under  his  eye™.     No  ;  every  thing  is  performed 

a  Ciccr.  Acad.  cap.  13.'.  ii,  p.  31.  Denver  ap.  Plut  de  Plac  Philof.  i.b 
b  /Vriftot.  de  Cqcl.  lib.  I.  cap.  3    t.      I.  cap.  7.  t.  ii.  p.  88*. 

&  Ariftot.  ap.  Cic  ibid.  cap.  13, 
Herac).  Pont.  ap.  Ciccr.  ibid. 

i  Thalcs  ap.  Piut.  ibid.  Pythag. 
ap.  Ciccr.  ibid.  cap.  11. 

k  Xcnophan.  ap.  Ciccr.  Acad.  xi. 
cap.  a",  t.  ii  p.  49 

l  Tin».  Locr.  ap.  plar.  t.  iii.  p.  93. 
Plat,  in  I  im  j>.  47.     Jd.  dc  Rep.  t.  ii. 


»•  P.  434- 

c  Plut.  d*  Plac.  Pbibf.  lib.  I.  cap. 
7.  t.  ii.  p.  88c. 

4  Thai.  ap.  Diog  Laert  1. 1.  §  36. 

e  Anaxag.  ap.  Ariftot.  de  A»im. 
lib.  1.  cap.  1.  t.  i.  p.  611.  ap-  Qicer 
de  Nat.  Dear.  lib.  I.  cap.  11.  t.  ii.  p. 
405. 


1  Diogen.  A  poll.  ap.  Ciccr.  ibid.  c.  .  p.  373, 
4.    Anaxim.  ap.  Ciccr.  ibid.  cap.  1 
*  Pythag.  ap.  Bruck.  t.  i.  p.  107 


II*    Anaxim.  ap.  Ciccr.  ibid.  cap.  i«.  I       a  Plat.  ibid. 
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by  fubordinatc  agents  .  •  •  .  O  my  foa  !  adore  God,  and  feel; 
not  to  know  him. 

Alk  them,  What  is  the  univerfe  ?  they  will  anfwer,  What- 
ever is,  has  always  been  ;  the  world  therefore  is  eternal n. — 
No  ;  it  is  not  eternal,  but  matter  is  °. — This  matter,  fufcep- 
tible  of  every  form,  pofleffed  none  in  particular  p,— It  had  a 
form,  it  had  feveral,  it  had  an  unlimited  number  of  forms  ? 
for  it  is  nothing  but  water  q,  but  air  %  but  fire  %  but  the  ele- 
ments S  but  an  aflemblage  of  atoms  u,  but  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  incorruptible  elements,  of  fimilar  particles,  which  form 
every  fpecies  of  being  by  their  combination*  This  matter 
fubfifted  motionlefs  in  chaos  j  intelligence  communicated  to  it 

its  activity,  and  the  world  appeared  *•     No ;  it  had  an  irre- 

* 

gular  motion ;  God  communicated  regularity  to  it  by  infuf- 
irtg  into  it  a  portion  of  his  effence,  and  the  world  was  made  y. 
—No  ;  the  atoms  were  floating  in  the  void,  and  the  univerfe 
was  the  refult  of  their  fortuitous  concourfe  *.— No ;  in  na- 
ture there  are  but  two  elements,  which  have  produced  and 
preferved  every  thing ;  earth,  and  fire  which  animates  earth  *• 
— No ;  to  the  four  elements  we  muft  add  love  that  unites 

their  parts,  and  hatred  that  feparates  them  b O  my  fon  f 

wafte  not  your  days  in  Undying  the  nature  of  the  univerfe, 
but  employ  them  in  filling,  as  becomes  you,  the  little  fpace 
you  occupy  in  it. 


n  Otell.  Lucan.  in  init.  Diod.  Sic 
lib.  1.  p.  6.  Hift.  des  Caufes  Prcm. 
1. 1  p.  387. 

0  Ariftot.  de  Coelo,  lib.  I.  cap.  10. 
r:  i.  p.  447- 

P  Tim.  Locr.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  94. 
Plat,  in  Tim  ibid.  p.  51,  &c. 

O'Thalesao.  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib. 
T.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  842.  Plot,  de  Plac. 
Philof.  lib.  I.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  875. 

r  Anaiim.  et  Diogen.  ap.  Ariftot. 
ibid.     Plut.  ibid. 

*  Hipp,  et  Heracl.  ap.  Ariftot,  ibid. 

t  Bmpcd.  ap.  Ariftot.  ibid. 


u  Detn.  ap.  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  9.  f 
44.     Plat.  ibid.  p.  877. 

x  Anaxag.  ap.  Ariftot.  de  Coelo,  lib. 
3  et  4.  t.  i.  p.  477,  &c  ;  ap.  Plut-  de 
Plac.  Philot  lib.  X.  cap.  3.  p.  876; 
ap.  Diog.  Laert.  in  Anaxag.  lib.  a.  $  6. 

y  Tim.  Locr.  ap.  Plat.  t.  iii.  p.  9$. 
Plat,  in  Tim.  p.  34. 

*  Plut.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  I.  cap: 
4.  t.  ii.  p.  878. 

*  Parmen.  ap.  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib. 
X.  cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  847- 

b  Enipcd.  ap.  Ariftot.  ibid.  cap.  i, 
*•  84+ 
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Afc  them,  in  fine,  What  is  man  ?  thej  will  anfwer,  Man. 
exhibits  the.  fame  phenomena  and  the  fame  contradi&ions  as 
the  univerfe  of  which  he  is  the  abftraftc.  The  principle 
which  has  at  all  times  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  foul 
and  intelligence,  is  a  nature  perpetually  in  motion  d. — It  is  a 
number  which  moves  of  itfelf  e. — It  is  a  pure  fpirit,  fay  they, 
which  has  nothing  in  common  with  bodies.— But  if  fo,  how 
can  it  be  acquainted  with  them  f  ?— It  is  rather  a  very  fubtle 
air  *— a  very  a&ive  fire  h— a  flame  emanating  from  the  fun  '— 
a  portion  of  aether  k— a  very  light  water  l — a  mixture  of  fe- 
veral  elements m. — It  is  an  aflemblage  of  igneous  and  fpheri* 
cal  atoms,  fimilar  to  thofe  fubtle  particles  of  matter  which  we 
fee  floating  in  the  rays  of  the  fun  n.  It  is  a  fimple  being— 
No  ;  it  is  a  compound  being ;  it  is  compofed  of  feveral  prin- 
ciplei,  it  is  compofed  of  feveral  oppofite  qualities  °. — It  is 
the  blood  circulating  in  our  veins  p.  This  foul  is  diffufed 
through  our  whole  body ;  it  reiides  only  in  the  brain,  in  t}ie 
heart %  in  the  diaphragm T.  It  periihes  with  us. — No ;  it  is 
unperiihable  ;  but  it  animates  other  bodies  ; — but  it  reunites 

with  the  foul  of  the  univerfe  * O  my  fon  !  regulate  the 

emotions  and  paffions  of  your  foul,  and  feek  not  to  compre- 
hend its  eflence. 

Such  is  the  general  picture  of  the  opinions  which  men  .have 
invented  on  the  mod  important  fubje&s  of  philofophy.     This 


c  Vita  Pythagor.  ap.  Photium,  p. 

d  Thai*  ap.  Plat,  da  Plac.  Philof". 
lib    4.  cap.  %.  t.  ii.  p.  898. 

e  Pythag.  ap.  Pint,  ibid,  Xenoer. 
ap.  enmd.  de  Procr.  Anim.  t.  ii.  p. 
1 01  a.  Ariftot.  Topic,  lib.  6.  cap.  3. 
t.  i.  p.  «43- 

f  Ariftot.  de  Ajiim.  lib.  I.  cap.  % 
t.  i.  p.  621. 

8  Plue.  de  Plac  Philof.  lib.  4.  cap.  3. 

h  Ariftot.  ibid. 

i  Epichann.  ap.  Varr.  de  Ling.  Lat. 
Jib,  4.  p.  17. 

t  Pythag.  ap.  Diog.  Laert.  lib.  8. 


1  Hippon,  ap.  Ariftot.  ibid.  p.  6*0- 

m  Exnpcd.  ap.  Id.  ibid.  p.  619. 

n  Democr.  et  JLeucipp.  ap.  Ariftot. 
ibid.  p.  619 ;  ap.  Stob.  Bclog.  Phyf. 
lib.  I.  p.  93.  Plut.  de  Plac.  Philof. 
Jib.  4.  cap.  3A.  ii.  p.  898. 

0  Ariftot.  ibid.  Plat.  ibid.  cap.  $ 
et  4. 

P  Critias  ap.  Ariftot.  ibid.  p.  6ai. 
Macrob.  de  Somn.  Sctp.  lib.  z.  cap.  14. 

**  Emped.  ap.  Cicer.  Tnfcul.  cap.  9* 
lib.  z.  t.  ii.  p.  439- 

r  Pint,  de  Plac.  Phijof.  lib.  4.  caps 
5.  p.  899. 

»  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  Cicer.  Tnfcul, 
cap.  9.  lib.  I.  t.  ii.  p.  239. 
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abundance  of  ideas  is  in  etfeft  a  real  dearth  ;  and  that  pile  of 

learning  you  have  before  your  eyes,  that  pretended  treafure 
pf  fublime  knowledge,  no  other  thnn  a  wretched  heap  of  er- 
rors and  contradictions.  Look  not  there  for  fjftetns  uniform 
and  correct  in  all  their  parts,  for  clear  expofitions>  and  folu- 
tions  applicable  to  every  phenomena  of  nature.  Alnioft  all 
thefe  authors  are  unintelligible,  becaufe  they  are  too  concife ; 
they  are  fo,  becaufe  they  fear  to  (hock  the  opinions  of  the 
multitude.  They  envelope  their  dodrine  in  expreffions  ei- 
ther metaphorical  or  contrary  to  their  real  principles  ;  in  fine, 
they  are  unintelligible,  becaufe  they  affed  to  be  fo.  to  elude 
difficulties  they  had  not  forefeen,  or  which  they  find  them- 
felves  unable  to  refolye. 

If,  nevertheless,  diflatisfied  with  the  conclufions  yott  fcave 
juft  heard,  you  wifli  to  acquire  a  curfory  knowledge  of  their 
principal  fyftems,  you  will  be  terrified  at  the  nature  of  {he 
qneftiorrs  which  they'prefum  to  difcafs  at  the  very  outfet. 
Is  there  but  one  principle  in  the  univerfe?  Ought  we  to  ad- 
mit feveral  ?  If  there  be  but  one,  i$  it  moveable  or  immove- 
able ?  If  there  be  feveral,  are  they  finite  or  infinite  '  ? 

But  the  great  queftion  is,  to  explain  the  formation  of  the 
univerfe,  and  to  affign  the  caufe  of  that  aftonifiring  number 
of  fpecies  and  individual  beings  which  nature  prefents  to  our 
eyes.  The  forms  and  qualities  of  bodies  *ary,  and  are  in  a 
perpetual  ftate  of  deft rud ion  and  reproduction  ;  but  the  mat- 
ter of  which  they  are  compofed  eternally  fubfifts ;  and  the 
imagination  is  able  to  purfue  it  throngh  all  its  numberlefs 
diyifions  and  fubdiyifions,  until  it  at  length  arrives  at  a  Am- 
ple being,  the  fir  it  principle  of  the  univerfe  and  of  all  indi- 
vidual bodies  u.  The  founders  of  the  Ionian  fchool,  and  fome 
philosophers  of  other  fchools,  applied  themfelves  to  difcover 
this  fimple  and  indivifible  being.     Some  imagined  it  to  be  the 

'  Arittot  de'Nar.  Aufcult,  lib.  I.  |  u  Id.  Mctapft.  lib.  I.  cap.  3.  t.  H,  p. 
cap.  z.  t.  i.  p.  316,  I  84a. 
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element  of  water  *  ;  others  air ;  others  again,  combined  earth 
and  fire  with  thefe  two  elements  ;  and  a  fourth  fe&  fuppofed, 
that  from  all  eternity  there  had  exifted,  in  the  primitive  mafs, 
an  immenfe  number  of  motionlefs  parts,  determinate  in  form 
and  kind  ;  and  that  nothing  more  was  requifite  than  to  col- 
led all  the  fcattered  particles  of  air,  in  order  to  form  that  ele- 
ment ;  all  the  atoms  of  gold  to  compofe  that  metal,  and  fo  on 
with  every  other  fpecies  of  matter  y. 

The  fole  objeft  of  thefe  differet  fyftems  was  the  material 
and  paffive  principle  of  things  ;  but  it  was  foon  difcovered 
that  a  fecond  principle  was  neceffary  to  bellow  a&ivity  on  the 
former.  Fire  appeared,  in  general,  to  be  an  agent  equal  to 
the  compofition  and  decompofkion  of  bodies;  whilft  others 
imagined  they  perceived  in  the  particles  of  crude  matter  a 
fort  of  fympathy  and  antipathy  capable  of  alternately  fcparat- 
ing  and  uniting  them  *.  Thefe,  and  other  hypothefes  fince 
fubftituted  for  them,  being  inapplicable  to  all  the  varieties  of 
nature,  their  authors  were  often  under  the  neceflity  of  recur- 
ring to  other  principles,  or  of  finking  under  the  weight  of 
difficulties,  like  thofe  wreftlers  who,  entering  the  lifts  with- 
out being  fufEcicntly  inured  to  difcipline  proper  for  their  ex- 
ercife,  owe  the  petty  fucceffes  on  which  they  pride  themfelves 
to  chance  a. 

The  order  and  beauty  which  are  apparent  through  the 
whole  univerfe,  compelled  men  at  length  to  refer  them  to  an 
intelligent  caufe.  This  the  early  philofophers  of  the  Ionian 
ichool  had  acknowledged  b  5  but  Anaxagoras,  poflibly  follow- 
ing Hermotimus,  was  the  firft  who  diftinguifhed  it  from  mat- 
ter, and  pofltively  pronounced  that  all  things  exifted  from  e- 
tcrnity  in  the  primitive  mafs,  and  that  intelligence  imparted 
its  a&ivity  to  this  mafs,  and  brought  it  into  order. 


x  Id.  ibid.  p.  841.  Plat,  de  Piac. 
Ph-iof.  lib.  1.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  875. 

y  Ariftot.  Metapb.  lib.  1.  cap.  3  t. 
ii.  p.  843. 

*  femprd.  a  p.  Pltit.  de  Plac.  Philof. 
lib,  I.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  876. 


a  Ariftor.  Metaph.  Kb  r.  cap.  4. 
t.  ii.  p.  844- 

•'  Id.  ibid,  cap.  3.  r.  ii.  p.  843.  Ci- 
ccr.  de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  1.  cap.  10.  t. 
ii.  p.  405. 
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Before  the  Ionian  fchool  had  attained  to  this  elevate^  trutbr 
which,  after  all,  was  no  more  than  the  ancient  tradition  of  alj 
nations,  Pythagoras,  or  rather  his  difciples ;  for,  notwith- 
standing we  are  fo  near  the  time  in  which  he  lived,  it  is  imr 
poffible  to  learn  the  genuine  opinions  of  t}iis  extraordinary 
man ;  fome  Pythagoreans,  I  fay,  confidered  the  univerfe  as 
matter  animated  by  an  intelligence  which  fets  the  whole  in 
motion,  and  is  fo  intimately  diffufed  through  ^11  its  parts,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  feparation  from  it c.  This  intelligence 
may  be  confidered  as  the  author  of  all  things,  as  a  very  fab- 
tie  fire,  a  moil  pure  flame,  or  as  the  force  which  has  fubdue4 
matter,  and  ft  ill  holds  it  enchained d.  As  its  effeuce  cannot 
be  an  objecT:  of  the  fenfes,  to  exprefs  it  let  us  borrow,  not  the 
language  of  the  fenfes,  but  that  of  the  mind.  Let  us  give  to 
intelligence,  or  the  aclive  principle  of  the  univerfe,  the  name 
of  monad  or  unity  becaufe  it  mutt  be  always  the  fame  ;  to 
matter,  or  the  paflive  principle,  that  of  dyad  or  multiplicity, 
becaufe  it  is  fubjecT;  to  every  kind  of  change ;  and  to  the 
world,  that  of,  triad,  fince  it  was  the  refult  of  intelligence- 
and  matter* 

Several  of  the  difciples  of  Pythagoras  have  occafionally 
annexed  other  ideas  to  thefe  expreffions,  but  they  have  almoft 
univerfally  fought  for  properties,  by  the  knowledge  of  which 
they  might  attain  that  of  nature,  in  the  fcience  of  numbers  ; 
properties  which  to  them  feemed  to  be  indicated  in  the  phae? 
nomena  of  fonorous  bodies  e. 

If  we  take  a  firing,  and  divide  it  fucceffively  into  (wo, 

three,  and  four  parts,  in  each  half  we  (hall  have  the  odave 

of  the  whole ;  in  the  three  fourth  its  fourth  ;  in  the  two 

thirds   its   fifth.     The   oftave  then  will  be  as  I  to  2 ;  the 

fourth,  as  3  to  4  ;  and  the  fifth,  as  2  to  3.     The  importance 

_ — 

c  Cicer.  dt  Nat.  Dtor.  lib.  1.  cap.  I  e  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib.  I.  cap.  5.  t. 
II.  t.  ii.  p.  405.  1  ii.  p.  845. 

-  d  Juftin.  Mtfr.  Orat  ad  Gent.  p.  :o.  | 
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of  this  observation  made  them  give  to  the  numbers  1,  2,  3, 
4,  the  name  of  t^f acred  quaternary. 

,  Such  were  the  proportions  of  Pythagoras  f,  fuch  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  was  founded  the  mufical  fyftem  of  all  nations, 
and  particularly  of  that  which  this  philofopher  found  among 
the  Greeks,  and  which  he  improved  by  his  discoveries. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  difcoveries,  which  are  to  be  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  Egyptians,  it  was  eafy  to  conclude,  that  the  laws 
of  harmony  are  invariable,  and  that  Nature  herfelf  has  irre- 
vocably fixed  the  value  and  the  intervals  of  tones.  But  as 
flie  is  always  uniform  in  her  works,  why  may  not  flie  have 
obferved  the  fame  laws  in  the  general  fyftem  of  the  univerfe* 
This  idea  was  a  new  ray  of  light  to  a&ive  minds,  prepared 
for  enthufiafm  by  retirement,  abftinence,  and  meditation  ;  to 
men  who  religioufly  dedicate  every  day  fome  hours  to  mufic, 
and  efpecially  to  the  acquiring  of  a  juft  intonation  '. 

Prefently  it  was  difcovered  that  the  numbers  1,  2,  3,  and 
4  h,  not  only  contain  one  of  the  principles  of  the  mufical  fyf- 
tem, but  alfo  thofe  of  phyfics,  and  even  of  morals.  Every 
thing  was  confidered  as  proportion  and  harmony  5  time,  juf« 
tice,  friendihip,  and  intelligence,  were  no  other  than  the  re* 
Rations  of  numbers '» 

Empedocles  admitted  four  elements,  water,  air,  earth,  and 
fire.  Other  Pythagoreans  difcovered  four  faculties  in  the 
foul k ;  all  our  virtues  proceeded  from  four  principal  virtues. 
As  the  numbers  which  ?ompofe  the  facred  quaternary  pro* 
duce,  when  combined,  the  number  10,  the  moft  perfed  of  all; 
from  this  very  combination  l  ten  fpberes  were  to  be  admitted 
in  the  heavens,  though  they  contain  but  nine  m. 


f  Rouffier,  Mem.  fur  la  Mufique 
det  Ancient,  p.  39. 

S  Pint,  de  Virtue  Mor.  t.  ii.  p.  441. 
Ariftid.  Quintil.  de  tylufic.  lib.  3.  t.  ii. 
p.  116.    Jbeeth.  de  Mull  lib.  1.  cap. 

b  Sezt.  Emptr.  adr.  Ariihm.  lib.  4. 
J  »•  P-  3««- 

4 


i  Ariftot.  Metapb.  lib.  r.  cap.  5.  t. 
ii.  p.  845.  Diogen.  JLaert.  in  Pytbag. 
Ub.  8.  S  33. 

k  Plut.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  X.  cap, 
3.t.ii.p.  877.- 

1  Id.  ibid.  p.  876. 

m  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib.  I.  cap.  5.  t, 
ii.  p.  945.  \ 
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Such  of  the  Pythagoreans,  in  fine,  as  fuppofed  the  unirerfe 
to  be  animated  bj  a  foul,  were  unable  to  give  any  more  fa- 
tbfa&ory  folution  of  the  motion  of  the  heavens,  and  the  dif- 
tance  of  the  celeftial  bodies  from  the  earth,  than  by  eftimat- 
ing  the  degrees  of  activity  poffeffed  by  this  foul  from  th<i 
centre  to  the  circumference  of  the  univerfe  n.  Now,  if  we 
divide  this  immenfe  fpace  into  thirty-fit  intervals,  or  rather 
imagine  a  line  extending  from  the  centre  of  the  earth  to  the 
eztremeties  of  the  planetary  world,  and  divided  into  thirty. 
fix  parts,  at  the  d.ftance  of  a  tone  or  fetnitone  from  each 
other,  we  fhall  have  the  mufic'al  fcale  of  the  univerfal  foul  °. 
The  celeftial  bodies  are  placed  at  different  degrees  of  this 
fcale,  at  diftances  relatively  proportionate  to  each  other,  as  in 
the  ratios  of  the  fifth  and  the  other  confonances.  Their  mo- 
tions, directed  after  the  fame  proportions,  produce  a  delight- 
ful and  divine  harmony.  The  Mufes,  like  fo  many  fyrens, 
have  placed  their  thrones  upon  the  ftars ;  they  regulate  the 
fcaftenced  motions  of  the  celeftial  fpheres,  and  prefide  over 
thdfe  eternal  and  ravifhing  concerts  which  can  be  heard  only 
in  the  filence  of  the  paflions  p,  and  which  are  faid  to  have 
filled  the  foul  of  Pythagoras  with  the  pureft  delight «. 

The  proportions  which  fome  wifhed  to  eftablifli  between  the 
diftances  and  motions  of  the  celeftial  fpheres,  others  pretended 
to  difcover  in  the  magnitude  of  the  planets,  or  in  the  diame- 
ters of  their  orbits  r. 

This  theory  is  overthr6Wn  by  the  laws  of  nature ;  but 
when  it  made  its  appearance,  thofe  laws  were  fcarcely  known  ; 
find  had  they  been  better  under  flood,  men   would  not  have 
Jiad  the  courage  to  renounce  the  illufions  of  a  fjftem  origi- 
nating in,  and  embelliihed  by,  imagination. 


n  Tim.  Locr.  ap.  Plat-  t.  iii.  p.  36. 
Pitt,  ih  Tim.  p.  36. 

0  Batt.  Rcmarq.  for  Timee,  dans 
l'Htftoire  dea  Canfes  Premieres,  t.    ii. 

P-  *7- 

-    ?  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  xo.  t.  ti.  p.  6x7. 


Ariftet.  de  Caelo,  MK  %  cap.  9.  t.  i  p. 
463.  Pint,  de  AtiifD.  Procr.  t.  ii  p. 
IC19. 

' q  Empedocl.  ap.  Porphyr.\  de  ViA 
Pythag.  p.  35.    Jambi.  cap.  15.  p.  5*. 
r  Plut.  ibid.  p.  10*8. 
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Notlefs  chimerical,  bat  ft  ill  more  unintelligible,  is  anoi 
ther  principle  admitted  by  many  Pythagoreans.  According 
to  the  obfervations  of  Heraclitus  of  Ephefus  •,  bodies  are  in 
a  continual  ftate  of  evaporation  and  fluidity  :  the  particles  of 
matter  of  which  they  are  compofed  are  perpetually  efcaping, 
in  order  to  give  place  to  others,  which  will  fly  of  in  their 
turn,  until  the  moment  of  the  diffblution  of  the  whole  form. 
ed  by  their  combination  '•  This  imperceptible  motion,  but 
which  is  real  and  common  to  all  fenfible  beings,  is  every  in- 
ftant  altering  their  qualities,  and  transforming  them  into 
other  beings  which  retain  only  an  apparent  conformity  with 
the  former.  We  are  not  to-day  what  we  were  yefterday: 
to-morrow  we  {hall  no  longer  be  what  we  are  to-day  *.  Ik 
is  with  us  as  with  the  fliip  of  Thefeus,  which  we  ftill  pre- 
ferve,  though  the  component  parts  of  it  have  been  frequently 
renewed. 

Now,  what  certain  and  permanent  ideas  can  refult  from 
this  fluctuation  of  all  things ;  from  this  impetuous  current* 
this  flowing  and  ebbing  of  ihe  fugitive  particles  of  all  being*? 
What  inftant  would  >ou  feize  to  meafure  an  object  which  is 
ancefiantly  increasing  and  dec-ieafing  *  ?  Our  knowledge  of 
every  kind,  variable  as  the  object  it  embraces,  could  there- 
fore poffefs  nothing  fixed  and  tiable  ;  for  us  there  could  be 
neither  truth  nor  wifdom,  did  not  Nature  herfelf  lay  open  t<> 
us  the  foundations  of  fcience  and  of  virtue. 

It  is  Nature  which,  by  withholding  from  us  the  faculty  of 
difcovering  all  the  individuals  of  a  fpecies,  and  permitting  us 
to  arrange  thetn  under  certain  claiTes,  raifes  our  minds  to  the 
contemplation  of  the  primitive  ideas  of  things  *.  SeufiHfc 
objects  are  indeed  fubject  to  changes  ;  but  the  general  idea  of 


s  Ariftot.  dc  Coclo,  lib.  3  cap.  X. 
*  i.  p.  473.  id.  Mcrapfc.  lib  1.  cap. 
6.  t.  ii.  p.  847.     Ibid*  lib.  1 1,  cap.  4. 

1  fkar.  in  Conr.  t.  iii.  p.  a©7. 

u  Epicharm.  ap.  i>iog.  Lacrt.    in 


Plat.  lit.  3.  §  IX. 

x  Id.  ibid.  $  10.  Plat,  in  Thesct. 
t.  i.  p.  15  %     Jambl.  cap.  19.  p.  136. 

'  Flut.  de  Piac.  Phflof.  iio.  I.  cap. 
3.  t,  ii.  p.  877. 
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a  man,  a  tree,  of  genera  and  fpecies,  admits  of  none.  Thefe 
ideas  then  are  immutable  ;  and  far  from  being  regarded  as 
fimple  abftraflions  of  the  mind,  flbould  be  confidered  as  actual 
beings,  as  the  genuine  eflences  of  things 2.  Thus  the  tree 
and  the  cube  you  have  before  your  eyes  are  but  the  copy  and 
image  of  the  cube  and  tree  which  have  exifted  from  all  eter- 
nity in  the  intellectual  world,  in  that  pure  and  glorious  abode 
where  juftice,  beauty,  virtue,  and  all  the  prototypes  of  every 
fubflance  and  every  form,  have  eternally  redded. 

But  what  influence  can  ideas  and  the  proportions  between 
numbers  have  on  the  univerfe  ?  Intelligence  which,  according 
to  Pythagoras,  penetrates  the  parts  of  matter,  is  continually 
employed  in  reducing  to  order  and  modelling  thefe  parts,  fotne* 
times  in  one  way,  fometimes  in  another,  prefiding  over  the 
rapid  and  fucceffive  renovation  of  generations,  deftroying  in- 
dividuals, preferving  fpecies,  but  conftantly  obliged,  as  fotne* 
affirm,  to  regulate  its  ftupendous  operations  by  the  eternal 
proportions  of  numbers;  and,  as  others  fay,  to  confult  the 
eternal  ideas  of  things,  which  are  to  it  what  a  model  is  to  aa 
artift. 

After  the  example  of  this  divine  intelligence,  the  fage 
fhould  conftantly  have  his  eyes  fixed  on  one  of  thefe  two  prin- 
ciples ;  either  to  produce  in  his  foul  the  harmony  he  admires 
'  in  the  univerfe,  or  to  imitate  in  his  own  perfon  the  virtues, 
the  divine  efience  of  which  has  been  the  object  of  his  con- 
templation. 

By  thus  bringing  into  a  clofer  point  of  view  a  few  of  the 
fcattered  outlines  of  the  works  you  have  before  you,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  explain  the  particular  fyftems  of  fome  of  the 
Pythagoreans.  But  the  doctrine  of  numbers  is  fo  obfeure,  fo 
profound,  and  fo  engaging  to  minds  of  little  reflection,  that  it 
tias  given  birth  to  a  multitude  of  opinions. 

3  PUt.  in  Parmen.   c.  Hi.  p.  13a,  135.    Cicer.  Orat.  cap.  3.  t.  i.  p.  4/22, 
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Some  have  diftinguifhed  numbers  from  ideas  or  fpecies  ■  ; 
others  have  confounded  them  with  fpecies,  as  they,  in  fad, 
contain  a  certain  quantity  of  individuals  b.  It  has  been  faid 
that  numbers  exift  feparately  from  bodies ;  it  has  been  al- 
leged too  that  they  exift  in  bodies  themfelves  c.  Sometimes 
number  feems  to  defignate  the  element  of  extent ;  it  is  the* 
fuhftancc,  or  principle,  and  laft  term  of  bodies,  as  points  are 
of  lines,  furfaces,  and  all  magnitude  d  ;  fometimes  it  exprefics 
only  the  form  of  the  primitive  elements  e.  Thus  the  tcr- 
rcftxial  element  has  the  form  of  a  fquare ;  fire,  air,  and  water, 
have  that  of  the  different  fpecies  of  triangles,  and  thefe  van. 
ous  configurations  fuffice  to  explain  all  the  effects  of  nature  '• 
This  myfterious  term,  in  a  word,  is  in  general  no  more  than 
an  arbitrary  fign  to  exprefs  either  nature  and  the  eflence  of 
the  firft  elements,  or  their  forms,  their  proportions,  their  ideas, 
or  the  eternal  models  of  all  things. 

We  mud  here  obfcrve  that  Pythagoras  did  not  affirm  that 
all  things  were  formed  by  the  virtue  of  numbers,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  proportions  of  numbers  *.  If,  in  contempt  of  his 
exprefs  words,  fome  of  his  difciples  h,  imputing  a  real  ex- 
iftence  and  fecret  virtue  to  numbers,  have  confidered  them  as 
the  condiment  principles  of  the  univerfe,  they  have  fo  grofe- 
ly  neglcded  to  unfold  and  explain  their  fyftem,  that  we 
muft  be  obliged  to  leave  them  to  their  impenetrable  profun- 
dity. 

The  ohfcurity  and  contradictions  the  reader  meets  with  in 
perufing  thefe  productions,   arife,  lft,  from  the  abftrufenefs 
with  which  the  qu  eft  ions   are  treated  by  their  authors  ;  2dly,  • 
from  the  diverfky  of  acceptations  in  which  the  words  being* 
principle^  caofe,  element,  fubftance,  and  all  the  terms  made  ufe 


a  Ariftot.  MetaphfC  lib.  IX.  cap,  I. 

*•  "•  P-  953- 

b  Plat,  in  Phiicb.  t.  ii.  p.  1 8. 

c  Ariftot.  ibid.  cap.  2.  p.  953. 

d  Id.  ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  I  «  8 ;  lib. 
12.  cap.  3. 

c  Id.  ibid.  lib.  ia*  cap.  5. 


f  Tim.  Locr.  ap.  Plat,  t  Hi.  p.  98. 
,  *  Thcan.  ap.  Stob.  Eclog.  Phyf.  lib. 
I.  p.  27. 

h  Ariftot.  de  Coclo,  lib.  3.  cap.  I. 
t.  i.  p.  474.  Id.  Me:aph.  lib.  x.  cap. 
5  cc  6.  c.  ii.  p.  845  et  848. 
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of  io  philofophic  language,  may  be  taken  * ;  3dly,  from  tlie 
ornaments  with  which  the  early  interpreters  of  nature  em- 
bell  iihed  their  dogmas,  for,  writing  in  verfe,  they  addreffed 
the  mf elves  more  frequently  to  the  imagination  than  to  rea- 
fon k  i  4thlyy  from  the  variety  of  methods  introduced  into 
certain  fchools.  Several  difciples  of  Pythagoras,  while  ex* 
amining  into  the  principles  of  beings,  fixed  their  attention  on 
the  nature  of  our  ideas,  and  paffed,  almoft  without  perceiving 
it,  from  the  fenfiblc  to  the  intellectual  world.  The  infant 
fee  nee  of  rnetaphyfics  now  obtained  the  preference  over  that 
of  natural  philofophy,  and  as  thofe  laws  of  rigid  dialectics 
which  check  the  minu  io  its  deviations  were  not  yet  formed ', 
reafon  imperinufly  fubftitutcd  her  teftiqiony  for  that  of  the 
fenfes.  Nature,  which  uniformly  tends  to  fingle  operations111! 
prtfents  nothing  but  multitude  and  changes :  reafon,  which 
ever  attempts  to  generalize,  beholds  nothing  but  unity  and 
immobility ;  and,  (baring  on  the  wings  of  enthufiafm  and 
invagination  n,  rofe  from  abftraftion  to  abftra&ion,  and  reach- 
ed a  height  of  theory,  at  which  the  moft  attentive  mind  is 
fcarcely  able  to  fuftain  itfelf. 

It  was  more  particularly  in  the  Elean  fchool  that  the  art 
or  licentioufnefs  of  reafoning  d  if  played  all  its  refources.  There 
two  orders  of  'ideas  were  eftabliflted  :  the  firft  having  bodies 
and  their  fenfible  qualities  for  their  objeft  ;  the  fecond  con- 
sidering being  purely  in  itfelf,  and  unconnected  with  evid- 
ence. Hence  refulted  two  methods  :  the  one  founded,  as  was 
pretended,  on  the  evidence  of  reafon  and  truth  ;  the  other  on 
that  of  the  fenfes  and  opinion  °.  Both  proceeded  nearly  in 
the  fame  fteps.  Hitherto  the  philosophers  who  availed  them- 
fclfcs  of  the  authority  df  the  fenfes,  imagined  they  had  dif- 


f  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  j.  cap.  1,  &c.  t. 
ii  p.  883,  &c.  Id.  de  Auim.  lib.  I. 
cap.  7.  t  i.  p.  6a;. 

k  Id.  Meieorol.  lib.  %.  cap.  3.  t.  i. 
p.  SSS- 

*  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  I.  cap.  f .  p.  $48. 


Id.  ibid.  lib.   11    cap.  4.  p.  937. 
m  Id.  ibid  lib.  7  cap  16  p.  9*4* 
n  Parmenid.  ap.  Sext.  Empiric,  adf. 

Logic  lib   7.  p.  391. 
0  Ariftot.  Nai.  Aufcult  lib.  I.  of. 

6.  t.  i.p.  324, 
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covered,  that  to  produce  aa  effe&,  Nature  employed  two  oppo- 
fite  principles,  as  earth  aad  fire.  In  like  manner,  the  philo- 
sophers who  only  coufiiltcd  reafon,  employed  their  medita- 
tions on  entity  and  non-entity,  on  finite  and  infinite,  on  unity 
and  multiplicity,  on  equals  and  unequals  p. 

An  immeafurable  difficulty  was  ftill  to  be  furmounted  in 
the  application  of  thefe  abftradions,  and  the  combination  of 
phyfica  and  metaphyfics.  But  if  fome  have  attempted  to  re- 
concile thefe,  they  have  effe&ed  it  with  fo  little  perfpicuity, 
as  generally  to  leave  their  readers  ignorant  whether  they  are 
fpcaking  as  natural  philofophers  or  metaphyficians.  Some- 
times we  {hall  find  Parmenides  fuppofing  neither  produftton 
nor  deftru&ion  in  nature  * ;  fometimes  pretending  that  earth 
and  fire  are  the  principles  of  all  generation r.  We  flull  fee 
ethers  who  admit  no  kind  of  harmony  between  the  fenfes  and 
reafon,  and,  attentive  only  to  internal  knowledge,  regard  ex- 
ternal objeds  but  as  to  many  fallacious  appearances,  and  aa 
the  inexhauftible  fourcea  of  error  and  iropofture.  Nothing 
really  exifts,  exclaims  one  of  them :  if  any  thing  did  exift, 
it  would  be  impoffibk  to  know  it ;  if  we  could  know  it,  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  render  it  fenfible*.  Another,  who 
was  intimately  perfuaded  that  we  ought  neither  pofitively  to 
deny  nor  affirm  any  thing,  was  doubtful  of  his  words,  and 
explained  himfelf  only  by  figns  '• 

I  mull  give  you  an  example  of  the  mode  of  reafoning  of 
•  thefe  philofophers  :  1  fhail  borrow  it  from  Xenophanes,  the 
leader  of  the  Elean  fchool. 

Nothing  can  proceed  from  nothing  u.  From  this  principle, 
adopted  by  all  his  difciples,  it  follows,  that  what  exifts  muft 


*  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib  z.  cap.  5.  p. 
•846;  lib.  is.  cap.  1.  p.  971. 

*  Id.  de  Ccelo,  tab.  3.  cap.  1. 1.  i.  p. 
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1  Id.  Metaph.  lib.  x.  cap.  5.  p.  847; 
Nat.  AufculL  lib.  x.  cap.  6.  t.  i.  p. 
3*1. 

1  Gorgiai,  ap.  Ariftot.  t.  i.  p,  1248. 


Ifocr.  Helen.  Laud.  t.  ii.  p.  1 15. 

1  Ariftof.  Metaph.  lib.  4.  cap.  c. 
t.  i.  p.  878. 

u  Id.  de  Xenophan.  t.  i.  p.  1141. 
Cicer.  de  Nat.  Dear.  lib.  1.  cap.  11. 
t.  ii.  p.  406.  Bate.  Hift.  des  Cauf. 
Prcm.  t.  i.  p.  »3i. 
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be  eternal ;  that  what  is  eternal  is  infinite,  fince  it  has  neither 
beginning  nor  end  ;  wbstf  is  infinite  mnft  be  fingle,  for  if  it 
were  otherwife  it  would  be  feveral ;  one  part  would  be  a  limit 
to  the  other,  and  it  would  ceafe  to  be  infinite  ;  what  is  fingle 
is  always  firnilar  to  itfelf.  Now  a  fingle,  eternal,  and  always 
firnilar  being  rauft  be  immoveable,  fince  it  can  neither  pafs 
-  into  the  vacuum  which  is  nothing,  nor  into  the  plenum  which 
it  already  occupies.  It  mud  be  immoveable  ;  for  if  it  were 
fubjeft  to  the  lead  change,  fomething  would  happen  in  it 
which  was  not  there  before,  and  overthrow  the  fundamental 
principle  :  nothing  can  proceed  from  nothing  *. 

In  this  infinite  being,  therefore,  which  comprifes  all  things, 
and  the  idea  of  which  is  infeparable  from  intelligence  and 
eternity  *,  there  is  neither  any  mingling  of  parts  nor  diver- 
fity  of  forms,  nor  generation,  nor  deftrudtion  a.  But  how 
can  this  immutability  be  reconciled  with. the  fucceffive  re* 
volutions  we  behold  in  nature  ?  They  are  but  an,  illufion,  an- 
fwers  Xenophanes  :  the  univerfe  exhibits  to  us  but  one  mov- 
ing fcene ;  the  fcenery  cxifts  ;  but  the  nlotion  is  the  work  of 
our  fenfes.  No,  faid'  Zeno,  motion  is  impofiible.  Ho  faid9 
and  proved  it  fo  as  to  aftonifli  his  antagonifts,  and  reduce  then* 
to  filence  *. 

Oh  !  my  fon,  what  ftrange  knowledge  have  thefe  celebrated 
men,  who  pretend  to  have  brought  nature  under  fubje&ion, 
introduced  into  the  world  b  !  and  how  humiliating  were  the 
ftudy  of  philofopby,  if,  after  beginning  ia  doubt c,  it  muft  • 
terminate  in  fuch  paradoxes  !  Let  us  do  juftice  to  thofe  who 
have  advanced  them.  In  general  they  loved  truth,  and  think- 
ing to  difcover  it  by  means  of  abitraft  ideas,  they  were  led 
aftray  by  implicitly  following  reafon,  with  whofe  boundaries 


*  Bruck.  Hid.  Fhilof.  t.  i.  p.  1148. 

r  Arid.  Metaj  h.  lib.  I.  cap.  5.  p. 
847.  Diogen.  Laert.  in  Xenoph.  lib. 
9.  {  19.  Scat.  £mpir.  Pyrrhoo.  Hy- 
pot.  lib   1.  cap.  33.  p.  59. 

2  Id.  dc  Ccelo,  lib.  3.  cap.  1. 1.  i.  p. 
,473- 


a  Aria.  Nat.  Aufcult.  lib.  6.  cap.    • 
14.  t.  i.  p.  395.    Id.  Topic  lib.  8.  cap. 

8.  t.  i.  p:  274. 

b  Id.  Meuph.  lib.  I.  cap.  a*  t.  ii«  p. 
841. 

c  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  cap.  I.  p.  8^8^ 
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they  were  unacquainted.  When,  after  having  run  the  circle 
of  error,  the/  became  better  informed,  they  (till  gave  them- 
selves up  with  no  lefs  ardour  to  the  fame  diicuffions,  efteem- 
ing  them  proper  to  fix  the  mind,  and  to  acquire  a  greater 
precifion  of  ideas.  It  muft  not  be  denied  too,  that  many  of 
thefe  philofophers,  little  worthy  of  fo  refpe&able  a  name,  en- 
tered the  lifts  merely  to  try  their  itrength,  and  to  fignalize 
themfelves  by  triumphs  as  difgraceTul  to  the  vi&or  as  to  the 
▼anqmfhed.  As  reafbn,  or  rather  the  art  of  reafoning^  has 
bad  its  infancy  as  well  as  the  other  arts,  inaccurate  definitions, 
and  the  frequent  abufe  of  words,  never  failed  to  furnifh  new 
weapons  to  ikilful  or  vigorous  difputants.  We  have  almoft 
feen  the  time  when,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  words  one  and 
feveral  may  denote  the  fame  object,  cavillers  might  be  found 
to  maintain  that  a  perfon  might  be  but  one  in  quality  of  man, 
but  that  he  might  be  two  in  quality  of  man  and  muficiand. 
Xhefe  abfurd  puerilities  at  prefent  infpire  only  contempt,  and 
are  wholly  abandoned  to  the  fophifts. 

It  ft  ill  remains  for  me  to  mention  to  you  a  fyftem  as  re* 
markable  from  its  Angularity  as  from  the.  reputation  of  its 
authors. 

The  vulgar  fee  nothing  around  the  globe  which  they  in- 
habit but  a  vault  fliining  with  light  during  the  day,  and  fpark- 
ling  with  ftars  during  the  night.  Thefe  are  the  limits  of  their 
umverfe.  That  of  fome  philofophers  has  no  bounds,  and  has 
been  enlarged  almoft  in  our  time  to  a  degree  that  overawes 
and  terrifies  the  imagination. 

The  firft  idea  was,  that  the  moon  was  inhabited  ;  then  that 
the  ftars  were  fo  many  worlds,  and  that  the  number  of  thefe 
worlds  muft  be  infinite,  fince  none  of  them  could  ferve  as  a    ' 
boundary  or  circumference  to  the  others  e.     What  an  exten- 

4  Plat,  in  Phileb  t.  ii.  p.  14.  I  lib.  %  cap.  13.  p.  888.     Cicer.  de  Fi- 

e  Xeooph.  ap.   Diogcn.  Laere.  lib.   |  nib.  lib.  3.  c.  31.  t.  ii.  p.  136.     Mem. 

9.  \  19.     Plut.  de  Piac.  Phiiof.  lib.  1.   I  dc  l'Acad.  dc&  Bed.  Lettr.  t.  i*.  p- 

cap.  J-  t.  u.  p.  873  j  cap.  ,5.  p.  879,  I  10. 
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five  view  did  this  open  at  ence  to  the  human  mind  !  Thougtt 
we  employ  eternity  itfclf  to  tr3vcrfe  the  immeafurable  fpace ; 
borrow  the  wings  of  Aurora  ;  fly  to  the  planet  of  Saturn,  in- 
to the  heavens  which  extend  above  that  planet,  ftill  fliall  we 
continually  find  new  fpheres,  and  worlds  accumulating  on  each 
other  I  ftill  fliall  we  find  infinity  throughout,  in  matter,  in 
ipace,  in  motion,  in  the  number  of  worlds  and  ftars  that  em* 
belli  ill  them  ;  and,  after  millions  of  years,  Scarcely  (hall  we 
be  acquainted  wi:h  a  few  points  of  the  vaft  empire  of  Na- 
ture !  Oh  !  how  has  this  fublime  theory  aggrandized  the  uni- 
verfe  in  our  eyes  !  And  if  it  be  true  that  our  foul  expands 
with  our  ideas,  and  afiimilates  in  fotue  rneafure  with  the  ob- 
jects which  it  penetrates,  how  greatly  mould  man  pride  him* 
felf  in  having  fathomed  what  is  in  itfelf  fo  inconceivably  pro* 
found  ! 

Pride  himfclf  I  exclaimed  I  with  furprife  ;  and  wherefore, 
snoft  venerable  Callias  ?  My  mind  is  overwhelmed  at  the  very 
idea  of  this  boundlefs  greatnefs,  before  which  all  other  great* 
nefs  is  annihilated.  You,  myfelf,  all  men,  are  no  more  in 
my  eyes  than  infecls  in  an  immenfe  ocean,  in  which  kings  and 
conquerors  are  diftinguifhed  only  becaufe  they  agitate  a  little 
more  than  others  the  particles  of  water  that  fur  round  them. 
At  thefe  words  Callias  furveyed  me,  and,  after  a  moment's 
reflection,  feizing  my  hand,  replied,  My  fon,  an  infeel:  that 
obtains  a  glimpfe  of  infinity,  partakes  of  that  greatnefe  which 
aflonifhes  you.     He  then  refumed  his  difcouxfe. 

Among  the  artifts  who  have  patted  their  lives  in  compofing, 
and  decompofing  worlds,  Leucippus  and  Democritus,  rejecting 
numbers,  ideas,  harmonica!  proportions,  and  that  fcaffblding 
till  then  erected  by  metaphyfics,  admitted,  after  the  example 
of  fome  philosophers,  only  a  vacuum  and  atoms  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  all  things ;  but  they  deprived  thofe  atoms  of  the 
qualities  afcribed  to  them,  leaving  them  only  figure  and  mo- 
tion f.     Let  us  hear  Leucippus  and  Demoeritus. 

Mofhcm.  ia  Cudwortb,  cap.  1.  §1 1  18.  t.  i.  p*  30.    Brack.  Hift.  Pbiltf 

t.  i-  p-  XI 73. 
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The  univerfe  13  infinite  :  It  contains  an  infinity  of  worlds 
and  vortices  which  are  perpetually  producing  *,  periihing,  and 
reproducing  :  but  no  fupreme  intelligence  prefidcs  over  thefe 
flupeudous  revolutions j  every  thing  in  nature  is  efieded  by 
mechanical  and  fimple  laws.  Do  you  wifli  to  know  how  one 
of  thefe  worlds  is  formed  ?  Imagine  an  infinity  of  eternal, 
indivifible,  unalterable  atoms,  of  every  form  and  fize,  hurried 
into  an  immcnfe  void  by  a  blind  and  rapid  motion  h.  After 
multiplied  and  violent  fliocks,  the  mod  unwieldy  are  detruded 
and  comprefied  into  a  point  of  fpace  which  becomes  the  centre 
of  a  vortez ;  the  moft  fubtle  fly  off  on  every  fide,  and  fhoot 
to  different  diflances.  In  a  feries  of  ages  the  former  compofe 
.  earth  and  water,  the  latter  air  and  fire.  This  laft  element, 
confilling  of  adive  and  light  globules,  extends  itfelf  like  a 
luminous  dome  around  the  earth  :  the  air  agitated  by  this 
perpetual  flux  of  corpufcles,  which  rife  from  the  inferior 
regions,  becomes  an  impetuous  current ;  and  this  current 
hurries  along  the  flars  which  were  fucceffively  formed  within 
its  bofom  V 

Every  thing  in  phyfics  as  well  as  morals  may  be  explained 
by  this  mechanifm,  and  without  the  intervention  of  an  intel-  » 
ligent  caufe.  It  is  from  the  union  of  atoms  that  the  fubilance 
of  all  bodies  is  formed  ;  it  is  from  their  figure  and  arrange- 
ment that  cold,  heat,  colours,  and  all  the  varieties  of  nature 
are  derived  k  ;  it  is  their  motion  which  inceflantly  produces, 
alters,  and  deftroys  beings  ;  and  as  this  motion  is  neceflhry, 
we  have  given  it  the  name  of  dpftiny  and  fatality  K  Our 
fenfations,  our  ideas,  are  produced  bjr  thin  images  of  every 
*obje&,  which  are  continually  detaching  themfelves  to  affedl 


8  Diog.  Laert.  in  Leucipp.  lib.  9. 
}  30,  &c.  Id.  in  Dentocr.  ibid.  §  44. 
Bruck.  ibid.  p.  1 175  ct  1187.  Hift. 
de»  Caufea  Premieres,  p.  363. 

h  Ariftot.  de  Gsner.  lib.  I.  cap.  I. 
t.  i.  p.  493.  Id.  de  Ccelo,  lb.  3.  cap. 
4.  p-  478*  Plut  de  Piac.  Philof.  lib. 
1.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  877.   Cicer,  de  Na:. 


Deor.  lib.  1.  cap.  24  t.  ii.  p.  416. 

i  Plat,  de  Piac.  Phil.  1.  1.  c.  4.  t.  ii. 
p.  878. 

k  Ariftot.  Metaph.  lib.  I.  cap.  4.  f. 
ii.  p.  845.  Diogeu.  Laert.  in  Pynh. 
lib.  9.  §  71. 

i  Stcb.  Eclog.  Pbyf.  lib.  1.  cap.  8. 
p.  !?• 
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our  organs  a.  Our  foul  perilhcs  with  the  body  •,  beeaufe, 
like  fire,  it  is  only  corapofed  of  fubtile  globules,  the  continue 
it j  of  which  is  broken  by  death0  ;  and  fince  there  is  nothiug 
real  in  nature,  except  atoms  and  the  void  p,  we  are  compelled 
by  a  feries  of  inductions  to  admit  that  opinion  conftitutes  the 
'  only  difference  between  vice  and  virtue  q. 

Oh  !  my  fon,  proftrate  thyfelf  before  the  Deitf  j  deplore 
in  hifl  prefence  the  wanderings  of  the  human  mind,  and  vow 
to  be  at  leaft  as  virtuous  as  thofe  philofophers  in  general  were 
whofe  principles  tended  to  deftroy  virtue ;  for  it  is  not  in 
writings  unknown  to  the  multitude,  in  fyftems  generated  in  a 
heated  imagination,  or  produced  by  a  reflleflhefs  of  mind,  or 
by  the  defire  of  celebrity,  that  you  mud  ftudy  the  ideas  en- 
tertained of  morals  by  their  authors  :  it  is  in  their  conduct, 
it  is  in  thofe  works  where,  attentive  only  to  truth  and  public 
utility,  they  render  that  homage  to  morals  and  to  virtue  which 
has  been  conftantly  paid  to  them  in  all  ages,  and  in  every 
nation. 


CHAP.     XXXI. 
Continuation  of  the  Library*     Aftronomy. 

Calltas  departed  after  he  had  finilhed  his  difcourfe ;  and 
Euclid  addrefling  me,  faid,  I  have  been  long  endeavouring  to 
find  in  Sicily  the.  work  of  Petron  of  Himera,  who  not  only* 
admitted  the  plurality  of  worlds,  but  ventured  even  to  afcer- 
tain  their  number r.  How  many  do  you  think  he  reckoned  ? 
One  hundred  and  eighty-three.     Like  the  Egyptians,  hecom- 


m  Diogen.  Lacrt.  in  Democr.  lib.  9. 
§  44.  Phit.  dc  PUc.  Philof.  lib.  4. 
cap.  8.  p.  899.  Cicer.  dc  Nat.  Deor. 
Jib.  1.  cap.  38.  t.  ii.  p.  429. 

Q  Plut.  ibid.  cap.  7. 

0  Ariftot.  dc  Anim.  lib.  T.  cap.  a. 
t.  i.  p.  619. 

p  Sexu  Empir.  Pyrrh.  Hypot.  lib. 


I.  cap.  30.  p.  54.    Id.  adv.  Lflg.  lab. 

7-  P-  399- 

*  Codworth.  dc    Tuft,  et  Honcft. 
Notit.  ad.  Calc  Syft.  Intell.  j  ft.  t.  Si. 
p.  629.    Bruck.  Htft.   Philof.  t.  L  p. 
1 199. 
r  Plut.  de  Orac.  Defe&.  t.  ii.  p.  4*** 
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pared  the  univerfc  to  a  triangle  ' :  fixty  worlds  are  ranged  on 
each  of  its  fides  ;  and  the  three  others  on  the  three  angler. 
Governed  by  the  peaceful  movement  which  regulates  certain 
dances  among  us,  thefe  worlds  keep  gradually  approaching 
and  changing  places.  The  middle  of  the  triangle  is  the  feat 
of  truth  ;  there,  in  a  ftate  of  profound  repofe,  the  affinities 
and  models  of  all  that  has  been,  or  is  to  be,  refide.  Around 
thefe  pure  eflences  is  eternity,  from  the  depth  of  which  time 
proceeds,  and,  like  an  inexhauftible  ftream,  flows  and  is  dis- 
tributed among  this  multitude  of  worlds  c. 

Thefe  ideas  were  not  very  remote  from  the  Pythagorean 
fyflem  of  numbers,  and  I  conjecture— Here  I  interrupted 
Euclid.  Before  your  philofophers  had  gone  fo  far  in  fearch 
of  a  number  of  worlds,  they  were  acquainted,  doubtlefs,  with 
the  moft  minute  particulars  refpefting  that  which  we  inhabit, 
I  fuppofe  that  there  is  not  a  (ingle  body  in  our  heavens,  whofe 
nature,  magnitude,  figure,  and  motion,  they  have  left  un- 
determined. 

That  you  (hall  judge  of,  anfwered  Euclid.  Imagine  a  circle, 
or  fort  of  wheel,  the  circumference  of  which,  twenty-eight 
times  larger  than  that  of  the  earth,  contains  an  immenfe  body 
of  fire  in  its  concavity.  From  the  nave,  the  diameter  of 
which  is  equal  to  that  of  the  earth,  torrents  of  light  are 
continually  efcaping  that  illumine  our  world  u.  Such  is  the 
idea  we  may  form  of  the  fun.  We  may  obtain  one  of  the 
moon,  by  fuppofing  its  circumference  nineteen  times  larger 
than  that  of  our  globe  *.  Shall  I  explain  myfelf  more  {imply? 
The  igneous  particles  which  arife  from  the  earth  fly  off  in  the 
day,  and  colled  in  a  fingle  point  of  the  heavens  to  form  the 
fan  j  in  the  night  they  colled  in  feveral  points,  and  are  con- 
verted into  ftars.  But  ?s  thefe  exhalations  are  quickly  con- 
fumed,  they  are  perpetually  renewed  to  procure  us  every  day 

*  Id-  de  Ifid.  et  Ofir.  t.  it.  p.  373-     I  *•  P  55-    Achill.  Tat  Ifag.  ap.  Petav' 
<  Pint,  de  Orac.  DcfeA.  t.  ii.  p.  aao.  I  t.  iii.  p.  81. 
u  Id.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  ft.  cap.  ao.  I      x  Id.  ibid.  cap.  45.  p.  89  r. 
t.  it  ju  889     fitob.  Edog.  Phyf.  lib.  I 
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ft  new  fun,  and  every  night  new  ftars  *.  Nay,  it  has  fome- 
times  happened  that,  for  want  of  aliment,  the  fun  has  not 
teen  lighted  for  a  whole  month  T.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
the  fun  is  obliged  to  turn  round  the  earth,  for  if  it  were 
ftationary,  it  would  foon  expend  the  vapours  by  which  it  is 
maintained  a. 

I  liftened  to  Euclid  ;  I  looked  at  him  with  amazement,  and 
at  length  faid  to  him  :  1  bave  been  told  of  a  people  in  Thrace, 
to  grofsly  ignorant  as  not  to  be  able  to  reckon  beyond  the 
number  four  b  :  can  it  be  of  this  people  that  you  relate  fuch 
abfurd  opinions  ?  No,  anfwered  he ;  this  is  the  theory  of 
many  of  our  moft  celebrated  philofoph»irs,  r.nd,  among  ethers, 
of  Anaximander  and  Heraclitus,  the  moft  ancient  of  whom 
lived  but  two  centuries  ago.  Hypothefe3  lefi  extravagant 
indeed,  but  equally  uncertain,  have  been  fince  maintained, 
fome  of  which  have  even  produced4  popular  infarreftions. 
Anaxagoras  having  advanced,*  in  the  time  of  our  fathers,  that 
the  moon  was  a  globe  of  cartfy  nearly  fimilar  to  our  own,  and 
the  fun  an  ignited  (lone,  was  fufpefted  of  impiety,  and  com- 
pelled to  leave  Athens  c.  The  people  wMLed  to  have  thefe 
bodies  placed  in  the  rank  pf  deities  ;  and  our  latter  philofo- 
phers,  by  occafionally  conforming  to  their  language  d,  have 
difarmed  fuperftition,  which  pardons  every  thing,  provided 
it  be  not  attacked. 

How  has  it  been  proved,  faid  I,  that  the  moon  rcfembles 
our  earth  ?*It  has  not  been  proved,  anfwered  he  :  it  is  only 
prefumedf  Somebody  had  obferved,  that*  if  there  were 
mountains  in  the  moon,  the  projection  of  their  (hade  might 
poffibly  produce  the  fpots  we  fee  on  its  fur  face.   An  inference 


y  Plat,  dc  kcp.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  498. 
Plut.  ibid.  cap.  24.  p.  890.  Xenoph. 
ap.  Stob.  Edog.  Phyf.  hb.  J.  p.  54. 
Buck.  Hift.  Philof.  t.  i.  p.  1154. 

*  Plut.  ibid.  cap.  24.  blob.  ibid. 
P-  55- 

*  Ariftot  Meteor,  lib.  z.  cap.  a.  t. 


b  Id.  Probl.  ftfi.  15.  t.  ii.  p.  752. 

c  Xenophon.  Mcmnr.  lib.  4.  p  815. 
Plar.  Apol.  t.  i.  p.  26.  Plut.  dc  Su- 
pertt.  tr.  ii.  p.  169.  Liogen.  Laert.in 
Anaxng.  lib.  2.  $  8. 

d  Plar.  dc  Leg.  lib!  7.  t.  ii.  p.  Sal, 
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xcps  infhmtly  drawn  that  there  were  mountains,  valleys,  rivers 
plains,  and  cities  in  the  moon  c.  The  next  ftep  was  to  become 
acquainted  with  its  inhabitants.  According  to  Xenophanes, 
thefe  live  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  do  on  earth  f.  According 
to  fome  difciples  of  Pythagoras,  the  plants  in  the  moon  are 
more  beautiful,  the  animals  fifteen  times  larger,  and  the  days 
fifteen  times  longer  than  ours s.  And  the  men,  no  doubt, 
faid  J,  fifteen  times  wifer  than  thofe  on  our  globe.  This  idea 
pleafes  my  imagination.  As  nature  is  flill  richer  in  the  va^ 
riety  than  in  the  number  of  different  Impedes,  I  imagine,  at 
pleafure,  in  the  different  planets,  inhabitants  with  one,  two, 
three,  or  four  fenfes  more  than  we  pofkfs.  I  then  compare 
their  men  of  genius  with  thofe  to  whom  Greece  has  given 
birth  ;  and  I  own  to  you  that  Komer  and  Pythagoras  make 
but  an  indifferent  appearance  in  my  eyes.  Democritus,  an- 
fwered  Euclid,  has  refcuecl  the  honour  of  the  human  race 
from  this  humiliating  companion.  Impreffed,  perhaps,  with 
an  opinion  of  the  excellence  of  our  fpecies,  he  has  decided 
that  men  are  every  where  individually  the  fame.  According 
to  him  we  exift  at  once,  and  in  the  fame  manner  on  our 
globe,  on  that  of  the  moon,  and  in  all  the  worlds  of  the  uni- 
verfe  b. 

We  frequently  rcprefent  the  deities  who  prefide  over  the 
planets  in  chariots,  that  being  with  us  the  mofl  honourable 
mode  of  conveyance.  The  Egyptians  place  theirs  in  boats, 
their  journeys  being  generally  made  on  the  Nile  '.  Hence  it 
was  that  Hcraclitus  afligned  to  the  fun  and  moon  the  form  of 
a  boat  k.     I  wave  troubling  you  with  the  detail  of  other  con- 


c  Piot.  de  Plac.  Philof.  lib.  a.  cap. 
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jedures,  no  lefs  frivolous,  which  men  have  hazarded  on  the 
figure  of  the  ftars.  At  this  day  it  is  pretty  generally  admit- 
ted that  their  form  is  fpherical '.  As  for  their  magnitude, 
it  is  not  long  fince  Anaxagoras  afferted  that  the  fun  was  much 
larger  than  Peloponnefus  ;  and  Heraclitus  that  it  was  really 
no  more  than  a  foot  in  diameter  m. 

You  render  it  unneceflary  for  me,  faid  I,  to  interrogate 
you  refpe&ing  the  diraenfions  of  the  other  planets ;  but  you 
have  at  leaft  affigned  them  their  ftations  in  the  heavens  ? 

That  arrangement,  replied  Euclid,  has  cod  much  labour, 
and  occafioned  tiiany  difputes  to  our  philofophers.  Some  place 
the  Moon,  Mercury,  Venus,  the  Sun,  Mars,  Jupiter,,  and 
Saturn,  above  the  earth  :  fuch  is  the  ancient  fyftem  of  the 
Egyptians  n  and  Chaldeans  °  ;  and  fuch  the  fyftem,  Pythagoras 
introduced  into  Greece  p. 

The  opinion  molt  generally  received  at  prefent  arranges 
the  planets  in  the  following  order :  The  Moon,  the  Sun, 
Mercury,  Venus,  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn  q.  The  names 
of  Plato,  Eudoxns,  and  Artftotle r,  have  given  a  fan&ion 
to  this  fyftem,  which  differs  only  in  appearance  from,  the 
.former, 

Th;s  difference  arifes  from  a  difcovery  made  in  Egypt,  and 
which  the  Greeks  wi£h,  in  fome  meafure,  to  appropriate  to 
themfelves.  The  Egyptian  aftronomers  perceived  that  the 
planets  Mercury  and  Venus,  the  inseparable  companions  of 
the  fun  %  are  carried  .with  the  fame  motion  as  that  luminary, 
and  are  inceffantly  turning  round  him l.  The  Greeks  pretend 
that  Pythagoras  firft  difcoveredthat  the  ftar  of  Juno  or  Venus, 
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that  brilliant  ftar  which  fometimes  appears  after  the  ferting 
of  the  fun,  is  the  fame  that  at  other  tiroes  precedes  his  rifing  u. 
A^  the  Pythagoreans  afcribe  the  fame  phenomenon  to  other 
ftars  and  other  planets,  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  con- 
cluded that  Venus  makes  her  revolution  round  the  fun  from 
the  observation  of  which  they  give  the  honour  to  Pythagoras. 
But  it  follows  from  the  difcovery  of  the  Egyptian  priefts,  that 
Venus  and  Mercury  fliould  appear,  fometimes  above,  and 
fometimes  below  the  fun*;  and  that  we  may,  without  being 
guilty  of  an  error,  aflign  them  thefe  different  portions  x.  Ac- 
cordingly the  Egyptians  have  not  changed  the  ancient  order 
of  the  planets  in  their  celeftial  planifpheres  ?• 

Singular  opinions  have  been  broached  in  the  Pythagorean 
fchool.  In  that  work  of  Hicetas  of  Syracofe,  it  is  maintained 
that  the  heavens,  the  ftars,  the  fun,  and  even  the  moon  are 
at  reft.  The  eartji  atone,  by  a  rapid  motion  round  its  axis, 
produces  all  the  appearances  with  which  thofe  bodies  prefent 
us  x.  But,  in  the  fir  it  place,  the  immobility  of  die  moon 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  its  phenomena,  fieiides,  if  the 
earth  revolved  upon  itfelf,  a  body  thrown .  to  a  great  height 
would  not  fall  back  on  the  fame  point  from  which  it  fet  out ; 
yet  experience  proves  the  contrary  a.  And  how  ihall  we  dare 
to  diftnf  b,  with  a  facrilegious  hand  b,  the  repofe  of  the  earth, 
£0  long  confidered  as  the  centre  of  the  univcrfe,  the  fanftuary 
of  the  gods,  the  altar,  the  knot  and  unity  of  nature c  ?  In 
this  other  treatife,  Philolaus  begins  by  transferring  to  fire 
the  facred  privileges  of  which  he  deprives  the  earth.  This 
celeftial  fire,  become  the  pabulum  of  the  univerfe,  occupies 
its  eentre.     Around  it  roll  uninterruptedly  ten  fpheres  ;  thofe 
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f  the  fan,  the  moon,  the  five  planets  *,  that  of  our  globe, 
and  that  of  another  earth  invifible  to  our  optics,  though  ad* 
joining  to  us  d.  The  fun  (bines  only  with  a  borrowed  luftre  ; 
be  is  no  other  than  a  kind  of  mirror  or  cryftal  globe,  which 
reflects  back  on  us  the  light  of  the  celeftial  fire  e. 

This  fjftem,  which  Plato  fometimes  regrets  not  having  a- 
dopted  in  his  works  f,  is  not  founded  on  obfervations,  bat 
fbJely  on  ideas  of  fitnefo.  The  fubftance  of  fire,  fay  its  par- 
tisans, being  purer  than  that  of  earth,  muft  neceffarily  repofe 
in  the  centre  of  the  univerfe,  as  the  mod  honourable  ftsu- 
tion*. 

It  was  not  thought  fufficient  to  affign  to  the  planets  their 
refpeftive  places  ;  the  diftances  at  which  they  revolve  muft 
likewife  be  afcertained ;  and  in  this  refearch  Pythagoras  and 
his  difciples  have  exhaufted  their  imaginations. 

The  planets,  including  the  fun  and  "moon,  are  feven  in 
number  ;  an  obfervatxon  which  inftantly  reminded  thefe  phi- 
lofophers  of  the  heptachord  or  feven-ft ringed  lyre.  You  well 
know  that  this  lyre  comprifes  two  tetrachords,  united  by  one 
common  found,  and  which,  in  the  diatonic  genus,  give  the 
following  feries  of  tones  :  Ji,  tit,  re,  mi,  fa%  fol9  la.  Let  us 
fuppofe  the  Moon  to  be  reprefeft ted  by  Ji,  Mercury  will  then 
be  reprefented  by  vt,  Venus  by  re,  the  Sun  by  mi,  Mars  by 
Jat' Jupiter  by  fol,  and  Saturn  by  la;  thus,  the  diftanee  of 
the  Moon  j£  to  Mercury  ut,  will  be  a,  femitone  j  that  of  Mer- 
cury ut  to  Venus  re,  will  be  a  tone ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  dif- 
tance  from- Venus  to  Mercury  will  be  double  that  of  Mer- 
cury to  the  Moon.  *  Such  was  the  firft  celeftial  lyre. 

Two  firings  were  afterwards  added,  to  defignate  the  inter- 
val between  the  Earth  and  the  Moon  '  and  the  diftanee  from 


*  Prior  to  Plato,  and  in  hit  time, 
Mercury,  Venus,  Man,  Jupiter  and 
Saturn,  were  underftood  by  the  word 
planet*. 
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Saturn  to  the  fixed  ftars.  The  two  tetrachords  comprifed  ia 
this  new  lyre  were  fometimes  fuppofed  disjunct,  and  ftrung 
according  to  the  chromatic  genus,  which  giv«s  proportions 
between  the  feries  of  tones,  different  from  thofe  of  the  dia- 
tonic.    Here  is  an  example  of  this  new  lyre  u.        . 

TIRST  TETRACHORD. 

From  the  parth  to  the  Moon  .  .  a  tone. 
From  the  Moon  to  Mercury  .  .  a  half  tone. 
From  Mercury  to  Venus  .  .  .  .  a  half  tone. 
From  Venus  to  the  Sun  .....  a  tone  and  a  half. 

SECOND   TETRACIXORD. 

9 

From  the  Sun  to  Mars a  tone. 

From  Mars  to  Jupiter a  half  tone. 

From  Jupiter  to  Saturn a  half  tone. 

From  Saturn  to  the  fixed  ftars  ...  a  tone  and  a  half. 

As  tfris  fcale  gives  feven  tones  inftead  of  fix,  which  com* 
pletes  the  oftave,  the  interval  from  Saturn  to  the  fixed  ftars1', 
and  that  from  Venus  to  the  Sun,  is  fometimes  diminiihed  by 
a  tone,  in  order  to  obtain  the  mod  perfect  of  confooances. 
Other  variations  have  been  introduced  into  the  fcale,  bj 
placing  the  Sun  below  k,  inftead  of  above,  Venus  and  Mer- 
cury. 

To  apply  thefe  proportions  to  the  diftanccs  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  each  tone  is  fuppofed  to  be  equivalent  to  126,090  ita- 
dia '  * ;  and  aftumrag  this  for  an  element,  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty in  meafuring  the  fpace  between  the  earth  and  the  ftarry 
heavens.  This  fpace  inpreafes  or  diminiibes  as  the  calculator 
is  more  or  lefs  attached  to  certain  harmonica!  proportions. 


i  Ccnfor.  de  Die  Nat.  cap.  13,  J      l  Plio.  lib.  2.  cap.  %j.  t^i.  t>.  S6. 
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In  the  preceding  fcale,  the  diftance  from  the  ftars  to  the  fun, 
and  that  of  the  fan  from  the  earth,  are  ia  the  ratio  of  a  fifth, 
or  of  three  tones  and  a  half}  but  according  to  another  efti- 
mate,  both  thefe  intervals  will  only  make  three  tones,  or 
three  times  I  *  6,000  ftadia  m. 

Euclid,  perceiving  that  I  hardly  liftened  to  him  with  pa- 
tience, faid  laughing,  You  are  not  fatisfied  ?  No,  anfwered 
I.  What,  mud  Nature  be  obliged  to  change  her  laws  in 
compliance  with  your  caprices  ?  Some  of  your  philefophers 
pretend  ihat  fire  is  purer  than  earth,  and  our  globe  for f ooth 
mufl  inftantly  refign  her  Ration,  and  remove  from  the  centre 
of  the  iiniverfe.  Should  other  theories  prefer  the  chromatic 
or  diatonic  genus  in  mufic,  the  celeftial  bodies  mud,  to  gra~ 
tify  them,  recede  from  or  approach  each  other.  In  what 
light  do  men  of  real  knowledge  view  fuch  extravagant  re- 
veries ?  Sometimes,  £aid  Euclid,  as  fports  of  the  imagina- 
tion tt ;  fometimes  as  the  only  refource  of  men,  who,  inftead 
of  ftudying  Nature,  attempt  to  guefe  at  her  operations.  As 
for  myfelf,  I  only  wifhed  to  (how  you  by  this  fpecimen,  that 
our  aftronomy  was  yet  in  its  infancy  in  the  days  of  our  fere- 
fathers  °  ;  nor  is  its  progrefs.  much  advanced  even  in  the  pre- 
fent  age.  But,  faid  I  to  him,  you  no  doubt  have  mathemar 
ticians  who  inceffantly  watch  over  all  the  revolutions  of  the 
planets,  and  endeavour  to  difcover  their  diftances  from  the  • 
earth  p  ;  you  have  certainly  had  fuch  obfervers  in  the  ear- 
lied  ages  :  what  has  become  of  the  fruit  of  all  their  la- 
hours? 

We  have,  it  mud  be  confefled,  anfwered  he,  long  rtafoued 
on  the  fubjeft ;  but  we  have  made  very  few  obfervatioos, 
and  dill  fewer  discoveries.  If  we  do  poflefs  fome  accqrate 
notions  refpedting  the  ccurfe  of  the  dars,  we  owe  them  to  the 
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Egyptians  and  Chaldean9  q,  who  taught  us  to  form  tables 
which  fix  the  periods  of  our  public  folemnities,  and  of  our 
ruftic  labours.  The  nations  1  hare  mentioned  are  thofe  who 
have  paid  attention  to  mark  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the  prin- 
cipal ftars,  the  points  of  the  folftices,  as  well  as  of  the  equi- 
noxes, and  prognoftics  which  denote  the  variations  of  tho 
weather r.  I  have  colle&ed  feveral  of  their  calendars,  fomc 
of  which  are  of  a  very  high  antiquity ;  others  contain  obfer- 
vations  not  applicable  to  our  climate.  A  Angular  circum- 
ftance  is  remarkable  in  them  all,  fehich  is,  that  they  do  not 
always  fix  the  folftitial  and  equinoctial  points  to  the  fame  de- 
gree of  the  fame  figns  of  the  zodiac  ;  an  error  which  arifes 
perhaps  from  fome  motions  in  the  ftars  hitherto  not  un~ 
derftood  *,  or  it  may  be  from  the  ignorance  of  the  obfervers. 

Our  aftronomers  have  been  employed  for  the  two  laft  cen- 
turies in  the  conftru&ion  of  thefe  tables.  Such  has  been  the 
employment  of  Cleoftratus  of  Tenedos,  who  made  his  obser- 
vation* on  Mount  Ida ;  of  Matricetas  of  Methymna,  on-  Mount 
-Lepetymna,;  of  Phainus,  the  Athenian,  on  Mount  Lycabet- 
tus r ;  -of  Dofytheus,  Eudemon  u,  Democritus  x,  and  others 
whom  it  is  unneceflary  to  name*  The  greateft  difficulty,  or 
rather  the  only  problem  they  had  to  folve,  was  to  bring  back 
our  feftivals  to  the  fame  feafons  and  terms  prescribed  by  ora- 
cles and  the  laws  ?•  For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceflary  to 
fix,  as  far  as  poffible,  the  precife  duration  both'  of  the  fdlar 
and  lunar  year,  and  fo  to  reconcile  them,  as  that  the  new 
moon;  which  regulate  our  folemnities  ihould  fall  near  the 
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cardinal  points  that  mark  the  commencement  of  the  fe«- 
fons.  v 

<  Various  unfuccefsful  attempts  prepared  the  way  for  the 
fuccefs  of  Meton  of  Athens.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  87th 
Olympiad*,  about  ten  years  before  the  beginning  of  the 
Peloponnefian  war  z,  Meton,  jointly  with  Eu&emon,  whom 
I  have  before  mentioned  *,  having  obferved  the  fummer  £oU 
ilice,  imagined  a  period  of  19  folar  years,  containing  235  lu- 
nations, and  in  which  the  fun  and  moon  returned  to  nearly 
the  fame  point  in  the  heavens* 

Notwithstanding  the  farcafms  of  the  comic  authors  b,  his 
labours0,  or  perhaps  his  plagiarifms,  were  crowned  with 
moil  fignal  fuccefs ;  I  fay  plagiarifms,  for  it  is  fuppofed  that 
he  had  found  this  period  already  in  ufe  among  nations  more 
verfed  in  aftronomy  than  we  then  were.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  Athenians  caufed  the  equino&ial  and  folftitial  points  to  be 
.fculptured  on  the  "walls  of  the  Pnyxd.  The  beginning  of 
their  year  corresponded,  before  this,  with  the  new  moon 
which  happens  after  the  winter  folftice ;  it  was  now  invari- 
ably fixed  to  that  which  follows  the  fummer  folftice  %  and  it 
was  not  until  this  time  that  their  archons  or  chief  magiftrates 
entered  into  office  f.  Nor  were  the  other  people  of  Greece, 
in  genera],  lefs  ready  to  adopt  the  invention  of  Meton  '  ;  it 
is  at  this  day  made  ufe  of  in  forming  the  tables,  which  are 
fufpended  on  columns  in  many  cities,  and  which  ferve  for 
nineteen  years  to  reprefent  in  fome  meafure  the  ftate  of  the 
heavens  and  the  hiftory  of  the  year :  for  the  points  at.  which 
the  feafons  commence  are  marked  on  them  for  each  year ;  as 
are  predi&ions  of  the  various  changes  of  the  air  for  every 
dayh. 


*  The  year  43a  before  Chrift.    See 
note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

„     2  Thucyd.lib.  a.  cap.  a. 

*  Ptolem.  Mago.  Conftmdt.  lib.  3. 
p.  63. 

b  Ariftoph.  in  Av,  ▼.  998. 

c  Arat.  in  Ai$rnp  p.  91.  Schol.  ibid. 

*  Philoch.  ap.  Schol,  Ariftoph.  ibid. 


JE\\zi\.  Var.  Hid.  lib.  10.  cap.  7. 
Suid.  in  Mic*r». 

e  Plat,  de  leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  767. 
Avien.  Arat.  Prognoft.  p.  114. 

f  Dodwel.  de  Cyd.  diiTert.  3.  {  35. 

S  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  I  a.  p.  94. 

h  Pheon.  Smyrn.  in  Arat.  Phaenotm 
p.  93.  Salmaf.  Excrc.  Plia.  p  74°« 
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Hitherto  the  obfervatiotis  of  the  Grecian  aftronomers  were 
limited  to  fixing  the  cardinal  points  and  the  riling  and  fettiag 
of  the  ftars  :  but  this  alone  defervfs  not  the  name  of  aftro- 
nomy ;  the  objeft  of  which  is,  by  long  observation,  to  at* 
tain  a  knowledge  of  the  revolutions  of  the  heavenly  bo- 
dies '• 

Eudoxus,  who  died  a  few  years  ago,  opened  a  new  field* 
A  long  refidence  in  Egypt  had  enabled  him  to  obtain  a  part 
of  the  fecrets  of  the  Egyptian  priefts  :  and  he  brought  home 
with  him  the  theory  of  the  planetary  motions  k,  which  he 
publilhed  in  feveral  of  his  works.  You  will  find  on  that 
fhelf  his  treatife  entitled  Mirror,  another  on  the  velocity  of 
the  celeftial  bodies  ',  another  on  the  circumference  of  the 
earth,  and  his  Phenomena m.  I  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  him  ;  but  he  never  fpoke  to  me  of  aftronomy  but  in  the 
language  of  enthufiafm.  I  could  wifli,  faid  he,  one  day,  to 
approach  near  enough  the  fun  to  be  certain  of  the  figure  and 
magnitude  of  that  luminary,  though  it  were  at  the  riik  of 
experiencing  the  fate  of  Phaeton  n. 

I  teflified  my  fur p rife  to  Euclid  that  the  Greeks,  pofleffed 
of  fo  much  genius  as  they  were,  fhould  be  obliged. to  go  in 
quell  of  information  to  diftant  countries.  Perhaps,  faid  he, 
we  are  not  endowed  with  the  talent  of  difcovery,  and  our  ex- 
cellence may  confift  in  embellefhing  and  improving  the  inven- 
tions of  others.  We  are  not  certain  but  imagination  may  be 
the  moft  potent  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  the  fciences.  Be- 
fides,  it  is  but  lately  that  we  have  turned  our  attention  to- 
wards the  heavens,  whilft  the  Egyptians  and  the  Chaldeans 
have  peifcvered  in  calculating  their  motions  for  an  incredible 
number  of  ages.  But  the  decifions  of  aftronomy  muft  be 
founded  on  obfer  vat  ions.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  other  fcien- 
ces, truth  arifcs  out  of,  a  multitude  of  errors,  and  perhaps  it 
i    ■  in ■  ■■' .  ■  ■  T . 

*  Epin.  ap.  Plat.  t.  ii.  p.  990.  I       m  Hipparcb,  ad  Phasnom.  in  Uranal. 

*  Sencc.  Quxft.  Nat.  lib.  7.  cap.  3.   |  p.  98. 

1  Siropl.  lib.  4.  p.  120.  fol.  verfo.      |       u  Plut.  t.  ii.  p.  1094. 
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is  better  that  it  ihould  be  preceded  by  them,  that,  afltamed  of 
their  defeat,  they  may  not  again  venture  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance. Muft  1,  in  fine,  to  gratify  your  curiofity,  betray 
the  fecret  of  our  vanity  ?  No  fooner  are  the  difcoveries  of 
other  nations  tranfplanted  into  Greece,  than  we  receive  them 
like  thofe  adopted  children  whom  we  treat  with  the  fame 
kindnefs  as  our  own  legitimate  offspring,  and  to  whom  we 
fometimes  give  the  preference. 

I  did  not  imagine,  faid  I,  that  it  was  permitted  to  extend 
fo  far  the  privilege  of  adoption  ;  but  from  whatever  fource 
you  have  your  knowledge,  may  1  be  permitted  to  requeft 
you  to  give  me  a  general  idea  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  your 
aftronomy  ?     ' 

Euclid  then  took  a  fphere,  and  reminded  me  of  the  ufe  of 
the  different  circles  of  which  it  was  compofed  :  he  fhowed  me 
a  celeftial  planifphere,  on  which  I  difcovered  the  principal 
ftars  diflributed  into  different  cancellations.  All  the  ftars, 
added  he,  revolve  in  the  fpace  of  one  day  from  eaft  to  weft, 
round  the  poles  of  the  world.  Befides  this  motion,  the  fun, 
the  moon,  and  the  five  planets,  have  another  which  carries 
them  from  weft  to  eaft  in  certain  intervals  of  time. 

The  fun  paffes  through  the  360  degrees  of  the  ecliptic  in 
one  year,  which  contains,  according  to  the  calculations  of 
Meton  °,  365  days  and  ^  of  a  day  *. 

Each  revolution  of  the  moon  contains  29  days,  12  hours, 
45  minutes.  The  twelve  lunations  confequently  give  354 
days,  and  fomething  more  than  the' third  of  a  day  p.  In  our 
civil,  which  is  the  fame  as  the  lunar  year,  we  negleft  this 
fra&ion,  and  fuppofe  only  12  months,  fome  of  30,  others  of 
49,  in  all  354  days.  We  next  make  our  civil  agree  with  our 
folar  year,  by  means  of  feven  intercalary  months,  which,  in 

Gcmm.  Elem.  Aftron.  ap.  Pctav.  I      *  See  note  at  the  tad,  of  the  to* 

\  lume. 


t.  lii  p.  13.  Cenfor  dc   Die  Nar.  cap 

1  xo  ct  13.  p.  j8  ct  6a, 


19.  Dodwei.  dc  Cycl.  diffcrt-  1.  p.  5.  j      ?  Petav.  de  D©<2.  Temp.  lib.  2.  cap. 

1  ~      ' 
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the  fpace  of  19  years;  we  add  to  the  3d,  5th,  8th,  nth,  13th, 
16th,  and  19th  years  q.  ' 

Yoti  hive  yet  faid  ndthing,  faid  I,  of  a  kind  of  year,  which 
being  iri  general  corhpofed  only  of  j6o  days,  is  fhortet  thail 
the  folar,  and  longer  than  the  lunar  one.  Yet  we  find  it  id 
ufe  aifcbng  the  moil  ancient  nations,  and  mentioned  m  your 
beft  authors  r :  Row  was  it  eflablifhed  ?  why  is  it  ftill  filter- 
ed to  fdbfift  •  ?  It  was  firft  ufed  by  the  Egyptians^  replied 
Euclid,  and  founded  on  the  annual  revolution  of  the  fun, 
which  they  at  firft  Aade  too  fliort1 ;  with  us  it  received  its 
origin  from  the  duration  of  twelve  lunations,  which  we  mad4 
all  equally  to  confift  of  30  days  u.  In  procefi  of  rime,  the 
Egyptians  added  5  days  and  6  hours  to  their  folar  year ;  and 
we,  by  retrenching  6  days  from  our  lunar  year,  reduced  it 
to  3 $4,  and  fometimes  to  355  days.  I  replied,  You  fhould 
have  laid  afide  this  kind  of  year  as  foon  as  you  had  difcover- 
ed  that  it  was  defective.  We  never  make  ufe  of  it,  faid  he, 
in  affairs  relative  to  the  adminift ration  of  the  ftafe*  or  the  in- 
terefts  of  individuals  On  lefs  important  occafions,  cuftoni 
fometimes  obliges  us  to  prefer  brevity  to  accuracy  of  cal- 
culation, and  no  perfon  is  deceived  by  it. 

I  omit  the  queftions  which  I  propofed  to  Euclid  refpefiing 
the  calendar  of  the  Athenians,  and  fhall  only  delate  what  hu 
faid  to  me  concerning  the  divifibns  of  the  day.  We  learned 
from  the  Babylonians,  refufned  he,  to  divide  the  day  into 
twelve  parts  x,  varying  in  length  according  to  the  difference 
of  the  feafoas.  Thefe  parts  or  hours,  which  name  we  now 
begin  to  give  them  y,  are  marked,  for  every  month,  on  dials, 
with  the  length  of  the  fhadow  correfponding  to  each  of  them  *. 


*  Dodwel.  de  Cycl.  diffirt.  i/§  3$- 
1  rierodot.  lib.  X.  cap.  3  a. 

*  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  6.  cap. 
20.  t.  i.  d.  877.  Plm.  lib.  54.  cap.  6. 
*.  if.  p.  644. 

*  Hcrodot.  lib   T.  cap.  4. 
u  Petav.  de  Do&.  Temp.  lib.  I.  cap. 

Vol.  II.  a 


6  et  7.  Doctarel  Aid.  §  l£ 
x  Herodof!.  Hb.  a.  cap.  109. 
y  Xenoph.  JVfemor  hb.  4.  n.  8co. 
1  fccalig.  de  Emend.  Temp.   h\   t. 

p.  .5.  Pctav.Var.Diflfeit,  Kb.  7.  r:o  9. 

t.  iil.  p.  145. 
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You  know  that,  for  any  given  month,  the  (had*  of  the  gno- 
mon, when  a  cei tain  number  of  feet  in  length,  gives  fuch  or 
fuch  a  time  of  day  before  or  after  noon  * ;  and  that  when  any 
bufinefs  is  fixed  for  the  morning  or  evening,  we  appoint  the 
time  by  referring  to  the  tenth  or  twelfth  foot  of  the  fliadow  a> 
and  this  is  the  origin  of  the  expreffion ;  What  ihade  is  it b  ? 
You  know  likewife  that  our  flaves  are  fent  from  time  to  time 
to  confult  the  public  dial,  to  inform  us  of  the  hour  c.  Howev- 
er fimple  this  mode  may  be,  attempts  are  making  to  procure 
us  a  more  commodious  method,  and  artifts  have  already  be- 
gun to  invent  and  make  portable  dials  d. 

Though  the  cycle  of  Meton  be  more  accurate  than  any 
preceding  one,  our  modern  aftronomers  have  di (covered  that 
it  (lands  in  need  of  correction.  Eudoxus  has  proved,  after 
the  Egyptians,  that  the  folar  year  coniifls  of  365  J  days,  and 
is  confequently  fhorter  than  that  of  Meton  by  the  TV  of  a 
day  c. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  at  the  time  of  the  folftices,  the 
fun  does  not  rife  precifely  in  the  fame  point  of  the  horizon  f ; 
from  whence  it  has  been  concluded,  that  he  has  a  latitude,  as 
well  as  the  moon  and.  planets  * ;  and  that  in  his  annual  revo- 
lution he  deviates  on  each  fide,  of  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic, 
which  is  inclined  to  the  equator,  in  an  angle  of  about  24  de- 
grees h. 

The  planets  have  celerities  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  un- 
equal years  f.     Eudoxus,  on  his  return  from  Egypt,  threw 


*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  to- 
lume. 

a  Ariftoph.  In  Ecclcf.  v.  648.  Me- 
nand.  ap.  At  ben.  1.  6.  cap.  ic.  p.  243. 
Cafanb.  ibid.  Eubul.  ap.  Athcn.  lib. 
1 .  cap*  7.  p.  8.  Hefych  in  A*2i«.  Id. 
ct  Suid.  in  Ami*.   Poll.  lib.  6.  cap.  8. 

S  44. 

b  Ariftoph.  ap.  Pell.  lib.  9.  cap  5. 
p.  46. 

c  Athcn.  lib.  9.  cap.  17.  p.  406. 
Cafaub.  ibid.  Euftath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  34. 
p.  1 349.    Hefych.  in  nifAr^. 

d  Athcn.  lib.  4.  cap.  17.    p.  163. 


Cafaub.  ibid.  Paciaud.  Monum.    Pc- 
lopon.  t.  i.  p.  30. 

c  Gemin.  £lem.  Afiron.  ap.  Petar. 
t.  iit.  p.  93.  Strab.  lib.  17.  p.  806. 
Bailljr.  Hift.  de   l'Aftron.  Ancien.  p. 

•«37- 

f  Sim  pi.  de  Coclo.  lib.  a.  p  110. 

5  Ariftot.  Mctaph.  lib.  14.  p.  IOOI. 

h  Eudem  Rhod.  ap.  Fabric.  Biblioth. 
Grxc.  t.  ii.  p.  377.  Bailly,  Hid.  de 
l'Aftron.  Anc.  p.  34*  et  466. 

i  Tin.  lx>cr.  ap.  Flat.  p.  97.  Plat. 
in  Tim.  p.  39. 
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new  light  on  the  periods  of  their  revolutions  k.  Mercury  and 
Venus  complete  theirs  in  the  fame  time  with  the  fun,  Mars 
finifhes  bis  in  two  years,  Jupiter  in  twelve,  and  Saturn  his 
in  thirty  !. 

The  ftars  which  wander  in  the  zodiac  have  no  motion  of 
themfelves,  but  are  carried  along  by  the  fuperior  fpheres,  or 
by  thofe  to  which  they  are  attached10.  Aflfonomers  former- 
ly admitted  of  but  eight  of  thefe  fpheres  ;  that  of  the  fixed 
ftars,  and  thofe  of  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  five  planets  B. 
Thefe  have  been  multiplied  fince  motions  have  been  difcover- 
ed  in  the  celefiial  bodies  which  had  hitherto  efcaped  obferva- 
tion. 

I  (hall  not  obferve  to  you,  that  it  is  fuppofed  the  ftars  mull 
neceffarily  move  in  circles  °,  folely  becaufe  the  "circle  is  the 
moll  perfeft  of  figures  :  this  would  be  inftru&ing  you  in  the 
opinions  of  men,  and  not  in  the  laws  of  nature. 

The  moon  borrows  her  light  from  the  fun p ;  fhe  hides 
from  us  that  luminary,  when  fhe  is  between  him  and  us  ;  and 
fhe  lofes  her  own  light  when  we  are  between  her  and  him  q. 
Eclipfes  of  the  fun  and  moon  no  longer  terrify  the  people, 
fince  our  aftronomers  are  now  able  to  predift  them. 

It  is  demonftrated  in  aftronomy,  that  fome  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  are  larger  than  the  earth r ;  but  I  know  not  whether 
the  diameter  of  the  fun  be  nine  times  greater  than  that  of  the 
moon,  as  Eudoxus  has  afierted  *•  I  afked  Euclid  why  comets 
were  not  claffed  in  the  number  of  planets  or  wandering  ftars* 
They  are,  replied  he,  by  many  philofophers ;  among  others, 


k  Scnec.  Qureft.  Nat.  lib.  7.  cap.  3. 
•1  Arift.  ap.  Simp],  p.  120.  fol.  vcrf. 
De  Mund.  ap.  Ariftot.  t.  i.  p.  612. 

m  Id.  de  Coelo,  lib.  2.  cap.  8.  t.  i. 
p.  461. 

n  Tim.  Locr.  de  Anim.  ap.  Plat.  t. 
iii,  p.  96. 

0  Sim  pi.  de  Calo,  p.  120. 

p  Pythag  ap.  Diop.  L,acrt.  lib.  8. 
{ 47.    ParmcB.  ap.  Pint,    in  Color. 


t.  ii.  p.  1 1 16.  Anaxag.  ap.  Plat,  in 
Crat.  t.  i.  p.  409.  Id.  de  Rep.  lib.  10. 
t.  ii.  p.  616. 

q  Ariftot.  de  Coelo,  lib.  a.  cap.  13. 
t.  I  p.  466. 

r  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1.  Id.  Meteor,  cap. 
3.  t.  i.  p.5»9- 

8  Archim  in  Aran.  p.  451.  Bailljr, 
Hift.  de  l'Aftron.  Auc.  p.  238. 

Nij 
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Anaxagoras,  Dcroocritus,  and  certaia  Pythagoreans  * :  but 
the  hypothefis  does  more  honour  to  their  ingenuity  than  their 
fcience ;  the  grofs  errors  it  involves  fufficiently,  prove  that 
it  is  not  the  fruit  of  obfer  nation,  Anaxagoras  and  Democri- 
tus  fuppofe  that  a  comet  is  no  other  than  two  planets  which 
by  their  contiguity  feem  to  form  only  one  body  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter adduces  as  a  proof  of  this,  that  when  they  feparate, 
they  continue  to  fhine  in  tfye  heavens,  and  prefent  to  view 
ftars  before  unknown  to  us*  As  for  the  Pythagoreans,  they 
fcera  to  admit  only  of  one  comet,  which  appears  at  intervals, 
after  having  been  fome  time  abforbed  in  the  rays  of  the 
funu. 

But  what  will  yon  reply,  faid  I,  to  the  Chaldeans  *  and 
Egyptians  yp  who  are  indifputably  very  accurate  obfervers  ? 
Do  not  they  both  concur  in  admitting  the  periodical  return 
of  comets  ?  Among  the  Chaldean  aftronomers,  (aid  he,  fbme 
boaft  a  knowledge  of  their  courfe,  others  confider  them  as 
vortices,  which  take  fire  by  the  rapidity  of  their  motion  *• 
The  opinion  of  the  former  can  only  be  an  hypothefis,  fince  it 
fuffers  that  of  the  latter  to  fubfift. 

If  the  Egyptian  aftronomers  have  entertained  the  fame  idea, 
they  have  concealed  it  as  a  myftery  from  fucb  of  our  philo- 
ibphers  as  have  confulted  them.  Eudoxns  has  never  faid  a 
word  of  it,  either  in  converfation,  or  in  his  works  *.  Is  it 
probable  that  the  Egyptian  priefts  would  have  exclufively 
xeferved  to  themfelves  the  knowledge  of  the  path  of  comets  ? 

I  proposed  feveral  other  queftions  to  Euclid,  and  learned 
from  him  that  the  aftronomers  were  divided  on  almoft  all  of 
them,  confequently  pofiefled  but  little  certain  knowledge5.  I 
interrogated  him  refpe&ing  the  Milky  Way :  he  told  me  that, 
according  to  Anaxagoras,  it  was  a  collection  of  ftars,  whofe 


c  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  I.  cap*  6.  t. 
r-  P-  534*  Plot.  dc  Flu.  Pbilof.  lib  > 
cap.  2.  p.  893. 

u    d.  ibid. 

*  Scaec.  QujtO.  Mat.  lib.  ;.  cap.  3. 


Stob.  Edog  Phyf.  lib.  a.  p.  63. 
y  Diod.  Sic.  ltbi.  1.  p.  73. 
z  Scncc.  ibid. 

*  8ei.cc.  Qu«ft.  Nat.  lib,  %  cap.  3. 
b  Stob.  £ck>g.  Phyf.  lib.  1.  p.  6a. 
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light  was  partially  obfcured  by  the  lhadow  of  the  earth,  as  if 
this  ihadow  could  reach  the  ftars  ;  that,  according  to  Demo- 
critus,  there  exifts  in  that  part  of  the  heavens  a-  multitude 
of  very  minute  ftars  near  to  each  other,  which,  by  mingling 
their  feeble  rays,  produce  that  whitifli  glimmering  which  we 
obferve  there  c. 

After  long  travelling  in  the  Iky,  we  returned  to  the  earth* 
I  obferved  to  Euclid  that  we  had  not  brought  back  with  us 
many  important  truths  after  fo  long  a  journey  :  we  fhall  be 
more  fortunate,  no  doubt,  continued  I,  by  confining  ourfelvefc 
to  the  globe  we  inhabit ;  for  men  muft  certainly  be  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  the  place  of  their  refidence. 

Euclid  afked  me  how  fo  ponderous  a  mafs  as  the  earth  could 
maintain  its  equilibrium  in  air  ?  I  have  never  attended  to 
this  difficulty,  anfwered  I.  It  is  the  fame  with  the  earth, 
perhaps,  as  with  the  ftars  and  planets.  But,  faid  he,  pre- 
cautions have  been  taken  to  hinder  them  from  falling,  by  at- 
taching them  to  fpheres  extremely  folid,  but  as  tranfpareiit 
as  cryftal:  thefe  fpheres  turn,  and  the  heavenly  bodies  re- 
volve with  them ;  but  we  fee  nothing  around  us  by  which 
the  earth  can  be  fufpended.  Why  therefore  does  it  not  plunge 
into  the  depth  of  the  furrounding  fluid  ?  Some  fay  the  reafon 
is,  becaufe  it  is  not  on  every  fide  environed  by  air.  The 
earth  is  like  a  mountain,  the  foundations  or  roots  of  which 
extend  therafelves  into  the  infinite  profundity  of  fpace  d.  We 
occupy  the  fnmmit  of  this  mountain,  and  may  deep  on  it  in 
fafety. 

Others  flatten  the  tinder  par*  of  it,  that  it  may  reft  on  * 
greater  number  of  columns  of  air,  or  float  upon  the  waters. 
Bnt  in  the  firft  place  it  is  almoft  proved  to  be  of  a  fpherical 
form  c.     Befides,  if  we  make  choice  of  air  to  fuftain  it,  that 

c  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  I  cap.  8.  t.  i.  1 1.  i  p.  467. 
P-  5j8.  'Plot,  de  FJac.  Phibf.   lib.   3.  |      c  ('.  Meteor.  1  b  %  cap.  7.  t.  i  f>. 
cap.  1. 1.  ii  p.  893.  I  5^6.  Id.  de  Ccelo.  iib.  a.  cap.  I4.t.  j» 

d  Ariftot,  dcCxlo.  lib.  *.*ap.  13-  |  p*  47'* 
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is  too  weak ;  if  of  water,  it  may  be  aiked  what  does  that 
reft  upon  f  ?  Our  natural  philosophers  have  latciy  difcovered 
a  more  Ample  method  of  calming  our  apprehenfions.  By  vir- 
tue of  a  general  law,  fay  they,  all  heavy  bodies  tend  towards 
one  given  point,  which  point  is  the  centre  of  the  univerfo 
the  centre  of  the  earth  *•  All  the  conftituent  parts  of  the 
earth,  therefore,  inftead  of  flying  off  from  this  centre,  are 
continually  preffing  againft  each  other  to  approach  it  h. 

Hence  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
globe,  and  particularly  thofe  named  Antipodes  l,  may  adhere 
to  it  without  difficulty,  whatever  po  fit  ion  we  affign  them. 
And  do  you  really  believe,  fafd  I,  that  there  are  men  with 
their  feet  oppofite  to  ours  ?  On  that  fubjeft  I  know  not  what 
to  fay,  anfwered  he.  Though  feveral  authors  have  given  us 
defcriptions  of  the  earth  k,  it  is  certain  that  no  man  has  ever 
yet  travelled  over  it,  and  that  our  knowledge  is  confined  to  a 
very  inconfiderable  portion  of  its  furface.  It  is  impoffible  to 
refrain  from  laughter,  when  we  hear  focne  philofophers  ad- 
vance, without  the  fmalleft  proof,  that  the  earth  is  every 
where  furrounded  by  the  ocean,  and  that  Europe  is  as  large 
as  Afia  l. 

When  I  inquired  of  Euclid  what  were  the  countries  known 
to  the  Greeks,  he  wiflied  to  refer  me  to  the  hiftorians  I  had 
read  ;  but  I  urged  him  with  fo  much  earn  eft  nefs,  that  he  at 
length  continued  as  follows  :  Pythagoras  and  Thales  firft  di- 
vided the  heavens  into  five  zones  5  two  frozen,  two  temperate, 
and  one  extending  to  a  certain  diftancc  on  each  fide  of  the 
equator m.  In  the  laft  century,  Parmenides  transferred  the 
fame  divifion  to  the  earth  n  ;  it  is  marked  on  the  fphere  you 
have  before  you. 


f  Id  de  Coelo.  ibid.  p.  467. 

S  Ariflot.  de  Colo.  lib.  a.  cap.  14. 
t.  i.  p.  470. 

h  Plat  in  Phsedon.  t.  i.  p.  Z09. 

i  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  3.  cap.  *4j  lib, 
8.  cap.  36. 


*  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  r.  cap.  13.  u 
«.  I>.  545. 

i  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  ft  et  56.    . 
m  Stob.  Eclog.  Phyf  lib.  x.  p.  53. 
n  Strab.  lib.  1,  p.  94. 
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Men  can  only  fubfift  on  a  fmail  part  of  the  furface  of  the 
terraqueous  globe,  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  not  allow- 
ing them  to  inhabit  the  regions  near  the  poles,  or  thofe  ad- 
joining  to  the  equinoftial  line  ° ;  they  have  multiplied  only 
in  temperate  climates :  but  many  geographical  maps  have  er- 
roneoufly  given  a  circular  form  to  the  portion  of  the  earth 
which  they  occupy ;  the  habitable  world  ftretches  to  a  much 
lefs  diftance  from  fouth  to  north,  than  from  eaflf  to  weft  *. 

To  the  north  of  the  Euxine  fea  we  find  the  Scythian  na- 
tions ;  fome  of  which  cultivate  the  earth,  and  others  wander 
over  their  vaft  domains.  The  countries  (till  farther  are  in- 
habited by  different  nations  and  tribes,  and  among  others  by 
the  anthropophagi.  .  .  •  Who  are  not  Scythians,  faid  I  haftily. 
I  know  it,  replied  he  5  and  our  hiftorians  have  properly  diC- 
tinguifhed  them  from  them  *•  Beyond  this  barbarous  people, 
we  fuppofe  there  are  immenfe  deferts  r. 

To  the  eaft,  the  conquefts  of  Darius  have  made  us  ac- 
quainted with  the  nations  which  reach  as  far  as  the  Indus.  It 
is  faid  that  beyond  that  river  there  is  another  country  as  ex- 
tenfive  as  all  the  reft  of  Afia  '.  It  is  India,  a  very  fmall  part 
of  which  is  fubje&  to  the  kings  of  Perfia,  who  annually  draw 
from  it  a  considerable  tribute  in  gold  duft  '.  Of  the  remainder 
we  have  no  knowledge. 

Towards  the  north-caft,  beyond  the  Cafpian  fea,  dwell  fe- 
veral  nations,  the  names  of  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
us,  with  the  additional  circumftance  that  fome  ot  them  fleep 
fix  months  together  u,  that  others  have  only  one  eye  x,  and 
others  again  the  feet  of  goats  y  ;  you  will  judge  from  thefe 
ftories  of  our  geographical  knowledge. 


0  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  *.  cap,  5.  t. 
i.  p.  56*.  Diojen.  tV.  Anaxag.  ap. 
5tob.  Eclog.  Fhyf.  lib.  I.  p.  34. 

P  Ariftor.  ibid. 

4  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  1 8. 

f  Id,  ibid  cap.  J  7. 


8  Ctefiat  ap.  Strab.  lib.  Tj.  p.  680, 
t  Herodot.  lib.  3.  cap.  94. 
u  Id.  lib.  4.  cap.  aj. 
*  (d.  lib.  3.  cap  n6, 
?  Id.  lib.  4.  cap.  35. 
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To  the  veil  ward,  we  hare  penetrated  as  far  as  the  pillars 
of  Hercules,  and  have  a  confufed  ide$  of  the  nations  inha- 
biting the  coafts  of  Iberia ;  but  to  the  interior  pares  of  the 
country  we  are  utter  ftrangers  z.  Qeyond  thefe  pillars  is  a 
fea,  called  the  Atlantic,  which,  from  appearances,  extends  as 
far  as  the  eaftern  parts  of  India1;  it  is  frequented  only  by 
the  {hips  of  Tyre  and  Carthage,  which  are  afraid  e,ven  to 
yenture  out  of  light  of  land  ;  for  after  palling  the  ft  rait,  fome 
defpend  towards  the  fouth,  and  fail  along  the  coafts  of  Africa ; 
others  turn  to  the  northward,  and  go  to  barter  their  mer- 
chandife  for  the  tin  of  the  Caffiterides  iflands,  the  ppfition  of 
which  is  unknown  to  the  Greeks  b. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  extend  geography  to 
the  fouthward.  It  is  pretended  that,  by  order  of  Nechos,  who 
reigned  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  Egypt,  fome 
vcflels,  manned  with  Phoenicians,  took  their  departure  from 
the  Arabian  gulf,  made  the  circuit  of  Africa,  and  returned, 
after  a  voyage  of  two  years,  tp  Egypt,  by  the  (traits  of 
Cadir  * c.  It  ;s  further  alleged,  that  other  navigators  have 
doubled  this  part  of  the  world  d  ;  but  thefe  enterprifes,  fup- 
pofing  the  accounts  we  have  of  them  to  be  true,  have  been 
no  farther  profecuted.  Commerce  was  unable  to  repeat  fuch 
long  and  dangerous  voyages,  in  the  hope  of  precarious  ad- 
vantage. Merchants  have  fince  contented  themfelves  with 
frequenting  the  eaftern  and  weftern  coafts  of  Africa;  and*  on. 
the  latter  the  Carthaginians  have  eftabliflicd  a  considerable 
number  of  colonies  e.  As  for  the  interior  parts  of  that  vaft 
country,  we  have  heard  of  a  route  that  entirely  croffes  it 


*  Strab.  lib.  f .  p.  93. 

a  AriAot.  de  Ccelo.  lib.  ft.  cap.  14. 
p.  47*- 

&  Herftdot.  lib.  3.  cap.  IIJ.  Mem. 
del*  Acad,  des  B#U  Later,  u  zia.  p. 
Ij8. 

*  The  modern  Cadis* 


c  Id.    lib.    4.  cap.  40.    Mem.  de 
I'Acad.  des  BclJ.   J-cttr.  t.  xxviii.  p. 

3°9- 

d  Strab.  lib.  a.  p.  98. 

e  Hann.  Ptripl.  p.  ft.  Scyl.  Ca- 
ryatid, p.  53.  ap.  Geograph.  Mia.  t-  j. 
.  Strab.  lib.  1.  p.  48. 
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from  the  city  of  Thebes  in  Egypt  to  the  pillars  of  Hercules  f. 
It  is  afferted  liltewife  that  feveral  great  nations  e*ift  in  that 
part  of  the  earth  j  but,  we  are  oot  told  their  name? ;  aod  you 
will  naturally  imagine,  after  what  I  have  bid,  that  they  do 
not  iahabit  the  torrid  zone. 

Our  mathematicians  pretend  that  the  circumference  of  the 
earth  contains  four  hundred  thoufand  ftadia  • :  I  know  net 
whether  this  eftimate  be,  juft,  but  I  am  very  fare  that  we  an 
fcarcely  acquainted  with  one  quarter  of  that  circumference. 


CHAP.    XXXII. 

Ariftippus. 

The  day  following  my  convention  with  Euclid,  it  was  re- 
ported that  Afiftippus  of  Cyrene,  whom  I  had  never  feen* 
was  juft  arrived  at  Athens,  After  the  death  of  his  matter 
Socrates,  he  travelled  into  different  countries  where  be  ofa* 
taincd  the  mod  illuftrious  reputation  h.  Many  confidered  him 
as  an  innovator  in  philofogjiy,  and  accufed  him  of  attempting 
to  eftahlifh  a  monftrous  alliance  between  virtue  and  veluptu* 
oufnefs $  yet  he  was  every  where  fpoke*  of  as  a  man  of  fu* 
perior  underftandiqg. 

No  fooner  was  he  arrived  than  he  opened  hia  fchool l ;  I  in- 
troduced myfelf  among  the  crowd ;  and  in  a  private  convert 
fation  which  I  had  with  him,  he  g^ve  me  nearly  the  follow* 
ing  account  of  his  fyftem  and  his  conduft  *. 

When  young,  the  reputation  of  Socrates  drew  me  to  hear 
him x,  and  the  fublimity  of  his  do&rine  retained  me  near  hia 
perfon ;  Init  as  it  exa&ed  facrifices  of  which  I  found  my|etf 

*      S  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  i8f.  Mem.  •      »  Id.  in  iEfchin.  lib.  a.  J  6%, 

de  l'Acad.  dee  Bell.   Uttr.  t.  nviii.  *  McftStee  ia  AriAipp.  Brack.  Hift« 

p.  303.  Philof  t    i.  p.  584.     Mem.  de  1'A.ca- 

£  *  Ariftot.  de  Cceio.  lib.  a.  cap-   14.  dem.  dt*s  Bell.  JLettr- 1.  ztri.  p.  1. 

t.  i.,p.  472.  1  Phat.  de  Coriof.  t.  li.  p.  5x6.  Dfo* 

fc  Diogen.  Laert.  in  \rifttpp.  lib.  %.  gen.  J*aert.  in  Ariftipp.  lib.  a.  $  6j« 

j  79,  &c*  Vitrur.  in  Prarf.  I  6,  p.  103.  i 
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incapable,  I  conceived  that,  without  deviating  from  his  prin- 
ciples, I  might  difcover  a  more  commodious  path  within  my 
reach,  by  which  I  might  attain  the  fummit  of  all  my  wifhes.. 

He  would  frequently  fay  to  us,  that  as  we  are  unable  to 
comprehend  the  eflence  and  qualities  of  things  external  to 
us,  we  are  continually  liable  to  miftake  good  for  evil,  and 
evil  for  good  m.  This  refleftion  aft  on  i  filed  my  indolent  mind ; 
placed  between  the  objefts  of  my  hopes  and  fears,  I  was  ob- 
liged to  make  a  choice,  without  having  it  in  my  power  to 
confide,  either  in  the  appearances  of  thefe  objefts,  from  their 
uncertainty,  or  in  the  teftimony  of  my  fenfes,  which  are  fo 
deceitful. 

I  examined  my  own  mind,  and  was  (truck  with  that  pro- 
penfity  to  pleafure,  and  that  averfion  to  pain,  which  Nature 
had  implanted  in  my  heart,  as  infallible  and  manifeft  tokens 
to  fignify  to  me  her  intentions  n.  For  if  thefe  affe&ions  be 
criminal,  why  has  Ihe  bellowed  them  on  me  ?  If  they  be 
not,  why  would  they  not  ferve  to  direft  me  in  my  choice  ? 

I  had  juft  feen,  it  may  be,  a  pifture  of  Parrhafius,  or  heard 
an  air  of  Timotheus :  Was  it  neceffary  to  know  wherein 
colours  and  founds  coniift,  to  juftify  the  delight  I  had  expe- 
rienced0 ?  and  might  I  not  juftly  conclude  that  this  mufic  and 
this  painting  poflefled,  for  me  at  leaft,  real  merit  ? 

Thus  did  I  accuftom  myfelf  to  judge  of  all  obje&s  by  the 
impreffions  of  joy  or  forrow  which  they  made  upon  my  mind, 
to  feek  as  ufeful  fuch  as  procured  me  agreeable  fenfations  p> 
and  to  avoid  as  injurious  whatever  produced  a  contrary  ef- 
feft.  But  remember,  that  while  I  exclude  both  the  fenfa- 
tions which  afflift  the  foul,  and  thofe  which  tranfport  it  be- 
yond itfelf,  I  make  happinefs  folely  to  coniift  in  a  feries  of 
pleafing  emotions,  which  agitate  without  fatiguing  it;  and 


m  Xenopb,  Mcmor.  lib,  3.  p.  777 ;  I      °  Ciccr.  Acad.  t.  ii.  p.  a.  cap.  24. 
lib.  4.  p.  798.    Plat,  in  Men.  t.  ii.  p.  I  32. 
28*  I      p  Diogen.  Laexc.  in  Ariitip.  lib.  a. 

*  Diogen.  Ariftipp.  lib.  %.  §  88.      1  §w8$. 
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that  to  exprefs  the  charms  of  fuch  a  fituation,  I  call  it  plea- 
fureq. 

Taking*  for  the  rule  of  my  conduct  this  internal  feeling, 
thefe  two  fpecies  of  emotions  I  have  mentioned,  I  refer  every 
thing  to  felf :  I  am  connected  with  the  reft  of  the  univerfe  by 
the  fole  tie  of  perfonal  intereft,  and  conftitute  my  felf  the  cen- 
tre and  ftandard  of  all  things  r ;  but,  however  illuftrious  this 
ftation,  I  cannot  remain  in  it  in  peace,  unlefs  I  adapt  myfelf 
to  the  circumftances  of  time,  place,  and  perfons  \  As  I  wilh 
not  to  be  pained  either  by  regret  or  inquietude,  I  banifli  far 
from  me  the  ideas  of  the  pad  and  future  c  ;  I  live  entirely  for 
the  prefent  u  :  when  I  have  exhaufted  the  pleafures  of  one 
climate,  I  fly  to  reap  a  frefh  harveft  in  another.  Yet,  though 
a  ftranger  to  all  nations1,  I  am  the  enemy  of  none:  I  enjoy 
their  advantages,  and  I  refpeft  their  laws  ;  but  even  did  no 
fuch  laws  exift,  a  philofopher  would  be  careful  not  to  difturb 
public  order  by  the  novelty  and  boldnefs  of  his  maxims,  or 
by  the  irregularity  of  his  conduct  r. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  communicate  to  you  my  fecret,  and 
lay  open  to  you  that  of  almoft  all  men.  The  focial  duties 
appear  to  me  to  be  no  more  than  a  continual  feries  of  ex- 
changes. I  do  nothing  without  looking  for  an  advantageous 
return  :  I  make  a  commerce  of  my  genius  and  knowledge, 
of  my  attention  and  complaifance  ;  I  do  no  injury  to  my  fel- 
low creatures  ;  I  refpeft  them  when  I  ought ;  I  render  them 
fervices  when  I  can  ;  I  leave  them  in  poffeffion  of  all  their 
claims,  and  I  excufe  their  weaknefies.  Nor  are  they  un* 
grateful;  my  principle  in  this  commerce  is  always  repaid 
me  with  ample  intereft. 

I  have  thought  it  proper,  however,  to  banifli  thofe  forms 
which  are  ftyled  delicacy  of  fentiment,  and  greatnefs  of  con* 


q  Cicer.  dc  Fin.  lib.  4.  cap.  6    t. 
ii.  p.  107. 

r  DiogcD.  Lacrt.  in  Ariftip.  lib.  2. 

$95- 

•  Id.  ibid    66.  Horat.  lib.  z.  cpift, 
17.  ▼.  »3- 


*  Athen.  lib.  n.  cap.  II.  p.  544.   ■ 
,  u  ^lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib  14.  cap.  6. 

x  Xcnoph.  Mcmor.  lib.  3.  p.  736- 
y  Diogcn.  Lacrt.  in  Ariftip.  Ub.  V 
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do&.  I  tad  difciples,  and  I  required  pay  from  them :  the 
Socratic  fcbool  was  aftoniihed  at  this  *,  and  exclaimed  loud- 
ly, without  perceiving  that  it  thus  attacked  the  liberty  of 
commerce* 

The  firft  time  I  appeared  before  Dionyfius,  king  of  Syra- 
cufe,  he  aiked  me  what  brought  me  to  his  court*  I  anfwer- 
ed,  The  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  exchange  your  favours 
for  my  knowledge,  my  wants  for  yours  a.  He  accepted  the 
bargain,  and  prefently  .diftioguifhed  me  from  the  other  phi- 
losophers at  his  court b. 

I  here  interrupted  Ariftippus.  Is  it  true,  faid  I9  that  this 
preference  drew  on  you  their  hatred  ?  I  know  not,  replied 
he,  whether  they  experienced  that  painful  fentiment :  as  for 
me,  my  heart  is  Heeled  againft  it.  as  well  as  againft  other 
violent  paffions,  more  fatal  to  thofe  who  give  way  to  then* 
than  to  the  perfoos  who  are  their  objects  c.  I  never  envied 
any  thing  but  the  death  of  Socrates  d ,  and  I  took  no  other  no- 
tice of  one  who  infulted  and  endeavoured  to  irritate  me,  thaat 
coolly  to  fay  to  him :  I  withdraw  ;  for  if  you  poffefs  the  pow- 
er of  uttering  ill  language,  it  is  in  my  power  not  tp 
hear  it  e. 

And  in  what  light,  faid  I,  do  you  view  friendfiiip  ?  Ae 
the  moft  fublime  and  the  mod  dangerous  of  the  gifts  of  hea- 
ven, anfwered  he :  its  enjoyments  are  delicious,  its  viciffi- 
tudes  tremendous ;  and  ought  a  wife  man  to  expofe  himfelf 
to  loffes,  the  bitternefs  of  which  would  empoifon  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  ?  You  will  learn  from  the  two  following  anec- 
dotes with  what  moderation  I  gave  way  to  this  fentiment. 

I  was  in  the  ifland  of  yfcgina,  when  1  learned  that  my  dear 
mafter  Socrates  was  condemned  ;  that  he  was  in  prifon  5  that 
the  execution  was  delayed  for  a  month  ;  and  that  his  difciples 


2  Id.  ibid.  $  65. 

a  Id.  ibid.  5  77.     Horat.  Epift.  17. 
lib.  x.  v.  10. 
»  Id.  ibid.  {  66. 
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were  permitted  to  vifit  him  f.  If  it  had  been  in  my  power 
to  have  freed  him  from  his  chains,  I  would  have  flown  to  his 
affiftanee ;  but  I  could  do  nothing  for  him,  fo  I  remained  at 
JBgina.  This  is  a  confequence  of  mj  principles  ;  when  the 
misfortune  of  my  friend  is  irremediable,  I  fpare  myfelf  the 
pain  of  feeing  him  fuffer. 

1  had  formed  an  intimacy  with  iEfchiocs*  who,  like  my* 
fel£,  was  a  difciple  of  that  great  man.  I  loved  him  for  has 
virtues  ;  perhaps  too,  becaufe  he  owed  me  obligations  *,  and 
preferred  me  even  to  Plato  h.  Some  difference  happened  be* 
tween  us.  What  is  become,  faid  fome  one  to  me,  of  your 
mutual  friendship  ?  It  fleepeth,  replied  I ;  but  it  is  in  my 
power  to  awaken  it.  I  went  to  JEfchines :  We  have  been 
fo'diih,  faid  I  to  him ;  clo  you  think  me  fo  incorrigible  as 
not  to  merit  pardon  ?  Ariftippus,  anfwered  he,  you  furpab 
me  in  every  thing :  it  is  I  Who  am  in  the  wrong,  and  you  are 
the  fixft  to  make  advances  ■•  We  embraced  each  other,  and 
I  got  rid  of  the  little  uneafinefs  our  coolnefs  had  eccafioned. 

If  I  miftake  not,  rejoined  I,  it  follows  from  your  fyftedt 
that  we  fhould  admit  of  convenient  intimacies,  and  baniih 
that  friendfliip  which  renders  us  fo  fufceptible  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  others.  Banifli  !  replied  he,  hcfitating.  Beit  fo  !  I 
ihall  fay  with  the  Phaedra  of  Euripides,  It  is  you  who  hove 
pronounced  the  word,  not  i  k. 

Ariftippus  knew  that, the  Athenians  had  been  prepoflefled 
againft  him  3  and  as  he  was  always  ready  to  anfwer  to  the 
cenfures  of  thofe  who  difapproved  his  condufi,  be  prd&d  me 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  juftify  himfelf. 

You  are  accufed^  faid  I,  of  having  flattered  a  tyrant,  which 
is  a  horrid  crime.  He  replied,  I  have  explained  to  you  the 
motives  of  my  vifit  to  the  court  of  Syracufe,  which  was  then 
fall  of  philosophers,  who  were  fetting  themfchres  up  for  re- 

f  Pfet.  in  Phxdoo.  t.  u  p.  $9*   De-  I       h  Id.  ibid.  §  6c. 
metr.  in  Elocut.  cap.  ;,o6.  I       i  Plut.  de  Ira,  t.  ii.  p.  462.    Dioz* 

B  Diogcn.  XiSert.  ia  ^Lfduo.  Ud.  2.  ]  Laert.  <u  .vriflip.  ii!).  %.  §  8a. 
}  6l.  I      *  £uripid.  in  Hippoi.  v.  3ja. 
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formers.  I  adopted  the  character  of  a  courtier,  without  lay- 
ing afide  that  of  an  honeft  man  :  I  applauded  the  good  quali- 
ties of  the  younger  Dionjfius  ;  I  neither  blamed  nor  com- 
mended his  defects,  nor  was  it  proper  for  me  to  do  fo  ;  I  only 
knew  that  it  was  eafier  to  endure  than  to  correct  them* 

My  indulgent  and  eafy  character  infpircd  him  with  confi- 
dence :  a  few  happy  repartees,  which  fometimcs  efcaped  me, 
amufed  his  leifure  moments.  I  'never  betrayed  the  truth 
when  he  confulted  me  on  important  queftions.  As  I  wifhed 
him  to  know  the  extent  of  his  duties,  and  to  reftrain  the  vio- 
lence of  his  difpofition,  I  often  faid  in  his  prefence,  that  a 
well  informed  man  differs  from  another  who  is  not  fo,  as  a 
courfer,  docile  to  the  bit,  differs  from  an  ungovernable 
horfe '. 

On  the  fubjed  of  his  mode  of  government  I  fpoke  with 
freedom,  fometimes  with  indifcretion.  Soliciting  him  one 
day  for,  a  friend,  he  would  not  hearken  to  me.  I  fell  on  my 
knees,  and  was  cenfured  by  fome  for  my  fervility.  My  an- 
fwer  was,  Is  it  my  fault  if  this  man  has  his  ears  in  his  feetm  ? 

Whilft  I  was  one  day  requeuing  Dionjfius  in  vain  to  grant 
me  fome  favour,  he  thought  proper  to  offer  one  to  Plato,  who 
did  not  accept  it.  I  faid  aloud,  The  king  runs  no  rifk  of 
•ruining  himfelf ;  he  gives  to  thofe  who  refufe,  and  refufcs 
thofe  who  a(kn. 

He  often  propofed  problems  to  us,  and  fuddenly  interrupt- 
ing us,  gave  the  folution  of  them  himfelf.  He  once  faid  to 
:xne,  Let  us  difcufs  fome  queftion  in  philclbphy;  begin. — 
What,  faid  I,  for  you  to  have  the  pleafure  of  concluding,  and 
of  teaching  me  what  you  fay  you  wifli  to  know.  JHc  was 
piqued,  and  at  fupper  ordered  me  to  the  bottom  of  the  table. 
The  next  day  he  alked  me  how  1  had  found  that  place.  You 
■J  ■'  '  i         ii  ■  - 

1  Diogen.  Laert.  in  Ariftip.  lib.  2.  I  m  Id  ibid.  ^  76.  Suid.  in  'A^Vir. 
5^9-  I      n  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  965. 
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intended,  no  doubt,  anfwered  I,  to  make  it  for  a  (hort  time  the 
xnoft  honourable  °. 

You  are  ftill  further  reproached,  faid  I,  with  jour  tafto 
for  riches,  for  oftentation,  good  cheer,  women,  perfumes,  and 
every  fpecies  of  fenfuality p.  That  I  brought  with  me  into 
the  world,  replied  he ;  and  I  thought  that  by  exercifing  it 
with  moderation,  I  fhould  at  once  fatisfy  both  nature  and  rea- 
fon.  I  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life,  and  difpenfe  with  them 
without  difficulty.  I  have  been  feen  at  the  court  of  Diony- 
£us  clad  in  a  purple  rofye  q  ;  .but  in  other  places  I  have  worn 
fometimes  a  garment  of  the  wool  of  Miletus,  aud  fometimea 
a  horae-fpun  cloak  r. 

Dionyfius  treated  us  according  to  our  wants.  To  Plato  he 
gave  books  ;  to  me  he  gave  money  %  which  did  not  remain 
long  enough  in  my  hands  to  foil  them.  I  paid  fifty  drach- 
mas *  for  a  partridge, .  and  faid  to  fome  one  who  exprefled  his 
furprife,  Would  not  you  have  given  an  obolus  f  for  it  ?— 
Certainly. — Well,  then,  I  think  no  more  of  thefe  fifty  drach- 
mas  than  you  would  of  an  obolus  '. 

I  had  laid  up  a  certain  fum  of  money  for  my  journey  into 
Libya :  my  Have  who  carried  it  was  unable  to  keep  up  with 
me  ;  I  therefore  ordered  him  to  throw  a  part  of  this  heavy 
and  incommodious  metal  into  the  road  u. 

An  accident  deprived  me  of  a  country  houfe  that  I  was 
very  fond  of.  One  of  my  friends  endeavoured  to  confole  me. 
Be  not  uneafy,  faid  I  to  him ;  I  poffefs  three  others,  and  am 
more  fatisfied  with  what  I  have  left  than  grieved  at  what  I 
have  loft  :  it  is  for  children  only  to  weep  and  throw  away  all 
their  play-things  when  one  is  taken  away  from  them  x. 


0  Hegefand.  ap.  A  then.  lib.  1%.  cap. 
II.  p.  544.    Diog.  Lacrt.  ibid.  §  73. 
?  A  then.  lib.  la.  cap.  11.  p.  544. 
q  Diogeo.  Lacrt.  in  Ariftip.  lib.  a. 

S  78.. 

r  Id.  ibid.   §    67.     Plat,  dc  Fort. 
Alex.  t.  ii  p.  330. 
5  Id.  ibid,  §  81. 
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c  Diogen.  Laert.  in  Aiittip.  lib.  a, 
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After  the  example  of  the  moft  rigid  philofophers,  Tprefent 
myfelf  to  Fortune  like  a  ball,  that  (he  may  roll  about  at  her 
pleafure,  but  which  giving  her  no  hold  is  incapable  of  being 
injured.  Does  flic  place  herfelf  by  my  fide,  I  ftretch  out  my 
hands  to  her :  does  (he  fpread  her  wings  to  take  her  flight,  I 
render  back  her  gifts,  and  futfer  her  to  depart y.  She  is  a 
capricious  feiqaje,  whofe  caprices  frequently  amufe,  but  can 
never  afflift  me. 

The  liberality  of  Dionyfius  enabled  me  to  keep  a  good  table, 
to  wear  elegant  clothes,  and  be  ferved  by  a  great  number  of 
flaves.  Many  philofophers,  who  profeffed  a  more  rigid  morali- 
ty, loudly  condemned  me  *  ;  to  which  I  anfwered  only  by 
pleafantries.  Polyienus,  who  imagined  his  mind  to  be  the 
repository  of  every  virtue,  found  me  one  day  with  fome  hand- 
fome  women,  and  making  preparations  for  a  great  rapper. 
Be  inveighed  againft  me  with  all  the  bitternefs  of  philofophie 
zeal ;  I  fufiered  him  to  go  on,  and  when  he  had  done  talking, 
propofed  that  he  fhould  ftay  with  us :  he  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  foon  convinced  us,  that  if  an  enemy  to  expence,  he 
Was  as  fond  of  good  living  as  his  corruptof  *. 

In  fine,  for  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  jollify  my  do&rine 
tetter  than  by  my  acYons,  Dionyfius  fent  for  three  courtesans, 
and  gave  me  my  choice  of  one.  I  carried  them  all  off,  alleging, 
that  die  preference  which  Paris  gave  to  one  of  three  goddefles 
had  colt  him  too  dear.  I  afterward  reflected,  that  the  pleafure 
of  poffeffing  their  charms  would  not  be  equal  to  that  of  fab- 
duing  my  paffions,  and  fending  them  home,  returned  quietly 
to  my  own  houfe  *.  , 

Ariftippus,  faid  I,  you  have  entirely  fu'bverted  every  idea 
X  had  before  entertained  of  your  do&rine.  I  had  underftood 
that  your  philofophy  required  not  fo  much  as  an  effort ;  and 
•hat,  according  to  your  principles,  the  voluptuary  might  a- 


y  Horat.  lib.  3.  od.  29.  ▼.  53  ct  54. 

*  Xcooph.  Mcmor.  p.  733.  Atheo. 
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bandon  Iximfelf  without  refcrve  to  all  the  enjoyments  of  the 
fenfes.  And  could  you  ferioufly  imagine,  anfwered  he,  that 
a  man  who  confiders  the  ftudy  of  morality  as  the  moil  eflential 
of  all  others  c,  who  has  neglefted  geometry  and  other  fciences 
merely  becaufe  they  have  no  immediate  tendency  to  improve 
manners  d  ;  that  an  author  from  whom  Plato  is  not  afhamed 
fometimes  to  borrow  maxims  and  ideas  c  ;  that  a  difcipie  of 
Socrates,  in  fine,  could  have  opened  fchools  of  proftitution  in 
many  of  the  Grecian  cities,  without  drawing  on  himfelf  the 
vengeance  of  even  the  mod  corrupt  magiftrates  and  citizens  ! 

The  name  of  pleafure,  which  I  give  to  the  internal  fatif- 
fladion  which  renders  us  happy,  has  offended  thofe  fuperficial 
minds  who  attach  themfelves  to  words  more  than  to  realities. 
Certain  philofophers  too,  forgetting  their  profeffed  love  o£ 
juftice,  have  given  fan&ion  to  this  prejudice,  juftified  perhaps 
by  the  extravagancies  of  fome  of  my  difciples ;  but  does  a 
principle  of  intrinfic  excellence  lofe  its  value  becaufe  it  is 
poffible  to  draw  from  it  falfe  conclufions  f  ? 

I  have  explained  to  you  my  dodrine,  I  admit,  as  the  fole 
inftruments  of  happinefs,  thofe  emotions  which  agreeably 
affed  us  ;  but  I  wifh  them  to  be  reprefled  the  inftant  they  are 
likely  to  produce  trouble  and  disorder  *  :  and  furely  nothing 
evinces  more  courage  than  to  prefcribe  limits  at  once  to  our 
privations  and  enjoyments. 

Antifthenes  attended  the  le&ures  of  Socrates  at  the  fame 
time  with  me :  he  was  born  melancholy  and  auftere  ;  I  cheer- 
fal  and  liberal.  He  proscribed  pleafures,  and  dared  not  enter 
the  lifts  with  the  paffions,  which  produce  in  us  *a  delicious 
languor.  I  found  it  more  beneficial  and  more  glorious  to 
vanquifli  than  to  excite  them  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  their  reluctance, 
dragged  them  in  my  train  like  (laves  deftined  to  ferve  me,  and 


c  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  *.  §  79.  . 

d  Ariftot.  Mctaph.  lib.  3.  cap.  a.  t. 
ii.  p.  860. 

c  Tbeopomp.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  n.  p. 
508. 
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aid  in  enabling  me  to  fupport  the  burden  of  life.  We  fol- 
lowed different  paths,  and  this  is  the  fruit  we  have  gathered 
from  our  labours.  Antifthenes  thought  himfelf  happy,  becaufe 
he  imagined  himfelf  wife  :  I  think  myfelf  wife,  becaufe  I  am 
happy  h. 

It  will  be  one  day  fai3,  perhaps,  that  Socrates  and  Ariftip- 
pus,  both  in  their  conduft  and  their  do&rine-,  fometimes 
deviated  from  ordinary  rules  j  but  pofterity  no  doubt  will  add,, 
(hat  they  compenfated  for  thefe  little  errors  by  the  truths  witb 
which  they  have  enriched  philofophy l. 


CHAP.     XXXIIL 

Quarrels  of  bionyfius  the  Younger  %  King  of  Syraevfe,  and  bis 
Brother-in-law  Dion.     Voyages  of  Plato  into  Sicily  *• 

Since  I  had  been  in  Greece,  I  had  vifited  the  principal  ci. 
ties,  and  been  a  fpe&ator  of  thofc  grand  folemnities  which 
colled  together  its  different  nations.  Not  fatisfied  with  thefe 
expeditions,  Philotas  and  I  refolved  to  examine  ,all  its  pro* 
vinces  with  more  attention,  beginning  with  thofe  of  the 
north. 

The  evening  before  our  departure  we  fupped  with  Plato, 
to  whofe  houfe  I  went  in  company  with  Apollodorus  and  Phi- 
lotas. We  there  found  his  nephew  Speufippus,  feveral  of  his 
old  difciples,  and  Timotheus  the  celebrated  general.  We  were 
informed  that  Plato  was  clofetted  with  Dion  of  Syracuse,  who 
had  lately  arrived  from  Peloponnefus,  and  who,  when  baniihed 
his  country  fix  or  feven  years  before,  had  made  a  confiderably 
long  ftay  at  Athens.  In  a  few  minutes  they  joined  the  com- 
pany.    Piato  feexned  to  me  at  firft  difturbed  and  thoughtful  j 


fc  Batt.  Mem.  dc  t'Acad.  dct  Bell.  I  iii.  p.  a IX. 
Lettr.  t,  xvt'u  p.  6.  I      *  See  note  «  the,  *aa*  of  the  io- 

i  Ciccr-  4e  QS.  lib.  K  cap.  4*.  t.  |  lame- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f  RAVELS  IN  GREECE.  2 1 1 

but  he  foon  recovered  his  ferenity  of  countenance,  and  order* 
ed  the  table  to  be  ferved. 

Decency  and  neatnefs  prefided  at  this  entertainment.  Timo- 
theus, accuftomed  in  camps  to  hear  of  nothing  but  fieges, 
battles,  and  evolutions,  and  in  the  mixed  companies  of  Athens 
only  of  the  navy  and  taxes,  was  fenfible  of  the  full  value  of 
a  converfation  maintained  without  exertion,  and  inftru£Hve 
without  being  tirefome.  With  a  figh  he  would  fometimes  ex- 
claim :  u  Ah  !  Plato,  how  happy  are  you  k  !"  The  lattet 
apologizing  for  the  frugality  of  our  repaft,  Timotheus  an- 
fwered :  **  I  know  that  the  fuppers  of  the  accademy  procure 
a  delightful  fleep,  and  a  ftill  more  pleafing  awaking  !.'* 

Some  of  the  gueils  withdraw  betimes,  and  Dion  foon  fol- 
lowed them.  We  had  all  admired  his  deportment  and  con- 
verfation. He  is  now,  faid  Plato,  the  vi&im  of  tyranny  ;  he 
will  one  day  perhaps  be  that  of  liberty. 

Timotheus  prefled  him  for  an  explanation.  •  Poflefling  as  I 
do,  faid  he,  the  greateft  efteem  for  Dion,  I  am  dill  ad  ranger 
to  the  real  caufes  of  his  exile,  and  have  but  a  confufcd  idea 
of  the  intrigues  that  difturb  the  court  of  Syracufe.  I  have 
been  but  too  near  a  witnefs  to  thefe  convulfions,  anfwered 
Plato.  Formerly  no  man  felt  more  indignation  at  the  fury 
and  injuftice  fometimes  difplayed  in  our  popular  affemblies  : 
but  how  much  more  dreadful  and  dangerous  are  thofe  cabals, 
which,  under  the  appearance  of  a  perfed  calm,  are  perpetu- 
ally fermenting  around  the  throne,  in  thofe  elevated  regions, 
where  to  fpeak  the  truth  is  criminal,  and  to  render  it  agree- 
able to  the  prince  a  ftill  greater  crime  ;  where  favour  juft  i-les 
the  villian,  and  difgrace  renders  the  virtuous  man  culpable  ! 
We  might  perhaps  have -been  able  to  reftore  the  king  of  Syra- 
cufe to  a  fenfe  of  truth  and  j  office,  but  he  was  vilely  deceived 
and  corrupted.  It  is  not  the  fate  of  Dion  1  deplore,  it  is  the 
unhappy  defliny  of  all  Sicily.  Thefe  words  ftill  more  increafed 

*  .ASuan.  Var,  Htftiib.  ».  cap.    10.  I      *  Id.  ibid,  cap.  1 8.    Athco,  lib.  I#. 
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our  curiofity  ;  and  Plato,  yielding  to  our  entreaties  that    fie 
would  explain  himfelf  more  at  length,  began  as  follows : 

It  is  now  thirty-two  years  ago  *  fince  reafoos,  too  tedious 
to  enumerate,  induced  me  to  travel  into  Sicily.  Dionyfius 
the  elder  then  reigned  at  Syracufe.  You  know  that  this  prince, 
formidable  from  his  great  abilities,  employed  himfelf,  during 
his  life-time,  in  forging  chains  both  for  his  own  fubje&s,  and 
for  the  neighbouring  nations.  His  cruelty  feemed  to  increafe 
in  the  fame  proportion  with  his  power,  which  he  at  length 
raifed  above  all  controuL  He  was  defiroiis  of  aa  acquaintance 
with  me  ;  and,  as  he  made  the  advances,  was  in  expectation 
of  fome  flattery  ;  but  he  obtained  only  truths*  I  fhall  neither 
fpeak  of  his  fury  which  I  braved,  nor  of  his  vengeance  againfr. 
which  I  with  difficulty  guarded  m.  1  made  a  refolution  not  to 
proclaim  his  injuftice  whilft  he  was  alive,  and  his  memory  now 
needs  no  new  accusations  to  render  him  an  objeel  of  univerfal 
execration. 

At  this  period  I  made  a  conqueft  which  does  honour  to 
philofophy,  in  the  perfon  of  Dion,  who  has  juft  left  us.  Arif- 
tomacbe,  his  After,  was  one  of  the  two  wives  whom  Dionyfius 
efpoufed  on  the  fame  day  :  Hipparinus  h*r  father,  had  been 
long  at  the  head  of  the  Syracufan  republic n.  To  the  con- 
ventions I  had  with  Dion,  that  city  will  owe  her  liberty,  if 
ihe  is  ever  fo  fortunate  as  to  recover  it  °.  His  fuperjor  foul, 
expanded  at  the  firft  rays  of  light,  and  inflamed  with  the  pureft 
love  of  virtue,  renounced,  without  hesitation,  all  the  paffions 
by  which  it  had  hitherto  been  degraded,  with  an  ardour  I  never 
have  remarked  in  any  other  young  man,  and  with  a  conftancy 
from  which  he  has  never  fwerved. 

From  this  moment  he  conceived  the  higheft  indignation  at 
the  flavery  to  which  his  country  was  reduced  * ;  but  as  he 

•  Toward*  the  year  389   before  I  n  Plat,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  960. 

Chria.  I  °  Id.  ibid.  p.  959. 
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Mattered  himfelf  that  his  example  and  principles  made  an  im- 
preffion  on  the  tyrant,  who  could  not  help  loving  and  employ- 
ing him  q,  he  ftill  continued  near  his  perfon,  never  ceafing  to 
fpeak  to  him  with  freedom,  and  to  contemn  the  malice  and 
hatred  of  a  diflblute  court r. 

Dionyfius  at  length  ended  his  days  *,  feized  with  terrors, 
tormented  with  diftruft,  and  as  xniferable  as  he  had  rendered 
his  people  during  a  reign  of  thirty-eight  years  *•  Amongft 
other  children,  he  left  by  Doris,  one  of  his  wives,  a  fon  of 
his  own  name,  who  afcended  the  throne  *•  Dion  embraced 
this  opportunity  to  exert  himfelf  for  the  happinefs  of  Sicily* 
He  faid  to  the  young  prince,  Tour  father  founded  his  power 
on  the  formidable  fleets  now  at  your  difpofal,  on  the  ten  thou- 
fand  barbarians  who  compofe  your  guard.  Thefe  were,  ao* 
cording  to  his  exprellion,  fo  many  chains  of  adamant  with 
which  he  bound  in  clofe  union  all  parts  of  his  empire. 
He  was  miftaken ;  I  know  no  other  bands  indiflblubly  to  unite 
them  but  the  juftice  of  the  prince  and  the  love  of  the  people. 
How  fhameful  were  it  for  you,  added  he,  if,  only  able  to  dif- 
tinguifh  yourfelf  from  others  by  the  magnificence  that  is  dis- 
played around  your  perfon  and  in  your  palace,  the  lowed  of 
your  fubje&s  fhould  raife  himfelf  above  you  by  the  fuperiority 
of  his  knowledge  and  fentiments  u  ! 

Not  contented  with  giving  wholefome  inftru&ion  to  the 
king,  Dion  paid  every  attention  to  the  adminift ration  of  go- 
vernment :  he  affe&ed  many  ufeful  regulations,  and  ihcreafed 
the  number  of  his  enemies  *•  Thefe  for  fome  time  exhaufted 
themfelves  in  ineffe&ual  attempts  j  but  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore they  plunged  Dionyfius  into  the  moft  fhameful  debauch- 
ery *.  Dion,  unable  to  refift  the  torrent,  waited  for  a  more 
favourable  opportunity.  The  king,  whom  he  found  means 
to  prejudice  in  my  favour,  and  whofe  defires  in  ail  things  are 

«  Io\  iM  p.  314  et  317.  I       c  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  384. 

r  Nep.  in  pion.  cap.  1,  et  a.  I       u  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  962. 

*  The  year  367  before  Chrift.  I       *  Epift.  Dion.  ap.  PU{.  t.  iii.  p.  309* 
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impetuous,  wrote  to  me  feveral  verj  preffing  letters,  requeu- 
ing me  to  leave  everj  thing,  and  repair  immediately  to  Sy* 
racufe.  Dion  in  his  letters  added,  that  I  had  not  a  moment 
to  lofe  ;  that  it  might  now  be  poffible  to  place  philofophy  on 
the  throne  ;  that  Dionyfius  began  to  difcover  better  difpofi- 
tions,  and  that  his  family  would  readily  join  with  us  to  con* 
firm  him  in  theni  z. 

I  refle&ed  deliberately  on  thefe  letters.  I  could  place  no 
confidence  in  the  promifes  of  a  young  man,  who  in  a  moment 
flew  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  ;  but  ought  I  not  to  have 
fome  reliance  on  the  approved  wifdom  of  Dion  ?  Was  I  to 
abandon  my  friend  in  fo  critical  a  fituatiou  ?  Had  1  devoted 
my  days  to  philofophy,  only  to  betray  it  when  furnmoned  to 
its  defence  a  ?  Nay,  I  will  not  deny  that  I  had  hopes  that  I 
might  be  able  to  realize  my  ideas  concerning  the  beft  of  go- 
vernments, and  cftabliih  the  throne  of  juftice  in  the  dominions 
of  the  king  of  Sicily  b.  Such  were  the  real  motives  which 
induced  me  to  depart*,  motives  very  different  from  thofe 
which  have  been  imputed  to  me  by  my  uncandid  cenfurers  c. 

I  found  the  court  of  Dionyfius diftra&ed  with  commotions 
and  diffenfions.  Dion  was  the  objeft  of  the  moft  atrocious 
calumnies  d. — At  thefe  words  Speufippus  interrupted  Plato : 
My  uncle,  fays  he,  does  not  choofe  to  relate  to  you  the  ho- 
nours which  were  paid  him,  and  the  fuccefs  he  had  on  his 
arrival c.  The  king  received  him  at  his  landing,  and  placing 
him  in  a  magnificent  chariot  drawn  by  four  white  horfes, 
condu&ed  him  to  his  palace  in  triumph,  amidft  an  immenfe 
multitude  who  covered  the  beach.  He  ordered  that  the  gates 
of  the  palace  {hould,  be  open  to  him  at  all  hours,  and  offered 


2  Id.  Epift.  7  t.  iii.p  327.  Plut.in 
Dion.  t.  i.  p.  962.  Alian  Var.  fiifi. 
lib.  4.  cap.  18. 

a  Id.  ihia.  p.  328. 

b  Id.  h.yib.  7.  t.  iji.  p.  328.  Diog. 
Lacrt  in  Plat  lit .  3.  y  21 

9  Towards    the    year    364   before 
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up  ft  pompous  facrifice  to  the  gods  in  gratitude  for  their 
bounty,  which  had  granted  fo  great  a  philofopher  to  Sicily, 
The  courtiers  were  immediately  feen  to  anticipate  reform, 
retrench  the  luxury  of  their  tables,  and  attentively  to  ftudy 
geometrical  figures,  traced  out  by  different  teachers  on  the 
fand  in  the  halls  eren  of  the  palace. 

The  people,  aftoniihed  at  this  fuddcn  revolution,  began  to 
conceive  hopes :  the  king  fliowed  himfelf  more  fenfible  to 
their  complaints,  and  men  fondly  recollected  that  he  had  ob- 
tained the  title  of  citizen  of  Athens  f,  the  moft  free  of  all  the 
cities  of  Greece.  Nay,  it  was  further  reported,  that  at  a 
religious  ceremony,  when  the  herald,  according  to  the  ufnal 
form,  addreffed  vows  to  heaven  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Tyrant,  Dionyfius,  offended  at  a  title  which,  till  then  had  ne- 
ver affected  him,  fuddenly  exclaimed  !  Wilt  thou  never  ceafe 
to  curfe  me  s  ? 

The  partisans  of  tyranny  trembled  at  tbefe  words.  At 
their  head  was  Philiftus,  who  has  written  on  the  wars  of  Si- 
cily, and  fome  other  works  of  the  fame  kind,  Dionyfius  the 
elder  had  baniQied  him  from  his  Hates  ;  but  as  he  poffeffed  e- 
loquence  and  courage,  he  was  recalled  from  exile,  that  he 
might  be  oppofed  to  Plato  h.  No  fooner  did  he  return,  than 
Dion  was  expofed  to  the  blackeft  calumny :  his  fidelity  was 
rendered  fufpicious  j  and  care  was  taken  to  put  the  word  con- 
struction on  all  his  words  and  actions.  Did  he  advife  a  re- 
duction of  the  troops  and  galleys  in  time  of  peace ;  it  was 
alleged  <hat  his  defign  was  to  transfer  the  crown  to  the  child- 
ren of  his  fifter,  by  the  elder  Dionyfius.  Did  he  engage 
his  pupil  to  ftudy  the  true  principles  of  a  juft  and  wife  go- 
vernment ;  the  king,  it  was  faid,  is  only  a  difcip'e  of  the  a- 
cademy,  condemned  by  a  philofopher  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life  to  fearch  after  a  chimerical  good  '. 

f  Demofth.  Liu.  Philip,  p.  1x5.         1  cap.  3. 

<  PJul.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  9*3.  I      i  Plat.  Epift.  */.  t.  Hi.  p.  333.  Pluf. 
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And  in  fad,  added  Plato,  the  whole  converfation  at  Syra- 
cnfe  turned  only  on  two  confpiracies  :  the  one  that  of  philofo- 
phy  againft  the  throne  ;  and  the  other  that  of  all  the  paf- 
fions  againft  philofophy.  I  was  accufed  of  favouring  the  for- 
mer, and  of  profiting  by  my  afcendency  over  Dionyfius,  to 
fpread  (hares  for  his  inexperience.  It  is  true,  that  in  concert 
with  Dion,  I  did  fay  to  him,  that  if  he  wifhed  to  acquire 
true  glory,  and  even  increafe  his  power,  he  fhould  collect 
around  him  a  number  of  virtuous  friends,  and  inveft  them 
wjth  the  different  offices  of  magiftracy  k  ;  that  he  fhould  re- 
build the  Greek  cities  deftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians,  and 
give  them  wife  laws,  until  a  proper  time  'arrived  to  reflore 
them  to  their  liberty  ;  in  fine,  that  he  fhould  prefcribe  limits 
to  his  own  authority,  and  become  the  king,  inftead  of  being 
the  tyrant  of  his  fubje&s  ].  Dionyfius  fometimes  appeared 
to  lift  en  to  our  counfels  ;  but  his  invetrate  prejudices  againft 
my  friend,  perpetually  increafed,  and  irritated  by  perfidious 
infinuations,  were  deeply  rooted  in  his  heart.  During  the 
fir.ft  months  of  my  refidence  at  Syracufe,  I  employed  eve- 
ry effort  to  remove  them m  ;  but,  far  from  fucceeding  in 
my  attempt,  I  perceived  the  credit  of  Dion  evidently  on  the 
decline  n. 

The  war  with  the  Carthaginians  ft  ill  continued,  and  though 
it  produced  only  fome  tranfient  hoftilities,  it  was  neceffary 
that  it  fhould  be  terminated.  Dion,  in  order  to  infpire  the 
enemy  with  a  defire  to  end  it,  wrote  to  their  generals  to  in- 
form him  of  the  fir  ft  negotiations  they  fhould  enter  Into,  that 
he  might  aid  them  in  affefting  a  folid  and  permanent  peace. 
The  letter  fell  by  fome  means  into  the  hands  of  the  king, 
who  immediately  confulted  with  Philiftus,  and  preparing  his 
vengeance  by  profound  difUmulation,  affe&ed  to  receive  Dion 
again  into  favour,  loaded  him<with  marks  of  his  bounty,   and 


k  Id.  Epift.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  33*  ct  33*.    I      m  Id.  Epift.  7.  t.  Hi.  p.  329. 
1  Id.  Epift.  3.  t.  iii.  p.  315,  316.  I      °  Ptat.  ibid,  t.  i.  p.  963, 
319.  Plat,  in  Dion.  p.  96a.  | 
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drawing  him  to  the  fea  fliere,  (bowed  him  the  fatal  letter, 
reproaching  him  at  the  fame  time  with  his  treafon,  and,  with- 
out permitting  him  to  offer  a  fingle  word  in  explanation  of 
his  condufi,  forced  him  to  embark  on  board  a  vcflel,  which 
immediately  fet  fail  °. 

This  was  a  thunder-ftroke  to  Sicily,  and  threw  the  friends 
of  Dion  into  the  utmoft  confternation  :  the  general  apprehen- 
£on  was  left  the  temped  fhould  burft  on  our  heads.  The  re- 
port of  my  death  was  fpread  at  Syracufe.  But  this  violent 
ftorm  was  fuddenly  fucceeded  by  a  profound  calm  ;  and  the 
king,  either  from  policy  or  ftame,  fent  a  fum  of  money  to 
Dion,  which  the  latter  refufed  to  accept p.  Far,  however, 
from  persecuting  his  ftiends,  Dionyfius  omitted  nothing  to 
quiet  their  alarms  *  :  his  endeavours  were  particularly  direct- 
ed to  footh  and  confole  me,  and  he  entreated  me  not  to  leave 
him.  Though  his  prayers  were  mingled  with  menaces,  and 
his  carefTes  with  fury,  I  invariably  adhered  to  this  alternative, 
that  be  fliould  either  confent  to  the  return  of  Dion,  or  grant 
me  my  difmiffion.  Finding  himfelf  unable  to  overcome  my 
refinance,  he  commanded  that  I  mould  be  removed  to  the  ci- 
tadel in  his  own  palace.  Orders  were  difpatched  on  all  fides 
to  bring  me  back  to  Syracufe,  if  I  attempted  to  make  my  e- 
fcape  ;  and  all  mailers  of  mips  were  forbidden  to  take  me  on 
board  without  an  exprefs  permiffion  figned  by  the  king's  own 
hand. 

Though  I  was  now  made  a  prifoner,  and  ftrictly  watched, 
Dionyfius  feemed  to  redouble  his  affe&ion  and  attention  to 
xner :  he  appeared  fo  jealous  of  my  friendwip,  that  he  was 
unable  to  bear  the  preference  I  gave  to  Dion  ;  he  demanded 
it  with  haughtinefs  ;  he  entreated  it  as  a  fuppliant.  I  was 
perpetually  expofed  to  the  mod  extravagant  fcenes,  which 
were  one  continual  round  of  violence,  excufes,  outrages,  and 

°  14,  in  Dion.  t.  j.  p.  963.  Plat.  E-  I      «  Plat.  Epift.  7.  t.  ft.  p.  339. 
pift.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  329.  I      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  33c, 
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tears  '.  As  our  conventions  daily  became  more  frequent,  it 
was  rumoured  abroad  that  I  was  his  onlj  favourite.  This 
report,  malignantly  encouraged  by  Philiftus  and  his  party  c, 
rendered  me  odious  to  the  people  and  the  army.  The  de- 
baucheries of  the  prince,  and  the  faults  he  committed  in  his 
government,  were  equally  imputed  to  me  as  a  crime :  but 
thefe  could  with  no  juftice  be  afcribed  to  me.  Excepting  the 
preamble  to  fome  laws,  at  which  I  had  laboured  from  the  time 
of  my  arrival  in  Sicily  u,  I  had  absolutely  declined  intermed- 
dling with  public  affairs,  even  at  a  period  when  I  might  have 
fhared  the  burden  with  my  faithful  friend.  Him  I  had  juft 
loft ;  Dionjfius  had  thrown  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  a  crowd 
of  flatterers,  plunged  in  every  kind  of  debauchery  ;  and  this 
was  the  moment  which  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  chofen  to  of- 
fer advice  to  a  madman,  who  imagined  that  he  governed,  but 
who  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  governed  by  counfellors  as  wick* 
edly  difpofed,  and  not  lef$  madmen  than  himfelf ! 

Dionyfius  would  have  purchafed  my  friend  (hip  with  gold ; 
J>ut  I  valued  it  at  a  higher  price  :  I  wifked  him  to  receive  my 
inftruclioos,  and  learn  to  become  mailer  of  himfelf,  that  he 
might  merit  to  rule  over  others ;  but  he  regards  no  philofo- 
phy  but  that  which  exercifes  ingenuity,  and  gives  him  an  op- 
portunity of  difplaying  his  abilities.  When  I  talked  to  him 
of  that  wifdom  which  regulates  the  paffions,  I  perceived  that 
lie  liftened  to  me  with  pain  and  embarraffment.  T  faw  that 
he  was  guarded  againft  all  that  I  might  fay;  his  counfellors 
having  warned  him,  that  if  he  admitted  my  principles,  he 
malt  confent  to  the  triumph  and  return  of  Dion  *. 

Nature  has  bellowed  on  Dionvfius  a  lively  penetration,  ad- 
mirable eloquence,  a  fufceptible  heart,  generous  emotions, 
and  a  propensity  to  what  is  right :  but  fhe  has  denied  him 
confiftency  of  character;  and  an  education  totally  negle&ed' 

'  Plot,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  964.  I       x  Id.  Epift.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  330. 

t  Ptet.  Epift.  3.  t.  iii.  p.  3x5.  j  j   y  Pluu  is  Dion  t.  ?.  p.  «*z. 
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preventing  the  growth  of  his  virtues,  has  fuffered  defe&s  to 
,  fiioot  forth,  which  fortunately  abate  his  vices.     He  poflefles 
fe verity  without  tenacioufnefs,   haughtinefs  without  dignity. 
It  is  from  weaknefs  that  he  employs  falfehood  and  perfidy, 
and  pafles  whole  days  in  the  intoxication  of  wine  and  plea- 
fures.     Had  he  more  firmnefs,  he  would  be  the  cruelleft  of 
men.     I  know  of  no  mental  energy  in  him,  but  the  inflexible 
obftinacy  with  which  he  requires  every  thing  to  bend  to  his 
caprices :   reafon,    opinions,  fentiments,  all  mud,  when  he 
pleafes,  be  fubordmate  to  his  underftandiog  j  and  I  have  foea 
him  degrade  himfelf  by  meannefs  and  fub.niffion,  rather  than 
encounter  the  affront  of  a  refufal  or  contradiction.     If  in  his 
prefent  fludics,  he  is  eager  to  penetrate  the  fecrets  of  nature  *t 
it  is  only  becaufe  he  imagines  nothing  ought  to  be  concealed 
from  him.     Dion,  above  all,  is  odious  to  him,  becaufe  he  is 
continually  thwarting  him  by  his  example  and  his  counfels. 
I  was  employed  iu   fruitlessly  foliciting   that   my  friend 
might  be  recalled  from  banifhment,  and  myfelf  fuffered  to  de- 
part, when  war  breaking  out  anew,  furnifbed  him  with  other 
objects  of  attention  *.    Having  no  longer  iny  pretext  for  re* 
ta'ning  me,  he  confented  to  my  departure,  and  we  entered  in- 
to a  fort  of  treaty.     I  prom i fed  to  return  to  him  when  peace 
ihould  be  concluded ;  and  he  engaged  to  recal   Dion  at  the 
fame  time.     When  the  war  was  ended,  he  loft  no  time  in  in- 
forming us  of  the  event.     He  wrote  to  Dion  to  delay  his  re- 
turn for  a  year,   and  to  me  to  haften  mine  b.     I  immediately 
anfwered  him,   that  my  age  no  longer  permitted  me  to  rift; 
the  dangers  of  fo  long  a  voyage  5  and  that  fince"he  had  broken 
his  promife,  I  con£dered  myfelf  as  dilengaged  from  mine 
This  anfwer  wfrs  as  difiatisfcdory  to  Dion  as  to  Dionyfius  V 
I  had  then  refolved  to  interfere  ho  more  in  their  affairs ;  bofc 
this  rendered   the  king   more  pertinacious  than  ever  in  his 
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projeft.  He  begged  folicitations  from  every  quarter  ;  he 
never  ceafed  writing  to  me  himfelf  ;  and  procured  letters  to 
be  written  to  me  by  my  friends  in  Sicily,  and  by  the  philo- 
fopbers  of  the  Italian  fchool.  Archytas,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  latter,  was  fent  for  to  him d  :  he  wrote  to  me,  and  his 
teftimony  was  corroborated  by  other  letters,  that  the  king 
was  inflamed  with  new  ardour  for  the  ftudy  of  philofophy, 
mnd  that  I  fhould  expofe  thofe  philofophers  who  refided  in 
bis  dominions  to  his  refentment,  if  I  did  not  immediately  re- 
turn. Dion  alfo,  on  his  fide,  prcffed  me  by  repeated  appli- 
cations. 

The  king,  however,  will  never  recal  him  ;  for  he  fears  him  ; 
nor  will  he  ever  be  a  philofopher,  for  he  only  wilhes  to  ap- 
pear one  *•  He  imagined  that  my  return  to  his  court  might 
procure  him  additional  refpeft  from  thofe  who  really  merit 
the  name,  and  my  refufal  injure  him  in  their  opinion.  This 
is  certainly  the  true  reafon  of  the  earneftnefs  with  which  he  > 
prefied  me. 

I  nevertheless  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  oppofe  my  own 
opinion  to  fo  many  others  united  againft  me.  I  fhould  one 
day  perhaps  have  been  reproached  with  abandoning  a  young 
prince,  who  ftretched  out  his  hand  to  me  a  fecond  time  to 
conduct  him  out  of  the  maze  of  error ;  with  refigning  to  his 
fury  the  friends  I  have  in  thofe  diftant  countries ;  and  with 
negle&ing  the  interefts  of  Dion,  to  whom  I  had  fo  long  been 
bound  by  the  ties  of  gratitude,  hofpitality,  and  friendship  f. 
His  enemies  had  procured  his  revenues  to  be  fequeftered  s ; 
they  were  perfecuting  him  to  urge  him  to  revolt ;  they  ex- 
cited the  king  to  repeated  afiks  of  injuftice  toward  him,  that 
they  might  render  him  implacable.  Dionyfius  wrote  to  me 
thus  h  :  "  We  fhall  firft  talk  of  the  affair  of  Dion  ;  with  re- 
fpect  to  which  I  will  do  what  you  think  proper,  and  I  hope 
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that  you  will  fagged  nothing  but  what  is  juft.     If  you  do  not 
come,  you  will  never  obtain  any  thing  for  him," 

T  knew  Dion.  His  foul  is  endowed  with  all  the  loftineGi 
of  virtue.  He  has  patiently  fupported  violence  :  but  (hould 
his  enemies,  by  dint  of  injuftice,  fucceed  in  mortifying  him 
further,  torrents  of  blood  alone  can  obliterate  the  injury  from 
his  remembrance.  To  a  commanding  figure  he  unites  the 
mod  fplendid  qualities  of  the  mind  and  heart i ;  in  Sicily  ho 
pofleffes  immenfe  riches  k  ;  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  in-* 
numerable  partifans,  and  in  Greece  a  reputation  which  would 
induce  our  braved  warriors  to  fcrve  under  his  banners f.  I 
forefaw  the  calamities  ready  to  fall  on  Sicily,  and  it  depend* 
ed  perhaps  on  me  to  avert  or  to  fufpend  them. 

It  was  with  relu&ance  I  again  quitted  my  retirement,  to 
go,  at  near  feventy  years  of  age,  to  the  court  of  a  haughty 
defpot,  whofe  caprices  are  as  tempeduous  as  the  feas  I  had 
to  pafs  ;  but  there  is  no  virtue  without  a  facrifice,  no  philo- 
fophy  but  in  practice.  Spenfippus  wiflisd  to  accompany  me, 
and  I  accepted  his  offer  m,  flattering  myfelf  that  the  embeU 
li&ments  of  his  mind  might  captivate  the  king,  if  the  force 
of  my  arguments  fhould  prove,  unable  to  convince  him.  At 
length  I  departed,  and  fafely  arrived  in  Sicily  *. 

Dionyfius  feemed  tranfported  with  joy,  as  did  the  queen 
and  the  whole  royal  family  n.  He  had  ordered  an  apartment 
to  be  prepared  for  me  in  the  garden  of  the  palace  °.  At  our 
fird  converfation,  I  reprefented  to  him,  that,  according  to 
our  convention,  the  banifliment  of  Dion  was  to  terminate 
the  moment  of  my  return  to  Syracufe.  At  theCe  words  he 
exclaimed  :  Dion  is  not  baniflied  ;  I  have  only  removed  him 
from  the  court p.  It  is  time  to  bring  him  back  to  it,  anfwcr-. 
ed  I,  and  to  make  reditution  of  his  edates*  which  you  have 
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put  into  the  hands  of  faithlefs  adminiftrators  q.  Thefe  two 
articles  were  the  fubjed  of  long  debate  between  us,  and  em- 
ployed feveral  interviews.  In  the  mean  time  he  induftriouf- 
ly  laboured,  by  prefeirts  and  diftindions,  to  cool  mj  ardour 
for  the  interests  of  mj  friend,  and  to  draw  me  into  an  appro- 
bation  of  his  difgrace':  but  I  fpurned  at  advantages  to  be 
purchafed  at  the  price  of  perfidy  and  dilhondur. 

When  I  attempted  to  examine  the  real  (late  of  his  mind, 
and  his  difpofition  towards  philofophy  %  he  talked  to  me  only 
of  the  myfteries  of  nature,  and  efpecially  of  the  origin  of  evil. 
He  had  heard  from  fome  Pythagoreans  of  Italy,  that  I  had 
long  ftudied  that  difficult  qu  eft  ion,  and  this  was  one  of  the 
motives  which  influenced  him  fo  earneftly  to  prefs  roy  return  l. 
He  obliged  me  to  (late  to  him  fome  of  my  ideas  on  the  fub- 
je&,  but  I  took  care  not  to  explain  them  at  length  ;  nor,  to 
lay  the  truth,  did  the  king  feem  defirous  that  I  Ihould  u  :  he 
appeared  much  more  difpofed  to  make  a  parade  of  a  few  feeble 
folutions  which  he  had  borrowed  from  other  philofophers. 

In  the  mean  time  I  continually  recurred,  but  always  with- 
out effeft,  to  the  main  object  I  had  in  view,  that  of  effecting 
a  reconciliation  between  him  and  Dion,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  eflential  to  his  true  interefts,  or  the  profperity 
of  his  reign.  At  length,  no  lefs  wearied  with  his  evafions 
than  he  was  with  my  importunity,  I  began  to  repent  that  I 
had  been  induced  to  make  a  voyage  equally  fruitlefs  and  ha- 
zardous. It  was  now  fummer ;  and  as  I  wifhed  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  feafon  to  return  to  Greece,  I  declared  to  him 
that  I  could  no  longer  remain  at  the  court  of  a  prince  who 
Was  the  implacable  perfecutor  of  my  friend  x.  He  made  ufe 
of  every  art  to  detain  me,  and  concluded  by  promifing  me  one 
of  his  galleys  :  but  as  it  was  eafy  for  him  to  retard  the  pre- 
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parations,  I  determined  to  embark  in  the  firft  veffel  that  fhould 
fct  fail. 

Two  days  after  he  came  to  me,  and  faid  1 :  "  All  our  dif- 
ferences tarn  on  the  affair  of  Dion  ;  we  mud  make  an  end  of 
it.  All  I  can  do  for  him,  from  friendfhip  to  you,  is  this  : 
Let  him  ftay  in  Peloponnefus,  until  the  precife  time  of  his  re- 
turn (ball  be  fettled  between  him,  me,  you,  and  your  friends. 
He  muft  give  you  his  word  to  undertake  nothing  againft  my 
authority  :  he  muft  make  the  fame  promife  to  your  friends 
and  his,  and  you  muft  all  be  refponflble  for  its  performance. 
His  property  (hall  be  conveyed  to  Greece,  and  de policed  in 
fuch  hands  as  you  (hall  choofe  :  the  intereft  of  it  fliall  be  at 
his  difpofal,  but  he  fliall  not  be  allowed  to  touch  the  capital 
without  your  confent ;  for  I  have  not  fufficient  reliance  on 
his  fidelity  to  intruft  him  with  fuch  powerful  means  of  doing 
me  an  injury.  I  require  of  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to  remain 
one  year  with  pie  ;  and  at  your  departure,  the  money  belong- 
ing to  him  (hall  be  delivered  to  you.  I  hope  he  will  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  arrangement.  Tell  me  whether  it  be  fuch  as 
you  approve." 

I  was  much  affii&ed  at  this  projeft,  and  demanded  twenty- 
four  hours  to  confider  it.  After  balancing  its  advantages  and 
inconveniences,  I  anfwered,  that  I  accepted  the  propofed  con- 
ditions, provided  Dion  (hould  approve  them.  It  was  there- 
fore agreed  that  we  fhould  each  of  us  write  to  him  as  foon  as 
poflible,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  his  property  fhould  remain 
untouched.  This  was  the  fecond  treaty  we  had  made  toge- 
ther, and  was  obferved  witk  no  more  fidelity  than  the  firft  *. 
I  had  fuffered  the  feafon  for  returning  home  to  pals  over  ; 
all  the  veffels  were  departed.  It  was  impoffible  for  me  to 
efcape  out  of  the  garden,  and  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  guard 
Rationed  at  the  gate.  The  king,  now  fecure  of  my  perfon, 
began  to  throw  off  all  reftraint.     He  one  day  (aid  to  me,   We 
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have  omitted  an  eflential  article.  I  (hall  only  fend  to  Dion 
the  half  of  his  property ;  the  other  half  I  (hall  referee  for 
his  fon,  whofc  natural  guardian  I  am,  as  brother  of  his  mother 
Arete  a.  I  contented  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  wait  for  Dion's  anfwer  to  his  firft  letter,  and  then 
write  him  a  fecond,  tor  inform  him  of  this  new  arrangement. 

In  the  mean  time  he  proceeded  to  diffipate  the  wealth  of 
Dion  in  a  fliamelefs  manner  ;  part  of  his  eftates  he  fold,  how 
and  to  whom  he  chofe,  without  deigning  to  coafult  me,  or  liften 
to  my  complaints.  My  fituation  became  every  day  more  infup- 
portable,  and  was  rendered  fliil  worfe  by  an  unforefeen  event. 

The  guards  of  Dionyfius,  enraged  at  an  attempt  he  had 
made  to  diminifli  the  pay  of  the  veterans,  tumultuoufly  pre- 
fented  themfelves  at  the  foot  of  the  citadel,  the  gates  of  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  (hut.  Their  menaces,  their  warlike 
fhouts,  and  preparations  for  the  afikult,  fo  terrified  the  tyrant 
that  he  granted  them  more  than  they  demanded  b.  Heracli- 
des, one  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Syracufe,  firongly  fufpeft- 
ed  of  being  the  author  of  the  revolt,  fled,  and  employed  the 
influence  of  his  family  to  remove  the  fufpicions  which  had 
been  inftilled  into  the  king. 

A  few  days  after,  as  I  was  walking  in  the  garden  c,  I  faw 
Dionyfius  enter  with  Theodotus,  for  whom  he  had  fent ;  they 
converfed  together  for  fome  time,  and  at  length  approaching 
nf,  Theodotus  faid:  "  I  have  obtained  for  my  nephew 
Heraclides  permiffion  to  come  and  juftify  binAelf ;  and,  if  the 
king  will  no  longer  fufFer  him  in  his  Hates,  leave  to  retire  to 
Feloponnefus  with  his  wife  and  fon,  and  liberty  to  difpofe  of 
his  property.  In  confequence,  I  thought  I  might  venture  to 
invite  Heraclides  to  repair  hither ;  and  I  am  going  to  write 
to  him  again.  My  prefent  requeft  is  that  he  may  appear  at 
Syracufe,  or  in  its  environs,  without  danger.  Do  you  con- 
fent  to  it,  Dionyfius  ?  I  do,  replied  the  king.  He  may  even 
refide  with  you  in  perfeft  fafety." 
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Ifhc  next  morning  Theodotus  and  Eurybius  entered  my 
apartment,  with  grief  and  conflernation  in  their  countenances^ 
"  Plato/'  faid  the  former  to  me,  u  you  yefterdty  were  wit- 
nefs  to  the  promise  of  the  king*     We  have  juft  heard  that 
foldiers,  difperfed  on  all  fides,  are  in  fearch  of  Heraclides*  with 
orders  to  apprehend  him.     He  is  perhaps  returned.    We  have 
not  a  moment  to  lofe ;  come  with  us  to  the  palace."     I  fol* 
■  lowed  them*    When  we  arrived  in  the  king's  prefence,  they 
remained  motionlefs*  and  burft  into  tears.      I  faid  to  him* 
"  They  are  afraid   that,   notwithflanding   the   promife  you 
made  yefterday,  Heraclides  may  be  in   danger  at  Syracufe  ; 
for  it  is  fnppofed  that  he  is  returned.99     Dionyfius,  foaming 
with  rage,  changed  colour.     Eurybius  and  Theodotus  threw 
themfelves  at   his  feet,  and,   whilft  they  were  bathing  his 
hands  with  tears,  I  (aid  to  Theodotus,    "  Be  comforted,  the 
king  will  never  break  his  word  with  us.— I  made  yon  no' 
promife,  faid  he  to  me,  with  his  eyes  fparkling  with' fury.— 
And  I  call  the  gods  to  witnefs,  replied  I,  that  you  did  make 
the  promife  whic|i  they  fupplicate  you  "to  fulfil."     I  then 
turned  my  back  on  him  and  withdrew  d.     Theodotus  had  no 
other  refource  but  privately  to  apprize  Heraclides  of  his  dan* 
ger,  who  efcaped  with  difficulty  from  the  refearches  of  the 
foldiers. 

From  this  moment  Dionyfius  threw  otf  the  mafk,  and  pur- 
fued,  without  difguife,  his  projeft  of  poflefling  himfelf  of  all 
the  eftates  of  Dion  c.  He  fent  me  out  of  the  palace^  and  I 
was  ftri&ly  prohibited  from  all  intCrcourfe  with  my  friends, 
and  all  accefs  to  his  perfon.  I  heard  of  nothing  but  his  com- 
plaints, his  reproaches*  and  menaces  f.  If  I  accidentally  fart 
him,  it  was  but  to  be  the  objefE/of  bitter  farcafms,  and  inde- 
cent pleafantries  *  j  for  kings,  and  courtiers  after  their  ex* 
ample,  convinced  no  doubt  that  their  favour  conftitutes  our 
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only  merit,  ceafe  to  refpeft  thofe  whom  they  have  eeafeoY  to 
love,  I  was  warned,  at  the  fame  time,  that  my  life  was  it* 
danger  j  and,  in  truth,  feme  of  the  attendants  of  the  tyrant 
had  faid  that  they  would  put  me  death  if  they  could  meet 

me. 

I  found  means  to  inform  Archytas  and  my  other  friends  at 
Tarentum  of  my  Gtuation  \  Previous  to  my  arrival,  Diony- 
fius  had  pledged  to  them  his  word,  that  I  fliould  be  permit- 
ted to  leave  Sicily  whenever  I  thought  proper  ;  and  they  had 
plighted  their  faith  to  me  as  a  fecurity  for  his  K  I  now  claim- 
ed the  prote&ion  of  this  engagement.  Deputies  from  Ta- 
rentum foon  arrived,  and  after  acquitting  themfelves  of  a 
commiflion,  which  fefved  as  a  pretext  for  the  embafly,  they 
at  length  obtained  my  deliverance. 

On  my  return  from  Sicily,  I  landed  at  Elis,  and  repaired 
to  the  Olympic  games,  where  Dion  had  promifed  to  meet 
me  k.  I  related  to  him  all  that  had  pafled,  and  concluded  by 
faying,  Now,  judge  for  yourfelf  of  the  power  which  phi- 
lofophy  has  over  the  mind  of  the  king  of  Syracufe. 

Dion,  exafperated  at  the  frelh  injuries  he  had  received  in 
my  perfon,  fuddenly  exclaimed,  The  fchool  of  philofophy 
muft  no  longer  teach  Dionyfius,  but  that  of  adverfity,  and 
I  fly  to  condud  him  to  it.  My  miffion  then,  anfwered  I,  is 
at  an  end.  Were  my  hands  ftill  able  to  bear  arms,  I  would 
never  take  them  up  againft  a  prince  with  whom  I  have  par- 
taken of  the  fame  houfe,  the  fame  table,  and  the  fame  facri- 
fices  ;  who,  deaf  to  the  calumny  of  my  enemies,  fpared  that 
life  which  was  at  his  difpofal  \  and  to  whom  I  have  a  hun- 
dred times  promifed  never  to  countenance  any  enterprise  a- 
gainft  his  authority.  If,  at  any  time,  returning  again  to  pa- 
cific views,  either  of  you  ftand  in  need  of  my  mediation,  I 
will  with  pleafure  tender  it  to  you  ;  but  fo  long  as  you  ihall 

h  Id.  ibid.  p.  350.  I  Lacrt.  in  Plat.  lib.  3.  §  %%. 

i  Plut.  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  965.    Diog.  |     *  put,  ibid. 
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meditUte  projects  of  deftru&ion,  look  not  $o  me*  either  for 
counfel  or  aififtance  K 

For  three  years  I  have  employed  various  pretexts  to  keep 
him  inailive  ;  but  he  has  juft  declared  to  me  that  it  is  time 
to  fly  to  the  afliftance  of  his  country.  The  principal  inha- 
bitants of  Syracufe,  weary  of  the  fervitude  under  which  they 
groan,  wait  only  for  his  arrival  to  (hake  off  the  yoke.  I  have 
feen  their  letters  :  they  neither  require  troops  nor  veflels ; 
but  folicit  his  name  to  authorife,  and  his  pretence .  to  unite 
them  m.  They  alfb  inform  him,  that  his  wife,  no  longer  able 
to  reiift  the  menaces  and  violence  of  the  king,  has  been  for- 
ced  to  contract  a  fre(h  marriage  \  The  meafure  is  full. 
Dion  will  immediately  return  to  Peloponnefus,  where  he 
will  levy  foldiers,  and,  when  his  preparations  are  completed, 
pafs  into  Sicily. 

Such  was  the  relation  given  us  by  Plato.  We  took  leave 
of  him,  and,  on  the  next  day,  fet  out  on  our  journey  into 
Boeotia. 


CHAP.     XXXIV* 

journey  through  Baotia  *.     The  Cave  of  Trophonius.     Hefiod. 

Pindar. 

Travellers  may  joutney  with  the  greateft  fafety  in  every 
part  of  Greece ;  there  a,re  inns  in  the  principal  cities,  and 
ton  the  great  roads  °,  but  ftrangers  are  fleeced  in  them  with- 
out mercy.  As  the  country  is  almoft  every  where  inter- 
fperfed  with  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  carriages  are  made  ufe 
of  only  for  Qiort  journeys  ;  and  then  too  it  is  often  necenary 
to  put  a  drag  on  the  wheels  p  :  in  thofe  of  any  length,  mules 


1   Id.  Epift.  7.  t.  iii.  j>>  350. 
m  Plot,  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  967. 
B  Id.  ibid.  p.  966. 

*  See  the  map  of  Boeotia. 


0  Plat,   de  Leg.   lib    11.  p.   9^9. 
iBfchin.  de  Falf.  Lcgat.  p.  41*. 
p  Athcn.  lib.  3.  p.  99. 
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are  preferable  q,  and  the  traveller  fliould  take  flaves  wilh  him 
to  carry  his  baggage  r. 

Befides  the  hofpitable  reception  which  the  Greeks  in  ge- 
neral are  always  ready  to  give  to  ftrangers,  there  are  in  the 
chief  towns  perfons  called  prtxemi,  who  are  exprefsly  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe.  Thefe  are  fometiines  individuals 
eonnefted  by  commerce,  or  the  bonds  of  hofpitality,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  another  city  ;  fometimes  perfons  inverted  with  _ 
a  public  character,  and  appointed  to  be  the  agents  of  a  city 
or  nation  whkh  has  chofen  them  by  a  folemn  decree,  with 
the  content  of  the  people  to  whom  they  belong  • ;  laftly,  there 
are  others  of  them  who  manage  at  once  the  public  afluirs  of 
fome  foreign  city,  and  t  ran  fact  bufinefe  for  its  private  ci- 
tizens c. 

The  proxenus  of  a  city  finds  lodgings  for  its  deputies, 
whom  he  accompanies  every  where,  and  avails  himfelf  of 
his  credit  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  their  negociations  u  mr  he 
procures  likewife  for  fuch  of  ks  inhabitants  as  travel  all  the 
accommodations  in  his  power.  This  afliftance  we  experien- 
ced in  many  of  the  Grecian  cities.  In  fome  places,  indivi- 
duals anticipated  our  defires  x,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
good  opinion  of  the  Athenians,  whofe  agents  they  wiflied  to 
be,  and  of  enjoying,  if  they  fliould  come  to  Athens,  certain 
privileges  annexed  to  that  title  -r  fuch  as  the  permiflion  to  be 
prefent  at  the  general  aflembly,  and  precedency  at  religious 
ceremonies  as  well  as  the  public  games  y. 

We  left  Athens  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  M unychion, 
in  the  3d  year  of  the  105th  Olympiad  *»  and  arrived  the  fame 
evening  at  Oropus  by  a  rugged  road,  but  fhaded  in  fome  parts 


4  ^Sfchta;  io  Ctefiph  p.  440. 

r  Id.  de  Falf.  LcgaL  p.  4 10.  Ca- 
faub.  in  Thcophr.  cap.  ix.  p.  1*3. 
Duport,  ibid,  p  385. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  2  cap.  ftp.  Id.  lib. 
5.  cap.  50.  Xcnoph.  Hift  Grsec.  lib. 
j.  p.  43ft.    Euftath.  in  Iliad,  lib.  4.  p* 

5  Ion.  ap.  Athco.  Uh.  Sj.  p.  603* 


Dcmofth.  in  Callip.  p.  1099.  et  ixcr. 

u  Xcnoph.  ibid.  lib.  5.  p.  570.  Eu- 
ftatb.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.-  405. 

x  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  70. 

y  De  l'Etat  dcs  Colon,  par.  M.  de 
Sainte- Croix,  p.  89. 

•  The  fpriug  of  the  year  $57  Uforc 
Chxifl. 
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trith  groves  of  laurel  2.  This  town,  fitnated  on  the  confines 
of  Boeotia  and  Attica,  is  about  twenty  fladia  diftant  from 
the  fea  a  *.  The  duties  on  entry  are  collected  there  with  ex- 
ceffive  rigour,  and  extend  even  to  provifions  for  the  confump- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  b,  who  are  in  general  extremely  re- 
ferved,  and  fordidly  avaricious. 

Near  this  town,  and  on  a  fpot  embelliflied  by  fprings  of 
limpid  watter c,  Hands  the  temple  of  Amphiaraus.  He  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  Theban  war,  and  as  he  performed  the 
functions  of  foothfayer,  was  fnppofed  to  deliver  oracles  after 
his  death.  Thofe  who  come  to  confult  him,  muft  abftain  for 
three  days  from  wine,  and  from  all  forts  of  food  for  twenty- 
four  hours  **.  They  then  immolate  a  ram  near  his  ftatue, 
Aretch  the  Ikin  before  the  porch,  and  fleep  upon  it;  after 
which  it  is  affirmed  that  the  god  appears  to  them,  and  anfwer* 
their  queftions  in  a  dream  c.  A  great  number  of  miracles  are 
laid  to  have  been  wrought  in  this  temple  ;  but-  the  Boeotians 
are  fo  credulous  refpe&ing  oracles  f,  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
rely  on  any  thing  they  fay  on  the  fubjed. 

At  the  diftance  of  thirty  fladia  f ,  we  arrive  at  *  the  town  *f 
Tanagra,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  the  houfes  of  which  make 
a  haodfome  appearance,  the  greateft  part  of  them  being  orna- 
mented with  encauftic  paintings  and  veAibules.  The  terri- 
tory of  this  town,  watered  by  a  fmall  river  called  Thermodon  h, 
is  covered  with  olives  and  various  kinds  of  trees.  It  produ- 
ces little  corn,  but  the  beft  wine  in  Boeotia. 

Though  the  inhabitants  are  rich,  they  are  ftrangers  to  luxu- 
ry and  its  concomitant  exceffes.  They  are  accufed  of  being 
envious  ! ;  yet  we  only  obferved  among  them  fincerity,  a  love 


2  Dicxarch.  Scat.  Gnec.  ap.  Geog. 
Mis.  C.  «.  p.  II. 

a  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  403. 

*  About  three  quarters  of  a  league. 

b  Dioearch.  ibid.  p.  I  a. 

c  Lit.  lib.  45.  cap.  *7- 

d  Philottrat.  Vit.  AppolL  lib.  a.  cap. 
37-  P.  99* 


c  Paofan.  lib.  1.  cap  34.  p.  $4. 
f  Pint.  de  One.  Defied,  t.  H.  p.  41  r# 
f  Something  more  ihao  a  leagve, 
*  Dicacarch.  Stat.  Grsec.  ap.  Oeoe. 

Min.  t.  ii.  p.  i».  B# 

h  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  4a. 
i  Dicasarch.  Stat.  Gfscc.  Geo*  Min. 

t.  ii.p«  18. 
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of  juftice  and  hofpitality,  and  an  anxiety  to  aid  thdfe  unhappy 
perfons  who  are  compelled  by  neceffity  to  -wander  from  town 
to  town.  They  fly  from  idlenefs,  and  deteftiog  illicitgain, 
live  contented  with  their  fituation.  There  is  not  a  place  in 
Boeotia  where  travellers  have  fewer  impofitions.  and  extortions 
to  apprehend  k.  I  think  I  have  Jifcovercd  the  fecret  of  their 
virtues  ;  they  prefer  agriculture  to  the  other  arts. 

So  great  is  their  veneration  for  their  gods,  that  they  build 
their  temples  only  in  fituations  fe  pa  rate  from  the  habitations 
of  mortals  !.  They  pretend  that  Mercury  once  delivered  them 
from  the  plague,  by  carrying  a  ram  round  the  town  upon  his 
fhoulders  j  and  they  therefore  reprefent  him  in  his  temple 
carrying  a  ram,  and  on  the  day  of  his  feftlval  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  his  beneficence,  by  a  ceremony  in  which  a  beau- 
tiful youth  reprefents  the  god m.  For  the  Greeks  are  per* 
fuaded  that  the  offerings  made  to  the  gods  are  more  accept- 
able when  prefented  by  youth  and  beauty. 

Gorinna  was  of  Tanagra,  and  cultivated  poetry  with  fuc- 
cefs.  We  faw  her  tomb  in  the  mod  confpicuous.  part  of  the 
town,  and  her  portrait  in  the  gymnafium*  On  reading  her 
works,  we  are  tempted  to  afk  why,  in  poetical  competitions, 
they  were  fo  often  preferred  to  thofe  of  Pindar ;  but  when  we 
view  her  portrait,  we  inquire  why  they  have  not  always  ob- 
tained the  preference  D. 

The  Tanagrians,  like  all  the  other  Greeks,  have  a  paffion 
for  cock-fighting.  Thefe  birds  with  them  are  of  an  extraor- 
dinary fize  and  beauty  °  ;  but  they  feem  lefs  intended  to  per- 
,  petuate  their  fpecies  than  to  deftroy  it,  for  they  breathe  no- 
thing but  war  p.  They  are  conveyed  to  different  cities  for 
{he  purpofe  of  fighting  with  each  other ;  and  to  render  their 

™    "  *        '  *      ■  r- 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  13.  1      Q  Columell.  de  Re  Roil.  lib.  8.  cap. 

I  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap.  12.  p.  753,  I  %.    Van.  de  Re  Ruft.  lib.  3.  cap.  9. 

m  Id.  ibid.  p.  75a.  I      P  Plin.  lib.  10.  cap.  21.  t.  i  p.  5J4. 

a  Id.  ibid.  p.  753.  *  'T 
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faiy  more  deftru&ive,  their  fpars  are  tipped  with  points  of 
brafs  *. 

We  fet  out  from  Tanagra,  and,  after  travelling  two  hun- 
dred ftadia**  along  a  rongh  and  difficult  road,  arrived  at  Pla* 
taea,  once  a  powerful  city,  but  now  buried  beneath  its  ruins* 
It  was  fituated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Cithaeron  •,  in  the  beau- 
tiful plain  watered  by  die  Afopus,  where  Mardonius  was  de- 
feated at  the  head  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Perfians.  The 
Plaueans  diftinguifhed  themfelves  fo  eminently  in  this  battle/ 
.that  the  other  Greeks,  as  well  in  acknowledgment  of  their 
valour  as  to  avoid  all  jealoufy,  decreed  to  them  the  chief  glo- 
ry. Feftivals  were  inftituted  here  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  this  great  event ;  and  it  was  determined  that  funeral  cere* 
monies  ihould  annually  be  celebrated  on  the  fpot,  in  honour 
ef  the  Greeks  who  fell  in  the  engagement  *.     N 

Such  inftitutions  are  very  common  among  the  Greeks  9 
they  are  aware  that  monuments  alone  are  tranfient  records  of 
illuftrious  deeds,  or  at  beft  inadequate  to  excite  others  to  e- 
jnplate  them*  Monuments  either  perilh  or  are  unknown,  and 
are  frequently  only  proofs  of  the  talents  of  the  artift,  and.  the 
vanity  of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  ere&ed.  But  general 
and  folemn  afiemblies,  in  which  every  year  the  names  of  tho 
heroes  who  have  devoted  themfelves  to  death  are  repeated 
with  a  loud  voice,  while  the  eulogium  of  their  virtues  is  pro- 
nounced by  the  ableft  orators,  and  while  their,  countrymen, 
proud  of  their  relation  to  them,  refort  thither  to  fhed  tears  o- 
vcr  their  tombs ;  thefe  are  indeed  the  nobleft  honours  that 
oan  he  decreed  to  valour.  The  following  is  a  description  of 
the  ceremonies  annually  obferved  by  the  Plataeans. 

At  break  of  day  u,  a  trumpeter  founding  a  charge  opened 
the  proceffion  ;  next  came  feveral  chariots  filled  with  chap-. 


9  Ariftoph.  in  Av.  v.  760.  Schol.  ib.  I  *  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  411. 

€t  v.  1365.  I  «  Plut.  in  Ariftid.  tip.  33a* 

r  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Grzc.  p.  14.  |  u  Id.  ibW. 
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lets  and  branches  of  myrtle ;  and  after  them  a  Mads,  bull  fol- 
lowed by  young  men  carrying  veffels  full  of  milk,  wine,  and 
different  forts  of  perfumes  ;  then  came  the  firft  magistrate  of 
the  Plateaus,  clad  in  a  purple  robe,  holding  a  «vafe  in  one 
band,  and  in  the  other  a  fword*  The  proceffion  eroded  the 
city  ;  and  when  it  arrived  at  the  field  of  battle,  the  magistrate 
drew  feme  water  from  a  neighbouring  fountain,  wa&ed  the 
cippi  or  columns  erc&ed  oyer  the  graves,  fprinkled  them 
with  effences,  and  facrifieed  the  bull.  Then,  after  putting  up 
prayers  to  Jupiter  and  Mercury,  he  invited  the  (hades  of  the 
warriors  (lain  in  the  battle  to  partake  of  the  libations ;  after 
which,  filling  his  cup  with  wine,  be  poured  out  a  part  of  it, 
and  (aid  aloud  :  f  I  drink  to  tbofe  valiant  men  who  died  for 
the  liberty  of  Greece/9 

After  the  battle  of  Platata,  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  unit* 
ed  with  the  Athenians,  and  (hook  off  the  yoke  of  the  The* 
|wns,  who  confidered  themfelves  as  their  founders  %  and  from 
that  moment  were  converted  iato  their  implacable  enemies* 
T*his  hatred  they  jparried  to  fo  great  a  length,  that,  having  en- 
tered into  an  alliance  with  the  Lacedjeroonians,  in  the  Pelo* 
ponnefian  war,  they  attacked  the  city  of  Plataea,  and  totally 
destroyed  it  ?»  It  was  foon  after  rebuilt ;  and  ss  it  (till  re* 
snained  firm  in  its  attachment  to  the  Athenians,  the  Thebaas 
look  and  deftroyed  it  a  fecond  time,  about  (eventeen  years 
ago  z.  No  part  of  it  is  now  remaining  but  the  temples,  which 
the  religion  of  the  vi&ors  had  fpared,  a  few  fcattered  houfes, 
and  a  large  inn  for  the  reception  of  ftrangers  who  vifit  this 
place  to  offer  facrifices.  The  latter  is  a  building  two  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  as  many  broad,  with  a  great  number  of 
apartments  on  the  ground  floor  and  firft  (lory  \ 

We  faw  the  temple  of  Minerva  built  from  the  fpoils  of  the 
Peruana  taken  at  Marathon.     Folygnotus  had   there  painted) 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  62,  I      z  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  362. 

J  Id.  ibid.  cap.  68.  J      *  Thucyd.  lib.  3.  eap.  68. 
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the  return  of  Ulyfies  to  his  kingdom,  and  his  Daughter  of  the 
lovers  of  Penelope/  Onatas  had  alio  reprefented  the  firft  ex- 
pedition of  the  Argives  againft  TK~besb.  Xhefe  pi&ures  dill 
retain  all  their  beauty  c.  The  (tatue  of  the  goddefs  is  by 
Phidias,  and  of  an  extraordinary  fize  ;  it  is  of  gilt  wood;  but 
the  face,  hands,  and  feet,  are  of  marble4* 

In  the  temple  of  Diana,  we  faw  the  monument  of  Euchidas, 
a  citizen  of  Platsea.  On  this  occafion  we  were  told,  that  after 
the  defeat  of  the  Perfians,  the  oracle  had  commanded  the 
Greeks  to  extinguish  the  fires  then  burning  in  the  temples, 
becaufe  they  had  been  polluted  by  the  barbarians,  and  to 
come  to  Delphi  for  that  which  they  were  to  ofe  in  future  for 
their  facrifices.  All  die  fires  of  the  country  having  therefore 
been  extinguHhed,  Euchidas  immediately  fet  out  for  Delphi, 
took  feme  fire  from  the  altar,  and  returning  the  fame  day  to 
Platsea,  before  fun- fet,  expired  in  a  few  minutes  after  his  ar- 
rival e.  He  had  travelled  one  thoufand  ftadia  on  foot  *;  an 
aftonifljing  journey,  which  will  no  doubt  appear  fcarcely  cre- 
dible to  thofe  who  are  ignorant  how  much  the  Greeks  exer- 
cife  themfelves  in  running,  and  who  know  not  that  moft  of 
the  towns  maintain  couriers  f,  accuftomed  to  travel  over  ex- 
tenfive  tra&s  of  country  in  a  day  *• 

Our  road  next  -  lay  through  the  town  of  Leu&ra,  and  the 
city  of  Thefpjae,  which  derive  their  celebrity  from  great  dif- 
afters.  Near  to  the  former  was  fought  that  bloody  battle 
which  overthrew  the  Lacedaemonian  power :  the  latter  was 
deftroyed,  like  Plataea,  in  the  late  wars  h.  The  Thebans  fpar- 
ed  nothing  but  the  (acred  monuments,  two  of  which  attracted 
our  attention  :  the  temple  of  Hercules,  which  is  ferved  by  a 
prieftefs  redacted  to  celibacy  during  her  whole  life  l ;  and 


b  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap.  4.  p.  718. 
c  Plut  in  Ariftid.  t.  i.  p.  331. 

*  Paufcn.  ibid. 

*  3  7  digues  and  •  half. 

e  Plut.  in  Ariftid.  t.  i.  p.  331, 
f  Herodoc.  lib.  6.  cap.  106. 


*  Liv.  lib.  3.  np.  24,  PHn.  lib.  7. 
cap.  20.  t.  i-  p.  3S6.  Sol  in.  cap.  1.  p. 
9.  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  des  Bell.  Lcttr, 
t.  ila.  p.  3r6. 

|»  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  IJ.  p.  362  et  367. 

1  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap.  a;,  p.  763. 
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the  ftatute  of  that  Cupid,  fomctimcs  confounded  with  the  god 
of  love,  which  is  only  a  (hapelef*  ftone  as  it  comes  out  of  the 
quarry  k  ;  for  it  was  thus*  the  obje&s  of  public  worfhip  were 
represented  in  ancient  times. 

We  flept  at  a  place  named  Afcra,  diftant  about  forty  ftadia 
from  Thefpiac  l  *.  This  is  a  hamlet  infupportable  to  live  in, 
both  in  fummer  and  winter  *  j  but  it  is  the  country  of  He- 
fiod. 

The  next  day,  a  narrow  path  brought  us  to  the  facred  grove 
of  the  mufes  ?  ;  in  our  afcent  we  flopped  on  the  brink  of  the 
fountain  Aganippe,  and  afterward  at  the  ftatue  of  Linus,  one 
of  the  mod  ancient  Grecian  poets.  This  ftatue  is  placed  in 
a  grotto  °,  which  refembles  a  fmall  temple.  To  the  right  and 
left  we  viewed,  with  pleafure,  the  numerous  dwellings  built 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  on  thefe  heights  p. 

Proceeding  onwards,  we  next  entered  fome  beautiful  alleys, 
and  imagined  ourfelves  tranfported  to  the  fplendid  court  of 
the  Mufes ;  for  here  is  it,  in  fad,  that  they  manifeft  their 
power  and  influence  in  the  mod  fignal  manner,  by  the  monu- 
ments which  decorate  and  feem  to  animate  thefe  folitary 
haunts.  Their  ftatues  executed  by  different  artifts,  frequent- 
ly prefent  themfelves  to  the  eyes  of  the  fpedator.  Here  A- 
pollo  and  Mercury  are  contending  for  a  lyre q  j  there  ft  ill 
breathe  a  band  of  celebrated  poets  and  muficians,  Thamyris, 
Arion,  Hefiod,  and  Orpheus,  around  whom  are  various 
figures  of  wild  animals  attracted  by  the  melody  of  his  voice r. 

A  great  number  of  tripods  of  bronze  are  feen  on  all  fides, 
the  illuftrious  reward  of  genius  crowned  at  the  competitions  of 
poetry  and  mufic  *.  By  the  vi&ors  themfelves  were  they  dedi- 
cated on  this  hallowed  ground.  The  traveller  particularly  re- 
marks that  gained  by  Hefiod  at  Chalcis  in  Euboea c.    Former- 


k  Id.  ibid.  p.  761. 

1  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  409. 

•  About  a  league  and  a  half. 

m  Hefiod.  Opcr.  v.  63S. 

0  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  410. 

9  Pau&a.  lib.  9.  cap.  29.  p.  ;66r 


P  Id.  ibid,  cap  31.  p.  771. 
4  Id.  ibid.  cap.  30.  p.  767. « 
r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  30.  p.  768. 
*  Id.  ibid.  p.  771. 
c  Hefiod.  Opcr.  v.  6j8, 
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}j  the  Thefpians  annually  repairrd  hither  to  diftribute  prizes 
of  this  kind,  and  to  celebrate  feftivals  in  honour  of  the  mufes 
and  the  god  of  love  u. 

Beyond  the  grove,  and  through  flowery  meads,  flow  a  fmaU 
xiver  named  PermeJTus,  the  fountain  of  Hippocrene,  and  that 
of  NarcifTus,  where  it  is  related  that  this  youth  expired  with 
love,  while  contemplating  his  image  in  the  placid  waters  of 
the  fpring  *• 

We  were  now  on  Helicon,  that  hill  fo  famous  for  the  pure-, 
nefs  of  the  air,  the  abundance  of  its  waters,  its  fertile  val- 
leys, the  coolnefs  of  its  (hades,  and  the  beauty  of  the  vener- 
able trees  which  clothe  its  fummit.  The  neighbouring  peafants 
allured  us  that  the  plants  which  grow  on  it  are  fo  falubrious, 
that,  after  feeding  on  them,  ferpents  lofe  their  venom.  They 
attributed  an  extraordinary  fweetnefs  to  the  fruit  produced  * 
here,  and  particularly  to  the  andrachne  y. 

The  mufes  reign  on  Helicon.  Their  hiftory  is  filled  only 
with  abfurd  traditions  ;  but  their  origin  is  indicated  by  their 
names.  It  feems  as  if  the  firft  poets,  enchanted  with  the 
beauties  of  nature,  occafionally  were  led  to  invoke  the  nymphs 
of  the  woods,  hills,  and  fountains,  and  that,  yielding  to  the 
prevailing  tafte  for  allegory,*  they  gave  them  names  relative 
to  the  influence  they  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  over  the  pro* 
duftions  of  the  mind.  At  firft  three  mufes  only  were  admit- 
ted, Melete,  Mneme,  and  Acede  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  medita- 
tion or  reflection  neceflary  to  ftudy  j  memory  which  records 
illuftrious  deeds  ;  and  fong  which  accompanies  their  recital. 
In  proportion  as  improvement  was  made  in  the  art  of  verfifi- 
pation,  its  characters  and  effe&s  were  perfonified,  the  number 
of  the  mufes  increafed,  and  the  names  they  now  received  re- 
ferred to  the  charms  of  poetry,  its  celeftial  origin,  the  beauty 
of  its  language,  the  pleafure  and  gaiety  it  infpires,  the  fong 
**  ■  ■■■        ..,..■ .  i         . .  .  i       ■  v 

u  Paufen.  ibid.  I     *  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap*  %%.  p.  763* 

x  Id.  ibid.  cap.  29.  p.  706.  ;  cap.  31.  I      z  Id.  ibid.  p.  765. 
f»773.  | 
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find  dance  which  add  to  it  new  charms,  and  the  glory  witfc 
which  it  is  crowned  *.  Afterwards  were  affociated  with  them 
the  graces,  whofe  employment  it  is  to,  embellifli  poetry,  and 
love  who  %  fo  frequently  its  objeft  *. 

Thefe  ideas  took  birth  in  a  barbawms  country,  in  Thrace 
where  Orpheus,  Linus,  and  their  di&iples,  fuddenly  appeared 
in  the  midft  of  ignorance.  The  mufes  were  honoured  there 
on  the  Pierian  mount b,  and  extending  their  dominion,  fucccf- 
•fively  toot  their  ftations  on  Pindus,  Parnaffus,  Helicon,  and 
all  thofe  folitary  places  where  the  painters  of  nature,  furround- 
ed  by  the  moft  pleafing  images,  experience  the  divine  glow  o( 
infpi  ration. 

We  quitted  thefe  delicious  retreats,  ♦and  proceeded  to  Leba- 
dea,  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  whence  iffues  the  lit- 
tle river  Hercyne,  which  forms  innumerable  cafcades  in  it? 
defceot c.  The  town,  on  all  fides,  prefects  the  eye  with  mo- 
numents of  the  magnificence  and  tafte  of  the  inhabitants  d. 
We  furveyed  them  with  much  pleafure,  but  were  ftill  mote 
anxious  to  vifit  the  cave  of  Trophonius,  one  of  the  moft  ce- 
lebrated oracles  of  Greece  ;  we  were  however  prevented  from 
entering  it  by  an  indifcrction  of  Philotas, 

One  evening,  while  we  were'fupping  with  one  of  the  chief 
men  of  the  town,  the  converfation  turned  on  the  miracles  of 
this  myfterious  cavern.  Fhilotas  teftified  fome  doubts,  and 
obferved  that  thefe  wonders  were  in  general  no  more  than 
natural  effects.  I  was  once,  faid  he,  in  a  temple,  when  the 
ftatue  of  the  god  appeared  covered  with  fweat :  the  people 
cried  out,  A  miracle ;  but  I  afterwards  learnt  that  it  was  made 
of  a  wood  which  had  the  property  of  exuding  a  moifture  at 
certain  times  e.  Scarcely  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  when 
we  perceived  one  of  the  guefls  turn  pale,  and  quickly  leave  the 


*  See  note  at'the  end  of  the  Tolume. 
a  Hcfiod.  Theogon.  v.  64. 
t>  Prid.  in  Marmor.  Oxon.  p.  340. 
c  Paufan.  lib.  9.   cap.  39.  p.  789. 
Wheel  book  4.  p.  32;.    Spon.  t.  ii. 

3 


p.  50.    Pococke,  t.  iiu  p.  1^8. 

d  Paufan.  ibid. 

c  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant.  lib.  5.  cap. 
xo»  p«  54  r. 
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Company:  he  was  one  of  the  priefts  of  Trophomusi  We  were, 
advifed  not  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  his  vengeance,  by  entering  a 
fubterraneons  labyrinth,  the  windings  of  which  are  known 
only  to  thefe  priefts  *. 

A  few  days  after,  being  informed  that  a  Theban  was  a« 
boat  to  defcend  into  the  cavern,  we  took  the  road  of  the 
mountain,  accompanied  by  feme  friends,  and  preceded  by  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lcbadea.  We  foon  reach* 
6d  the  temple  of  Trophonins,  fituated  in  the  middle  of  a 
wood9  confecrated  likewife  to  him f.  His  ftatue,  which  re* 
prefents  him  as  /Efculapius,  is  by  the  hand  of  Praxiteles, 

Trophonius  was  an  architect,  who  jointly  with  his  brother 
Agamedes  built  the  *  mple  of  Delphi.  .Some  fay  that  they 
contrived  a  fecret  paflage,  in  order  to  fteal,  during  the  night, 
the  treafure  depo£ted  in  the  temple,  and  that  Agamedes  being 
caught  in  a  fnare  exprefsly  laid  for  him,  Trophonius,  to  a- 
void  fufpicion,  cut  off  his  head,  and  was  feme  time  after 
fwallowed  up  by  the  earth  which  opened  beneath  his  feet  ?« 
Others  affirm,  that  the  two  brothers  having  completed  the 
temple,  fupplicated  Apollo  to  grant  them  a  recompence.  The 
god  anfwered,  that  they  would  receive  it  in  feven  days,  and, 
6n  the  end  of  the  feyenth,  they  were  rewarded  with  death  in 
a  peaceful  flumber h.  Nor  are  the  reafons  affigned  for  the 
divine  honours  paid  to  Trophonius  lefs  various :  almoft  all 
the  objeds  of  Grecian  worlhip  have  origins  which  it  is  im* 
poffible  to  penetrate,  and  unneceflary  to  difcufs. 

The  road  leading  from  Lebadea  to  the  cave  of  Trophonius, 
is  full  of  temples  and  ftatues.  This  cavern,  excavated  a  little 
above  the  facred  wood,  hxft  prefents  a  fort  of  veftibule  fur- 
rounded  with  a  baluftrade  of  white  marble,  on  which  are 
placed  obeiilks  of  brafs  l.    From  {hence  we  enter  a  grotto 


•  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  |      h  Pindar,  ap.  Pint-  de  Confol.  t.  ii 
1  Pamlan.  lib.  9.  cap.  39.  p.  789.        ]  p.  109. 

*  Id  ibid.  cap.  y\.  p.  7&J.  I  Ji  Paufan.  lib.j.  p.  79*.    PbUoftr. 
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hewn  out  with  the  chifel,  eight  cubits  high  and  four  wide  •/ 
In  this  is  the  entrance  of  the  cavern,  which  is  defcended  into* 
by  means  of  a  ladder ;  and,  when  at  a  certain  depth,  the  per- 
fon  who  defcends,  finds  a  very  narrow  aperture,  through  which 
he  mult  pafs  his  feet ;  and  when,  with  much  difficulty,  he 
has  introduced  the* reft  of  his  body,  he  feels  himfelf  hurried 
along,  with  the  rapidity  of  a  torrent,  to  the  very  bottom  of 
the  cavern.  When  he  returns,  he  is  thrown  back,  with  his 
head  downwards,  with  the  fame  force  and  velocity.  Cakes 
made  with  honey,  which  he  is  obliged  to  hold,  prevent  him 
from  putting  his  hand  on  the  fprings  employed  to  accelerate 
his  defcent  or  return  ;  but,  to  remove  all  fufpicion  of  a  trick, 
the  priefts  tell  him  that  the  cave  is  full  1  f  ferpents,  and  that 
he  can  only  fecure  himfelf  from  their  bite  by  throwing  to 
them  thefe  cakes  of  honey  k. 

It  is  not  permitted  to  enter  the  cavern  but  in  the  night,  af- 
ter long  preparations,  and  a  drift  examination.  Terfidas,  for 
that  was  the  name  of  the  Theban  who  came  to  confult  the 
oracle,  had  pafled  feveral  days  in  a  chapel  dedicated  to  For- 
tune and  the  Good  Genius,  ufing  the  cold  bath,  abilaining 
from  wine  and  every  thing  prohibited  by  the  ritual,  and  feed- 
ing on  victims  which  he  had  himfelf  offered  l. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  night,  a  ram  was  facrificcd,  and 
the  augurs  having  examined  the  entrails,  as  they  had  done  in 
the  preceding  facrifices,  declared  that  Trephonius  accepted 
the  worfhip  of  Terfidas,  and  would  anfwer  his  queftions.  He 
was  conducted  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Hercyne,  where  two 
youths,  of  about  thirteen  years  old,  rubbed  him  with  oil,  and 
made  different  ablutions  over  him.  Thence  he  was  led  to 
two  adjacent  fprings,  one  of  which  is  called  the  Fountain  of 
Lethe,  and  the  other  of  Mnemofyne :  the  firft  effaces  the  me- 
mory of  things  pad  ;  the  fecond  imprints  on  the  mind  what 
is  to  be  feen  or  heard  in  the  cavern.    He  was  next  introduced 

*  Height,  1%  feet;  breadth,  6  feet  I      k  Schol,  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  V.  508* 
(Eoglilh J.  *     I     1  Paufan.  lib.  9.  p.  790. 
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alone  into  a  chapel  containing  an  ancient  ftatue  of  Trophonius. 
After  addreffiag  prayers  to  him,  Terfidas  advanced  towards 
the  cavern,  clad  in  a  linen  robe.  We  followed  by  the  feeble 
glimmering  of  the  torches  that  preceded  him,  till  he  entered 
the  grotto  and  difappeared  from  our  fight m. 
•  While  waiting  for  his  return,  we  liftened  attentively  to  the 
converfation  of  the>other  fpeftators,  amongft  whom  were  fe- 
veral  who  had  been  in  the  cave ;  fome  faid  they  had  feen  no- 
thing,  but  that  the  oracle  had  given  its  anfwer  by  an  audible 
voice ;  others  that  they  had  heard  nothing,  but  feen  appear- 
ances proper  to  refolve  their  doubts.  A  citizen  of  Lebadea, 
the  grandfon  of  Timarchus,  a  difciple  of  Socrates,  related  to 
us  an  account  of  what  happened  to  his  grandfather,  which  he 
had  received  from  Cebes,  the  philofopher  of  Thebes,  nearly 
in  the  precife  words  employed  by  Timarchus  n. 

I  had  come,  faid  Timarchus,  to  inquire  of  the  oracle  what 
opinion  ought  to  be  entertained  of  the  genius  of  Socrates. 
At  fir  ft  I  obferved  nothing  in  the  cavern  but  the  mod  intenfe 
darknefe :  I  lay  a  long  time  proftrate  on  the  earth,  addrefiing 
my  prayers  to  Trophonius,  without  knowing  whether  I  was 
afleep  or  waking?  when  of  a  fudden  I  was  faluted  by  pleafing 
but  inarticulate  founds,  and  beheld  an  infinite  number  of  large 
ifiands  illumined  by  a  gentle  light ;  they  were  every  moment 
changing  their  places  and  colours,  turning  round  on  their  axes, 
and  floating  on  a  fea,  at  the  extremities  of  which  rolled  two 
torrents  of  fire.  Near  me  yawned  an  immenfe  gulf,  in 
which  thick  vapours  feemed  to  boil ;  and  from  the  depth  of 
the  abyfs  proceeded  the  howlings  of  animals,  confufedly  inter, 
mingled  with  the  cries  of  children,  and  the  groans  of  men 
and  women. 

Whilft  all  thefe.obje&s  of  terror  filled  me  with  confterna. 
tion,  an  unknown  voice  faid  to  me  in  a  mournful  tone,  Ti- 
marchus, what  wifheft  thou  to  know?   I  anfwered,  almoft 

n  Id.  ibid.  °  Plot  dc  Ocn.  Socr.  t.  ii.  p.  590. 
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"Without  knowing  what  I  laid  :  Every  thing;  for  every  thing 
here  Deems  to  me  molt  wonderful.  This  voice  replied,  The 
iflands  thou  beholdeft  at  a  diftance  are  fuperior  regions,  and 
obey  other  gods  ;  bnt  thou  mayeft  vifit  the  empire  of  Profer- 
pine  which  we  govern,  and  which  is  feparated  from  thefe  re* 

'  gions  by  the  Styx.  I  aiked  what  was  the  Styx.  The  voice  # 
snfwered,  It  is  the  road  that  leads  to  the  infernal  (hades,  and 
the  line  that  feparates  light  from  darknefs.  It  then  explained 
the  generation  and  revolutions  of  fouls,  adding,  Thofe  which 
are  fullied  with  crimes,  fill,  as  thou  feeft,  into  the  gulf,  and 
undergo  a  preparation  for  a  new  birth.  I  fee  nothing,  faid  I, 
but  liars  in  motion  on  the  brink  of  the  abyfs,  feme  defend- 
ing and  others  riling  out  of  it.  Thefe  ftars,  faid  the  voice, 
are  fouls,  Of  which  you  may  diflinguifh  three  fpecies ;  thofe 
which,  being  immerfed  in  pleafure,  have  fuffered  their  na- 
tural light  to  be  extinguiflied  ;  thofe  which,  having  alternate- 
ly ftvuggled  againft  reafon  and  the  paffions,  are  neither  entire- 
ly pure  nor, totally  corrupted  j  and  thofe  which,  taking  rea- 
fon only  for  their  guide,  have  retained  all  the  marks  of  their 
original.     Thou  feeft  the  firfl:  in  thofe   (tars  which  feem  to 

•  thee  extinct ;  the  fecond,  in  thofe  whofe  fplendour  is  obfcured 
by  vapours  which  they  feem  to  be  fhaking  from  them ;  and 
the  third,  in  the  ftars  which,  mining  with  a  vivid  light,  rife 
above  the  others.  Thefe  laft  are  genii,  and  animate  the  happy 
mortals  who  hold  intimate  converfe  with  the  gods.  After  en- 
larging a  little  on  thefe  ideas,  the  voice  faid  to  me,  Young 
man,  thou  (halt  know  this  do&rine  better  in  three  months ; 
thou  art  at  liberty  to  depart.  It  then  was  filent :  I  attempted 
to  turn  round  to  fee  from  whence  it  came,  but  was  inftantly 
ft  ruck  with  a  violent  pain  in  my  head,  as  if  fomebody  had 
forcibly  fqueezed  it.  I  fainted  away,  and,  when  I  recovered, 
found  myfelf  out  of  the  cavern.  Such  was  the  narrative  of 
Timarchus.  His  grandfon  added,  that  his  grandfather  died 
three  months  after  his  return  to  Athens,  as  the  oracle  had 
predicted* 
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We  paffed  the  night,  and  part  of  the  next  day,  in  liftening 
to  fimilar  narrations.  By  combining  them,  it  was  no  difficult 
matter  to  difcover  that  the  priefts  introduced  themfelves  into 
the  cavern  by  fecret  paffages,  and  added  violence  to  their 
juggling  tricks,  in  order  to  djfturb  the  imagination  of  the 
perfons  who  come  to  confult  the  oracle.  Thefe  remain  fome 
a  longer  a>nd  fome  a  fliorter  time  in  the  cavern0 ;  nay,  fome 
have  been  known  to  fleep  in  it  during  two  nights  and  a  day  p. 

It  was  now  noon ;  Terfidas  did  not  appear,  and  we  con- 
tinued to  ftroll  about  the  grotto.  An  hour  after  we  faw  the 
crowd  tumultuoufl  v  flocking  towards  the  balu (trade  :  we  fol* 
lowed  them,  and  perceived  our  Theban  fupported  by  priefts, 
'who  were  forcing  him  down  on  a  feat,  called  the  feat  of  Mne- 
saofyne,  where  he  was  to  relate  what  he  had  feen  and  heard 
in  the  cave.  He  appeared  in  the  utmoft  terror,  and  his  eyes 
were  fo  dim  that  he  was  incapable  of  diftinguifhing  any  per- 
fen.  After  having  procured  from  him  a  few  broken  words, 
-which  were  confidered  as  the  anfwer  of  the  oracle,  his  at* 
tendants  conducted  him  into  the  chapel  of  the  Good  Genius 
and  Fortune.  He  there  gradually  recovered  his  fpirits  q  ;  but 
had  only  a  few  faint  ideas  of  what  had  paffed  in  the  cavern* 
and  probably  a  very  dreadful  impreffion  of  the  terrors  he  had 
felt.  For  this  oracle  is  not  to  be  confulted  with  impunity  i 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  return  from  the  cavern  retain 
for  their  whole  lives  an  air  of  melancholy  that  nothing  can 
remove,  and  which  has  given  occafion  to  the  proverbial  ex- 
predion,  by  which  we  fay  of  a  pcrfon  remarkably  melancholy 
and  gloomy,  He  comes  from  the  cave  of  Trophonius  r.  A- 
znong  the  vail  number  of  oracles  with  which  Boeotia  abounds, 
there  is  none  where  the  impofture  is  more  palpable  and  eafy 
to  be  feen  through  ;  nor  is  there  any  which  is  fo  much  fre- 
quented 

°  Schol.  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  t.  508.      |  '    q  Paafan.  lib.  9.  cap.  39  p.  79a. 
P  Plut.  de  Gen.  Socrat.  t,  ii.  p.  590.   |      r  SchoL  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  108. 
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We  defcended  the  mountain,  and  a  few  days  after  took  tfre 
road  to  Thebes.  We  patted  by  Cfneronea,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  have,  for  the  principal  objcft  of  their  worftiip,  the 
fceptre  which  Vulcan  fabricated  by  order  of  Jupiter,  and 
which  from  Pelops  paffed  fucceffively  into  the  hands  of  A- 
treus,  Thyeftes,  and  Agamemnon.  It  is  not  wor&ipped  in  a 
temple,  but  in  the  houfe  of  a  prieft  :  facrifices  are  offered  to 
it  every  day,  and  k  is  fupplied  with  a  plentiful  table  *. 

From  Charronea  we  proceeded  to  Thebes,  eroding  m  our 
way,  woods,  hills,  fertile  plains,  and  feveral  little  rivers.  Thia 
city,  one  of  the  moil  coniiderable  in  Greece,  is  forrounded 
with  walls,  and  defended  by  towers.  It  has  feven  gates  % 
and  is  forty-three  ftadia  tt  *  in  circumference  f .  The  citadel 
is  fituated  on  an  eminence,  where  the  firft  inhabitants  of  Thebes 
originally  formed  their  fettlement,  and  from  whence  flows  a 
fpring,  which  has  been  conveyed  to  the  city,  from  the  rt- 
ttoteft  periods,  by  fubterraneous  channels  x. 

The  environs  are  embelliihed  by  two  rivers,  by  meadows 
and  gardens.  The  Areets,  like  thofe  of  all  ancient  cities,  are 
irregular  T.  Among  other  magnificent  decorations  of  the 
public  edifices,  we  find  ftatues  of  the  greateft  beauty*  In  the 
temple  of  Hercules,  I  viewed  with  admiration,  the  colofial 
figure  of  that  god,  by  Alcamenes  ;  and  his  labours,  by  Praxi- 
teles *  :  in  that  of  the  Ifmenian  Apollo,  the  Mercury  of  Phi* 
dias,  and  the  Minerva  of  Scopas  *.  As  I  perceived  that  mo- 
numents had  been  erefted  in  honour  of  illuftrious  Thebans,  I 
inquired  for  the  ftatue  of  Pindar.  1  was  told  there  was  none  ; 
but  was  fliown  that  of  Cleon,  the  moil  fkilful  ringer  of  bis 
time.  I  approached,  and  learned  from  the  infeription,  that 
Cleon  had  done  honour  to  his  country  b. 


*  Paufao.  lib.  9.  cap.  40.  p.  795. 
t  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  7*7. 

*  Diczarch.  Stat.  Grace,  v.  95.  p.  ;. 

*  One  league  1563  toifes. 

t  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 


x  Dicxarch.  ibid.  p.  15. 

y  id.  ibid. 

2  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap.  II.  p.  731. 
*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  10.  p.  730. 
b  Atbcn.  lib.  I.  cap.  15.  p.  i£> 
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In  the  temple  of  Apollo  Ifmenius,  amidft  a  great  number 

brazen  tripods,  moil  of  which  are  of  excellent  workman- 
(hip,  we  fee  one  of  gold,  an  offering  from  Croefus,  king  of 
Lydia  c.  Thefe  tripods  have  been  prefented  bj  nations  and 
individuals.  Perfumes  are  burnt  on  them  ;  and  as  they  are 
of  an  elegant  make,  they  ferve  as  ornaments  in  the  temples. 

Thebes,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  cities  of  Greece, 
contains  a  theatre d,  a  gymnafium  or  place  of  exercife  for 
youth  *,  and  a  large  public  fquare  or  forum.  The  latter  is 
furrounded  by  temples  and  many  other  edifices,  the  walls  of 
which  are  covered  with  arms,  taken  from  the  Athenians  by 
the  Thebans  at  the  battle  of  Delium.  From  the  produce  of 
the  remainder  of  thefe  glorious  fpoils  was  built,  on  the  fame 
fpot,  a  magnificent  portico,  decorated  with  a  great  dumber  of 
brazen  ftacues  f. 

The  city  is  extremely  populous*;  its  inhabitants,  like 
thofe  of  Athens,  are  divided  into  three  claffes  ;  the  firft  of 
which  is  compofed  of  citizens,  the  fecond  of  naturalized  fo. 
reigners,  and  the  third  of  the  flaves  * .  Two  parties,  hoftile 
to  each  other,  have  occafioned  frequent  revolutions  in  the  go* 
vernment h.  The  one,  in  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  La* 
cedaemonians,  wiflied  to  eftablifli  an  oligarchy ;  the  other, 
favoured  by  the  Athenians,  was  friendly  to  a  democracy '. 
The  partifans  of  the  latter  fyftem  have  prevailed  of  late 
years*,  and  the  authority  is  now  veiled  abfolutely  in  the 
■people  !. 

Thebes  is  not  only  the  great  fortrefs  of  Boeotia  m,  but  may 
be  laid  to  be  its  capital.  It  is  at  the.  head  of  a  powerful  con- 
federacy, compofed  of  the  chief  cities  of  Boeotia  ;  all  of  which 
poffefs  the  right  of  fending  deputies  tp  the  affembly,  in  which 


c  Hcrodot.  fib.  I.  cap.  92. 

•*  iiv.  lib.  33.  cap.  aS. 

e  Diod.  Sic.  lib   15.  p.  366. 

f  Id.  ibid.  lib.  I  a-  p.  1:9. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

f  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 7.  p.  495. 

fc  Thocyd.'lib.  3.  cap.  6a.     Ariftot. 


de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  388. 

1  Plot,  in  Pclop,  t.  i.  p.  280. 

k  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  388. 

I  Dcmofth.  ifl  Lcpt.  p.  556.    Polyb. 
lib.  6.  p.  488. 

,B  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15  p. '3  fa. 
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affairs  of  the  ftate  are  finally  determined,  after  having  been 
difcufled  in  four  different  councils  *.  At  this  aflembiy  pre- 
fide  eleven  chiefs,  kaown  by  the  name  of  Bceotarchs*,  to 
which  ftation  they  are  elected  by  the  aflembiy  itfelf.  They 
have  great  influence  in  all  deliberations,  and  generally  have 
the  command  of  the  armies  *•  Such  a  power  would  be  dan- 
gerous were  it  permanent ;  but  thofe  inverted  with  it  moft 
lefign  it  at  the  end  of  the  year,  under  pain  of  death,  even 
were  they  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  army,  and  on  the  eve 
of  obtaining  the  moft  Ggnal  advantages  *• 

All  the  Boeotian  cities  have  claims  and  juft  titles  to  inde- 
pendence ;  but  in  defpite  of  all  their  efforts,  and  thofe  of  the 
other  nations  of  Greece,  the  Thebans  have  never  fuffered 
them  to  enjoy  a  complete  (late  of  freedom r.  With  refpecV 
to  the  cities  they  have  founded,  the  Thebans  affert  the  right 
which  other  countries  exercife  over  their  colonies  * :  to  the 
others  they  oppofe  force ',  too  often  the  moil  valid  title,  or 
pofleffion,  which  is  the  moft  indifputable  of  all.  They  have 
deftroyed  Thefpiae  and  Plataca  for  feparating  from  the  Bosotian 
league,  the  refolutions  and  operations  of  which  are  now  en- 
tirely at  their  devotion  u,  and  which  can  bring  into  the  field 
twenty  thoufand  men  x. 

This  power  is  the  more  formidable,  as  the  Boeotians  are  i» 
general  brave,  inured  to  war,  and  elated  with  the  victories 
they  gained  under  Epaminondas.  They  poflefs  furprifing  bo- 
dily ftrength,  and  are  continually  increafing  it  by  the  exer- 
cifes  of  the  gymnafinm  y. 

The  country  they  inhabit  is  more  fertile  than  Attica  *,  and 
produces  a  great  quantity  of  corn  ef  an  excellent  quality  a. 


n  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  38.  Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  is  p.  389-  Lir- lib-  36.  cap.  6. 

0  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  91. 

P  Diod.  Sic.  Jib.  15.  p.  468.  Plat. 
in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  288. 

<*  Pltft.  ibid.  p.  190. 

r  Xenoph.  Hift  Grsec  lib.  6.  p.  594. 
Diod.  Sic  lib.  15.  p.  35J»3<*7i3*Xi 
&c. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  3  cap.  6l  ct  6%. 


c  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grsc  lib.  6.  p.  579. 
Diod.  Sic  lib.  II.  p.  62. 

u  Xcooph.  ibid.  lib.  5.  p.  558.  Diod. 
Sic. lib.  15.  p.389. 

x  Xenopb.  Meraor*  lib.  3.  p.  767. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  12.  p.  119. 

y  Diod.  ibid,  et  lib.  1$.  p.  341  ct 
366. 

*  Strao.  lib.  9.  p.  400. 

a  Plio.  lib.  xf.  t.  ii.  p.  107. 
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By  the  happy  fitnation  of  their  ports,  they  are  enabled  to 
trade  on  one  fide  with  Italy,  Sicily,  and  Africa  ;  and  on  the 
other  with  Egypt,  the  Me  of  Cyprus,  Macedonia,  and  the 
Hellerpont b. 

Befides  the  feftivals  which  are  common  to  the  whole  ftate, 
and  which  aflemble  all  its  people  in  the  plains  of  Coronea, 
near  the  temple  of  Minerva*,  others  are  frequently  celebrat- 
ed which  are  peculiar  to  each  city ;  and  the  Thebans  in  par- 
ticular have  indicated  feveral  at  which  I  have  been  prefent. 
I  lhall  fpeak,  however,  bnt  of  one  eeremony  praftifed  at  the 
feftival  of  the  Laurel  Boughs.  This  was  a  procefiion  which 
I  faw  arrive  at  the  temple  of  the  Ifmenian  Apollo.  The 
prieft  of  this  god  is  changed  every  year ;  and  befides  poilef- 
fing  an  advantageous  figure,  muft  be  young,  and  of  a  good 
family  *.  In  the  procefiion  at  which  I  was  prefent,  the  prieft 
appeared  with  a  golden  crown  npon  his  head,  a  branch  of  laurel 
in  his  hand,  his  hair  flowing  on  his  fkoulders,  and  drefled  m 
a  magnificent  robe  *,  followed  by  a  chorus  of  young  4am- 
fels  alio  carrying  laurel  branches,  and  finging  hymns.  He 
was  preceded  by  one  -of  his  relations,  a  young  man,  bearing 
in  his  hand  a  long  olive  bough  covered  wkh  flowers  and 
leaves  of  laurel,  and  the  procefiion  was  clofed  by  a  globe  of 
brafs  representing' the  fun.  To  this  globe  were  fufpended  fe- 
veral fmaHer  balls  of  the  fame  metal  to  denote  the  ftars,  and 
three  hundred  and  fixty.five  purple  ftreamers,  emblematical 
of  the  days  of  the  year ;  the  moon  likewife  was  represented 
by  a  fmaller  globe  placed  below  the  firft.  As  the  feftival  was 
in  honour  of  Apollo  or  the  fun,  the  defign  of  this  trophy  was 
to  fignify  the  pre-eminence  of  that  luminary  above  all  the 
others.  A  vi&ory  formerly  gamed  over  the  inhabitants  of 
Arne  firft  gave  rife  to  this  folemnity. 


b  Strab.  ibid.  I  cap.  34-  p-  778. 

c  8trab.  lib.  9.  p.  41 1.    Pint.  Araat.  I     d  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  xo.  p.  73a 
-Narrat.  t  ii.  p.  774.    Paufan.  lib.  9.  I     e  Procl.  Chreftoni.  ap.  Phot.  p.  998. 
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Among  the  laws  of  the.Thebans  there  are  foroe  which 
merit  to  be  mentioned.  One  prohibits  the  promotion  of  any 
citizen  to  the  mag  ill  racy  who  has  not  quitted  retail  commerce 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  years f ;  another  inflicts  a  penalty  on 
painters  and  fculptors  who  do  not  treat  their  fubje&s  with 
proper  decency  *  ;  by  a  third  it  is  forbidden  to  expofe  child- 
ren at  their  birth  h,  as  is  pra&ifed  in  foroe  Grecian  cities  !. 
The  father  mud  prefpnt  them  to  the  magi  ft  rate,  with  proof 
that  he  is  himfelf  unable  to  bring  them  up ;  the  ma  gift  rate 
then  gives  them  to  anji^perfon  who  is  willing  to  pur  chafe 
them  for  a  trifling  fura,  with  power  to  place  them  in  the 
number  of  his  flaves  k.  The  Thebaas  grant  the  liberty  of 
redemption  to  captives  taken  in  war,  unlets  they  be  natives 
of  Boeotia,  in  which  cafe  they  are  put  to  death  '• 

The  air  is  remarkably  pure  in  Attica,  and  very  denfe  in 
Boeotia  mv  though  this  country  be  feparated  from  the  former 
only  by  Mount  Cithaeron.  This  difference  feems  to  produce 
a  diffimilarity  of  ch  a  rafter,  and  to  confirm  the  obfervations  of 
philofophers  on  the  influence  of  climate  B  ;  for  the  Boeotians 
in  general  have  neither  that  penetration  nor  vivacity  which 
characterise  the  Athenians,  though  we  ought  perhaps  to  attri- 
bute this  more  to  education  than  to  nature.  If  they  appear 
heavy  and  ftupid  °,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  ignorant  and  clown- 
iih.  As  they  employ  their  time  more  in  bodily  than  mental 
exercifes  p,  they  poflefs  neither  the  gift  of  facility  of  expref- 
fion  q,  the  graces  of  elocution r,  the  knowledge  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  fludy  %  nor  thofe  pleating  manners  which  are  more 
the  work  of  art  than  nature. 


f  Ariftot.   dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  5. 
t.  ii.  p.  344- 
'    E  JEYizd.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  4.  cap.  4. 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  cap.  7. 

i  Pet.  Leg.  Att.  p.  144. 
.   *  Allian.  ibid. 

t  Paufan.  lib.  9.  p.  740. 

m  Cicer.  dc  Fit.  cap.  4.  t.  iii.  p.  iox. 

D  Hippocr.  de  Aer.  Loc.  Ap.  cap. 
$5,  &c.  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p. 
747.    Aral.  ProbL  14.  t  ii.  p.  7JO. 


0  Pind.  Olymp.  6.  ▼.  15a.  Deaiofth, 
de  Cor.  p.  479.  de  Efu  Cars.  t.  ii.  p. 
995.  Dionyf.  Halicarn.  de  Rhet.  t.  ▼. 
p.  4«2.  Cicer.  de  Fat.  cap.  4.  t.  iii.  p. 
101. 

P  Ncp.  in  Alcib.  cap.  II. 
q  Plat,  io  Coiit.  t.  iii.  p.  1 8a. 
r  Lucian.  in  Jov.  Trag.  c.  ii.  p.  679. 
Schol.  ibid. 

1  Srab.  lib.  9.  p.  40I. 
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It  mult  not  be  fuppofed,  however,  that  Boeotia  has  produced 
no  men  of  genius :  fevera}  Taebans  hare  done  honour  to  thp 
fchool  of  Socrates  \  Epamjnondas  was  not  lefs  diftinguiflied 
for  his  knowledge  than  for  his  military  talents  *.  In  my  jour- 
ney I  met  with  a  number  pf  very  intelligent  perfons;  among 
others  Anaxis  and  Diooyfiodorus,  who  jointly  compofed  a 
new  hiftory  of  Greece?1.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remembered  that 
Boeotia  was  the  birth-place  of  Hefiod,  Corinna,  and  Pindar. 

Hefiod  has  left  a  celebrated  name,  and  works  in  great  efti- 
mation.  As  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  co temporary  with 
Homer  '»  fome  have  imagined  Jie  was  bis  rival  j  but  Homer 
could  have  no  rivals. 

The  Theogony  of  Hefiod,  like  that  of  many  ancient  Greek 
writers,  is  only  a  tifiue  of  abfurd  ideas,  or  impenetrable  alle- 
gories. 

The  tradition  of  the  people  who  dwell  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Helicon  rejeds  the  works  afcribed  to  him,  with  the 
exception  of  an  epiflle  addreffed  to  his  brother  Ferfes  z,  to 
exhort  him  to  induftry.  He  reniinds  him  of  the  example  of 
their  father,  who  provided  for  his  family  by  feveral  times  ex- 
poling  his  life  in  a  trading  veffel,  and  who,  towards  the  end 
p(  his  days,  quitted  the  city  of  Cyme,  in  iEolia,  to  fettle  in 
the  vicinity  of  Helicon  a.  Befides  juft  reflexions  on  the  vari- 
ous duties  of  men  b,  and  painful  remarks  on  their  injuftice, 
Hefiod  has  interfperfcd  in  this  work  many  precepts  relative 
to  agriculture  S  the  more  interefting,  as  no  preceding  author 
has  ever  treated  of  this  art  *• 

He  never  travelled  *  ;  but  cultivated  poetry  to  an  extreme 
old  age  f.     His  elegant  and  harmonious  ftyle  captivates  the 


t 


:  Diogca.  Laert.  lib.  ».  §  124. 
11  Nep.  in  Epam.  cap.  ft. 
x  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  403- 
y  Hcrodot.  lib.  ft.  cap.  $$.  Marmor. 
Oxon.  Epoch.  ft9  ct  30. 

7  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap.  31.  p.  771. 
a  Hefiod  Oper.  et  Dics,t.  633. 
•b  Plat.  4c  Rep.  lib.  5.  f.  466.  Ci- 


cer.  ad  FamiL  lib.  6.  cpift.  if.  t.  7.  p. 
413. 

c  Hefiod.  ibid.  t.  383. 

d  Plin.  lib.  24.  cap.  x.  t.  i.  p.  705, 

e  Paufaji.  lib.  1.  cap.  ft.  p.  6. 

f  Ciccr.  de  Scncd.  §  7.  t.  iiju  & 
301- 
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the  ear  * ,  and  breathes  that  genuine  ancient  fimplicity,  which 
confifts  in  prectfely  fniting  the  thoughts  and  the  words  in 
which  the j  are  exprefled  to  the  fubjeft. 

Hefiod  excelled  in  that  kind  of  poetrj  which  requires  little 
elevation  h ;  Pindar  in  that  which  foars  l.  The  latter  float-idl- 
ed at  the  time  of  the  expedition  of  Xerxes  *,  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  about  fixty-five  K 

He  ftudied  poetry  and  mufic  under  different  teachers,  and 
particularly  under  Mjrtis,  a  woman  diftinguifhed  for  her  ta- 
lents, and  ftill  more  celebrated  for  numbering  among  her 
fcholars,  Pindar  and  the  beautiful  Corinna m.  Thefe  pupils 
were  conneded  at  leaft  by  a  love  of  the  arts.  Pindar,  who 
was  the  youngeft  of  the  two,  never  neglefted  to  con fult  Corinna. 
Having  learnt  from  her  that  poetry  fliould  enrich  itfelf  with 
the  fidions  of  fable,  he  thus  began  one  of  his  poems  :  "  Shall 
I  fing  the  river  lfmenus,  the  nymph  Melia,  Cadmus,  Her- 
cules, Bacchus,  Sec.  ?"  To  each  of  thefe  names  he  had  fub- 
joined  epithets.  Corinna  faid  to  him  fmiling,  "  You  have 
taken  a  fack  of  corn  to  fow  a  piece  of  ground,  and  inftead 
of  fcattering  it  with  your  hand,  at  the  very  firft  ftep  you  have 
emptied  the  whole  fade  B." 

He  applied  himfelf  to  every  fpecies  of  poetry  °,  and  princi- 
pally owed  his  fame  to  the  hymns  demanded  of  him,  either 
to  honour  the  feltivals  of  the  gods,  or  to  celebrate  the  triumph 
of  the  viftors  at  the  public  games. 

Nothing  can  be  more  difficult  than  fuch  a  tafk.  The  tribute 
of  praife  required  from  the  poet  muft  be  ready  by  a  ftated 
day ;  he  has  always  the  fame  fcenes  to  paint,  and  is  in  per- 


ff  Dionyf.  Halic.  de  Vet.  Script. 
Cenf.  t  v.  p.  4x9. 

h  Quintil.  lnltit.  lib.  10.  cap.  x.  p. 
619. 

1  Id.  ibid,  p.  63X. 

k  Piod.  lahm.  8.  t.  %o  Schol.  ibid. 
Di«d.  Sic.  lib  xx.  p  %% 

1  Thorn.  Mag.  Gen,  Piod.  Corfin. 


Fail.  Att.  t.  ii  p.  56.  t.  ill.  p.  1%%  ct 
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m  Suid.  in  K*pU.  et  in  n»X 
n  Plut,  de  Gior.  Athcn.  t.  ii.  p.  347. 
0  Suid.  iu  Tint.  Fabr.  fiibi.  Gnec  c. 
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petual  danger  of  foaring  above,  or  finking  beneath  hi9  fub- 
}e& :  but  Pindar  felt  an  internal  fentiment  fuperior  to  fuch 
trifling  obftacles,  and  which  extended  his  views  beyond  the 
limits  of  ordinary  men. 

His  vigorous  and  independent  genius  never  advances  but 
in  bold,  irregular,  and  impetuous  movements.  Are  the  gods 
the  fubjeft  of  his  odes,  he  foars  like  the  eagle  to  the  foot  of 
the  celeftial  throne.  I9  he  to  fing  of  men,  he  ru flies  into  the 
lifts  like  an  ungovernable  courier.  In  the  heavens  and  on 
earth,  he  pours  forth,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  a 
torrent  of  fublime  images,  daring  metaphors,  nervous  thoughts, 
and  luminous  and  refplendent  language  p. 

Why  do  we  fo onetimes  behold  this  torrent  overflow  its 
banks,  return  into  its  bed,  again  burft  over  its  bounds  with. 
redoubled  fury,  and  retire  once  more  peaceably  to  termi- 
nate its  career  ?  Like  a  lion,  who  rufhes  forward  from  time 
to  time  in  various  and  winding  paths,  and  never  repofes 
till  he  has  feized  his  prey,  Pindar  with  determined  force  pur- 
ities every  objeft  which  tranfiently  prefents  itfelf  to  his  view. 
He  runs,  he  flies  on  the  tracks  of  glory ;  and  eagerly  pants 
to  difplay  it  to  his  country.  When  it  is  not  fufficiently  bril- 
liant in  the  vi&ors  he  "is  to  celebrate,  he  feeks  it  in  their  an. 
ceftors,  in  their  native  land,  in  the  inflitutors  of  the  games, 
wherever  he  can  colle&  its  Scattered  rays,  which  he  has  the 
fecret  of  combining  with  thofe  with  which  he  crowns  his  he- 
roes. At  fight  of  their  effulgency,  he  falls  into  a  delirium  that 
nothing  can  fufpend  ;  affimilates  their  fplendour  to  that  of  the 
flar  of  day  q  ;  and  places  the  vi&or  in  whom  they  are  concen- 
tered at  the  fummit  of  happinefs  r. .  If  he  unites  wealth  to 
beauty,  he  elevates  him  to  the  very  throne  of  Jupiter  * ;  but 
to  guard  him  againft  pride,  he  had  ens  to  remind  him,  that, 

P  Horat  Kb.  4   od.  1.  Quintil.  In-  j  p.  34-  t.T.  Hid  p.  95.  t.  xxxil.  p.  451. 

flir.  lib  10.  cap.  1.  p.  631.  D.fc.  Pre-  |      q  Pind.  Olymp.  I.  ▼.  7. 

lim.   de    la    Tradud.   des   Pythiques.  j      r  Id.  ibid.  v.  157. 

Mem:  de  i'Acad  des  Bell.  JLcur.  t,  ii.  I      '  Find.  Itthm-  5.  v.  18. 
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clothed  in  a  mortal  body,  the  earth  will  fbon  be  his  laft  cowr- 
ing l. 

So  Angular  a  language  was  conformable  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
age.  The  recent  victories  gained  bj  the  Creeks  over  the 
Perfians  had  given  them  a  new  proof,  that  nothing  elevates 
the  mind  more  than  confpicuous  and  illuftrious  teliimonials  of 
the  public  efteem.  Pindar  availing  himfelf  of  circumftances, 
and  accumulating  the  moft  energetic  expreffions,  and  the  mot 
brilliant  metaphors,  feemed  to  borrow  the  voice  of  thunder, 
that  he  might  fay  to  the  ftates  of  Greece,  Suffer  not  the  divine 
8ame  enkindled  in  our  hearts  to  be  extinguished ;  excite  every 
Ipecies  of  emulation,  honour  every  kind  of  merit ;  be  allured, 
that  ads  of  fortitude  and  fublimity  alone  can  be  performed 
by  the  man  who  lives  but  for  glory.  To  the  Greeks  aflembled 
in  the  plains  of  Olympia,  he  faid,  Behold  thofe  athletat,  who 
have  engaged  in  contefts  fo  arduous  and  fo  dangerous,  to  ob- 
tain a  few  olive  leaves  in  your  prefence.  What  will  you 
not  perform  then,  when  called  on  to  avenge  your  country  ? 

Even  at  this  day,  thofc  who  attend  the  fplendid  folemni- 
ties  of  Greece  ;  who  behold  a  viftor  at  the  moment  of  his 
triumph ;  who  follow  him  in  his  return  to  his  native  city ; 
who  hear  the  air  refound  with  thofe  (houts,  thofe  tranfports 
of  joy  and  admiration,  amid  which  are  heard  the  names  of 
their  anceftors  who  merited  the  fame  diftin&ion,  and  the  epi- 
thets of  the  tutelary  gods  who  have  effected  r%ch  a  victory 
for  their  country  :  thefe  perfons,  I  fay,  inftead  of  being  fur- 
prifed  at  the  fallies  and  enthufiafm  of  Pindar,  will  feel,  no 
doubt,  that  his  poetry,  fublime  as  it  is,  is  inadequate  to  de- 
fcribe  the  fenfations  which  on  fuch  occafions  they  tbemfclves 
have  experienced. 

Pindar,  frequently  A  ruck  with  a  fpe&acle  no  lefs  affe&ing 
than  magnificent,  partook  of  the  general  intoxication,  and 
transferring  it  to  his  poetical  images,  conftituted  himfelf  the 

1  id.  Ncm  xz.  r.  20. 
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pancgyrift  and  the  diftribujtor.  of  glory  :  hence  aU  his  fabje&s 
were  ennobled,  and  acquired  a  ch&ra&er  of  majefty.  He  had 
to  celebrate  iljuftrious  fovereigns  and  obfcure  citizens  \  bat  in 
either  it  is  not  the  man  that  he  coniiders,  the  vi&or  only  13 
his  theme. 

Under  pretext  that  men  are  foon  difgufted  with  praifes  of 
which  they  themfelves  are  not  the  objedl  u,  he  never  dwelt 
on  perfonal  qualities  ,  but  as  the  virtues  of  kings  entitle  them 
to  real  glory,  he  extols  them  for  the  good  they  have  done  x, 
and  (bows  them  what  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  perform. 
"  Be  juft,"  adds  he,  "  in  all  your  a&ions,  faithful  in  all  your 
words  * ;  reflect  that  thoufands  of  witnefTes  have  their  eyes 
fixed  upon  you  j  the  flighted  error  on  our  parts  would  be  a 
fatal  mifchief  y."  Tliis  was  the  ftyle  of  Pindar's  commenda- 
tion :  he  neither  laviihed  incenfe,  nor  would  grant  every  one 
the  right  to  offer  it,  "  Praifes,"  faid  he,  "  are  the  reward 
of  fublime  actions  z  :  virtues  are  nourifhed  by  their  benignant 
dew,  as  plants  by  the  dew  of  heaven a  j  but  it  is  for  the 
man  of  worth  alone  to  beftow  praifes  on  worthy  men  b." 

Notwithstanding  the  profundity  of  his  ideas,  and  the  ap- 
parent diforder  of  his  ftyle,  his  verfes  have  always  been  uni- 
verfally  applauded.  The  multitude  admire  without  under- 
loading c,  becaufe  for  them  it  is  fuificient  that  lively  images 
pafs  rapidly  before  their  eyes  like  lightning,  and  grand  and 
founding  mftrds  repeatedly  ftrike  their  altoniihed  ears ;  but 
the  moil  difcerning  judges  will  always  place  Pindar  in  the  firft 
rank  of  lyric  poets d,  whilft  philofophers  already  quote  his 
maxims,  and  refpe$  his  authority  c.  ^ 


"  Pind.  Pyth.  1.  v.  160.  8.  v.  43. 
Ifthm.  5.  v.  65.  Ncm.  10.  v.  37. 

x  Id.  OJymp.  1.  ▼.  18.  2.  v.  10.  et. 
180. 

*  The  manner  in  which  Pindar 
clothes  thefe  maxims,  may  give  an  idea 
of  the  boldnefa  of  his  metaphors.  Go- 
wr»,  fays  he,  iv'ttb  tbt  belm  of  juficc } 
fcrgc  your  tongue  on  the  anvil  of  truth, 

*  Find.  Pyth.  1.  ▼.  i6j. 
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D  Id.  Nem.  71.  v.  22. 

c  Id.  Olymp.  2.  v.  153. 
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Inftcad  of  particularizing  the  fpccific  beauties  iaterfperfed 
in  all  his  works,  I  have  confined  mjfelf  to  point  out  the  no- 
ble fentiments  with  which  they  are  animated.  I  may  be  allow- 
ed, therefore,  to  fay  with  him,  "  I  had  many  arrows  to  launch  ; 
I  have  chofen  that  which  might  leave  an  honourable  impreffion 
in  the  butt  #.H 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  give  fome  idea  of  his  life  an<j 
chara&er.  I  have  extracted  the  leading  features  from  his 
writings,  in  which  the  Thebans  fay  he  has  given  his  own  por- 
trait. *'  1  here  was  a  time  when  the  language  of  poetry  was 
not  fullied  by  fordid  intereft  *•  Let  others  at  this  day  bedaz- 
zled  with  the  brilliancy  of  gold ;  let  them  enlarge  their  pof- 
feffions  on  every  fide  h :  I  affix  no  value  to  riches,  except, 
when  tempered  and  embelliihed  by  the  virtues,  they  enable 
us  to  acquire  immortal  glory  l.  My  words  are  never  diftaat 
from  my  thought k.  I  love  my  friends  j  I  hate  my  enemy, 
but  1  attack  him  not  with  the  weapons  of  calumny  and  fatire  '• 
Envy  obtains  from  me  only  a  contempt  that  humiliates  it :  as 
my  only  vengeance,  J  leave  it  to  the  ulcer  that  corrodes  its 
heart m.  Never  (hall  the  impotent  cries  of  the  timid  and 
jealous  bird  ftay  the  daring  eagle  foaring  in  the  air  0. 

"  Amid  the  flow  and  ebb  of  joys  and  griefs  which  roll  over 
the  head  of  mortals,  who  is  there  can  flatter  himfelf  that  he 
{hall  enjoy  conftant  felicity  °  ?  I  have  caft  my  ejts  around 
me,  and  perceiving  that  man  is  happiefl  in  medfecrity,  I  have 
bewailed,  the  deftiny  of  the  powerful,  and  prayed  the  gods 
not  to  overwhelm  me  with  the  burden  of  fuch  profperity  p. 
I  walk  thrqpgh  fitnple  paths :  contented  with  my  fituation, 
and  beloved  by  my  fellow-citizens  *,  all  my  ambition  is  to 


f  Pind.  Olyoap.  1.  v.  149.  Pyth.  I. 
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£  Pind.  Iflhm.  4.  v.  15. 

h  Id.  Nem.  8.  ▼.  63. 

>  Id.  Olymp.  ft.  ▼.  96.  Pyth.  3.  ▼. 
I9J.  ibid.  5.  ▼.  1. 

k  Id.  Ifthm.  6.  t.  105. 

I  Id.  Nem.  7.  ▼.  10*  Pyth.  ft.  ▼. 


m  Id.  Pyth.  2.  ▼.  1 68.  Nem.  4-  v. 

n  Id.  Nero.  3.  ▼.  138. 

0  Id.  Olymp.  ft.  ▼.  6ft.  Nem.  7.  v. 
81. 

P  Pind.  Pyth.  xx.  ▼.  76. 
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plestfe  them,  without  relinquifliing  the  privilege  of  freely  ex- 
plaining myfelf  with  refped  to  whatever  I  deem  honourable 
and  dishonourable r.  In  this  difpofition  1  tranquilly  approach 
old  age  *  ;  happy  if,  on  reaching  the  gloomy  confines  of  life, 
I  can  but  bequeath  to  my  children  the  moft  precious  inherit- 
ance of  all  others,  that  of  an  unblemiihed  name  '." 

The  wiJhes  of  Pindar  were  accomplifhed  \  he  lived  in  tran- 
quillity and  honour.     The  Thebans,  it  is  true,  fentenced  him 
to  pay  a  fine  for  praifing  their  enemies  the  Athenians  u,  and 
the  pieces  of  Corinna  were  five  times  preferred  to  his  *  at  the 
poetical  competitions ;  but  thefe  tranfient  ftorms  were  foon 
fucceeded  by  days  of  ferenity.     The  Athenians  and  all  the 
fiates  of  Greece  loaded  him  with  honours  y  ;  and  Corinna  her- 
felf  did  juftice  to  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius  z.     At  Delphi, 
during  the  Pythian  games,  compelled  to  yield  to  the  wiihes 
of  an  immenfe  multitude  of  fpeftators,  he   placed  himfelf, 
crowned  with  laurels,  on  an  elevated  feat a,  and  taking  up  his 
lyre,  brought  forth  fuch  harmonious  founds  as  excited  fhouts 
of  admiration  from  the  whole  affembly,  and  afforded  the  moft 
delightful  entertainment  of  the  feftival.     When  the  facrifices 
were  ended,  the  priefts  of  Apollo  folemnly  invited  him  to  the 
/acred  banquet  5  for  the  oracle,  to  honour  him  by  a  diftindion 
equally  illuftrious  and  novel,  had  ordered  a  portion  of  the  firft 
fruits  offered  in  the  temple  to  be  referved  for  him  b. 

The  Boeotians  have  a  great  tafte  for  mafic ;  almoft  all  of 
them  learn  to  play  the  flute  c.  Since  their  vi&ory  at  Leudra 
they  indulge  more  freely  in  the  pleafures  of  the  table  d  :  they 
have  excellent  bread,  plenty  o£  vegetables  and  fruit,  and  fuf- 


r  Pind.  Nem.  S.  ▼.  64. 

9  Id.  lOhm.  7.  t  38. 

*  Id.  Pyth.  IX,  t.  76. 

u  .ffifchm.  Epift.  4.  p.  407.  Pauf. 
lib.  z.  cap.  8.  p.  ao. 

x  JElian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  13.  cap.  %$- 

'  Paufan.  ibid.  Thorn.  Mag.  Gen. 
Pind. 

z  Fabr.  JBibJ.  Grsec.  1. 1.  p.  578. 


*  Paufan.  lib.  1®.  cap.  24.  p.  858. 

b  Id.  lib.  9.  cap.  33.  p.  755.  Thorn. 
Mag.  Gen.  Pind. 

c  Ariftopb.  ia  Acb.  v.  863.  Scho!. 
ibid.  v.  86*,  Ac.  Poll.  lib.  4.  §  65. 
Athcn.  lib.  5.  cap.  45.  p   184. 

<*  Polyb.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  '10.  cap.  4. 
p.  418. 
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ficient  game  and  fifli  to  allow  of  a  confiderable  quantity  being 
fent  to  Athens  e. 

The  winter  is  very  eold  is  every  part  of  Bceotia,  and  al- 
moft  infupportable  at  Thebes  f.  During  this  feafon,  the  faow, 
the  windy  and  want  of.  wood,  render  this  patt  of  Greece  as 
nnpleafing  a' place  #f  refidence  as  it  is  agreeable  in  fummcr, 
from  the  mildnefs  of  the  air,  the  extreme  coolnefs  of  its  a- 
bnndant  waters,  and  the  cheerful  afpeft  of  the  country,  which 
long  preserves  its  verdure  *. 

The  Thebans  are  courageous,  infolent,  and  vain  :  with  them 
the  tranfition  is  (bort  from  paffion  to  infult,  and  from  a  con* 
tempt  of  law  to  a  total  difregard  of  the  dictates  of*  humanity. 
The  fmalleft  expectation  of  advantage  gives  occafion  to  the 
groffeft  a&s  of  injuftice,  and  murders  are  frequently  the  con- 
fluence of  the  moft  frivolous  quarrels  h.  The  women  are 
tall,  well  made,  and  generally  of  a  fair  complexion ;  their 
carriage  is  noble,  and  their  drefs  not  inelegant.  In  public 
they  conceal  their  faces,  fo  as  to  difcover  nothing  but  their 
eyes  ;  their  hair  is  knotted  upon  their  heads,  and  their  feet 
are  confined  in  purple  flippers,  fo  fmall  as  to  leave  them  al* 
ttioft  entirely  bare  :  their  voice  is  remarkably  fweet  and  ten- 
der ;  that  of  the  men  harfh  and  difagreeable,  and  in  fome 
meafure  fuited  to  their  character '. 

No  traces  of  this  character,  however,  are  to  be  found  in  a 
body  of  young  warriors,  called  the  Sacred  Battalion  k,  who, 
to  the  number  of  three  hundred,  are  brought  up  together, 
and  maintained  at  the  public  expence,  in  the  citadel.  Their 
exercifes,  and  even  their  amufements,  are  regulated  by  the 
melodious  founds  of  the  flute.  To  prevent  their  courage  from 
degenerating  into  blind  fury,  care  is  taken  to  infpire  them 
with  the  nobleft  and  moft  animated  fentiments. 


e  Ariftoph.  ibid.  v.  873.  Eu^ul. 
«p.  Athen.  lib.  a.  c»p.  8.  p.  47.  Dicae- 
arch.  Stat.  Grace  p.  17.  Plio.  lib.  9. 
cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  166  et  167. 

f  Columcll.  dc  Re  Ruftic.  lib.  z. 


cap.  4. 
*  Diczarcb.  Stat.  Grxc.  p.  17. 
h  id.  ibid.  p.  15. 
i  Id.  ibid.  p.  16  ct  1 7. 
k  Pluc  ia  Pclop.  t.  i.  p.  aS/- 
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Each  warrior  muft  choofe  from  the  band  a  friend,  to  whonr 
lie  remains  infeparabJy  united.  Ail  his  ambition  is  to  pleafe 
him,  to  merit  his  efteem,  to  mare  his  pleafures  and  differing* 
in  life,  and  his  labours  and  dangers  in  battle.  If  perfonally 
incapable  of  felf-refpeft,  he  ftill  muft  refpeft  himfelf  in  a 
friend  whofe  cenfure  is  his  moft  cruel  puniihment,  and  his 
praifes  his  mod  exquifite  enjoyment.  This  almoft  fupcrnatu- 
ral  union  makes  them  prefer  death  to  infamy,  and  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  glory  to  every  inferior  object.  One  of  thefe  warriors, 
in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  was  thrown  with  his  face  upon 
the  ground ;  when  feeing  one  of  the  enemy  on  the  point  of 
ftabbinghim  in^the  back:  "  Stay,"  faid  he,  raifing  himfelf 
up,  u  plunge  your  fword  into  my  bread  ;  my  friend  would 
have  too  much  reafon  to  blufh,  .were  it  fufpe&ed  that  I  re- 
ceived my  death  wound  in  flight." 

Formerly  thefe  three  hundred  warriors  were  distributed  in 
troops  at  the  head  of  the  different  divifions  of  the  array. 
Pelopidas,  who  had  frequently  the  honour  of  commanding 
them,  having  made  them  fight  in  a  body,  the  Thebans  were 
indebted  to  them  for  almoft  all  the  advantages  they  gained  over 
the  Lacedaemonians.  Philip  deftroyed  this  hitherto  invincible 
cohort  at  Chaeronea;  and  the  prince,  feeing  thefe  young  Thebans 
ftretched  on  the  field  ofbattle,  covered  with  honourable  wounds, 
and  lying  fide  by  fide  on  the  ground  on  which  they  had  been 
ftationed,  could  not  withhold  his  tears,  but  bore  a  noble  tef- 
timony  to  their  virtue  as  well  as  to  their  valour  V    ■ 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  nations  and  cities,  no  lefs  than 
families,  have  a  prevailing  vice  or  defeft,  which  is  transmit- 
ted, like  certain  difeafes,  from  race  to  race  with  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree  of  violence  :  hence  thofe  reciprocal  reproaches, 
which  are  converted  into  a  kind  of  proverbs!  Thu9  the 
Boeotians  ufually  obferve,  that  envy  has  fixed  its  abode  at 
Tanagra,  the  thirft  of  illicit  gain  at  Oropus,  the  fpirit  of  con* 


»  Id.  ibid. 
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tradi&ioh  at  Thefpiae,  violence  at  Thebes,  covetoufnefs  at 
Anthedon,  falfe  politenefs  at  Coronea,  oftentation  at  Flataea, 
and  ftupidity  at  Haliartus  m. 

On  leaving  Thebes,  we  palled  by  a  confiderable  lake,  named 
Hylica,  into  which  the  rivers  that  water  the  territory  of  this 
city  difcharge  themfelves.  From  thence  we  travelled  to  the 
banks  of  Lake  Copais,  which  engrofled  our  whole  attention. 

Boootia  may  be  confidered  as  a  large  bafon  furrounded  by 
mountains,  the  different  chains  of  which  are  conne&ed  by 
high  grounds.  Other  hills  ftretch  into  the  heart  of  the  coun- 
try ;  moil  of  the  rivers  which  proceed  from  them  unite  in 
Lake  Copais,  which  is  three  hundred  and  eighty  ftadia  *  in 
circumference  %  and  which  neither  has  nor  can  have  any  ap- 
parent iffue.  It  would,  therefore,  foon  overflow  Baeotia,  had 
not  nature,  or  rather  the  induftry  of  man,  contrived  fecrct 
paflages  to  drain  off  the  water  °. 

In  the  part  adjoining  to  the  fea,  the  lake  terminates  in  three 
bays,  which  advance  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Ptous,  fituated 
between  the  fea  and  the  lake.  From  the  bottom  of  each  of 
thefe  bays  diverge  a  number  of  canals,  that  traverfe  the 
mountain  through  its  whole  breadth,  fome  of  which  are  thirty 
ftadia  in  length  f,  and  others  of  a  much  greater  extent p.  To 
excavate  or  cleanfe  them,  wells  had  been  funk  at  ftated  dis- 
tances on  the  mountain,  which  appeared  to  us  of  an  immenfe 
depth.  The  traveller,  when  he  views  thefe  works,  is  ailo- 
nifhed  at  the  difficulty  of  the  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  ezpence 
it  mud  have  coft,  and  the  time  requifite  for  its  completion. 
But  what  is  ftill  more  furprifing,  is.  that  thefe  canals  and  pits, 
of  which  neither  hiftory  nor  tradition  has  preferved  any 
remembrance,  muft  be  attributed  to  the  molt  remote  antiquity, 
and  that  in  thofe  diflant  ages  we  have  no  knowledge,  of  any 


m  Dicaearch.  Stat.  Grace,  p.  18.  1      f  More  than  a  league. 

a  Stiab.  lib.  9.  p  4>  7-  I       p  Sirab.  lib.  9  p.  406.     Wheeler,  a 

*  Fourteen  leagues  and  one  third.         Journey,  &c.  p.  4.6. 


0  Id.  ibid.  p.  406. 
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jlower  in  Boeotia  capable  of  forming  and  executing  fo  vaft  a 
project. 

However  this  may  be^  thefe  canals  require  a  great  labour 
and  exftence  to  maintain  them.  At  prefent  they  are  much 
neglefted  * :  mod  of  them  are  choked  up,  and  the  lake  feema 
to  be  gaining  on  the  plain.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  deluge, 
or  rather  the  inundation  which  happened  in  Boeotia,  in  the 
time  of  Ogyges,  was  caufed  only  by  the  obftru&ion  of  the 
waters  in  thefe  fubterraneous  conduits. 

After  palling  through  Opoes,  and  other  towns  belonging  to 
the  Locrians,  We  arrived  at  the  ftraits  of  Thermopylae.  I 
entered  with  a  fecret  awe  and  reverence  this  famous  defile, 
where  four  thoufand  Greeks,  for  feveral  days,  made  head 
againft  the  innumerable  army  of  the  Perfians,  and  where  Le- 
onidas  fell  with  his  three  hundred  Spartans.  It  is  a  narrow 
paffage,  fhut  in  on  one  fide  by  lofty  mountains,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  fea  j  but  I  have  already  defcribed  it  in  the  in* 
traduction. 

We  examined  it  feveral  times,  and  vifited  the  thermae  or 
hot  baths,  from  which  it  received  the  name  of  Thermopylae  ** 
We  faw  likewife  the  little  eminence  to  which  the  companions 
of  Leohidas  retired  after  the  death  of  that  hero r.  We  followed 
their  footfteps  to  the  other  extremity  of  the  ftrait  *,  and  to 
the  tent  of  Xerxes,  whom  they  refolved  to  immolate  in  the 
piidft  of  his  army. 

A  multitude  of  cireumftances  gave  birth  to  the  ftrongeft 
emotions  in  our  minds.  That  fea,  once  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  nations  ;  thofe  mountains,  with  their  fummits  concealed  id 
the  clouds  ;  the  profound  folitude  which  environed  us ;  the 
memory  of  fo  many  glorious  deeds  as  it  were  prefented  to  our 

eyes,  at  fight  of  the  places  which  had  been  the  fcenes  of  action ; 
1     ■     ■»"  ■■  ■        ' '     . i     .  i ..   1 1  ■  —  .1     i 

•*  In  the  time  of  Alexander,  a  man  I      4  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  176. 
of  Chalets  was  employed  to  cleanfe  {      r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  225. 
then.    (Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  407.     Stcph.  I      *  Plut.  de  Malign.    Herod*  t.  ii.  9* 
ia  Atf..)  r  J  866. 

*  Vol  IL  R 
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the  lively  concern,  in  fine,  which  we  naturally  take  in  firifer-* 
ing  virtue ;  every  o^jeft  excited  our  admiration  or  fenfibility  5 
when  looking  round  us,  we  cad  our  eyes  on  the  monuments 
ereded  by  order  of  the  Amphi&yonic  council  on  the  eminence 
I  have  juft  mentioned l.  They  are  fmall  cippi  in  honour  of 
the  three  hundred  Spartans  and  the  other  Grecian  troops  en* 
gaged  in  the  combat.  Inscribed  on  the  neareft  we  read  :  '*  Here 
four  thoufand  Greeks  of  Peloponnefus  fought  agatnft  three 
millions  of  Perfians."  On  the  fecond,  we  read  this  infcrip*. 
tion  by  Simonides  t  "  Paflenger,  go  tell  at  LacedsmoB,  that 
We  lie  here  in  obedience  to  her  facred  laws  *  !"  With  what 
an  exalted  fentiment  of  grandeur,  with  what  fublime  indi£» 
ference,  do  theie  words  tranfmit  events  fo  glorious  to  pofterU 
ty  !  The  names  of  Leonidas  and  his  three  hundred  companions 
are  not  recorded  in  this  inscription ;  for  it  was  impofible  to 
imagine  that  they  ever  could  be  forgotten*  I  have  heard 
feveral  Greeks  repeat  them  from  memory,  and  communicate 
them  to  each  other  x.  In  a  third  infcription  for  Megiftias  the 
augur,  it  is  faid,  that  this  Spartan,  apprized  of  the  fate  that 
awaited  him,  chofe  rather  to  die  than  leave  the  Grecian  ar- 
my y.  Near  to  thefe  funeral  monuments  is  a  trophy  creeled 
by  Xerxes,  which  does  more  honour  to  the  vanquiihed  than 
to  the  vidors  z. 


CHAP.     XXXV. 


7V»r  of  Theffaly*.    Amphi&yons.    Witches.    Kings  vfPhenc* 
VaUeyoffmfr 

On  leaving  the  ft  raits  of  Thermopylae,  we  enter  intoThdtk- 
ly  j-.     This  country,    comprking    Magncfia,   and  other  littl< 


*  Herodot.  lih.  7.  cap.  alS. 

u  Id.  ibid.  Strab.  lib.  9  p.  429. 
Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  1.  cap.  4a.  t.  ii.  p. 
a68. 

*  Id,  ibid.  cap.  3)4, 


1   Td.  ibid.  cap.  118. 
z  Ifocr.  Epift.  ad  Philip,  t.  i.  p;  304; 
*  In  the  fummer  of  the  year  ffit 
before  Chrift.  ~ 

f  See  the  map  of  Thcflaiy. 
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Atftrids  which  have  particular  denominations*  is  bounded  to 
Che  eaft  by  the  fea,  to  the  north  by  Mount  Olympus,  to  the 
weft  by  Mount  Pindus,  and  to  the  fouth  by  Mount  Oeta. 
From  thefc  eternal  boundaries  branch  out  other  chains  of 
mountains  and  hills  which  wind  through  the  country,  occa- 
JionaUy  embracing  fertile  plains,  which,  from  their  form,  and 
tbe  manner  in  which  they  are  enclofed,  refemble  vaft  amphi- 
theatres *.  Opulent  cities  are  feated  jon  the  heights  which  en- 
circle  thefe  plains,  and  the  wtyole  country  is  watered  by  ri- 
vers falling  in  general  into  the  Peneus,  which,  before  it  lofca 
itfelf  in  the  £ea,  flows  through  the  famous  valley  of  Tempe. 
A  few  ftadia  from  Thermopylae!  we  found  the  little  village 
of  Antheia,  celebrated  for  a  temple  of  Ceres,  and  for  the  an* 
imal  aflembly  of  the  Amphi&yons  J>.  This  council  would  be 
the  moft  ufeful,  and  confequently  the  moil  fublime  of  insti- 
tutions, were  not  the  motives  of  humanity  which  gave  it 
birth,  compelled  to  yield  to  the  paffions  of  thofe  who  govern 
nations.  According  to  fame*  Amphitryon*  who  reigned  over 
tbe  neighbouring  country,  was  its  inftitutor  c  ;  others  fay  it 
was  Acrifius,  king  of  Argos4.  Thus  much,  however,  ap- 
pears certain,  that  in  the  moft  remote  periods,  twelve  nations 
in  the  north  of  Greece**,  fuch  as  the  Dorians,  the  Ionians, 
the  Phocians,  the  Boeotians,  the  Theualians,  and  others,  form* 
ed  a  confederation  to  prevent  the  evils  attendant  upon  wan 
It  was  determined  that  they  mould  annually  fend  deputies  to 
Delphi  $  that  information  mould  be  given  to  this  of  all  inju- 
ries done  to  the  temple  of  Apollo  which  had  received  their 
oaths,  and  all  violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  of  which  they 
profeffed  themfclves  the  defenders ;  that  each  of  the  twelve 


a  Flin-  lib.  4.  cap.  8.  t.  i.  p.  199. 

b  Hcrodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  aco.  Mefcn. 
4e  PAcad.  des  BclL  Lcttr.  t,  iii.4p. 
lyl   &c. 

c  Marmon  Oxon.  epoch.  5.  Prld. 
Commentar.  p  359.  Thcopomp.  ap. 
Harpocr,  in  Af*f«4>  Panfon.  lib.  IQ* 


cap.  8,  p.  815. 

<*  Strab,  lib  9.  p.  410. 

e  ifcfchin.  de  Falf.  Ltg.  p,  4x3. 
Strab.  ibid.  Paufan.  ibid. 

•  See  note  at  the  end  of  tbe  ▼©- 
lnme. 
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nations  {hould  have  two  fuffrages  in  the  perfon  of  its  deputies* 
and  engage,  to  carry  into  execution  the  decrees  of  this  auguft 
tribunal. 

The  league  was  ratified  by  an  oath,  the  form  of  which  is 
Aill  retained.  "  We  fwear,"  {aid  the  affociated  dates,  "  ne- 
Ter  to  deftroy  the  Ampbidyonic  towns,  nor  ever  to  divert* 
either  in  peace  or  war,  the  fprings  or  ftreams  neccflary  to  fup- 
ply  their  wants :  if  any  power  fhould  dare  to  attempt  it,  we 
will  march  againft  that  power,  and  deftroy  its  cities.  Should 
impious  men  feixe  on  the  offerings  in  the  temple  of  Apollo, 
we  fwear  to  employ  our  feet,  our  arms,  our  voices,  and  all 
our  powers,  againft  them  and  their  accomplices  f." 

This  tribunal  Aill  fnbfifts  nearly  in  the  fame  form  in  which 
it  was  originally  inftituted.  Its  juriCdiftion  has  extended  with 
the  nations  which  left  the  northern  parts  of  Greece,  and  which 
remaining  united  to  the  Amphi&yonic  league,  have  carried 
with  them  the  right  of  attending  and  voting  at  thefe  affera- 
blies  to  their  adopted  countries  *•  This  is  the  cafe  with  the 
Lacedaemonians,  who  formerly  inhabited  Theffaly,  and  who, 
when  they  fettled  in  Peloponnefus,  retained  one  of  the  two 
fuffrages  to  which  the  Dorians,  of  whom  they  formed  a  part, 
were  originally  entitled.  In  like  manner,  the  double  fuffrage  ( 
granted  to  the  Ionians  was,  in  procefs  of  time,  divided  between 
the  Athenians  and  the  Ionian  colonies  of  Afia  Minor  h.  But, 
though  the  number  of  votes  at  this  council  can  never  exceed 
twenty- four,  the  number  of  deputies  is  not  limited  j  the  A* 
thenians  fometimes  had  three  or  four  '. 

The  Ampbi&yonic  council  is  held  in  the  fpring  at  Delphi, 
and  in  autumn  at  the  town  of  Anthelak.  It  attra&s  a  nu- 
xnerous  concourfe  of  fpedators,  and  opens  by  Sacrifices  offer-, 
ed  up  for  the  tranquillity  and  profperity  of  Greece.  Bcfides 
the  objeds  fpecified  ia  the  oath,   the  affembly  judges  all  dif- 

*  £3chio  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  413.  I       i  Id.  in  Ctefiph.  p.  446. 

6  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  ties.  Bell.  Lettr.  k  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  420.  JBStbia. 
t,  xzi.  Hift.  p.  337.  ibid. 

*  JEfchin.  de  Falf.  Leg.  p.  413.        ( 
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ftrences  between  cities  which  claim  the  right  of  presiding  at 
the  (acrifices  offered  by  feveral  cities  in  conjunction  lf  of 
-which,  after  a  battle  gained,  may  attempt  to  appropriate  ex- 
clusively to  themfelves  honours  that  fhould  be  the  portion  of 
all m.  Other  caufes,  civil  as  well  as  criminal,  are  brought 
before  this  tribunal ",  but  more  efpecially  fuch  offences  as  o- 
penly  violate  the' law  of  natbns  °.  The  queftion  is  difcuffed 
fcy  the  deputies  of  the. contending  parties,  and  decided  by  the 
majority  of  voices.  A  fine  is  impofed  on  the  offending  na- 
tions or  cities,  which,  if  not  paid  before  a  dated  time,  is  fol-' 
lowed  by  a  fecond  fentence,  by  which  it  is  doubled  p.  If  thofo 
againft  whom  it  is  awarded  ftill  continue  refradory,  the  af- 
fembly  may  call  for  affiftaoce  to  fupport  its  decree,  and  arm 
againft  them  the  whole  Amphidyonic  body,  confiding  of  a 
great  part  of  Greece.  It  may  alfo  exclude  them  from  the 
Amphidyonic  league,  or  common  union  of  the  temple  q. 

But  powerful  nations  do  not  always  fubmit  to  its  decrees. 
Of  this  we  have  an  inft  ance  in  the  recent  condud  of  the  La- 
cedaemonians, who  having,  in  time  of  profounud  peace,  taken, 
poffeffion  of  the  citadel  of  Thebes,  the  magidrates  of  that  city 
fummoned  them  to  the  Amphidyonic  council.  The  Lacedse* 
monians  were  firft  fentenced  to  pay  five  hundred  talents,  and 
afterwards  a  thoufand,  which  they  refufed,  alleging  that  the 
decifion  was  unjuft r. 

The  judgments  pronounced  againft  nations  who  profane  the 
temple  of  Delphi  are  more  tremendous.  Their  foldiers  march 
with  the  more  repugnance  on  fuch  an  enterprise,  as  they  are 
puniflied  with  death,  and  deprived  of  fepulture  when  taken  in 
arms  * j  while  tbofe  called  on  by  the  council  to  avenge  the 


l  Demofth.  de  Cor.  p.  495.  Plut. 
l^het.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  8 50. 

m  Demotth.  in  Nexr.  p.  877.  Ci- 
cer.  dc  Invent,  lib.  2.  cap.  23.  t.  i.  p. 

96- 

n  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  dc»  Bell.  Lcttr. 

tt  y.  p.  405. 


0  Plut.  in  Cim.t.  i.  p.  483. 

P  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  x6.  p.  43©. 

'  Plut.  in  Themift.  t.  i.  p.  1 22. 
Paufan.  lib.  10.  cap.  8.  p.  816.  JEfchin, 
de  FalC  Leg.  p.  413- 

r  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  430. 

s  Id.  ibid.  p.  4^7  ct  431. 
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profanation  of  the  altars,  are  the  more  willing  to  obey,  a*  eve- 
ry mm  who  favours  or  tolerates  the  aft,  is  deemed  a  fearer 
in  the  impiety.  Qn  thefe  occafions  the  guilty  people,  befide* 
fhe  anathemas  thundered  out  againft  them,  have  to  dread  the 
policy  of  the  neighbouring  prinees,  who  frequently  find  the 
means  of  gratifying  their  own  ambition  by  efpoufing  the  caufe 
of  the  gods. 

From  Anthela  we  proceeded  into  the  territory  of  the  Tra- 
chinians,  and  faw  the  country  people  employed  in  colle&ing 
the  valuable  helebore  which  grows  on  Mount  Oeta  *.  The 
defire  of  fatisfying  our  curioflty  induced  us  to  purfue  the  road 
to  Hypata.  We  had  been  told  that  we  would  meet  with  a 
great  number  of  forcereffes  in  Theflaly,  and  efpecially  in*  this 
town  u.  And  they  ihowed  us,  indeed,  fcveral  women  of  the 
lower  clafs,  who  were  able,  as  they  faid,  to  atfeft  the  courfe 
of  the  fun,  to  draw  the  moon  down  to  the  earth,  to  excite  or 
appeafe  tempefts,  recal  the  dead  to  lite,  or  precipitate  the  liv* 
ing  into  the  tomb  x. 

What  can  be  fuppofed  firft  to  have  given  birth  to*  fuch  ideas  ? 
Thofe  who  believe  them  of  recent  origin,  affirm,  tha,t  a  Thef- 
falian  woman  of  the  laft  century,  named  Aglaonice,  having 
learned  to  predift  eclipfes  of  the  moon,  attributed  this  phe- 
nomenon to  her  incantations  y,  and  that  it  was  inferred  from 
{hence  that  the  fame  means  fufficed  to  fufpend  all  the  laws  of 
nature.  But  another  woman  of  Theflaly,  as  far  back  as  the 
heroic  ages,  is  faid  to  have  exercifed  a  fovereign.  power  over 
that  planet  * ;  and  a  multitude  of  facts  clearly  prove,  that  it 
is  long  fince  magic  has  been  introduced  into  Greece* 


t  Theophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  9.  cap. 
IX.  p.  1063. 

11  Ariftoph.  in  Nnb.  ▼.  747.  Plin. 
lib.  30.  cap.  1.  t.  ii.  p.  523.  Senec.  in 
Hippol.  a&.  2.  ▼.  420  ApuL  Metam. 
lib.  X.  p.  15.  lib.  2.  p.  20. 

*  Exnped.  apad.  Diogtn.  Lacrt.  lib. 


8.  J  59.  ApuL  ibid.  p.  6.  Virg.  Edog. 
*,  v.  69. 

1  Plut.  Conjugal.  Prsctpt.  t  ii.  p. 
145.  Id.  de  Orac.  Dtf.  p.  417.  Bayle. 
Rep.  aux.  Qncft.  t.  i.  cap.  44.  p.  424, 

*  Sencc  in  Hcrcol.  Oct*©,  t.  jij. 
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Without  inquiring  minutely  into  its  origin,  we  were  de- 
£rous,  during  our  flay  at  Hypats,  to  be  witnefs  to  fome  of  its 
operations.     We  were  privately  conduced  to  fome  old  wo- 
men, whofe  wretchednefs  was  as  exceffive  as  their  ignorance : 
they  boafted  that  they  poffeffed  charms  againft   the  bite  of 
fcorpions  and  vipers a,  and  others  that  would  debilitate  the 
vigour  of  a  youthful  bridegroom,  or  deftroy  flocks  and  bees  *• 
We  faw  fome  employed  in  making  figures  of  wax,  which  they 
loaded  with  imprecations,   piercing  them  at  the  fame  time 
with  needles,  after  which  they  expofed  them  in  the  different 
quarters  of  the  town  c.     The  perfons  whofe  relemblaace  they 
bore,  ftruck  with  thefe  obje&s  of  terror,  imagined  themfelves 
devoted  to  death,  and  the  dread  with  which  they  were  feized 
not  unfrequently  fljortened  their  days. 

We  furprifed  one  of  thefe  women  rapidly  turning  a  fpin- 
ning  wheel*  and  muttering  myfterious  words.     Her  object 
was  to  recal  e  young  Polycletus,  who  had  forfaken  Salamis, 
one  of  the  mod  diftinguiihed  women  in  the  town.     To  know 
the  iequel  of  this  adventure,  «rc  made  a  few  prefents  to  My* 
cale,  for  that  was  the  name  of  this  forcerefs.     A  few  days  af- 
ter flie  faid  to  us,   Salamis  is  too  impatient  to  wait  for  the 
effe&s  of  my  firft  fpells ;  flie  will  come  this  evening  to  try 
new  ones ;  I  will  conceal  you  in  a  corner,   where  you  may 
fee  and  hear  every  thing.     We  were  exaft  to  our  appoint- 
ment.    Mycale  was  preparing  for  her  incantations.     Around 
her f  we  faw  branches  of  laurel,  aromatic  plants,  plates  of 
brafs  covered  with  unknown  characters,  fleeces  of  fheep  dyed 
purple,  nails  taken  from  a  gibbet  dill  clotted  with  blood,  hu- 
man ikulls  half  eaten  by  wild  be  a  ft  9,  fragments  of  fingers, 
nofes  and  ears  torn  from  dead  bodies,   entrails  of  victims,  a 


*  Plat,  in  Eutbydem.  t.  i.  p.  990. 

*  Herod«t.  lib.  a.  c.  181.  Plat,  de 
Leg.  lib.  XI    t.  ii.  p.  933. 

c  Plat,  de  Leg  lib.  II.  t.  ii.  p.  933 
Ovid.  Heroid.  epift.  6.  v.  91. 

d  Pindar.  Pyth.  4.  V.  380.  Schol. 
ibfl.  Apoll.  Argon,  lib.  l.  v.   II 39. 


Schol.  ibid.  Hefych.  in  Pfcff.    Bayle 
Rep.  aux.  Queft.  p.  414. 

c  Lucia*,  in   Mcrctr.  4.  t.  iia 
a88. 

f  Theocr.  Idyl).  4.  Ap*     M«ta 
lib.  3.  p  $4 
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pbial  containing  the  blood  of  a  man  who  perifhed  by  a  vio* 
lent*  death,  a  waxen  figure  painted  white,  black,  and  red,  and 
reprefenting  Hecate,  holding  a  whip,  a  lamp,  and  aiword  en- 
twined in  a  ferpent  *  ;  feveral  vafes  filled  with  fpring  water  h, • 
milk  of  cows,  mountain  honej,  the  magic  wheel,  inftruments 
of  brafs,  fom?  hair  of  Polycletus,  a  piece  of  the  fringe  of  his 
robe  *,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  which  we  were  atten- 
tively obferving,  when  a  flight  noife  informed  us  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Salamis. 

We  retired  into  an  adjoining  chamber.  The  beautiful 
Theflalian  entered,  infpired  by  love  and  rage  9  and,  after  bit- 
ter complaints  againft  her  lover  and  the  forcerefe,  the  cere- 
monies began.  Thefe,  to  render  them  more  efficacious,  (ho old 
in  general  have  foroe  affinity  to  the  object  propofed.  » 

Mycale  firil  made  feveral  libations  with  water,  milk,  and 
honey,  over  the  entrails  of  the  vi&ims :  fhe  next  took  the 
locks  of  Polycletus's  hair,  interwove,  and  knotted  them  in 
various  ways,  and  mixing  them  with  certain  herbs,  threw 
them  into  a  burning  brafier  k.  At  this  moment  Polycletus, 
impelled  by  an  irrefiftible  power,  fhould  have  appeared  and 
fallen  at  the  feet  of  his  miftrefe. 

After  waiting  for  him   in  vain,  Salamis,  who  had  lately 

been  initiated  in  the  fecrets  of  the  art,  fuddenly  exclaimed, 

I  will  myfelf  prefide  over  the  enchantment.     Aid  my  tranf* 

por&  Mycale:  take  this  veffel  prepared  for   the  libations, 

wrap  it  up  in  this  wool  '•     Luminary  of  the  night,  lend  us  a 

favourable  light !  and  thou,  divinity  of  the  infernal  (hades, 

dread  Hecate,   who  ftalkeft   among  the  tombs,  and  in  places 

bathed  with  the  blood  of  mortals,  appear,  and  let  our  fpells 

•be  as  potent  as  thofe  of  Medea  and  of  Circe !  Mycale,  caft 

this  fait  into  the  fire  *,  faying,    I  caft  the  bones  of  Polycletus. 

■ 

E  Eufcb.  Prop.  Evaog.  lib.  5.  cap.  1      k  Apul.  Metam.  lib.  3.  p.  $$ 
14.  p.  %o%.  I      1  Theocr.  Idyll.  %.  v.  %.     v 

b  i^pnl.  Metam.  Kb.  3.  p.  $5*  I      m  Hcinf.  in  Thcocrit.  Idyll.  a.  *. 

1  Theocr.  Idyll,  a.  1 18. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


365 


May  the  heart  of  this  traitor .  be  contained  -  by  love,  as  this 
laurel  is  confamed  by  the  flames,  as  this  wax  melts  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  fire  nj  may  Polycletus  turn  around  my  dwelling, 
as  this  wheel  turns. around  its  axis  :  throw  handfuls  of  bran 
into  the  fire  ;  ftrike  on  the  brazen  veffels.  Hark !  1  hear  the 
howling  of  dogs.  Hecate  is  in  the  crofs  road  near  us  ;  ftrike, 
I  tell  thee,  and  let  the  found  apprize  her  that  we  feel  the  ef- 
fects of  her  prcfence.  But  already  the  winds  hold  their  breath}' 
all  nature  is  calm  :  alas  !  my  heart  alone  is  agitated  °  !  O  He** 
cate  !  O  tremendous  goddefs  !  I  make  thefe  three  libations 
in  thy  honour ;  thrice  am  I  about  to  utter  imprecations  a- 
gainft  the  new  paflxon  of  Polycletus.  May  he  forfake  my  ri- 
val, as  Thefeus  abandoned  the  wretched  Ariadne  !  Let  us  try 
the  mod  potent  of  our  philtres :  pound  this  lizard  in  a  mortar, 
arix.it  with  flour ;  let  us  make  a  potion  of  it  for  Polycletus  3* 
■  and  thou,  Mycale,  take  the  juice  of  thefe  herbs,  and  inftantly 
go  and  fprinkle  it  over  the  threihold  of  his  door.  If  he  refills' 
fo  many  charms,  I  will  employ  others  more  fatal,  and  his  death 
lhall  fatisfy  my.  vengeance  p.  At  thefe  words  Salamis  widw 
drew,  and  was  followed  foon  after  by  Mycale. 

The  incantations  which  I  have  been  describing  were  accom- 
panied with  certain  myfterious  forms,  pronounced  at  intervals 
by  Mycale  q  ;  hnt  thefe  are  not  deferving  of  repetition,  fince 
they  confided  only  of  barbarous  or  disfigured  words  without 
either  connection  or  meaning. 

It  ftill  remained  for  us  to  fee  the  ceremonies  made  ufe  of 
in  the  evocation  of  the  manes  or  fpirits  of  the  dead.  Mycale 
fold  us  to  repair  at  night  to  a  folitary  place,  containing  a 
number  of  tombs,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town.  We  there 
found  her  bufied  in  digging  a  grave*,  around  which  fhe  pre- 
fently  piled  up  herbs,  the  bones  and  remains  of  human  bodies* 


n  Theocrit.  ibid.  ▼.  38.     Virgil.  E- 
clog.  8.  r.  8o,  • 

•"'•  id:  ibid. 

p  Id.  Idyll.  ».  ▼.  a8. 

*  Heliod.  uEthiop.  lib.  6.  p.  293. 


.  T  Homer.  Odyff.  lib.  1 1.  ▼.  36.  Ho- 
ritt.  lib.  1.  fat.  8.  v.  %%.  Heliod.  ibid, 
p.  292.  Feith.  Anti<j.  Homer,  lit.  z. 
cap.  17. 
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figures  made  of  wool,  wax  and  floor,  and  the  hair  of  a  Th«£* 
iaUan  whom  we  had  known,  and  whom  (he  undertook  to  (how 
us*  After  lighting  the  fire,  (he  poured  the  blood  of  a  black 
Jheep  (he  had  brought  with  her  into  the  grave,  and  frequently 
repeated  her  libations,  invocations,  and  fecret  and  myfterrcms 
forms.  From  time  to  time  (he  walked  with  hafty  fteps,  with 
her  feet  bare,  and  her  hair  diihevelled,  ottering  horrid  impre- 
cations, and  fuch  howlings  as  at  length  betrayed  her  ;  for 
they  were  heard  by  the  guards  fent  ]>y  the  magistrates,  who 
had  been  long  watching  her  motions.  They  feized  and  drag- 
ged her  to  prifon.  The  next  day  we  made  fome  attempts  to 
lave  her,  but  we  were  advifed  to  let  jnftice  take  its  courfe  V 
and  to  make  the  bed  of  our  way  out  of  the  town. 

Her  profeffion  is  reputed  infamous  among  the  Greeks*  The 
people  deteft  forcereffes,  for  they  confider  them  as  the  caofe 
e£  all  their  misfortunes.  They  accufe  them  of  violating  the 
tombs  to  mutilate  the  dead  '.  It  is  true  that  moft  of  thefe 
women  are  capable  of  the  blacked  crimes,  and  that  poifoa 
jerves  them  more  effe&ually  than  their  fpells.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  the  magiftrates  in  general  proceed  againft  them  with  the 
vtmoft  rigour.  During  my  refidence  at  ^tbens,  I  faw  one 
condemned  to  die,  and  her  relations,  who  were  become  her 
accomplices,  fuffered  the  fame  punifbment  *•  But  the  lava 
prohibit  only  the  abufes  of  this  frivolous  art  j  they  allow  in- 
cantations to  be  ufed,  unaccompanied  by  forceries,  and  which 
in  their  objed  may  eventually  prove  advantageous  to  fociety 
They  are  fometimes  ufed  againft  the  epilepfy  x,  head- achs* 
and  other  diforders  *.  Augurs,  authorized  by  the  magiftrates, 
are  alfo  allowed  to  call  up  and  appeafe  the  manes  of  the  dead*. 
I  (hall  fpeak  more  particularly  of  thefe  evocations  in  my  jour- 
ney into  Laconia. 


*  Lucian.  in  Afin  t  ii.  p.  6m. 

*  Lucan.  Phafal.  lib.  *.  v.  538.  A- 
pul.  Metam.  lib  2.  p.  33  et  35. 

u  Demofth.  in  Arittog.  p.  840.  Phi* 
locr.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Q>i*f. 
x  Demoflh.  in  Ariflog.  p.  84a. 


7  PlaL  in  Charm,  t.  iL  p.  IJ5?  I*- 
in  Conviv.  t.  iii.  p.  so*. 

z  Pind.  Pyth.  3.  v.  91.  Plin.  lib. 
28.  cap.  %.  U  ii.  p.  444. 

a  Plat,  de  Confrl.  t.  ii.  p.  209. 
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From  Hypata  we  proceeded  to  Lancia,  and  purfiririg  our 
journey  through  a  wild  country,  and  over  a  rugged  and  un- 
even road,  arrived  at  Thaumaci,  where  we  enjoyed  one  of  the 
fineift  profpe&s  we  had  feen  in  Greece  *  ;  for  this  town  over- 
looks an  immenfe  plain,  the  view  of  which  produces  the  live* 
liefL  and  moil  pleafing  emotions.  In  this  rich  and  faperb  vakc 
are  feveral  towns,  and  among  others  Pharfalos,  one  of  the 
largeft  and  mod  opulent  in  TheflWly*  We  vifitcrd  them  al^ 
and  obtained  all  the  information  we  could  procure  refpe&ing 
their  traditions,  their  government,  and  the  character  and  man* 
ners  of  the  inhabitants. 

We  need  but  to  glance  over  the  face  of  the  country,  to  be 
convinced  that  it  mud  formerly  have  contained  aimed  as  many 
tribes  or  nations  as  it  exhibits  hills  and  valleys.  Enclofed 
and  defended  at  that  time  by  ftrong  barriers,  which  were  con- 
tinually to  be  attacked  or  defended,  the  people  were  rendered 
brave  and  enterprifing  $  and  when  their  manners  became  more 
civilized,  Theflily  dill  continued  the  abode  of  heroes,  and 
the  theatre  of  the  mod  illudrious  achievements.  Here  was  it 
that  the  Centaurs  and  Lapithae  appeared,  that  the  Argonauts 
embarked,  that  Hercules  died,  that  Achilles  was  born,  that 
Pirithons  lived  ;  and  hither  warriors  reforted  from  the  mod 
didant  countries  to  fignalize  themfelves  by  deeds  of  arms. 

The  Acheans,  the  iEolians,  the  Dorians,  from  whom  de- 
scended the  Lacedemonians,  and  feveral  other  powerful  dates 
of  Greece,  derive  their  origin  from  Theffaly.  The  people 
who  inhabit  it  at  prefent  are  the  Theffalians  properly  fo  call- 
ed,  the  Oeteans,  the  Phthiotians,  the  Malians,  the  Maguefians, 
the  Perthaebians,  &c.  Thefe  nations  were  formerly  governed 
by  kings,  and  afterwards  experienced  revolutions  common  to 
great  and  fmall  dates  ;  at  prefent  *hey  are  for  the  mod  part 
fubjeft  to  an  oligarchy  *. 

On  certain  occafions,  the  towns  of  each  of  thefe  dates  fend 

*  Liv.  lib.  3*.  ctp.  4.  I      dJThucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  78. 

f  Pocockc.  t.  Hi.  p.  253.  I 
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their  deputies  to  a  council  in  which  their  interefts  arc  difcnf* 
fed  c  ;  but  the  decrees  of  thefe  affemblies  are  binding  only  on 
tbofe  who  have  fubfcribed  them.  Thus  not  only  are  the  ftates 
independent  of  each  other,  but  this  independence  is  extended 
to  the  towns  of  every  date.  For  inftance,  the  ftate  of  the 
Oeteaus  being  divided  into  fourteen  diftrifts  f,  the  inhabitants 
of  one  may  refufe  to  follow  the  others  to  war*.  This  ex- 
ceffive  liberty  diminifhes  the  ftrength  of  each  ftate,  by  pre- 
Testing  it  from  uniting  its  fprces,  and  produces  fuch  languor 
in  the  public  deliberations,  that  they  often  difpenfe  with  con- 
vening  the  aflemblies  h. 

The  confederacy  of  the  Theffalians,  properly  fo  called,  is 
the  moft  powerful  of  all,  both  from  the  number  of  towns  ap- 
pertaining to  it,  and  from  the  acceffion  of  the  Magnefians  and 
Ferrhsebians,  whom  it  has  almoft  brought  under  complete 
fubje&ion  '• 

We  meet  likewife  with  fome  free  cities  which  feem  uncon-t 
nefied  with  any  of  thefe  ftates,  and  which,  too  weak  fingly 
to  maintain  their  independence  and  command  a  proper  refpect, 
have  formed  an  alliance  with  two  or  three  other  neighbour- 
ing towns,  detached  and  feeble  like  therofelves  *• 

The  Theffalians  can  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of  fix  thou* 
fand  horfe,  and  ten  thoufand  infantry  *,  excluuve  of  their  arch-* 
ers,  who  are  excellent,  and  the  number  of  whom  can  be  in- 
creased at  pleafure  j  for  this  people  are  accuftomed  from  their 
infancy  to  draw  the  bow  m.  No  troops  are  more  famous  than 
the  Theffalian  cavalry  n  ;  which  is  not  only  formidable  from 
the  name  it  has  acquired,  but  all  nations  agree  that  it  is  al- 
moft impoffible  to  with  {land  its  fhock  °. 

c  Id.  ibid.  Lit.  lib.  35.  cap.  31.  lib. 
36.  cap.  8.  lib.  39.  cap.  25.  lib.  42. 
cap.  38. 

f  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  434* 

*  Died.  Sic.  lib.  18.  p.  595. 

*  Liv.  lib.  34.  cap.  51. 

*  Theop.  ap.  A  then.  lib.  6.  p.  »6j. 
k  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  437.   Liv.  lib.  42. 


cap.  53. 

t  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  6.  p. 
581.     Ifocr.  dc  Pace.  t.  i.  p.  420. 

m  Xenopb.  ibid.  Solin.  cap.  8. 

n  Panfan.  lib.  10.  cap.  i.  p.  7J9; 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  435.  Liv.  lib.  9« 
cap.  19. 

0  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  »78. 
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They  are  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  who  managed  horfes 
Mrith  the  bit,  and  made  ufe  of  them  in  battle  ;  hence  origin- 
ated, it  has  been  alleged,  the  tradition  that  a  race  of  creatures 
called  Centaurs,  half  horfes  and  half  men,  formerly  exifted  in 
Theflaly  K  This  fable  proves  at  lead  the  antiquity  of  riding  oa 
horfeback  among  them  ;  and  their  predilection  for  this  exer- 
cife  is  evinced  by  a  ceremony  obferved  at  their  marriages* 
After  the  facrifices  and  cuftomary  rites,  the  bridegroom  pre- 
fents  his  fpoufe  with  a  horfe  decked  out  with  all  the  military 
trappings  *. 

Thcffaly  produces  wine,  oil,  and  fruit  of  different  kinds* 
The  land  is  fo  rich  that  the  corn  would  grow  too  faft  did  the/ 
not  cut  it,  or  turn  in  iheep  to  graze  on  it  r« 

The  crops,  which  are  in  general  very  plentiful,  are  often 
deftroyed  by  worms  \  A  great  quantity  of  corn  is  convey- 
ed on  carriages  to  different  fea-ports,  and  efpeciatty  to  that 
of  Thebes  in  Phthiotis,  whence  it  is  exported  to  foreign  covin* 
tries  *•  This  commerce,  which  produces  confiderable  funis, 
is  the  more  advantageous  to  the  nation,  as  it  is  eafy  to  carry 
it  on,  and  even  to  increafe  it  from  the  prodigious  number  of 
Saves  which  are  known  by  the  name  of  Penefta.  They  are 
in  general  defcended  from  thofe  Perrhscbians  anckMagnefiaos, 
whom  the  Theffalians,  after  conquering,  condemned  to  flavery : 
a  circumftance  which  but  too  ftrongly  marks  the  contradic- 
tions of  the  human  mind.  The  Theffalians  are  the  people 
who  perhaps  of  all  the  Greeks  pride  themfe?  ;es  moft  on  their 
liberty  u,  and  they  were  the  firft  to  reduce  Greeks  to  flavery : 
the  Lacedaemonians,  who  are  no  lefs  jealous  of  their  freedom, 
have  given  the  fame  example  to  all  Greece  x. 


*  Plio.  lib.  7.  cap.  56.  t.  i.  p.  416. 
q  JEliao.  dc  Animal,  lib.  II.    cap. 

34. 
r  The#phr.  Hid.  Plant,  lib.  8.  cap. 

7-p.*4a. 

•  Id.  ibid.  cap.  to. 


1  Xenopb.  Hift.  Grace  lib.  6.  p.  j8r. 
Liv.  lib.  39.  cap.  25. 

u  Euripid.  in  Alceft.  ▼.  677. 

z  Thcop.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  6.  cap.  x& 
p.  265. 
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llie  Penefl*  have  more  than  once  revolted  *  i  they  lire  fo 
numerous  as  always  td  in  f pi  re  dread,  fo  chat  their  mailers  are 
allowed  to  make  them  ao  article  of  commerce,  and  fell  them 
to  the  other  inhabitants  of  Greece.  Bat  what  is  ftill  more 
jharoeful  is,  that  avaricious  men  frequently  fteal  the  (laves  of 
•there,  carry  off  even  free  citizens,  and,  Loading  them  with 
chains,  force  them  on  board  veflela  which  are  attracted  to  the 
coa&s  of  Theffaly  by  the  thtrft  of  gain  *. 

In  the  town  of  A  me,  however,  I  faw  (laves  whofc  condi- 
tion is  not  fo  bad.  They  are  defcended  from  tbofe  Boeotians 
who  formerly  came  to  fettle  in  the  country,  and  were  at 
length  expelled  by  the  Theffalians.  Moft  of  them  returned 
to  their  native  homes :  others  unable  to  quit  their  habitations, 
capitulated  with  their  conquerors.  They  confented  to  become 
bondfmen,  on  condition,  that  their  matters  fhould  neither  de- 
prive them  of  life,  nor  tranfport  them  to  other  countries j  they 
undertook  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  paying  an  annual  tri* 
bute.  Many  of  them  at  prefent  are  richer  than  their  saaf* 
lere*. 

The  Theffalians  receive  ftrangers  with  great  civility,  and 
treat  them  with  magnificence*.  Luxury  is  cenfpkuoas  io 
their  drefs  and  houfes  c :  they  are  fond  to  excefs  of  .oftcota* 
tion  and  good  living ;  their  tables  ace  ferved  with  as  much 
refinement  as  profufion  ;  and  the  dancing  girls,  who  are  bird 
to  amufe  them  at  entertainments,  can  only  pleafe  by  laying 
afide  almoft  every  covering  of  mode  fly  and  decency  d. 

They  are  paffionate,  turbulent  e,  and  fb  difficult  to  govern, 
that  I  have  feen  many  of  their  towns  diftra&ed  with  f^&ions'. 
They  are  reproached,  like  all  other  poli fitted  nations*  with  not 


7  Ariftot.  de  Rep.   lib.  2.  cap.  9. 
t.  ii.  p.  328. 

*  Aria- ph.  in  Plut.  v.  520.     Schol. 
ibid. 

a  Archem  ap.  Athen.  1.  6.  p.  264. 
Tbucyri.  lib    12. 

*  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  6.  p« 


579.     Athen  lib*  14.  cap.  5.  p.  6*4' 

c  Plat  in  Crit.  t.  i.  p.  53.  Atbcn. 
lib.  14-  "p.  13.  p.  663.  Theop.  >?• 
AthcD.  lih.  6.  cap  17.  p.  i£a 

«l  Athen  lib.  13.  cap.  9.  p.  e«7 

c  Liv.  lib.  34  cap  51. 

f  Ifocr.  ep»j*.  ad  Phil,  u  i.  p.  A5lt 
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being  tenacious  observers  of  their  word,  and  of  readily  fail- 
ing in  their  engagements  with  their  allies  *.  The  education 
the  j  receive  adding  only  prejudices  and  errors  to  nature,  cop* 
ruption  takes  early  root  among  them  ;  example  foan  invites 
to  the  commiffiou  of  crimes,  and  guilt  is  rendered  iofolent  by 
impunky  b» 

They  have  cultivated  poetry  from  the  moft  early  ages,  and 
pretend  that  Theflkly  gave  birth  to  Thamyris,  Orpheus,  Li- 
nos, and  many  others  who  lived  in  the  heroic  age,  and  whoft 
glory  refle&s  honour  on  their  country  § ;  but  fince  that  period 
they  have  produced  no  writer,  nor  any  celebrated  arcift.  A- 
bout  a  century  and  a  half  ago  Simon  ides  found  them  infai- 
fible  to  the  charms  of  his  poetry  k.  They  have  been  mora 
attentive  in  later  times  to  the  leJTons  of  Gorgias  the  rhetori- 
cian, and  ftill  prefer  the  pompous  eloquence  by  which  he  was 
difiinguiihed,  but  without  fuffering  it  to  rectify  the  fal£e  ideas 
they  entertain  of  juftice  and  of  virtue !. 

They  have  fo  great  a  tafte  for  dancing,  and  hold  k  in  fuch 
cftiination,  as  to  apply  the  terms  of  that  art  to  objects  of  a 
far  nobler  nature*  In  fome  places  generals  or  magiftrates  are 
called  chiefs  of  the  dance  a  *.  Their  mufic  obferves  a  me- 
dium between  the  Doric  and  the  Ionic  ;  and  as  k  alternately 
depi&s  the  confidence  of  prefumption,  and  the  foftnefs  of  ef- 
feminate pleafure,  it  harmonizes  with  the  character  and  man- 
ners of  the  country  *. 

They  never  on  any  occafion  kill  ftorks,  a  circumfiaooe  I 
fhould  pafe  over,  were  not  the  fame  punifliment  infli&ed  on 
the  perfon  who  kills  one  of  thefe  birds  as  if  he  had  taken  a- 
way  the  life  of  a  man  °.     Aftoniihed  at  fo  Angular  a  law,  we 


*  Dcmofth.  Olynth.  x.  p.  4.  Id-  adv. 
Ariftncr.  p.  743 

*  Plat,  in  Crit,  t  i.  p.  53. 

1  Voff.  obferv.  ad  Mclam.  lib.  a.  cap. 
3.  p.  456. 

k  Pint,  de  And.  Poet.  t.  ii.  p.  15. 

1  Plat,  in  Crit.  C  i.  p.  53.  Id.  in 
Idea.  t.  ii.  p.  70. 

*  Locian*  dc  Salt,  c,  14*  t.  ii.  p.  276. 


*  Lucian  gives  us  an  infeription. 
written  by  a  Thcflalian,  and  conceiv- 
ed in  thefe  terms :  *•  The  people  erect- 
ed this  ftatue  to  Nation,  becaufe  he 
danced  well  in  battle." 

n  Athen.  lib.  14-  p.  614. 

0  Plin.  lib.  10.  cap  a?.  Solin.  cap. 
4Q.  Pl«tw  dc  Ifid*  ct  Ofir.  t.  ii.  P-  3** 
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inquired  the  caafe  of  it,  and  were  told  that  ftorks  had  freed 
Theffaly  from  the  enormous  ferpents  which  formed/  infeiled 
it,  and  that  without  this  law  the  inhabitants  would  foon  b± 
under  the  neceffity  of  relinquishing  the  country  pt  as  the  pco- 
pie  of  a  town  of  Theffaly,  the  name  of  which  I  have  forgot- 
ten, had  been  forced  to  do  on  account  of  the  prodigious  quan* 
tity  of  moles  4. 

In  our  time,  a  power  arofe  in  the  city  of  Pherac,  which 
fltone  with  a  fplendid  but  tranfitory  lull  re.  The  firft  founda- 
tion of  it  was  laid  by  Lycophron r ;  and  his  fucceffor  Jafbn 
nifed  it  fo  high  as  to  render  it  formidable  to  all  Greece,  and 
even  to  did  ant  nations.  I  have  heard  fo  much  fpoken  of 
this  extraordinary  man,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  a 
fwrt  Jketch  of  what  he  did,  and  what  he  might  eventually 
ftave  done. 

Jafon  poffefled  thofe  qualities  which  are  requiGte  to  the 
founding  of  a  great  empire.  He  early  maintained  in  his  pay 
a  body  of  fix  thoufand  auxiliary  troops,  whom  he  continual- 
ly exercifed,  attaching  them  to  his  perfon  by  rewards  when 
they  diftinguiihed  themfelves,  by  the  clofeft  attention  and 
care  in  the  hour  of  fickncfs,  and  by  honourable  funerals  at 
their  death  '.  To  obtain  adraiffion  into,  and  to  remain  in  this 
corps,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  foldier  (hould  be  of  approved 
valour,  and  poffefs  that  intrepidity  which  he  himfelf  difplay- 
ed  in  difficulties  and  dangers.  Men  who  perfanally  knew 
him,  have  told  me  that  his  body  was  proof  againft  the  great- 
eft  fatigues,  and  his  a&ivity  fuch  as  to  furmount  the  moil  ar- 
duous obftacles ;  that  he  could  deny  himfelf  flecp  and  food 
when  it  was  neceffary  to  aft  ;  that  he  was  infenfible,  or  ra- 
ther inacceffible,  to  the  allurements  of  pleafure  ;  too  prudent 
to  engage  in  any  undertaking  without  a  certainty  of  fuccfcfs  , 
and  no  lefs  fkilful  than  Themiftocles  in  penetrating  the  de- 

P  AriftaUde^lirab.  Aufcult  t.  i.  p.  I  461.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.   14.  p.  300.  Rci- 

M5».  I  nee.  Hift.  Jul.  t.  ii.  p.  366. 

.  «  Plin.  lib.  8.  cap.  *g.  p.  455.  |      *  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6.  p.  580* 

r  Xenoph.  HiH.  Srsec.  lib.   ft.  p.  | 
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figns  of  the  enemy,  in  concealing  his  own,  and  In  fupplying 
the  want  of  force  by  ftratagem  or  intrigue c :  in  a  word,  that 
he  rendered  every  thing  fubfervient  to  his  ambition,  and  never 
left  any  thing  to  chance. 

To  complete  this  delineation  of  his  chara&er,  it  mud  be 
added,  that  he  governed  his  people  with  mjldnefs  u,  and  that 
bis  friendship  was  fo  fincere,  that  Timotheus,  the  Athenian 
•general  to  whom  he  was  bound  by  ties  of  hofpitality,  being 
accufed  before  the.  aflfembly  of  the  people,  Jafon  laid  afide 
the  infignia  of  the  throne,  repaired  to  Athens,  mixed,  as  a 
fimple  individual,  with  the  friends  of  the  accufed,  and  by  his 
folicitations  contributed  to  fave  his  life  *• 

After  reducing  fome  nations  to  fubje&ion,  and  forming 
treaties  of  alliance  with  others,  he  communicated  his  projects 
to  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Thcffalians  y.  He  reprefented 
to  them  that  the  power  of  the  Lacedaemonians  was  annihilat- 
ed by  the  battle  of  Leu&ra,  that  the  newly  acquired  afcen- 
dency  of  the  Thebans  could  be  but  momentary  and  unliable, 
and  that  the  Athenian  navy,  which  conftituted  the  only  ftrength 
of  that  ftate,  might  foon  be  furpafled  by  fleets  which  could 
cafily  be  built  in  the  ports  of  Thefialy.  He  added,  that  by 
conquefts  and  alliances  it  would  not  be  difficu-t  to  obtain  the 
empire  of  Greece,  and  overthrow  that  of  the  Perfians,  the 
weaknefs  of  which  had  fo  recently  been  manifested  by  the 
expeditions  of  Agefilaus  and  the  younger  Cyrus.  Thefe  fug- 
geftions  inflamed  every  mind ;  he  was  elected  chief  and  ge- 
neraliffimo  of  the  Theffalian  league,  and  foon  found  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  infantry,  upwards  of  three 
thoufand  horfe,  and  a  very  confiderable  number  of  light 
troops  z. 

*  Cicer.  de  Offic.  lib.  i.  cap.  30.  t.  I  Cornel.  Nep.  in  Timoth.  cap.  4. 

iii.  p.  209.  '  I      y  Xcoop.  Hift.  Grace*  lib.  6.  p.  jtc* 

u  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  373.  |      z  Id.  ibid.  p.  583. 
x  Demoftb.  ia  Timoth.  p.  1075. 

Vol.  II. 
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Thus  circumftanced,  the  Thebaos  implored  bis  aid  againfl: 
the  Lacedaemonians  \  Though  at  war  with  the  Phocians,  be 
felecled  his  bed  troops,  marched  with  incredible  celerity*  and 
preceding  every  where  the  rumour  of  his  approach,  formed 
a  junction  with  the  Thebans  in  fight  of  the  Lacedaemonian 
army*  To  avoid  lengthening  either  date  by  a  victory  which 
might  counteract  his  views,  he  engaged  them  to  fign  a  truce, 
fell  immediately  on  Phocis,  which  he  laid  waile,  and,  after 
ether  enterprifes  equally  rapid  and  fuccefsful,  returned  to 
Pherse  crowned  with  glory,  and  courted  by  different  nation* 
which  folicited  his  alliance. 

The  time  for  celebrating  the  Pythian  games  was  bow  at 
hand  ;  Jafon  formed  the  project  of  marching  thither  with  his 
prmy  b.  $ome  imagined  that  it  was  his  intention  to  awe  the 
affembly,  and  obtain  th*  fapei  in  tendance  of  the  games  :  but 
as  he  was  known  fometimes  to  employ  extraordinary  means 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  troops  c,  the  people  of  Delphi  fufpeft- 
ed  him  of  entertaining  views  on  the  facred  treafury  4.  When 
the  priefts  inquired  of  the  god  by  T»hat  means  they  Jbould 
avert  this  facrilegious  attempt,  they  were  anfwered,  that  he 
took  that  care  upon  hirafelf.  A  few  days  after  Jafon  was 
filled  at  the  hrad  of  his  army,  by  feven  young  confpirators, 
who,  it  is  fa  id,  had  reafon  to  cqnaplain  pf  his  feverity  c. 

Among  the  Greeks  fome  rejoiced  at  his  death,  becaufe 
they  trembled  for  their  liberty  ;  others,  whofe  expectations 
were  founded  on  his  projects,  lamented  the  event  f.  1  know 
not  whether  the  plan  of  uniting  the  Greeks  and  invading 
Perfia  originated  with  himfelf,  or  whether  he  had  adopted  it 
from  one  of  thofe  fophifts,  who  for  fome  time  had  fo  fre- 
quently made  it  a  fubjed  of  difcuffion  in  their  writings,  and 
jn  the  general  alTemblies  of  Greece  *.     The  project,  however, 

'  Id.  ibid.  p.  59S  I       f  id.  ibid. 

b  Id    '  id.  p  600.  I       *  Philoft.  dc  Vit.  Sophift.  lib.  I.  p. 

c  Po  y*n  Strata^-  lib  6.  cap.  X.  &c.  j  493.    Il'ocr.  Panegyr.  t.  i.  p.  209.    Id* 

*  Xenoph.  Hift  Grxc.  iih  6.  p.  600.  j  Orat.  ad  Philip,  t.  i.  p.  29X. 

e  Yalcr.  Max.  lib.  9.  cap.  xo.  I 
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ms  certainly  practicable,  and  has  been  juftified  by  the  event* 
I  afterwards  (jaw  Philip  of  Macedon  give  laws  to  Greece,  and 
iince  my  return  to  Scythia  have  learned  that  his  fun  had  over- 
thrown the  Perfian  empire.  Both  followed  the  fame  fyfleni 
as  Jafon,  who  poflcffed  poffibly  as  great  abilities  as  the  for- 
mer, and  no  lefs  activity  than  the  latter.  1 

It  was  not  till  fome  years  after  his  death  that  we  arrived  at 
Pherae,  a  pretty  confiderable  town  furrounded  by  gardens  h. 
We  cxpefted  to  have  found  fome  remains  of  that  fplendour 
which  had  rendered  it  illuftrious  in  the  time  of  Jafon  ;  but 
Alexander  then  reigned,  and  piefented  to  Greece  a  fpe&acle 
of  which  I  had  no  idea,  for  I  had  never  beheld  a  tyrant.  The 
throne  on  which  he  fat  was  ftill  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
bis  predeceflbrs.  I  have  faid  that  Jafon  was  (lain  by  confpi- 
rators ;  his  two  brothers  Polydorus  and  Polyphron  fucceeding 
him,  Polyphron  murdered  Polydorus  l,  and  was  foon  after 
aflaffinated  by  Alexander,  who  had  held  the  jfceptre  near  eleven 
years  k,  when  we  arrived  at  Pherae.  x 

This  cruel  prince  was  a  Have  to  the  moft  grovelling  vices* 
Faithlefs  with  rcfpeft  to  treaties,  and  timid  and  cowardly  ia 
battle,  he  was  ambitious  of  conquefts  only  that  he  might  glut 
his  avarice,  and  entirely  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  moil  in- 
famous and  vile  debaucheries  1.  A  band  of  fugitives  and  va- 
gabonds, tainted  with  every  crime,  but  lefs  flagitious  than  him- 
felf, become  his  foldiers  and  his  guards,  fpread  defolation  over 
his  own  kingdom,  and  among  the  neighbouring  nations.  He 
had  been  known  to  enter  at  their  head  into  an  allied  city,  af- 
femble  the  citizens  under  various  pretexts  in .  the  forum,  put 
them  to  death,  and  give  their  houfes  up  to  pillage m.  His 
arms  were  at  firft  attended  with  fome  fuccefs,  but  vanquiihed 
at  length  by  the  Thebans,  in  conjunction  with  feveral  of  the 


*  Polyb.  lib.  17.  p.  756.    Liv.  Kb. 
33-  cap.  6. 

i  Xcnoph.  Hid.  Grace.  1  6.  p.  600. 

*  Died.  Sic.  lib.  Ij.  p.  37.4. 


1  Plut.  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  493. 
m  Diod.  Sic  lib.  15.  p.  3*5.     Plut. 
in  Pelop.  ibid.     Paufan.  lib.  6.  p.  463. 
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ftates  of  Theffaly  n,  he  was  reduced  to  exerctfe  his  fury  on 
his  own  fubjects  ;  fomc  were  buried  alive  °  ;  others,  enclofed 
in  the  (kins  of  bears  and  wild  boars,  were  purfued  and  torn 
by  dogs  habituated  to  this  fort  of  chafe.  He  made  a  fport  of 
their  torments,  and  their  cries  ferved  only  to  harden  his  ob- 
durate foul.  Yet  he  furprifed  himfelf  one  day  on  the  point 
of  (bedding  tears  :  this  happened  at  a  reprefentation  of  the 
Troades  of  Euripides  ;  but  he  inftantly  left  the  theatre,  fay-, 
ing,  that  he  mould  blufh  indeed  if,  when  he  could  fee  the 
blood  of  his  fubje&s  flow  unmoved,  he  mould  appear  affected 
at  the  misfortunes  of  Hecuba  and  Andromache  R. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pherae  pa  fled  their  lives  in  terror,  and 
in  that  ftate  of  dejection  which  an*  excefs  of  oppreffion  na- 
turally produces,  and  which  is  in  itfelf  an  additional  misfor-. 
fortune.  They  dared  not  even  to  breathe  a  figh,  and  the 
-wifhes  which  they  fecretly  formed  for  liberty  ended  in  impo- 
tent defpair. 

Alexander,  agitated  by  the  dread  with  which  he  tormented 
others,  experienced  the*  common  lot  of  tyrants,  that  of  hating 
and  being  hated.  In  his  eyes  were  difcoverable,  through  the 
fymptoms  of  cruelty,  all  that  anxiety,  diftruft,  and  terror, 
that  harrowed  up  his  foul.  Every  thing  around  him  was  an 
object  of  fufpicion.  He  trembled  even  at,  the  fight  of  his 
guards.  He  took  precautions  againft  his  wife  Thebe,  whom 
he  loved  with  as  much  fury  as  jealoufy,  if  we  may  dignify- 
by  the  name  of  love  that  ferocious  paifion  which  impelled 
him  to  her  perfon.  He  pafled  the  night  at  the  top  of  his  pa- 
lace, in  an  apartment  to  which  he  afcended  by  a  ladder,  and 
the  avenues  to  which  were  defended  iJJjr  a  huge  dog,  who 
would  have  fpared  neither  the  king,  the  queen,  nor  the  Have 
that  fupplied  him  with  victuals.     Hither  the  tyrant  retired 

n  Id.  ibid.  p.  390.  I      P  JElian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  14.  cap.  49. 

0  Plut.  in  Pclop.  t.  i.  p,  193.  J  Plut.  ibid.  * 
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every  night,  preceded  by  this  Have,  who  carried   a   naked 
fword,  and  examined  every  corner  of  the  apartment  q. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  relate  a  lingular  faft,  and  (hall  ac- 
company it  with  no  refle&ion.     Eudemus  of  Cyprus,  in  his 

.  -way  from  Athens  t»  Macedonia,  fell  ill  at  Pherae  r.  As  I 
bad  frequently  feen  him  in  company  with  Ariftotle,  whofe 
friend  he  was,  I  attended  him  during  his  ficknefs  with  all  the 
care  in. my  power*  One  evening,  when  his  phyficians  had 
affured  me  that  they  defpaired  of  his  cure,  I  was  feated  by 
his  bed :  moved  at  my  affli&ion,  he  ft  retched  out  his  hand, 
and  faid  to  me  in  a  dying  voice,  I  may  trull  a  fecret  to  your 
friendftup,  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  reveal  to  another. 
Two  or  three  nights  fince,  a  young  man  of  aftonifhing  beauty 
appeared  to  me  in  a  dream  ;  he  warned  me  that  I  fhould  re- 
cover, and  return  to  my  country  in  five  years ;  and,  as  a 
token  of  the  truth  of  his  predidion,  added,  that  the  tyrant 
had  but  a  few  days  to  live.     I  conudered  this  ftory  of  Eu- 

,  demus  as  a  proof  that  he  was  feized  by  a  delirium,  and  re- 
turned home  overwhelmed  with  grief. 

The  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  we  were  awakened 
by  repeated  acclamations :  He  is  dead,  the  tyrant  is  no  more ; 
he  has  periihed  by  the  hands  of  the  queen.  We  ran  dire&ly 
to  the  palace,  where  we  faw  the  body  of  Alexander,  aban- 
doned to  the  infults  of  the  populace,  who  were  trampling 
him  under  their  feet  %  and  extolling  in  tranfports  the  courage 
of  the  queen  j  for  {he,  from  her  hatred  of  tyranny,  or  to  a- 
venge  her  perfonal  injuries,  had  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  confpiracy.  Some  faid  that  Alexander  was  on  the  point 
of  repudiating  her 4  others  that  he  had  put  to  death  a  young 
Theflaiian  who  was  her  favourite  c  ;  and  others  again,  that 
Felopidas,  who  fome  years  before  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 


q  Cicer.  de  Offic.  lib.  a,  cap.  7.  t. 
iu.  p.  %s$.    Valcr.  Maxim,  lib.  9.  cap. 

'  Aridot.  ap,  Cicer.  de  Divio,  lib.  z. 


cap.  25.  t.  iii.  p.  %%z. 

s  Plot,  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  298.  Quin- 
til.  lib.  7.  cap.  1.  p.  410. 

1  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Gr*c.  lib.  6.  p.  foi] 
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Alexander,  had,  wbilft  a  prifoncrr  all  interview  with  the 
queen,  and  exhorted  her  bj  reftoring  her  country  to  freedom 
to  render  herfelf  worthy  of  her  birth  u,  for  flie  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  king  Jafon,  However  this  may  be,  Tbebe  having 
formed  her  plan,  told  her  three  brothers,  Tifiphonus,  Py- 
tbolaus,  and  Lycophron,  that  her  huiband  was  determined 
on  theif  deftruftion  ;  and  from  that  moment  they  refolved  on 
his.  The  preceding  day  (he  kept  them  concealed  in  the  pa- 
lace * :  in  the  evening  Alexander,  intoxicated  with  wine,  a* 
tended  to  his  apartment,  threw  himfelf  on  his  bed,  and  went 
to  deep.  Thebe  immediately  came  down,  fent  the  Have  and 
the  dog  out  of  the  way,  returned  with  the  confpirators,  and 
feized  the  fword  fufpended  at  the  head  of  the  bed.  At  this 
moment  their  courage  had  nearly  failed  them ;  but  Thebe 
threatening,  if  they  hefitated,  to  awaken  the  king,  they  fell 
upon  him,  and  put  an  end  to  his  life  with  repeated  blows. 

I  immediately  went  to  impart  this  news  to  E  ad  emus,  who 
did  not  ftem  furprifed  at  it.  He  foon  recovered  his  ftrength, 
and  died  five  years  after  in  Sicily.  Ariftotle,  who  has  finoe 
dedicated  a  dialogue  on  the  foul  to  the  memory  of  his  friend  ?, 
has  alleged  that  the  dream  was  accomplifhed  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances,  fiuce  to  leave  the  world  by  death  is  to  return  to 
our  country  z. 

The  confpirators,  after  fiiffering  the  inhabitants  of  Pherae 
to  breathe  a  while,  divided  the  fovereign  power  between 
them,  and  committed  fo  many  a&s  of  in]  aft  ice,  that  they 
compelled  their  fubje&s  to  call  in  Philip  of  Macedon  to  their 
fuccour a.  He  came,  and  not  only  expelled  the  tyrants  of 
Pherse,  but  thofe  who  had  eftablifhed  themfelvcs  in  other 
cities.  The  fignal  fervice  he  thus  rendered  to  the  Theffalians 
fo  attached  them  to  his  intereft  *,  that  they  followed  him  in 


w  Pint,  in  Pelop.  t.  i.  p.  297. 

*  Id  ibid.      "' 

?  Id.  in  Dion  1. 1.  p.  967. 

2  Cicer.  de  Divio,  lib.  x.  cap.  25. 


t.  iii.  p.  22. 

a  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 6.  p.  418. 

fr  Ifocr.  Orat.  ad  PbUip.  t.  i.  p.  138. 
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ftioft  of  his  ettterprifes,  and  greatly  contributed  to  his  future 
foccefs* 

After  having  vifited  the  environs  of  Pheras,  and  efpccially 
its  harbour,  named  Pegafae,  which  is  at  the  diftancc  of  ninety 
ftadia  from  the  city c  *,  we  made  an  e*curfion  into  the  fouthera 
parts  of  Magnefia,  and  afterward  inclined  our  courfe  towards 
the  north,  keeping  the  chain  of  mountains  called  Pelion  on 
our  right.     This  country  is  delightful,  from  the  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  the  variety  of  the  profpeds  it  affords,  and  the 
number  of  valleys  formed  by  the  branches  of  the  moun- 
tains Pelion  and  Offa,  more  particularly  in  the  northern  part* 
On  one  of  the  fummits  of  Mount  Pelion  (lands  a  temple 
dedicated  to  Jupiter;  and  near  it  is  the  celebrated  cave  in 
which  Chiron  is  faid  formerly  to  have  dwelt d,  and  which 
ft  ill  bears  his  name.     We  afcended  this  part  of  tbe  mountain 
in  the  train  of  a  proceffion  of  young  people,  who  go  annual- 
ly, in  the  name  of  one  of  the  adjacent  towns,  to  offer  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  fovereign  of  the  gods.     Though  it  was  the  mid- 
dle of  fummer,  and  the  heat  exccffive  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, we  were  obliged  to  follow  their  example,  and  cover  our- 
felves  with  thick  garments.     Tfte  cold  at  this  height  is  ex- 
tremely (harp,  but  its  feverity  is  lefs  felt  by  the  traveller,  be? 
caufe  his  attention  is  engaged  by  the  magnificent  profpeft  of 
the  fea  on  one  fide,  aud  of  the  plains  of  Thefiaiy  on  the 
other. 

The  mountain  is  covered  with  firs,  cyprefles,  cedars,  and 
a  variety  of  trees  '  5  as  alfo  different  kinds  of  fimples  much 
ufed  in  medicine  f.  We  were  fliown  a  root,  refembling  thyme 
in  its  fmell,  which,  as  we  were  told,  is  fatal  to  ferpents,  and, 
if  taken  in  wine,  is  an  antidote  againft  their  bite  *.  A  cer- 
tain fhrub  grows  here  likewife,  the  root  of  which  is  a  re- 


c  Strab.  lib.  9.  p.  436. 
*  Three  leagues  and  a  half. 
<  Pmd.  Pyth.  4.  ▼.  1 81.   Dicsearcb. 
ap.  Geogr.  Min.  t  ii.  p.  29. 
e  Diczarck.  ibid.  p.  a  7. 


f  Id.  ibid.  p.   30.     Theophr.  Hi/h"" 
Plant,  lib    4   cap.   6.  p.  }6%;  lib.'  9* 
cap.  15.  p  11 17. 

S  Id.  ibid.  p.  at. 
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medy  for  the  gout,  the  bark  for  the  cholic,  and  the  leaves 
for  defluxions  in  the  eyes  h ;  but  the  fecrct  of  preparing  and 
ufing  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  family!  who  pretend  that 
it  has  been  tranfmitted  to  them  from  father  to  fon,  from  the 
time  of  Chiron  the  centaur,  to  whom  they  afcribe  its  firft 
difcovery.  They  derive  no  advantage  from  it,  but  think  it 
their  duty  gratuitoufly  to  diftribute  thefe  remedies  to  fuch  lick 
perfons  as  come  to  folicit  their  affiftaoce. 

Defcending  from  the  mountain  with  the  proceffion,  we 
were  invited  to  the  entertainment  which  concludes  the  cere- 
mony :  we  then  faw  a  kind  of  dance  performed,  peculiar  to 
fome  of  the  people  of  Theflaly,  and  well  calculated  to  excite 
the  courage  and  vigilance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  '• 
A  Magnefian  prefents  himfelf  with  his  arms,  which  he  lays 
down,  and  imitates  the  geftures  and  manner  of  a  man  fowing 
and  tilling  his  field  in  time  of  war.  Fear  is  depicted  in  his 
countenance  j  he  turns  his  head  on  every  fide,  and  perceives 
one  of  the  enemy's  foldiers  endeavouring  to  furprife  him  ;  he 
inflantly  feizes  his  arms,  attacks  the  foldier,  defeats  him, 
fallens  him  to  his  oxen,  and  drives  him  before  him.  All 
thefe  movements  are  performed  in  cadence  to  the  found  of  the 
flute. 

Continuing  our  journey,  we  arrived  at  Sycurium.  This 
town,  fituated  on  an  eminence  at  the  foot  o  Mount  Ofla, 
commands  a  fine  profpeft  of  a  rich  country.  The  purity  of 
the  air  and  the  number  of  ftreams  which  water  the  neigh- 
bouring lands  render  it  one  of  the  moll  agreeable  places  of 
refidence  in  Greece  fc.  From  hence  to  Lariffa  the  country  is 
fertile  and  very  populous.  It  increafes  in  beauty  as  we  ap- 
proach this  city,  which  is  juftly  deemed  the  firft  and  richeft 
in  Theflaly.  The  river  Pcneus,  whioh  rolls  its  tranfparent 
waters  at  the  foot  of  its  walls  ',  greatly  contributes  to  its 
enabellifliment.  + 


Id.  ibid.  p.  30.  I      k  Liv.  nb.  4*,  cap.  54. 

Xonoph.  Expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  6.  p.  I     1  Plin.  lib.  4.  cap.  8, 1. 1  p.  aoc. 
37i«  1 
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W*  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Amyntor,  where  we  found 
e\very  accommodation  to  be  expe&ed  from  the  ancient  friends 
fliip  by  which  he  was  attached  to  the  father  of  Philotas. 

We  were  impatient  to  vifit  Tempe.  This  name,  which  is 
common  to  feveral  valleys  in  the  diftrid,  is  more  particular* 
ly  given  to  that  formed  by  the  approach  of  Mount  Olympus 
and  Mount  Offa.  It  is  the  only  high  road  from  Theflaly  to 
Macedon.  Amyntor  gave  us  his  company*  We  took  a  boat, 
and  embarked  at  fun-rife  on  the  Peneus,  the  fifteenth  of  the 
month  Metageitnion  *.  We  prefently  came  in  fight  of  feveral 
towns,  fuch  as  Phalanna,  Gyrton,  Elatea,  Mopfium,  and  Ho- 
molis  ;  fome  feated  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  others  on  the 
adjoining  heights  m.  After  pa  fling  the  mouth  of  the  Titare- 
fius,  the  waters  of  which  are  not  fo  clear  as  thofe  of  the  Pe- 
neus °,  we  arrived  at  Gonnus,  diftant  one  hundred  and  fixty 
ftadia  °  +  from  Larifia.  The  valley  here  begins,  and  the  river 
is  fhut  in  between  Mount  Offa  on  tht  right,  and  Olympus 
on  the  left,  which  is  fomething  more  than  ten  ftadia  in 
height  l* 

According  to  an  ancient  tradition,  thefe  mouatains  were 
feparated  by  an  earthquake  that  opened  apanage  for  the  wa- 
ters which  overflowed  the  country  ?»  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  if  this  paffage  were  ob  ft  rutted,  the  Peneus  could  no 
longer  find  a  way  ;  for  this  *  river,  which  receives  feveral 
others  in  its  courfe,  flows  through  a  country  that  gradually 
rifes  from  its  banks  to  the  furrounding  hills  and  mountains ; 
on  which  account  it  has  been  faid,  that  had  not  the  TheflTa- 
Hans  fubmitted  to  Xerxes,  that  monarch  would  have  taken 
poficfnon  of  Gonnus,  and  there  have  conftru&ed  a  dike  and 
flopped  the  ft  ream  of  the  river  «. 


•  The  loth  of  Atagult  of  the  year 
357  before  Chrift 

m  Lir.  lib.  4%  cap.  6f. 

n  Homer.  Iliad.  a.  v.  754.  Strab. 
lib.  9.  p.  441. 

0  Liv.  lib*  36.  cap.  10. 


f  Six  leaflet. 

X  960  toifci  (one  mile'aSj  yards). 
See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume 

P  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  129.  Strab. 
lib.  9.  p.  430- 

s  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  130. 
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This  town  is  very  important  from  its  fituntion ;  it  is  the 
key  of  Theffaly  on  the  fide  of  Macedonia  %  as  the  pafs  of 
Thermopylae  is  on  the  fide  of  Phocis. 

The  valley  ftretches  from  fouth-weft  to  north-weft  *  ;  its 
length  is  forty  ft  ad  i  a  *  *,  and  its  greateft  breadth  about  two 
ftadia  and  a  half  *  f ;  but  in  fome  places  it  becomes  fo  narrow 
that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  above  a  hundred  feet  wide  *  J. 

The  mountains  are  covered  with  poplars,  planes,  and  afli 
trees  of  aftonifhing  beauty  '.  From  their  fides  gufli  fonh 
fprings  of  water  as  pure  as  cryftal  *,  and  from  the  intervals 
which  feparate  their  fummits,  iffues  a  cool  air  which  the  tra- 
veller breathes  with  indifcribable  pleafure.  The  river  almoft 
every  where  prefents  him  with  a  peaceful  ft  ream,  and  in  cer- 
tain places  embraces  iflands,  which  it  maintains  in  perpetual 
-verdure  a.  Grottos  excavated  in  the  hill  fides  b,  and  plots  of 
grafs  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  feem  to  indi- 
cate the  afylum  of  repofe  and  pleafure.  But  what  we  mod 
admired  was  a  kind  of  intelligent  plan  in  the  distribution  of 
the  ornaments  which  embelliih  thefe  retired  fcenes.  Elfe- 
where  art  ftrives  to  imitate  nature  ;  but  here  nature  feems  to 
endeavour  to  imitate  art.  Laurels  and  different  kinds  of 
fhrubs  form  themfelves  into  arbours  and  groves,  and  exhibit 
a  beautiful  contraft  with  the  clumps  of  trees  difperfed  over 
the  foot  of  Olympus  c.  The  rocks  are  clothed  with  a  fpecies 
of  ivy,  and  the  trees,  ornamented  with  plants  which  wind 
around  their  trunks  *,  interweave  their  branches  and  drop  in 
feftoons  and  garlaods.     Every  objed,  in  a  word,  on  this  en- 


r  LW.  lib.  4*.  cap.  67. 

*  Pocock.  t.  iii.  p.  15  a.   Manufcript 
Bote  of  Mr.  Stuart. 

c  Plin.  lib.  4-    cap.  8.  t.  i.  p.  aoo. 
Iav.  lib.  44.  cap.  6. 

*  About  a  league  and  a  half. 

u  Manufcript  note  of  Mr.  Stuart. 
I  About  236  toifet  (50a  yards  or 
two  furlongi  63  yards). 

*  Plin.  ibid.  JBlian  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3. 
.cap.  1.  Ferizon.  ibid.  Salmaf.  in  Solin. 


i  About  94  French  feet  (or  100 
Englifli). 

'  1  neophr.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  4.  c.  6. 
Catull.  EpithaL  Pel.  et  Thetid.  Plot, 
in  Flamin.  p.  370.     Hefych.  in  Tip*. 

*  JElian.  Var  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  1. 

a  Pococke,  Deicription  of  the  Eaft, 
t.  iii.  p.  15  a. 

0  Manufcript  note  of  Mr.  Stuart. 

c  Id.  ibid. 

<*  j£lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  X* 
Plin.  lib.  16.  cap.  44.  t.  n.  p.  41. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  283 

chanting  fpot,  contributes  to  complete  the  mod  pi&urefque 
fcenery.  The  eye  feems  to  refpirc  coolnefs  on  every  fide  #f 
and  the  foul  to  receive  a  new  portion  of  life. 

The  fenfations  of  the  Greeks  are  fo  lively,  and  the  climate 
they  inhabit  is  fo  warm,  that  we  cannot  be  furprifed  at  the 
emotions  they  experience  at  the  fight,  nay  even  at  the  recol- 
lection, of  this  charming  valley  :  to  the  pi&ure  I  have  been 
iketching,  I  mud  add,  that  in  the  fpring  it  is  every  where 
enamelled  with  flowers,  and  that  birds  without  number  fend 
forth  their  warblings  %  rendered,  as  it  were,  ft  ill  more  rnelo-  ' 
dious  and  tender  by  the  folitude  and  feafon. 

In  the  mean  time  we  continued  gently  to  follow  the  courfe 
of  the  Peneus,  and  my  eyes,  though  attracted  by  a  multitude 
of  pleafing  obje&s,  rncefiantly  reverted  to  the  river.  Some- 
times I  beheld  its  waters  glittering  through  the  foliage  that 
over  haded  its  banks  f  $  fometimes  approaching  the  Jh*re,  I 
contemplated  the  peaceful  fucceffion  of  its  waves?,  which 
feemed  mutually  to  fuftain  each  other,  and  purfued  their 
courfe  without  tumult  and  without  effort.  Such,  faid  I  to 
Amyntor,  is  the  image  of  a  pure  and  tranquil  foul ;  one  vir- 
tue naturally  arifes  from  another,  and  all  ad  in  concert  and 
in  peace.  The  foreign  (bade  of  vice  alone  heightens  their 
lu^re  by  its  opposition.  Amyntor  replied,  1  will  now  {how 
you  the  image  of  ambition,  and  the  fatal  etxe£h  which  it  pro- 
duces. 

He  then  conduced  me  into  one  of  the  narrow  pafles  of 
Mount  Offa,  which  tradition  has  made  the  fcene  of  the  com- 
bat between  the  I  itans  and  the  gods.  There  an  impetuous 
torrent  ruflies  precipitately  over  a  bed  of  rocks,  (haking  them 
by  the  violence  of  its  fall.  We  came  to  a  fpot  where  the 
waves,  violently  compreiTed,  were  labouring  to  force  a  paflage. 
They  dathed  againft  each  other,  flew  up,  and  fell  back  roaring 

#  VmlfambU  refpirtr  la  fraUbeur.        J      fr  JEiian.  Var.  Hift.  Kb.  3.   cap.  X. 
e  PIil.  Jib.  4.  cap.  8.  t.  i.  p.  200.       j  Procop.  ISM.  lib.  4.  cap.  3.  p.  71- 
I  Id.  ibid*  I 
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into  a  gulf,  whence   they  (hot  forth  again  with  redoubled 
fury,  to  break  and  foam  in  the  air. 

My  whole  attention  was  fixed  on  this  fcene,  when,  calling 
my  eyes  around  me,  I  found  myfelf  enclofed  between   two 
black  and  arid  mountains,  furrowed  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  their  fides  by  deep  chafms.     Near  their  fummits  the 
clouds  moved  heavily  along,  amid  funereal  trees,  or  remained 
fufpended  over  their  fterile  branches.     Below  I  beheld  nature 
in  ruins  j  mountains  crumbled- do wh  lay  covered  with  therr 
own  fragments,  and  prefented  to  the  eye  only  menacing  rocks 
confufedly  piled  up.     What  power,  faid  I,  has  torn  afunder 
the  bands  of  thefe  enormous  mafles  ?  Was  it  the  fury  of  the 
northern  blafts  ?    Was  it  a  total  overthrow  of  the  globe  ?  or 
was  it  indeed  the  terrible  vengeance  of  the  gods  againft  the 
Titans  ?  I  know  not :  but  to  this  terrific  valley  fhould  con- 
querors come  to  contemplate  the  pidure  of  the  ravages  with 
which  they  afflict  the  earth. 

We  haftened  to  leave  this  place,  and  found  our  attention 
excited  by  the  melodious  founds  of  a  lyre  h,  and  by  voices 
ftill  more  enchanting.  This  was  the  *Tbeoria>  or  deputation 
fent  to  Tempe  every  ninth  year  by  the  inhabitants  of  Delphi  *. 
They  allege  that  Apollo  came  to  their  city  with  a  crown  and 
branch  of  laurel  gathered  in  this  valley,  and  that  it  is  in  cora- 
tfnemoration  of  this  circumftance  that  they  fend  the  deputation 
we  now  faw  arrive.  It  was  compofed  of  the  moil  beautiful 
youths  of  Delphi.  They  offered  a  pompous  facrifice  on  an 
altar  erefted  near  the  banks  of  the  Peneus,  and  after  cutting 
branches  from  the  fame  laurel  tree  whence  the  god  had  taken 
his  crown,  they  departed  tinging  hymns. 

On  coming  out  of  the  valley,  the  moft  beautiful  fcene  that 
can  be  imagined  opened  to  our  view.  We  furveyed  an  im- 
menfe  plain  covered  with  houfes  and  trees,  in  which  the  river 


*  Pla*.   de   Mufic.   t.   ii.  p.  1136.  |      i  VEUan.  Var.  HiiL  lib.  3  cap  f. 
Mem.  de  l'Acad.  dea  Bcil.  Lett/,  t.  I 
xiii.  p.  zzo.  m  J 
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enlarging  its  channel,  and  becoming  more  gentle  in  its  courfe, 
feems  to  multiply  itfelf  by  innumerable  windings.  At  the 
di  fiance  of  fome  ftadia  appears  the  Thermaic  gulf;  beyond 
it  is  feen  the  peninfula  of  Pall  en  e,  while  at  a  ftill  greater  dif- 
tance  Mount  Athos  finally  terminates  this  noble  profpeft  k. 

We  intended  to  return  in  the  evening  to  Gonnus  ;  but  a  vio* 
lent  florin  obliged  us  to  pafs  the  night  in  a  houfe  fituated  on 
the  fea  fliore,  the  habitation  of  a  ThefTalian,  who  received  us 
with,  the  utmoit  hofpitality.  He  had  refided  fome  time  at  the 
court  of  king  Cotys,  and  during  fupper  entertained  us  with 
fome  anecdotes  relative  to  that  prince* 

Cotys,  faid  he,  is  the  wealthieft,  the  mod  voluptuous,  and 
rooft  intemperate  of  the  Thracian  kings.  Befides  other  branches 
of  revenue,  he  annually  receives  upwards  of  two  hundred 
talents  *  from  the  harbours  which  he  poffefles  in  the  Cherfo* 
mefus  ',  yet  his  treafures  fcarcely  fuffice  to  gratify  his  various 
caprices. 

.  In  fummer  he  wanders,  attended  by  his  court,  in  forefls, 
through  which  are  cut  magnificent  high  roads.  Whenever 
he  meets  with  a  pleafing  profpecl:  and  refrefhing  {hades  near 
the  banks  of  a  rivulet,  there  he  halts,  and  refigns  himfelf  to 
all  the  exceffes  of  the  table.  At  prefent  he  is  hurried  away 
by  a  delirium  which  would  only  excite  pity,  did  not  folly 
joined  to  power  render  paffions  cruel.  Who  do  you  imagine 
is  the  object  of  his  love  ?  Minerva.  At  fir  (I  he  commanded 
one  of  his  miftrefies  to  adorn  herfelf  with  the  infignia  of  that 
divinity ;  but  as  this  expedient  only  contributed  to  inflame 
him  more,  he  determined  to  efpoufe  the  goddefs.  The  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  with  the  greateft  magnificence ;  I  was 
invited  to  the  wedding.  He  waited  impatiently  for  his  bride, 
and  in  the  interval  got  drunk.  Towards  the  end  of  the  en- 
tertainment, one  of  his  guards  went,  by  his  order,  to  the  tent 
in  which  the  nuptial  bed  was  prepared,  and.   on  his  return, 

k  Maxmfcript  note  of  Mr.  Stuart.      I  (45,000 1.) 

9    Upwards   of    1,800,000    litres  |      1  Demofth.  in  Ariftocr.  p.  743. 
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informing  him  that  Minerva  was  not  jet  arrived,  Cotyt 
pierced  him  with  an  arrow  which  laid  him  dead  on  the  place. 
Another  of  his  guards  underwent  the  fame  fate.  A  third, 
warned  by  their  example,  faid,  that  he  had  juft  feen  the  god- 
defs,  who  was  in  bed,  and  had  been  long  waiting  for  the  king. 
At  thefe  words,  fufpefting  he  had  obtained  the  favours  of  his 
fpoufe,  he  flew  upon  him  in  a  rage,  and  tore  him  in  pieces 
with  his  own  hands  m. 

Such  was  the  narrative  of  the  TheflTalian.  Sometime  after 
two  brothers,  Meraclides  and  Python,  confpired  again  ft  Cotys, 
and  put  him  to  death.  The  Athenians  having  alternately  had 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with,  and  to  complain  of  this  prince,  at 
the  beginning  of  his  reign  decreed  him  a  crown  of  gold  with 
the  privileges  of  a  citizen ;  and  after  his  death,  conferred  the 
fame  honours  on  his  affaffins  *. 

*  The  ftorm  ended  with  the  night ;  and,  when  we  awoke,  the 
fea  was  calm,  and  the  iky  ferene  :  we  returned  to  the  valley, 
where  we  faw  preparations  for  a  feftival  annually  celebrated 
by  the  Theffalians,  in  commemoration  of  the  earthquake, 
which,  by  giving  a  pafiage  to  the  waters  of  the  Peneus,  drain- 
ed the  beautiful  plains  of  Larifta. 

The  inhabitants  of  Gonnus,  Homolis,  and  other  adjacent 
towns,  fucceffiverly  arrived  in  the  valley.  Incenfe  was  burn- 
ing on  all  fides  °,  and  the  river  covered  with  boats  perpetual- 
ly going  up  and  coming  down.  Tables  were  fpread  in  the 
thickets,  on  the  lawn,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  in  the  little 
iilands,  and  near  the  fprings  which  gufli  out  of  the  mountains. 
This  feftival  is  remarkable  for  the  following  Angularity  :  dur- 
ing its  celebration  there  is  no  diftincVion  between  the  (laves 
and  their  matters,  or  rather  the  former  are  ferved  by  the  lat- 
ter. This  new  authority  they  exerc'fe  with  a  liberty  that 
fometimes  is  carried  to  licentioufnefs,  and  which  ferves  only 
to  increafe  the  general  mirth.     With  the  pleafures  of  the 

m  Allien,  lib.  is.  cap.  8.  p.  531-        I      °  Athen.  lib.   14.  p.   639.     iEUaru 
a  Demofth.  in  Ariftocr.  p.  744.         |  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  1.    Mcurf.  m 
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table  are  mingled  thofe  of  dancing,  mafic,  and  many  other  ex* 
ercifes,  which  are  continued  till  the  night  is  verj  far  ad- 
vanced. 

We  returned  next  daj  to  Lariffa,  and  a  few  days  after  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  bull  fight.  I  had  already  been  a 
witnefs  to  feveral,  in  different  towns  in  Greece p;  but  the  La- 
riflseans  are  the  moil  remarkable  for  their  (kill  and  addrefs* 
The  fcene  lay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town :  feveral 
bulls  were  let  loofe  and  attacked  by  the  fame  number  of  horfe- 
znen,  who  purfued  and  goaded  them  with  a  kind  of  darts* 
Each  horfeman  muft  confine  himfelf  to  one  bull,  gallop  by  the 
fide  of  him,  alternately  irritate  and  avoid  him,  and  after  ex- 
haufting  the  ftrength  of  the  animal,  feize  him  by  the  horns, 
and  throw  him  down,  without  himfelf  difmouating.  Some* 
times  he  ruihes  on  the  bull  foaming  with  rage,  and,  difregard- 
iag  the  violent  (hocks  he  frequently  encounters,  brings  him 
to  the  ground  in  fight  of  an  immenfe  multitude  of  fpe&ators, 
who  celebrate  his  triumph. 

This  town  is  governed  by  a  few  magiftrates,  who  are  elect- 
ed by  the  people,  and  who  think  themfelves  bound  to  flatter 
their  conftituents,  and  facrifice  their  welfare  to  their  ca- 
pricesq. 

Naturalifts  affirm,  that  fines  a  paffage  has  been  formed  to 
let  off  the  flagrant  waters  which  covered  the  environs  of  this 
town  in  many  places,  the  air  is  become  more  pure  and  colder* 
They  allege  two  observations  in  fupport  of  this  opinion*  O- 
live  trees  formerly  were  very  numerous  and  flouriihing  in  this 
diffricl ;  at  prefent  they  are  unable  to  endure  the  feverity  o£ 
the  winters:  the  vines  too  are  often  frozen,  which  in  former 
times  was  never  known  to  happen r» 

It  was  now  autumn,  and  as  this  feafon  is  ufually  very  fine 
—    ....■■  -  » 

p  PUn  lib.  8.  cap.  45.  t.  i.  p.  47*.  |  q  Ariftot.de  Re;,  lib.  5.  cap.  6.  p. 
Sacton.  io   Claud,   cap.    »i.     Hcliod.  |  394. 

iEthiop.  lib.  lex  p.  498.    Saioiaf.  in  1      r  rhcophr,  de  Caul.  Flint,  lib.  5. 
PuUion,  p  *$6.  I  cap.  so. 
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in  Theffaly,  and  of  long  continuance  %  we  made  fome  excur- 
fions  to  the  neighbouring  towns  :  but  the  time  of  our  depar- 
ture being  arrived,  we  refolved  to  pafs  through  Epirus,  and 
accordingly  took  the  road  to  Gomphi,  a  town  fituated  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Pindus. 


CHAP.     XXXVI. 

Tour  through   Epirus,    Acarnanxa,    and  Mtolia. 
Dodona.     Leap  of  Leucata  *. 


Oracle  of 


Mount  Pindus  feparates  Theffaly  from  Epirus.  We  paf- 
fed  it  above  Gomphi  %  and  entered  the  country  of  the  Atha- 
manians.  From  hence  we  might  have  made  a  vifit  to  the  ora- 
cle of  Dodona,  which  is  at  no  great  diftance ;  but  befides  the 
difficuly  of  palling  mountains  already  covered  with  fnow,  and 
the  extreme  feverity  of  the  winter  at  that  place  u,  we  had  feen 
fo  many  oracles  in  Bceotia,  that  they  infpired  us  with  difguft 
rather  than  curiofity:  we  refolved  therefore  to  purfue  our 
journey  dire&ly  to  Ambracia  by  a  very  fhort  but  rugged 
road  x. 

This  city,  which. was  founded  by  a  colony  from  Corinth  % 
is  fituated  on  a  gulf,  which  bears  likewife  the  name  of  Am- 
bracia z  f.  To  the  weft  flows  the  river  Arethon  ;  and  to  the 
eaftward  is  an  eminence  on  which  (lands  a  citadel.  The  walls 
are  about  twenty-four  fladia  in  circumference  *  f  .  Within 
the  city  the  eye  is  atraded  by  temples  and  other  beautiful 


i  Id.  Hift.  Plant,  lib.  j.  cap.  7. 

*  See  the  general  map  of  Greece. 
1  Lir.  lib.  32.  cap.  14. 

*  Homer.  Iliad,  a.  v.  750. 
x  Li  v.  ibid.  cap.  15. 

y  Thucyd.  lib.  ».  cap.  80. 

*  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  $25. 


f  This  it  the  fame  gulf  in  which 
the  battle  of  Adium  was  fought.  See 
the  plan  and  defcription  of  it  in  the 
Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr.  t. 
xxwi.  p.  513. 

a  Liv.  lib.  38.  cap.  4. 

\  Aimoft  a  league.  See  ub.ix.  vo1.it. 
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monuments b  ;  and  without,  by  fertile  plains  of  great  extent  c» 
We  patted  a  few  days  here,  and  acquired  fume  general  know* 
ledge  of  Lpirus. 
.  Mount  Pindus  to  the  eaft  and  the  gulf  of  Ambracia  to  the 
fouth,  in  fome  meafure  feparate  Epirus  from  the  reft  of  Greece* 
Different  chains  of  the  mountains  cover  the  interior  part  of 
the  country ;  towards  the  fea  coafts  we  meet  with  pleafing 
profpe&s  and  rich  plains  d.  Among  the  rivers  by  which  it  is 
watered,  the  mod  remarkable  are,  the  Acheron,  which  falls 
into  a  morafs  of  the  fame  name,  and  the  Cocy  tus,  whofe  waters 
are  of  a  difagreeable  flavour*5.  Not  far  diUant  is  the  lake 
Aornus  or  Avernus,  from  which  exhale  pellilential  vapours 
that  infecl:  the  air  f.  By  thefe  marks  it  is  eafy  to  recognize 
the  country  where,  in  the  earlieft  ages,  men  had  placed  the 
infernal  manfions.  As  Epirus  was  at  that  time  the  laft  coun- 
try known  towards  the  weft,  it  was  confidered  as  the  region 
of  darknefs ;  but,  in  proportion  as  the  limits  of  the  known 
-world  extended  on  that  fide,  hell  changed  itspofition,  and  was 
fucceffively  placad  in  Italy  and  Iberia,  but  uniformly  in  thofe 
parts  whe»e  the  light  of  day  feemed  to  be  extinguished. 

Epirus  poffeffes  feveral  tolerable  harbours.  The  inhabit- 
ants export,  among  other  articles,  from  this  province,  fleet 
horfes  for  racing  *,  and  large  fhepherds'  dogs,  which  bear 
fome  refemblance  to  the  Epirots  their  matters,  the  flighted 
provocation  putting  them  into  a  rage  h.  Certain  quadrupeds 
here  attain  to  a  prodigious  fize  :  a  perfon  muft  (land  upright, 
or  ftoop  but  a  little,  to  milk  their  cows,  which  give  a  fur- 
prifing  quantity  of  milk  *. 

I  was  told  of  a  fountain  in  the  country  of  the  Chaonians# 
the  water  of  which  is  impregnated  with  fait,  to  extract  which 


b  Dicsearch  v.  28.  ap.  Gcogr.  Min. 
t.  it.  p   3. 

c  Polyb.  Excerpt.  Lega'  cap.  27.  p. 
8*7  ct  8a8.     Liv.lib.  38   cap.j. 

o  Strab.  <bid.  p.  324. 

*  Id.  lib.  1.  cap.  17.  p.  40. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  9.  can.  30.    p.   768. 

Voiii. 


Pliii.lib.  4.  cap.  1.  p.  188. 
S    *chiil/  !  at.  lib.  1.  v.  420^ 
h  /El:an   .Je  Animal,  lib.  3.  cap.   2. 

Suid   in  MpAtr 

»    Aiifh.r.  rii.l.  Animal,  lib.  3.  cap, 

21.  t.  i.  p.  8i^. 
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it  is  boiled  till  it  is  evaporated,  and  the  fediment  is  a  fait 
white  as  fnow  k. 

Befides  feveral  Greek  coloniea  fettled  in  different  diftrids 
of  Epirus  l,  there  are  in  this  country  fourteen  ancient  na- 
tions, mod  of  them  barbarous,  and  difper&d  in  rude  towns  m; 
fome  of  whom  at  different  periods  have  had  various  forms  of 
government  n ;  others,  as  the  MolofE,  who  for  the  laft  nine 
centuries  have  obeyed  a  fucceflion  of  princes  of  the  fame  fa- 
mily. This  is  one  of  the  moil  ancient  and  moil  illuftrioua 
houfes  of  Greece,  deriving  its  origin  from  Pyrrhus,  fon  of 
Achilles,  whofe  defcendants  from  father  to  fon  have  poflefled 
a  throne  which  has  never  experienced  the  flighted  concuffion. 
Philofophers  attribute  the  permanency  of  this  kingdom  to  the 
limited  dominion  of  the  prince,  alleging,  that  the  Iefs  the 
power  pofieffed  hy  fovereigns,  the  lefs  are  they  ambitious  and 
inclined  to  defpotifm  °.  The  liability  of  this  ffate  is  main- 
tained by  ancient  ufage.  When  a  prince  fucceeds  to  the 
throne,  the  nation  affembles  in  one  of  the  principal  cities. 
After  the  ceremonies  prefcribed  by  religion,  the  fovereign 
and  his  fubjc&s  mutually  engage  by  an  oath,  in  prefcnce  of 
the  altars,  the  former  to  reign  according  to  the  laws,  the  lat- 
ter to  defend  the  prince  fo  long  as  he  (ball  aft  conformably  to 
tbofe  laws  p* 

.  A  remarkable  revolution  took  place  in  the  laft  century,  in 
the  government  and  manners  of  the  Moloffi  q*  One  of  their 
kings  left  at  his  death  an  only  fon,  yet  in  the  tender  age  of 
childhood,  and  whofe  education  appeared  to  the  people  the 
moil  important  of  their  cares.  They  intruded!  it  to  men  of 
wifdom,  who  formed  the  projeft  of  bringing  up  their  pupil  far 
from  the  temptations  of  pleafure  and  of  flattery.  1* hey  took 
him  to  Athens,  and  in  that  republic  he  learned  the  reciprocal 


k  Id.  Meteor,  lib.  a.  cap.  3. 

I  Demofth.  de  Halon    p.  j}. 

m  Thcop.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  313. 
Sylar,  Peripl.  ap.  Geogr.  Min.  t.  i. 
p.  a. 

n  Hoir.<c  Odyff.  14.  v.  3IJ.    Thu- 


cyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  80. 

0  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  za  U 
ii.  p.  406. 

P  Plut.  in  Pyrrh.  t.  f.  p.  385. 

«  Id.  ibid,  p.  383.  Juftis.  lik  17. 
cap.  3. 
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duties  of  fovereigns  and  fubje&s.  On  his  return  to  his  domi* 
nions,  he  exhibited  a  true  greatnefs  of  mind,  by  prefcribing 
bounds  to  his  own  authority.  He  eftablifhed  a  fen  ate,  laws> 
and  magift rates.  Letters  foon  flourifhed  under  his  aufpices; 
and  by  his  example.  Tne  MolofB,  by  whom  he  was  adored, 
became  foon  more  civilized  in  their  manners,  and  affumedXhcJ 
fuperiority  infeparable  from  improvement  and  knowledge  over 
the  barbarous  nations  of  Epirus. 

In  one  of  the  northern  diftri&s  of  Epirus  ftands  the  town 
of  Dodona,  in  which  is  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  and  the  moil 
ancient  oracle  of  Greece  r.  It  fubfilted  in  remote  ages*  when 
the  inhabitants  had  but  a  co.ifufed  idea  of  the  divinity ;  yti 
were  they  already  anxious  to  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity  ;  fa 
true  is  it,  that  the  defire  of  knowing  is  one  of  "the  moil  an- 
cient, as  it  is  one  of  the  mod  fatal  maladies  of  the  human 
mind.  There  is  another  too  of  no  lefs  antiquity  among  the 
Greeks,  which  is  their  practice  of  referring  to  preternatural 
caufes,  not  only  the  phenomena  of  nature,  but  the  cuftoms 
and  inftitutions  with  the  origin  of  which  they  are  unacquaint- 
ed. When  we  purfue  the  chain  of  their  traditions,  we  find 
them  all  terminate  in  prodigies.  Nothing  lefs,  therefore,  was 
neceflary  to  inftitute  the  oracle  of  Dodona,  a:.d  the  following  9 
the  account  given  of  its  or  gin  by  the  prieftefles  of  the  temple  s. 

Once  on  a  time  two  black  pigeons  flew  from  the  city  of 
Thebes  in  Egypt,  and  alighted,  the  one  in  Libya,  and  the  o- 
ther  at  Dodona.  The  latter  fitting  on  an  oak  d  ftinftly  pro- 
nounced thefe  words  :  "  Inftitute  on  this  fpot  an  oracle  in 
honour  of  Jupiter.1'  The  other  pigeon  enjoined  the  fame 
thing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Libya,  and  both  were  con  fide  red 
as  the  interpreters  of  the  will  of  the  gods.  However  abfurd 
this  (lory  may  be,  it  appears  to  have  a  fort  of  foundation  in 
faft.  The  Egyptian  prietls  maintain,  that  two  prieftefles  car- 
ried their  f acred  rites  in  former  times  to  Libya  and  Dodona  5 
— — ___. -»— 

r  Hcrodot.  lib.  %.  faj>.  **•  s  Id.  ibid.  cap.  s$* 
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and  in  the  language  of  the  ancient  people  of  Epirus,  die  fame 
word  fignifies  both  a  pigeon  and  an  old  woman  '• 

Dodona  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Tomarus,  in  which 
rife  a  great  number  of  inexhauftihle  fpring?  u.  It  is  indebt- 
ed for  its  wealth  and  fame  to  the  ft  rangers  who  come  to  con- 
fait  the  oracle.  The  temple  of  Jupiter  and  the  porticos  a- 
round  it  are  decorated  with  innumerable  ftatues,  and  offerings 
from  almoft  every  nation  on  earth  x.  The  facred  foreft  is 
dofc  to  the  temple  y,  and  among  the  oaks  of  which  it  is  com* 
pofed  there  is  one  that  bears  the  name  of  the  divine  or  pro- 
phetic oak,,  which  for  a  long  feries  of  ages  z  has  been  confe- 
crated  by  the  piety  of  nations. 

Not  far  from  the  temple  is  a  fpring  which  is  every  day  dry 
at  noon,  and  at  its  greateft  height  at  midnight,  between  which 
times  it  continues  gradually  to  increafe  and  decreafe.  It  is 
fad  likewife  to  exhibit  a  ft  ill  more  extraordinary  phseno- 
menon.  Though  its  water  is  cold,  and  extinguiihes  1  ghted 
torches  plunged  into  it,  yet  it  lights  torches  which  are  extin- 
guiftied,  when  they  are  brought  within  a  certain  diftance  *  *. 
The  foreft  of  Dodona  is  furrounded  by  moraftes,  but  the  ter- 
ritory in  general  is  very  fertile,  and  numerous  flocks  cover 
its  rich  meadows  b. 

The  decifions  of  the  oracle  are  delivered  by  three  prieft- 
effes  c,  except  to  the  Boeotians,  who  muft  receive  them  from 
fome  of  the  minifters  appertaining  to  the  temple d.  This 
people  leaving  once  confuted  the  oracle  on  an  enterprise  they 
meditated,  the  prieftefs  anfwered,  "  Commit  an  aft  of  im- 


*  Strab.  In  Suppl.  lib.  7.  ap.  Geogr. 
Mln.  t.  ii.  p.  103.  Scrv.  in  Virgil.  E- 
clog.  9.V.  13.  Scho!.  Sophocl.  in  Tra- 
chin.  v.  175.  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  des  Bell. 
l,cttr   t.  v   Hift.  p.  35- 

u  Strab.  lib.  7  p.  318.  Theop.  ap. 
Plia.  lib.  4.  cap.  1.  t.i  p   188. 

x  Polyb.   lib.  4-  P  S31'*   iib-   5*  P- 

y  Scrv-  in  Virgil.  Georg.  lib.  1.  v. 
*4* 


x  Paufan.  lib.  8.  p.  643. 

k  PI  in  lib.  a.  cap.  183.  t.  i.  p.  lie. 
Mela,  lib.  cap.  3. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  vo- 
lume. 

b  4po11.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  7.  p..  328. 
Hcfiod.  ap.  Schol.  Sophod.  in  Trachin. 
v.  .183. 

*■  Herodot.  lib.  a.  cap.  35,  Strab. 
Ki\  7.  p  329. 

4  Strab,  lib.  9.  p.  40a. 
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-J>fctjr,  and  you  will  fucceed."  The  Boeotians,  who  fufpefted  her 
x>f  favouring  the  enemy,  threw  her  immediately  into  the  fire, 
faying,  "  If  the  prieftefs  deceives  us,  flie  merits  death ;  if  ihe 
fpeakfi  the  truth,  we  obey  the  oracle  by  committing  an  im- 
pious action."  The  two  other  prieftefies  attempted  to  juftify 
their  companion,  alleging  that  the  oracle  had  merely  command- 
wed  the  Boeotians  to  carry  away  the  facred  tripods  they  had  in 
their  own  temple,  and  convey  them  to  that  of  Jupiter  at  Do- 
•dona.  It  was,  however,  determined  -that  the  priefteffes  fliould 
never  more  anfwer  the  queftions  of  the  Boeotians* 

The  gods  reveal  their  fecrets  to  the  prieftefies  of  this  tem- 
ple in  various  modes.  Sometimes  »thefe  women  go  into  the 
.facred  foreft,  and  placing  themfelves  by  the  prophetic  tree  % 
attentively  obferve  the  murmur  of  its  leaves  agitated  by  the 
zephyrs,  or  the  groaning  ©f  its  branches  beaten  by  the  florm. 
.At  other  times,  Hopping  at  the  fide  of  a  fpring  which  gufhes 
from  the  foot  of  this  tree  f,  they  liften  .to  .the  noife  produced 
by  the  bubbling  of  its  fleeting  waters  :  they  carefully  remark 
.the  gradations  of  the  founds  that  ft r ike  their  ear,  and  con- 
sidering them  as  prefage?  of  future  events,  interpret  them  ac- 
cording to  eftablifhed  rules,  or,  more  frequently,  in  confor- 
mity to  *he  queftions  fubmitted  to  their  deciSon. 

They  obferve  the  fame  method  to  explain  the  noife  produced 
by  the  claihing  of  feveral  .copper  bafons  fafpended  round  the 
temple*,  and  which  .are  lb  placed. as  to  be  all  .put  in  motion 
if  one  is  ftruck.  The  prieftefs,  attentive  to  the  found  as  it 
is  communicated,  modified,  and  dies  away,  deduced  from  this 
confufed  din  a  variety  of  predictions. 

Nor  is  this  all :  near  the  temple  are  two  columns  h;  on  one 
of  which  is  a  brazen  veffel,  and  on  the  other  the  figure  of  a 


c  Homer.  Odyff.  lib.  14  v,  318. 
JETckyl.  in  Prom.  v.  831.  Sophocl.  in 
Trachin.  v.  1 74  Euftath.  in  Horn. 
Iliad.  %.  t.  i.  p  335.  Philoftr.  Icon, 
lib.  2.  cap.  34.  &c 

f  Scrv.  in  Virg.  ^Sncid.  lib.  3.  ▼. 
4*6. 


S  Mened.  ap.  Steph  Fragm.  in 
DoJod.  Euftath.  in  Odyff.  lib.  14.  t. 
iii.  p.  1760. 

h  Ariftot.  ap.  Suid  in  A»l*v  et  ap. 
Euftath.  ibid.  Polem.  ap.  Mcph.  ibid. 
Aw2«*9.  Strab,  Suppi.  lib.  7.  p.  3*9. 
ap.  Gtogr.  Min.  c.  ii.  p.  103. 
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child  holding  a  whip  with  three  little  brafi  thongs  or  flexible 
chains,  with  a  knob  at  the  end  of  each.  As  the  town  of  Do-  < 
dona  is  much  expofed  to  wind,  thefe  chains  are  almoft  con* 
tinually  ftriking  the  veffel,  and  produce  a  found  of  confiderable 
duration ',  the  continuance  of  which  the  prieftefs  is  accuf- 
tomed  to  calculate,  and  make  fubfervient  to  her  defigns. 
"  The  oracle  is  confulted  likewife  by  way  of  lot.  This  is 
done  by  putting  fcrolls  or  dice  into  an  urn,  whence  they  are 
fortuitoufly  drawn.  Once,  when  the  Lacedaemonians  had 
chofen  this  method  to  inquire  concerning  the  fuccefs  of  a  cer- 
tain expedition,  the  monkey  of  the  king  of  the  Moloffi  leaped 
upon  the  table,  overfet  the  urn,  and  fcattered  the  lots,  upon 
which  the  pr  eftefs  in  conlernation  exclaimed  :  **  That  the 
Lacedaemonians,  far  from  hoping  for  victory,  fhould  think 
only  of  their  fafety."  The  deputies  on  their  return  declared 
this  inpident  at  Sparta,  and  never  did  any  event  produoe 
fuch  general  terror  among  this  nation  of  warriors  k. 

The  Athenians  preferve  feveral  ahfwers  of  the  oracle  of 
Dodona.  I  fhall  tranfcribe  one,  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
fpirit  by  which  they  were  dictated. 

"  Thus  faith  the  prieft  of  Jupiter  to  the  Athenians  :  You 
havefuffered  the  time  of  the  facrifices  and  deputation  to  elapfe: 
fend  your  deputies  as  foon  as  poffible  j  and,  befides  the  prefcnts 
already  depreed  by  the  people,  let  them  offer  to  Jupiter  nine 
oxen  fit  for  the  plough,  and  let  each  ox  be  accompanied  by 
two  fheep ;  let  them  bring  for  Dione  a  table  pf  brafs,  an  ox^ 
and  other  victims  l.n 

This  Dione  was  the  daughter  of  Uranus,  and  participates 
with  Jupiter  the  incenfe  burnt  at  the  temple  of  Dodona  D  : 
an  aflociation  of  divinities  which  tends  to  multiply  facrifices 
and  oblations. 


i  Philoftr.  I  cod.  lib  %,  cap.*  34.  p. 
859      Strab.  Suppl.  ibid. 

»  Ciccr.  de  Ifivin.  t  iii.  lib  I.  cap. 
54.  p.  305  lib.  %.  cap.  jj*.  p.  7*. 


I  Dcmofth.  in  Mid.  p.  61 X. 
in  eamd.  Orat.  p.  179. 
m  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  tfg* 
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Such  were  the  accounts  given  us  at  Ambracia.  In  the  mean 
Time  the  winter  was  approaching,  and  we  began  to  think  of 
leaving  this  town.  We  found  a  trading  veflel  ready  to  fail 
for  Naupa&us,  fituated  in  the  gulf  of  Ciiffa.  We  were 
taken  en  board  as  paflengers,  and,  as  fooa  as  the  weather 
fettled,  failed  out  of  the  harbour  and  gulf  of  Ambracia.  We 
loon  fell  in  with  the  peninful*  of  Leucadia,  which  is  feparated 
from  the  continent  by  a  very  narrow  ifthmus.  Here  we  few 
Xbme  mariners,  who,  to  avoid  making  the  circuit  of  the  pel 
ninfula,  were  employed  in  carrying  a  veflel  over  this  neck  of 
land  n.  Ours  being  much  larger,  we  determined  to  coaft  a- 
long  the  weftern  fide  of  £.eucadia,  and  at  its  extremity  came 
to  a  promontory  formed  by  a  very  high  and  fteep  mountain, 
on  the  fummit  of  which  Hands  the  temple  of  Apollo,  which 
"the  failors  difcover  and  falute  at  a  great  diftance.  Here  wc 
were  witneffes  to  a  fcene  which  infgired  me  with  horror  °. 

Wbilft  a  great  number  of  boats  were  ranging  themfelves  in 
a  circular  form  at  the  foot  of  the  #oct^,  we  faw  a  multitude 
•of  people  thriving  to  reach  its'  furamit.  Some  flopped  when 
they  got  near  the  temple ;  others  were  clambering  up  the 
craggy  cliffs,  as  if  to  be  fpe&ators  of  fome  extraordinary 
fight.  Their  motions  however  indicated  no  mifchievous  dcfigns, 
and  we  were  perfectly  at  eafe,  when  on  a  fudden  we  faw  feveral 
of  thefe  men,  who  flood  on  a  detached  part  of  the  rock,  feize 
one  of  the  number,  and  precipitate  him  into  the  fea,  amid  the 
loud  fhouts  of  the  fpeftators,  as  well  thofe  on  the  mountain 
as  in  the  boats*  This  man  was  covered  with  feathers,  and 
had  birds  fattened  to  his  body,  which  by  fpreading  their  wings 
might  ferve  to  break  his  fail.-  No  fooner  did  he  touch  the  fea 
than  the  boatmen  flew  to  his  affiftance,  drew  him  out,  and 
bellowed  on  him  all  the  attention  to  be  expe&ed  from  the 
tendered  friend(hip  p.  I  was  fo  affeded  at  the  fir  ft  moment, 
that  I  could  not  help  exclaiming :  Ah,  barbarians  !  is  it  thus 

n  Thticyd.  lib.  3.  cap.  81.  |       P  Id.  ibid.  Axnpcl.  Memor.  cap.  8« 

g  5trab.lib,  10.  p.  454.  J 
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that  you  fport  with  the  lives  of  men  ?  But  the  perfons  on 
board  the  veflel  diverted  themfelves  with  my  furprife  and  in- 
dignation. A  citizen  of  Ambracia  at  length  faid  to  me,  This 
people,  who  annually  celebrate  on  this  day  the  feftival  of  A- 
pollo,  are  accu domed  to  offer  an  expiatory  Sacrifice  to  the  god, 
and  to  avert  on  the  head  of  the  victim  all  the  calamities  with 
which  they  may  be  threatened :  for  this  purpofe  they  make 
choice  of  a  criminal  condemned  to  die,  who  rarely  peri(hes  in 
the  waves,  and,  after  they  have  faved  him,  he  is  banifhed  for 
ever  from  the  territory  of  Leucadia  q. 

'  You  will  be  flill  more  aftoniflied,  added  the  Ambraciot, 
when  I  inform  you  of  a  ftrange  opinion  which  has  been  intro- 
duced among  the  Greeks.  They  imagine  that  the  leap  of 
Leucata  is  a  potent  remedy  againft  the  violence  pf  lover. 
Difappointed  lovers  have  frequently  been  known  to  come  to 
Leucadia,  afcend  this  promontory  called  Leucata,  offer  facri- 
fices  in  the  temple  of  Apollo,  engage  by  a  formal  vow  to  per* 
form  the  defperate  act,  and  voluntarily  precipitate  themfelves 
into  the  fea.  "* 

It  is  faid  that  fome  have  recovered  from  the  effects  of  this 
fall ;  and,  among  others,  we  are  told  of  a  citizen  of  Buthro- 
ton,  in  Epirus,  whofe  paflions  always  taking  fire  at  new  ob- 
jects, four  times  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  remedy,  and  always 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  $.  As  thofe  who  made  the  trial,  how- 
ever, feldom  took  any  precaution  to  render  their  fall  lefs  rapid, 
they  have  generally  been  deftroyed,  and  women  have  often  fal- 
len victims  to  this  act  of  .defperation. 

At  Leucata  travellers  arelhown  the  tomb  of  Artemifia,  that 
celebrated  queen  of  Caria  who  gave  fo  many  proofs  of  courage 
a!"  the  battle  of  Salamis  l.  Inflamed  with  a  violent  paffion 
for  a  young  man,  who  inflexibly  refufed  her  love,  fiie  furprifed 
him  in  his  (kep,  and  put  out  his  eyes.     Regret  and  defpair 


*  Strab.  lib.    o.  p.  4S2.  I       ■  Id.  ibid. 
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foon  brought  "her  to  Leucita,  where  flie  peri  (bed  in  the  waves, 
notwithflanding  every  effort  to  fave  her  tt. 

Such  like  wife  was  the  end  of  the  unhappy  Sappho.  For- 
faken  by  her  lover  Phaon,  (he  came  hither  to  feek  relief  from 

her  fufferings,  and  found  her  death  x.  1  hefe  examples  have 
brought  the  leap  of  Leucata  into  fuch  difcredit,  that  few  lovers 
of  the  prefent  day  attempt  to. obtain  a  cure  by  fo  dangerous 
an  experiment. 

Purfuing  our  courfe,  we  faw  to  the  right  the  ifles  of  Ithaca 
and  Cephallenia,  and  to  the  left  the  coafts  of  Acarnania.  In 
this  province  we  meet  with  fome  confiderable  towns  ^  many 
fmall  fortified  places  2,  and  feveral  nations  of  different  origins  *, 
but  affociated  In  one  general  confederacy,  and  almoft  always 
at  war  with  the  TEtolians  their  neighbours,  whofe  dates  are 
feparated  from  theirs  by  the  river  Achelous.  The  Acar- 
nanians  are  fa  thful  to  their  promife,  and  extremely  jealous 
of  their  liberty  b. 

After  paffing  the  mouth  of  the  Achelous,  we  coafted  during 
a  whole  day  along  the  mores  of  iEtolia  c.  This  country,  in 
which  there  are  fertile  plains,  is  inhabited  by  a  warlike  na- 
tion d,  divided  into  feveral  tribes,  in  general  of  Greek  origin, 
though  fome  of  them  ftill  retain  relics  of  their  ancient  barba- 
rifm,  by  fpeaking  a  language  very  difficult  to  underftand, 
living  on  raw  flefh,  and  inhabiting  defenceless  villages  c.  Thefe 
various  tribes,  uniting  together,  have  formed  a  powerful 
affociation,  fimilar  to  that  of  the  Boeotians,  Theffalians,  and 
Acarnanians.  They  affemble  yearly  by  deputies  in  the  city 
of  Thermus,  to  elect  their  chiefs  f.  The  pomp  difplayed  on 
the  occafion,  the  games,  feftivals,  and  concourfe  of  merchants 


u  Ptolera  Heph*ft.  ibid. 
x  Menand.   ap.   Strab.   lib. 
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y  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  io». 
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a  Strab.  lib.  7.  p.  321. 
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and  fpe&ators,  render  this  a  no  lefs  fplendid  than  auguft  af* 
fembly  *. 

The  JStolians  regard  neither  alliances  nor  treaties.  When 
war  breaks  out  between  their  neighbours,  they  fuffer  them 
mutually  to  enfeeble  each  other,  then  fall  upon  them,  and 
carry  off  the  fpoils  from  the  victors.  This  they  call  pillaging 
mmongjl  the  pillage  h. 

They  are  greatly  addicted  to  piracy,  as  are  alfo  the  Acar- 
nanians,  and  the  Locri  Ozolae.  None  of  tbe  inhabitants  of 
this  coaft  annex  any  idea  of  injuftice  or  infamy  to  this  prac- 
tice. -  It  is  the  remains  of  the  manners  of  ancient  Greece,  as 
is  the  cuftom  of  never  quittting  their  arms  even  in  time  of 
*  peace  *'.  Their^iorfemen  are  very  formidable  when  they  fight 
tnan  to  man,  but  much  lefs  fo  in  a  regular  battle.  The 
very  reverfe  of  this  is  to  be  remarked  of  the  Theffalians  k. 

To  the  eaft  of  the  Achelous,  lions  are  found,  as  they  are 
likewife  afcending  towards  the  north  as  far  as  the  river  Neftus 
in  Thrace. ,  It  fhould  feem  as  if  in  this  long  tract  of  country 
they  occupied  a  flip  of  land  bounded  by  thefe  two  rivers  ;  by 
the  former  to  the  weft,  and  by  the  latter  to  the  eaftward. 
Thefe  animals  are  faid  to  be  unknown  in  the  reft  of  Europe  !. 

After  four  days  failing  m  we  arrived  at  Naupaftus,  a  town 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  n,  in  the  country  of  the 
Locri  Ozolae.  On  the  fliore  we  faw  a  temple  of  Neptune, 
and  near  it  a  cave,  filled  with  offerings,  and  dedicated  to  Ve- 
nus. We  found  fome  widows  here,  who  came  to  requeft  new 
hufbands  of  the  goddefs  °. 

The  next  day  we  went  on  board  a  fmall  veffel,  which  con- 
veyed us  to  Pagae,  a  fca-port  town  of  Megaris,  from  whence 
we  returned  to  Athens. 


*  Polyb.  ibid.  lib.  5.  p.  357. 

h  Id.  ibid.  lib.  17.  p.  746. 

i  Thocyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  5. 
♦    k  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  178. 

I  Herodot.   lib  7.  cap.  1*6.     Arift. 
Hifl.  Aoim.  lib.  6.  c.  31.  t.  i.  p.  £84. 


01  Scylax.  Peripl.  ap.  Ocogr.  Mtn, 
t.  l.  p.  12,  &c.  Dicxarcb.  Sut.  Grcc 
t.  ii.  p.  4. 

a  v°ya?  d*  Spon.  t.  ii.  p.  18. 

0  Paufaa.  lib.  ic.  p.  898, 
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CHAP.    XXXVII. 
Megara. — Corinth. — Sicyon. — Achaia  *. 

Vy  £  fpent  the  winter  at  Athens,  impatiently  waiting  for  the 
feafon  when  we  might  recommence  our  travels.  We  had  feen 
the  northern  provinces  of  Greece.  It  flill  remained  for  us 
to  vifit  thofe  of  Peloponnefus,  the  road  to  which  we  took  at 
the  return  of  fpring  +• 

After  paffing  through  the  city  of  "Eleufis,  which  I  fhall 
hereafter  notice,  we  entered  Megaris,  which  feparates  the 
ilates  of  Athens  from  thofe  of  Corinth,  and  contains  a  fmall 
number  of  towns  and  villages.  Megara,  which  is  the  capi- 
tal, was  formerly  joined  to  the  harbour  of  Niisea  by  two  long 
walls,  which  the  inhabitants  thought  proper  to  demolish  about 
a  cefTltary  ago  p.  It  was  long  governed  by  kings  q.  "Demo- 
cracy iicceeded  and  fubfifted  till  the  public  orators,  to  pleafe 
the  mulhtude,  invited  them  to  (hare  amongft  them  the  fpoils 
of  the  n*8b  citizens.  An  oligarchical  form  was  then  eftab- 
lilhed r ;  buWn  our  time  the  people  have  refumed  their  au- 
thority •. 

The  Athenian*. have  not  forgotten  that  this  province  once 
formed  part  of  their  territories  c,  and  would  gladly  again  re- 
unite it  to  thetn  ;  for  it  might  on  Lme  occafions  ferve  them  as 
a  barrier  u  :  but  it  has  more  than  once  drawn  on  itfelf  their 
vengeance,  by  preferring  an  alliance  with  Lacedaemon.  Dur- 
ing the  Peloponriefian  war,  they  reduced  it  to  the  laft  extre- 
xnity,  by  ravaging  the  whole  country  *,  and  bj  prohibiting 


*  Sec  the  map  of  Achaia.  " 

f  About  the  month  of  March  of  the 
year  356  before  Chnft. 

*  Ihucyd.  lib  4.  cap.   109.     Strab. 
lib.  7.  p.  392. 

*  Paufaa.  lib.  f.  cap.  39.  p.  95i«p. 
41  p.  99- 

1  Tbucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  74*  Ariftot. 


de  Rep  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  388.  cap. 

J-  p.  39*- 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  357. 

c  Srrab.  lib.  7  p  392.  PauCui.  lib. 
I.  cap.  42.  p.  101. 

u  Demotth.  io  Philip.  3  p.  95. 

x  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  31.  Paufan. 
ibid.  tap.  40.  p.  97. 
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all  commerce  between  it  and  their  ftates  y.  In  time  of  peact 
the  Megareans  carry  their  commodities,  and  particularly  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  fait,  which  they  colled  on  the  rocks 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbour,  to  Athens  z.  Though  the 
little  territory  they  poffefs  be  as  fterile  as  that  of  Attica  a, 
many  individuals  have  become  rich  by  a  well  directed  eco- 
nomy b  j  and  others  by  a  fpirit  of  parfimony  %  which  has  pro- 
cured them  the  character  of  having  recourfe  in  their  treaties, 
as  well  as  in  their  trade,  to  the  artifices  of  perfidy  ana  mer- 
cantile meannefs  d. 

During  the  laA  century,  their  enterprifes  were  fometimes 
attended  with  brilliant  fuccefs :  at  prefent  their  power  is  at 
an  end  ;  but  their  vanity  has  increased  with   their  weaknefs, 
and  they  remember  more  what  they  have  been  than  what  they 
are.     On  the  very  evening  of  our  arrival,  fupping  with  fome 
of  the  principal  citizens,  we  quell ioned  them  concerning  the 
ilate  of  their  navy  j  they  anfwered  us,  In  the  time  of  the 
Perfian  war  we  had  twenty  galleys   at  the  battle  of  Sala- 
mis  c. — Could  you  bring  a  numerous  army  into  the  field  ? — 
We  had  three  thoufand   men  at   the  battle  of  Plataea  f.— TI& 
your  country  populous  ? — It  formerly  contained  fo  many  in- 
habitants, that  we  were  obliged  to  fend  colonies  into  Sicily  *, 
the  Propontis  b,  to  the  Thraoian  Bofphorus  \  and  the  Eux- 
ine  k.    They  then  attempted  to  juflify  themfelves  with  refpeil 
to  fome  a£b  of  perfidy  of  which  they  have  been  accufed  \ 
and  related  to  us  an  anecdote  that  deferves  to  be  preferved. 
The  inhabitants  of  Megaris  had  taken  up  arms  againft  each 
other,  but  it  was  agreed  that  the  war  fliould  not  interrupt 


*  Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  67.  Ariftoph. 
in  Acharn.  v.  520.  Id.  in  Pac.  v.  608. 
Schol.  ibid. 

*  Ariftoph.  in  Acharn.  t.  33©  & 
760.  Schol.  ibid. 

a  Strab.  lib.  7.  p  393. 
b  Ifocr.  in  Pac.  t.  i.  p.  480. 
c  Demofth.  in  Near.  p.  866. 
d  Ariftoph.  in  Acharn.  v.  738.  Schol. 
ibid.    Suid,  in  Mi?«g. 


c  Hcrodot.  lib  8.  cap.  45. 

f  Id.  lib.  9.  cap.  a8. 

8  Strab.  lib.  6.  p.  267. 

h  Scymn.  in  Defer.  Orb.  v.  715. 

1  Strab.  Kb.  7.  p.  3*0.  Scymn,  v. 
716  ct  740. 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  319. 

1  Ef  idol.  Philip,  ap.  DcmoHh.  p. 
114. 
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ruftic  labours.  The  foldicr  who  carried  off  a  peafatrt,  con- 
duced him  to  his  houfe,  admitted  him  to  his  table,  and  fent 
him  back  before  he  had  received  the  ft i putted  ranfom  ;  but 
the  prifoner  never  failed  to  carry  it,  as  foon  as  he  could  col- 
lect the  fum.  The  laws  were  not  enforced  againft  the  mam 
who  violated  his  word ;  but  he  was  unrverfally  detefted  for 
his  ingratitude  and  infamy  m.  This  fact,,  faid  I,  is  not,  I  be- 
lieve, of  the  prefent  times.  No  ;  anfwered  they,  it  happen- 
ed at  the  firft  foundation  of  this  date.  I  imagined,  replied  I, 
that  it  was  to  be  referred  to  the  ages  of  ignorance* 

On  the  following  days  we  were  ftiown  feveral  ftatues,  fome 
of  wood  n,  which  were  the  moil  ancient,  and  others  of  gold 
and  ivory  °,  which  were  not  the  moft  beautiful :  there  were 
alfo  fome  of  marble  and  brafs,  executed  by  Praxiteles  and 
Scopas  p.  We  likewife  faw  the  fenate-houfe  q  and  other  edi- 
fices, built  with  a  very  white  ftone,  eafy  to  cut,  and  full  of 
petrified  Ihells'. 

This  city  contains  a  celebrated  fchoql  of  philofophers 5. 
Euclid,  its  founder,  was  one  of  the  moft  zealous  difciples  of 
Socrates.  Notwithftanding.  the  diftance,  and  the  capital  pu- 
nifhment  decreed  by  the  Athenians  againft  every  Megarean 
who  ftiould  dare  to  enter  their  territory,  he  fometimes  fet  out 
at  night,  difguifed  in  the  drefs  of  a  woman,  to  pafs  a  few 
moments  with  his  matter,  and  returned  by  day-break  c.  They 
employed  themfelves  in  examining  together  in  what  confided 
the  real  good.  Socrates,  whofe  inquiries  were  folely  direct- 
ed to  one  point,  employed  only  the  fimpleft  methods  of  in- 
veftigation ;  but  Euclid,  too  much  familiarized  with  the  writ- 
ings of  Parmenides  and  the  Elean  fchool  u,  had  recourfe  to 
abftradions  ;  a  method  often  dangerous,  and  ft  ill  oftener  un- 
intelligible.    His  principles  confiderably  refembled  thofe  of 


m  Plat.  Quaeft.  Orsec.  t.  ii  p.  295. 

a  Paufan.  lib.  1.  cap.  42.  p.    02. 

0  Id.  ibid.  cap.  40.  p  97 ;  cap.  42. 
p.  101  ;  cap.  43.  p.  105. 

?  Id.  ibid.  cap.  43.  p.  105  ;  cap.  44. 
p.  106. < 


**  Id.  ibid.  cap.  42.  p.  ior. 

r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  44.  p.  107. 

8  Bruck.  Hift.  Phiiof.  t.  i  p.  6x0. 

*  Aul  Gcll.  hb.  6.  cap.  ic. 

u  Diogcn.  JLaert.  lib.  2.  §  !•&. 
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Plato  ;  he  maintained  that  the  real  goed  mud  be  one,  alwaytf 
the  fame,  and  always  fimilar  to  itfelf  x.  Thefe  different  pro- 
perties were  next  to  be  defined,  and  that  which  of  all  things 
is  the  mod  important  for  us  to  know,  proved  the  molt  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend. 

'The  queftion  was  ftill  farther  involved  in  obfcurity,  by  the 
received  method  of  fetting  up  one  propofition  again ll  it9  op- 
polite,"  and  continuing  to  difcufs  each  at  length.  A  logical 
weapon,  recently  difccvered,  frequently  contributed  to  in- 
creafe  the  confufion  ;  I  mean  the  fyllogifm,  which,  by  its  ter- 
rible and  unexpected  ftrokes,  brings  the  adverfary  to  the 
ground  who  has  not  Ikill  enough  to  parry  them.  The  fubtle- 
ties  of  metaphyfics  calling  to  their  aid  the  quirks  of  logic, 
words  prefently  took  place  of  things,  and  ft u dents  acquired 
nothing  in  the  lchools  but  a  fpirit  of  acrimony  and  contra- 
diction. 

Euclid,  perhaps  unintentionally,  introduced  this  fpirit  into 
his  ;  for  he  was  naturally  mild  and  patient :  his  brother,  who 
thought  he  had  reafon  to  be  offended  at  him,  faid  to  him  one 
day  in  his  paffion,  '*  I  will  lofe  my  life  rather  than  not  re- 
venge myfelf."  And  1,"  anfwered  Euclid,  "  will  lofe  mine 
but  I  will  oblige  you  Hill  to  love  me  *."  But  he  too  often 
gave  way  to  the  pleafure  of  multiplying  and  furmounting  dif- 
ficulties,* not  perceiving  that  principles  frequently  fhaken  ne- 
ceflarily  lofe  part  of  their  ftrength. 

His  fucceflbr,  Eubulides  of  Miletus,  led  his  difciples  through 
ftill  more  flippery  and  crooked  paths-  Euclid  exercifed  their 
minds,  Eubulides  gave  them  violent  fhocks.  Both  poffefled 
touch  knowledge  and  undemanding :  and  this  it  was  proper 
to  premife  before  I  fpeak  of  the  latter. 

We  found  him  furrounded  by  young  men,  attentive  to  all 
his  words,  and  even  his  very  figns.  He  told  us  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  trained  them  to  the  fight,  and  gave  us  to  un- 

x  Cicor.  Ac*d»  a.  cap.  4*.  t.  ii.  p.  y  Plut.  de  Fmcfn.  Amor.  t.  ii.  p. 
44-  I  489- 
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clerftand  that  he  preferred  offenfiVe  to  defenfive  war.  We 
defired  him  to  favour  us  with  the  exhibition  of  a  battle  j  and, 
whilft  the  preparations  were  making,  he  told  us  that  he  had 
difcovered  feveral  new  fpecies  of  fyllogifms,  all  wonderfully 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  mind.  One  was  called  the  veiled  ; 
another,  the  bald  ;  8  third,  the  liar,  and  fo  with  others  z. 

I  fhall  proceed  to  make  a  trial  of  fome  in  jour  prefence, 
added  he  ;  they  (hall  be  followed  by  the  combat  you  have  de- 
fired  :  do  not  judge  lightly  of  them ;  there  are  fome  which 
puzzle  the  wifeft  heads,  and  reduce  them  to  flraits  from  which 
they  cannot  very  eafily  extricate  themfelves  *. 

At  this  moment  a  perfon  veiled  from  head  to  foot  made  his 
appearance*  He  afked  me  if  I  knew  him.  I  anfwered,  No* 
Well  then,  faid  he,  thus  I  argue  :  you  do  not  know  this  man; 
now,  this  man  is  your  friend ;  therefore  you  do  not  know 
your  friend  b.  He  dropped  his  veil,  and  I  faw  a  young  Athe- 
nian with  whom  I  was  intimately  acquainted.  Eubulides,  im- 
mediately addreffing  hirafelf  to  Philotas,  faid  to  him,  Who 
is  a  bald  man  ?  The  man  who  has  no  hair.— And  if  he  had 

ftill  me  left,  would  he  be  ftill  bald  ?— Undoubtedly If  he 

had  two,  three,  four  ?  This  feries  of  numbers  he  continued, 
always  increafing  it  by  unity,  till  Philotas  at  length  admitted 
that  the  man  in  queftion  would  be  no  longer  bald— A  (ingle 
hair  then,  refumed  Eubulides,  fuffices  to  prevent  a  man  from 
being  bald,  yet  at  firft  you  aflerted  the  contrary  c.  You  fee, 
added  he,  that  on  the  fame  principle  we  can  prove  that  one 
(heep  fuffices  to  form  a  flock,  and  a  (ingle  grain  to  give  the 
exa£t  meafure  of  a  bufliel.  We  feemed  fo  aftonifhed  at  thefe 
wretched 'quibbles,  and  fo  embarrafled  in  our  manner,  that 
all  the  fcholars  burft  into  a  laugh.    • 


*  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  2.  §  108.  Me- 
Uag.  ibid. 

4  Ariftot.  de  Mor.  lib.  7.*  cap.  %. 
t.  ii.  p.  87.  Ciccr.  Acad,  *.  cap.  30. 
t.  ii.  p.  40. 


t>  Luciao  de  Vitar.  Au&.  t.  x.  p . 

c  Menag.  ad  Diogen.  Laert.  Kb.  *r 

§  108.- p.  iz%. 
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The  indefatigable  Eubulides,  however,  continued: — But 
here  is  the  mo  ft  difficult  knot  to  unravel.  Epimenides  has 
faid  that  all  the  Cretans  are  liars  ;  now  he  was  himfelf  a  Cre- 
tan :  therefore  he  has  lied ;  therefore  the  Cretans  are  not 
liars  ;  therefore  Epimenides  has  not  lied,  and  therefore  the 
Cretans  are  liars  d. 

At  thefe  words,  with  eye  inflamed,  and  menacing  geftures, 
the  two  parties  advance,  prefs,  and  repel  each  other,  pouring 
down  a  mower  of  fyllogifms,  fophifms,  and  paralogifms  on 
the  heads  of  their  refpe&ive  antagonifts.  Prefently  the  dark- 
nefs  thickens,  the  ranks  intermingle,  the  vi&ors  and  the  van- 
quimed  are  wounded  by  their  own  weapons,  or  fall  into  the 
fame  fnares.  Abufive  words  encouiiter  in  the  air,  and  are  at 
length  overpowered  by  the  loud  fhouts  that  re-echo  through 
the  hall. 

The  aclion  was  about  to  recommence,  when  Philotas  ob- 
served to  Eubulides,  that  on  both  fides  they  fcemed  more  at- 
tentive to  eftablilh  their  own  opinion  than  to  overturn  that 
of  their  antagonifts,  which,  faid  he,  is  certainly  a  bad  mode 
of  reafoning-  On  my  part  I  could  not  refrain  from  faying, 
that  his  pupils  feemed  more  eager  to  procure  the  triumph  of 
error  than  that  of  truth  ;  which  is  a  dangerous  method  of 
proceeding  c.  He  was  preparing  to  anfwer  us,  when  we  were 
informed  that  our  carriages  were  waiting.  We  therefore  took 
leave  of  him,  and,  as  .we  returned,  lamented  the  lhameful 
manner  in  which  the  fophifts  abufe  their  talents,  and  the  dif- 
politions  of  their  fcholars. 

To  bring  us  to  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth,  our  guide  conduct- 
ed us  over  heights,  on  a  fort  of  cornice  hewn  out  of»the  rock, 
very  narrow  and  fteep,  and  elevated  above  the  fea,  on  the 
brow  of  a  mountain,  the  fummit  of  which  reached  to  the 
clouds  f.     This  was  the  famous  pafs  where  Sciron   is  faid  to 


d  Gaflend.  de  Logic,  t.  i.-cap  3.  p.  \  c  Pint,  dc  Stoic.  Rcpug.  r.  ii.  p.  1036. 
40.  Bayl.  Di&.  Articl.  Euclid,  note  j  f  Span.  Voy.  r.  ii.  p.  171.  Chandl. 
I>.  I  Travels.,  chap.  44.  p.  198. 
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nave  taken  his  ftation,  and,  after  robbing  travellers,  preci- 
pitated them  into  the  fea,  till  he  was  himfelf  put  to  death  in 
the  fame  manner  by  Thefeus  *• 

Nothing  can  be  more  terrifying  at  firft  fight  than  this  paf- 
fage  :  we  dared  not  caft  our  eyes  on  the  abyfs  ;  the  roaring 
of  the  waves  feemed  every  moment  to  warn  us  that  we  were 
fufpended  between  life  and  death,  till  at  length  familiarifed 
with  the  danger,  we  viewed  the  interesting  fcene  with  an  aw- 
ful pleafure.  Impetuous  winds  rufliing  over  the  fumm;t  of 
the  rocks  on  our  right,  howled  above  our  heads,  ana4  dividing 
into  eddies,  fell  perpendicularly  on  different  points  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  harrowing  it  up,  and  whitening  certain  fpots 
of  it  with  foam,  whilft  in  the  intermediate  fpaces  it  was  en- 
tirely calm  and  fmooth  h. 

The' path  we  followed  is  about  forty-eight  ftadia*'in 
length,  alternately  riling  and  descending  almoft  to  Cromyon, 
a  port  and  caftle  of  the  Corinthians,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fladia  diftant  from  the  capital  k  f.  Purfuing  our  journey 
along  the  fliore  by  a  more  commodious  and  better  road,  we 
arrived  at  that  part  of  the  ifthmus  where  it  is  only  forty  fla- 
dia in  breadth  1 1. 

Here  the  different  dates  of  Peloponnefus  have  occafionally 
formed  entrenchments,  when  in  dread  of  an  invafion  m  ;  here 
too  are  celebrated  the  Ifthmian  games,  near  a  temple  of  Nep- 
tune, and  a  wood  of  pine-trees  confecrated  to  that  god  °. 

The  country  of  the  Corinthians  is  confined  within  very 
narrow  limits :  though  it  extends  more  in  length  along  the 
fea,  a  veffel  may  coaft  from  one  extremity  to  the  other  in  a 


*  Plut.  In  Thef.  t.  i.  p.  4- 

h  Wheeler  a  Jouro.  book.  6.  p.  436 
i  Plio.  lib.  4.  cap.  7.  p.  196.  Wheel 
ibid. 

*  About  one  league  and  three  quar- 
ters. 

m  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  4c. 
t  Four  leagues  and  a  half. 


i.  pK  15.  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  334  et  335. 
Died.  Sic.  lib.  XX.  p.  14. 

t  About  a  league  and  a  half. 

m  Hcrodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  40.  tfocr. 
in  Paneg.  t.  i.  p.  166.  Diod.  Sic.  lib. 
15.  p.  380. 

*  Pind.  Olymp.  od.  13.  t.  5  ;  Id. 
Itthm.  od.  1.     Strab.  lib.  3.  p.  334  ct 


1  Scylaz.  Peript.ap.  Geogr.  Min.  t.    33  j.    Panfan.  lib.  %.  cap.  I.  p.  ixa 
Vol  II.  U 
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day  ••  It  poffeffes  few  rich  plains,  but  is  in  general  unertea, 
and  of  indifferent  fertility  p.  The  wine  it  produces  is  bat  of 
a  bad  quality  *. 

The  city  is  feated  at  the  foot  of  a  high  hill,  on  which  ftands 
a  citadel r.  To  the  fouthward  it  i9  defended  by  the  hill  it- 
felf,  which  is  there  extremely  deep.  Very  ftrong  and  loftj 
ramparts  *  proted  it  on  the  three  other  (ides.  Its  circum- 
ference is  forty  ftadia  *  ;  but  as  the  walls  extend  along  the 
fides  of  the  hill,  and  furround  the  citadel,  it  may  on  the  whole 
be  reckoned  at  eighty-five  ftadia  *  f.  x 

The  fea  of  CriJTa  and  the  Sinus  Saronicus  come  to  expire 
at  the  feet  of  Corinth,  as  if  to  recognife  her  power.  On  the 
former  is  the  port  of  Lechaeum,  connected  with  the  city  by  a 
double  wall  of  about  twelve  ftadia  u  in  length  J.  On  the 
fecond  lies  the  port  of  Cenchra,  diftant  from  Corinth  feventy 
ftadia  '  §. 

This  city  is  embeUilhed  by  a  great  number  of  facred  and 
profane  edifices,  both  ancient  and  modern.  After  vifiting  the 
forum,  decorated  as  ufual  with  temples  and  ftatues  ?,  we  went 
to  fee  the  theatre,  where  the  afferably  of  the  people  deli- 
berate on  affairs  of  ftate,  and  where  the  mufical  contefts  and 
other  entertainments  are  exhibited  at  the  feftivals  z. 
*  We  were  fhown  the  tomb  of  the  two  fons  of  Medea.  The 
Corinthians  tore  them  from  the  altar  on  which  they  were  de- 
pofited  by  this  unhappy  mother,  and  ftoned  them  to  death. 
As  a  puniihment  for  their  crime,  an  epidemical  diforder  car- 
ried off  all  their  children  in  the  cradle,  until,  liftening  to  the 
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Voice  of  the  oracle,  they  engaged  to  pay  annual  honours  to 
the  memory  of  the  vi&ims  of  their  fury  a.  I  had  believed* 
faid  I,  on  the  authority  of  Euripides,  that  this  princefs  was 
herfelf  their  murderer  b.  I  have  heard  it  faid,  aniwered  one 
of  the  company,  that  the  poet  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  gained 
by  the  magifirates  for  a  fum  of  five  talents  c  :  but,  however 
this  may  be,  an  ancient  cuftom  clearly  proves,  and  why  fhould 
tve  diffemble  it  ?  that  our  anceftors  were  gjiilty  :  for,  to  re*. 
cord  the  memory  of  this  faS,  and  expiate  their  crime,  our 
children  go  with  their  heads  (haven*  and  wear  a  black  robe  to 
a  certain  age  d. 

•  The  road  to  the  citadel  has  to  many  windings,  that  th£  tra- 
veller journeys  thirty  ftadta  before  he  reaches  the  fummit  ei 
We  arrived  near  a  fpring  called  Pirene,  where  Bellerophon  is 
laid  to  have  found  the  hotfe  Pegafus.  Its  waters  are  remark* 
ably  cold  and  limpid  f :  as  they  have  no  vifible  iffue,  it  is 
imagined  that  they  defcend  by  natural  cavities  in  the  rock 
into  the  city,  where  they  fofm  a  fountain,  the  water  of  which 
is  remarkable  for  its  levity  ',  and  would  fupply  a  fufficient 
quantity  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  eVen  though  they  had 
not  that  great  number  of  wells  which  they  have  every  where* 
funk*. 

The  fituation  of  the  citadel  and  its  ramparts  render  it  fo 
ftrong,  that  it  can  only  be  taken  by  treachery  i  or  famine* 
At  the  entrance,  wefaw  the  temple  of  Venus,  with  the  ftatue 
of  that  goddefs  clad  in  brilliant  armour,  and  accompanied  t>y 
another  of  the  god  of  love,  and  a  third  of  the  fun,  who  was 
adored  here  before  the  worfliip  of  Venus  was"  introduced  k* 


a  Paufan.   lib*  a.  cap.   3.   p.    n3. 
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From  this  loftj  region  the  goddefs  feems  to  reign  brer  tin* 
earth  and  feas.  Such  at  lead  was  the  idea  fuggefted  by  thtf 
magnificent  fcene  that  opened  to  our  view.  Towards  the  north, 
the  profped  extends  as  far  as  Parnaflus  and  Helicon  ;  to  the 
eaftward,  to  the  ifle  of  TEgina,  the  citadel  of  Athens  and  the 
promontory  of  Sunium  ;  and  to  the  weft  the  eye  furveys  the 
rich  plains  of  Sicyon '.  We  viewed  with  pleafure  the  two 
gulfs,  the  waves  of  which  break  againft  this  ifthmns,  which 
Pindar  has  juftly  compared  to  a  bridge  conftrnded  by  Nature 
in  the  midft  of  the  fcas,  to  conned  together  the  two  principal 
ports  of  Greece  m. 

At  the  firft  view  of  this  fituation,  it  {honld  feem  that  no 
eommunidation  could  take  place  between  one  part  of  this  con- 
tinent and  the  other,  without  the  confent  of  Corinth  * ;  and 
this  city  is  juftly  confidered  as  the  the  bulwark  of  Peloponne- 
fus,  and  one  of  the  fliaokies  of  Greece  °  :  but  the  jealoufy  of 
the  other  ftates  not  having  permitted  the  Corinthians  to  inter- 
dift  to  them  the  paffkge  of  the  ifthtnus,  the  latter  are  content 
with  profiting  by  their  local  advantages  to  amafs  confiderablo 
riches- 
No  fooner  did  navigators  venture  on  the  ocean,  than  pirates 
made  their  appearance,  as  vultures  exifted  as  foon  as  pigeons. 
At  firft  the  commerce  of  the  Greeks  was  carrieckon  by  land, 
and  entered  or  left  the  Peloponnefiis  by  the  road  of  the  ifthmus; 
The  Corinthians  impofed  a  duty  on  the  tranfit  of  all  com* 
sodities,  and  derived  from  thence  a  certain  degree  of  opu- 
lence p*   When  the  pirates  were  deftroyed,  the  veffels  of  thofe 
days,  worked  by  unexperienced  mariners,  ventured  sot  to  brare 
the  ftormy  fea  between  the  ifle  of  Crete  and  CapeMalea  in 
Laconia  q.  It  was  then  a  kind  of  proverbial  expreffion/  Before 
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the  mariner  doubles  Cape  Malea,  he  fliould  forget  all  he  holds 
deareft  in  the  world  r.  Merchants  therefore  chofe  rather  to 
transport  their  goods  to  the  feas  terminating  at  the  ifthmus. 

The  merchandife  of  Italy,  Sicily,  and  the  weftern  nations, 
was  landed  at  the  harbour  of  Lechaeum ;  and  that  from  the 
iflands  of  the  j£gean  fea,  the  coafts  of  Afia  Minor,  and  of  the 
Phoenicians  ',  at  the  port  of  Cencbrete.  In  procefs  of  time, 
commodities  were  conveyed  by  land  from  one  harbour  to  the 
other,  and  means  contrived  for  tranfporting  even  the  veffels  '• 

Corinth,  become  the  mart  of  Afia  and  Europe  u,  conti- 
nued to  colled  duties  on  foreign  merchandife  *,  covered  the 
fea  with  (hips,  and  formed  a  navy  to  proteft  her  commerce. 
Her  induftry  was  excited  by  fuccefs ;  ike  built  fhips  of  a  new 
form,  and  firft  produced  galleys  with  three  benches  of  oars  y. 
Her  naval  force  procuring  her  refpefi,  all  nations  poured  their 
produ&ions  into  her  emporium.  We  faw  th£  fliore  covered 
with  z  reams  of  paper,  and  fail-cloth  brought  from  Egypt, 
ivory  from  Libya,  the  leather  of  Cyrene,  incenfe  from  Syria, 
Phoenician  dates,  Carthaginian  carpets,  corn  and  cheefe  from 
Syracufe  a,  pears  and  apples  from  Eubqea,  Phrygian  and  TheC- 
falian  {laves,  not  to  mention  a  multitude  of  other  articles  which 
daily  arrive  in  the  ports  of  Greece  b,  and  particularly  in  thofe 
of  Corinth.  Foreign  merchants  of  all  countries,  but  morp 
efpecially  from  Phoenicia  c,  are  attrafted  hither  by  the  hope 
of  gain  ;  and  the  games  of  the  ifthmus  draw  together  a  pro* 
digious  number  of  fpe&ators  d. 

Thefe  refounces  increafing  the  wealth  of  the  ftate,  workmen 
pf  every  kind  were  protefted  %  and  exerted  themfelves  with 
new  emulation  f .     Thefe  were  already  diftinguiflied,  at  leaft 
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fo  it  is  aflerted,  by  feveral  ufeful  inventions  *t  which  I  (hall 
ipecify,  as  I  am  unable  to  afcertain  their  preoife  objecl.  The 
arts  originate  in  obfcure  attempts,  and  are  afiayed  in  different 
places ;  when  brought  to  perft&ion,  the  title  of  inventor  is 
beftowed  on  him,  who,  by  fome  fuccefsful  procefs,  has  facilita* 
tecf  their  application.  I  fhall  give  an  inftance  of  this.  Epho- 
rus  the  hiftorian,  extremely  well  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of 
ancient  ufages,  told  me  one  day  that  the  wheel  with  which  a 
potter  turns  his  veffels,  was  introduced  among  the  Greeks  bj 
the  fage  Anacharfis  *•  During  my  ft  ay  at  Corinth,  I  ventur- 
ed to  boaft  of  that  <ircum dance,  but  was  anfwered  that  the 
glory  of  the  invention  was  due  to  one  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
named  Hyperbius  * :  a  commentator  on  Homer  proved  to  us 
by  a  paffage  from  that  poet,  that  this  machine  was  known 
before  the  time  of  Hyperbius  *  ;  and  Philotas  on  the  other  fide 
maintained,  thlt  the  honour  of  the  invention  belonged  to  Tha-, 
los,  who  was  prior  to  Homer,  and  nephew  to  Daedalus  of 
Athens  l.  The  fame  obfervation  may  be  made  with  refped 
to  mod  of  the  difcoveries  which  the  nations  of  Greece  vie 
with  each  other  in  claiming  as  their  own.  The  only  conclu- 
fion  we  are  authorifed  to  draw  from  their  prctenfioos,  feems 
to  be,  that  they  early  cultivated  thofe  arts  of  which  they  ima- 
gine themfelves  the  inventors. 

Corinth  abounds  in  warehoufes  and  manufactures  m  ;  among 
•other  articles,  the  inhabitants  make  coverlets  for  beds  which 
are  iiv  great  requeft  in  foreign  countries  n.  She  collects  at  a 
vail  ezpence  pi&ures  and  ftatues  of  the  beft  matters  °,  but  has 
hitherto  produced  none  of  thofe  artifts  who  do  fa,  much  honour 
to  Greece,  whether  it  be  that  her  tafte  for  the  mafterpiece; 
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of  art  is  bat  the  rcfult  of  luxury,  or  that  Nature,  referving  to 
herfelf  the  privilege  of  determining  what  places  (hall  produce 
mea  of  genius,  leaves  tofovereigns  only  the  care  of  <|ifcover<» 
ing  and  rendering  them  illuftrious.  Certain  manufa&ures  of 
brafs  and  earthen  ware,  fabricated  in  this  city,  are  held  never* 
thelefc  in  great  eftimation.  Corinih  pofleffes  no  copper»mines  p.j 
but  her  Workmen,  by  .mixing  what  they  procure  from  foreign 
countries  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  %  compolf 
a  metal  extremely  brilliant,  and  almoft  proof  againft  ruft r. 
Of  it  they  make  cuinuTes,  helmets,  little  figures,  cups*  and 
veflels,  dill  lefs  efteemed  for  the  material  than  the  workman- 
fliip,  moft  of  them  enriched  with  foliage  and  other  ornaments 
in  chafed  work  •.  The  ornaments  on  tljeir  pottery  ware  are 
executed  with  the  fame  Ikill,  atfd  are  equally  beautiful?. 
The  moft  ordinary  materials,  from  the  elegance  of  the  form 
they  give  them,  and  the  einbellifhments  by  which  they  are  a-, 
domed,  acquire  fo  great  a  value  a*  to  be  preferred  to  marble 
and  the  mott  precious  metals. 

The  women  of  Corinth  are  diftinguiihed  by  their  beanty  *, 
the  men  by  their  love  of  gain  and  pleafure.  They  ruin  their 
Jiealth  by  convivial  debauches  *,  and  love  with  them  is  only 
a  licentious  pafiion  '•  Far  from  blufhing  at  their  fenfuality, 
they  attempt  to  juftify  it  by  an  institution  which  feems  to 
prefcribeit  as  a  duty.  Venus  is  their  principal  deity  ;  to  her 
they  have  confecrated  a  number  of  courtefans,  for  the  purpofe 
of  interceding  in  their  behalf :  in  time  of  public  calamities  and 
imminent  danger,  thefe  women  attend  at  the  facrifices,  and  walk 
in  proceffion  with  the  other  citizens  finging.  facred  hymns. 
When  Xerxes  invaded  Greece,  recourfe  was  had  to  their,  in- 
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tcrceffion ;  and  I  have  feen  the  pifture  in  which  they  are  re* 
prefented  addreffing  their  prayers  to  the  goddefs,  and  fomo 
verfes  of  Simonides,  at  the  bottom  of  the  painting,  which  a~ 
fcribe  to  them  the  glory  of  having  preferred  the  Greeks  *. 

A  triumph  fo  illuftrious  multiplied  the  number  of  thefe 
prieftefies.  Even  at  prefent,  individuals,  to  enfure  the  fnc- 
cefs  of  their  undertakings,  vow  to  prefent  to  Venus  a  oertain 
pumber  of  courtefans,  whom  they  fend  for  to  different  coun- 
tries a.  Upwards  of  one  thoufand  are  reckoned  in  this  city. 
They  attraft  hither  the  foreign  merchants,  and  in  a  few  days 
will  ruin  them  and  their  whole  retinue ;  hence  the  proverb  : 
*•  It  is  not  for  every  one  to  go  to  Corinth  b." 

I  fcauft  here  obferve,  that  the  women  who  carry  on  this 
corrupt  commerce  throughout  Greece,  never  poffeffed  the 
leaft  title  to  public  efteem ;  that  even  at  Corinth,  where  the 
tomb  of  the  anoient  Lais  c  was  pointed  out  to  me  with  fo 
much  diftin&ion,  the  modeft  women  celebrate  a  .particular 
feftival  in  honour  of  Venus,  to  which  the  courtefans  are  re-. 
fufed  admittance  d  ;  and  that  the  Corinthians  who  performed 
fuch  illuftrious  ads  of  valour  in  the  Pcrfian  war%  becoming 
enervated  by  pleafure,  funl^  under  the  yoke  of  the  Argives, 
were  obliged  alternately  to  folicit  the  prote&ion  of  the  Lace- 
daemonians, the  Athenians,  and  Thebans  f,  and  are  at  length 
reduced  to  be  only  the  wealthieft,,  the  moil  effeminate,  and 
weakeft  ftatc  in  Greece.  t 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  give  a  flight  idea  of  the  changes 
this  city  has  experienced  in  its  government.  I  muft  recur  to 
diflant  ages,  but  on  thefe  I  fhall  not  dwell  long. 

About  one  hundred  and  ten  years  after  the  Trojan  war, 
and  thirty  years  fubfequent  to  the  return  of  the  Heraclidse, 


*  Chamel.  Theopomp.  Tim.  ap. 
A  then.  lib.  13.  cap.  4.  p.  573.  Pin. 
dar.  ap.  cumd.  p.  574. 

*  Ath.cn.  ibid. 

b  Srrab.  lib.  8.  p.  378. 

c  Paufan.  lib.  a.  cap.  11.  p.  1 15.   ' 

d  Alex.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  13.  p.  574, 


c  Berodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  1 04.  Phjp. 
d«  Malign.  Hcrodot.  t.  ii.  p.  870  ct 
87a. 

f  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  4.  p. 
521  et  523;  lib.  6.  p.  6i*  j  lib.  7.  P» 
634. 
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Alethes,  who  was  defcended  from  Hercules,  obtained  the 
kingdom  of  Corinth,  which  remained  in  his  family  for  the 
fpace  of  four  hundred  and  feventeen  years,  the  eldeft  child  al- 
ways fucceedmg  to  his  father  *.  Royalty  was  at  laft  abolifli-* 
cd,  and  the  fovereign  power  intruded  to  two  hundred  citi-t 
zens,  who  conftantly  intermarried  among  themfelves  b,  and 
muft  all  he  of  the  blood  of  the  Heraclidae1.  One  of  »thefo 
was  annually  chofen  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  governs 
ment,  under  the  name  of  Frytanis  k.  They  laid  a  duty  on  all 
merchandise  paffing  the  Ifthmus,  w)iich,  while  it  enriched  them, 
accelerated  their  do wnfal  by  exceffive  luxury '.  Ninety  years 
after  the  inftitution  of  this  form  of  government m,  Cypfelus 
having  gained  the  people,  transferred  the  fovereign  authority 
to  himfelf  *,  andreftpred  royalty,  which  fuhfiited  in  his  fa- 
mily for  feventy- three  years  and  fix  months  n. 

The  commencement  of  hisN  reign  was  marked  by  a&s  of 
cruelty  and  pnofcriptious.  He  perfecuted  the  citizens  whofe 
influence  he  feared,  banifliing  fome^  defpoiling  others  of  their 
poffeflkms,  and  putting  feveral  to  death  °.  To  weaken  dill 
more  the  party  of  the  rich,  he  extorted  for  ten  years  the 
tenth  part  of  all  their  property,  under  pretext  of  a  vow  he 
had  made  before  he  afcended  the  throne  *,  and  of  which  he 
acquitted  himfelf  .by  erefting  a  golden  (latue  of  enormous 
fize  near  the  temple  of  Olympiad  When  he  had  calmed  his 
apprehemlons,  he  wifhed  to  gain  the  affections  of  his  fubjeds, 
and  appeared  in  public  without  guards,  or  any  of  the  cuilom- 
ary  pomp  of  royalty  r.  The  people,  charmed  with  this  mark 
of  confidence,  readily  pardoned  him  ads  of  injuftice,  which 


T" 


f  Diod.  Sic.  ap.  Syncell.  p.  1 79. 

b  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  92. 

}  Diod.  Sic.  ibid. 

k  Id.  ibid.  Paufao.  lib.  3.  cap.  4. 
p.  i»o.     . 

1  Strafc.  lib.  8.  p.  378.  Lilian.  Var. 
Hift.  lib.  1.  cap.  19.  » 

m  Diod.  Sic.  jbid.  Ariftot.  de  Rep. 
lib.  5.  cap.  10.  t.  ii.  p.  403.  ' 

*  The  year  658  before  Chrift. 


n  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  la.  p. 
42  z. 

0  Herodot.  lib.  j.  cap.  9*.  Polyaen. 
Strat.  lib.  5.  cap.  31. 

P  Ariftot.  de  Cur.  Rei.  Famil.  lib. 
3.  t.  ii.  p.  501.  Suid.  in  KtnJnjL. 

1  Plat,  in   PhiBdr.  t.   xii.  p.  336. 
Strab.  lib.  5.  p.  378.     Suid.  ibid. 

r  Afiftct.  de  Hep.  lib.  5.  cap.  ii,. 
p.  4". 
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bad  not  fallen  on  them,  and  fuffered  him  to  die  in  peace,  after 
a  reign  of  thirty  years  •• 

His  fon  Periander  began  as  his  father  had  concluded,  and 
from  the  firft  moment  of  his  reign  promifed  happy  days  and 
lading  tranquillity.  His  fubjeds  admired  his  mildnefs  *, 
his  knowledge,  his  prudence,  and  the  ordinances  he  ifiued 
againft  thofe  who  poffefled  too  many  flaves,  or  whofe  expen- 
diture exceeded  their  revenue ;  and  againft  offenders  guilty 
of  atrocious  crimes,  or  remarkable  for  depravity  of  manners* 
He  inftituted  a  fenate,  levied  no  new  taxes,  was  fatisfied  with 
•the  duties  collected  on  merchandise u,  built  a  number  of 
(hips  *  -,  and,  to  give  more  activity  to  commerce,  determined 
to  cut  through  the  ifthmus,  and  open  a  communication  be- 
tween the  two  feas  y.  He  was  engaged  in  different  wars, 
and  his  victories  gave  the  world  a  high  opinion  of  his  valour  *. 
And  indeed  what  was  not  to  be  expected  from  a  prince  who 
feemed  to  be  the  oracle  of  wifdom  *  ;  who  would  fomedmes 
fay,  "  The  inordinate  love  of  riches  is  a  calumny  againft  na- 
ture.— Pleafu res  are  but  tranfitory,  virtues  eternal5.— True 
liberty  confifts  only  in  a  clear  confciencec  !** 

In  certain  critical  cfrcumftances,  he  fent  to  confult  Thxafy- 
bulus,  king  of  Miletus,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  inti- 
mate friendship  d.  Thrafybulus  led  the  meffenger  into  a  field, 
and  walking  with  him  amidft  the  corn,  interrogated  him  con- 
cerning the  fubject  of  his  minion,  and  by  way  of  anfwer  (truck 
off  the  blades  which  grew  higher  than  the  reft.  The  meffen- 
ger did  not  comprehend  that  Thrafybulus  by  this  action  only 
meant  to  inculcate  a  principle  adopted  in  many  governments, 
nay  even  in  republics,  where  individuals  are  not  allowed  to 


9  Herodot.  ibid.    Ariftot.  ibid. 

'  Id.  ibid-  cap.  92. 

»  Heraclid.  Pontic,  de  Polit.  in  Ao- 
tiq.  Grace,  t.  vi.  p.  18*5. 

x  Nicol.  Damafc.  in  Excerpt.  Valef. 
p.  4JO. 

>'  Diogcn.  Lacrt.  lib.  X.  §■  99. 


»  Ariftot.  lib.  5.  cap.  22.  p.  41 !. 
>Ticol.  Damafc  ibid. 

a  Diog.  Laert.  ibid.  {  91. 

*»  8tob.  Scrm.  3.  p.  46. 

c  Id.  Serm.  25.  p.  192. 

d  Herodot.  lib.  I.  op.  20.  et  fib. ;. 
cap.  92. 
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poffefs  too  much  merit  or  influence  *•    Periander  underflood 
this  language,  yet  continued  to  ufe  moderation  f. 

Xhe  fplendid  CueceJTes  he  had  obtained,  and  the  commenda- 
tions of  his  flatterers,  difplayed  at  length  his  real  charafter, 
the  violence  of  Vhich  he  had  hitherto  reprefTed.     In  a  fit  of 
pai&on,  excited  perhaps  by  jealoufy,  he  flew  his  wife  Melifia, 
of  whom  he  was  paflionately  fond  *.     This  was  the  end  of 
his  happinefs  and  virtues.     Soured  by  long  affli&ion,  this  dif- 
pofition  was  not  mitigated  on  hearing  that,  far  from  fympa- 
thiiing  with  his  forrows,  the  public  voice  accufed  him  of 
having  formerly  fullied  the  paternal  bed  h.     Conceiving  that 
the  efteem  of  his  people  was  cooled  towards  him,  he  dared 
openly  to  brave  it,  and  without  reflecting  that  there  are  in- 
juries which  a  fovereign  fiiould  avenge  only  by  clemency,  he 
governed  his  fubjeds  with  a  rod  of  iron,  furrounded  his  per- 
son with  guards  \   prpfecuted  with  rigour  all  thofe  whom  his 
father  had  fpared,  ftripped,  under  a  frivolous  pretext,  the 
Corinthian  women  of  their  jewels  and  moft  valuable  efFe&s  \ 
and  opprefled  the  people  with  labour,  that  he  might  hold  them 
the  more  eafily  in  bondage.     Perpetually  a  prey  to  terror 
and  fufpicion,  he  punifhed  the,  citizen  who  was  feated  peace- 
ably in  the  forum  l,  and  condemned  every  man  as  criminal 
who  might  chance  eventually  to  be  culpable. 

Domeftic  griefs  increafed  the  horror  of  his  fituation.  The 
youngeft  of  his,  fons,  named  Lycophron,  informed  by  his  ma- 
ternal  grandfather  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  his  mother;  con- 
ceived fo  violent  a  hatred  againft  the  murderer,  that  he  could 
no  longer  bear  to  fee  him,  nor  would  even  deign  to  anfwer 
his  queftions.  Careffes  and  entreaties  were  lavished  in  vain. 
Periander  was  obliged  to  drive  him  from  his  houfe,  and  for- 


e  Ariflot.  de  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  13. 
P-  355;  I«b.  5-  «p.  1*.  p.  403. 

f  Phit.  in  Conviv.  t.  ii.  p.  147. 

8  Herodoc.  lib.  3.  tap.  30.  Diogen. 
Laert.  lib.  £.  §  94. 

h  Diogen.  Lacrt.  lib.  I.  §  96.  Par- 
fhen.  Croc  cap.  17. 


i  Heracl.  de  Polit.  in  Aatiq.  Grace, 
t  vi.  p.  2835.  Diogen.  Lacrt.  in  Per. 
lib.  1.  §  98. 

k  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  93.  Diogen. 
Laert.  lib.  I.  §  97.  Pint.  t.  ii.  p.  1 104. 

1  Nicol.  Damaf.  in  Excerpt.  Valtf 
P-  4^o. 
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bid  the  citizens  to  receive  or  fpeak  to  him,  under  penalty  of 
ft  fine,  to  be  applied  to  the  temple  of  Apollo.  The  young 
man  took  refuge  under  one  of  the  public  porticos,  at  once 
without  refource  and  without  a  murmur,  and  refolded  to  fuf- 
fer  every  thing,  rather  than  expofe  his  friends  to  the  fury  of 
the  tyrant.  Some  days  after,  his  father,  accidentally  per- 
ceiving him,  felt  all  his  tendernefs  awakened ;  he  ran  to  him, 
and  omitted  nothing  that  might  excite  in  him  filial  affedion, 
but  obtained  only  thefe  words :  You  have  tranfgrefled  your 
own  law,  and  incurred  the  penalty.  He  determined  there- 
fore to  banifh  him  to  the  ifland  of  Corcyra,  which  be  had 
added  to  his  dominions  m. 

The  offended  gods  granted  a  long  life  to  this  monarch, 
which  was  (lowly  wafted  in  forrow  and  remorfe.  •  He  could 
no  longer  fay,  as  formerly,  that  it  is  better  to  be  envied  than 
pitied  A.  The  experience  of  his  fufferings  extorted  from  him 
*  confeffion  that  democracy  is  preferable  to  tyranny  °.  Some 
one  venturing  to  reprefent  to  him,  that  he  might  quit  the 
throne  :  Alas  !  anfwered  he,  it  is  as  dangerous  for  a  tyrant 
to  leave,  as  to  afcend  the  throne  *\ 

,  The  weight  of  public  affairs  growing  more  and  more  in- 
fupportable  to  him,  as  he  was  unable  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
cldeft  of  his  fons,  who  was  an  idiot «,  he  refolved  to  recal  Ly- 
cophron,  and  made  various  offers  to  induce  him  to  return, 
which  were  all  received  with  indignation.  He  finally  pro- 
posed to  abdicate  the  crown,  and  confine  himfelf  to  Corcyra, 
whilft  his  fon,  quitting  that  ifland,  fliould  take  the  reins  of 
government  at  Corinth.  This  project  was  on  the  point  of 
being  carried  into  execution,  when  the  Corcyreans,  dreading 
the  arrival  of  Periander,  put  Lycophron  to  death  r.  Nor  had 
his  father  even  the  confolation  to  complete  the  vengeance 
merited  by  fo  bafe  an  a&  of  cruelty.     He  had  put  on  board 


m,  Htradot.  lib.  3.  cap.  j 2.  I      P  Id.  Serm.  41.  p.  347. 

n  Id.  ibid.  I      Q  Hcrcdot.  ibid.  cap.  j£. 

0  Stob.  Scrm.  3.  p.  46.  |     r  Id.  ibid. 
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«nc  of  his  fhips  three  hundred  children,  i  which  he  had  caufcd 
to  be  fcized  and  carried  off  from  the  firft  families  of  Corcyra^ 
to  convey  them  as  a  prefent  to  the  king  of  Lydia ;  but  tin? 
veffel  touching  at  Samos,  the  inhabitants  commiferating  thefc 
unfortunate  riftims,  found  means  to  fave  and  reftore  them  t« 
their  parents  s.  Tormented  by  impotent  rage,  Periander  died 
at  eighty  years  of  age  *,  after  a  reign  of  forty-four  *  *• 

Mo  fooner  had  he  clofed  his  eyes,  than  the  Corinthians  de- 
ftroyed  every  monument,  and  even  the  flighted  traces  of  ty-  , 
ranny  *.     His  fucceflbr  was  a  prince  little  known,  who  reign* 
ed  only  three  years  *.     After  this  fliort  interval,  the  Corin- 
thians joining  their  troops  to  thofe  of  Sparta  z,  eftabli&ed  * 
government  which  has  ever  fince  fubfifted,  beca'ufe  it  ap- 
proaches nearer  to  an  oligarchy  than  a  democracy,  and  af- 
fairs of  importance  are  not  fubmitted  to  the  arbitrary  deci- 
fion  of  die  multitude  *.     Corinth  has  produced  more  citizens 
ftilled  in  the  arts,  of  government  than  any  other  Grecian  city5: 
their  wifdom  and  real  knowledge  have  fo  happily  maintained 
the  conftitution,  that  the  jealoufy  which  the  poor  conftantly 
entertain  of  the  rich  has  never  been  able  to  endanger  it c. 

Lycurgus  deftrojed  the  diflin&ion  between  thefe  two  claf* 
fes  of  citizens  at  Lacedsemon  :  Phidon,  who  appears  to  have 
been  his  contemporary,  thought  proper  to  preferve  it  at  Co*. 
rinth,  where  he  was  one  of  the  legiflators.  A  town  fituated 
on  the  high  road  of  commerce,  and  neceffitated  continually  to 
Admit  ftrangers  within  its  walls,  could  not  be  fubje&ed  to  the 
fame  regulations  as  a  city  in  a  corner  of  Peloponnefus  ;  but 
Phidon,  whilft  he  fuffered  the  inequality  of  pofleffions  to  re* 
main,  was  not  therefore  the  lets  attentive  to  limit  the  num- 


1  Id.  ibid.  cap.  48. 

*  Diogen.  Laert.  lib.  I.  §  95. 

u  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  1.  5.  c.  12.  p.  4IX. 

*  The  year  J85  before  Chrift. 

x  Plttt.  de  Malign.  Hcrodot.  t.  ii.  p. 
86o. 
>  Ariftot.  ibid. 


2  Plue.  de  Malign.  Herodot.  t,  ii.  p. 
859. 

*  Id-  in  Dion.  t.  i.  p.  981. 

b  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  382.  Plot.  2a 
Dion.  ibid,  et  in  Tmiol.  1. 1.  p.  248. 

c  PolyscD.  Straug.  lib.  r.  cap.  41. 
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fcer  of  families  and  citiaens  d.  This  law  wsto  conformable  to 
the  fpirit  of  thofe  remote  ages,  when  men,  difperfed  in  iocoa- 
fiderable  tribes,  knew  no  other  want  than  that  of  fubfiftence, 
and  no  ambition  but  that  of  felf-defence :  each  nation  was 
contented  with  poffefling  inhabitants  enough  to  cultivate  the 
farth,  and  fufficient  ftrength  to  refill  a  fudden  iovafion.  Thefe 
ideas  have  never  varied  among  the  Greeks*  Their  philofo- 
phers  and  legiflators,  perfuaded  that  great  population  is  only 
a  means  of  increasing  riches,  and  perpetuating  wars,  far  from 
favouring  it,  have  bellowed  their  whole  attention  on  prevent, 
ing  itsexcefs  c:  the  former  annex  too  little  value  to  life  to 
be  anxious  to  multiply  the  human  fpecies  ;  the  latter,  fixing 
their  attention  only  on  a  fmall  ftate,  have  perpetually  been  in 
fear  of  overburdening  it  with  inhabitants* 

Such  was  the  principal  caufe  which  formerly  fent  out  from 
tie  ports  of  Greece  thofe  numerous  fwarms  of  colonifts,  who 
went  in  fearch  of  fettlements  to  diftant  and  defert  coafts  '. 
Syracufe,  the  ornament  of  Sicily,  and  Gorcyra,  fome  time  fo- 
vereign  of  the  feas  *,  both  owe  their  origin  to  Corinth. 

Sicyon  is  but  a  fmall  diftance  from  Corinth*  To  arrive  at 
it  we  croffed  feveral  rivers.  The  diftrid  appertaining  to  it 
produces  corn,  wine,  and  oil  in  abundance  h,  and  is  one  of  the 
uaoft  beautiful  and  richeft  countries  iu  Greece  K 

The  laws  of  bicyon  rigoroufly  prohibit  the  interment  of 
perfons  of  any  rank  whatever  within  the  city  k.  We  faw, 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  tombs,  the  form  of  which 
by  no  means  detra&s  from  the  beauty  of  the  country.  A  lit- 
tle wall,  on  which  are  columns  that  fuftain  a  roof,  enclofes 
the  ground  containing  the  grave.  In  this  the  body  is  depo- 
fited,  and  covered  with  earth  j  and,  after  the  cuftomary  cere- 


4  Ariftot.  4c  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  6.  p. 
J2I. 

c  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  74©. 

f  Id  ibid. 

?  Thucyd.  lib.  1.  cap.  25;  lib.  6. 

op.  a- 


h  Wheel,  a  Journey,  book  6.  p.  443. 

i  Atheo.  lib.  5.  cap.  10.  p.  219* 
Liv.  lib.  27  cap.  31.  Schol.  AriAoph. 
in  Av.  v.  909. 

*  Flat,  in  Ant.  u  i.  p.  IOJ  z» 
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monies,  the  perfoas  who  attend  at  the  funeral  call  on  the  de- 
ceased by  name,  and  take  their  laft  farewel  \ 

We  found  the  inhabtthnts  bufied  in  preparing  for  an  annual 
feftival,  which  they  celebrated  the  enfning  night.  They 
brought  oat  of  a  kind  of  cell  appropriated  to  the  purpofe, 
feveral  ancient  ftatues,  which  they  carried  about  the  ftreets, 
and  placed  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus;  The  proceffion  opened 
-With  the  ftatue  of  that  god,  which  waa  clofely  followed  bjj  the 
others  ;  a  great  number  of  torches  were  carried  to  give  light, 
and  hymns  were  fung  to  airs  unknown  in  other  countries  m. 

The  Sicyonians  place  the  foundations  of  their  city  at  a  pe- 
riod fcarcely  reconcikable  with  the  traditions  of  other  nations* 
Ariftratus,  at  whofe  houfe  we  refided,  fhowed  us  a  long  lift 
of  princes  who  had  potTefled  the  throne  duriog  a  thoufand 
years,  and  the  Ifcft  of  whom  lived  about  the  time  of  the  Tro- 
jan war  *•  We  begged  him  not  to  carry  us  back  to  fuch  re- 
mote ages,  but  to  keep  within  the  distance  of  three-  or  four 
eenturies.  About  that  time,  then,  faid  he,  began  a  fucceffion 
of  fovercigns,  known  by  the  name  of  tyrants,  from  their  pof- 
feiEng  abfolute.  power ;  but  the  only  fecret  by  which  they 
retained  this  power  for  a  whole  century,  was  to  reftntin  it 
within  juft  bounds  by  refpefting  the  laws  °.  Orthagoras  was 
the  firft,  and  Clifthenes  the  laft,  of  thefe  princes.  The 
gods,  who  fometimes  apply  violent  remedies  to  inveterate 
«vils,  fent  them  into  the  world  to  deprive  us  of  a  liberty  more" 
fatal  than  flavery  itfelf.  Orthagoras,  by  his  prudence  and 
moderation,  reprefled  the  fury  of  contending  fa&ions  p;  and 
Clifthenes  rendered  himfelf  adored  for  his  virtues,  and  for- 
midable by  his  courage  q. 


I  Parian,  lib.  a.  cap.  7.  p.  ia6. 

m  W.  ibid.  p.  X17. 

n  Caftor,  ap.  Eufeb.  Chronic,  lib.  I. 

I).  XI ;  ap.  Syncell.  p.  97.  Paufan. 
ib.  %.  cap.  5.  p.  123.  Petav.  de  DoAr. 
Tccjp.  lib.  9.  cap.  16.    Marfh.  Chron. 


Can.  p.  16  et  336. 

0  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  IU 
p.  41  f. 

P  Pht.  de  Sera  Num.  t.  ii.  p.  5JJ, 

q  AriHot.  ibid. 
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When  the  council  of  the  Amphi&yons  had  refolded  to  arm 
the  nations  of  Greece  againfl  the  inhabitants  of  Cirrha*,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  impiety  againft  the  temple  of  Delphi,  they 
chofe  for  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  army  Clifthenes,  who  pof- 
fcfled  fufficient  greatnefs  of  mind  frequently  to  fubmit  to  the 
advice  of  Solon,  who  alfo  was  in  that  expedition  r«  The  war 
Was  fpeedily  terminated,  and  Clifthenes  fct  apart  his  (hare  of 
the  plunder  to  build  a  magnificent  portico  in  the  capital  of 
bis  ftates  •. 

A  particular  circumilance  greatly  increafed  his  reputation 
for  wifdom*  He  had  juft  obtained  the  prize  of  the  chariots 
with  four  horfes  at  Olympia.  No  fooner  was  he  declared 
vi£tor,  than  a  herald  advancing  towards  the  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  fpe&ators,  proclaimed,  that  all  thofe  who  afpired  to 
fhe  hand  of  Agarifta,  daughter  of  Clifthenes,  might  repair, 
within  the  fpace  of  fixty  days,  to  Sicyon,  and  that,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  a  year  from  that  time,  the  hufband  of  the  princefs 
ihould  be  declared c. 

Numerous  fuitors  foon  haftened  from  different  parts  of 
Greece  and  Italy,  who  all  thought  themfelves  poflefled  of 
amples  titles  to  be  admitted  to  this  illuftrious  alliance.  A- 
mong  the  number  was  Smindyrides,  the  richeft  and  moft  vo- 
luptuous of  the  Sybarites.  He  arrived  in  a  galley  of  his  own, 
having  a  thoufand  (laves,  fifhermen,  fowlers,  and  cooks,  in  his 
retinue  u.  He  it  was  who,  at  the  fight  of  a  peafant  lifting 
his  fpade  with  difficulty,  felt  his  entrails  rent  within  him ; 
and  who  could  not  fleep,  if,  among  the  rofe- leaves  with  which 
his  bed  was  ftrewed,  a  (ingle  one  was  accidentally  folded  *• 
His  effeminacy  could  be  equalled  only  by  his  oftentation,  and 
his  oftentation  by  his  iofolence.  When  he  took  his  feat  at 
table,  on  the  evening  of  his  arrival,  he  pretended  that  no 


*  Towards  the  year   596  before 
Chrift. 

r  Pan  fan.  lib.  10.  cap.  37.   p.  894. 
Polyacn.  Stratag.  lib.  3.  cap.  5. 

•  Id.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.  p.  133. 

t  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  Il6  p.  496. 


u  Diod.  Sic.  in  Excerpt.  Valef.  p. 
230.  Atbcn.  lib.  6.  cap.  II.  p.  a  7 3'. 
lib.  i»  cap.  11.  p.  541. 

x  Senec.  dc  Ira.  lib.  a.  cap.  aj,  & 
Had.  Var.  Hill.  lib.  9.  cap.  24. 
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perfon  had  a  right  to  fit  near  him,  except  the  princefs,  when 

he  fhould  have  made  her  his  bride  *.  I 

Among  his  rivals  were  Leocides,  of  the  ancient  houfe  of 
Argos  5  Laphanes  of  Arcadia,  a  defcendant  of  Euphorion,  who  ! 

is  faid  to  have  (hown  hofpitality  to  the  twin  deities  Caftor 
and  Pollux  ;  Megacles,  of  the  houfe  of  the  Alcmaeonidae,  the 
molt  powerful  family  of  Athens ;  und  Hippoclides,  a  native 
of  the  fame  city,  diftinguithed  for  his  wit,  wealth  and  beauty  *• 
The  other  eight  merited,  by  various  illuftrious  qualities,  the 
honour  of  contending  with  fuch  rivals. 

The  court  of  Sicyon  was  wholly  taken  up  with  feftivals 
and  entertainments ;  the  lifts  were  open  to  competitors  for 
the  prize  of  fpeed  and  other  exercifes.  Clifthenes,  who  had 
already  informed  himfelf  refpe&ing  their  families,  was  prefent 
at  thefe  contefts,  and  attentively  ftudied  their  refpeftive  cha- 
racters, fometimes  in  general  converfations,  and  fometimes 
in  private  interviews.  A  fecret  predilection  had  from  the 
firft  inclined  him  to  favour  one  or  other  of  the  two  Athenians, 
but  the  accomplithments  of  Hippoclides  at  length  turned  the 
balance  in  his  favour  a. 

The  day  on  which  he  was  to  make  known  his  choice,  open- 
ed by  a  facrifice  of  an  hundred  oxen,  followed  by  a  banquet, 
to  which  all  the  Sicyonians,  as  well  as  the  competitors,  were 
invited.  The  company  quitted  the  table,  and  continued  to 
drink,  converfing  on  mufic  and  other  topics :  Hippoclides, 
who  difplayed  his  fuperiority  on  every  fubjeft,  lenthened  out 
the  converfation  ;  on  a  fudden  he  ordered  a  flute-player  to 
play  a  certain  air,  and  began  dancing  a  lafcivious  dance  in  a 
manner  that  offended  Clifthenes  ;  a  moment  after  he  jent  for 
a  table,  leaped  upon  it,  and  firft  executed  the  dances  of  La- 
cedaemon,  then  thofe  of  Athens.  Clifthenes,  (hocked  at  fuch 
indecent  and  frivolous  behaviour,  endeavoured  to  difguife  his 

y  Diod.  ibid.  I      a  I&  ibid.  cap.  ia8. 

Herodot.  Lb.  6.  cap  X  2  7.  | 
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feelings  ;  but  when  he  faw  him  ftatid  on  his  hands,  and  makfc 
various  geftures  in  the  air  with  Itis  feet :  "  Son  of  Tifander," 
cried  he,  "  you  have  danced  the  rupture  of  your  marriage.* 
"  In  good  truth,  my  lord,"  replied  the  Athenian,  •'  Hippo- 
elides  cares  very  little  about  it."  At  thefe  words,  which  have 
fince  become  proverbial5,  Clifthenes,  commanding  fiien«> 
thanked  all  the  competitors,  begged  each  of  them  to  accent  a 
talent  of  filver,  and  declared  that  he  bellowed  his  daughter  on 
Megacles,  fon  of  Alcmaeon.  From  this  marriage  the  celebra- 
ted Pericles  was  defcended,  by  the.  fide  of  his  mother  c. 

Ariftratus  added,  that  fince  the  time  of  Clifthenes,  recip- 
rocal hatred  of  the  rich  and  poor,  that  rooted  malady  of  the 
Grecian  republics,  had  never  ceafed  to  diflraft  their  country, 
and  that,  but  .recently,  a  citizen,  named  Euphron,  having 
had  the  addrefs  to  unite  the  whole  authority  in  his  hands4, 
retained  it  for  fome  time,  but  was  afterwards  deprived  of  it, 
and  afikffinated  in  prefence  of  the  magiftrate*  of  Thebes,  to 
which  city  he  had  gone  to  folicit  their  protc&ion.  The  The- 
bans  did  not  venture  to  punifh  the  murderers  of  a  man  accufed 
of  tyranny  ;  but  the  people  of  Sicyon,  whom  he  had  always 
favoured,  ere  died  a  monument  to  his  memory  in  the  middle 
of  the  forum,  and  ftill  honour  him  as  an  excellent  citizen,  and 
one  of  their  protedors  c.  I  condemn  him,  faid  Ariftratus, 
becaufe  he  frequently  had  recourfe  to  perfidy,  and  did  not 
fufficiently  refpe£l  the  party  of  the  rich  5  but  it  mull  be  con- 
fefled  the  republic  (lands  in  need  of  a  herd.  Thefe  lait  words 
revealed  to  us  his  intentions,  and  we  learnt,  a  few  years  after, 
that  he  had  obtained  poffefiion  of  the  (up  re  me  power  f. 

We  vifited  the  city,  the  harbour,  and  citadel*.  Sicyon 
will  be  conl'picuous  in  the  hiflory  of  nations,  from  the  atte?- 
tion  with  which  (he  has  cultivated  the  arts,  I  could  wifli  I 

b  Plut.  c!e  Malign.  Hcrodor.  t.  ii.  p.  '  623.     Died.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  38a. 
867.       Lucian,    Apol.     pro    Mei-cid.  I       c  Id  ibid.  p.  6a*. 


Cond.  t  i  p.  714.     Id.  in  Here,  t  iii. 

p.  86. 

c  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  13  c 

4  Xenoph.  HHfc.   Grace,  lib.  7.  p. 


f  Plut.  in  Aiai.  r,  i.  p.  1 03a,    Plii, 
lib.  35  ctp.  1#.  t  i..  p.  700. 
**  Xcnoph.  ibid.  p.  629. 
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were  able  to  afcertain  with  precifion  how  far  fhe  has  contri- 
buted to  the  orign  of  painting,  and  the  improvement  of  fculp- 
ture :  but,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  the  progress  of  the  arts 
for  whole  ages  is  obfeure  ;  a  great  difcovery  is  but  the  com- 
bination of  a  multitude  of  preceding  ones  of  lefs  importance, 
and  as  it  is  impoffible  to  follow  their  refpe&ive  tracks,  we 
mud  content  ourfelves  with  obferving  thofe  which  are  the 
moil  evident,  and  limit  ourfelves  to  a  few  conclufions. 

Drawing  owed  its  orign  to  chance,  fculpture  to  religion, 
and  painting  to  the  improvement  of  the  other  arts* 
.  In  the  earlieft  times  fome  perfon  amufed  himfelf  with  fol- 
lowing and  tracing  out  on  the  ground,  or  on  a  wall,  the  out- 
lines of  the  projecting  fhadow  of  a  body  illuminated  by  the 
fun,  or  fome  other  light :  hence  men  learned  the  mode  of  ex* 
preffing  the  form  of  objefts  by  fimple  lines* 

In  ftill  more  ancient  times,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  en- 
courage the  religious  fervour  of  the  people,  by  placing  before 
£heir  eyes  the  fymbol  or  image  of  their  worflrip.  At  firft  a 
ftone  h,  or  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  were  prefented  to  them  as  ob- 
jects of  veneration  ;  foon  after  the  upper  extremity  was  round- 
ed into  the  fhape  of  a  head,  then  lines  were  excavated  in  it  to 
form  feet  and  hands*  Such  was  the  ftate  of  fculpture  among 
the  Egyptians,  when  that  art  was  tranfmitted  by  them  to  the 
Greeks ',  who  long  contented  themfelves  with  a  bare  imita- 
tion of  their  models.  Hence  thofe  fhapekfs  ftatues  fo  fre- 
quently met  with  in  the  Peloponnefus,  and  which  exhibit  on- 
ly a  (heath,  a  column,  or  a  pyramid  *,  with  a  head  on  the  top, 
and  fometimes  a  rude  reprefentation  of  hands  and  feet  which 
are  not  disjoined  from  the  trunk.  The  ftatues  of  Mercury, 
called  Hermae,  are  remains  of  this  ancient  practice. 

The  Egyptains  boaft  that  they  difcovered  fculpture  more 
than  ten  thoufand  years  ago  ! ;  painting   at  the  fame  time,  or 


h  Paufan.  lib.  7.  cap.  a*,  p.  579. 
Id.  lib.  9.  cap.  17.  p.  7§i. 
1  Herodot.  lib.  a.  cap.  4. 
k  Paulan.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.  p.  13a; 


lib.  3.  cap.  19.  p.  aj7  ;  lib.  7.  cap.  aa. 

P-  579- 
l  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  a.  t.  ii.  p.  65$. 
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at  lead  fix  thoufind  years  before  it  was  known  to  the  Greeks  B. 
The  latter  are  far  from  appropriating  to  themfelves  the  in-* 
vention  of  the  fir  (I  of  thefe  arts,  but  think  they  have  a  juft 
claim  to  the  difcovery  of  the  fecond  n.  To  reconcile  thefe 
different  pretentions,  we  mud  diftinguifli  two  kinds  of  paint- 
ings :  that  which  merely  fets  off  the  drawing  by  colours  laid 
on  whole  and  unbroken  ;  and  that  which,  after  long  efforts, 
has  become  the  faithful  copy  ill  of  nature. 

The  former  was  difcovered  by  the  Egyptians.  In  the  The- 
bais  we  fee,  in  the  porches  of  the  grottos,  which  ferved  per- 
haps as  tombs,  on  the  ceilings  of  the  temples,  on  the  hierogly- 
phics and  figures  of  men  and  animals,  very  lively  and  bril- 
liant colours,  and  which  certainly  are  of  an  extremely  ancient 
date  °.  Thefe  colours,  fome times  enriched  by  gold  leaf  at- 
tached to  them  by  an  aftringenr,  clearly  prove  that  painting, 
if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  was  in  Egypt  only  the  art  of  colouring. 

It  would  fcem  that  the  Greeks  were  very  little  further  ad- 
vanced at  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war  p  ;  but  towards  the  firft 
Olympaid  *  *,  the  artifts  of  Sicyon  and  of  Corinth,  who  had 
already  exhibited  more- intelligence  in  their  defignsr,  figna- 
lized  themfelves  by  eflUys  £1111  held  in  rememberance,  and 
which  aftoni&ed  that  age  by  their  novelty.  Whilft  Daedal- 
us of  Sicyon  f  was  detaching  the  feet  and  hands  of  ftaiues  % 
Gleophantus  of  Corinth  was  colouring  the  features  of  the  hu- 
man countenance. 

Cleophantus  made  ufe  of  pounded  brick-dud  f ;  a  proof 
that  the  Greeks  then  knew  nothing  of  the  colours  now  em- 
ployed for  carnation.  About  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Mara- 
thon, painting  and  fculpture  emerged  from  their  long  infancy, 

B  Plin  lib.  35.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  68  f.  I      P  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  a.  t.  637. 

*  Id.  ibid.    Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  3*2.        I    .  *  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  dcaBdLLctt. 

0  Voyag.  de  Grao.  p.  35,  47»  73»  I  *•  xxy.  p.  167, 


Jttcard,  Miff,  da  Lev.  c.  ii.  p.  an ;  t. 
▼ii.  p  37  et  163.  Lucas,  Voyag.  de 
Ta  Haute  Cgfpt.  t.  iii.  p.  39  cl  &9- 
Nordeu,  Voyag.  d'Egypt.  p.  137, 17*. 
Sic.  Goguet.  Orig  des  Loi»,  t.  ii.  p. 
I64.    Cayi.  Rcc.  d'Anti*  t.  v.  p.  aj. 


•  Toward*  the  year  776  twfore  C. 

r  Plin.  lib.  $S'  cap-  5- *■  »•  P-  °^J' 

f  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

*  Diod.  Sic.  lib-  4.  p.  276.  ThcmiH. 
Orat.  26.  p.  3x6.     Suid.  in  A«j&U. 

(  Plin.  lib.  3J.  cap.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  6£i, 
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and  by  a  rapid  progrefs  have  attained  the  degree  of  fubllmity 
and  beauty  at  which  we  this  day  behold  them. 

Sicyon,  aim  oft  in  our  own  time,  produced  Eupompus,  the 
chiefof  a  third  fchool  of  painting  ;  prior  to  him  no  other  was 
known  but  thofe  of  Athens  and  Ionia.  From  his  fchool  have 
already  proceeded  feveral  celebrated  artifts,  and,  amongft  o- 
thers,  Paufias  and  Pamphilus,  under  whofe  direction  it  was 
during  our  refidence  in  that  city,  and  whofe  talents  and  repu- 
tation procured  him  many  pupils,  who  each  paid  him  a  tales t 
previous  to  receiving  his  inftru&ions  *  :  on  his  fide  he  enga- 
ged to  give  them,  for  ten  years,  leflbns  founded  on  an  excel- 
lent theory,  and  justified  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours.  He 
exhorted  them  likewife  to  cultivate  letters  and  the  fciences  , 
with  which  he  was  himfelf  extremely  well  acquainted  u. 

By  his  advice  was  it  that  the  magiftrates  of  Sicyon  ordain- 

-  cd  that  the  ftudy  of  drawing  (hould  from  that  time  conflitute 

part  of  the  education  of  the  citizens  ;  a  law  which  refcued  the 

fine  arts  from  fervile  hands :  the  other  cities  of  Greece  are 

now  beginning  to  follow  this  example  x. 

We  were  acquainted  with  two  of  his  pupils  who  have  fince 
acquired  a  fplendid  reputation,  Melanthus  and  Apelles  ?• 
He  formed  high  expectations  of  the  former,  and  ftill  higher 
of  the  latter,  who  congratulated  himfelf  on  having  fuch  a  maf- 
ter :  Pamphilus  foon  had  reafon  to  be  proud  of  having  in* 
ftru&ed  fuch  a  fcholar. 

We  made  a  few  excurfions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sicyon. 
At  the  town  of  Titana,  fituated  on  a  mountain,  we  faw,  in  a 
cyprefs  wood,  a  temple  of  ^ELfculapius,  in  whofe  ftatue,  a  tu- 
nic of  white  woollen  and  a  mantle,  only  left  vifible  the  face 
and  hands,  and  the  extremities  of  the  feet.  Near  it  is  the 
flatue  of  Hygeia,  the  goddefs  of  health,  covered  likewife  with 
a  robe,  and  locks  of  hair,  which  women  have  taken  from  their 

•  5400  IWret  (2*51.  Sterling).  I      x  Id.  ibid. 

u  Id.  ibid.  cap.  1 8.  t.  ii.  p.  694.         [     *  Plut.  in  Arat.  t.  i.  p.  1039% 

X  iij 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


3*6 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


heads  to  eonfecrate  them  to  this  deity  *•  The  cuftom  of 
clothing  the  ftatues,  fometimes  in  very  rich  drefles,  is  pretty 
general  in  Greece,  and  often  affords  reafon  for  regret,  when 
we  perceive  how  many  beautiful  productions  of  art  are  almofi 
entirely  concealed  by  thefe  ornaments. 

We  flopped  at  the  town  of  Phlius*,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  have  acquired  in  our  days  a  celebrity  not  to  be  ob- 
tained by  riches  or  by  conquefts.  They  entered  into  an  al- 
liance with  Sparta,  whilft  at  the  zenith  of  her  glory  ;  and 
when,  after  the  battle  of  Leu&ra,  her  (laves  and  moft  of  her 
allies  revolted  againft  her,  the  Phliuntians  flew  to  her  aid ; 
and/on  their  return  home,  neither  the  power  of  the  Thebans 
and  the  A  f gives,  nor  the  horrors  of  war  and  famine,  coakl 
ever  compel  them  to  relinquim  their  alliance b.  This  example 
of  fortitude  has  been  exhibited  in  an  age  when  oaths  are 
fported  with,  and  that  too  by  one  of  the  (mailed  and  pooreft 
of  the  Grecian  cities* 

After  paffirifc  a  few  days  at  Sicyon,.  we  entered  Achat*, 
which  extends  as  far  as  the  promontory  of  Araxus,  fituatcd 
oppofite  to  Cephallenia.  It  is  a  flip  of  land  bounded  on  the 
fouth  by  Arcadia  and  Elis,  and  on  the  north  by  the  fea  of 
Crifla.  Its  (bores  are  almoft  every  where  lined  with  rocks, 
which  render  them  inacceffible.  In  the  interior  part  of  the 
country  the  foil  is  poor,  and  with  difficulty  rendered  produc- 
tive c :  good  vineyards,  however,  are  to  be  found  in  many 
places  d. 

It  was  formerly  inhabited  by  thofe  Ionians  who  are  now 
fettled  on  the  coaft  of  Afia.  They  were  expelled  by  the  A- 
chseans,  When  the  latter  were  compelled  to  yield  the  king- 
doms of  Argos  and  Lacedaemon  e  to  the  defendants  of  Her- 
cules. 


*  Paufan.  lib.  ft.  cap.  IX.  p.  136. 

*  Id  ibid.  cap.  la.  p.  1 3 8. 

b  XcDopb.  Hid.  Grac.  lib.  7. 
6*4* 


«  Plat,  in  Arat.  t.  i.  p.  1051. 
d  Panfao.  lib.  7.  cap.  %6.  p.  593.* 
c  Hcrodot.  lib.  x.  cap.  14$.    fauf. 
ibid.  cap.  1.  p.  jaa. 
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When  fettled  in  their  new  abodes,  the  Achaeans  never  in- 
terfered in  the  affairs  of  Greece,  not  even  when  Xerxes 
threatened  it  with  univcrfal  flavery  f.  The  Peloponnefian 
-war  forced  them  from  that  repofe  which  conftituted  their 
happineCs ;  they  united  their  forces  fometimes  with  the  Lace- 
daemonians *t  and  fometimes  with  the  Athenians,  whom  they 
were  always  mod  inclined  to  favour  h.  On  this  occafion  it 
was  that  Alcibiades,  endeavouring  to  perfuadc  the  people  of 
Patrse  to  extend  the  walls  of  their  town  to  the  harbour,  that 
the  fleets  of  Athens  might  be  able  to  affift  them,  one  of  the 
aflembly  exclaimed,  •'  If  you  follow  this  advice*  the  Athe* 
nians  will  at  laft  f wallow  you  up."  "  That  may  be/*  an* 
fwered  Alcibiades,  "  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  Athe- 
nians will  begin  by  the  feet,  the  Lacedsemouians  by  the  head1." 
The  Achseans  have  fince  contracted  other  alliances*  Some 
years  after  our  journey,  they  fent  two  thoufand  men  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Phociansk,  and  their  troops  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  at  the  battle  of  Chseronea  *. 

Pellene,  a  finall  town^  as  are  all  the  towns  in  Achaia  m,  is 
built  on  a  hill  of  fo  irregular  a  form,  that  the  two  quarters  of 
the  town  fituated  on  the  oppofite  (ides  of  it  have  fcarce\y  any 
communication  n.  Its  harbour  is  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  fta- 
dia  *.  The  dread  of  pirates  formerly  obliged  the  inhabitants 
of  a  diftrift  to  unite  and  form  fettlements  on  eminences  more 
or  lefs  remote  from  the  fea.  All  the  ancient  towns  of  Greece 
are  fo  fituated- 

As  we  left  Pellene,  we  faw  a  temple  of  Bacchus,  in  which 
the  no&urnal  feftival  of  the  lamps  is  annually  celebrated  : 
great  numbers  are  lighted  up,  and  wine  is  copioufly  diilribut~ 
ed  to  the  multitude  °.     Oppofite  to  it  is  the  facred  wood  of 


f  Paufan.  ibid,  cap.  6.  p.  536. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  9. 

*  Id.  lib.  1.  cap.  ill.     Paufan*  lib. 
7.  cap.  6  p.  537- 

i  Plot,  in  Alcib.  t.  t.  p.  1 98. 
k  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 6.  p.  436. 


I  Paufan.  ibid* 

m  Pint,  in  Arat.  t.  i«  p.  1031. 
n   Paufan.  lib*  7.  cap.  26.  p  594. 
♦  Abouc  two  leagues  and  a  quar* 
tcr.  T- 

0  Id.  ibid*  cap.  47.  p,  595. 
X  liij 
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Diana  Confervatrix,  into  which  none  but  the  priefts  are  al- 
lowed to  enter.  We  next  faw,  m  a  temple  of  Minerva,  a 
ftatue  of  that  goddefs,  of  gold  and  ivory,  of  fuch  beautiful 
workmanfhip,  that  it  is  afcribed  to  Phidias  p. 

We  proceeded  to  -/Egira,  about  twelve  ftadia  *  diftant  from 
the  fea.  Whilft  we  were  examining  fuch  objefts  as  we  e- 
fteemed  deferving  our  curiofity,  our  conductors  informed  us, 
that  on  a  certain  occafion,  the  inhabitants,  unable  to  oppofe 
the  Skyonians  who  Were  come  to  attack  them,  collected  a 
great  number  of  goats,  fattened  lighted  torches  to  their  horns, 
and  drove  them  forward  during  the  night,  when  the  enemy, 
imagining  them  to  be  the  allied  troops  of  JEgira,  immediately 
retreated  *. 

Further  on  we  entered  a  grotto,  in  which  is  an  oracle  that 
employs  chance  to  manifeil  futurity.  Near  to  a  ftatue  of 
Hercules  is  a  number  of  dice,  marked  in  a  particular  manner 
on  each  fide :  four  of  thefe  are  promifcuoufly  taken  and  rolled 
on  a  table,  on  which  correfponding  marks  are  traced,  with 
their  interpretation  r.  This  oracle  is  efteemed  as*  infallible, 
and  is  as  much  frequented  as  the  others. 

At  fome  diflance  we  vifited  jhe  ruins  of  Helice,  formerly 
fituated  twelve  ftadia  from  the  fea  *  f,  and  demolifhed  in  our 
time  by  an  earthquake.  Thefe  dreadful  cataftrophes  happen 
moft  frequently  in  places  adjoining  to  the  fea f,  and  are  gene- 
rally preceded  by  terrific  fymptoms.  For  feveral  months  the 
waters  of  heaven  either  deluge  the  earth,  or  withhold  their 
beneficial  effects  ;  a  dimnefs  obfeures  the  fplendour  of  the  fun, 
or  his  difk  appears  red  like  a  burning  brafier;  impetuous 
winds  ravage  the  country  ;  ftreams  of  fire  are  feen  to  Ihoot  ia 
the  air  j  and  other  portentous  phenomena  too  furely  prefage 
feme  tremendous  difafteru. 


P  Id.  ibid.  p.  594. 

•  Almoft  half  a  league. 

4  Id.  ibid.  cap.  26.  p.  591. 
r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  25.  p.  590. 

*  Hcraclid.  ap.  Stnb.  lib.  8.  p.  3*4. 


f  Almoft  half  a  league. 
1  Ariftot.  Meteor,  lib.  %.  cap.  8.  t.  i~ 
p.  567. 
V  Pauiafi.  lib.  7.  cap.  14.  p.  58^ 
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After  the  calamity  of  Helice,  various  prodigies  were  re- 
collected/ by  which  it  had  been  portended.  The  ifle  of  Deloa 
had  fhook,  and  an  immenfe  column  of  fire  had  rifen  to  the 
Ikies  x.  Be  this  as  it  may,  a  very  fhort  time  before  the  battle 
of  Leudra'*,  in  winter,  and  during  the  night z,  a  north  wind 
blowing  from  one  quarter,  and  a  foutherly  wind  from  the 
other*,  the  city,  after  violent  and  repeated  fhocks,  which 
continued  till  day-break,  was  totally  deftroyed,  and  f wallow- 
ed up  by  the  fea,  which  had  overflowed  its  boundaries  b.  The 
inundation  was  fo  great  as  to  rife  above  the  tops  of  the  trees 
in  a  wood  confecrated  to  Neptune.  By  degrees  the  waters 
partially  fubfided  ;  but  they  ft  ill  cover  the  ruins  of  Helice, 
leaving  only  a  few  trifling  veftiges  expofed  to  vie\f  c.  All 
the  inhabitants  perifhed ;  and  attempts  were  made  in  vain  to 
recover  their  bodies,  and  bellow  on  them  the  rites  of  fepul- 
ture  d. 

The  fhocks  of  this  earthquake,  it  is  faid,  were  not  felt  in 
the  city  of  TEgium  e,  which  is  only  at  the  diftance  of  forty 
ftadia  from  Heliceff;  but  their  direction  was  toward  the 
other  fide,  and  in  the  town  of  Bura,  fcarcely  more  diftant 
from  Helice  than  ufcgium,  walls,  houfes,  temples,  ftatues, 
men,  and  animals,  were  all  deftroyed  or  crufhed.  The  citi- 
zens who  were  abfent,  built  on  their  return  the  modern 
town  *.  To  Helice  has  fucceeded  a  fmall  town,  where  we 
took  a  boat,  more  clofely  to  infpeft  fome  ruins  Scattered  on 
the  Ihore.  Our  guides  made  a  circuit,  to  avoid  ftriking  on  a 
Neptune  of  brafs,  which  is  on  a  level  with  the  water,  and 
ftill  (landing  on  its  bafe  h. 


x  Callifth.  ap.  Senec.   Quxtt.  Nat. 
lib.  6.  cap.  26. 

7  Polyb.  lib.  %.  p.  128.     Strab.  lib. 
8.  p.  384- 

*-  *  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  373, 
or  the  beginning  of  the  year  372  be- 
fore Chrift. 

2  Heracl.  ap.    Strab.  ibid.     Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  363.  -, 

*  Ariftor.  Meteor,  lib.  2  cap.  8.  t. 
i.p.c7o. 


b  De  Mnndo  ap.  Arifiot.  cap.  4. 
t.  i.  p.  608.  Diod.  Sic.  ibid.  p.  364. 
Paufan.  lib.  7.  cap.  14-  P  587. 

c  PauCin.  lib.  7.  cap.  24.  p.  587* 
f  lin.  lib.  2.  cap.  92.  t.  i.  p.  115. 

d  Heracl.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  385. 

c  Senec.  Quseft.  Nat.  lib.  6.  cap.  %$, 

f  Paufan.  ibid.  p.  585. 

f  One  league  and  a  half. 

*  Id.  lib.  7.  cap.  25.  p.  590. 

ft  Eratofth.  ap.  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  384* 
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After  the  deftru&ion  of  Hclicc,  <£giuin  took  poffeffion  of 
its  territory,  and  became  the  principal  city  of  Achaia.  Here 
the  dates  of  the  province  are  convened  l9  and  afiemble  in  a 
wood  confecrated  to  Jupiter,  near  the  temple  of  that  god,  and 
on  the  fea  ihore  k. 

Achaia,  from  the  earlieft  times,  was  divided  into  twelve 
dries,  each  comprifing  feven  or  eight  towns  within  its  di- 
ftrift f.  All  have  the  privilege  of  fending  deputies  to  the  or- 
dinary aflembly,  which  is  held  at  the  beginning  of  their  year, 
or  towards  the  middle  of  the  fpring ra.  There  fuch  regula* 
tions  are  made  as  circumftances  may  require:  magi  ft  rates  are 
nominated  to  carry  them  into  execution,  and  invefted  like* 
wife  with  the  power  of  convoking  an  extraordinary  affembly, 
in  cafe  of  war,  or  the  neceffity  of  deliberating  on  an  alii- 
aace*. 

The  government  goes  forward,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  by  its  own  motion.  It  is  a  democracy,  which  owes  its 
origin  and  continuance  to  peculiar  circumftances.  The  coun- 
try being  poor,  without  commerce,  and  almoft  without  in- 
duftry,  its  inhabitants  peaceably  enjoy  the  liberty  and  equali- 
ty afforded  them  by  a  wife  legiflation.  As  no  ambitious  and 
turbulent  fpirits  have  arifen  amongft  them  °,  they  are  ftran- 
•  gers  to  the  defire  of  conquefts  ;  ted  as  they  have  little  con- 
nexion with  corrupt  nations,  they  never  employ  fraud  or 
falfehood,  even:  againft  their  enemies  p  :  as  all  their  cities,  in 
fine,  have  the  fame  laws  and  the  fame  offices  of  magiftracy, 
they  form  only  one  body  and  one  ftate,  and  the  harmony  that 
reigns  amongft  them  pervades  every  clafs  of  citizens  q.  The 
excellence  of  their  Conftitution,  and  the  probity  of  their  magi- 
Urates,  are  fo  univerfally  admitted,  that  the  Greek  cities  of 


i  Polyb.  lib.  5.  p.  350.  Lit.  \\ 
AS.  cap.  7  ;  lib.  38.  cap.  30.  Paafao. 
lib.  7.  cap.  24-  p.  585* 

k  Strab.  ibid.  p.  38$  et  387.  Pauf. 
ibid  p.  584* 

l  Herodot.  lib;  z.  cap.  145.  Polyb. 
lib.  a. p.  za8,  Strab.  ib.  p.  337  et  386. 


m  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  30J  ;  lib.  J. 
350.     Strab.  ibid.  p.  385. 
Q  Polyb.  Excerpt.  Legal  p.  %SS> 
0  Id.  lib.  *.  p»<»5. 
'  Id.  lib.  13.  p.  67%. 
q  Juftin.  lib.  34.  cap.  I. 
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Italy,  wearied  with  their  diflenfions,  have  been  known  to  ad- 
drefs  themfelves  to  this  people  to  become  their  arbitrators, 
and  fome  of  them  even  formed  a  fimilar  confederation.  Nay, 
it  is  not  long  fince  the  Lacedaemonians  and  Thebans,  mutually- 
claiming  the  vj&ory  at  Leu&ra,  referred  this  difpute*  in 
which  their  honour  was  fo  materially  in  te  retted r,  and  which 
demanded  the  mod  impartial  decifion,  to  the  determination  of 
the  Achseans. 

We  frequently  faw  children  on  the  (hore  throwing  pebbles 
with  their  flings,  a  favourite  exercife  of  this  people,  in  which 
they  are  fo  ikilful,  that  by  placing  the  lead  in  a  particular 
manner  in  the  {trap,  they  can  hit  the  objed  at  which  they  * 
aim  with  the  moil  furprifing  exa&nefs  •* 

In  our  way  to  Patrae,  we  pafled  through  feveral  cities  and 
towns,  for  Achaia  is  extremely  populous  c.  At  Pharse  wtf 
faw,  in  the  forum,  thirty  fquare  Hones,  which  are  worshipped 
as  deities,  but  the  names  of  which  I  have  forgotten  u.  Near 
thefe  (tones  is  a  Mercury,  terminating  in  a  (heath,  and  with 
a  long  beard,  oppofite  to  a  ftatue  of  Veda,  fur  rounded  by  a 
range  of  brafs  lamps*  We  were  told  that  this  Mercury  de- 
livered oracles,  and  that  to  obtain  an  anfwer,  it  was  only  ne- 
ceflary  to  whifper  a  few  words  in  the  ear  of  the  ftatue*  At 
this  moment  a  peafant  came  to  confult  it ;  he  was  firft  to  of- 
fer incenfe  to  the  goddefs,  then  pour,  oil  into  the  lamps  and 
light  them,  depofit  a  fmall  piece  of  money  on  the  altar,  ap- 
proach the  Mercury,  interrogate  it  in  a  wifper,  quit  the  place 
'  keeping  his  ears  (hut,  and  afterwards  obferve  the  firft  words 
he  (hould  hear,  which  were  to  be  the  folution  of  his  doubts  *• 
The  people  thronged  after  him,  and  we  returned  to  our 
lodgings* 

Before  we  arrived  at  Patrae,  we  turned  into  a  delightful 
wood,  where  feveral  young  people  were  exerciung  themfelves 

r  Polyb.  lib.  *.  p.  I«6.     Stub.  lib.  j      «  Strab.  ibid.  p.  386. 
$.  p.  384  u  Pau&n.  lib.  7.  cap.  as.  p.  ;;?• 

9  LiY.  lib.  38.  cap.  29*  I      *  Id*  ibid* 
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in  running  y.  In  one  of  the  alleys  we  met  a  child  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  age,  dreffed  in  a  handfome  robe,  and 
•crowned  wit;h  ears  of  corn.  When  we  interrogated  him,  he 
anfwered,-  This  is  the  feftival  of  Bacchu9  ^Efymnetes,  for 
by  that  name  he  is  called ;  all  the  children  of  the  town  repair 
to  the  banks  of  the  Milichus.  Thence  we  fliall  go  in  procef- 
fion  to  the  temple  of  Diana,  which  you  fee  before  you  ;  we 
{hall  lay  this  crown  at  the  feet  of  the  goddefs,  and,  after  wafb- 
ing  in  the  dream,  we  (hall  take  another  crown  of  ivy,  and  go 
to  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  which  is  beyond  the  former.  I 
afked  him  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  crown  of  ears  of 
corn. — In  this  manner  we  were  dreffed  when  we  were  facri- 
ficed  on  the  flirine  of  Diana. — What !  was  it  the  practice  to 
facrifice  you  ! — You  are  then  unacquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  handfome  Melanippus  and  the  beautiful  Cometho,  the 
prieftefs  of  the  goddefs  ?  I  will  teU  it  you. 

They  mutually  loved  fo  affectionately,  that  it  feemed  im- 
poffible  for  either  to  live  without  the  other.  At  length  they 
afked  their  parents  leave  to  marry,  and  they  cruelly  refufed 
them.  Some  time  after,  there  happened  a  great  famine  and 
ficknefs  in  the  country.  The  oracle  was  confulted,  and  an- 
fwered, that  Diana  was  incenfed  that  Melanippus  and  Come- 
tho mould  have  married  in  her  vary  temple,  on  the  night  of 
the  feftival,  and  that,  to  appeafe  her,  a  boy  and  a  girl  of  the 
'  greateft  beauty  mud  be  annually  facrificed.  The  oracle  after- 
wards promifed  us  that  this  barbarous  cuftom  ihould  ceafe, 
when  a  ftranger  ihould  bring  hither  a  certain  Hatue  of  Bac- 
chus. At  length  he  came ;  the  ftatue  was  placed  in  that 
temple,  and  the  proceffion  and  ceremonies  I  have  been  telling 
you  of  were  fubftituted  for  the  facrifice.  Adieu,  ftranger  a. 

This  narrative,  which  was  confirmed. to  us  by  well  inform- 
ed perfons,  aftonifhtd  us  the  lefs,  as  for  a  long  time  men 
could  imagine  no  better  means  of  averting  the'divine  venge- 

y  Id.  ibid.  cap.  ax.  p.  577.  l  Id.  ibid.  cap.  19.  p.  571. 
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mice,  than  by  ihedding  human  blood,  and  efpecially  that  of  a 
young  virgin,  on  the  facred  altars.  The  reafoning  which  in- 
duced them  to  this  practice  was  the  natural  confequence  of 
the  abominable  principle,  that  the  gods  are  more  attentive  to 
the  value  of  the  offerings  thjan  the  intentions  of  thofe  who 
prefent  them.  This  fatal  error  once  admitted,  men  would 
firfl  offer  the  moft  valuable  productions  of  the  earth,  and  the 
choicefl  victims ;  and  as  the  blood  of  men  is  more  precious 
than  that  of  animals,  they  would  at  length  fhed  that  of  a  vir- 
gin, who  united  youth,  beauty,  birth,  and  all  the  advantages 
which  they  therafelves  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation. 

After  examining  the  monuments  of  Patrae,  and  of  another 
town  named  Dyme,  we  croffed  the  Lariffus,  and  entered  into 
Elis. 


CHAP.    XXXVIII. 

Tour  of  Elis  *.      U7>e  Olympic  Games. 

JElis  is  a  fmall  country,  the  coafts  of  which  are  wafhed  by 
the  Ionian  fea,  and  which  is  divided  into  three  valleys.  In 
that  to  the  north  is  the  city  of  Elis,  fituated  on  the  Peneus, 
a  river  of  the  fame  name,  but  lefs  confiderable  than  that  of 
Theffaly ;  the  middle  valley  is  remarkable  for  the  temple  of 
Jupiter,  near  the  river  Alpneus  ;  and  the  laft  of  the  three  is 
named  Triphylia. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  long  enjoyed  the  moil  un- 
difturbed  tranquillity.  All  the  ftates  of  Greece  concurred  to 
confider  them  as  confecrated  to  Jupiter,  and  carried  their  re- 
fpe&  fo  far  that  foreign  troops  laid  down  their  arms  on  en* 
tering  the  country,  nor  took  them  up  again  but  at  their  de- 
parture*. At  prefent  they  rarely  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this 
exemption  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  occasional  wars  to  which 

f  Sec  the  map  of  Eli9.  a  Strab,  lib.  8.  p.  358. 
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they  have  been  expofed  in  later  times,  and  in  defpite  of  the 
diffenfions  which  Hill  ferment  in  certain  cities,  Elis  is  the 
mod  plentiful  and  bed  peopled  diftrifi  of  Peloponnefus  b.  Its 
plains,  which  are  generally  fertile  c,  are  covered  with  labo- 
rious Saves,  and  agriculture  flourifhes,  becaufe  the  govern- 
ment bellows  on  the  induftrious  nifties  the  attention  merited 
by  thefe  ufeful  citizens.  Tribunals  are  eftftblifbed  among  ft 
them  to  judge  their  caufes  in  the  laft  inftance;  oor  are  thej 
obliged  to  interrupt  their  labours  and  repair  to  the  cities  to 
folicit  an  iniquitous  or  tardy  fentence.  Many  rich  families 
fpend  their  lives  peaceably  in  the  country  ;  and  I  myfelf  faw 
fome  in  the  vicinity  of  Elis,  not  one  of  whom,  for  two  or 
three  generations,  had  once  entered  the  capital4. 

After  the  monarchical  government  was  aboliflied,  the  cities 
affociated  in  a  foederal  league ;  but  that  of  Elis,  more  power- 
Ail  than  the  reft,  has  infenfibly  brought  them  under  fubjec- 
tion  c,  leaving  them  only  the  fhadow  of  liberty.  Together 
they  form  eight  tribes  ',  governed  by, a  body  of  ninety  fena- 
tors,  who  hold  their  places  for  life,  and  by  their  influence  fill 
up  vacancies  at  their  plcafure  :  hence  it  is  that  authority  re- 
fides  only  in  a  very  few  perfons,  and  that  an  oligarchy  has 
been  introduced  within  an  oligarchy,  which  is  one  of  the  de- 
flruftive  vices  of  this  government*.  Attempts  have,  there- 
fore, recently  been  made  to  eftablifh  a  democracy  b. 

The  city  of  Elis  is  but  modern  ;  it  was  formed,  like  many 
of  the  Grecian  cities,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Peloponnefus, 
by  the  union  of  feveral  hamlets  ■ :  for,  in  the  ages  of  ignor- 
ance, men  dwelt  in  open  and  expofed  villages  ;  in  more  en- 
lightened times  they  (hut  themfelves  up  in  fortified  towns. 


b  polyb.  lib.  4*  P*  33*. 

c  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  344.  Paufao.  lib. 
J.  cap  4  p.  381. 

d  Polyb.  ibid. 

e  Her  odor.  lib.  4,  cap.  148.  Thu- 
cyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  31. 

*  Paufan.  Ub.  j,  p.  397, 


*  Aiiftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap.  (h 
t  ii.  p.  394. 

*»  Xenoph.  Hiu.   Grxc.   lib.  7.  p. 

i  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  3316.    Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  if.  p.  40. 
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On  our  arrival,  we  met  a  proceffion  in  its  way  to  the  temple 
of  Minerva,  and  that  made  part  of  a  ceremony  in  which  the 
youth  of  fc.lia  contended  for  the  prize  of  beauty.  The  vic- 
tors were  led  in  triumph :  the  firft,  with  his  head  bound  with 
ribbands,  bore  the  weapons  to  be  confecrated  to  the  goddefs ; 
Che  fecond  conducted  the  vi&im  j  and  the  third  carried  the 
other  offerings  *• 

I  have  often  feen  fimilar  contefts  in  Greece,  for  the  young 
men,  as  well  as  for  the  women  and  girls.  Even  among  dis- 
tant nations  I  have  feen  women  admitted  to  public  competi- 
tions, with  this  difference,  however,  that  the  Greeks  decree 
the  prize  to  the  moft  beautiful,  and  the  barbarians  to  the  moft 
virtuous l. 

The  city  is  ornamented  with  temples  ",  fumptoous  edifices, 
and  a  number  of  ftatoes,  fome  of  which  are  by  the  hand  of 
Phidias.  Among  the  latter  we  faw  feveral  which  difplayed 
the  judgment  no  lefs  than  the  fkill  of  the  art i ft  ;  fuch  is  the 
group  of  the  Graces  in  the  temple  dedicated  to  them.  They 
are  habited  in  a  light  and  brilliant  drapery :  the  firft  holds  a 
myrtle  branch  in  honour  of  Venus  ;  the  fecond  a  rofe  to  de- 
note the  fpring ;  and  the  third  a  die,  the  fymbol  of  infant 
f ports ;  and  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  complete  the 
charms  of  this  compofition,  the  figure  of  Love  is  placed  on 
the  fame  pedeftal  with  the  Graces  *• 

Nothing  contributes  fo  much  to  the  celebrity  of  this  pro- 
vince as  the  Olympic  games,  celebrated  every  fonrth  year  in 
honour  of  Jupiter.  Each  city  in  Greece  has  its  feftivak, 
which  affemble  all  the  inhabitants ;  four  grand  folemnities 
unite  all  the  Grecian  ftates ;  thefe  are  the  Pythian  or  Delphic 
games,  the  Ifthmian  or  Corinthian,  the  Nemean,  and  the 
Olympic.  I  have  fpoken  of  the  firft  in  my  journey  through 
Fhocis  j  I  fhall  now  give  fome  account  of  the  latter ;    the 

k  Athen.  lib.   13.  rap.  a.  p.  S*S'  »      m  Paafrn.  lib.  6  cap.  S3*  p.  JU« 
Jhcophr.  ap  comtl.  ihid,  p.  609.  I     n  Id.  ibid.  cap.  a*  p.  514. 

I  Thcephr.  ap.  ciuad.  p.  009  et  6j©«  |  6 
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others  I  (hall  pad  over  in  filence,  as  they  exhibit  nearly  the 
lame  fpeftacle. 

The  Olympic  games,  inftituted  by  Hercules,  were,  after 
having  been  long  difcontinued,  revived  by  the  advice  of  the 
celebrated  Lycurgus,  and  by  the  attention  of  Iphitus,  fove- 
reign  of  a  diftrift  of  Elis  °.  One  hundred  and  eight  years 
after,  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  had  gained  the  prize  in 
the  conrfe  of  the  ftadium  was  inscribed,  for  the  firtl  tirde,  in 
the  public  regifter  of  the  Eleans  p  :  he  was  called  Choroebos. 
This  practice  was  continued  9  and  hence  that  feries  of  vidors 
whofe  names,  indicating  the  different  Olympiads,  form  fo 
many  fixed  periods  in  chronology.  The  games  were  about 
to  be  celebrated,  for  the  one  hundred  and  fixth  time,  when 
we  arrived  at  Elis  *. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Elis  were  preparing  for  this  auguft 
folemnity.  The  decree  which  prohibits  all  hoftilities  had  al- 
ready been  proclaimed  q.  Troops  who  (hould  enter  at  this 
time  into  this  facred  territory r  would  be  condemned  to  pay  a 
penalty  of  two  mines  f  for  each  foldier  * . 

The  direction  of  the  Olympic  games  has  been  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Eleans  for  four  centuries,  and  they  have  brought 
them  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  perfection,  fo  me  times  by  intro- 
ducing new  fpecies  of  contefts,  and  fometimes  by  fuppre fling 
fuch  as  did  not  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the  afiembly  r.  It 
is  their  province  to  prevent  clandefline  practices  and  intrigues, 
to  take  care  that  the  decifions  be  equitable,  and  that  no  na- 
tives of  foreign  nations  **,  nor  even  of  the  Greek  cities,  which 
have  x  violated  the  laws,  eflablifhed  to  maintain  order  duriog 
the  feftivals,  be  admitted  to  eater  the  lifts  as  candidates.  They 
have  fo  high  an  idea  of  thefe  ordinances,  that  they  formerly 


°  Ariflot.  ap.  Plat,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i. 

P.  39- 

P  Frcrct,  Dcf.  da  la  Chron.  p/i6*. 

•  In  the  fummcr  of  the  year  356 
before  Chrift. 

*  -ffifchin.   dc   Falf.   Leg.   p.  397. 
faufta.  lib,  j.  cap.  20.  p.  427* 


r  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  1 4.  p.  24%. 
t  1 80  litres  ( 7I.  itw.  Sterling).   • 
s  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap  49. 
r  Pa u fan.  lib.  5.  cap.  8  p.  394. 
u  Herodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  aa, 
x  Thucyd.  lib.  J.  cap.  49.     Pattfcm 
ibid.  pip.  »i.  p.  431, 
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lent  deputies  into  Egypt,  to  inquire  of  the  fages  of  that  na- 
tion whether  they  could  fugged  any  neceffiry  regulation  which 
they  had  omitted.  You  have  forgotten  one  e&utial  article, 
replied  the  latter:  fince  the  judges  are  Eleans,  the  Eleans 
Ihould  be  excluded  from  the  competition  y.  Notwithftand* 
ing  this  anfwer,  they  are  admitted,  and  many  of  them  have 
gained  the  prize  ;  nor  has  the  integrity  of  the  judges  been 
ever  queftioned  ■  s  it  is  true  indeed,  that  to  prevent  fuch  a 
fufpicion,  the  athletee  are  permitted  to  appeal  to  the  fenate 
of  Olympia  from  the  decree  which  deprives  them  of  the 
crown*.  ^ 

At  each  Olympiad,  the  judges  or  prefidents  of  the, games 
are  drawn  by  lotb,  and  are  eight  in  number,  one  being  taken 
from  each  tribe  c.     They  afiemoie  at  Llis  previous  to  the  ce* 
leb ration  of  the  games,  and  for  the  fpace  of  ten  months  care- 
fully  ftudy  all  the  particulars  of  the  duties  they  have  to  dis- 
charge: in  thefe  Jfiey  are  inftru&ed  by  the  magiflrates,  whofe 
office  it  is  to  declare  and  explain  the  ordinances  1  have  men* 
tioned d.     That  they  may  j  »in  experience   to   precepts,  they 
exercife,  during  the  fame  interval,  the  athlttse,  who  come  to 
have  their  names  enrolled  c  as  candidates  for  the  prizes  of  the 
courfe,    and  mod  of  the  pedeftrian  combats  f.      Several   of 
thefe  athletae  were  accompanied  by  their  relations  and  friends, 
and  efpecially  by  the  matters  by  whom  they  had  been  taught ; 
.  the  dtfire  of  glory  fparkled  in  their  eyes,  and  the  inhabitants 
or  El;s  feemed  tranfported  with  the   liyeliefi  joy.     I  ihouldV 
have  been  furpriled  at  the  importance  they  annex  to  the  cele- 
bration  ot  their  games,  were  I   not  acquainted  with  the  ar- 
dour of  the  Greeks   for  public  exhibitions,  and  the  real  uti- 
lity winch  tne  Eleans  derive  from  this  folemnity. 


.    y  Herodot.  lib,  %.  cap.  1 6©.     Diod. 
Sic.  iib.  I.  p.  85.     , 

2  Dion.  Chryfoft.  in  Rhod.  p.  344.x 

a  Paufan.  lib  6.  c,»p.  3  p   458. 

*  Philoftr.  V*t.  Apoil.  lib.  3,  cap.  '  Paufan.  ibid.  p.  313 

Vol.  II.  Y 


30.  p.  iii. 

c  Paufan.  lib.  5  cap.  9.  p.  397. 
d  Id  lib.  6.  cap.  24.  p.  5:4. 
e  JEchin.  hpift.  xi.  p.  aia. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


533 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


After  having  viewed  every  thing  interefting  in  the  city  of 
Elis,  and  in  Cyllene,  which  ferves  it  for  a  harbour,  and  is 
diftant  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  ftadia**,  we  departed 
for  Olympia,  to  which  there  are  two  roads;  one  by  the  plain, 
three  hundred  ftadia  in  length  bf;  and  the  other  by  the  moun- 
tains and  the  little  town  of  Alefium,  where  a  considerable 
fair  is  held  every  month  *.  We  made  choice  of  the  former, 
which  traverfes  a  fertile  and  well  cultivated  country,  wa- 
tered by  various  rivers,  and,  after  taking  a  view  of  Dyfpon- 
tium  and  Letrines  as  we  pafled  k,  we  arrived  at  Olympia. 

This  city,  known  like  wife  by  the  name  of  Pifa  f,  is  fitu- 
tuated  'on  the  right  bank  of  the  Alpheus,  at  the  foot  of  an 
eminence  called  the  Mount  of  Saturn.  The  Alpheus  has  its 
fource  in  Arcadia  m«  It  alternately  appears  and  difappears  *, 
and,  after  receiving  the  waters  of  feveral  rivers  °,  falls  into 
the  adjoining  fea  p. 

Within  the  Altis,  which  is  a  facred*  wo  v'l «,  of  great  ex- 
tent, furronnded  with  wails  r,  are  the  temple  of  Jupiter  and 
that  of  Juno,  the  fenate-houfe,  the  theatre  *,  and  many  other 
beautiful  edifices,  as  alfo  an  innumerable  multitude  of  fta- 
tues. 

The  temple  of  Jupker  was  built  in  the  laft  century  with 
the  fpoils  taken  by  the  Eleans  from  certain  dates  which  had 
revolted  from  their  obedience r  ^  it  is  of  the  Doric  order,  fur- 
rounded  with  columns,  and  conftrufted  with  a  (lone  brought 
from  the  adjoining  quarries,  which,  though  milch  lighter  than 
Parian  marble,  is  .equally  fbining  and  hard  u.     It  is  fixty- 


%  Id.  ibid.  cap.  26.  p.  518. 

"  About  4  leagues  and  a  half. 

fa  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  367.  Paufan.  lib. 
6.  cap.  aa.  p.  510. 

f  ElcYcn  leagues  and  about  one 
third. 

i  Id.  ibid.  p.  341. 

k  Xenoph.  Hith  Grace,  lib.  3.  P. 
491.  Strab.  ibid.  p.  3$  7.  Paufan.  ib. 
p.  510. 

1  Herodot.  lib.  a.  cap.  7.  Pind. 
Olymp.  a,  3.  8,  &c.  Steph.  in  'OAp^j-. 


Ptolem.  p.  xoi. 

m  Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  7.  p.  390. 

n  Id.  lib.  8.  cap.  54.  p.  70*. 

0  Id.  ibid.    Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  344. 

P  Strab.  p.  343. 

*  Pind.  Olymp.  8.  y.  I*.  SchoL 
ibid.     Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  xo.  p.  397. 

r  Paufan.  ibid.  p.  441  et  443. 

5  Xenoph.  Hift.  Gnec*  lib.  7.  p.  630. 

t  Paufan.  ibid.  p.  397, 

u  Id.  ibid.  p.  398.  Plin..lib.  46, 
cap.  17.  t.ii.p.747. 
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eight  feet  high,  two  hundred  and  thirty  long,  and  ninety-five 
broad  *. 

This  edifice  was  built  by  an  able  architect,  named  Lib  on. 
Two  fculptors,  of  equal  (kill,  enriched  the  pediments  of  the 
principal  front  with  learned  and  elegant  ornaments*  In  one 
of  thefe  pediments,  amidft  a  great  number  of  figures,  we  fee 
CEnomau3,and  Pclops  ready  to  difpute,  in  prefence  of  Jupiter* 
the  prize  of  the  race  ;  in  the  other,  the  battle  of  the  Cen- 
taurs and  the  Lapichse  x.  The  gate  by  which  it  is  entered 
is  of  brafe,  as  is ,  that  on  the  oppoflte  fide.  On  both  are 
fculptured  a  part  of  the  labours  of  Hercules  y.  The  roof  is 
covered  with  pieces  of  marble  cut  in  the  fhape  of  tiles.  On 
the  fommit  of  each  pediment  is  a  victory  of  gilt  brafs,  and 
at  each  angle  a  large  vafe  of  the  fame  metal  alfo  gilt. 

The  temple  is  divided  by  columns  into  three  aides  or  por- 
ticos ",  which,  as  well  as  the  veftibule,  contain  a  number  of 
offerings  confecrated  by  piety  and  gratitude  ■  5  but  the  eye, 
overlooking  thefe  objects,  is  rapidly  attracted  to  the  ftatue  and 
throne  of  Jupiter.  This  mafierpiece  of  Phidias,  and  of  the 
art  of  fculpture,  at  the  firft  glance  fills  the  fpeftator  with  an 
admiration  which  can  only  be  increafed  by  a  clofer  examina- 
tion. 

The  figure  of  Jupiter  is  of  gold  and  ivory,  and,  though 
feated,  rifes  almoti  to  the  cteling  of  the  temple b.  In  his 
right  hand  he  holds  a  victory  likewife  of  gold  and  ivory  ;  in 
his  left,  a  fceptre  of  beautiful  workraanfliip,  enriched  with 
various  fpecies  of  metals,  with  an  eagle  on  the  top  of  it  c. 
The  bufkins  are  of  gold,  as  is  the  mantle,  on  which  are  en- 
graven figures  of  animals,  and  flowers,  particularly  the  lily  d. 


•  The  height  about  64  French  feet, 
the  length  2x7,  the  width  90  (or  68, 
23  T,  96  feet  Engliih). 

*  Id.  lib.  5.  cap.  10.  p.  399. 
y  Id.  ibid.  p.  400. 

2  Id.  ibid. 


a  Id.  ibid.  p.  405.    Strab.  lib.  8.  p. 

353- 

i>  Strab.  ibid. 

c  Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  ir.  p.  400, 
Plin.  lib.  34.  cap.  8.  t.  it.  p.  648. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  4°*. 
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The  throne  is  fapported  by  four  feet,  as  well  as  by  inter- 
mediate columns  of  the  fame  height*  The  richeft  materials, 
the  nobleft  arts,  have  all  concurred  in  the  embeUiihmeot  of 
this  throne.  It  is  refplendent  with  gold,  ivory,  ebony,  and 
precious  ft  ones,  aad  is  decorated  in  every  part  with  paintings 
and  baflb-  relievos* 

Four  of  thefe  baflo-rolievos  adorn  the  front  of  <each  of  the 
fore-feet.  The  higheft  reprtfcnts  four  vidories  in  the  atti- 
tude  of  women  dancing  ;  the  fecend,  fphinxes  carrying  away 
the  children  of  the  Thebans  -y  the  thirds  Apollo  and  Diana 
piercing  with  their  darts  the  children  of  Niobe  *  and  in  the 
laft  are  four  other  figures  of  vidory. 

Phidias  has  not  left  the  fmalleft  intervals  without  an  orna- 
ment* On  the  four  beams  which  bind  the  feet  of  the  throne, 
1  enumerated  no  Ins  than  thirty*  (even  figures,  fome  repre- 
senting wreftlers,  others  the  combat  of  Hercules  with  the  A- 
mazons  ••  Over  the  head  of  Jupiter,  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  throne,  we  fee  on  one  fide  the  three  Graces,  whom  he 
had  by  Eurynome,  and  the  three  Seafons,  whom  he  had  by 
Themis  c.  On  the  footftool,  as  alfo  oa  the  bafe  or  eftrade. 
which  fuilaias  this  enormous  mafs,  are  other  baffo-relievos ; 
mod  of  them  executed  in  gold,  and  reprefenting  the  deities  of 
Olympus.  At  the  feet  of  Jupiter  is  this  infeription  f :  I  am 
the  wofi  of  Phidias  the  Athenian^  the  fori  of  Charmide*.  Be- 
sides his  own  name,  the  artift,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  and 
beamy  of  a  young  man,  named  Pantarces  ',  has  engraved  hi* 
name  on  one  of  the  fingers  of  Jupiter  f* 

It  is  not  poflible  to  approach  the  throne  fo  near  as  the  ca- 
rious obferver  might  wi(h.     He  is  Hopped  at  a  certain  dif- 


*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  toIowic. 
e  Id.  ibid.  p.  4C2.    Hcfiod. "  Dcor. 

Gener.  v.  900. 

f  Id*  ibid.  cap.  ie.  p.  397. 
££Clem.  Alex.  Cohort,  p.  47. 

•  This  infeription  was ;  ttdmru%  u 


UaatifuL  Had  this  been  imputed  as  • 
crime  to  Phidias,  he  might  nave  juftir 
fied  himfelf,  by  alleging,  that  it  wa» 
meant  to  be  applied  to  Jupiter;  the 
word  fantmrcrt  really  figniXytog  £t  «£» 
frfUuft  *IL 
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tamoe  by  a  baluftrade  which  cncompaflcs  it  on  every  fide  h, 
and  is  ornamented  with  excellent  paintings  by  Panenus,  a 
pupil  and  relation  of  Phidias,  who  jointly  with  Colotes,  an«- 
other  fcholar  of  this  great  man,  was  employed  to  execute 
feme  of  thexpriocipal  parts  of  this  ft  upend  ous  work  '.  It  is 
laid,  that  after  it  was  completed,  Phidias  took  off  the  veil 
which  covered  it,  confulted  the  public  tafte,  and  corrected 
hU  performance  by  the  opinion  of  the  multitude*. 

The  fpe&ator  can  never  fuificiently  admire  the  grandeur  of 
the  defign,  the  richnefs  of  the  materials,  the  excellence  of  the 
workman&ip,  and  happy  consonance  of  all  its  parts  s  hut  he 
is  ftiU  more  aflonifhed  at  tlie  fublime  expre&on  which  the  ge- 
nius of  the  artift  has  given  to  the  head  and  countenance*  in 
it  the  divine  nature  is  imaged  with  a?l  the  maj?fty  of  power, 
all  the  profundity  of  wifdom,  and  all  the  mildaefs  of  cle- 
mency. Heretofore  artiils  had  reprefented  the  fovereign  of 
the  gods  only  with  ordinary  features,  devoid  of  elevation, 
and  marked  by  no  diftin&i ve  charader  4  -  Phidias  was  the  firft 
who,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreulon,  attained  to  the  divine  ma- 
jefty,  and  added  a  new  motive  to  the  veneration  of  nations, 
by  exhibiting  to  their  fenfes  what  they  bad  before  adored  l+ 
From  what  fource  had  he  derived  thefe  exalted  ideas  ?  Poets 
would  lay  that  he  bad  afcended  into  heaven,  or  that  the  god 
had  come  down  upon  earth  m ;  but  he  himfelf  gave  a  Ampler 
and  a  nobler  anfwer  to  thofe  who  put  to  him  this  que  (lion  n ; 
he  quoted  the  verfes  of  Homer,  in  which  that  poet  fays  that 
a  look  of  Jupiter  fuffices  to  (hake  Olympus  °.  Thefe  verfes, 
by  awaking  in  the  foul  of.  Phidias  the  image  of  the  truly 
beautiful,  of  that  ideal  beauty  which  is  difcoverable  only  by 
the  man  of  genius p,  produced  the  Jupiter  of  Olympian  and 


1>  Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  if.  p.  401.1 
i  Id  ibid.  p.  40a.     Strab.  lib.  8.  f  - 

354.     Plin.  lib.  34.  cap.   8.  t.  ii.   p. 

*57;  lib-  3JvCap.  8.  p.  689. 

k  Lucian.  pro  imag  cap.  14.  t.  ii.  p. 

49*- 
4  QJinul.  inft.  Orat.  fih.  is.  cap. , 


JO.  p.  744.  Liv.lib.  45  cap.  »8. 

m  Anthd.  iib.  4.  cap.  «6.  p.  joi. 

11  Strab.  lib  8  p.  354.  Hut.  in  -ffi. 
mil.  t.  u  p    170.    Valer.  Mai.  Jib.  3. 
cap.  7. 
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p  Ciccr.  Orat.  cap.  2.  t.  i.  p.  421. 
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•whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the  predominant  religion  of 
Greece,  the  Olympian  Jupiter  will  always  remain  a  model 
for  artifts  who  fliall  wifh  worthily  to  reprefent  the  Supreme 
Being, 

The  Eleans  kndw  the  value  of  this  admirable  performance, 
and  ftill  point  out  to  ftrangers  the  workihop  of  Phidias  *. 
They  have  extended  their  bounty  to  the  descendants  of  this 
great  artift,  and  confided  to  them  the  care  of  maintaining  the 
ftatue  in  all  its  fplendour  r.  As  the  temple  and  its  precinct 
arc  fituated  in  a  marlhy  ground,  one  of  the  methods  employ- 
ed to  pfoteft  the  ivory  againft  humidity,  is  by  frequently 
pouring  oil  around  the  foot  of  the  throne,  on  a  part  of  the 
pavement  appropriated  for  the  purpofe ». 
*  From  the  temple  of  Jupiter  we  proceeded  to  that  of  Juno  c, 
which  is  like  wife  of  the  Doric  order,  and  furrounded  with 
columns,  but  much  more  ancient  than  the  former.  Moft  of 
the  ftatues  we  fee  there,  whether  of  gold  or  ivory,  exhibit 
the  rudenefs  of  an  infant  art,  though  rheir  antiquity  does  not 
exceed  three  hundred  years.  We  were  (hown  the  coffer  of 
Cypfelus  u,  in  which  that  prince,  who  afterwards  made  him- 
felf  matter  of  Corinth,  was  (hut  up  from  his  tendcreft  infancy 
by  his  mother,  to  conceal  him  from  the  refearches  of  the 
enemies  of  his  family.  It  is  of  cedar  ;  the  lid  and  the  four 
fides  are  adorned  with  baffo-relievos,  fome  of  them  executed 
in  the  wood  itfelf,  the  others  in  ivory  and  gold  ;  they  repre- 
fent battles,  games,  and  other  fubje&s  relative  to  the  heroic 
ages,  and  are  accompanied  with  inferiptions  in  ancient  cha- 
racters. We  examined  with  pleafure  the  minute  parts  of 
this  work,  as  they  exhibited  the  rude  (late  of  the  arts  in 
Greece  three  centuries  ago. 

Near  this  temple  games  are  celebrated x,  over  which  pre* 
fide  fixteen  women,  felefted  from  the  eight  tribes  of  the  Ele- 
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•as,  and  refpeftable  for  their  virtue  as  well  as  birth.  It  is 
their  duty  to  maintain  two  chorufes  to  fing  hymns  in  honour 
of  Juno,  to  embroider  the  fuperb  veil  which  is  difplajed  on 
the  day  of  the  feftival,  and  to  decree  the  prize  of  runnihg  to 
the  girls  of  El  is.  As  foon  as  the  fignai  is  given,  thefe  youth- 
ful competitors  dart  into  the  courfe  almoft  half  naked,  and 
with  their  hair  floating  on  their  fhoulders :  the  heroine  who 
gains  the  viftory  receives  an  olive  crown,  and  the  ftill  more 
flattering  permiffion  of  placing  her  portrait  in  the  temple  of 
Juno. 

On  leaving  it,  we  vifited  the  avenues  of  the  {acred  pre* 
cinft.  Through  the  plane  and  olive  trees,  which  every  where 
prefent  their  fhades  ?,  we  beheld  on  all  fides  columns,  tro- 
phies, triumphal  cars,  ftatues  without  number,  io  brafs  and 
marble,  fome  of  the  gods,  and  others  of  the  vidors  z  ;  for 
this  temple  of  glory  is  open  only  to  thofe  who  have  a  claim 
to  immortality. 

Several  of  thefe  ftatues  reft  againft  columns,  or  are  placed 
on  pedeftalsi  and  all  of  them  are  accompanied  with  infcrip* 
tions  fpecifying  the  motives  of  their  confecration.  We  faw 
more  than  forty  ftatues  of  Jupiter  by  different  hands,  the  of- 
ferings of  nations  or  individuals,  fome  twenty-feven  feet  in 
height  a.  Thofe  of  the  athletes  are  extremely  numerous ; 
they  have  been  placed  here  either  by  themfelves  b,  their  na- 
tive cities  %  or  by  nations  of* whom  they  had  merited  well d. 

Thefe  monuments,  tfhich  have  greatly  multiplied  in  four 
centuries,  prefent,  as  it  were,  thofe  who  have  obtained  them 
to  the  admiration  of  poflerity.  They  are  expofed  every  fourth 
year  to  the  vfcw  of  an  incredible  concourfe  of  fpe&ators  from 
all  countries,  who  repair  hither  to  witnefs  the  glory  of  the 
victors,  to  hear  the  recital  of  their  combats,  and  with  tran- 


y  Paufan.  5.  cap.  16.  p.  450.  Phlegm  I  *  Paufaa.  ibid.  cap.  1*4.  p.  440. 

4e  Otymp.  in  Thef.  Amiq.  Oriec.  t.  iz.  J  b  Paufan*  lib.  6.  p.  497. 
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fport  to  point  out  to  each  other  fuch  as  they  are  proud  t» 
rank  in  the  number  of  their  fellow-citiaens.  What  bappinefe 
for  humanity  were  fuch  a  fm&uary  open  only  to  virtuous 
men !  No,  I  miftake ;  it  would  foon  be  violated  by  intrigue 
and  hypocrify,  to  which  the  applaufe  and  veneration  of  the 
people  is  infinitely  more  neceffary  than  to  virtue. 

Whilft  we  were  admiring  thefe  works  of  fculpture,  and 
obferving  the  progrefs  and  laft  efforts  of  this  art,  our  guides 
am u fed  us  with  long  narrations,,  and  gave  u6  many  anecdotes 
of  the  perfons  whofe  refemblance  we  had  before  us*  'SVfter 
di reeling  our  attention  to  two  brazen  cars,  in  one  of  which 
was  jGelon  king  of  Syracufe,  and  in  the  other  Hieron  his  bro- 
ther and  fucctffor*:  Ne*r  Gelon,  added  they,  you  fee  the 
ftatue  of  Cleomedes  ;  this  atbleta,  having  unfortunately  flain 
his  adverfary  in  wrefthng,  the  judges,  by  way  of  punifiimejit, 
withheld  from  him  the  crown,  with  which  he  was  fo  affli&ed 
that  he  loft  his  reafon.  Some  time  after  he  entered  a  houfe 
appropriated  to  the  education  of  youth,  feizeda  column  which 
fup ported  the  roof,  and  overturned  it.  Near  fixty  children 
periihed  under  the  ruins  of  the  building  '••  ,,  **" 

There  is  the  ftatue  of  another  athlcta,  named  Timanthes. 
In  his  old  age  he  contiuued  daily  to  exercife  himfelf  with  his 
bow ;  but  being  obliged  to  fufpend  this  exercife  during  a  jour* 
ney,  he  found  his  ftrength  fo  diminilhed  at  his  return  as  to 
be  unable  to  re  fume  it,  on  which  he  prepared  his  own  funeral 
pile,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the  flames  *• 

That  mare,  of  which  you  fee  the  figure,  was  fUrnamed 
the  Wind,  on  account  of  her  wonderful  fpeed.  One  day, 
when  (he  was  running  in  the  courfe,  Philotas,  who  rode  her, 
happened  to  fall ;  but  (he  continued  the  race,  doubled  the 
-pillar,  and  flopped  when  (he  came  to  the  judges,  who  decreed 
the  crown  to  her  matter,  and  permitted  him  to  be  reprcfented 
here  with  the  partner  of  his  viftory  h. 

^ ■    ■    ■     ■""     '■ ■'  "  .  .       .    .        .  ...      ii  i-  i  unm, 

«  Id*  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  473.  cap.  is.  p.  I      *  Id  ibid,  cap  8.  p.  471. 
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This  wreftkr  was  named  Glaucus  l.  When  jonng  and  em- 
ployed in  tilling  the  ground,  his  father  perceived,  with  afto- 
nifhment,  that  to  drive  in  the  plough- Qure  which  had  got 
loofe,  he  made  ufe  of  his  hand  as  he  would  of  a  hammer, 
Xhis  fuggefted  to  him  the  idea  of  bringing  him  here,  where 
be  propofed  him  for  the  combat  of  the  ceftus.  Glaucus  be- 
ing preffcd  by  an  antagonist,  wio  alternately  employed  ad- 
drefs  and  ftrength,  was  on  the  point  of  yielding  the  conteft, 
when  his  father  called  out  to  him,  Strike,  fon,  as  you  would 
on  the  plough ;  on  which  the  youth  redoubled  his  blows,  and 
was  proclaimed  vi&or. 

The  next  is  the  flatue  of  Theagenes,  who,  at  the  different 
games  of  Greece,  it  is  faid,  obtained  the  prize  twelve  hun- 
dred times,  at  running,  wreftlmg,  and  other  exercifes  *.  Af- 
ter bis  death,  the  ftatue  e reded  to  him  by  the  city  of  Thafos, 
his  native  country,  ftiil  excited  the  jealouty  of  a  rival  of 
Theagenes  j  every  night  he  came  to  fatiate  his  vengeance  on 
the  bra(s,  and  fo  ihook  it  by  his  repeated  blows,  that  he 
threw  it  down,  and  was  cruihed  under  it :  the  ftatue  was 
brought^«>a  regular  trial,  and  thrown  into  the  fea.  The 
city  of  Thafos  being  afterwards  afflicted  with  a  famine,  the 
oracle  of  Delphi  was  confulted ;  which  replied,  that  they  had 
negleSed  the  memory  of  Theagenes  !.  Divine  honours  were 
confequently  decreed  to  him,  after  they  had  recovered  the  fta- 
tue from  the  water,  and  replaced  it  on  its  b-ife  *. 

That  other  athleta  bore  his  ftatue  on  his  fhoulders,  and 
conveyed  it  to  this  place.  «H*  was  the  celebrated  Milo,  the 
fame  who  in  a  war  between  the  inhabitants  of  Croton,  his 
native  country,  and  the  Sybarites,  was  placrd  at  the  head  of 
the  troops,  and  gained  a  fignal  ViSory.  He  appeared  in  the 
battle  with  a  club,  and  the  odher  infignia  of  Hercules,  re- 


ft Panfan.  lib.  6.  cap.  13.  p  475.        I      *  The  worfhip  of  Theagenes  after, 
k  P  ut.  d<*  Reif .  Ger.  Prx.ept  t.  ii.  |  wards  became  more  czrenfive;  recourfe 
p.  81 1    Paufan.  ibid  cap.  1 1  p.  477.    I  was  ha  I  to  him  more  efpeciallj  in  fide* 
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calling  that  hero  to  the  memory  of  the  combatants  by  his  ap- 
pearance *•  He  often  triumphed  at  our  games  and  thofe  of 
Delphi,  and  made  frequent  trials  of  his  prodigious  ftrength. 
Sometimes  he  placed  himfelf  on  a  quoit  with  oil  poured  on  it 
to  render  it  more  flippery,  and  the  moft  violent  fhccks  were 
unable  to  ftir  him  ° :  at  ether  times  he  would  hold  a  pome- 
granate, and,  without  crufliing  it,  keep  his  hand  fo  clofe, 
that  the  moft  vigorous  Hthletae  tried  in  vain  to  wreft  it  from 
bim,  by  forcing  open  his  fingers ;  but  his  miftrefs  made  him 
quit  his  hold  °.  It  is  likewife  told  of  him,  that  he  made  the 
circuit  of  the  ftadium  with  an  ox  on  his  moulders  p  ;  that  be- 
ing one  day  in  a  houfe  with  fome  difciples  of  Pythagoras,  he 
faved  their  lives  by  fuftaining  the  column  which  fupported 
the  roof,  and  was  on  the  point  of  falling  q  ;  and  that  in  his 
old  age  he  became  the  prey  of  wild  beads,  his  hands  being 
caught  in  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  which  had  been  partly  fplit  by 
wedges,  while  he  attempted  completely  to  divide  it r. 

We  next  faw  fome  columns  on  which  were  engraven  trea- 
ties of  alliance  between  different  ftates  of  Greece  s :  they 
were  depofited  here  that  they  might  be  held  more  facrcd.  But 
all  thefe  treaties  have  been  violated,  with  the  oaths  by  which 
they  were  confirmed  ;  arid  the  remaining  columns  do  but  tef- 
tify  the  melancholy  truth,  that  poliflied  nations  never  are  lefs 
fincere  than  when  they  engage  to  live  in  peace. 

To  the  north  of  the  temple  of  Juno,  at  the  foot  of  Moont 
Saturn  %  is  a  caufeway  which  extends  as  far  as  the  courfe, 
on  which  feveral  Greek  dates  and  foreign  nations  have  erect- 
ed edifices  known  by  the  name  of  treafuries.  Similar  repo- 
sitories are  feen  at  Delphi,  but  they  are  filled  with  precious 
offerings.,  whilft  thofe  of  Olympia  contain  nothing  but  ftatues 
and  monuments  in  a  bad  tafte,  or  of  little  value.     When  we 
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inquired  the  reafon  of  this  difference,  one  of  the  guides  an- 
£ wered,  We  have  an  oracle  it  is  true,  but  it  is  in  no  great 
crredit,  and  will  foon  poffibly  be  filent  u.  Two  or  three  pre- 
didions,  juftified  by  the  event,  have  procured  to  that  of 
Delphi  the  confidence  of  a  few  fovereigns,  and  the  example 
of  their  liberality  has  been  followed  by  all  nations. 
*  In  the  mean  time  the  people  were  thronging  to  Olympia  *. 
By  fea  and  land,  from  all  parts  of  Greece,  and  from  the  moil 
diftant  countries,  multitudes  were  haftening  to  be  prefent  at 
tliefe  feftivals,  which  in  celebrity  infinitely  furpafs  all  other 
folemnities,  notwith (landing  they  are  deftitute  of  a  charm 
Tvhicl)  would  render  them  more  brilliant.  Women  are  not 
admitted  to  them,  on  account,  doubtlefs,  of  the  nudity  of  the 
athletae.  The  law  excluding  them  is  fo  fevere,  that  every 
female  who  dares  to  violate  it  is  thrown  from  the  fummit  of 
a  rock7.  Tet  the  priefteffes  of  a  temple  have  an  appointed 
place  z,  and  may  be  prefent  at  certain  exercifes. 

The  firft  day  of  the  games  falls  on  the  eleventh  of  the 
month  Hecatombaeon,  which  begins  with  the  new  moon  fol- 
lowing the  fummer  folftice;  they  continue  five  days,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  laft,  which  is  the  time  of  the  full  moon,  the 
folemn  proclamation  is  made  of  the  names  and  country  of  the 
vidors a.  They  opened  in  the  evening  *  with  feveral  facri* 
fices  offered  up  on  altars  creeled  in  honour  of  different  deities, 
either  in  or  near  the  temple  of  Jupiter  b.  All  were  adorned 
with  feftoons  and  garlands c,  and  all  fucceffively  fprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  the  victims*.    The  firft  facrifice  was  of- 


u  Xenoph.  Hid.  Grace,  lib.  4  p  533. 
Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  353. 
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f  ercd  on  the  grand  altar  of  Jupiter,  fituated  between  the  tem- 
ple of  Juno  and  the  precin&of  Pelops*.  This  is  the  prin- 
cipal objeft  of  national  devotion  ;  there  the  Eleans  offer  daily 
facrifices,  and  foreigners  at  all  feafoos  of  the  year.  It  Hands 
on  a  large  fqnare  bafe,  the  afcent  to  which  is  by  ftone  fteps. 
On  it  is  a  fort  of  terrace,  on  which  the  vi&ims  are  facrificed ; 
and  in  the  middle  is  the  altar,  which  is  twenty-two  feet  in 
height;  the  afcent  to  the  npper  part  of  it  is  by  fteps  formed 
by  the  aflies  of  the  viftims,  kneaded  with  the  water  of  the 
Alpheus. 

The  ceremonies  were  continued  till  the  night  was  far  ad- 
vanced; and  were  performed  to  the  found  of  inftrnments,  and 
by  the  light  of  the  moon,  which  was  near  its  full,  with  a  re- 
gularity and  magnificence,  which  at  once  infpires  a  ftoni  fo- 
ment and  refped.  At  midnight,  as  foon  as  thefe  were  ended, 
molt  of  the  perfons  prefent,  with  an  earneftnefs  which  never 
ceafes  during  the  whole  time  of  the  reftivals  f,  went  inftaot- 
]y  to  take  their  places  in  the  courfe,  the  better  to  enjoy  the 
lj>e&acle  of  the  games,  which  were  to  commence  at  daty- 
break. 

The  Olympic  courfe  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  Radium 
and  the  hippodromus  *.  The  ftadium  is  a  caufeway  fix  hun- 
dred feet  long  *  h,  and  of  a  proportionable  width ;  this  is  the 
place  for  the  foot  races,  and  moft  of  the  combats.  Tbe  hip- 
podromus is  appropriated  to  races  of  chariots  and  horfes. 
One  fide  of  it  ft  retches  along  a  hill ;  the  other  fide,  which  is 
fomething  longer,  is  formed  by  a  caufeway  * :  it  is  fix  hun- 
dred feet  broad,  and  twelve  hundred  long  k  f,  and  is  feparated 
from  the  ftadium  by  a  building  called  a  barrier.  This  is  a 
portico,  in  front  of  which  is  a  fpacious  court,  in  the  form  of 


e  Id.  ibid.  p.  409. 
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the  prow  of  a  fiiip,  the  walls  of  which  approach  each  other, 
and  having  an  opening  at  the  extremity  large  enough  to  per- 
mit feveral  chariots  to  enter  abreaft.  In  the  infidt  of  this 
court  are  erefted,  in  different  parallel  lines,  outhoufes  for  the 
chariots  and  horfes  !.  Thefe  are  dtawn  for  by  lot,  fome  be- 
ing  more  advantageoufly  fituated  than  others.  The  ftadium 
and  the  hippodromus  are  decorated  with  flat  ties,  altars,  and 
other  monuments  m,  to  which  were  affixed  the  lift  and  order 
of  the  combats  to  be  exhibited  during  the  feftivals  a. 

The  order  of  the  combats  has  fome  times  varied  6f:  the 
general  rul^  obferved  at  prefent  is  to  dedicate  the  morning  to 
what  are  called  the  lighter  exercifes,  fuch  as  races  of  every 
kind  ;  and  the  afternoon  to  thofe  which  are  termed  heavy  or 
violent ',  as  wreftling,  pugilliftic  combats,  &c.  *». 

At  the  firft  dawn  of  day  we  repaired  to  the  (ladium,  which 
was  already  filled  with  athletse,  exercifrng  themfelves  in  pre* 
paratpry  fkirmiQies r,  and  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  fpec- 
tators  ;  while  others,  in  ftill  greater  numbers,  were  ftation- 
ing  themfelves  confufedly  on  a  hill  in  form  of  an  amphi- 
theatre above  the  courfe.  Chariots  were  flying  over  the 
plain :  on  all  fides  was  heard  the  found  of  trumpets,  and  the 
neighing  of  horfes  mingled  with  the  fhouts  of  the  multitude. 
But  when  we  were  able  to  divert  our  eyes  for  a  moment  from 
this  fpedtacle,  and  to  contrail  with  the  tumultuous  agitations 
of  the  public  joy  the  repofe  and  filence  of  nature,  how  de- 
lightful were  the  impreffions  we  experienced  from  the  fere- 
nity  of  the  iky,  the  delightful  coolnefs  of  the  air,  the  Al- 
pheus,  which  here  forms  a  magnificent  canal  *,  and  the  fertile 
fields  receiving  new  embellilhments  from  the  firft  rays  of  the 
fun! 

A  moment  after  we  faw  the  athletae  fufpend  their  exercifes, 
and  take  the  road  to  the  facred  precinct.     We  followed  them, 


1  Id.  ibid.  cap.  20.  p.  J03. 
m  Id.  ibid. 
' n  Dion.  lib.  79.  p.  1359.' 
0  Paufan  lib.  5.  cap.  9.'  p.  396. 
•  Sec  note  at  the  cad  of  the  volume. 
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and  faw  in  the  chamber  of  the  fenate  the  eight  prefidents  of 
the  games  dreffed  in  rich  habits  and  all  the  infignia  of  their 
dignity '.  Here,  at  the  foot  of  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter,  and  on 
the  bleeding  members  of  the  victims  u,  the  athletae  called  the 
gods  to  witnefs  that  they  had  been  exercifed  ten  months  at  the 
combats  in  which  they  were  about  to  engage.  They  folemn- 
ly  vowed  not  to  employ  unfair  means,  but  to  conduct  them- 
felves  with  honour.  Their  relations  and  inftruftors  likewife 
took  the  fame  oath  x. 

This  ceremony  ended,  we  returned  to  the  ftadium.  The 
athlete  entered  the  barrier  at  the  hither  end  of  it,  ftripped 
off  all  their  clothes,  put  bufkins  on  their  feet,  and  had  their 
whole  bodies  rubbed  with  oil T.  Subordinate  officers  were 
flationed  on  all  fides,  both  in  the  courfe  and  amongft  the  nu- 
merous crowd  of  fpeftators,  to  preferve  order  z. 

When  the  prefidents  had  taken  their  places,  a  herald  pro- 
claimed :  "  Let  the  runners  in  the  ftadium  advance  *."  A 
great  number  inftantly  appeared,  and  flationed  themfelves  in 
a  line,  according  to  the  rank  affigned  them  by  lot b.  The  he- 
rald recited  their  names,  and  the  country  whence  they  camec  : 
if  any  of  thefe  names  had  been  rendered  illuftrious  by  fome 
preceding  victory,  they  were  received  with  the  loudeft  ap- 
plaufes.  After  the  herald  had  added,  **  Can  any  one  re- 
proach thefe  athleta  with  having  been  in  bonds,  or  of  lead- 
ing an  irregular  life  d  ?"  there  reigned  a  profound  fiJence,  and 
I  felt  myfelf  animated  by  the  fame  intereft  which  actuated 
every  heart,  and  which  is  not  to  be  experienced  in  the  fpec- 
tacles  of  other  nations.  Inftead  of  beholding,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  lifts,  a  number  of  the  populace  about  to  contend 
for  a  few  olive  leaves,  I  no  longer  faw  any  but  free  men, 


c  Fabr.  Agon.  lib.  r.  cap.  19.       ' 
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who,  intruded  with  the  glory  e  or  difgrace  of  their  country, 
by  the  unanimous  confent  of  Greece,  were  expofing  them- 
felves  to  the  alternative  of  contempt  or  honour,  in  prefence 
of  many  thoufand  witneffes  f,  ready  to  return  home  with  the 
names'  of  the  viftors  and  the  vanquifhed.  Hope  and  fear  were 
depi&ed  in  the  anxious  countenances  of  the  fpe&atore ;  and 
their  fenfations  became  more  lively  as  the  moment  approach- 
ed which  was  to  decide  their  doubts.  This  moment  arrived. 
The  trumpet  gave  the  fignal  *  ;  the  runners  fet  off,  and  like 
lightning  reached  the  goal,  where  fat  the  prefidents  of  the 
games.  The  herald  proclaimed  the  name  of  Porus  of  Gy- 
rene b,  which  was  re-echoed  by  a  thoufand  voices* 

The  honour  which  he  obtained  is  the  fir  ft  and  mod  fplendid 
a  of  thofe  decreed  at  the  Olympic  games,  the  fimple  race  of 
the  ftadium  being  the  mod  ancient  of  any  that  are  pra&ifed 
af  thefe  feftivals  i :  in  procefs  of  time  it  has  been  much  di- 
versified. We  faw  it  fucceffively  performed  by  children  fcarce- 
ly  in  their  twelfth  year  k,  and  by  men  who  ran  with  a  helmet 
and  buckler,  and  a  fort  of  bufkins  '. 

On  the  following  days,  other  champions  were  called  upon 
to  run  the  double  ftadium,  that  is,  after  reaching  the  extre- 
mity and  doubling  the  goal,  they  were  to  return  to  the  place 
of  their  departure  m.  Thefe  were  followed  by  athletae,  who 
ran  twelve  times  the  length  of  the  ftadium  n.  Some  were 
competitors  in  feveral  of  thefe  exercifes,  and  carried  off  more 
than  one  prize  °.  Among  the  incidents  which  at  intervals 
awakened  the  attention  of  the  aftembly,  we  faw  fome  of  the 
runners  make  off,  and  efcape  from  the  infults  of  the  fpe&a- 
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tors ;  and  others,  on  the  point  of  attaining  the  fummit  of 
their  withes,  fuddenly  fall  on  a  flippery  piece  of  ground. 
Some  again  were  pointed  out  to  us,  who  fcarcely  left  the  ira- 
prcffion  of  their  feet?..  Two  men  of  Croton  long  kept  the 
multitude  in  fufpenfe  ;  they  had  got  greatly  the  dart  of  their 
adverfaries,  when  one  of  them  having  pufhed  the  other  down, 
a  general  outcry  was  raifed  againft  him,  and  he  was  deprived 
of  the  honour  of  the  vi&ory ;  for  fuch  methods  of  procur- 
ing it  are  exprefsly  prohibited  %  the  fpedators  alone  being 
allowed  to  animate  bv  their  fhouts  the  runners  in  whofe  fuc- 
cefs  they  are  interefted  r. 

The  vi&ors  could  only  be  crowned  on  the  laft  day  of  the 
feftivals  *  ;  but  at  the  end  of  the  race  they  received,  or  ra- 
ther carried  off  a  temporary  palm  f.  This  moment  was  the 
commencement  of  a  feries  of  triumphs.  Every  one  throng- 
ed to  fee  and  congratulate  them  ;  their  relations,  friends,  and 
countrymen,  {bedding  tears  of  tendernefs  and  joy,  lifted  them 
on  their  (boulders  to  (how  them  to  the  crowd,  and  held  them 
up  to  the  appkufes  of  the  whole  aflembly,  who  ftrewed  hand- 
fuls  of  flowers  over  them  u. 

The  next  day  we  repaired  early  to  the  hippodromus,  where 
horfe  and  chariot  races  were  to  be  held.  Thcfe  can  only  take 
place  between  the  rich,  as  they  require  a  very  great  expence  x. 
Through  all  Greece  individuals  make  a  itudy  and  a  merit  of 
breeding  the  fpecies  of  horfes  proper  for  the  courfe,  and  of 
preparing  and  bringing  thgm  into  the  lifts  at  the  public 
games  y.  As  the  candidates  for  thefe  prizes  are  not  obliged 
perfonally  to-  contend  for  them,  fovercigns  and  republics  fre- 
quently rank  themfelves  among  the  competitors,  ictrufting 
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their  glory  to  able  horfemen.  In  the  lift  of  vi&ors  we  find 
Theron,  king  of  Agrigentum ;  Gclon  and  Hiero,  kings  of 
Syracufe  *  ;  Archelaus,  king  of  Macedon  ;  Paufanias,  king 
of  Lacedaemon  ;  and  many  others,  as  well  as  feveral  Gre- 
cian cities.  It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that  fuch  rivals 
inuft  excite  the  warmed  emulation.  Individuals  not  only  at- 
tempt to  equal,  but  even  fometimes  furpafs,  the  magnificence 
they  difplay.  It  is  flill  remembered,  that  at  the  games  in 
which  Alcibiades  was  crowned,  feven  chariots  entered  the 
eourfe  in  the  name  of  that  celebrated  Athenian,  and  that  three 
of  them  obtained  the  firft,  fecond,  and  fourth  prizes  *. 

Whilft  we  were  waiting  for  the  fignal,  the  perfons  near  us 
directed  our  attention  to  a  brafs  dolphin  placed  at  the  entrance 
of  the  lifts,  and  an  eagle  of  the  fame  metal  refting  on  an  al- 
tar in  the  middle  of  the  barrier.  We  prefently  faw  the  dol- 
phin fink  and  hide  itfelf  in  the  ground,  and  the  eagle  rife  up 
with  its  wings  fpread,  and  fhow  itfelf  to  the  fpectators  b  :  a 
number  of  horfemen  then  darted  forward  into  the  hippodro- 
mus,  faffed  by  us  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  turned 
round  the  goal  at  the  extremity,  fome  flackening  and.  others 
increafing  their  fpeed,  till  one  of  them  redoubling  his  efforts, 
left  behind  him  his  mortified  antagonifts. 

The  victor  had  contended  for  the  prize  in  the  name  of 
Philip,  king  of  Macedon,  who  afpired  to  every  fpecies  of 
glory,  and  that  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  he  entreated  For-; 
tune  to  temper  her  favours  by  fome  adverfe  accident  €  :  for 
within  the  fpace  of  a  few  days  he  had  gained  this  victory  at 
the  Olympic  games  ;  Farmenio,  one  of  his  generals,  had  de- 
feated the  IUyrians  ;  and  his  wife  Olympias  was  brought  to 
bed  of  a  fon,  the  celebrated  Alexander4. 

After  fome  athletae,  who  had  fcarcely  attained  the  age  of 
•manhood,  had  run  the  fame  eourfe  c,  it  was  filled  by  a  num- 
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479.  Plut-  Apophth.  Lac.  t.  ii.  p.  230. 
Sulin.  cap.  9  p.  a6. 

a  Thucyd.  1.  6.  c.  16.  Ifocr.  de  Bigis, 
f.  437.     Plyr.  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p.  196 


b  Paufan.  lib.  6.  cap.  10.  p.  503. 
c  Plut.  Apnphth.  t.  ii.  p.  fjj. 
d  Id.  in  Alex.  t.  i.  p.  666.    Joftirf. 
lib.  12.  cap.  16.  . 

c  Paulan,  lib.  fi  cap.  a.  p.  45J, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


354  TRAVELS  IN  GREECE, 

ber  of  chariots  following  each  other.  In  one' race  they  were 
drawn  by  two  horfes  f,  in  another  by  two  mares,  and  in  the 
laft  by  four  horfes*  which  is  the  mod  fplendid  and  glorious 
of  all. 

To  obtain  a  better  fight  of  the  preparations,  we  went  with- 
in the  barrier,  where  we  faw  feveral  magnificent  chariots 
kept  in  by  ropes,  which  extended  along  each  range,  and  which 
were,  to  be  let  fall  one  after  the  other  *•  The  perfbns  who 
drove  them  were  drcfied  only  in  a  light  fluff.  Their  oraxf- 
ers,  wbofe  ardour  they  could  fcarcely  reftrain,  attracted  every 
eye  by  their  beauty,  and  fome  alfo  by  the  victories  they  had 
already  gained  K  As  foon  as  the  fignal  was  given,  they  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  fecond  line  *,  anid  joining  in  this  manner 
the  other  lines,  they  all  formed  but  one  front  at  the  ftarting 
place  of  the  courfe.  In  an  inftant  we  (Saw  them  covered  with 
duft  k,  croffing  and  joftling  each  other,  and  driving  along  their 
chariots  with  fuch  rapidity  that  the  eye  could  fcarcely  fol- 
low. Their  impetuofity  redoubled  when  they  came  to  the 
ftatue  of  a  genius,  who  is  faid  to  infpire  them  with  a  fccret 
terror !,  and  Hill  tnore  increased  on  hearing  the  drill  found 
of  the  trumpets  m,  placed  near  a  certain  boundary,  famous 
for  the  accidents  it  occafions.  This  ftretches  acrofs  the  courfe, 
and  a  narrow  pafs  only  is  left  for  the  chariots,  which  often 
baffles  the  {kill  of  the  drivers.  The  danger  is  the  more  im- 
minent, as  this  boundary  muft  be  doubled  no  left  than  twelve 
times  ;  for  they  are  required  to  run  twelve  times  the  length 
of  the  hippodromus  in  going  and  returning0* 

At  each  time  of  paffing  it  fome  accident  happened  that  ex- 
cited pity,  or  infulting  laughter,  from  the  aflembly.  Some 
chariots  had  been  hurried  out  of  the  lifts  5  others  had  beea 
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dafiicd  to  pieces,  and  the  courfe  was  covered  with  their  frag* 
ments,  which  added  to  the  dinger  of  the  race.  But  five 
competitors  now  remained,  a  Theffalian,  a  Libyan,  a  Synu 
eufan,  a  Corinthian,  and  a  Theban.  The  three  flrft  were  on 
the  point  of  doubling  the  boundary  for  the  laft  time,  when 
the  Theffalian,  flriking  againft  it :°,  fell  entangled  among  the 
reins ;  and  whilft  bis  horfes  Were  rolling  over  thofe  of  the 
Liibyan,  who  was  clofe  to  him,  the  horfes  of  the  Syracufan 
plunged  into  a  ditch  on  the  edge  of  the  courfe  p.  The  hip- 
podromus  refounded  with  loud  (bouts  and  piercing  cries.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Corinthian  and  Theban  came  up,  feized 
the  favourable  moment,  patted  the  boundary,  goaded  their 
fiery  fteeds,  and  prefented  themfelves  to  the  judges,  who  de- 
creed the  firft  prize  to  the  Corinthian,  and  the  fecond  to  the 
Theban. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  feftival,  and  in  the  vacant 
moments  of  the  day,  we  quitted  the  hurry  of  the  courfe,  and 
vifited  the  environs  of  Olympia.  Sometimes  we  amufed  our- 
felves  with  obferving  th»  theoria  or  deputations,  who  came 
to  oflfer  to  Jupiter  the  homage  of  almoft  all  the  nations  of 
Oreece  q  :  fometimes  we  admired  the  addrefs  and  aftivity  of 
the  foreign  traders,  who  reforted  hither  to  expofe  to  fale  their 
rderchandife  r ;  and  at  others,  were  prefent  at  thofe  ceremo- 
nies by  which  particular  cities  conferred  marks  of  diftin&ion 
on  each  other '.  For  this  purpofe  they  had  pailed  edids, 
mutually  decreeing  crowns  and  ftatues,  which  were  read  at 
the  Olympic  games,  to  render  their  gratitude  as  public  as  the 
favours  they  had  received. 

Walking  one  day  befide  the  Arpheus,  the  banks  of  which, 
(haded  with  various  kinds  of  trees,  were  covered  with  tents 
of  different  colours  *,.  we  few  a  handfome  youth  throwing  iti* 


°  SophocL  in  Ele&r.  ▼.  747. 
•  P  Mem.  de  V  Acad,  dct  Bell.  Lcttr. 
1. 11.  p.  38$. 

4  Dinar,  in  I^moftb.  p.  100.    rau- 
fen.  hb.  5.  cap.  15.  p.  414. 


'    r  Cicer.  Tufcul.  lib.  5.  cap.  3.  t.  iu 

p.  $*2. 

•  Demofth.  de  Cor.  p.  487. 
1  Asdocid.  "*  Alcib.  p.  33. 
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to  the  river  pieces  of  a  palm  branch  that  he  held  in  his  hancf, 
and  accompanying  this  offering  with  fecret  vows.  He  had  juft 
gained  the  prize  of  running,  and  was  fcarcel y  in  his  third  luf- 
trum.  On  our  queftioning  him,  he  anfwered,  Alpheus,  whofe 
copious  and  limpid  waters  fertilize  this  country,  was  a  hunt- 
er of  Arcadia  u  ;  he  fighed  for  Arethufa,  who  led  him,  and 
to  efcape  from  his  purfuit  took  refuge  in  Sicily.  She  was 
changed  into  a  fountain,  and  he  into  a  river  ;  'but  as  his  love 
was  not  extinguifhed,  the  gods,  to  crown  his  conftancy,  grant- 
ed him  a  paflage  through  the  fea,  and  permitted  him  to  unite 
with  Arethufa.  The  youth,  as  he  ended  thefe  words, 
fighed. 

We  frequently  returned  to  the  facred  precinft.  Here  the 
athleUe  who  had  not  yet  entered  the  lifts  were  endeavouring 
to  difcover  their  deftiny  in  the  entrails  of  the  victims  x.  There 
trumpeters,  feated  on  a  great  altar,  were  contending  for  the 
prize,  the  fole  object  of  their  ambition  *.  Further  on  a  crowd 
of  ftrangers,  ranged  around  a  portico,  were  liftening  to  aa 
sccho  which  repeated  their  words  fevgn  -times  z.  Every  where 
we  had  before  our  eyes  fignal  examples  of  vanity  and  often- 
tation ;  for  thefe  games  attra&  not  only  thofe  who  have  al- 
ready acquired  celebrity,  but  all  who  wilh  to  diftinguift 
themfelves  by  their  talents,  their  knowledge,  or  their  riches*. 
Hither  they  refort  to  exhibit  themfelves  to  the  multitude, 
ever  eager  to  run  after  thofe  who  pofleb,  or  afied  to  poffefs, 
fuperiority. 

After  the  battle  of  Salamis,  Themiftocles  appeared  in  the 
midft  of  the  ftadium,  which  inftantly  rang  with  fliouts  of 
applaufe.  The  games  were  negle&ed,  and  all  eyes  fixed  on 
him  during  the  whole  day  :  with  exclamations  of  joy  and  ad- 

. miration,  they  pointed  out  to  ftrangers  the  man  who  had  fav- 

« 

"  Id. -ibid.  lib.  5.  cap.  7.  p.  390.        I      z  Plut.  dc  Garrul.  t.  ii.p.  50a.  Pao- 
x  Pindar.  Olymp.  8.  v.  3.     Schol.  |  fan.  ibid 
ibid.  \  Ifocr.  dc  Bigis,  p.  436. 

y  Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  %i.  p.  434.      | 
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ed  Greece ;  and  Themiftocles  himfelf  acknowledged  this  to 
be  the  nobleft  day  of  his  life  b. 

We  were  likewife  informed  that  Plato  was  honoured  in 
nearly  the  fame  manner  at  the  lad  Olympiad.  When  he  ap- 
peared at  the  games,  the  whole  aflembly  viewed  him  with  de- 
light, and  teftified  their  joy  at  his  prefence  by  the  moft  flat- 
tering expreffions  c. 

We  were  witneffes  to  a  ft  ill  more  affecting  fcene.  An  old 
man  was  looking  for  a  place,  and  after  in  vain  attempting  to 
find  one  on  feveral  benches,  from  which  he  was  repulfed  with 
offenfive  pleafantries,  he  came  to  that  of  the  Lacedaemoniaas  ; 
"when  immediately  all  the  youth,  and  moft  of  the  men,  re- 
fpe&fully  rofe,  and  offered  him  their  feats.  The  loudeft  plam- 
.  dits  were  inftantly  heard  on  all  fides  ;  upon  which  the  old 
man  could  not  refrain  from  faying,  "  All  the  Greeks  kn?w 
the  rules  of  decorum,  but  the  Lacedaemonians  pra&ife 
themA" 

Within  the  circle  I  faw  a  pupil  of  Zeuxis  the  painter, 
who,  after  the  example  of  his  mailer  %  was  walking  in  a. 
magnificent  purple  robe,  on  which  his  name  was  inferibed  in, 
golden  letters.  The  people  every  where  cried  out  to  himf 
Thou  mayeft  imitate  the  vanity  of  Zeuxis,  but  thou  art  not 
Zeuxis. 

I  faw  a  Cyrenean  and  a  Corinthian,  one  of  whom  enumer- 
ated his  riches,  while  the  other  difplayed  a  long  lift  of  an- 
ceftors.  The  Cyrenean  appeared  offended  at  the  oftentation 
of  his  neighbour,  while  the  latter  laughed  at  the  pride  of  the 
Cyrenean. 

1  likewife  faw  an  Ionian,  who  with  very  moderate  abilities 
had  fucceeded  in  a  negociation  confided  to  him  by  his  coun- 
try. -  He  had  in  his  favour  that  refpeft  which  fools  always 
entertain  for  upftarts.     One  of  his  friends  left  him  to  whif- 


b  Plut.  in  Themift.  t.  i.p.  120.  Id  Plut.  Apophth.  Lac  t.  ii.  p.  a;tf. 

c  Ncaoth.  ap.  Lacrt.  lib.  3.  $  15.      |      c  Plin.  lib.  35.  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  691. 
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per  me  in  the  ear,  that  he  never  could  have  thought  it  to  eafp 
to  become  a  great  man. 

Not  far  from  thence  was  a  fophift,  holding  a  vefiel  filled 
with  perfumes,  and  a  large  comb,  as  if  going  fo  the  baths. 
.  After  laughing  at  the  impertinence  of  others,  he  mounted  an 
one  of  the  fides  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  placed  hixn&lf  in 
the  middle  of  the  colonnade  f,  and  from  .that  eleyated  ftation 
cried  out  to  the  people,  You  fee  this  ring,  I  engraved  it ;  this 
vefiel  and  comb  I  made  rayfelf ;  my  buikins,  my  cloak,  my 
tonic  and  £aih,  are  all  of  my  own  workmadbip*  1  am  ready 
to  read  to  yon  heroic  poems,  tragedies,  dithyranbbics,  «nd  all 
kinds  of  works  m  profe  and  verfc,  which  I  hare  compofed 
ea>  all  forts  of  fubjeds.  I  am  ready  to  difconrfe  oa  mtxSc 
and  grammar.  Here  I  ftand,  in  fine,  to  anfwer  all  forts  of 
qtxeftious  *. 

Whilft  this  fbphifl  was  fo  complacently  -exhibiting  his  in- 
ordinate vanity,  painters  were  expofing  to  the  public  eye 
their  newly  finished  pi&urcs  b,  and  rbapEbdifts  fong  fragments 
of  Homer  and  of  Hefiod :  one  of  them  gave  us  a  whole  poem 
of  Empedocks  {.  Poets,  orators,  philosophers,  and  hiftor  tans, 
had  ftationed  themielves  in  the  periftyles  of  the  temples,  and 
in  all  the  moft  confpicuouB  places,  and  recited  their  produc- 
tions k  :  fome  treated  on  moral  fubjeds,  others  pronounced 
eulogies  on  die  Olympic  games,  or  their  respective  eootitries, 
or  on  princes  to  whom  they  were  haaible  fnitors  for  pro- 
teAion*. 

•  About  thirty  years  fince,  Dionyfius,  tyrant  of  Syracufe, 
was  defirous  to  attract  the  admiration  of  this  afiembiy.  Un- 
der the  direction  of  his  brother  ^hearides,  he  fent  a  fdemn 
deputation*  laden  with  offerings  for  Jupiter  $  Several  chariots 


*  Philoftr.  Vic  ApaU.  lib.  4.  cap. 
3J.  p.  170. 

ft  Plat.  Hipp.  t.  k  p.  363  et'368. 
b  JLucian.  in  Herod,  cap.  4.  t,  i.  p. 

•  i.  Athea.  lib.  14.  cap.  3.  p.  6*©. 


k  Lvdao.  ibid.  cap.  3.  Flat,  ftber. 
Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  836.  Paufao.  lib.  6.  cap. 
17.  p.  495,  &c.  Philoftr.  Vit.  Sbpb. 
lib.  I.  cap.  9.  p.  493.  &c- 

1  Pint.  Rhet.  Vit.  t.  ii.  p.  845. 
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with  four  horfes  to.  contend  for  the  prize  in  the  hippodromus ; 
a  great  number  of  rich  tents,  which  were  ere&ed  in  the  coun- 
try ;  and  a  multitude  of  able  declaimers,  publicly  to  recite 
the  poetry  he  had  compofed.  The  abilities  and  harmonious 
voices  of  thefe  performers  at  firft  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Greeks,  already  prepoffefied  by  fuch  magnificent  prepara- 
tions ;  but  foon  wearied  with  this  infipid  haranguing,  they 
vented  the  moft  bitter  farcafms  againft  Dionyfius,  and  car- 
ried their  contempt  fo  far  as  to  throw  down  and  pillage  hip 
tents.  To  complete  his  difgrace,  his  chariots  ran  out  of  the 
coiirfe,  or  were  daihed  to  pieces  againft  each  other,  and  the 
vefiel  which  carried  back  this  pompous  train  was  thrown  by 
a  tempeft  on  the  coaft  of  Italy.  Whilft  it  was  faid  in  the 
city  of  Syracufe  that  the  verfes  of  Dionyfius  had  entailed  ill 
fortune  on  the  declaimers,  the  horfes  and  the  ihip,  the  cour- 
tiers iniifted  that  envy  was  the  inseparable  concomitant  of 
trasfcendent  abilities m.  Four  years  after,  Dionyfius  fent 
new  productions,  and  more  able  reciters  j  but  they  failed  ftiU 
snore  diigracefully  than  the  former.  At  this  intelligence  he 
fell  into  the  mod  violent  paroxyfms  of  phreroy ;  and  having 
nothing  to  fblace  his  affli&ion  but  the  refource  of  tyrants,  he 
banifbed  fome  of  bis  fubje&s,  and  ftruck  off  the  heads  of 
others  n. 

We  affiduoufly  attended  the  ledures  which  were  given  at 
Olympuu  The  preiidents  of  the  games  fometixnes  attended, 
and  the  people  crowded  to  hear  them.  One  day,  while  they 
, were  li&eniag  with  ifiore  tbap  ordinary  attention,*  tbe  name 
of  Polydamas  on  a  fudden  rdbunded  on  all  fides,  and  moft  of 
the  auditors  ran  to  fee  him.  He  was  a  Theflaliau  athleta,  of 
prodigious  fize  and  ftrength.  It  is  told  of  him,  that  being 
unarmed  oq  Mount  Olympus,  he  beat  4°wp  *n  enormous 
lion  ;  that  having  feized  a  furious  bull,  the  animal  could  only 
eXcape  by  leaving  part  of  his  hoof  in  the  hands  of  the  athle- 
*■  ■    ■* 

*  &i«4.  Sk.  lib.  14*  f$l*'  »  M-  ibid.  p.  33ft. 
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ta ;  and  that  the  ftrongeft  horfes  were  unable  to  move  a  cha- 
riot when  he  held  it  with  a  fingle  hand.  He  had  gained  fe- 
veral  victories  at  the  public  games,  but  arriving  too  late  at 
Olympia,  was  precluded  from  the  competition.  We  after- 
wards learned  the  tragical  end  of  this  extraordinary  man. 
Having  entered  a  cave  with  fome  of  his  friends  to  fhelter  him-, 
felf  from  the  heat,  the  ground  above  opened,  and  his  friends 
made  their  efcape ;  but  Poly  dam  as  attempting  to  fuftain  the 
mountain,  was  crufhed  to  death  *  *. 

The  greater  the  difficulty  men  find  to  diftinguiih  themfelves 
in  polifhed  nations,  the  more  reftlefs  does  their  vanity  be- 
come, and  the  more  capable  is  it  of  proceeding  to  abfurd  ex- 
ceffes.  In  another  journey  which  I  made  to  Olympia,  I  faw 
a  phyfician  of  Syracufe,  named  Menecrates,  attended  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  patients  he  had  cured,  and  with  whom  he  pre- 
vioufly  ftipulated  that  they  fhould  follow  him  wherever  he 
went p.  One  appeared  with  the  attributes  of  Hercules,  ano- 
ther with  thofe  of  Apollo,  and  others  again  with  thofe  of 
Mercury  or  ^Efculapius ;  while  he^  clad  in  a  purple  robe, 
with  a  golden  crown  on  his  head,  and  a  fceptre  in  his  hand, 
prcfented  himfelf,  to  the  admiration  of  the  public,  under  the 
name  of  Jupiter,  and  travelled  through  different  countries 
efcorted  by  thefe  counterfeit  deities.  He  once  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  king  of  Macedon  : 

•'  Menecrates-Jupiter  to  Philip,  greeting.  Thou  reign- 
eft  in  Macedonia,  and  I  in  medicine :  thou  giveft  death  to 
thofe  who  are  in  good  health  ;  I  reftore  life  to  the  fick  :  thy 
guard  is  compofed  of  Macedonians  ;  the  gods  themfelves  con- 
ititute  mine."  Philip  anfwered  him  in  a  word,  that  he  wifli- 
ed  him  restored  to  reafonf.  Learning  fome  time  after  that 
he  was  in  Macedon,  Philip  fent  for  him,  and  incited  him  to 
an  entertainment.    Menecrates  and  his  companions  were  plac- 

V  '      "     •  '  '—  '  ■!  II  ..M.I  I  . 

0  Paufan.  p  463.  I       f  Plutarch  (Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii. 

'  *  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  vo-  |  p.  213.)  attributes  this  anfwer  to  Age- 
lume.  filaus,  to  whom,  according  to  kirn,  the 

?  Athcn.  lib.  7W cap,  jo.  p.  a8o.       J  Iciter  was  addreffed. 
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cd  on  rich  and  lofty  couches  ;  before  which  was  an  altar,  co- 
vered with  the  firft  fruits  of  the  harveft ;  and  whilft  an  ex- 
cellent repaft  was  feryed  up  to  the  other  guefts,  perfumes  and 
libations  only  were  offered  to  thefe  new  gods,  who,  unable  to 
endure  the  affront,  haftily  left  the  palace,  in  which  they  ne- 
ver more  made  their  appearance. 

Another  anecdote  will  ferve  to  depict,  in  no  lefs  ftriking 
colours,  the  manners  of  the  Greeks  and  the  frivolity  of  their 
character.  Eight  years  ago  an  affray  happened  within  the 
facred  precinft,  during  the  celebration  of  the  games.  The 
people  of  Pifa  had  ufurped  the  direction  of  the  games  p  f  from 
the  Eleans,  who  endeavoured  to  recover  their  rights.  Both 
parties,  fupported  by  their  refpedbive  allies,  entered  the  en- 
clofure,  and  a  {harp  bloody  conteft  enfued.  The  numberlefj 
fpectators  who  had  affembled  at  the  feftival,  and  who  were 
moft  of  them  crowned  witji  garlands,  ranged  themfelves  round 
the  field  of  battle  to  fee  the  fight,  without  feeming  to  be  more 
interefted  on  the  occafion  than  by  the  combats  of  the  athletae, 
and  alternately  applauded  with  the  fame  ardour  the  fuccefe  of 
either  party  q. 

It  now,  remains  for  me  to  fpeak  of  the  exerciGes  which  re- 
quire more  ftrength  than .  the  preceding,  fuch  as  wrefiling, 
boxing,  the  pancratium,  and  the  pentathlon  or  quinquertium. 
Without  obferving  the  regular  fucceffion  of  thefe  combats,  I 
fliall  begin  with  wreftling.  f 

In  this  exercife,  the  druggie  is  to  bring  the  adverfary  to  the 
ground,  and  force  him  to  acknowledge  himfelf  vanquished. 
The  candidates  to  the  number  of  feven,  remained  in  an  ad- 
joining portico  until  they  were  called  at  noon  r.  Seven  billets 
were  thrown  into  a  box  placed  before  the  prefidents  * :  two  of 
them  marked  with  the  letter  A,  two  with  the  letter  B,  two 
with  a  C,  and  the  feventh  with  a  D.  After  making  them  in 
the  box,  each  athleta  drew  out  his,  and  one  of  the  prefidents 

P  f  Paafan.  lib.  6.  cap.  4>  P*  460.      I  p.  235. 

q  XcDopb.  Hid.  Grxc.  lib.  7.  p.  639.  |  s  Lucian  in  Hermot.  cap.  40.  t.  i.f. 
fciod.  Sic  lib.  15.  p.  387.  783.     Fabr.  lib.  I.  cap.  %a 

r  PhUoftr.  Vit.  ApoU.  lib.  6.  cap.  6, 
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matched  the  two  who  had  drawn  the  fame  letter.  Thus  there 
were  three  pair  of  wrefllers,  and  the  feventh  was  referred  to 
combat  the  conquerors  of  the  others  '•  They  dripped  off  all 
their  clothes,  and  being  rubbed  with  oil  u,  rolled  themfelves 
in  the  dud,  to  give  their  antagonifts  a  better  hold  in  grap- 
pling x. 

A  Theban  and  an  Argive  immediately  advanced  into  the 
fiadium  j  they  approached,  and,  after  eying  each  other,  began 
the  onfct  by  grappling  with  their  arms*  Now  refting  againft 
each  other's  forehead  T»  they  pu&ed  with  equal  ftrength  ;  then 
for  a  while  feemed  motionlefs,  and  again  exhaufted  themfelves 
with  ineffectual  efforts  ;  uow  fliaking  their  whole  bodies  with 
the  mod  violent  agitations,  they  intertwined  their  limbs  like 
ferpents,  ftretching  them  out  and  contracting  them  alternately  > 
«ad  now  they  writhed  themfelves  into  every  attitude,  back- 
ward, forward,  and  on  each  fide  z,  while  a-  copious  fweat 
flowed  from  their  enfeebled  limbs.  They  then  took  a  fitort 
breathing  ;  but  prefeotly  grafping  each  other  by  the  middle, 
after  freih  exertions  of  ftratagem  and  force,  the  Theban  lifted 
op  his  adverfary,  but  finking  beneath  his  weight,  they  fall, 
roll  in  the  dull,  and  each  is  uppermoft  in  his  turn.  At  length 
the  Theban,  locking  faft  the, legs  and  arms  of  his  opponent, 
prevented  him  from  moving,  and  keeping  him  under,  fcited 
him  by  the  throat,  until  he  lifted  his  hand  in  token  of  defeat  *. 
This  is  not  enough  however  to  obtain  the  crown ;  the  viflor 
smiti  give  his  antagonift  at  lead  two  falls  b,  and  io  general  the 
conted  is  extended  to  three  c.  The  Argive  had  the  advantage 
in  the  fecond  druggie,  and  the  Theban  retained  his  fuperiori- 
ty  in  the  third.  x 

After  Hie  two  other,  pairs  of  wreftlers-  had  finimed  their 
combats,  the  yanquifhed  withdrew,  overwhelmed  with  flume 


1  Julian.  Csefar.  p.  317. 

u  Fabr.  Agon.  lib.  a.  cap.  5. 
x  Lucian.  in  Anach.  t.  ii.  p.  910. 
-  J  Id.  ibid.  p.  S84. 

2  Mem.  de  PAcad.  des  Bell.  Lctti. 
t.  uL  p.  7.Z1* 


a  Fabr.  Agon.  lib.  1.  cap.  8. 

b  Mem.  de  PAcad.  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  iii.  p.  150. 

c  -flifchyj.  in  Eomen.  v.  591.  Schol. 
ibid.  Plat,  in  Euthyd.  t.  i.  p.  %Jh 
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and  grief.  There  remained  three  vi&ors,  an  Agrigeutine, 
an  Ephefian,  and  the  Theban.  A  Rbodian  like  wife  remained 
who  had  drawn  the  feventh  k>t»  He  had  the  advantage  of 
entering  frefh  into  the  lifts,  hut  could  not  gain  the  prize  with- 
out being  more  than  once  victorious  c.  He  triumphed  over 
the  Agrigentine,  aad  was  thrown  by  the  Epbefian,  who  being 
worfled  by  the  Theban,  the  latter  carried  off  the  palm.  Thus 
a  firft  viftory  moA  be  followed  by  others  »  and  in  a  competition 
*>f  feven  athleJse,  it  may  fo  happen  that  the  vi&or  may  be  o» 
hliged  to  wraiUe  wi^h  four  antagonifts  f,  and  hare  with  each 
of  them  three  Separate  oafets* 

The  wreftler  is  not  allowed  to  give  his  adverfary  any  blows; 
in  pngUUftic  exercifss  tjhe  conteft  is  confined  to  ftriking. 
Eight  athlete  prefeated  tbemfelves  to  the  judges,  and  were 
matched,  like  the  wreftlers,  by  lot*  They  had  their  beads 
covered  with  brais  caps  s:  aad  their  clofed  bands  were  bound 
with  a  fort  of  gauntlet  formed  of  leathern  thongs  twifted  in 
every  direction  h. 

The  attacks  were  as  various  as  the  accidents  that  followed 
thepi.  Sometimes  we  faw  two  boxers  make  different  unfits 
to  keep  the  fun  from  their  eyes,  pafs  whole  hours  in  observ- 
ing each  other,  and  watching  the  moment  when  the  adver- 
sary ihould  leave  a»y  part  of  his  body  expofed1,  holding  thei* 
arms  uplifted,  and  fq  ftretcbed  as  to  cover  the  head,  and  ra- 
pidly moving  them  tp  keep  the  enemy  from  approaching  *. 
Sometimes  they  felt  to  with  fery,  and  made  their  bodies  qui- 
ver with  a  fbownr  of  blows.  Some  we  faw,  who,  miffing  a 
blow  darted  at  ttipir  enemy,  fell  violently  with  their  whole 
weight  on  the  ground,  and  defperately  bruifed  their  bodies  5 
others  who,  4p*&t  with  fctigne  and  covered  with  mortal 
wounds,  fuddenly  sofe,  aad  acquired  new  ftrength  from  def* 


<*  Piad,  OJyaip.  t.  ▼.  90. 
c  JEfcbjr).  An  Ckwpfa.  v.  866. 
r  Pintl.  Olymp.  S.  ▼.  90. 
C  Etiftath.  in  Ui*d.  *3.   p.  1394. 
UgQ.  3$. 


*  Mom.  de  1'Aead.  det  Bell.  Lettr. 

t.  iiL  p.  %6y. 

1  Luciao.  de  Calnmn.  t.  iii.  p- 139* 
k  Men.  del' Acad,  de»  Bell.  Lettr* 

t.  iii.  p.  273. 
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pair ;  others  again  carried  off  from  the  field  of  battle  f  with 
not  a  feature  of  their  faces  to  be  diftinguiflied,  and  no  other 
fign  of  life  but  the  blood  which  .they  vomited  in  copious 
ftreams. 

I  fliuddered  at  the  fight  of  this  fpeftacle  ;  but  ftill  more 
lively  were  my  feelings  when  I  beheld  children  initiated  in 
this  cruel  art m  :  for  they  are  called  to  the  combats  of  wreft- 
ling  and  the  ceftus  prior  to  thofe  of  the  grown  men  ■•  The 
Greeks  nev^rthelefs  enjoyed  thefe  fcenes  of  horror,  and  by 
their  fliouts  animated  thefe  wretches,  exafperated  as  the? 
were  againft  each  other  °.  Yet  are  the  Greeks  gentle  and 
humane !  Certainly  the  gods  made  us  a  very  fatal  and  humi- 
liating prefent,  when  they  bellowed  on  us  the*  power  of  ac- 
cuftoming  ourfelves  to  every  thing,  even  fo  as  to  make  a 
fport  of  barbarity^as  well  as  vice. 

The  cruel  exercife  to  which  thefe  children  are  brought  up, 
exhauft  them  at  fo  early  an  age,  that  in  the  lift  of  vidors  at 
the  Olympic  games  we  fcafcely  find  more  than  two  or  three 
who  have  gained. the  prixe  in  their  infancy  and  again  in  a 
more  advanced  time  of  life  ?• 

In  the  other  exercifes  it  is  eafy  to  decide  on  -the  fuccefs ; 
but  in  boxing  this  can  only  be  determined  by  one  of  the 
.combatants  acknowledging  his  defeat.  So  long  as  he  has  any 
ftrength  remaining,  he  never  defpairs  of  the  vidory,  as  it 
may  depend  on  his  efforts  and  firmnefs.-  We  were  told  that 
one  of  thefe  men  having  his  teeth  broken  by  a  dreadful  blow, 
./wallowed  them ;  and  that  his  antagonift,  finding  this  ftroke 
ineffectual,  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  and  owned  himfelf  vanquish- 
ed «. 

It  is  this  hope  that  makes  the  athleta  conceal  his  pain  un- 
der a  menacing  and  fierce  countenance,  and  frequently  rife  his 


I  Anthol.  lib.  a.  cap.  x.  cpigr.  14. 
ra  Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  8.  p.  395;  lib. 
£.  cap.  x.  p.  45  a. 
0  Plut.  Sympof,  lib.  a.  c.  5.  p.  639. 


0  Fabr.  Agon.  lib.  %.  cap.  30. 
P  Ariftoc.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  4.  t. 
".  p.  453- 
u  JSUan,  Van  Hift.  lib.  10.  cap.ij. 
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rife,  nay  fometimes  adually  expire r,  notwithftanding  the  at- 
tention of  the  viftor,  and  the  feverity  of  the  laws,  which 
prohibit  the  latter  from  killing  his  adverfary,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiting  the  crown s.  But  if  they  efcape  this  danger, 
xnoft  of  them  are  lamed  for  life,  or  disfigured  by  fears  '• 
Hence  it  is,  that  this  is  the  leaft  efteemed  of  any  of  the  ex- 
ercifes;  and  is  almoft  wholly  abandoned  to  the  lower  claffea 
of  the  people  u.  , 

•  But  thefe  hardy  and  ferocious  men  fupport  blows  and 
wounds  more  eafily  than  the  heat  which  overpowers  them  *f 
for  thefe  combats  take  place  in  the  hotteft  part  of  Greece,  in 
the  feafon  of  the  year}  and  at  the  hour  of  the  day,  when  the 
rays  of  the  fun  are  £0  ardent  as  to  be  almoft  intolerable  to  the 
fpeftators  y. 

It  was  at  a  time  when  they  (hone  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence, that  the  combat  of  the  pancratium  began,  an  exercife 
compofed  of  boxing  and  wreftling  z,  with  this  difference,  that 
as  the  athletas  are  not  to  feize  the  body,  their  hands  are  not 
armed  with  gauntlets,  and  give  lefs  dangerous  blows*  The 
adion  was  foon  terminated  ;  a  Sicyonian  named  Softratus,  a 
champion  celebrated  for  the  number  of  prizes  he  had  won, 
and  the  ftrength  and  {kill  which  had  procured  them,  had  ar- 
rived the  preceding  day  a.  The  greater  part  of  the  comba- 
tants yielded  up  all  pretenfions  to  the  crown  as  foon  as  he  ap- 
peared b,  and  the  others  on  the  firft  trial ;  for  in  thofe  pre- 
liminary etfays  in  which  the  athletas  try  their  ftrength  by  tak- 
ing each  other's  hands,  he  fqueezed  and  twifted  the  fingers  of 
his  adverfaries  with  fuch  violence  as  inftantly  to  decide  the 
viftory  in  his  favour. 

The  athletas  I  have  mentioned  exercifed  themfelves  only  in 
this  way ;  thofe  of  whom  I  am  about  to  fpeak  were  verfed 


r  Schol.  Pind.  Olymp.  5.  ▼.  34- 
4-    s  PaofdB.  lib.  6.  cap.  9.  p.  474- 

t  Anthol.  lib.  a.  cap.  1.  epigr.  x  et  a. 

u  liber,  dc  Bigw,  p.  43  7  • 

*  Ciccr.  dc  Ciar.  Orau  cap.  69.  t.  i. 
P«  394. 


y  Ariftot.  Problem.  381 1.  ii.  p  837. 
.£lian.  Var.  Hid  lib.  14    cap.  18. 

z  Id.  de  Rhct.  t.  it.  p.  524.  Plat. 
Sympof.  lib  a.  cap.'  4.  t.  ii  p.  oa8. 

a  Paufan.  lib.  6.  cap.  4-  p  460. 

b  Philon.  dc  co  quoa  deter,  p.  i6cv 
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in  every  fpecies  of  combat :  for  the  pentathlon  comprises  not 
onlj  foot  racing,  wreftling,  boxing,  and  the  pancratium,  bat 
leaping  and  throwing  the  quoit  and  javelin  c. 

In  the  latter  ezercife  it  is  only  neceffary  to  dart  the  javelin, 
and  hit  the  mark.  Quoits  are  pieces  of  {lone  or  metal,  of  a 
lenticular  form,  thai  is  to  fay,  round,  and  thicker  in  the 
middle  than  at  the  edges,  very  heavy,  and  with  a  poliihed 
furface,  which  renders  thtfm  extremely  difficult  to  hold*. 
Three  of  thefe  are  kept  at  Olympia,  and  produced  at  the 
games c ;  one  of  them  is  perforated  to  introduce  a  ftrap f. 
The  athleta  (lands  on  a  little  eminence  '  thrown  up  in  the  fta- 
dium,  and  holding  the  quoit  in  his  hand,  or  whirling  it  round 
by  means  of  a  fling  b,  launches  it  with  all  bis  ftrength,  till  it 
falls  at  length,  and  rolls  along  the  courfe.  The  place  where 
it  flops  is  marked,  and  the  objeft  of  the  antagonifts  is  to  go 
beyond  it. 

The  fame  advantage  muft  be  gained  in  leaping,  all  the  mo- 
tions of  which  exercife  are  executed  to  tlje  found  of  the  lute '. 
The  athletae  hold  balance  poles  in  their  hands,  which  enable 
them,  as  they  pretend,  to  leap  a  great  diftance  k.  Some  of 
them  jump  upwards  of  fifty  feet  *  *. 

The  athletae  who  difpute  the  prize  of  the  pentathlon,  muft 
have  triumphed  at  leaft,  in  the  three  firft  contefts  they  had 
undertaken m.  Though  unable  to  enter  the  lifts  individual!? 
with  the  athletae  of  each  particular  profeffion,  they  are  held 
neverthelefs  in  high  eftimation  n,  fince  by  applying  them* 


«  Mem.  de  1'Acad.  dcs  BclL  Lettr. 
t.  vl  p.  .iae. 
d  Id.  ibid.  p.  334. 
c  Paufan.  lib.  6.  cap.  19.  p.  498. 
f  Euftath.  in  Iliad.  8.  p.  159 r. 

*  Philoftr.  Icon,  lib.  1.  cap.  a*  p. 
J98. 

b  Homer.  Iliad,  lib.  23.  ▼.  840 
Odyff.  lib.  8.  v.  189. 

1  Paufan.  lib.  j.  cap.  7.  p.  39  a; 
cap.  17.  p.  4**. 

*  Artftot.  Problem  5.  l  ii.  p.  7C9  j 


de  Animal.  Inceff.  cap.  3.  t.  i.  p.  374. 
Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  26.  p.  446.  JLuci* 
an.  de  Gymnaf.  t.  ii.  p.  909. 

*  Euikath.  in  Odyff.  lib.  8.  t.  ifi.  p. 
1591.     Schol.  Ariftopb.  in  Acharn.  f> 

•  47  French  feet  a  inchet,  (50  feet 
a  inohei  Englilh). 

m,  Plut.  Sympof.  lib.  9.  t.  ii.  p.  73L 
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felves  to  give  the  bodj  all  the  ftfength,  fupplenefs  and  ac- 
tivity of  which  it  is  capable,  they  accomplifii  every  object 
propofed  in  the  inftitution  of  the  gyinnaftic  games. 

The  laft  day  of  the  feftival  was  fet  apart  to  crown  the  vie* 

tors  °.     This  ceremony,  fo  glorious  for  them,  was   perform* 

ed  in  the  facred  wood  p,  and  preceded  by  pompous  facrifices. 

When  finilhed,  the  vi&ors   repaired,  in  the  retinue  of  the 

prefidents  of  the  games,  to  the  theatre,  dreffed  in  rich  ha* 

bits  %  and  holding  palms  in  their  hands  r.     They  marched, 

intoxicated  with  joy  %  to  the  found  of  flutes  *,  and  furround- 

ed  by  an   immenfe  multitude,  who  made  the  air  ring  with 

their  applaufes.     Other  athletae  next  made  their  appearance, 

mounted  on  horfes  and  in  chariots*     Their  {lately  courfers, 

adorned   with  flowers  u,  difplayed  themfelves  with   all  the 

pride  of  victory,  and  ieemed  to  participate  in  the  triumph. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  theatre,  the  prefidents  of  the 
ga,mes  ordered  the  chorufles  to  begin  the  hymn  formerly 
compofed  by  the  poet  Archilochus,  to  exalt  the  glory  of  the 
vi&ors,  and  heighten  the  fplendour  of  the  ceremony  *.     Af- 
ter the   furrounding  fhultitude  had  joined,  at  each  chorus, 
their  voices  to  thofe  of  the  muficians,  the  herald  arofe,  and 
proclaimed  that  Porus,  a  native  of  Sicjon,  had  gained  the 
prize  of  the  ftadium.     This  athleta  then*  prefented  himieff  to 
the  chief  of  the  prefidents  y,  who  placed  on  his  head  a  crown: 
of  wild  olive,  gathered,  like  all  thofe  diftributed  at  Olym- 
pia,  from  a  tree  growing  behind  the  temple  of  Jupiter  % 
and  which,    from   the  ufe   to  which  it  is  applied*   is  be- 
come an  objed  of  public  veneration.     At  this  moment  all  the 
exprefl^ons  of  joy  and  admiration,  with  which  he  was  ho- 
noured at  the  moment  of  vi&ory,  were  renewed  with  fuch 


0  Schol.  Pind.  in  Olymp.  3.  v.  33. 
Id  ia  Otymp.  5.  ▼.  14.  p.  56. 
?  Pailoflr.  Vit.  Apoll.  lib.  8.  cap. 

q  Lucian.  in  Demon,  t.  ii.  p.  384. 
r  Plut.  Sympof.  lib.  8.  cap*  4.  t.  ii. 
h  ?*h    Vitwv.  Prebt.  lib.  9.  p.  173. 


*  Pind.  Olymp.  9.  v.  6. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  5.  p.  39a. 
u  Pind.  Olymp.  3.  v.  10. 

*  Id.  Olymp.  9.  r.  1.    Schol.  ibid. 
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ardour  and  profufion,  that  Porus  appeared  to  me  to  have  at- 
taiaed  the  utmoft  fummit  of  human  glory  a.  In  this  light 
Indeed  is  he  viewed  by  the  whole  aflembly,  and  I  no  longer 
felt  any  furprife  at  the  difficulties  and  labour  to  which  the 
athletae  fubmit,  nor  at  the  extraordinary  effeds  this  concert 
of  applaufes  has  more  than  once  produced.  We  were  told 
that,  on  a  umilar  occafion,  the  fage  Chilo  expired  with  joj, 
while  embracing  his  fon  who  had  juft  gained  the  victory b, 
and  that  the  whole  aflembly  at  the  Olympic  games  made  a 
point  of  attending  at  his  funeral.  In  the  laft  century,  added 
our  informants,  a  Hill  more  interefting  fcene  was  witneffed 
Ijy  our  fathers. 

Diagoras  of  Rhodes;  who  to  his  illuftrious  birth  had  add- 
ed the  glory  of  a  victory  gained  at  our  games  c,  brought  two 
of  his  fons  hither,  who  became  candidates  and  merited  the 
crown  d.  No  fooner  did  they  receive  it  than  they  placed  it 
on  the  head  of  their  father,  and,  lifting  him  on  their  fhoul- 
4ers,  bore  him  in  triumph  through  the  midft  of  the  fpeda- 
tors,  who  threw  flowers  over  him,  fome  of  them  exclaiming, 
Die,  Diagoras.;  for  thou  haft  nothing  m%re  to  with  e.  The  old 
man,  overcome  by  his  happinefs,  expired  in  the  fight  of  the 
affembly,  impreffed  with  the  livelieft  emotions  at  the  fcene, 
and  bathed  with  the  tears  of  his  children  who  preffed  him  in 
their  arms  fa 

Thefe  commendations  beftowed  on  the  victors  are  fome- 

times  difturbed,  or  rather  honoured,  by  the  important  rage 

'of  envy.     On  fome  occafions  I  heard  hiffes  mingled  with  the 

public  acclamations,  proceeding  from  individuals  born  in  the 

cities  hoflile  to  thofe  of  which  the  conquerors  were  natives  *• 

Thefe  tokens  of  jealoufy  I  faw  fucceeded  by  other  not  lefs 
remarkable  inftances  of  generofity  or  adulation.    Some  of  the 


a  Pind.  Olymp.  3-  ▼•  77«  SchoL 
ibid. 

b  Di»»gcf.  T.acrt.  lib.  I.  cap.  7a. 
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c  Pino.  Olymp.  7. 


d  Panfati.  lib.  6.  dp.  7.  p.  469. 
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fuccefsful  candidates  at  the  horfe  and  chariot  races  had  other 
perfons  proclaimed  in  their  ftead,  whofe  favour  thej  were 
courting,  or  for  whom  they  entertained  a  friendfhipb.  Th© 
athletac  who  triumph  at  the  other  games,  having  it  not  in 
their  power  to  transfer  tfiat  honour",  find  means  however  to 
gratify  their  avarice,  by  calling  themfelves  natives  of  a  city 
from  which  they  have  received  prefents  *  at  the  time  of  pro- 
clamation, thus  riiking  the  danger  of  banifhment  from  their 
real  country,  whofe  glory  they  have  facrificed  k.  Dionyfius, 
king  of  Syracufe,  who  found  it  eafier  to  render  his  capitol  il- 
luftrious  than  to  beftow  on  it  happinefs,  more  than  once  fent 
emiflaries  to  Olympia,  to  engage  the  vi&ors  at  the  games  to 
declare  themfelves  Syracufans  l :  but  as  honour  is  not  to  be 
purchafed  with  money,  it  was  as  difgraceful  for  him  to  have 
corrupted  fome,  as  to  have  been  unable  to  corrupt  others. 

Bribery  is  often  employed  to  get  rid  of  a  formidable  com- 
petitor, to  induce  him  to  yield  the  viftory  by  not  exerting 
his  ftrength  m,  or  to  tempt  the  integrity  of  the  judges  $  but 
the  athletae  convifted  of  thefe  intrigues  are  fcourged  with 
rods  n,  or  fentenced  to  heavy  penalties.  We  fee  at  Olympia 
many  brazen  ftatues  of  Jupiter,  erefted  with  the  fums  arifing 
from  thefe  fines.  The  nature  of  the  offence  and  the  names 
of  the  delinquents  are  perpetuated  by  inferiptions  °. 

On  the  day  of  their  coronation,  the  vi£tors  offered  up  facri- 
fices  by  way*  of  thankfgiving  p.  Xfle7  were  enrellfd  in  the 
public  archives  of  the  Eleans  q,  and  magnificently  entertain- 
ed in  one  of  the  halls  of  the  prytaneum  r.  The  following 
days  they  themfelves  gave  entertainments,  the  pleafure  of 
which  was  heightened  by  mufic  and  dancing  s.     Poetry  was 


h  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  103. 

i  Paufan.  lib. -6.  cap,  459  ct  481. 

k   Id.  ibid.  p.  497. 

l  Id.  ibid.  p.  455. 

m  Id.  lib.  5.  cap.  a  1.  p.  43c  et  434. 

n  Thicyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  50.  Paufan 
lib.  6.  cap.  a.  p.  454.  PhUoftr.  Vit. 
Apollon.  lib.  5.  cap.  7.  p.  19*, 


0  Paufan.  lib.  5.  cap.  ax.  p.  430. 

P  Schol.  Pind.  in  Olymp.  5.  p.  56. 

4  Paufan.  ibid.  p.  432  et  466. 

r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  416. 

s  Pind.  Olymp.  9.  v.  6;  Olymp.  10. 
▼.9a.  Schol.  p.  116.  Athcn.  lib.  1. 
cap.  3.  p.  3.  Pluc  in  Alcib.  t.  i.  p. 
196. 
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next  employed  to  immortalize  their  fame,  and  fcolptnre  to 
reprefent  them  in  marble  or  in  brafs,  fome  in  the  very  atti- 
'    tude  in  which  they  had  gained  the  viftory  c. 

According  to  ancient  cuftom,  thefe  men,  already  loaded  with 
honours  on  the  fcene  of  a&idn,  return  into  their  country  with 
all  the  pageantry  of  triumph  u,  preceded  and  followed  by  a 
numerous  train  clothed  in  a  purple  robe  *,  and  fometimes  enter 
die  city  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  two  or  four  horfes  y,  through 
a  breach  made  in  the  walls  z.  A  native  of  Agrigentum  in  Si- 
cily, named  Exaenetus  *,  is  recorded  to  hare  appeared  in  that 
city  in  a  magnificent  chariot,  followed  by  a  great  number  of 
others,  among  which  were  three  hundred,  each  of  them 
drawn  by  two  white  horfes. 

In  certain  places  the  vi&ors  have  a  competent  fubfiftence 
furnifhed  them  by  the  public  treafury6;  in  others  they  are 
exempt  from  all  taxes  :  at  Lacedtemon  they  hat*  the  honour 
to  combat  near  the  king  c  in  the  day  of  battle *  almoft  every 
where  they  have  precedency  at  the  local  games  d;  and  the  ti- 
tle of  Olympic  vidor,  added  to  their  names,  enfnres  them  an 
attention  and  refpeft  which  conftitute  the  happinefs  of  their 
future  lives  e. 

Some,  in  gratitude  for  the  diftinftions  they  have  received, 
recompence  the  horfes  which  have  procured  them;  they  fe- 
curc  to  them  a  comfortable  old  age,  give  them  an  honourable 
burial f,  and  fometimes  even  ere&  pyramids  orcr  their 
graves  ** 

c  Panfan.  ibid.  cap.  27.  p.  4J0 ;  Mb-    p.  237.    Diogen.  Laert.  in  Solon,  lib. 

I.  j  55.     Plut.  in  Ariftid.  t.  i.  p.  3  J  J. 

*  Plut.  in  Lycurg*  t.  i.  p.  s$»  M- 
Sympof.  lib.  a.  cap.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  639. 

d  Xenoph.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  10,  cap, 

i.  p.  4M. 

c  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  u.  p.  4&S 
ct  466, 

f  Hcrodot.  lib.  6,  cap.  103.  Plut. 
in  Caton.  c.i.  p.  339.  ifiUan.  de  A- 
nimal.  lib.  is.  cap.  10. 

*  Plia.  lib;  t.  cap*  43. 


6.  cap.  13.  p.  483.  Ncp.  in  Chabr 
cap.  I».     Fabr.  Agon.  lib.  a.  cap.  JO, 

u  Mem.  de  l'Acad.  de«  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  i.  p.  a?4- 

x  Ariftoph.  in  Nub.  v.  70.  ScJie!. 
Theocr.  in  Idyl.  a.  v.  74, 

y  Vitr.  Praef.  lib.  9  p.  173.  Diod. 
Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  *>4. 

z  Plot.  Sytnpof.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  t.  ii. 

p.  *39- 

a  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  13.  p.  104* 

b  Timocl*  ap.  Athaa*  lib.  6.  cap.  S. 
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CHAP.    XXXIX. 

Continuation  of  the  Journey  into  Elis.    Xenophon  at  Scillus. 

X"NO?how  had  a  houfe  at  Scillus,  a  fmall  town,  fituated  at 
the  diftancc  of  twenty  ftadia  from  Olympia  a  *.  The  troubles 
of  Peloponnefus  had  once  obliged  him  to  leave  it °,  and  go  to 
refide  at  Corinth,  where  I  found  him  on  my  arrival  in  Greecef. 
As  foon  as  thefe  were  appeafed,  he  returned  to  Scillus  J,  and, 
on  the  day  after  the  games,  we  vifited  him,  in  company  with 
his  fon  Diodorus,  who  had  never  quitted  us  during  the  whole 
time  that  thefe  had  laded. 

The  eftate  which  Xenophon  pofleffed  here  was  confiderable. 
He  was  indebted  for  one  part  of  it  to  the  generofity  of  the 
Lacedaemonians  *,  and  he  had  purchafed  the  other  to  confe- 
crate  it  to  Diana,  and  thus  acquit  himfelf  of  a  vow  which  he 
had  made  when  returning  from  Perfia.  Ho  referved  the  tenth 
of  its  produce  for  the  maintenance  of  a  temple  which  he  had 
ere&ed  to  that  goddefs,  and  to  defray  the  expence  of  a  fump- 
tuous  facrifice  which  he  offered  every  year  *. 

Near  the  temple  is  an  orchard  which  produces  various 
kinds  of  fruits.  The  Selinus,  a  fmall  river  abounding  with 
fifh,  (lowly  foils  its  limpid  w.  ters  at  the  foot  of  a  fertile  hill, 
and  through  meadows,  in  which  ihe  animals  deftined  to  facri- 
fice feed  undifturbed.  Within  and  without  the  facred  grounds 
are  woods  diftributed  in  the  plain  or  'on  the  mountains,  which 
are  the  retreats  of  roebuck  ,  ftags,  and  wild  boars  •. 

In  this  delightful  abode  was  it  that  Xenophon  compofed  the 
greater  part  of  his  works  f,  and  for  a  number  of  years  dedi- 
cated his  days  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  to  benevolence,  agri- 


a  Xenoph.  Exped  Cyr.  !.  5.  p.  350. 
*  About  three  quarter*  of  a  league, 
b  Diogcn.  Laert.  ub.  %.  J  53. 
f  Sec  chap.  ii.  of  thi-  work. 
\  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  vo- 
lume. 

c  Panfan.  lib.  3.  cap.  6.  p.  38 1.  Di- 


nar ch.  ap.  Diogen  Laerr.  lib.  a.  §  5a* 
•*  Xenoph.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  3.  p. 

e  Id.  ibid.    Paufen.  lib.  5*  cap.  6» 
p.  388. 

f  Plut.  de  Exil.  t.  ii*  p.  605.    Diog. 
Laerr.  lib.  a.  $  3a. 
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culture,,  the  chafe,  and  thofe  exercifes  which  beft  maintain 
the  freedom  of  the  mind,  and  preferve  the  health  of  the  body. 
His  firft  care  was  to  procure  us  the  amufement?  fuitable  to 
our  age,  and  thofe  which  the  country  offers  to  a  more  advan- 
ced period  of  life.  He  ihowed  us  his  horfes,  his  plantations, 
and  gave  us  a  particular  account  of  his  household  economy ; 
and  we  every  where  perceived  that  he  had  reduced  to  prac- 
tice the  precepts  which  he  has  given  in  his  different  works  *. 
At  other  times  he  advifed  us  to  take  the  diverfion  of  the 
chafe,  which  he  never  ceafed  to  recommend  to  young  perfons 
as  the  exercife  moft  proper  to  accuftom  them  early  to  the  la- 
bours and  fatigues  of  war  b. 

His  fon  Diodorus  frequently  took  us  with  him  to  catch 
quails,  partridges,  and  various  other  kinds  of  birds  '•  We 
carried  with  us  fome  of  the  fame  fpecies,  which  we  took  out 
of  their  cages,  and  fattened  in  the  middle  of  the  nets ;  and 
thefe,  by  their  chirping  and  cries,  drew  others  of  the  fame 
kind  into  the  fnare,  where  they  loft  either  their  lives  or  their 
liberty  k. 

Thefe  fports  were  introductory  to  others  more  animated 
and  more  varied.  Diodorus  had  feveral  packs  of  hounds,  one 
trained  to  courfe  the  bare,  another  the  (lag,  and  a  third,  of 
the  Laconian  or  Locrian  breed,  the  wild  boar  l.  -  He  knew 
all  the  dogs  of  every  pack  by  their  names  *,  and  was  acquaint- 
ed with  all  their  defects  and  good  qualities m.  No  perfon 
better  underftood  the  ta&ics  of  this  fpecies  of  war,  and  he 
converfed  on  the  fubje&  with  as  much  accuracy  as  his  father 
had  written  on  it  n.  The  following  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  hare  was  hunted.  , 


*  Xcnoph.  p.  818  et  934. 

h  Id.  dc  Venat.  p.  974  ct  995. 
i  Id.  Mcmorab.  p.  784. 
k  Ariftoph.  in  Av.  ▼.  1083.     Schol. 
ibid. 

I  Xeaoph.  dc  Vcnat.  p.  991. 

•  The  ancient*  were  cattiul  to  give 


to  their  dogs  names  that  were  wy 
fhort,  and  commonly  confiding  of  two 
fyllahlcs;  fuch  as  Thymos,  Lrf>chos. 
Phylax,  Phonex,  Brcmoo,  Pfyche, 
Hebe,  &x.  (Xenop.  de  Vcnat.  p.  987 j. 

in  Id.  ibid.  p.  987  ct  996. 

a  id.  ibid.  p.  97  a. 
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Nets  of  different  fizes  were  placed  in  the  paths  and  fecret 
paflages,  bj  which  the  animal  might  efcape  °.  We  went  out 
to  the  chafe  in  a  light  drefs,  and  with  ftaves  in  our  hands  p» 
The  huntfman  let  loofe  one  of  the  dogs,  and  as  foon  as  he 
perceived  he  had  taken  the  fcent,  uncoupled  the  others,  and 
prefently  the  hare  was  roufcd.  At  this  moment  every  obje£t 
concurred  to  intereft  and  animate  us ;  the  cries  of  the  dogs, 
the  fhouts  of  the  huntfmen  who  encouraged  them  q,  and  the 
windings  and  ftratagems  of  the  hare,  which  we  faw  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye  crofs  the  plains  and  hills,  leap  ditches, 
plunge  down  precipices,  appear  and  difappear  feveral  times, 
and  at  length  end  his  career  by  entangling  himfelf  in  one  of 
the  nets  placed  to  intercept  him.  A  man  Rationed  near  the 
fpot  feized  the  prey,  and  held  it  up  to  the  huntfmen,  to  whom 
he  fignified  their  viftory  both  by  his  fhouts  and  geflures r. 
In  the  joy  of  triumph  we  began  a  new  chafe,  and  hunted  fe- 
veral more  harts  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  *,  fome  of  whick 
efcaped  us  by  fwimming  over  the  river  Selinus  *.  « 

We  foon  after  engaged  in  a  more  noify  and  dangerous  kind 
of  hunting,  in  confequence  of  the  facrifice  which  Xenophon 
offered  every  year  to  Diana  u,  During  the  days  which  he 
dedicated  to  this  feftivity,  all  his  neighbours,  both  men  and 
women,  repaired  to  Sciilus.  He1  welcomed  his  friends  to  his 
own  houfe  *  :  the  treafures  of  the  temple  were  expended  to 
provide  for  the  remainder  of  the  guefts  *.  They  were  fur- 
niihed  with  wine,  bread,  meal,  fruits,  and  a  part  of  the  vic- 
tims which  were  facrificed.  Among  thsm  like  wife  were  dif- 
tributed  the  wild  boars,  ftags,  and  deer,  which  had  been  kill- 
ed in  hunting  by  the  youth  of  the  neighbouring  country,  who, 
to  participate  in  the  various  fports,  had  reforted  to  Sciilus 
fome  days  before  the  feftival  2. 


0  Id.  ibid.  p.  983. 
P  Id.  ibid.  p.  9X4. 
4  Id.  ibid.  p.  9*5. 

1  Id.  ibid.  p.  984. 
1  Id.  ibid.  p.  986. 


c  Id.  ibid.  p.  980. 

u  Id.  Exped.  Cyr.  lib.  5.  p.  350. 

x  Diogen.  Lacrt.  lib.  a.  §  ja. 

y  Xenoph.  Exped.  Cyr,  I.  5,  p.  35c* 

z  Id.  ibid. 
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For  the  chafe  of  the  wild  boar  we  were  provided  with 
fjpears,  jav*Uns,  and  large  nets.  The  footfteps  of  the  animal, 
newly  impreffcd  on  the  ground,  the  mark  of  his  teeth  in  the 
baik  of  trees,  and  other  indications  of  the  way  he  had  taken, 
led  us  to  a  very  thick  ,wood*.  We  let  loofe  a  JLactmian 
dog,  who  followed  the  traces,  and  quickly  arrived  at  the 
haunt  of  the  beaft.  He  immediately  opened,  and  inform- 
ed us  of  the  difcovery.  We  dire&ly  dew  him  off,  prepared 
nets  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  animal,  and  took  our  feve- 
ral  pofts.  The  boar  endeavoured  to  break  out  on  my  fide. 
Far  from  entangling  himfelf  in  the  net,  he  flopped,  and  for 
fome  minutes  f attained  the  charge  of  the  whole  pacak,  who 
made  the  foreil  refound  with  thrfr  barking,  and  that  of  the 
hunters,  who  afiailed  him  with  darts  and  ftongs.  A  moment 
after  he  rufhed  furioufly  on  Mofchion,  who  waited  for  him 
with-  njmnefs,  intending  to  pierce  him ;  but  the  fpear,  glan* 
cing  on  the  moulder  ,o£  the  animal,  flipped  from  the  hands  of 
the  hunter,  wh<  immediately  had  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of 
falling  flat  with  his  face  to  the  ground  b« 

I  imagined  his  deftru&ion  inevitable.  The  boar,  finding 
no  hold  bj  which  he  could  ratfe  him,  trampled  him  under  his 
feet,  when  he  perceived  Diodorus,  who  had  haftened  to  the 
afliftance  of  his  companion.  Immediately  he  flew  on  this  new 
enemy,  who,  more  dexterous  or  more  fortunate  than  Mof- 
ghion,  pierced  him  with  his  fpear  at  the  joint  of  the  (boulder. 
We  now  witneffed  a  terrifying  proof  of  the  ferocity  of  this 
animal.  The  boar,  though  mortally  wounded,  continued  to 
rufli  furioufly  on  Diodorus,  and  flaked  himfelf  on  the  ipear 
quite  up  to  the  guaidc.  Several  of  our  dogs  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  this  adion,  though  fewer  than  in  a  fecond,  in 
which  the  boar  maintained  .the  fight  during  a  whole  day. 
Other  wild  boars,  chafed  by  dogs,  fell  into  pitfalls,  which  had 
been  covered  with  branches  of  trees  d, 

a  Id.  dc  Vcnat.  p.  99*,  I      c  Id  ibid. 
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On  the  following  days,  flags  were  killed  in  the  fame  man* 
ner e ;  we  wounded  feveral  others,  and  our  dogs  fatigued 
them  fo  much,  that  they  would  ftand  dill  within  reach  of  our 
javelins,  and  throw  themfelves  fometimes  into  ponds,  and 
fometimes  into  the  fea  f. 

Daring  the  whole  time  that  thefe  hunting*  laded,  the  con- 
verfation  turned  only  on  the  fports  in  which  we  were  engaged* 
Our  companions  defcribed  to  us  the  various  methods  employ- 
ed in  different  countries  to  take  lions,  panthers,  bears,  and 
other  wild  beafts.  We  were  told,  that  in  fome  places  they 
mix  poifon  with  the  ftagnant  waters,  and  the  food  with  which 
thefe  creatures  aiTuage  their  hunger  and  thirft.  In  others, 
horfemen  form  a  circle  during  the  night  round  the  animal, 
and  attack  him  at  the  break  of  day,  often  at  the  rife  of  their 
Jives.  In  others,  they  dig  a  wide  and  deep  pit,  leaving  only 
a  kind  of  pillar  of  earth,  to  which  they  fallen. a  {he-goat,  and 
place  around  it  an  impenetrable  palifade.  .  The  wild  beafl, 
brought  thither  by  the  cries  of  the  goat,  leaps  the  barrier, 
and  falls  into  the  pit,  from  which  he  is  unable  to  extricate 
himfelf  ?• 

We  were  likewife  told,  that  in  a  certain  diftrift  of  Thrace 
a  kind  of  partnerflup  has  been  formed  between  the  hawks 
and  the  inhabitants  ;  that  the  former  pprfue  the  fmall  birds, 
and  force  them  to  alight  on  the  ground,  where  the  latter  kill 
them~wi£h  flicks,  or  take  them  in  nets,  and  divide  their  prey 
with  their  aflbciatps  h.  I  doubt  the  fajft ;  but  were  it  true,  it 
Would  not  be  the  firft  tine  that  irreconcileab)e  enemies  have 
united  to  deprive  the  weak  of  all  refource. 

As  nothing  is  fo  pleating  and  inftru&ive  as  to  ftudy  a  great 
man  in.  his  retirement,  we  paffed  a  part  of  the  day  in  con- 
verting with  Xenophon ;  in  liftening  to  him,  interrogating 
him,  and  following  him  through  every  circumitance  of  his 

c  Id.  ibid,  p  990.  I      h  Ariftof.  Hift.  \nimal.  lib.  9.  cap. 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  991,   .  I  36.  t.  i.  p.  490.   JElian.  de  Nat.  Aniou 

€  Id.  ibid.  p.  995.  J  lib.  3.  cap.  4%. 
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private  life.  We  found  in  his  conversation  all  that  mildnefs 
and  elegance  which  are  fo  confpicuous  in  his  writings.  He 
poffeffed  at  once  the  courage  neceffary  for  affairs  of  moment, 
and  that  requifite  for  things  of  letTer  confequence,  a  much 
more  rare  and  more  neceffary  virtue.  The  former  was  in 
him  an  unfhaken  fortitude,  and  the  latter  an  invincible  pa- 
tience. 

Some  years  before  his  refolution  had  been  put  to  the  fe- 
vered proof  that  a  heart  of  fenfibility  can  experience*  Gryl- 
lus,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  ferved  in  the  Athenian  cavalry,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Mantinea.  The  news  of  his  death  was 
brought  to  Xenophon,  at  the  moment  when  he  was  facrificing 
to  Diana,  furrounded  by  his  friends  and  domeftics.  In  the 
midft  of  the  ceremonies,  a  confufed  and  plaintive  murmur  was 
heard,  and  the  courier  approached.  The  Thebans,  {aid  he, 
have  conquered,  and  Gryllus— — .  A  flood  of  tears  pre- 
vented him  froaa  proceeding.  How  !  is  he  dead  ?  faid  the 
unhappy  father,  taking  the  crown  he  wore  from  his  brow. 
After  having  performed  the  braveft  actions,  and  lamented  by 
the  whole  army,  replied  the  meffenger.  At  thefe  words 
Xenophon  refumed  his  crown,  and  finifhed  his  facrifice '.  I 
one  day  faid  fomething  to  him  concerning  his  lofs,  but  he  on- 
ly anfwered,  Alas  !  I  knew  that  he  was  mortal  k ;  and  im- 
mediately turned  the  difcourfe  to  fome  other  fubje&. 

On  another  occafion  we  inquired  of  him  in  what  manner  he 
firft  became  acquainted  with  Soorates.  I  was  very  young, 
faid  he,  when  I  met  him  in  an  extremely  narrow  ftreet  in 
Athens.  He  flopped  the  way  with  his  ftaff,  and  alked  me 
where  the  neceffaries  of  life  were  to  be  bought.  I  replied, 
In  the  market.  But  where,  continued  he,  may  any  one  learn 
to  become  a  good  and  virtuous  man  ?  Perceiving  that  I  hefi- 
tated,  he  added,  Follow  me,  and  I  will  teach  you  *.     I  follow- 

■         ■  1      ■       ■ .ii ii  ■  1  m 

i  Diogcn.  Laert.  lib.  a.  §  54.    M-  j      k  Val.  Max.  lib.  5.  cap.  10.  ezterat 
lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  3.     Sub.  I  No.  a. 
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•d  him,  and  from  that  time  never  left  him  till  I  went  into  the 
army  of  Cyrus.'  On  my  return  I  learned  that  the  Athenians 
had  put  to  death  the  moil  juft  of  men.  I  had  no  other  con- 
folation  but  to  tranfmit  in  my  writings  the  proofs  of  his  in- 
nocence to  the  nations  of  Greece,  and  perhaps  alfo  to  pofteri- 
ty.  At  prefent  I  know  no  greater  pleafure.than  recalling  to 
mind,  and  meditating  on  his  virtues. 

As  we  all  fincerely  participated  in  the  lively  and  afieftion- 
ate  efteem  which  he  expreflfed  for  this  great  man,  Xenophon 
afterwards  entered  into  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  fyftem 
of  life  which  Socrates  had  embraced,  and  explained  to  us  his 
dodrine,  fuch  as  it  really  was,  confined  entirely  to  morals  m, 
without  any  mixture  of  foreign  dogmas,  or  thofe  phyfical  and 
metaphyseal  difcuffions  which  Plato  has  attributed  to1  his  maf- 
ter1.  How  was  it  poffible  that  I  fhould- blame  Plato,  for 
whom  I  (hall  ever  preferye  the  mod  profound  veneration? 
Yet  muft  it  be  confefied,  that  the  real  opinions  of  Socrates 
are  lefs  to  be  ftudied  in  his  dialogues  than  in  thofe  of  Xeno- 
phon. In  the  courfe  of  this  work  I  fliall  endeavour  to  explain 
what  thefe  opinion's  were,  in  which  attempt  I  fliall  be  princi- 
pally indebted  to  the  information  I  derived  from  the  conver- 
fations  which  I  had  with  Xenophon  at  Scillus. 

With  a  mind  adorned  with  every  kind  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
and  long  habituated  to  reflection,  £enophon  wrote  to  render 
men  better  by  his  inftru&ions  ;  and  fo  great  was  his  love  of 
truth,  that  he  did  not  treat  the  fubjedt  of  politics  till  he  had 
carefully  investigated  the  nature  of  governments  ;  nor  publifli 
his  hiftories  but  to  relate  fads,  to  the  greater  part  of  which 
he  had  been  an  eye-witne£s.  He  did  not  write  on  the  military 
art  until  after  he  had  both  ferved  and  commanded  with  the 
greateft  diftin&ion  ;  nor  on  morals  till  he  had  pra&ifed  the 
leffons  which  he  gave  to  others. 

m  Ariftot.  Metapbyf.  lib.  I.  cap.  6.  I  lib.  3.  §  35.  Bruck.  Hift.  Philof.  t.  i. 
t.  H.  p.  848.  I  p.  1  x  ec  697.    Moflicm.  in  Cudw.  t.  i. 
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I  have  known  few  philofophers  fo  virtuous,  and  few  men 
fo  amiable.  With  what  a  graceful  and  obliging  affability  did 
he  reply  to  all  our  queftions  !  Diodorus,  Philotas,  and  my- 
felf,  were  one  day  walking  on  the  banks  of  the  Salinas,  and 
had  entered  into  a  warm  difpute  on  the  tyranny  of  the  paf- 
fiooi.  They  affirmed,  that  love  itfelf  could  not  eoflave  us 
againft  our  will.  I  maintained  the  contrary.  Xenophon  hap- 
pened to  join  the  company,  and  we  immediately  agreed  to 
refer  the  queftion  to  his  decifion ;  upon  which  he  related  to 
us  the  following  hiftory  : 

After  the  battle  which  the  great  Cyrus  gained  againft  the 
Aflyrians,  the  plunder  was  divided,  and  a  fuperb  tent,  and  a 
female  captive  who  furpafied  all  the  others  in  beauty,  refer- 
ved  for  that  prince.  This  captive  was  Panthea,  queen  of  Su- 
fiana  •.  Abradates  her  hufband  was  then  in  Ba&riana,  whither 
he  had  gone  to  bring  up  fome  fuccours  to  the  Aflyrian  army. 

Cyrus  refufed  to  fee  the  princefs,  and  confided  her  to  the 
cuftody  of  a  young  Median  nobleman,  named  Arafpes,  who 
had  been  educated  with  him.  Arafpes  defcribed  the  humili- 
ating fituation  in  which  (he  was  found.  She  was,  laid  he,  in 
her  tent,  fitting  on  the  ground,  furrounded  by  her  women, 
in  the  habit  of  a  flave,  with  her  head  bowed  down  and  cover- 
zed  with  a  veil.  We  defired  her  to  arife,  and  all  her  attendants 
rofe  at  the  fame  time.  One  of  us  wiflung  to  comfort  her,  faid 
to  her,  We  know  that  your  hufband  defer ved  your  love  by 
his  illuftrious  qualities ;  but  Cyrus,  to  whom  you  are  deftin- 
cd,  is  the  mod  accompliihed  prince  of  the  Eaft  p.  At  thefe 
words  (he  tore  her  veil,  and  her  fighs  and  tears,  and  the  cries 
#f  her  women,  painted  in  the  livelieft  manner  her  diflrefcful 
fituation.  We  had  then  mgre  time  to  obferve  her,  and  are 
enabled  to  afllire  you,  that  Afia  has  never  produced  a  beanty 
comparable  to  her  :  but-of  this  you  will  foon  judge  for  your- 
felf. 


•  Xcnpph.  Inftit.  Cyr,  lib.  $.  p.  1x4.        p  Id.  ibid,  p.  U$. 
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Ko,  &id  Cyrus,  what  you  hare  (aid  is  an  additional  mo* 
tive  why  I  fliould  avoid  her.  Were  I  to  fee  her  once,  I  ftiould 
wilh  to  fee-  her  again,  and  ihould  be  in  danger  of  forgetting 
in  her  company  the  care  of  my  fame  and  future  conquefU. 
Aqd  can  you  really  believe,  then,  replied  the  young  Median, 
that  beauty  exercifts  her  power  with  fo  imperious  a  fway,  as 
to  force  us  to  negkd  our  duty  in  defpite  of  ourfeives  ?  Why 
then  does  (he  not  equally  tyrannize  over  all  hearts  i  Why  do 
we  not  figh  with  inceftuous  pnflion  for  thofe  from  whom  wa 
have  received,  or  to  whom  we  have  given  life  ?  Becaufc  the 
laws  prohibit  us.  The  laws  therefore  are  more  powerful  than 
love.  But  were  they  to  command  us  to  he  infenfible  to  hupger. 
and  thirft,  to  cold  and  heat,  they  would  be  univerfaUy  difo- 
bcyed.  Nature  therefore  is  more  powerful  than  the  laws. 
Love  in  like  manner  would  be  irrtfiilible  if  it  were  invincible 
in  its  own  nature.  We  therefore  do  not  love  but  when  our 
will  permits  us  to  love  q. 

If  we  could  impofe  on  ourfdves  this  yoke  at  will,  replied 
Cyrus,  at  will  might  we  throw  it  of:  yet  have  I  feen  lovers 
filed  tears  of  anguiJh  at  the  Jofs  of  their  liberty,  and  vainly 
(hake  thofe  chains  which  they  ware  unable  either  to  freak  or 
to  fupport. 

Tbtfe,  replied  the  young  man,  were  feeble  and  inert  minds, 
who  imputed  to  the  power  of  love  what  was  merely  the  con- 
ference of  their  own  weakneb :  generoua  fouls  are  ever  ?ble 
to  fubjeA  their  paffions  to  their  duty. 

Arafpes,  Arafpes,  faid  Cyrus,  as  he  Left  him,  beware  how 
you  fee  the  princefs  too  often r. 

To  the  beauties  of  her  perfon,  Panthea  added  qualities 
which  her  forrows  and  misfortunes  rendered  dill  more  attrac- 
tive. Arafpes  thought  it  his  duty  to  beftow  on  her  every  care 
and  attention,  and,  without  perceiving  it,  continually  increased 
his  affiduity  towards  her ;  and  as  (he  could  not  but  return  his 

. : + 
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kindnefs  by  civilities,  he  miftook  the  emotions  of  gratitude 
for  the  wilh  to  pleafc  $,  and  foon  conceived  for  her  fo  ungo- 
vernable a  paflion,  that  he  conld  no  longer  refrain  from  de- 
claring it.  She  reje&ed  without  hefitation  the  offer  of  his  love, 
but  did  not  inform  Cyrus  of  what  had  palled,  till  Arafpes 
threatened  to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities  '• 

Cyrus  then  caufed  it  to  be  fignified  to  his  favourite,  that 
he  expefted  he  fhould  only  employ  the  methods  of  perfualion, 
and  by  no  means  have  recourfe  to  violence.  This  intimation 
was  a  thunder  ftroke  to  Arafpes.  He  blufhed  at  the  remem- 
brance of  his  condu&  j  and  the  fear  of  having  difpleafed  his 
matter  fo  overwhelmed  him  with  (hame  and  grief,  that  Cyrus, 
moved  at  his  fituation,  fent  for  him  into  his  pretence.  Why, 
faid  he,  when  he  came,  do  you  fear  to  approach  me  ?  I  know 
too  well  that  love  at  once  makes  his  fport  of  the  wifdom  of 
men  and  the  power  of  the  gods  !  I  myfelf  am  only  able  by 
avoiding  him  to  efcape  his  tyranny.  1  cannot  Impute  to  you 
a  crime  of  which  I  was  the  firft  occafion ;  for  I,  by  confiding 
the  princefs  to  your  care,  expofed  you  to  a  danger  fuperioi 
to  your  ftrength.  Oh,  my  fovereign  !  exclaimed  the  young 
Median,  while  my  enemies  triumph  over  me,  while  my  friends 
in  confternatioo  advife  me  to  fhun  your  anger,  while  all  a« 
round  me  confpire  to  complete  my  ruin,  do  you  offer  me  con- 
folation  !  Oh,  Cyrus  !  you  are  ever  the  fame  !  ever  are  you 
indulgent  to  frailties  in  which  you  do  not  participate ;  and 
you  pardon  becaufe  you  know  mankind. 

Let  us  profit,  replied  Cyrus,  by  circumftanccs.  I  wilh  to 
be  informed  of  the  forces  and  projects  of  my  enemies.  De« 
part  for  their  camp  ;  your  pretended  flight  will  have  all  the 
appearance  of  a  real  difgrace,  and  you  will  obtain  their  con- 
fidence. I  fly  to  obey  your  commands,  replied  Arafpes  ;  too 
happy  to  expiate  my  fault  by  fo  trivial  a  fervice..   But  can 

you,  anfwered  Cyrus,  bear  to  abfent  yourfelf  from  the  beauti- 

__  > 
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fftil  Panthea  u  ?  I  confcfs,  replied  the  young  Median,  that  my 
heart  is  rent  with  the  moft  cruel  pangs ;  and  I  now  feel  but 
too  forcibly  that  we  have  within  us  two  fouls,  by  one  of  which 
we  are  inceffantly  urged  to  evil,  while  the  other  inclines  us 
to  good.  I  have  hitherto  been  under  the  dominion  of  the 
former;  but,  ftrengthened  by  your  affiftancc,  the  latter  fliall 
foon  triumph  over  its  rival  *.  Arafpes  having  then  received 
fecret  inftru&ions,  departed  for  the  army  of  the  Affyrians. 

Xenophon,  having  proceeded  thus  far  in  his  narrative,  re- 
mained filent,  at  which  we  appeared  furprifed.  Is  not  the 
queflion  then  determined?  (aid  he.  Yes,  replied  Philotas, 
but  the  ftory  is  not  concluded,  and  that  now  engages  our 
attention  much  more  than  the  queftion.  Xenophon  fmiled, 
and  continued  as  follows :  0 

Panthea  having  been  informed  of  the  departure  of  Arafpes, 
caufed  it  to  be  fignified  to  Cyrus  that  4he  was  able  to  procure- 
him  a  more  faithful,  and  perhaps  a  more  ufeful,  friend  than 
that  young  favourite.  The  friend  (he  meant  was  her  huiband- 
Abradates,  whom  4he  propofed  to  detach?  from  the  fervice  of 
the  king  of  Affyria,  with  whom  he  had  reafon  to  be  diflatis- 
fied.  Gyrus  having  confented  to  this  negotiation,  Abradates 
arrived  in  the  camp  of  the  Perfians,  at  the  head  o?  two  thou* 
fand  horfe,  and  Cyrus  immediately  caufed  him  to  be  conduct- 
ed to  the  apartment  of  Panthea  ?,  who,  with  that  confufion 
of  ideas  and  feelings  which  a  felicity  long  denied  and  almoft 
unexpe&ed  occasions,  related  to  him  the  hiftory  of  her  capti- 
vity, her  fufferings,  the  attempts  of  Arafpes,  and  the  gene- 
rofity  of  Cyrus*  Her  tiufband,  impatient  to  exprefs  his  grati- 
tude, ran  inftantly  to  the  Perfian  prince,  and  grafping  his  hand, 
exclaimed,  Oh,  Cyrus !  for  all  that  I  owe.  you,  I  can  only 
offer  my  friendQiip,  roy  fervices,  and  my  foldiers,  but  be 
well  allured,  whatever  may  be  your  defigns,  Abradates  will 
always  exert  his  utmoft  powers  to  fupport  and  render  them 

u  Id.  ibid.  p.  154.  '        '  I     y  Id.  ibid.  p.  15*. 
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foccefcfbl.  Cyras  itccived  his  oHf.fs  with  tffcnfporf,  arid  they 
immediately  concerted  together  the  difpofitiotts  of  the  ap» 
proaching  battle  *. 

The  troops  of  the  Aflyrians,  Lydians,  and  a  great  part  of 
Afia,  were  u  itbin  fight  of  the  army  of  Cyrus.  Abradates 
was  appointed  to  attack  the  formidable  phalanx  of  die  Egyp- 
tians. Th  s  dangerous  poft  had  been  affigned  htm  by  lot ; 
he  had  himfclf  folioited  it,  but  the  other  generals  had  at  firft 
refafed  to  rtfign  it  to  him  *. 

When  he  was  about  to  mount  his  chariot,  Fanthea  came  to 
prefect  him  with  the  arms  which  (he  had  privately  caufed  to 
be  made,  and  on  which  were  f-en  the  jewels  that  had  fome- 
timt*  adorned  her  perfon.  *•  Yotr  have  then  facrificed  to  me 
even  your  ornamerfts,"  faid  the  prince  aff  dionately.  **  Alas  V9 
replied  (he,  •*  I  with  tn  other  ornament,  than  that  you  (hould 
this  day  appear  to  all  beholders  as  you  inceflantly  appear  to 
myfelf."  Thus  faying,  Are  put  on  him  his  refplendent  armour, 
while  her  eyes  involuntarily  fhed  tears,  which  flic  anxioufly 
endeavoured  to  conceal  *. 

When  (he  faw  him  take  the  reins,  £be  requefled  the  atten- 
dants to  ftep  aflde,  add  thus  addreffed  him:  "  if  ever  a  wife 
krved  her  hufband  a  thoufand  tim:  s  more  than  herfelf,  that 
wife  is  doufctlefs  yours ;  and  my  conduct  has  furely  been  a 
better  proof  of  this  than  my  words  :  yet,  notwithftanding  the 
ardour  of  my  paffion,  I  would  rather  ctfoofe,  and  1  fwear 
by  the  tender  bonds  by  which  we  are  united,  I  would  rather 
choofe  to  expire  with  you  in  the  bofom  of  honour,  than  to 
Jive  with  a  hufband  in  whofe  (ha  ne  I  mud  participate.  '  Re- 
member the  obligations  we  have  to  Cyrus  ;  remexber  that  1 
,  was  a  captive,  and  that  he  gave  me  liberty ;  that  I  was  ex- 
pofed  to  infult,  and  that  he  defended  me  ;  remember,  in  fine, 
that  I  have  deprived  him  of  his  friend;  and  that,   relying  on 


*  Id  ibid.  I      b  id.  ibid,  p.  169. 

•  Id.  ibid,  p  168.  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  383 

ffljr  word,  he'  has  believed  that  he  (hall  find  one  more  brave, 
and  doubtlefs  more  faithful,  in  my  beloved  Abradatet  V 

The  prince,  delighted  to  hear  thefc  words,  ft  retched  forth 
his  hand  on  the  head  of  his  fpoufe,  and  lifting  tip  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  "  Gracious  gods  !"  cried  he,  u  grant  that  I  may 
this  day  (how  myfelf  Worthy  to  W  the  friend  of  Cyrus  ;  and, 
above  all,  worthy  to  be  the  huiband  of  Panthea."  Immedi- 
ately he  leaped  into  his  chariot,  to  nfrhich  the  anxious  prin- 
cefs  had '  only  time  to  apply  her  trembling  lips.  In  the  agi- 
tation of  her  mind  fhe  followed  him' with  hafty  iteps  along 
the  plain,  till  Abradates  perceiving  her,  conjured  her  to  retire, 
and  arm  herfelf  With  fortitude-  Her  eunuch*  and  women 
then  approached,  and  withdrew  her  from  the  eyes  of  the  mul- 
titude, which,  conllantly  fixed  oh  her,  had  been  unable  to  pay 
the  leaft  attention  either  to  the  beauty  of  Abradates,  or  the 
magnificence  of  his  drefs  and  armour  d. 

The  battle  was  fought  near  the  river  Pa&olus  :  the  army 
of  Croefus  was  entirely  defeated,  the  vaft  empire  of  the  Ly- 
dians  overturned  in  a  moment,  and  that  of  the  Perfians  raifed 
on  its  ruins. 

The  day  following  the  viftory,  Cyrus,  aftonifhed  that  he 
had  not  feen  Abradates,  inquired  after  him  with  folicitude  % 
and  was  informed  by  one  of  his  officers,  that,  deferted  almoft 
in  the  beginning  of  the  a&ion  by  a  part  of  his  troops,  he  had 
neverthelefs  attacked  the  Egyptian  phalanx  with  the  greateft 
bravery ;  that  he  had  been  killed,  after  having  feen  all  his 
friends  fall  around  him  ;  and  that  Panthea  had  caufed  his  bo- 
dy to  be  conveyed  to  the  banks  of  the  Pa&olus,  and  was  then 
employed  in  erecting  a  tomb. 

Cyrus,  overwhelmed  with  grie£  immediately  gave  orders 
that  the  neceffary  preparatives  for  the  funeral  of  the  hero 
fhould  be  conveyed  to  that  place.  He  himfelf  preceded  them ; 


c  Id.  ibid.  I     «  Id.  lib.  7.  p.  %  8* 
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and,  when  he  arrived,  beheld  the  unhappy  Paftthea  feated  oil 
the  ground,  near  the  bloody  corpfe  of  her  hufband.  His  eyes 
overflowed  with  tears.  He  attempted  to  grafp  that  hand 
which  had  fought  for  him :  it  remained  in  his  own,  for  the 
keen  blade  had  Separated  it  from  the  body  in  the  bloody  con- 
flift.  The  emotion  of  Cyrus  redoubled,  and  Panthea  uttered 
the  moil  piercing  cries.  She  again  took  the  hand  »  and,  after 
having  covered  it  with  a  flood  of  tears,  and  ardent  kifles,  en- 
deavoured to  rejoin  it  to  the  arm  ;  and  at  length  pronounced 
thefe  words,  which  expired  on  her  lips  :  "  Alas  !  Cyrus,  yetx 
fee  the  calamity  by  which  I  am  perfecuted,  and  why  do  you 
wilh  to  "be  a  witnefc  to  it  ?  For  me,  for  you,  has  he  facrificed 
his  life.  Wretch  that  I  was,  I  wiihed  he  fliould  merit  your 
efteem  ;  and,  too  obedient  to  my  counfel,  he  regarded  lefs  his 
own  fafety  than  your  feryice !  He  has  died  glorioufly,  I 
know,  but  he  is  dead,  and  I  yet  live." 

Cyrus,  after  having  wept  a  while  in  filence,  replied,  "  Vic- 
tory has  crowned  his  life,  and  his  end  could  not  be  more  glo- 
rious. Accept  thefe  ornaments  for  his  tomb,  and  thefe  vic- 
tims to  be  immolated  in  his  honour.  I  will  take  care  to  ereft 
a  monument  which  iball  eternize  his  memory.  You  alfo  I 
will  never  forfake  or  forget ;  I  too  much  refpe&  your  virtues 
and  your  misfortunes :  only  point  out  to  me  the  place  to 
which  you  would  wilh  to  be  conduced." 

Panthea  having  aflu red  him  that  of  this  he  fliould  foon  be 
informed,  and  Cyrus  having  taken  his  leave,  commanded  her 
eunuchs  to  retire,  and  fent  for  a  woman  who  had  attended 
her  from  her  earlieft  years,  to  whom  flie  thus  fpoke  :  "  Ee 
careful,  as  fooji  as  my  eyes  are  clofed,  to  cover  my  body  and 
that  of  my  hufband  with  the  fame  veil."  The  (lave  endea- 
voured to  divert  her  from  her  purpofe  by  her  entreaties  ;  but 
as  thefe  only  ferved  to  increafc  her  too  juft  affli£ion,  fhe  fat 
down,  fhedding  a  flood  of  tears,  by  the  fide  of  her  miftrefe. 
Panthea  then  feized  a  poniard,  and  plunged  it  into  her  breaft, 
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and,  when  expiring,  (till  pofleflcd  fufficient  ftrength  to  lay  her 
head  on  the  bofom  of  her  hufband  f . 

Her  women  and  all  her  attendants  inil an tlj  uttered  the  moil 
piercing  cries  of  grief  and  defpair.  Three  of  her  eunuch* 
facrificcd  tbemfelve*  to  the  manes  of  their  miftrefs ;  and  Cy- 
rus, who  had  haftened  to  the  place  at  the  firft  report  of  this 
new,  calamity,  again  wept  the  amiable  pair,  and  caufed  a 
tomb  to  be  erefted  for  them,  in  which  their  aihes  were 
mingled  * « 


CHAP.    Xt. 
Tour  of  MeJJkma*. 

VV  f  left  Scillus,  and,  after  having  croffed  TYiphylia,  arrived 
on  the  hanks  of  the  Neda,  which  {eparates  Elis  from  Mef- 
fenia  K 

As  we  intended  to  make  the  tour  of  the  coafts  of  the  litter 
province,  we  embacked  at  the  port  of  CypariCjia,  and  the  next 
day  landed  at  Pylos,  fituated  under  Mount  JEgaleus  K  Vef- 
fels  find  a  fafe  retreat  in  the  road  near  this  town,  which  is  al- 
moft  entirely  (hut  in  by  the  ifland  Spha&exia  k.  The  envi- 
rons prefent  on  all  fides  only  woods,  fteep  rocks,  a  barren 
jbil,  and  an  undifturbed  folitude  *.  The  Lacedemonians,  who 
were  in  poffeffion  of  Mefienia  during  the  Peloponnefian  warn 
had  entirely  negle&ed  Pylos ;  but  the  Athenians,  having 
made  themfelves  matters  of  it,  immediately  fortified  it,  and 
repulfed  both  by  fea  and  land  the  troops  of  Lacedsemon  and 
her  allies.     From  that  time  this  city,  like  all  other  places  in 


f  Id.  ibid.  p.  185. 
I  Id.  ibid.  p.  186. 
*  See  map  of  Mcfleoia* 
h  Paofan.  lib.  4.  cap.  ac«  p.  $%?. 
Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  348. 


i.Strab  lib*  8.  p.  359. 

k  Thncyd.  fib  4.  cap.  8.  Diod.  Sic. 
lib.  12.  p.  113. 

■  Id.  ibid.  Pau&a.  lib.  4.  cap.  36. 
P-37* 
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'which  men  have  maflacred  etch  other,  has  excited  the  curi* 
fity  of  travellers  m. 

We  were  fhown  a  ftatue  of  Viftory,  which  had  been  left 
here  by  the  Athenians  a  ;  and  were  told  that  the  fage  Neftor 
had  reigned  over  this  country.  It  was  in  vain  for  us  to  re- 
ply, that,  according  to  Homer,  he  reigned  in  Triphylia  • ; 
we  received  no  other  anfwer,  than  by  being  fhown  the  houfe 
of  that  prince,  his  portrait,  and  the  cave  in  which  he  kept  his 
oxen  p.  We  were  ftili  difpofed  to  difpute  the  fa&,  but  were 
foon  convinced,  that  both  nations  and  individuals,  proud  of 
'their  claims  to  an  illuftrious  origin,  are  feldom  pleafed  that 
their  title  to»it  ftiould  be  doubted. 

Continuing  to  fail  along  the  coaft  to  the  bottom  of  the 
gulf  of  Meflenia,  we  faw  at  Mothone  *,  a  well,  the  water  of 
which,  naturally  impregnated  with  particles  of  pitch,  has  the 
fmelfand  colour  of  balm  of  Cyzicus*.  At  Colonides  we  re- 
marked that  the  inhabitants,  though  they  are  ftrangers  both 
to  the  manners  and  language  of  the  Athenians,  pretend  to 
be  defcended  from  that  people,  becaufe  there  is  at  Athens 
an  eminence  named  Colono? r.  Farther  on,  we  faw  a  temple 
of  Apollo,  to  which  fick  perfons  come  to  feek,  and  believe 
that  they  find  a  cure $.  Still  farther,  we  came  to  the  city 
of  Corone  f,  lately  built  by  order  of  Epaminondas  c ;  and, 
laftly,  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Pamifus,  which 
we  entered  with  all  our  fails  fet,  as  fhips  may  proceed  up  it 
to  the  diftance  of  ten  ftadia  u. 

This  river  is  the  largeft  in  Peloponnefus,  though  from  its 
fource  to  the  fea  the  diftance  is  not  more  than  one  hundred 
ftadia  x  J;  Its  courfe  is  ihort,  but  it  completes  it  with  di- 
ftin&ion*     It  fuggefts  the  idea  of  a  ihort  and  happy  life.     Its 


m  Paufan.  lib.  4.  f  ap.  36.  p.  37a. 
«  Id.  ibid. 
*  °  Strab.  Ub.  8.  p.  350. 
P  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  36.  p.  37  X. 

*  Now  Modo*. 

4  Id.  ibid.  cap.  35.  p.  369. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  34.  p.  36J. 


•  Id.  ibid, 
t  Now  Cot* 
«  Id.  ibid. 
u  Id.  ibid.  p.  363. 
x  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  361. 
X   About  three  league*  and  three- 
quarter* 
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piirc  waters  feem  only  to  flow  for  the  benefit  of  every  objeft 
it  approaches.  The  beft  fea-fifti  delight  in  it  in  all  feafons  ; 
and  at  the  return  of  fpring,  haften  to  afcend  it,  to  depofit  their 
fpawn  y. 

While  we  were  landing,  we  faw  feveral  veflels,  which  ap-' 
peared  to  us  of  a  foreign  conftruftion,  and  which  made  way 
both  with  fails  and  oars.  They  came  up  clofe  to  the  ifcore, 
arid  immediately  a  nutnber  of  perfons,  of  all  ages  and  both 
fexes,  leaped  from  them  on  the  beach,  threw  themfelves  pn>- 
ftrate  on  the  ground,  aud  exclaimed,  "  A  thoufand  and  a 
thoufand  times  blefled  be  the  day  that  reftores  thee  to  our 
wifhes  j  we  water  thee  with  our  tears,  O  beloved  land,  which 
our  fathers  poffefled  !  O  facred  earth,  which  contained  the 
allies  of  our  fathers  !"  I  approached  an  aged  man,  named 
Xenocles,  who  appeared  to  be  the  leader  of  this' multitude, 
and  atked  him  who  they  were,  and  whence  they  came.  You 
behold,  replied  he,  the  descendants  of  thofe  Meffenians  whom 
the  cruelty  of  the  Lacedaemonians  formerly  forced  to  abandon 
their  country,  and  who,  Under  the  conduct  of  my  father  Co- 
mon,  fought  refuge  in  the  extremities  of  Libya,  in  a  country 
which  has  no  intercourfe  with  the  nations  of  Greece.  We 
Were  long  ignorant  that  Epaminondas  had,  about  fifteen  years 
fince,  feftored  liberty  to  Meflenia,  and  recalled  its  ancient  in- 
habitants z.  When  we  were  informed  of  it;  our  return  was 
prevented  by  infurmoun table  obftacles  ;  and  afterwards  the 
death  of  Epaminondas  occafioned  a  ft  ill  longer  delay  ;  but  we 
are  at  length  arrived  to  enjoy  his  benefactions. 

We  joined  thefe  ftrangers  ;  and,  after  having  traverfeci  fer- 
tile plains;  arrived   at  Mcffene,  fituated,  like  Corinth,  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  and  become,  like  that  city,  one  of  the  bul- 
warks of  Peloponnefus  a. 
9  ..  ,  _ — 

*  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  34.  p.  363.      I      a  Polyb.  lib.  7.  p.  505.     Stralj.  Kfc 
I*,  ibid.  cap.  a6.  p.  34a.  \  8.  p.  361. 
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The  walls  of  Meffene,  built  of  hewn  ftone,  crowded  with 
battlements,  and  flanked  with  towers*,  are  ftronger  and  high* 
er  than  thofe  of  Byzantium,  Rhodes,  and  the  other  cities  of 
Greece5.  They  include  within  their  circuit  Mount  Irhomc. 
Within  the  city  we  found  a  large  public  fquare  or  forum, 
ornamented  with  temples,  ftatues,  and  a  plentiful  fountain. 
On  every  fide  we  beheld  beautiful  edifices  ;  and  from  thefe 
firft  effays  we  may  eafiiy  judge  of  the  magnificence  which 
Meflene  will  hereafter  difplay0. 

The  new  inhabitants  were  received  with  the  utmoft  re* 
fpe^b,  and  the  moil  eager  welcome.  The  next  day  they  went 
to  offer  up  their  homage  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  which 
ftands  on  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  d,  and  in  the  middle  of 
a  citadel  that  unites  the  ftrength  Supplied  by  art  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  fituation. 

The  mountain  is  one  of  the  Joftfeft*,  and  the  temple  one 
of  the  moft  ancient  in  Peloponnefus  f.  There  it  was,  as  tra- 
dition relates,  that  the  nymphs  nurtured  Jupiter  in  his  in- 
fancy. The  ftatue  of  that  god,  the  work  of  Agdadas,  is  de- 
pofited  in  the  houfe  of  a  prreft,  who  only  exereifcs  the  func- 
tions of  the  priefthood,  to  which  he  is  appointed  by  the  way 
of  ele&ion  *,  during  the  fpace  of  one  year.  The  prieft  at  the 
lime  we  were  there  was  named  Celenus ;  he  had  pafled  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Sicily. 

On  that  fame  day  was  celebrated  an  annual  feftival  in  ho- 
nour of  Jupiter,  which  afiembles  the  people  of  the  neighbour- 
ing provinces.  The  fides  of  the  mountain  were  covered  with 
men  and  women,  who  eagerly  prefled  to  gain  the  fummit. 
We  were  prefent  at  the  facred  ceremonies,  and  at  the  mufieal 
competitions,  which  had  been  inftituted  for  a  long  feries  of 


•  Thirty-eight  of  thefe  towers  were 
ASH  renaming  fifty  yean  ago;  the 
Abbe*  Fourmont  faw  them  (Mem.  de 
V Acad,  dct  Bell.  Lettr.  t*  *ii.  Hift.  p. 

$55)' 
b  Paufan.  lib.  4-  cap.  31.  p.  356, 


c  Men*  de  i' Acad.  det-BeB.  Lettr. 
t.  Tii.  Hift.  p.  355. 
d  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  33.  p.  36s* 
e  Id.  ibid.  cap.  9.  p.  301. 
f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  287. 
*  Id.  ibid,  cap.  33.  p.  361. 
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ages  V  The  joy  of  the  Meflfcnians  of  Libya  prefented  an  ak 
fe&ing  fcene,  the  intereft  of  which  was  increafed  by  an  un- 
foreseen circumftance.  Celenus,  the  pricft  of  Jupiter,  recog- 
nized a  brother  in  the  chief  of  thefe  unfortunate  families,  and 
was  unable  to  tear  himfelf  from  his  arms.  They  reminded 
each/  other  of  the  fatal  erents  by  which  they  had  formerly 
been  feparated.  We  paffed  fome  days  with  thefe  twp  refpeft- 
able  old  men,  and  with  many  of  their  kindred  and  their 
friends. 

From  the  houfe  of  Celenus  the  eye  may  embrace  the  whole 
of  Meflcnia,  and  follow  its  boundaries  through  a  fpace  of  a- 
bout  eight  hundred  ftadia1*.  The  profped  extends  to  the 
north,  over  Arcadia  and  EUs  ;  to  the  weft,  and  to  the  fouth, 
over  the  fea  and  the  neighbouring  iflands.;  and  to  the  eaft, 
over  a  chain  of  mountains  named  Taygetus,  which  divide  this 
country  from  that  of  Laconia.  The  eye  at  leogth  repofes 
with  pleafure  on  the  'rich  landscape  contained  within  thefe 
limits.  We  were  mown,  at  different  diftanoes,  fertile  fields, 
interfered  by  hills  and  rivers,  and  covered  with  hosts  and 
young  horfes,  which  conftitute  the  riches  of  the  inhabitants  k. 
From  the  fmall  number  of  cultivators  which  we  had  feen,  I 
could  not  refrain  from  remarking,  that  the  population  of  the 
country  did  not  appear  to  me  to  bear  a  due  proportion  to  its 
fertility.  That,  replied  Xesocles,  is  only  to  be  imputed  to 
thofe  barbarians,  the  odious  fight  of  whom  is  prevented  by 
yon  mountains.  During  four  entire  ceuturies,  the  Lacedw- 
monians  have  ravaged  Meflenia,  and  left  to  the  inhabitants, 
for  their  whole  inheritance,  war  or  exile,  death  or  flavery. 

We  had  but  a  flight  knowledge  of  thefe  calamitous  revo- 
lutions, which  Zenocles  perceiving,  fighed,  and  addreJSng 
himfelf  to  his  fan,  Take  your  lyre,  faid  he,  and  fing  thofe 

h  Id.  ibid.  1  p.  36*-    Plat,  in  Alcib.  1. 1.  U.  p.  us. 

i  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  36a.  I  Paufan.  lib.  4.  p.  aft  ct  316.    Fhr% 

*  Thirty  leagues  and  a  quarter.         I  in  Agrf.  t.  i.  p.  615. 

*  fcuripid.  ct  Tyrt/tp.  ftrab.  lib.  8.  | 
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three  elegies  in  which  my  father,  Immediately  after  our  arri- 
val in  Libyia,  endeavoured  to  affuage  his  grief,  and  to  eter- 
nize the  memory  of  the  woes  our^country  has  fuffered.  The 
youth  obeyed,  and  began  as  follows: 

FIRST    ELEGT 
On  the  Firjl  War  of  Meffenia  * 

Baniflied  from  Greece,  Grangers  to  other  nations,  we  arc 
only  connected  with  mankind  by  the  fruitless  pity  which  they 
fometimes  deign  to  beftow  on  our  fufferings.  Who  could 
have  foretold,  that,  after  having  fo  long  wandered  on  the 
waves,  we  mould  arrive  at  the  port  of  the  Evefperidae  l,  in  a 
country  which  both  nature  and  peace  enrich  with  their  mod 
valuable  gifts  !  Here  the  earth,  largely  repaying  the  vows  of 
the  labourer,  renders  back  the  feed  confided  to  it  increafed  aa 
hundred  foldm.  Tranquil  rivers  wind  through  the  plain, 
near  a  valley  {haded  by  laurels,  myrtles,  pomegranates,  and 
trees  of  every  fpecies  n.  Beyond  are  burning  fands,  barba- 
rous nations,  and  ferocious  animals  ;  yet  have  we  nothing  to 
fear,  for  among  them  are  no  Lacedaemonians. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  delightful  retreats,  compaf&enat- 
ing  our  miferies,  have  generoufly  offered  us  an  afylum.  Yet 
docs  grief  confume  our  days,  and  our  feeble  pleafures  only 
render  our  regret  more  poignant.  Alas  !  how  many  times, 
while  wandering  in  thefe  enchanting  groves,  have  I  felt  my 
tears  involuntarily  flow  at  the  remembrance  of  MeiTenia. 
Oh,  happy  banks  of  Famifus,  augufl  temples,  facred  grove*, 
plains  fo  often  moiftened  by  the  blood  of  our  anceftors,  no, 
never  can  I  forget  you !  But  to  you,  ferocious  Spartans,!  fwear, 
in  the  name  of  the  fifty  thoufand  Mefienians  whom  you  have 
difperfed  over  the  earth,  a  hatred  as  implacable  as  your  cru- 


*  This  war  began  in  the  year  be- 
fore Chrift  743,  and  ended  in  the  year 
723  before  the  faincaera.  '• 

1  Paufan.  lib.  4. 'cap.  »6.  p.  342. 


m  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  198. 

a  Scylac.  Peripl.  ap.  Geogr.  Win. 
t.  i.  p.  46.  Plin.'  lib.  5.  tap.  5.  p 
349. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE*  39 1 

eky«    I  fwear  it  in  the  name  of  their  defendants,  and  in  the  * 
name  Of  aU  hearts  of  fenfibility  of  every  age  and  country. 

Unfortunate  furvivors  of  fo  many  heroes  more  unfortunate 
ftill,  may  my  ftrains,  imitating  thofe  of  Tyrtaeus  and  Archi- , 
lochus,  inceflantly  found  in  your  ears,  like  the  trumpet  which  - 
gives  the  fignal  to  the  warrior,  like  the  thunder  which  di- 
sturbs the  fleep  of  the  coward.  May  they,  night  and  day, 
prefemting  to  your  eyes  the  menacing  (hades  of  your  fathers, 
leave  in  your  hearts  a  wound  which  fliall  bleed  day  and* 
night. 

The  Meflenians  -enjoyed,  during  many  ages,  an  undifturbed. 
tranquillity,  in  a  country  which  fufficed  to  fupply  all  their 
wants,  and  beneath  the  mild  influences  of  a  iky  perpetually- 
ferene.  They  were  free  ;  they  had  wife  laws,  fimple  man* 
ners,  kings  who  loved  their  people  °,  and  joyous  feftivals  to 
relax  them  after  their  labours. 

On  a  fudden,  the  alliance  by  which  they  were  united  to  the  * 
Lacedaemonians  received  a  mortal  wound.  The  two  ftatca 
iriutually  accufed  and  irritated  each  other,  and  menaces  fuc* 
ceeded  to  complaints.  Ambition,,  till  then  enchained  by  the 
laws  of  Lycurgus,  feized  the 'moment  to  break  his  fetters, 
and  loudly  calling  injuftice  and  violence  to  his  aid,  entered 
with  thefe  infernal  attendants  into  the  hearts  of  the  Spartans, 
and  incited  them  to  fwear  on  their  altars  never  to  lay  down 
their  arms  till  they  had  enfflaved  Meflenia  p.  The  deftru&ive 
paffion,  elated  with  his  firft  fuccefs,  led  them  to  on£  of  the 
fummits  of  Mount  Taygetus,  and  fhowing  them  the  rich 
countries  that  lay  before  their  eyes,  introduced  them  into  a 
fortified  place  which  belonged  to  their  ancient  allies,  and 
ferved  as  a  barrier  to  the  two  ftates  q. 

At  this  news,  our  anceftors,  unable  to  endure  the  infult, 
ran  tumultuoufly  to  the  palace  of  our  kings.  The  fage  Eu- 
phaes  was  then  on  the  throne.     He  liftened  to  the  advice  of 


0  Panfan.  Kb.  4.  cap.  3.  p.  a$6*  I      q  Paufafl.  Kb.  4.  cap.  5.  p.  39%. 
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the  chiefs  of  the  nation :  he  excited  the  ardent  courage  of  thfr 
Meflenians,  but  reftrained  it  till  it  might  be  alette*  with 
faccefs r.  Whole  years  fcarcelj  fafficed  to  inure  to  military 
difcipline  a  people  too  long  accuftomed  to  the  inert  enjoy- 
meats  of  peace.  la  that  interval,  he  learnt  to  fee,  without  a 
murmur,  his  harvefts  deftroyed  by  the  Lacedannoniansy  and 
to  make  himfelf  federal  incurfions  into  L&conie, 

Twice  the  moment  ef  rengeance  appeared  to  approach, 
twice  the  forces  of  the  two  ftates  met  is  the  martial  conftift, 
but  vi&ory  dared  not  yet  to  decide  the  important  difpute  3 
and  her  indecifiofc  accelerated  the  rtrin  of  the  Meflenians. 
Their  army  was  enfeebled,  from  day  to  day,  by  the  lofs  of  a 
great  number  of  warriors,  by  the  garrifons  which  it  was  oe- 
oefiary  to  maintain  in  different  plaoes,  by  the  defertion  of  the 
flaves,  and  by  an  epidemical  dtfeafe,  which  began  its  dire  ra- 
vages, in  a  country  formerly  fo  fouriJhing. 

In  this  extremity  it  was  refolded  to  entrench  the  army  on 
Mouotjlthonie  \  and  to  ceafult  the  oracle  of  Delphi.  The 
priefts*  and  not  the  gods,  didated  the  barbarous  anfwer.  The 
fefety  of  Meflfeoia,  faid  they,  depends  on  the  faeriflce  of  a 
youthfal  maiden*  drawn  by  lot,  dad  chofen  from  the  family 
on  the  throne  ■• 

Ancient  prejudices  bliaded  all  eyes  to  the  atrocious  crime 
of  obeying  fuch  an  injunction.  The,  fatal  urn  was  brought, 
find  the  lot  condessned  to  death  the  daughter  of  Lyctfcus ;  but 
her  father,  faddenly  withdrawing  her  from  every  eye,  fled 
with  her  to  Lacedssmon*  The  warrior  Ariftodemus  infiandy 
advanced,  and,  in  defpite  of  the  tender  afie&ien  which  re* 
jponftrated  againft  the  aft  from  {he  bottom  of  his  heart,  of- 
fered his  own  daughter  to  the  akar.  She  had  been  affianced 
to  one  of  the  favourites  of  the  king,  who  ran  to  proteft  her. 

He  maintained  that  her  father  could  not  difpofe  of  his  fpoufe 

1  ]  1  -  -  -         1        

r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  7.  p.  495.  I      l  Id.  ibid.    Enfcb.  Prxpir.  £vio{. 

9  Id.  ibid.  cao.  9.  p.  30$.  { lib.  3.  cap.  vj.  p.  %%y 
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TOdicmt  hi*  content.    He  went  farther :  to  fave  her  he  Ten* 
tared  even  to  caft  an  imputation  on  her  innocence,  and  de- 
clared, that  the  rites  of  Hymen  had  already  been  contaminated. 
The  horror  of  fuch  a  falfehood,  the  dread  of  difhonour,  pa- 
temaMove,  the  fao&ity  of  his  word,  a  multitude  of  contrary 
emotions,  agitated  with  fuch  violence  the  mind  of  Ariftodev 
mus,  that. the  ftroke  of  defpair  was  neceflary  to  afford  him 
relief.     He  feized  a  poniard,  and  his  daughter  fell  dead  at  his 
ftet,  in  view  of  the  ihuddering  fpe&ators.  The  prieft,  unfated 
with  blood,  exclaimed,    "  It  Was  not  piety  but  madnefs  which 
guided  the  hand  of  the  murderer :  the  gods  require  another 
▼i&im."      And  another  they  (hall  have,  replied  the  furious 
multitude,  who  immediately  fell  upon  the  wretched  lover, 
whom  they  would  have  torn  to  pieces  on  the  fpot,  bad  not 
the  king  appeafed  the  tumult,  and  perfuaded  them  that  the 
conditions  of  the  oracle  were  fulfilled. 

Sparta  ftill  inflexibly  adhered  to  her  projefta  of  conquefts^ 
which  were  manifested  by  her  frequent  hoftilities  and  bloody 
confli&s.  In  one  of  thefe  battles  king  Euphaes  was  (lain,  and 
Ariftodemus  focceeded  to  the  throne  u.  In  another,  in  which 
Several  of  the  dates  of  Peloponnefus  had  joined  the  Meffeni- 
ans",  our  enemies  were  defeated,  and  three  hundred  of  them, 
taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  facrificed  on  the  altars  of 
Jupiter  *. 

The  liege  of  Ithome  was  neverthelefs  continued  with  vigour. 
Ariftodemus  prolonged  the  duration  of  it  by  his  vigilance, 
his  courage,  the  confidence  hi?  troops  had  in  him,  and  the 
cruel  recolle&ion  of  the  fate  of  his  daughter.  At  length 
fallacious  oracles  and  terrifying  prodigies  (hook  his  conftancy ; 
he  defpaired  of  the  fafety  of  Meffenia,  and,  having  (tabbed 
himfelf  with  his  own  fword,  yielded  his  laft  breath  on  the 
tomb  of  his  daughter  *• 


u  Id.  ibid.  cap.  10  p.  304. 

*  Id.  ibid,  cap.  U.  p.  305. 

y  Myron,  ap.  Paofaa.  lib.  4.  cap.  6. 
p.  294.  Clem.  Alex.  Cohort,  ad 
(knt  t.  i.  p.  j$6.  Eufcb.  Prsep.  Efarg. 


lib.  4.  cap  16.  p.  157.  Rut  in  Rom. 
t.  i.  p.  33.  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Beil* 
Lettr.  t.  ii.  p.  105. 

2  Paufca.  lib.  4.  cap.  13.  p.  311. 
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The  befieged  however  foil  defended  themfelves  for  many- 
months  ;  but,  after  having  loft  their  generals  and  their  braved 
fbldiers,  feeing  themfelves  without  prdvifions  and  without 
refource,  they  abandoned  the  place.  Some  retired  to  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  others  remained  in  their  ancient  dwel- 
lings, where  the  conquerors  forced  thepi  to  fwear  to  obferve 
the  following  articles. 

"  You  (hall  undertake  nothing  againft  our  authority  ;  you 
ftiall  cultivate  your  lands,  but  you  (kail  bring  us  every  year 
the  half  of  the  produce  j  at  the  death  of  our  kings  and  prin- 
cipal magift rates  you  fhall,  both  men  and  women,  wear 
9»ourning  V  Such  were  the  humiliating  conditions,  which, 
after  a  war  of  twenty  years,  Lacedaemoa  impofed  upon  our 
faceftor*.  - 


SECOND    ELECT 

On  the  Second  War  of  Meffinia  *. 

^igain  I  refume  the  lyre,  again  I  prepare  to  fing  the  glory 
pf  a  hero  who  long  fought  on  the  ruins  of  his  country.  Ah  ! 
were  it  permitted  to  mortals  to  change  the  decrees  of  deftiny, 
his  victorious  arms  would  doubtlefs  have  repaired  the  injuries 
of  a  deftruftive  war,  and  a  peace  no  lefs  hateful. 

What  a  peace  !  Juft  heaven  !  during  the  fpace  of  nine  and 
thirty  years,  it  never  ceafed  to  render  more  heavy  the  iron 
yoke  which  bowed  down  the  heads  of  the  vanquilhed  bf  and 
to  opprefs  them  with  every  fpecies  of  fervitude.  Subjected 
to  toilfome  labours,  finking  beneath  the  weight  of  the  tributes 
which  they  carried  to  Lacedaemon,  forced  to  mourn  at  the 
fontrals  of  their  tyrants  %  and  not  daring  to  utter  their  im- 
potent hatred*  they  bequeathed  to  their  children  only  woes 
to  fufFer  and  infults  to  revenge.     So  extreme  were  their  mi- 


a  Tyrt.  ap.  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  14. 
p.  313.     JElian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6.  c.  I. 

•  Thi«  war  began  in  the  year  be- 
fore thrift  684,  and  ended  in  the  year 


668  before  the  fame  sera. 

b  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  15.  p.  315.- 
c  Tyrr.  ap.  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  14. 

p.  313.     Poiyb.  lib.  6.  p.  300. 
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feries,  that  the  aged  had  no  longer  any  evil  to  fear  in  death, 
nor  thfe  youthful  any  good  to  hope  in  life. 

Their  eyes,  continually  fixed  on  the  ground,  were  at  length 
raifed  towards  Ariftomenes,  who  was  defcended  from  our  an- 
cient kings,  and  who,  from  his  earlieft  youth,  had  exhibited 
in  his  countenance,  his  words,  and  aftions,  the  diftinguiihing 
charafteriftics  of  an  elevated  mind.  This  prince,  furrounded  . 
by  ardent  and  impatient  youths,  whofe  courage  he  by  turns 
inflamed  or  tempered,  confulted  the  difpofitions  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ftates,  and  having  learned  that  thofe  of  Argos  and 
Arcadia  were  ready  to  furnilh  him  with  fuccours*  called  *  the  . 
Meffenians  to  arms**  and  from  that  moment  the  cries 
of  oppreffion  and  the  fhouts  of  liberty  were  heard  on  all 
fides.  ^ 

The  firft  battle  was  fought  in  a  village  of  Meflenia.  The 
vi&ory  was  long  doubtful ;  but  Ariftomenes  fo  diftinguifhed 
hirofelf  by  his  valbur,  that  the  army,  with  one  voice,  pro- 
claimed him  king  on  the  field  of  battle ;  but  he  refufed  an 
honour  to  which  he  had  a  legitimate  title  by  his  birth,  and  a 
dill  more  juft  claim  by  his  virtues. 

Placed  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  he  wifhed  to  intimidate 
the  Spartans  by  a  fignal  aft  of  courage,  and  to  depofit  in  the 
heart  of  their  capital  the  pledge  of  the  hatred  he  had  vowed 
again  ft  them  from  his  infancy.  He  repaired  to  Lacedarmon, 
and  having  fecretly  entered  the  temple  of  Minerva,  affixed 
to  the  wall  a  buckler, /on  which  thefe  words  were  inferibed : 
4C  Ariftomenes  has  confecrated  this  to  the  goddefs  from  the 
fpoils  of  the  Lacedaemonians  c." 

Sparta,  conformably  to  the  anfwer  of  the  oracle  of  Delphi, 
then  demanded  of  the  Athenians  a  general  to  conduct  the  war. 
Athens,  who  feared  to  contribute  to  the  aggrandizement  of 
her  rival,  fent  TyrUeus  f,  an  obfeure  poet,  who  compenfated 

<1  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  14.  p.  314.       1  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  15.  p.  316.    Mem. 
e  Td.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  316.  I  de  l'Acad    des  Bell.  Lettr.  t.  viii.  p. 

*  Lyciirg.  in  Lcocrat.  p.  162.  Jaftin.  I  144 ;  t*  ziii.  p.  484. 
)ib.  3.  cap.  5.    Plot,  in  Clcom.  p.  I05,,  | 
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the  disadvantages  of  his  peribn  and  the  xaeaanefs  of  his  fortune 
by  a  fublime  talent  which  the  Athenians  regarded  as  a  fpecies 
of  phrenzy*. 

Tyrtseus,  called  to  the  affiftance  of  a  warlike  nation,  which 
foon  received  him  into  the  number  of  her  citizens  h,  felt  his 
foul  expanded,  and,  following  where  his  high  deftiny  calledt 
gave  the  reins  to  his  genius.  His  ardent  Conga  infpired  the 
contempt  of  dangers  and  of  death  :  he  recited  them  to  the 
troops ;  and  the  Lacedaemonians  eagerlj  flew  to  the  combat '. 

The  common  colours  of  language  would  be  inadequate  to 
exprefs  the  fanguinary  rage  which  animated  the  two  nations ; 
sew  ones  mud  be  created.  As  when  the  celeftial  fires  fall  and 
inflame  the  gulfs  of  JEtn*  ;  the  volcano  trembles  and  roars  ; 
it  raifes  its  boiling  waves,  pours  them  forth  from  its  opening 
fides,  and  hurls  them  towards  heaven,  which  it  dares  to  brave  ; 
the  thunderbolt,  fraught  with  new  fires,  which  it  has  drawn 
from  the  clouds,  again  defcends,  fwifter  than  the  lightning, 
ftrikes  with  reiterated  fhocks  the  fummit  of  the  mountain, 
and,  after  having  ihivered  its  fmoakiag  rocks,  impofcs  filence 
on  the  abyfs,  and  leaves  it  covered  with  afhes  and  eternal 
jruins :  thus  did  Ariflomenes  at  the  head  of  the  Meffenian 
youth  fall  on  the  chofen  bands  of  Sparta,  commanded  by  their 
king  Anaxander.  His  w&rriors,  imitating  the  example  of 
their  chief,  rafted  on  the  foe  like  furious  lions ;  but  their 
utmoft  efforts  were  ineffectual  againft  that  immovable  phalanx, 
clad  in  iron,  inflamed  with  the  mod  violent  patiions,  and  whence 
the  weapons  of  death  inceflantly  flew  on  the  afiailauts.  Covered 
with  blood  and  wounds,  they  defpaired  of  victory ;  when  A- 
xiftomsnes,  redoubling  his  exertions,  and  infpiriog  his  foldiers 
with  his  own  heroifm,  forced  the  brave  Anaxander  and  his 
formidable  warriors  to  give  ground  k,  rapidly  pierced  the  bat- 
talions of  the  enemy,  put  to  flight  fome  by  his  courage  and 


*  Diog.  JLtcrt.  lib.  a.  {  4$.  I  rat.  Art.  Poet.  v.  40a. 

**  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  1.  t  ii.  p  f  39.  I      k  Paufui.  lib.  4,  cap.  16.  p.  }& 
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others  fey  his  prefence,  difperfed,  purfned,  and  left  them  ia 
their  camp,  buried  in  unutterable  confternation. 

The  women  of  Mefiema  celebrate  this  vtdory  by  feogs  which 
we  ft  ill  repeat1;  their  hufbands  raifed  their  heads,  and.oa 
their  menacing  brow  the  god  of  war  imprinted  terror  and 
/  cotrrage. 

Bat  now,  O  goddefs  of  memory  !  it  (herald  he  chine  to  de*  * 
dare  how  days  fo  glorious  were  fuddenly  overuiadWed  by  a 
thick  mnd  gloomy  veil ;  but  thy  pidures  almoft  always  only 
prefent  imperfeft  ftrokes  and  faded  colours,  as  the  waves  of 
the  ocean  only  caft  on  fliore  the  Jhattercd  fragments  of  the 
▼eflel  which  was  once  the  Sovereign  of  the  Teas.  Lifteat, 
young  Mefleaiatrs,  to  a  teftimony  more  faithful  and  more  re* 
fpeftaMe.  I  faw  htm ;  I  heard  his  voice ;  in  she  midft  of 
that  ftormy  night  which  difperfed  the  fleet  I  led  into  Libya* 
Caft  on  an  unknown  Jhore,  I  exclaimed,  "  O  earth !  thou 
(halt  at  lead  ferve  ns  for  a  grave,  and  our  bones  ihafl  aot  he 
trampled  on  by  the  Lacedaemonians." 

At  that  fatal  name  I  faw  torrents  of  flame  and  fmofce  pom? 
forth  from  a  funeral  monument  near  me,  while  from  the  hot* 
torn  of  the  tomb  a  {hade  arofe,  and  uttered  the£e  word*  t 
What  mortal  comes  to  trouble  the  repofe  of  Ariftomenes,  and 
to  rekindle  in  his  afhes  the  hatred  he  ftiil  retains  agataft  a 
barbarous  nation  ?  It  is  a  Mcfieniaa,  replied  I,  with  *ran» 
fport.  It  is  Comon,  the  heir  of  a  family  formerly  uniteof 
with  yours.  O  Ariftomenes  !  O  greateft  of  mortals  1  is  it 
than*  permitted  me  to  fee  and  hear  thee  ?  Oh,  ye  gods !  I 
blefs  you,  for  the  firft  time  in  my  life,  for  having  brought  to 
TUiodes  the  unfortunate  Comon.  My  fon,,  replied  the  hero, 
thou  (halt  blefs  them  during  thy  whole  life.  They  have  de- 
clared to  me  thy  arrival,  and  have  granted  me  permiffion  Co 
reveal  to  thee  the  fecrets  of  their  high  wifdom.  The  time 
approaches,  when,  like  the  luminary  of  day,  whofe  glorious 

1  id.  ibid.  p.  31*.  » 
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beams  have  difpcrfed  the  envious  clouds,  Mcffcnia  ihall  ag&ia 
appear  on  the  ftage  of  the  world  with  new-born  luftre.     Hea- 
ven, by  its  fecret  counfels,  ihall  guide  the  hero  who  is  to  ef- 
|  fed  this  prodigy,  and  thou  Quit  be   informed  of  the  time 

I  when  my  prediction  is  to  be  accomplilhed  m.     Farewel :  thou 

1  mayeft  depart.     Thy  companions  await  thee  in  Libya  ;  bear 

to  them  the  momentous  tidings. 

Stop,  generous  (hade,  cried  J,  ioftantly ;  deign  to  add  to 
hopes  fo  delicious,  confolation  ft  ill  more  delightful.  Our  fa- 
thers were  unfortunate,  it  19  therefore  eafy  to  believe  them  cul- 
pable. Time  has  deftroyed  the  proofs  of  their  innocence,  and 
the  furrounding  nations  propagate  fufpicions  derogatory  to 
our  honour.  Ariftomenes  betrayed,  wandering  from  city  to 
city,  and  dying  alone  in  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  feems  to  fix  a 
(tigma  on  the  Meflenians. 

Co,  depart,  fly,  my  fon,  replied  the  hero,  raifing  his  voice, 
declare  to  all  the  earth  that  the  valour  of  your  fathers  was. 
more  ardent  than  the  fires  of  the  dog-ftar,  and  their  virtues 
more  pure  than  the  light  of  heaven ;  and  if  men  are  yet  fuf- 
ceptible  of  pity,  force  tears  from  them  by  the  recital  of  our 
misfortunes.     Liften  to  me. 

Sparta  could  not  fupport  the  fliame  of  her  defeat.  She  faid 
to  her  warriors,  Avenge  me ;  to  her  flaves,  Protect  me  ■  j  to 
a  flave  ftill  more  vile  than  her  own,  and  whofe  head  was  a- 
dorned  with  a  diadem,  Betray  thy  allies  °.  This  was  Arifto- 
crates,  who  reigned  over  the  powerful  nation  of  the  Arca- 
dians, and  had  joined  his  troops  to  ours. 

The  two  armies  advanced  as  two  thunder-clouds  approach 
to  (Hfpute  the  empire  of  the  air.  At  the  fight  of  their  con- 
querors our  enemies  vainly  fought  in  their  hearts  fome  re- 
mains of  courage,  while  in  their  difturbed  eyes  was  depicted 
*he  fordid  dread  of  death.  Tyrtaeus  then  prefented  himfelf 
to  the  foldiers  with  the  confidence  and  authority  of  a  man  on 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  36.  p.  34a  ct  343  ;  1      n  Id.  ibid*  cap.  ij|.  p.  319, 
cap.  3a.  p.  359*  t     °  Id*  ibid.  cap.  17.  p.  3*1.      , 
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•wham  the  fafety  of  his  country  depends.  He  fttcceffirely 
dif played  before  them  p  the  moft  lively  and  animated  images  j  * 
that  of  a  hero  who  has  repulfed  his  enemy ;  the  intermingled 
fhouts  of  joy  arid  love  which  honour  his  triumph,  the  refpeft  * 
which  his  prefence  ever  after  infpires,  and  the  honourable  re- 
pofe  which  his  old  age  enjoys.  He  painted  the  dill  more  af- 
fedling  fcene  cf  a  young  warrior  expiring  in  the  field  of  glo>- 
ry  ;  r.he  auguft  ceremonies  which  accompany  his  funeral ;  the 
forrow  and  regret  of  a  whole  people  at  the  fight  of  his  bier; 
the  old  men,  women,  and  children,  who  weep  and  roll  in  die 
dud  around  his  tomb,  and  the  immortal  honours  which  await 
his  memory.  Such  objects  and  fuch  fentiments,  depifted  with 
an  impetuous  and  rapid  eloquence,  inflame  the  warriors  with 
an  ardour  till  then  unknown ;  they  fatten  to  their  arms  theic 
names  and  thofe  of  their  families,  too  happy  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  obtain  a  diftinguiftied  fepulture,  and  that  poftertty 
may  one  day  fay,  repeating  their  names,  Lo !  thefe  are  thofe 
who  died  for  their  country.11  ! 

While  a  poet  wrought  this  wondrous  change  in  the  army 
of  the  Lacedaemonians,  a  king  completed  his  perfidy  in  ours'* 
Unfavourable  rumours,  propagated  by  his  orders,  had  prepar- 
ed the  terrified  troops  for  his  bafe  treachery.  The  fignal  of 
battle  was  for  them  the  fignal  of  flight.  Ariftocratcs  led  the 
way  in  the  path  of  infamy,  which  he  traced  out  through  our 
battalions,  at  the  moment  when  they  were  attacked 'Jay  the 
phalanx  of  the  enemy.  In  an  inftant  the  flower  of  our  war- 
riors were  extended  in  the  duft,  and  Meflenia  was  enflaved. 
Yet,  no ;  liberty  referved  to  herfelf  an  afylum  on  Mount  . 
Ira  •.  Thither  retired  the  foldiers  efcaped  from  the  carnage, 
and  the  citizens  who  difdained  to  bend  their  necks  to  fervi- 
tude.  The  conquerors  formed  a  blockade  at  the  foot  of  the. 
mountain,  and  with  terror  faw  us  above  their  heads,  as  the 

P  Tyrt.  ap.  Stob.  Semi.  49  p.  354.    |   "  r  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  17.  p.  31* 
4  Juftip.  lib,  5.  cap.  5.  I      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  3*3, 
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pale  mariners  behold  in  the  horizon  the  dark  clouds  which 
bear  the  temped  in  their  bofonw 

Then  began  that  fidge,  lefs  renowned,  but  no  lefs  worthy 
to  be  celebrated,  than  that  6f  Ilium.  Then  were  repeated  or 
realized  the  exploits  of  the  ancient  heroes.  The  rigours  of 
the  feafbns,  eleven  times  renewed,  were  iofufficient  to  weary 
the  ferocious  obftinacy  of  the  beficgers,  or  the  unfhakea  eon- 
flancy  of  the  befieged  c.  , 

Three  hundred  Mefienians  of  diftioguilhed  valour  accom- 
panied me  in  my  expeditions  u.  We  eafily  paffed  the  barrier 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  carried  terror  to  the  environs 
of  Sparta.  One  day,  when  loaded  with  plunder,  we  were 
jbrrounded  by  the  army  of  the  enemy.  We  rufhed  on  the 
foe,  though  we  defpaired  to  conquer.  A  deadly  wound  de- 
prived me  of  all  fenfe ;  and,  oh  !  that  it  had  never  been  again 
jeftored !  In  what  a  fituation  did  I  return  to  life !  Had 
black  Tartarus  fuddenly  prcfented  itfclf  to  my  fight,  it  had 
infpired  me  with  lefs  horror.  I  found  myfelf  extended  on 
a  heap  of  the  dead  and  the  dying,  in  a  dark  and  deep  pit, 
where  were' only  heard  the  piercing  cries  and  ftifled  groans  of 
my  companions  and  my  friends,  who  had  been  call  into  it  be- 
fore me.  I  called  them  by  name ;  we  wept  together,  and  my 
prefence  feemed  to  lighten  their  miferies.  He  whom  mod  I 
loved,  oh  cruel  remembrance !  oh  too  fatal  image !  oh,  my 
fbn !  thou  wilt  not  hear  me  without  fhuddering,  was  one  of 
thy  anceftors.  I  knew,  by  fome  words  that  efcaped  him, 
that  my  fall  had  haftened  the  moment  of  his  death.  I  prefled 
him  in  my  arms,  I  covered  him  with  my  burning  tears,  and, 
unable  to  arreft  the  fleeting  breath  of  life  hovering  on  his 
lips,  my  foul,  Heeled  by  its  fuffcrings,  ceafed  to  feek  relief  in 
complaints  and  tears.  My  friends  fucceflively  expired  around 
me.  By  the  varied  accents  of  their  failing  voices  I  was  able 
to  prefage  the  moments  of  life  which  yet  remained  to  each, 

*  Rhiao.  ap.  Paufaa.  lib.  4.  cap,  tj.  1      u  Id.  ibid.  cap.  18.  p.  3*3, 
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and  law  without  emotion  that  inftant  arrive  which  concluded 
their  fufferings.    At  length  I  heard  the  final  groan  of  the  lad 
among  them,  and  the  filence  of  the  grave  reigned  through  t 
the  cavern. 

Thrice  had  the  fun  begun  his  courfe  fince  I  had  been  no 
longer  numbered  among  the  living  *.     Motionlefc,  extended 
on  the  bed  of  woe,  and  wrapped  in  my  mantle,  I  impatiently 
cxpe&ed  that  death  who  feemed  to  eftimate  his  favours  at  fo 
high  a  price,  when  my  ear  was  ftruck  by  a  flight  noife.     It 
was  occafioned  by  a  wild  animal  *,  which  had  entered  the 
cave  by  a  fecret  paflage.     I  took  hold  of  him  ;  he  endeavour- 
ed to  efcape,  and  drew  me  after  him.     I  know  not  by  what 
motive  I  was  a&uated,  for  life  then  appeared  to  me. the  moft 
cruel  of  fufferings.     Some  divinity,  doubtlcfs,  dire&ed  my 
motions,  and  infpired  me  with  ftrength.  I  long  crept  through 
a  number  of  oblique  windings,  till  I  faw  the  ligtt,  when  I 
reftored  liberty  to  my  guide,  and,  continuing  to  open  myfelf 
a  paffige,  left  the  region  of  darknefs.     I  found  the  MefTenians 
weeding  my  lo6.     At  fight  of  me  the  mountain  (hook  with 
fhouts  of  joy,  and  at  the  recital  of  my  fufferings  with  cries  of 
indignation. 

Vengeance  clofely  followed,  vengeance  cruel  as  the  wrath 
of  the  gods.  The  countries  of  Meffenia  and  La  con  i  a  were 
day  and  night  ravaged  by  enemies  thi riling  for  the  blood  of 
each  other.  The  Spartans  overfpread  the  plain,  as  the  flame 
devours*  the  harveft,  and  we  as  the  torrent  which  both  de- 
ftroys  the  harveft  and  extinguishes  the  flame.  We  had  re- 
ceived fecret  information  that  the  Corinthians  were  approach- 
ing to  the  fuccour'of  the  Lacedaemonians ;  we  entered  their 
camp  under  cover  of  the  darknefs,  and  they  paffed  from  the 
embraces  of  deep  to  thofe  of  death  *.  Vain  exploits  !  deceit- 
ful hopes  !    From  the  immenfe  receptacle  of  years  and  ages, 

*  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  18.  p.  314.        |      *  Id.  ibid.  cap.  19.  p.  %%f 
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time  produces,  at  the  precife  moment,  tbofe  great  revolutions 
which  have  been  conceived  in  the  belbm  of  eternity,  tod 
fbmetimes  announced  by  oracles.  That  of  Delphi  had  de- 
clared that  our  ruin  (hould  clofely  follow  certain  ptelagcs 
which  were  now  fulfilled ;  and  the  augur  Theoelos  warned 
me,  that  we  now  approached  the  caufttophe  of  all  tbcfe  bloody 
fcenea  % 

A  fliepherd#  formerly  the  flave.  of  Emperamus,  the  gene* 
ral  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  daily  led  his  flock  to  the  banks 
of  the  Neda,  which  flows  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Ira1.  He 
loved  a  Meflenian  woman  whofe  houfe  was  fituated  on  the 
brow  of  the  mountain,  and  who  received  him  there  as  often 
as  her  hufband  was  on  duty  in  our  camp*  One  night,  during 
a  dreadful  flora,  the  Meflenian  unexpe&edly  came  home, 
and  told  his  wife,  who  was  aftoniihed  at  his  return,  that  the 
temped  and  the  darknefs  fufficiently  defended  the  place  from 
an  aflault,  that  the  pofts  were  all  abandoned,  and  that  I  was 
confined  to  my  bed  by  a  wound.  The  fhepherdt  who  had  not 
been  feen  by  the  Meflenian,  heard  all  that  he  had  (aid,  and 
immediately  carried  the  information  to  the  Lacedaemonian 
general. 

Exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  pain,  I  had  refigned  myfelf  to 
the  arms  of  fleep,  when  the  genius  of  Mefienia  appeared  to 
me,  in  a  long  mourning  habit,  and  with  his  bead  covered 
with  a  veil*  Thou  fleepeft,  Ariftomenes,  faid  he,  thou  fleep- 
eft, and  already  the  menacing  fcaling  ladders  are  affixed  a- 
round  the  walls,  and  already  the  youthful  Spartans  have 
mounted  to  the  aflault.  The  genius  of  Lacedasmon  prevails 
over  me.  1  have  feen  him  from  the  fummit  of  the  ramparts 
calling  forward  his  ferocious  warriors,  and,  ftretching  forth 
his  hand,  aflign  them  their  feveral  pofts. 

I  ftarted  from  my  fleep,  with  my  foul  opprefled,  my  mind 
diftra&ed,  and  in  the  fame  aftonifhment  and  difmay  as  if  the 

a  Id.  ibid.  csp,  so.  p.  3*7.  *  Id.  ibid.  p.  3*9. 
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thunderbolt  had  fallen  at  my  feet.  I  threw  myfelf  on  my 
arms.  My  Ton  arrived.  Where,  exclaimed  I,  are  the  La- 
cedaemonians ?— In  the  forum,  at  the  foot  of  the  ramparts. 
AftonHhed  at  their  daring  attempt,  they  hefitate  to  advance. 
It  is  enough,  replied  I,  follow  me.  We  found,  as  we  went, 
Theoclus  the  augur,  the  valiant  Manticlus,  his  fon,  and  other 
chiefs,  who  joined  us1.  Run,  'faid  I,  fpread  the  alarm. 
Tell  the  Meflenians,  diat  at  the  break  of  day  they  (hall  fee 
their  general  in  the  midft  of  the  enemy. 

The  fatal  moment  arrived  b.  The  ftreets,  the  houfes,  the 
temples,  deluged  with'  blood,  refounded  with  dreadful  cries. 
The  Meflenians,  unable  to  hear  my  voice,  liftened  only  to . 
their  tage.  The  women  animated  them  to  the  combat,  and 
arming  themfelves  with  a  thoufand  inftruments  of  death,  ralli- 
ed upon  the  enemy,  and,  expiring,  fell  on  the  bodies  of  their 
haibands  and  their  children. 

During  three  days  thefe  difaftrous  fcenes  were  renewed  at 
every  ftcp,  and  every  inftant,  by  the  livid  glare  of  lightning, 
and  to  the  continued  roar  of  thunder.  The  Lacedaemonians,  , 
fuperior  in  number,  acquired  frefh  ftrength  in  the  intervals 
of  repofe ;  while  the  Meflenians,  fighting  without  ceflatkxn, 
had  at  once  to  contend  with  hunger,  thirft,  deep,  and  the 
fword  of  the  enemy  e.  . 

At  the  end  of  the  third  day,  the  augur  Theoclus  thus  ad- 
drefled  me :  "  Alas  !  what  can  fo  much  valour,  or  labours  * 
fo  fevere,  avail !  Meflenia  is  no  more :  the  gods  have  decreed 
her  deftru&ion.  Save  yourfelf,  Ariftomenes;  fave  our  un- 
fortunate friends  ;  it  is  for  me  to  be  buried  beneath  the  ruins 
of  my  country.** 

He  faid,  and  throwing  himfelf  into  the  thickeft  of  the  coo* 
fii&,  died  free,  and  crowned  with  glory. 

It  had  been  eafy  for  me  to  'have  imitated  him  ;  but,  fufc 
mitting  to  the  will  of  the  gods,.!  believed  my  life  might  be 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  11.  p  330.  *    I .  . c  Id.  ibtsVp.  &** 
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neceflary  to  that  multitude  of  innocent  viftims  which  the 
fword  might  clfe  deftroy.  I  collected  the  women  and  child- 
ren, and  furronnded  them  with  foldiers.  The  enemy,  per* 
fuaded  that  we  intended  a  retreat,  opened  their  ranks,  and 
fnffered  us  to  proceed  unmolefted  to  the  country  of  the  Arca- 
dians *.     I  (hall  not  fpeak  either  of  the  defign  I  had  formed 

»  to  march  to  Lacedaemon,  and  furprife  that  city,  while  her 
foldiers  were  enriching  themfelves  with  our  fpoils  on  Mount 
Ira,  nor  of  the  perfidy  of  king  Ariftocrates,  who  betrayed 
our  fecret  to  the  Lacedaemonians.  The  treacherous  prince 
was  condemned  by  the  aiTembly  of  his  nation ;  his  fubjeds 
themfelves  became  his  executioners ;  he  expired  beneath  a 
fhower  of  darts ;  his  body  was  carried  into  a  foreign  land, 
and  a  column  ere&ed  which  perpetuated  his  infamy  and  his 
punishment d. 

By  this  unexpected  ftroke,  Fortune  clearly  manifefted  her 
determination.  I  refolved  no  longer  to  attempt  to  render  her 
propitious,  but  fingly  to  brave  her  utmoft  anger.  I  gave  the 
tribute  of  my  tears  to  thofe  Meuenians  who  had  been  unable 
to  join  me,  but  I  refufed  to  be  prevailed  on  by  thofe  of  my 
followers  who  wiflied  to  accompany  me  into  diftant  climes  e. 
The  Arcadians  offered  to  (hare  with  them  their  lands  f,  but 
I  rejefted  all  their  offers.  My  faithful  companions,  confound- 
ed with  a  numerous  nation,  would  have  loft  their  name,-  and 

•  the  memory  of  the  wrongs  they  had  endured.  I  gave  to  them 
my  fon,  another  Ariftomenes,  for  their  leader  j  and  under 
his  conduft  they  failed  to  Sicily,  where  they  are  referved  till 
the  day  of  vengeance  *  f»  • 

After  this  cruel  feparation,  having  no  longer  any  thing  to 
fear,  and  every  where  feeking  to  raife  up  enemies  to  the  La- 


*  The  taking  of  Ira  happened  in  the 
fifft  year  of  the  18th  Olympiad,  in  the 
year  668  before  Chrift.  (Pau&n.  lib. 
4.  cap.  a*,  p.  336.  Corfin.  Faft.  Attic. 
c  iii.  pi  46.  Freret.  Defend  de  la  Chr. 
p.  174). 

*  Pelyb.  lib.  4.  p.  301.  Pan/an.  lib* 


4.  cap-  %%.  p.  335. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  %$.  p.  335. 
f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  %%.  p.  333. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  13.  p.  335.  et  33*. 
t  Sec  note  at  the  end  of  the  vo- 
lume. 
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Cedstmonians,  I  travelled  through  various  countries.  At 
length  I  determined  to  go  into  Afia,  and  engage  the  powerful 
nations  of  the  Medes  and  Lydians  h  to  intereft  themfelves  in 
our  behalf.  Death,  which  furprifed  me  at  Rhodes,  prevent- 
ed proje&s  that,  by  bringing  *thefe  nations  into  Pelopon- 
nefus,  might  perhaps  have  changed  the  face  of  that  part  of 
Greece. 

Having  ended  thefe  words,  the  hero  was  filent,  and  de» 
fcended  into  the  darknefs  of  the  tomb.    On  the  next  day  1  dc-   , 
parted  for  Libya. 

third  zttor 

r  On  the  Third  War  of  Mejfenia  •.  « 

How  painful  is  the  remembrance  of  my  country  !  It  is  bit- 
ter as  wormwood ;  it  is  keen  as  the  edge  of  the  f word ;  it 
readers  me  alike  infenfible  to  pleafure  and  to  danger*  I  this 
morning  arofe  before  the  luminary  of  day,  and  wandered  with 
uncertain  fteps  over  the  plain  j  but  the  beauties  of  Aurora 
no  longer  afforded  me  delight.  Two  enormous  lions  ruihed 
from  the  neighbouring  foreft.  I  infulted  them  not,  and  they 
left  me  unhurt.  Cruel  Spartans  !  how  had  our  anccftors  in- 
jured you^  After  the  taking  of  Ira,  you  infii&ed  on  them  pu- 
nilhments,  and,  in  the  intoxication  of  fuccefs,  cruelly  infult- 
ed their  fofferings* 

Ariftomenes  has  promifed  us  a  happier  futurity  :  but  what 
can  extinguish  in  our  hearts  the  fenfe  of  the  evils  of  which 
we  have  heard  the  recital,  and  of  which  we  liave  been  the 
.vidians  ?  Happy  wert  thou,  Ariftomenes,  that  thou  wert  not 
a  witnefs  to  them.  Thou  didft  not  behold  the  inhabitants  of 
Mefienia  dragged  to  death  like  the  vileft  criminals,  and  fold 

*— ~ : ^ 

a  Fan£iiLr  ibkL  cap.  14.  p.  338.         I  and  ended  in  the  year  454,  before      * 
*  Tbia  war  began  in  the  year  4641 1  Chriu. 
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Kkc  herds  of  cattle l ;  nor  didft  thoo  fee  their  defeendsnts, 
doling  two  centuries,  tranfmit  to  their  children  only  the  op- 
probrium of  their  birth*.  Reft  undifturbed  in  the  tomb, 
(hade  of  the  greatefl  of  mortals,  and  leave  to  me  to  declare 
to  poftcrity  the  recent  cruelties  of  the  Lacedaemonians, 

Their  magiftratesf  the  enemies  of  the  gods  as  well  as  cf 
mankind,  put  to  death  the  fuppliants  whom  they  forced  from 
the  temple  of  Neptune  l.  The  offended  deity  ftruck  with  his 
trident  the  coafts  of  Laconia.  The  earth  trembled,  the  abyfs 
opened,  and,  one  of  the  fummits  of  Mount  Taygetus  ruflung 
into  the  valley,  Sparta  was  deftroyed  fro'm  the  foundations, 
only  five  houfcs  remaining  Handing,  and  more  than  twenty 
thoufand  men  being  buried  beneath  her  ruins  *•  Behold  the 
fignal  of  our  deliverance !  inftantly  exclaimed  a  multitude  of 
Haves.  Madly  they  ran  toward  Lacedftmon,  without  order, 
and  without  a  leaden  At  the  fight  of  a  body  of  Spartans, 
who  had  been  collected  by  their  king  Archidamus,  they  flop- 
ped, like  the  winds  unchained  by  TEolos  at  the  appearance  of 
the  god  of  the  ocean.  At  the  fight  of  the  Athenians,  nod 
the  different  nations  which  had  haftened  to  the  fuccour  of  La- 
cedsmon  \  the  greater  part  of  them  were  fcattered,  as  the 
thick  vapours  of  a  marih  are.  diffipated  before  the  firft  rays  of 
the  fun.  But  it  was  not  in  vain  that  the  MiScHians  took 
arms ;  a  long  flavery  had  not  debafed  the  generous  blood  that 
flows  in  their  veins ;  and  as  the  captive  eagle,  after  having 
broken  his  bonds,  (bars  to  the  ikies,  they  retired  to  Mount 
Ithome  °,  and  vigoroufly  repulfed  the  reiterated  attacks  of  the 
Lacedssmoniansy  who  were  foon  reduced  to  call  to  their  af- 
fiftance  the  troops  of  their  allies* 


I  JEYnn.  Var.  Hill,  lib,  4.  cap.  I. 

k  Paufao.  lib.  4.  cap.  %4*  p.  338. 

1  Ariftoph.  in  Ach.  v.  309.  SchoJ. 
ibid.    jBoad.  in  Tmim^. 

m  Diod.  Sic  lib.  II.  p.  48.  Cfcer. 
dc  Bivin.  lib.  i.  cap.  5a  t.  iii.  p.  41. 
Plin,  lib.  a.  cap.  79*  c.  it  p.  in. 


n  Id.  ibid.  Thucyd-lflM.  cap.  tot 
ct  118.  Parian.  lib.  3.  p.  333 ;  ct 
lib.  4.  p.  339.  Pint,  in  Cun.  tip. 
489.  JElin,  lib.  4.  cap.  7.  Fotywu 
lib.  x.  cap.  4t« 

0  Paula©,  lib.  4.  cap.  94*  P»  $&• 
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Then  appeared  tbofe  Athenians  fo  experienced  in  the  .con- 
4nft  of  fiegea.  They  were  comiftanded  by  Cimon,  Cimon 
whom  vi&ory  has  fo  often  crowned  with  immortal  laurel?. 
The  renown  of  bis  glory,  and  the  valour  of  his  troops,  in- 
fpired  the'  befieged  with  fear,  and  the  Lacedaemonians  then)- 
felves  with  apprehenfion.  They  dared  to  fufpeft  this  great 
man  of  perfidy,  and  prevailed  on  him,  under  frivolous  pre* 
texts,  to  return  with  his  army  into  Attica.  He  departed, 
and  the  godded  of  difcord,  who  hovered  over  his  camp,  fore- 
seeing the  calamities  ready  to  fall  upon  Greece  p,  fhook  her 
terrific  (bakes,  and,  amid  bowlings  of  joy,  uttered  thefc  dieacj- 
fill  words. 

Oh !  Sparta,  Sparta !  who  only  knowcft  to  reward  fervicea 
with  iojuries,  behold  thofe  warriors  who  return  to  their  coun- 
try, with  ihame  on  their, brow  and  indignation  in  their  hearts  ; 
they  ate  the  lame  who,  lately  affociated  with  thine,  defeated 
the  Perfiana  at  Platsea.  Tbey  flew  to  thy  defence,  and  thou 
haft  .covered  them  with  infamy.  Thou  (halt  henceforth  only 
fee  them  as  thy  enemies.  Athens,  wounded  in  her  honour, 
ihaU  arm  againft  thee  the  nations  %  whom  thou  (halt  like  wife 
excite  againft  her.  Thy  power  and  hers  lhall  inceflantly  re- 
new the  cooflid,  as  impetuous  winds  contend  with  each  other 
among  the  clouds.  Wars  lhall  bring  forth  wars,  and  peace 
lhall  only  be  a  fufpenfion  of  rage.  I  will  march  with  the 
Eumenidcs  at  the  head  of  the  armies,  and  from  our  flaming 
torches  will  we  rain  on  you  pUgut,  famine,  violence,  per- 
fidy, and  all  the  fcourgea  of  the  wrath  of  heaven  and  of  hu- 
man paffions.  I  will  avenge  me  of  thy  ancient  virtues,  and 
delight  in  thy  defeats  aa  will  as  in  thy  vi&orics.  I  will  exalt 
and  I  will  abafc.thy  rival.  I  fball  behold  thee  on  thy  knees, 
{biking  thy  humbled  forehead  againft  the  earth.  Thou  (halt 
folicit  peace,  and  peace  (hall  be  denied  thee*.    Thou  (halt 

*  Thncyd.  lib.  x.  cap.  101  et  xa8.  I      q  t&  ibid,  cap  101. 
DM*  Sic.  Mb.  xx.  p.  49-    Juftin.  lib.  I      r  Id,  lib.  4   cap.  41..  Ariftoph.  in 
3.  cap.  fc   Plat*  m  Cim.  t,  i.p.  489.    |  Pace.  v.  637  et  664.    achat,  ibid. 
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deftro j  the  walls  of  thy  rival  5  thou  {halt  trample  bet  be- 
neath* thy  feetr,  and  you  (hall  both  fall  together,  like  two 
tiger*,  who,  after  haying  torn  the  entrails  of  each  other,  ex- 
pire fide  by  fid^e.  Then  will  I  plnnge  thee  fo  deep  in  die 
duft,  that  the  traveller,  unable  to  difcern  any  traces  of  thee, 
I  {hall  be  forced  to  ftoop  and  attentively  examine  to  recogoife 

them. 

Now  mark  the  fign  which  {hall  prove  to  thee  the  truth  of 
my  words*  Thou  {halt  take  Ithome  in  the  tenth  year  of  the 
'  fiege.  Thou  {halt  wi(h  to  exterminate  the  Meflenians,  bat 
the  oracle  of  Delphi  {hall  prevent  tby  fanguinary  defign  *. 
Thou  {halt  permit  them  to  live,  on  condition  that  they  eft- 
joy  life  in  another  climate,  and  be  loaded  with  chains  if  they 
dare  to  return  to  their  native  country  '•  When  this  predic- 
tion {hall  be  accomplilhed,  remember  What  I  have  befides  fore- 
told, and  tremble. 

Thus  fpake  the  malevolent  genius  who  extends  her  power 
from  the  heavens  to  the  infernal  {hades.  We  foon  after  left 
'  Ithome.  I  was  yet  in  my  tendered  infancy  ;  but  the  image 
of  that  precipitate  flight  is  impreffed  on  my  memory  in  inde- 
lible chara&ers.  Still  do  I  behold  thofe  fcenes  of  horror  aod 
woe  which  then  prefented  themfelves  to  my  riew.  A  whole 
people,  driven  from  their  habitations11,  wandering  whither 
chance  might  lead  them,  among  nations  terrified  at  their  mif- 
fortunes,  which  they  dared  not  to  alleviate  ;  warriors  covered 
with  wounds,  carrying  their  aged  parents  on  their  {houlders ; 
women,  fitting  on  the  ground,  expiring  with  weaknefs,  and 
clafping  their  wretched  children  in  their  arms  5  on  this  fide 
tears  and  groans,  and  the  mod  violent  exprefiions  of  defpair, 
and  on  that  a  dumb  woe  and  a  profound  filenee.  Were  the 
moil  cruel  of  the  Spartans  to  attempt  to  paint  thefe  fcenes  of 
mifery,  fome  remains  of  compaffion  wbuld  caufe  the  penci* 
to  drop  from  his  hands. 

■  ■  1    '  .  ■- 

»  PMfro.  lib.  4.  cap.  *4  p.  339*     I   .  u  Myb.  Hift.  lib.  4.  p.  ja* 
«  Thocyd.  lib.  x,  cap.  IQ3,  | 
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After  long  and  difaftrous  journeying!,  we  at  length  reached 
Naupa&as,  a  city  fituattd  on  the  fea  of  Crifla,  and  appertain- 
ing to  the  Athenians,  who  bellowed  it  upon  us  *•    Io  grati- 
tude for  the  favour,  we  more  than  once  fignalized  onr  valour 
agatnfl  the  enemies  of  that  generous  people.     I  myfelf,  dur- 
ing the  Pelopconefian  '  war,  appeared  with  a  body  of  troops 
on  the  coafts  of  Meflenia.     I  ravaged  the  country,  add  ex- 
torted tears  of  rage  from  our  barbarous  perfecutors  *•    Bat 
the  gods  ever  miogle  a  fecret  poifon  with  their  favours,  and 
too  frequently  hope  is  only  a  fnare  which  they  fpread  for  the 
unfortunate.  •  We  began  to  enjoy  tranquillity,  when  the  fleet 
of  Lacedannea  triumphed  over  that  of  Athens,  and  came  to 
infult  us  at-  Naupaftus.     We  immediately  haftened  oh  board 
our  fhips,  and  on  each  fide  ho  other  divinity  was  invoked  but 
hatred.     NeVer  was  vi&bry  drenched  with  more  impure  or 
more  innocent  blood.    But  what  can  the  mod  Intrepid  valour 
etfeft  againft  exceffive  fuperiority  of  numbers?  We  were  con- 
quered, and  driven  out  of  Greece  as  we  had  been  from  Pelo- 
ponnefus.  The  greater  part  tookjrcfoge  in  Italy  and  in  Sicily. 
Three  thoufand  men  confided  their  deftiny  to  my  guidance  *• 
I  led  them,  through  the  midft  of  tempefts  and  rocks,  to  thefe 
ihores,  which  never  fliall  ceafe  to  refound  with  my  mournful 
fongs. 

Thus  ended  the  third  elegy :  the  youth  laid  down  his  lyre  ; 
'and  his  father  Xenocles  added,  that,  a  fhort  time  after  their 
arrival  in  Libya,  a  fedition  having  happened  at  Cyrene,  the 
capital  of  that  country,  the  Meflenians  took  part  with  the 
exiles,  and  were  almoft  all  cut  off  in  one  battle  *.  He  after- 
wards inquiredfin  what  manner  the  revolution  which  had  re- 
fiored  him  to  Meflenia  had  been  effe&ed  ;  to  which  qucftion 
Celenus  replied  as  follows  : 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  X.  cap.  103.   Paofan.  I      z  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  46.  p.  34a. 
lib.  4.  cap.  15.  p.  339.  I  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  14*  p.  163. 

r  Id.  lib.  4,  cap.  41.    Paufan.  ibid.  I      a  Diod.  Sic.  ibid, 
cap,**,  p.  34a,  J  , 
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The  Thebens,  under  the  conduft  of  Epaminondas,  h%A  de* 
feated  tbe  Lacedaemonians  at  Leu&ra  in  Bmotia  ••  Complete 
I7  to  enfeeble  their  power,  and  difable  them  £rom  undertake 
ing  diftant  expeditions,  that  great  man  formed  the  projeft  of 
placing  near  them  an  enemy  who  Ihonld  have  great  injuries 
to  revenge.  He  Cent  to  the  Ncfienians,  wherever  thej  were 
fcattered,  to  invite  diem  to  return  to  the  country  of  their  fa- 
thers *,  and  we  readily  obeyed  the  fummoua.  I  found  him 
at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  (unrounded  by  aichite&s, 
who*  traced  the  plan  of  a  city  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain. 
A  moment  after,  the  general  of  the  Argives  approaching, 
prefented  to  him  a  brazen  urn,  which,  in  confluence  of  a 
dream,  he  had  dug  out  of  the  earth,  where  it  was  concealed 
under  an  ivy  and  a  myrtle  which  interwove  their  Header 
brunches.  Epaminondas  having  opened  it,  found  in  it  leaves 
of  lead,  rolled  up  in  the  form  of  a  volume,  on  which  had 
anciently  been  written  tbe  rites  of  the  worfhip  of  Ceres  aad 
Proferpine.  He  reeogoised  the  monument  to  which  was  at- 
tached the  fate  of  Meffenia,  and  which  Ariflomenea  had  bo- 
ned in  the  leaft  frequented  part  of  Mount  Ithome'.  This 
difcovery,  and  the  favourable  anfwer  of  the  augurs,  impref&d 
the  ftamp  of  religion  on  his  enternrife,  which  waa  befides 
powerfully  fcconded  by  the  neighbouring  ftates,  at  all  times 
jealous  of  Lacedsemon. 

On  the  day  of  the  conftcratidn  of  the  city,  the  troops  be- 
ing aflembled,  the  Arcadians  prefented  the  vi&ima  ;  and  the 
Thebans,  Argives,  and  Meflcnians,  feparately  offered  their 
homage  to  their  tutelary  divinities,  and  all  conjointly  called 
on  the  heroes  of  the  country  to  come  and  take  poflcffioo  of 
their  new  habitation4.  Among  thefc  names,  fo  precious  to 
the  nation,  that  of  Arifiomenes  excited  univerfkl  plaudits. 
The  firft  day  was  employed  in  facrifices  and  prayers ;  and  en 

•  The  year  37s  before  Chrift.  I      c  Id.  sltf.a.  $43. 

b  Parian,  lib.  *  cap.  *6.  p.  34a.  I     «"  M.  iUd.  csp.  97.  p.  $43* 
Flat*  ia  Agcf.  tip.  tx  ;,  I  a 
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the  fccond,  the  foundations  of  the  walls,  temples,  and  houfes, 
were  laid  to  the  found  of  flutes.  The  city  in  a  little  time  was 
finifhed,  and  received  the  name  of  Meflene. 

The  people  of  other  nations,  added  Celenus,  have  long 
wandered  far  froqi  their  country,  but  none  have  fuffered  fo 
long  an  exile  ;  yet  have  we  preferved,  without  alteration,  the 
language  and  cuftoms  of  our  anceftors  e.  I  will  even  affirm 
that  our  misfortunes  have  increafed  our  fenfibility.  The  La- 
cedaemonians had  given  fome  of  our  cities  to  ftrangcrs  f,  who, 
on  oiir  return,  implored  our  companion.  Perhaps  they  had 
juft  claims  to  obtain  it  j  but  even  though  they  had  not,  how 
was  it  poffible  to  refufe  it  to  the  unfortunate  ? 

Alas  !  replied  Xeoocles,  it  was  this  mild  and  humane  cha- 
rafter  which  wan  formerly  our  ruin.  Our  anceftors,  neigh- 
bours to  the  Lacedemonians  and  the  Arcadians,  only  funk  be- 
neath the  hatred  of  the  former,  becaufe  they  had  neglefted 
the  friendlhip  of  the  latter  * •  They  were  doubtlefs  ignorant 
that  to  enfure  peace  requires  as  much  aftivity  as  to  extend 
conquefts.  ( 

I  put  feveral  qucftions  to  the  Meffenians  concerning  the 
flate  of  arts  and  fciences  among  them.  They  replied  they 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  cultivate  them :  on  their  prefent  go- 
vernment i  it  had  not  yet  taken  any  conftant  form :  on  thlfc 
which  fubfifted  during  their  wars  with  the  Lacedaemonians  ; 
it  was  a  mixture  of  royalty  and  oligarchy  h,  but  public  affairs 
were  difcufled  in  the  general  aflembly  of  the  nation  K  I  in- 
quired concerning  the  origin  of  the  laft  reigning  family,  and 
.  was  anfwered  that  it  was  derived  from  Crefphqntes,  who  came 
into  Peloponnefas,  with  the  other  Heraclidss,  eighty  years  af- 
ter the  war  of  Troy.  Mcffcnia  was  allotted  to  him  as  his,  por- 
tion. He  efpoufed  Merope,  the  daughter  of  a  king  of  Arca- 
.  dia,  and  was  aJTaffinated  with  almoft  all  his  children,  by  the 

•  Id.  tbW.  p.  346.  I      l>  Id.  Ibid.    Pk«fto.  lib,  4.  csp.  «4* 

i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  S4.  p.  338.  I  p.  33$« 

S  Polyb.  lib.  4*  p.  $v*  I      i  Paufrn.  ibid.  cap.  6.  p.  »94« 
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chiefs  of  his  court,  becaufe  he  too  much  loved  his  people  ft. 
Hifiory  has  confidered  it  as  a  duty  to  eternize  his  memory  as 
facred,  and  to  execrate  that  of  his  affaffins. 

We  left  Meffenia,  and,  after  having  crofled  the  Pamifas, 
vifited  the  eaftern  coaft  of  the  province.  Here,  as  in  every  o* 
ther  part  of  Greece,  the  traveller,  at  every  ftep,  meets  with 
the  genealogies  of  gods  confounded  with  thofe  of  men.  Not 
a  city,  river,  fountain,  wood,  or  mountain,  but  bears  the 
name  of  a  nymph,  a  hero,  or.fome  diftinguflied  perfon,  mote 
celebrated  at  prefent  than  id  the  time  in  which  he  lived. 

Among  the  numerous  families  which  formerly  pofleffed 
fmall  domains  in  Meffenia,  that  of  iEfculapins  jholds  a  dif- 
'  tinguifhed  rank  in  the  veneration  of  the  people.  In  the  ci- 
ty of  Abia  we  were  ihown  his  temple l  j  afGerenia,  the  tomb 
of  Machaon  his  fon  ■ ;  at  Pheras,  the  temple,  of  Nicomachns 
and  Gorgafus  his  grandfons  *,  inceflantly  honoured  by  facri- 
fiices,  offerings,  and  a  numerous  concourfe  of  fick  perfons  la* 
bouring  under  every  kind  of  diforder. 

While  we  were  liftening  to  a  long  account  of  miraculous 
cures,  one  of  thefe  unfortunate  wretches,  ready  to  yield  up 
his  laft  breath,  fsid  to  us,  I  had  fcarcely  come  into  the  world 
when  my  parents  went  to  fettle  at  the  fources  of  the  P*mifuS| 
^ where  it  is  pretended  the  waters  of  that  river  are  extremely 
falutary  for  the  difeafes  of  infants  °.  I  have  paffed  my  Jife 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  beneficent  divinities  who  diftribute 
health  to  mortals,  fometimes  in  the  temple  of  Apollo,  near 
the  city  of  Corone  p,  and  fometimes  in  the  place  where  I  now 
am  obferving  all  the  prescribed  ceremonies;  and  fparing  nei- 
ther for  vidians  nor  offerings.  I  have  always  been  allured 
that  I  was  cured ;  but  I  am  dying.    He  expired  the  next  day. 

k  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  *S6.        I   *  W-  ibid.  p.  487,  tt  c  30.  p.  |JJ» 
I  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3a  p.  353.       I  °  Id.  ibid.  cap.  31.  p.  356. 
a  Id.  ibid.  cap.  3.  p.  %%+.  \     P  I&  ibid,  cap,  34.  p.  36J. 
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CHAP.    XLI. 
Journey  through  Lacoma  *. 

\VE  embarked  at  Pherse,  on  board  a  vefiel  bound  for  the 
port  of  Scandea,  in  the  fmall  ifland  of  Cythera,  fitaated  at 
the  extremity  0/  Laconia.  At  this  port  the  merchant* fliips 
which  come  from*£gypt  and  Africa  frequently  touch.  From 
it  an  afcent  leads  to  the  city  of  Cythera,  in  which  the  Lace* 
dsemonians  maintain  a  garrifon.  l*hey  befides  annually  fend 
into  the  ifland  a  magiftrate  as  governor  Q. 

We  were  young,  and  had  already  formed  an  intimacy  with 
fome  paflengers  of  our  own  age.  The  name  of  Cythera  had 
awakened  in  our  minds  the  moft  pleafurable  ideas.  In  that 
ifland  has  fubfifted  from  time  immemorial  the  moft  ancient 
and  moll  venerated  of  all  the  temples  dedicated  to  Venus  *•,» 
There  was  it  that  flie  for  the  firft  time  fhowed  herfelf  to  mot  J 
tals  *f  and  accompanied  by  the  Loves,  took  poffeffion  of  that 
land,  ftill  embellilhed  by  the  flowers  which  haftened  to  difi 
clofe  themfelves  at  her  prefence.  From  that  time  have  been 
known  there  the  charms  of  the  amorous  interview  and  the 
tender  fmile  f.  Ah  !  doubtlefs,  in  that  fortunate  region,  hearts 
only  feek  to  unite;  and  the  inhabitants  pafs  their  days  in 
plenty  and  in  pleafure.  ' n  | 

The  captain,  who  heard  us  with  the  greateft  furprife,  faid 
to  us  coldly,  They  eat  figs  and  roafted  cheefe,  they  have  alfo 
wine  and  honey  u,  but  they  obtain  nothing  from  the  earth 
without  the  fweat  of  tlieir  brow,  for  it  is  a  dry  and  rocky 
foil*.  Befides,  they  are  fo  fond  of  money  *  that  they  are 
very  little  acquainted  with  the  tender  fmile.   I  have  feen  their 


ScyL 


*  See  the  n&p  of  laconia. 
q  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  53. 

Caryand  ap.  Gooxg.  Min.  t.  i.  P.  X  7. 
r  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  13.  p.  2*9. 

*  Hefiod.  rheog.  ▼.  19$. 

*  Jd,  ibid.  ▼.  aoj. 


u  Heracl.  Pont,  de  Polit.  in  TheC 
Antlq.  Grmc  u  vi.  p.  SS30. 

*  Spou.  Voyag.  u  i.  p.  97.  Wheel, 
book  i.  p.  47. 

y  Heracl.  ibid. 
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old  temple,  formerly  built  by  the  Phctnicians,  in  honour  of 
Venus  Urania y.  Her  ftatue  is  not  very  fuitable  to  infpire 
lore,  as  (he  appears  in  complete  armour  *.  I  have  been  told, 
as  well  as  you,  that  the  goddeb  when  (he  arofe  out  of  the 
fea  landed  on  this  1(1  and;  but  I  was  likewife  told  that  Ihe  foon 
fled  from  it  into  Cyprus  *. 

From  thefe  laft  words  we  concluded  that  the  Phcsnicians, 
having  traverfed  the  feas,  landed  at  the  port  of  Scandea  ;  that 
they  brought  thither  the  worihip  of  Venus,  which  foon  ex- 
tended into  the  neighbouring  cQuntries ;  aod  that1  hence  ori- 
ginated thofe  abfurd  fables  concerning  the  birth  of  Venus,  her 
rffing  out  of  the  fea,  and  her  arrival  at  Cythersu 

Inftead  of  proceeding  with  our  captain  to  this  ifland,  we 
requefted  him  to  leave  us  at  Tatnarus,  a  city  of  Laconta,  the 
harbour  of  which  is  fufficiently  large  to  contain  many  (hips  b. 
It  is  fituated  near  a  cape  of  the  fame  name  c,  on  which  isr  a 
temple,  as  there  is  on  all  the  principal  promontories  of  Greece. 
Thefe  facred  edifices  attra&  the  vows  and  the  offerings  of 
mariners*  That  of  Tsenarus,  dedicated  to  Neptune,  ftaqds  in 
the  middle  of  a  confecrated  grove,  which  ferves  as  an  afyinrn 
to  criminals d.  The  ftatue  of  the  god  is  at  the  entrance  e; 
and  at  the  bottom  opens  an  immenfe  cavern  greatly  celebrated 
among  the  Greeks. 

It  is  affirmed  that  it  was  at  firft  the  hahnt  of  an  enormous 
ferpent,  which  Hercules  flew,  and  which  has  been  confound- 
ed with  the  dog  of  Pluto,  becaufe  its  bite  was  mortal  f.  This 
idea  was  affociated  with  one  already  entertained,  that  the  ca- 
vern led  to  the  domains  of  the  gloomy  king,  by  fubterranean 
paff  ges,  of  which  it  was  impoflible  for  us,  when  we  viQted 
it,  to  perceive  the  avenues  *• 


y  Hcrodot  lib.  I.  cap.  105. 
•  *  Paufan,  lib.  3.  cap.  13.  p.  169. 
a  HefiotL  Theqg.  v.  193. 
b  Thucyd.  lib.  7.  cap.  19. 
c  Stepb.  in  wm*.    SchoL  Apoilon. 


Af|W.  lib.  t.  v.  its. 
d  Thocyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  nS  ct  133. 
e  Panfan.  lib.  3.  cap.  45.  p.  375. 
f  Hem.  Maes  ap.  PaaJactbidL 
S  Pacta,  lib.  3.  cap.  atf.  p.  375. 
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You  behold,  tali  the  prieft,  one  of  the  mouths  of  hell h. 
Several  fimilar  ones  are  found  in  different  places,  as  at  the 
city  of  Hermlone,  .in  Argolis ■ ;  at  Heraclea,  in  Pontui k ;  at 
Aornus,  in  Thefprotia ! ;  and  at  Cumae,  near  Naples  ■•  But 
notwithflanding  the  pretenfions  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
places,  we  maintain  that  it  was  through  this  gloomy  cavern 
that  Hercules  dragged  Cerberus  up  to  light  %  and  that  Or- 
pheus returned  with  his4  wife  °. 

Thefe  traditions  ought,  however,  lefs  to  engage  your  at- 
tention than  a  practice  of  which  I  am  now  about  to  fpeak. 
Ihis  cavern  is  in  pofleffion  of  a  privilege  which  many  other 
places  enjoy  p.  Hither  our  diviners  come  to  call  up  the  peace- 
ful (hades  of  the  dead,  or  to  banifh  to  the  remoteft  part  of  tho 
infernal  domains  the  fpe&res  that  difquiet  the  living. 

Thefe  wonderful  effe&s  are  produced  by  facred  ceremonies. 
Sacrifices  and  libations  muft  firft  be  made,  and  prayers  and 
xnyflerious  formulas  repeated ;  the  night  muft  then  be  paffed 
in  the  temple,  and  the  lhade  of  the  deceafed  perfon,  it  is  af- 
firmed, never  fails  to  appear  in  a  dream  q. 

Expiatory  ceremonies  are  especially  performed  here,  to  ap- 
peafe  thofe  fouls  whom  fword  or  poifon  has  feparated  from 
their  bodies.  Thus  was  it  that  Callondas  formerly  repaired 
hither,  by  the  command  of  the  Pythia,  to  appeafe  the  incenfed 
(hade  of  the  poet  Archilochus,  whom  he  had  deprived  of  lifer. 
I  £hall  relate  a  ftill  more  recent  faft :  Paufantas,  who  com- 
manded the  Grecian  army  at  Plafcea,  by  a  fatal  miftake, 


*  Pind  Pyth.  4.  v.  79.  Schol.  ib. 
Enftath.  in  Iliad,  t.  i.  p .  f$6  et  187. 
Mela,  lib.  s  cap.  3. 

1  Scrab.  lib.  8.  p.  373. 

*  Xcooph.  de  Expcd.  Cyr.  lib.  cv  p. 
375*  Eiod.  btc.  lib.  14.  p.  s6l.  Plin. 
lib.  %f.  tap.  1,  p  4191 

1  Herodot.  lib.  3  cap  9*.  Paa&n. 
Ub.  9.  cap.  3  .  p.  769.  Hefych.  in 
MabAjr. 

m  Scymn.  Cbii.  Orb.  Defcript.  v. 
»4*'  *p.  Geogr.  Mia.  U  it 


Mn  Eoripid.  in 

8trab.  lib.  8.  p.  363.    Pau&a. 


Here   Far. 


▼.  13. 
.._    -         -lib.  3. 
p.  %7S»    Apoll.  lib.  %,  p.  131.   Schol. 
Homer,  in  Iliad,  lib.  8.  ▼.  368. 

0  Orpb.  Argon,  v.  41.  Virg.  Oeorg. 
lib.  4-  ▼•  467. 

p  Panfan.  lib.  3.  cap.  17.  p.  131. 
*  Plat,  de  Confel.  e.  n.  p.  109. 

1  Id.  de  8eri  Numiri.  Vind.  t.  ii.  p. 
560.  (Boom,  ap.  Evieb.  Ptep.  &. 
van.  lib.  3*  p.  4128.    Said,  in  &&**>• 
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plunged  bis  poniard  in  the  bofom  of  Cleonica,  whom  be  tea- 
derly  loved*  The  recolle&ion  of  what  he  had  done  inceflant- 
ly  tormented  him ;  and  he  continually  faw  her  in  his  dreams, 
addreffing  him  every  night  in  thefe  dreadful  words  :  Pmtijh- 
ment  awaits  thee  *•  He  repaired  to  Heraclea,  in  Pontus,  and 
the  foothfayers  conduced  him  to  the  cave  where  they  call  tip 
the  fpirits  of  the  dead,  when  that  of  Cleonica  appeared  to 
him,  and  told  him  that  he  Humid  find  at  Lacedaemon  the  end 
of  his  fufferings.  He  immediately  went  thither,  and,  on  his 
arrival,  being  judged  guilty  of  crimes  againft  the  date,  he 
tool$  refuge  in  a  fmall  houfe,  where. all  means  of  fubfilience 
being  denied  him,  he  periled  with  hunger.  A  report  was 
afterwards  fpread,  that  his  {hade  had  been  heard  to  groan  in 
the  f acred  places ;  in  confequence  of  which  diviners  were  fent 
for  from  Theflaly,  who  appeafed  his  ghoft  with  the  ceremo- 
nies cudomary  on  fuch  occafions *.  I  relate  thefe  prodigies, 
added  the  pried  j  T  do  not  warrant  the  truth  of  them.  Per- 
baps,  as  it  is  impoffible  to  infpire  too  much  horror  for  homi- 
cide, .it  has  been  wifely  fuggefted  that  the  difquietnde  of 
mind  which  is  thexonfequence  of  guilt,  is  occafioned  by  the 
cries  of  the  ghods  who  purfue  the  guilty. 

1  know  not,  replied  Philotas,  how  far  the  multitude  ought 
to  be  intruded  with  the  truth,  but  they  ought  at  lead  to  be 
guarded  againft  the  excefe  of  error.  The  Thetialians  in  the 
lad  century  might  havje  been  convinced  of  this  by  melancholy 
experience.  Their  army  was  in  fight  of  that  of  the  Phoci- 
ans,  who,  during  a*  light  night,  detached  to  the  attack  of  the 
enemy's  camp  fix  hundred  men,  covered  with  plafter.  How* 
eyer  grofs  this  dratagem,  the  Theflalians,  accuftomed  from 
their  infancy  to  dories  qf  apparitions  and  phantoms,  imagin- 
ed .thefe  foldiejrs  to  be.celedial  genii,  who  had  come  to  the 
affidance.of7tbe  Phocians  ;  they  therefore  made  but  a  feehle 

■■   ,        ■  i        ■ '  ■       »  ■         ■  i 

-  *  Id.  ibid  p.  SSS\  «t  in  Cim.  t  i.  |  Eurip.  in  Alceft.  *.  iisS.  B*flcf  IUj. 
p.  4***  »ux  ^S»ft.  L  i.  P.  U$, 

*  4<L  ibid  p.  5*0.    !J.  ap;  SchoL  |  r 
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refiftance,  and  differed  themfelves  to  be  flaughtered  like  vic- 
tims u. 

A  (i  miter  inftance  of  fuperftition  and  credulity,  replied  the 
prieit,  formerly  produced  the  fame  efie§  in  our  army,  when 
in  MefTenia.  The  troops  believed  that  Caftor  and  Pollux  had 
honoured  with  their  prefence  the  feftival  they  celebrated  to 
thofe  deities.  Two  young  and  beautiful  Meflenians  appeared 
at  the  head  of  the  camp,  mounted  »n  fuperb  horfes,  with  their 
lances  in  the  reft,  and  clad  in  a  white  tunic,  a  purple  mantle, 
and  a  pointed  cap  with  a  ftar  on  the  top  5  in  the  habit  and 
ornaments,  in  fhort,  in  which  thofe  two  heroes,  the  obje&s  of 
our  wo r (hip,  are  represented.  They  entered,  and  falling  on. 
the  foldiers  proftrate  at  their  feet,  made  a  dreadful  (laughter 
of  them,  and  retired  unmolefted z.  The  gods,  irritated  at 
this  perfidy,  foon  after  madifefted  their  anger  againft  the 
Meflenians.  N 

Is  it  poffible,  cried  I,  that  you  Lacedaemonians  mould  men* 
tion  the  word  perfidy ;  you  who  have  been  guilty  of  fuch 
great  injuftice,  and  who  are  polluted  with  the  blacked  crimes 
of  ambition  !  1  had  conceived  a  high  idea  of  your  laws  ;  but 
your  wars  in  MefTenia  have  fixed  an  indelible  (lain  on  your 
nation.  Have  you,  anfwered  he,  received  an  impartial  ac- 
count of  them  and  their  origin  ?  If  you  have,  it  is  the  firft 
time  that  the  vanquifhed  have  done  juftice  to  their  conquer- 
ors.    Li  It  en  to  me  a  moment. 

When  the  defcendants  of  Hercules  returned  into  Pelopon- 
nefus,  Crefphontes  obtained  by  furprife  the  throne  of  Mef- 
fenia*.  He  was  afiaffinated  fom^time  after,  and  his  children 
taking  refuge  at  Lacedaemon,  gave  up  to  us  the  rights  they 
inherited  from  their  father.  Though  the  validity  of  this  cef- 
fion  was  confirmed  by  the  oracle  of  Delphi z,  we  long  neglect- 
ed to  enforce  our  claims. 

u  Herodot.  lib.  8.  cap.  a7.   Paufan.  |      *  Pa u fan.  lib.  4.  cap.  17.  p.  344. 
lib.  16.  cap.  1'.  p.  fcoi.     Polyaen.  Stra-  I      y  Id.  ibid,  cap   3  et  4. 
ug  lib.  . .  cap.  18.  I      8  Ifocr.  in  Archid.  t.  ii.  p.  3D. 

'Vol.  II.  °  D* 
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In  the  reign  of  Teleclus,  we  fent,  according  to  ancient  ufage, 
a  number  of  maidens, '  under  the  condud  of  that  prince,  to 
prefent  offerings  at  the  temple  of  Diana  Limnatis,  fituated  on 
the  confines  of  Meffenia  and  Laconia.  They  were  violated  by 
fome  young  Meffenians,  and  killed  themfelves  rather  than 
fur  vive  their  (hame ;  the  king  himfelf  loft  his  life  in  endea- 
vouring to  defend  them1.  The  Meffenians,  to  juftify  fo  vile 
a  crime,  had  recourfe  to  the  moil  abfard  pretences,  and  La- 
cedsemon  overlooked  the  injury  rather  than  break  the  peace  ; 
till  new  infults  havirig  exhaufted  her  patience  b,  (he  claimed 
he-  rights,  and  commenced  hoftilities.  This  was  kfs  a  war 
of  ambition  than  vengeance,  as  you  may  yourfelf  judge  from 
the  oath  by  Which  the  young  Spartans  engaged  never  to  re* 
turn  to  their  country  till  they  had  fubjugated  Meffenia,  and 
by  the  ardour  with  which  even  our  old  men  promoted  the 
enterprife c. 

After  the  firft  war,  the  laws  of  Greece  authorifed  us  to 
make  (laves  of  the  vanquifhed  ;  but  we  were  contented  with 
impofihg  on  them  a  tribute.  Their  frequent  revolts  obliged 
us,  after  having  conquered  them  in  a  fecond  war,  to  load 
them  with  chains  ;  and,  after  a  third,  to  banifli  them  from 
our  neighbourhood.  Our  conduft  appeared  fo  conformable  to 
the  laws  of  nations,  that,  in  the  treaties  prior  to  the  battle  of 
Leu&ra,  ncjthef  the  Greeks  nor  Perfians  ever  propofed  to  us 
to  reftore  liberty  to  Meffenia  d.  You  will  remember  that  I 
am  a  minifter  of  peace.  If  my  country  is  forced  to  take 
arms,  I  lament  the  occafion  ;  and  if  me  is  guilty  of  injuftice, 
I  condemn  her  conduft.  When  war  commences,  I  ftiudder  at 
the  calamities  about  to  fall  on  my  fellow  mortals,  and  I  aft: 
why  they  are  cruel ;  but  it  is  the  fecret  of  the%  gods,  and  it 
behoves  us  to  adore  and  be  filent. 


*  Strab.  lib.   8.  p.    362.     Paufan.  I      c  Id.  ibid.    Juftin.  lib.  3.  cap.  4. 
lib.  4.  cap.  4.  p.  288.  I      d  lfocr.  in  Archid.  t.  -i.  p.  24. 


b  Paufan.  ibid.  cap.  4  ct  5. 
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We  left  Taenaras,  after  having  vifited  in  its  environs  fome 
quarries  from  which  is  dug  a  black  ftone  as  valuable  as 
marble  c.  We  proceeded  to  Gythium,  a  city  fnrrounded  with 
walls*  and  very  ftrong,  with  an  excellent  harbour,  in  which 
the  fleets  of  Lacedaemon  ride  fecure,  and  find  every  requifite 
for  their  maintenance  and  fafety  f.  It  is  diilant  from  the  city 
thirty  ftadia*. 

The  hiftory  of  the  Lacedaemonians  has  rendered  the  fmall 
diftruft  they  inhabit  fo  renowned,  that  we  vifited  the  fmalleft 
villages  and  the  moft  incoofidcrable  towns,  both  in  the  en- 
virons of  the  gulf  of  Laconia,  and  in  the  inland  country.  We 
were  every  where  ftiown  temples,  ftatues,  columns,  and  other 
monuments,  the  greater  part  of  rude  workmanship,  and  fome 
of  venerable  antiquity  h.  in  the  gymnafium  of  Afopus,  our 
attention  was  engaged  by  human  bones  of  a  prodigious  fize J. 

Having  returned  to  the  banks  of  the  Eurotas,  we  afcended 
it  through  a  valley  which  it  waters  k,  and  afterwards  through 
the  middle  of  a  plain,  which  extends  to  the  city  of  Laceda^ 
xnon.  On  our  right  we  had  the  river,  and  on  our  left  Mount 
Taygetus,  at  the  foot  of  which  Nature  has  hollowed  out  in 
the  rock  a  number  of  fpacious  caverns !. 

At  Bryfea  we  found  a  temple  of  Bacchus,  which  men  are 
forbidden  to  enter,  women  alone  bting  permitted  to  facrifice 
in  it,  and  to  perform  certain  ceremonies  which  it  is  not  law- 
ful for  them  to  reveal m.  We  had  before  feen  a  city  of  La- 
conia where  women  are  excluded  from  the  facrifices  offered  to 
the  god  Mars  *•  From  Bryfea  we  were  fhown,  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  a  neighbouring  mountain,  a  place  named  the  Taletum, 
where,  among  other  animals,  horfes  were  facrificed  to  the 


e  Plin.  lib.  36.  cap.  18;  t.  ii.  p. 
748.  Id.  ibid.  cap.  23.  p.  7J2.  Strab. 
lib.  8.  p.  367. 

{  Xcooph  Hift.  Grxc.  lib.  6.  p. 
6C9.     Lit.  lib.  34.  cap.  29. 

S  Polyb.  lib.  5.  p.  367. 

h  Paufao.  lib.  3.  cap.  22  p.  265. 


1  Id.  ibid.  p.  267. 

*  Srrab.  lib.  8.  p.  343.     Li*,  lib. 
34.  cap.  28. 

1  Guill.  Laced.  Aoc.  t.  i.  p.  75. 
m  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  20.  p.  261. 
n  Id.  ibid.  cap.  22.  p.  267. 
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fun  °.     Farther  on,  the  inhabitants  of  a  fmall  town  bodied 
that  they  were  the  finl  inventors  of  mills  to  grind  corn  p. 

We  foon  after  came  in  fight  of  the  town  of  Amyclae,  lim- 
ited on  the  right  bank  of  the  Eurotas,  and  diftant  from  Lace- 
daemon  about  twenty  ftadia q.  We  there  faw  on  a  column 
the  flatue  of  an  athleta,  who  expired  the  inftant  after  he  bad 
received  the  crown  beftowed  on  him  as  vi&or  at  the  Olympic 
games.  Around  this  ftatue  were  fevcral  tripods,  confecrated 
by  the  Lacedaemonians  to  different  divinities,  in  memory  of 
the  victories  they  had  gained  over  the  Athenians  and  Mef- 
fenians  r. 

We  were  impatient  to  vifit  the  temple  of  Apollo,  one  of  the 
tnoft  famous  in  Greecs.     The  ftatu/e  of  the  god,  in  height  a- 
bout  thirty  cubits  *  *,  is  of  rode  workmanfiiip,  and  fomewhat 
in  the  tafte  of  the  Egyptians.     It  might  be  taken  for  a  pillar 
of  brafs,  to  which  had  been  fattened  a  head  with  a  helmet, 
two  hands,  armed  with  a  bow  and  lance,  and  two  feet,*the 
extremities  of  which   only   appear.     The  flatue  is  of  very 
high  antiquity,  and,  m  fucceeding  times,  was  placed,  by  an 
artift  named  Bathycles,  on  a  bate,  in  form  of  an  altar,  in  a 
throne  fupported  by  the  Hours  and  Graces.     The  fame  artift 
has  ornamented  the  faces  of  the  bafe,  and  every  part  of  the 
throne  with  bafs-reliefs,  which  reprefent  fo  many  different 
fubjefts,  and  contain  fo  great  a  number  of  figures,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  dcfcribe  them  without  being  difgnlHngly  te- 
dious. 

The  temple  is  ferved  by  pfiefteffes,  the  principal  of  whom 
takes  the  title  of  mother.  After  her  death,  her  name,  and 
the  years  during  which  (he  exercifed  her  functions,  are  en- 
graven on  marble.  We  were  mown  the  tablets  which  con- 
tain this  feries-  of  epochas  fo  precious  to  chronology,,  and  we 


°  Id.  ibid.  cap.  20.  p.  »6i. 

P  M.  ihid.  p.  260. 

«  Polyb.  lib.  5.  p.  567. 

*  Parian,  lib.  3.  cap,  iS.  p.  254. 


9  Id.  ibid.  can.  ig.  p.  257. 
*  About  4H  French  (or  45  Em- 
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read  in  them  the  name  of  Laodamia,  the  daughter  of  Amyclas, 
'who  reigned  in  this  country  more  than  a  thoufand  years 
iince  *.  Other  infcriptions,  depofited  here  to  render  them 
rnore  venerable,  contain  treaties  between  ftates  u,  feveral  de- 
crees of  the  Lacedaemonians  relative  to  religious  ceremonies 
or  military  expeditions,  and  vows  addrefied  to  the  god  by  fo- 
vereigns  or  individuals  x. 

Not  far  from  the  temple  of  Apollo  is  another  temple,  the 
building  of  which  is  not  more  than  Seventeen  feet  long  by  ten 
and  a  half  broad  f.  Five  rude  Hones  of  a  black  colour,  and 
five  feet  thick,  compofe  the  four  walls  and  the  roof,  on.whicU 
are  laid  two  other  ftones  retiring  inwards.  The  edifice  ftands 
on  three  fteps,  each  of  a  fmgle  fione.  Above  the  entrance 
are  engraven,  in  very  ancient  characters,  thefe  words,  Eu- 
rotas  kixg  or  the  isteucrates  to  onga.  This  prince 
lived  about  three  centuries,  before  the  Trojan  war.  The 
name  of  I&eucrates  fignifies  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  La- 
conia  *,  and  that  of  Onga,  a  divinity  of  Phoenicia  or  Egypt, 
the  fame,  as  is  fuppofed,  with  the  Minerva  of  the  Greeks a. 

This  edifice,  which  we  more  than  once  recolleded  during 
our  travels  in  Egypt,  is  prior  by  many  centuries  to  the  moll 
ancient  in  Greece.  After  having  admired  its  fimplicity  and 
folidity,  we  funk  into  a  kind  of  though  tfulnefs,  of  whigh  we 
afterwards  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  the  caufe.  It  is  only, 
faid  Philotas,  the  attention  of  furprife.  We  reflecT:  on  the 
number  of  ages  which  have  elapfed  fince  the  foundation  of 
this  temple,  with  the  fame  aftonifhment  with  which,  when 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  we  have  often  meafured 
with  our  eyes  its  ftupendous  height.  The  extent  of  duration 
produces  the  fame  eifeft  as  that  of  fpace.     Yet,  replied  I,  the 


1  Mem.  dc  I'Acad.  dc»  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  xxiii.  p.  406! 

u  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  18  et  a8. 

x  Mem.  dc  l'Acad.  dc?  Bell.  JLettr. 
t  xv.  p.  395  ;  t.  xvi.  HiiK  p.  101. 
Infcript.  Fourmont.  in  BibL.Rrg. 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  40a. 


2  Hefych.  in  'Ix&«*;> 

a  Steph.in*0>*.  Hefych  in  'Oyym. 
^fchyl.  in  Sept.  contra  Theb.  v.  170. 
Schol.  ibid,  et  in  v.  493.  Seld.  de 
Diis  Syr.  Syntag.  a.  cap.  4.  Boch, 
Geog.  Sacr.  part.  2.  lib.  a.  cap.  la.  p* 
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one  leaves  in  our  minds  an  impreffion  of  melancholy  that  we 
never  experience  from  the  other.  Is  it  not  in  reality  becaufe 
we  are  more  intimately  connected  with  duration  than  with 
greatnefs  ?  All  thefe  ancient  ruins  are  the  trophies  of  deftroy- 
ing  time,  and,  in  defpite  of  ourfelves,  enforce  our  attention  to 
the  instability  of  all  human  things.  Here,  for  example,  as 
inscription  has  prefcnted  to  us  the  name  of  a  people  of  whom 
neither  you  nor  J  had  any  knowledge.  They  have  disappear- 
ed, and  this  fmall  temple  is  the  only  teftimony  that  they 
have  exifted,  the  only  fragment  that  has  remained  of  their 
wreck. 

Smiling  meadows  b  and  lofty  trees  embellifli  the  environs  of 
Amyclae.  The  fruits  there  arc  excellent c.  It  is  a  very  a- 
greeable  place  of  abode,  tolerably  populous,  and'  always  full 
of  Grangers  d,  attra&ed  by  the  fplendour  of  the  felHvale,  or 
by  motives  of  religion.  W  e  left  it  to  proceed  to  Lacedx- 
mon. 

We  took  up  our  refidence  at  the  houfe  of  Damonax,  to 
whom  we  had  been  recommended  by  Xenophon.  Philotas 
found  there  letters  which  obliged  him  to  depart  the  next  day 
for  Athens.  I  (hall  not  fpeak  of  Lacedaemon  till  1  have  given 
a  general  idea  of  the  province  of  Laconia. 

It  is  bounded  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  by  the  fea,  to  the  welt 
and  the  north  by  high  mountains,  or  by  hills  which  defcend 
from  them,  and  form  between  them  pleafant  valleys*  The 
mountains  to  the  weft  are  named  Tay  get  us.  from  fome  of 
their  fummits,  which  rife  above  the  clouds  %  the  eye  may 
furvey  the  whole  of  Pclopoi.nefus  f.  Their  fides,  almoft  e- 
very  where  covered  with  woods,  are  the  afylum  of  a  great 
number  of  goats,  bears,  wild  boars,  and  flags  *. 

Nature,  which  has  here  delighted  to  multiply  thefe  fpecies 
of  animals,   feems   alfo  to  have  produced,  purpofely  to  de- 


b  Stat.  Theb.  lib.  9.  v.  7  9.     Liv. 
lib.  34  cap.  48. 

c  Pclyb.  lib.  5.  p.  367. 

d  Infcript.  Fouxxmmt.  in  Bibl.  Reg. 


c  Stat.  Theb.  lib.  %.  v.  35. 

f  Schol  Pibd.  in  New.  10.  v.  114* 

S  Paulau.  lib.  3.  cap.  ao.  p.  261. 
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flroy  them,  certain  races  of  dogs,  which  are  every  where  in 
great  eftimationh,  and  efpecially  valuable  for  hunting  the  wild 
boar'.  -They  are  fwift,  fpirited,  impetuous*,  and  endowed 
with  an  exquifite  fcent !.  The  females  poffefs  thefe  qualities 
in  the  higheft  degree  m  >  and  they  alfo  have  another  advan- 
tage, for  they  live,  in  general,  nearly  twelve  years,  while  the 
males  feldom  live  longer  than  ten  n.  To  produce  a  breed  more 
ardent  and  courageous,  they  are  coupled  with  Moloffian  dogs  °, 
and  it  is  affirmed  that  they  fometimes  will  of  themfelves 
couple  with  foxes  p,  and  that  from  this  mixture  is  generate4 
a  race  of  weak  and  ugly  dogs,  with  thin  fhort  hair,  a  pointed 
pole,  and  inferior  in  quality  to  the  others  q. 

Among  the  dogs  of  Laconia,  the  black  fpotted  with  white 
are  remarkable  for  their  beauty r,  the  fallow  *  for  their  far. 
gacity,  and  the  Caftorides  and  Menelaides.  for  bearing  the 
names  of  Caftor  and  Menelaus,  who  multiplied  their  breed  c. 
For  the  chafe  was  anciently  the  amufement  of  heroes,  after  it 
had  ceafed  to  be  to  them  a  labour  of  neceflity.  They  were  at 
firft  forced  to  defend  themfelves  againft  ferocious  animals, 
which  they  foon  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated regions*  When  they  were  no  longer  in  danger  from 
thefe,  rather  than  languifli  in  indolence,  they  fought  new  ene- 
mies for  the  pleafure  of  combating  them  :  the  blood  of  the  in- 
nocent dove  was  (bed,  and  the  chafe  became  their  favourite 
diverfion,  fince  it  prefented  to  them  the  image  of  war. 


b  Theophraft.  Chara<3.  cap.  5.  Eu- 
■ftath.  in  OdyfT.  p.  1821.  Meurf.  Mif- 
-  eel.  Lacoo.  lib.  3.  cap.  1. 

i  Xcnoph.  de  Venat.  p.  991. 
k  Callxm.  Hymn,  in  Dian.  t.   94. 
Senec.  Trag.  in  Hippol.  v.  35.     Virg. 
Georg.  lib.  3.  v.  405. 
•     1  Flat.  i)Q  Parmen.  t.  iii.  p.  128.  A- 
riftot.  de  Gener.  Animal,  lib.  5.  t.  i. 
cap.  a.  p.  1139-     Soph,  in  Ajac.  ▼.  8. 
m  Ariftot.  Hift.  Animal,  lib.  9.  cap. 
1. 1.  i.  p.  922. 


n  Id.  ibid.  Kb.  6.  c.  1.  p.  878.    Piio. 
lib.  10.  cap.  63.  t.  i.  p.  578. 

0  Ari&ot.  ibid.  lib.  9.  cap.  I.  p.  922. 
P  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.   28.  p.  920. 

Hefych.  in  K<*«A«r.    Poll.  lib.  5.  cap. 

5-  4  39. 

1  Xcnoph.  de  Venat.  p.  976.    The- 
mift.  Orat.  21.  p.  248. 

r  Guill.  Laced.  Anc.  t.  i.  p.  199.  - 
$  Horat.  £pod.  od.  6.  v.  5. 
1  Poll.  lib.  5.  cap.  5.  §  38. 
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On  the  land  fide  Laconia  is  of -difficult  accefs  u.  It  can  only 
be  entered  over  fteep  hills,  and  through  defiles  eafy  to  de- 
fend x.  At  Lacedsmon  the  plain  widens  y  5  and,  advancing 
toward  the  fouth,  we  find  fome  fertile  diftri&s  z  ;  though,  in 
certain  places,  on  account  of  the  inequality  of  the  ground, 
•cultivation  requires  great  labour  a.  Through  the  plain b  are 
fcattered  a  number  of  eminences,  raifed  by  the  hand  of  man, 
and  more  frequently  found  in  this  country  than  in -the  neigh- 
bouring provinces.  They  were  conftructed  before  the  birth 
of  the  arts,  and  intended  for  the  tombs  of  the  principal  chiefs 
of  the  nation  *.  According  to  all  appearance,  like  heaps  of 
earth,  raifed  for  fimilar  purpofes,  were  afterwards  fucceeded, 
in  Egypt,  by  the  pyramids.  Thus  is  it,,  that  in  every  age 
and  country  the  pride  of  man  has  conftantly  affociated  itfeif 
with  his  infignificance  and  annihilation. 

As  to  the  productions  of  Laconia,  we  fliall  obferve,  that  we 
find  there  a  number  of  plants  ufeful  in  medicine  c,  as  alio  a 
light  kind  of  corn  which  affords  little  nourifhment d ;  that 
fig-trees  there  muft  be  frequently  watered,  without  fear  of 
injuring  the  quality  of  the  fruit  e  ;  that  figs  ripen  fooncr 
there  than  in  other  countries  f  ;  and,  laftly,  that,  on  all  the 
coafts  of  Laconia,  a$  well  as  on  thofe  of  Cythera,  a  confider- 
able  fifhery  is  carried  on,  of  that  kind  of  melJ-fifh  from  which 
is  obtained  a  much  efteemed  purple  dye  *  approaching  to  a 
rofe  colour  b. 


u  Eurip.  ap.  Strab.  lib.   8.  p.   366. 

x  Xcnoph.  ib.  Polyb.  lib.  2.  p.  150. 

Liv.  lib.  34.  cap  28.  lib.  $$.  cap.  27/ 

y  Lc  Roi  Ruines  de  la  Grexe,  t.  ii. 

p.  31- 

2  Hrrodot.  lib.  1.  cap.  66.  Plat. 
in  Alcib.  I.  t.  ii.  p.  11%.  Polyb.  lib. 
5.  p.  367. 

a  Eurip.  ap.  Strab-  lib.  8.  p.  366. 

*  Athen.  lib.  I4.  cap.  5  p.  625. 

•  Similar  hilh  arc  found  in  many 


countries  inhabited  by  the  ancient  Ger- 
mans. 

c  Theophr.Hift.  PJant.lib.  4-  cap- 
6.  p.  367. 

(I  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  cap.  4.  p.  932- 

c  Id.  ibid.  lib.  a.  cap.  8.  p.  9  a. 

f  Id.  de  Cauf.  Plant;  ap.  Athen.  1  h 
p.  77.  Plin.  lib.  16.  cap.  26.  t.  ii.  p.W, 

*  Ariftot.  ap.  Stcph.  in  K»V  Pan- 
fan,  lib.  3  cap.  21.  p.  264.  Plin.  I* 
4.  cap.  1 2.  t.  i.  p.  408. 

*  Plin.  lib.  21.  cap.  S. 
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Laconia  is  fubjeS  to  earthquakes  l.  It  is  afferted  that  it 
formerly  contained  a  hundred  cities  k  ;  but  this  was  at  a  time 
when  the  moil  inconfiderable  town  aflumed  that  title  ;  all  we 
can  fay  at  prefent  is,  that  it  is  extremely  populous  *.  The  Eu* 
rotas  traverfes  it  through  its  whole  extent,  and  receives  the 
ft  reams,  or  rather  the  torrents,  which  defcend  from  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains.  During  a  great  part  of  the  year  this 
river  cannot  be  forded  m  ;  but  it  every  where  flows  in  a  nar- 
row channel,  and,  when  at  the  highefl,  its  merit  is,  that  it  has 
more  depth  than  breadth. 

At  certain  feafons  it  is  covered  with  fwans  of  a  dazzling 
whitenefs  n,  and  it  almoft  every  where  abounds  with  reeds  ia 
great  requeft,  becaufe  they  are  ftraight,  tall,  and  of  different 
colours  °.  Among  other  purpofes  for  which  they  are  em- 
ployed, the  Lacedaemonians  make  mats  of  them,  and  crown 
themfelves  with  them  at  certain  feftivals  p.  I  remember,  on 
this  occafion,  that  an  Athenian,  one  day  declaiming  againft 
the  folly  of  men,  faid  to  me,  A  feeble  reed  is  all  that  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  fubjeft,  to  inftrucl:,  and  to  foothe  them.  I  requefU 
ed  him  to  explain  himfelf,  and  he  added,  Of  this  frail  mate- 
rial are  made  arrows,  pens  to  write  with,  and  inft  rumen ts  of 
znufic  q  *. 

To  the  right  of  the  Eurotas,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
river r,  is  the  city  of  Lacedaemon,  otherwife  named  Sparta. 
It  is  not  furrounded  with  walls  • ;  its  only  defence  is  the  va- 
Jour  of  its  inhabitants  r,  and  fome  eminences,  on  which  fol- 
diers  may  be  polled  in  cafe  of  an  attack  u.     The  highefl  of 


i  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  367.  Euftath.  in 
Iliad,  lib.  2.  p.  2^4. 

k  Strab.  ibid.  p.  362.  Euftath.  ia 
Dionyf.  v.  419. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  I.  cap.  66.  Polyb. 
lib.  a.  p.  125. 

m  Polyb.  lib.  5.  p.  369.    , 

*  Stat.^Sylv.  lib.  1.  v.  1 43.  Guill. 
Laced.  Anc.  t.  i.  p.  97. 

0  Euripid.  in  Hcl.  v.  355.  ct  500. 
Thcogn.  Sent,  v.*  783  Theophr.  Hift. 
yiant.  lib.  4.  cap.  11.  p.  470, 


P  SoGb.  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  15.  p.  674. 

4  Plin.  lib.  16.  cap  36.  t.  ii.  p  37. 

*  Flutes  were  commonly  made  of 
reeds. 

r  Polyb.  lib.  5.  p.  369. 

s  Xenoph.  Hid.  Grate  lib.  6.  p. 
608.  Id.  ia  Agcf  p.  662.  Ncp.  in  A- 
gef.  cap.  6.  jjLiv.  lib.  39.  cap.  37* 

1  Juftin.  lib.  14  cap.  5. 

u  Plut.  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  613.  Lit. 
lib.  34.  cap.  3  b* 
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thefe  eminences  ferves  as  a  citadel :  its  fummit  is  a  fpacbns 
fat  ground,  on  which  are  erefied  feveral  Ikcred  edifices  *. 

Around  this  hill  are  ranged  five  towns,  Separated  from  each 
other  by  intervals  of  different  extent,  and  each  occupied  by 
one  of  the  five  tribes  of  Spartans  *.  Such  is  the  city  of  La- 
cedsmon,  the  quarters  of  which  are  not  joined  like  tbofe  of 
Athens  y.  Formerly  the  cities  of  Peloponnefus  were  only  com- 
pofed  of  villages,  which  were  afterwards  united  by  including 
them  within  one  common  enclofure  *  f. 

The  great  fquare,  or  forum,  in  which  feveral  ftreets  termi- 
nate, is  embellifhed  with  temples  and  ftatues.  It  likewife 
contains  the  edifices  in  which  the  fenate,  the  ephori,  and  other 
bodies  of  magiftrates,.  aflemble  a  ;  as  alfo  a  portico  which  the 
Lacedaemonians  ere&ed  after  the  battle  of  Plataea,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  vanquished,  whole  fpoils  they  had  fliared.  The 
roof  is  not  fupported  by  columns,  but  by  gigantic  ftatues,  re- 
prefenting  Perfians  habited  in  flowing  robes*.  The  other 
parts  of  the  city  likewife  prefent  us  with  a  great  nttmbe'r  of 
monuments  in  honour  of  the  gods  and  ancient  heroes. 

On  the  highefl  of  the  eminences  Hands  a  temple  of  Minerva, 
which  has  the  privilege  of  afylum,  as  likewife  has  the  grove 
which  furrounds  it,  and  a  fmall  houfe  appertaining  to  it,  in 
which  the  king  Paitfanias  c  was  left  to  expire  with  hunger. 
This  was  refented  by  the  goddefs  as  a  profanation,  and  the 
oracle  commanded  the  Lacedaemonians  to  ereft  to  that  prince 
two  flatues  which  are  ftill  feen  near  the  altar*.  The  temple 
was  built  with  brafs  %  as  formerly  was  that  of  Delphi f. 
Within  are  engraven,  in  bafs-relief,  the  labours  of  Hercules, 
the  achievements  of  the  Tyndarides,  and  various  groups  of 


x  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  17.  p.  250. 

*  See  cote  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

y  Thucyd.  Ub.  1.  cap.  10. 

2  Id.  ibid.  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  337. 
piod.  Sic.  lib  11.  p.  40. 

f  Sac  the  plan  of  Laeedaemon,  and 
the  cote  at  the  cod  of  the  .volume. 


1  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  n.  p.  131. 
*>  Viciuv  lib.  i.  cap.  I. 
c  Thu.yd  lib.  1.  cap.  134. 
d  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  17.  p.  jjj. 
e  Thucyd  ibid.     Li*.  lib.  33.  cap. 
36.     Sutd.  in  X**g. 
'  Pauiaa.  lib.  10.  cap.  j.  p.  Sio. 
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figures  *.  To  the  right  of  this  edifice  is  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter, 
perhaps  the  mod  ancient  ftatue  of  brafs  extfting.  It  is  of  the 
fame  date  with  the  re~eftabliihmeht  of  the  Oljmpic  games, 
and  is  only  an  aflemblage  of  piece*  fitted  to  each  other,  and 
fattened  together  with  pins  h. 

The  tombs  of  the  two  reigning  families  at  Lacedaemon  are 
in  two  different  quarters  *.  We  every  where  meet  with  he- 
roic monuments,  which  is  the  name  given  to  edifices  and 
groves  confecrated  to  ancient  heroes k.  There  facred  rites 
perpetuate  and  honour  the  memory  of  Hercules,  Tyndarus, 
Caftor,  Pollux,  Menelaus,  •  with  a  number  of  others  more  or 
lefs  known  to  hiftory,  and  more  or  lefs  deferving  to  be  known. 
The  gratitude  of  nations,  and  more  frequently  the  anfwers 
of  oracles,  formerly  obtained  them  thefe  diftin&ioris  ;  but  the 
moft  noble  motives  have  united  to  raife  a  temple  to  Lycur- 
gus*. 

Similar  honours  were  afterwards  more  rarely  beftowed.  I 
have  feen  columns  and  ftatues  erected  for  Spartans  crowned 
at  the  Olympic  games  m9  but  never  for  the  conquerors  of  the 
enemies  of  their  country.  Statues  may  be  decreed  to  wrefU 
lers,  but  the  public  efteem  mould  be  the  reward  of  foldiers. 
Among  all  thofe  who,  during  the  laft  century  fignalized  their 
valour  againft  the  Perfians  or  again il  the  Athenians,  four  or 
five  only  received  funeral  honours  in  the  city,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  this  diftin&ion  was  not  granted  them  without  dif- 
ficulty. In  fad,  it  was  not  till  forty  years  after  the  death  of 
Leonidas,  that  his  bones  were  conveyed  to  Lacedaemon,  and 
depofited  in  a  tomb  near  the  theatre  ;  then  alfo  was  it  that 
the  names  of  the  three  hundred  Spartans  who  had  fallen  with 
that  immortal  man,  were,  for  the  firft  time,  inferibed  on  a 
column  n. 


I  Id  tib.  3.  cap   17.  p.  250. 
fa  Id.  ibid.  p.  251. 
i  Id.  ibid.  cap.  I  a.  p.  137  ;  cap.  14. 
p.  240- 

k  Id.  ibid.  p.  ajo,  &c 

I  Herodot.  lib.  x.  ca,  -  66.    Pao&n. 


ibid.  cap.  16.  p.  248.  Plut.  in  Ly- 
curg.  t.  i.  p.  s  9. 

*  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  1 3.  p.  240; 
cap.  14*  p.  241  i  *»p.  18.  p.  254. 

a  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  240. 
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The  greater  part  of  the  monuments  I  have  mentioned,  in* 
fpire  the  more  reverence,  as  they  difplay  no  oftentation,  and 
are  almofl  all  of  a  rude  workmanfhip.  In  other  cities  I  have 
frequently  detected  my  admiration  wholly  dire&ed  to  the  ar- 
tift,  hut  at  Lacedaemon  it  was  entirely  engrafted  by  the  hero. 
Anr  unfhapen  ftone  fufliced  to  recal  him  to  my  memory  ;  but 
that  remembrance  was  ever  accompanied  with  a  fplendid 
image  of  his  virtues  or  his  victories. 

The  houfes  at  Lacedacmon  are  fmall,  and  without  ornament. 
Halls  and  porticos  have  been  ere&ed,  to  which  the  citizens 
reibrt-to  converfe  together  or  tranfaft  bufinefs0.  On  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  city  is  the  hippodromus,  or  courfe  for  foot 
and  horfe  races  p  5  and,  at  a  little  diftance  from  that,  the  pla- 
taniftas,  or  place  of  exercife  for  youth,  fhaded  by  beautiful 
plane  trees,  and  enclofed  by  the  Eurotas  on  one  fide,  a  fmall 
river  which  falls  into  it  on  the  other,  and  a  canal  by  which 
they  communicate  on  the  third.  It  is  entered  by  two  bridges 
on  one  of  which  is  the  ftatue  of  Hercules,  or  all  fubduing 
force;  and  on  the  other  that  of  Lycurgus,  or  all  regulating 
Jawq. 

From  this  flight  {ketch  we  may  judge  of  the  furprife  which 
muft  be  felt  by  an  admirer  of  the  arts,  who,  invited  to  La- 
cedacmon by  the  fame  its  inhabitants  have  acquired,  ihould 
only  find,  inftead  of  a  magnificient  city,  fome  poor  villages  ; 
inftead  of  fumputous  houfes,  obfcure  cottages  ;  and  inftead  of 
impetuous  and  turbulent  warriors,  men  of  a  peaceable  difpo- 
fition,  and  commonly  wrapt  in  a  coarfe  cloak.  But  how  would 
his  fuprife  increafe,  when  Sparta,  better  known,  Jhould  offer 
to  his  admiration  one  of  the  great  eft:  of  men,  and  one  of  the 
moft  noble  of  the  works  of  man  ;  Lycurgus  and  his  inititu- 
tions  ! 


0  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14  et  15.  |      q  Paufan.  cap.  14.  p.  24*.    Lucian, 

P  Xenoph.  Hid.  ©race  lib.  6.  p.  6c8.  I  de  Gynicaf.  t.  ii.  p.. 91 9. 
£ir.  lib.  34.  cap.  »;.  J 
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CHAP.  XLII. 

Of  tie  Inhabitants  of  Laconic. 

A  HE  defccndants  of  Hercules,  fupported  by  a  body  of  Do- 
rians, having  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Laconia,  refided  there 
undiftinguifhed  from  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country* 
A  (hort  time  after,  they  impofed  on  them  a  tribute,  and  de- 
prived them  of  a  part  of  their  rights.  The  cities  which  fubw 
m  it  ted  to  their  will  preferved  their  liberty  :  that  of  Helos 
refitted,  but,  being  foon  overcome,  its  inhabitants  were  redu- 
ced to  a  condition  little  differing  from  flavery  r. 

DifTcnfions  afterwards  took  place  among  the  Spartans,  and 
the  moft  powerful  drove  out  the  weaker  party  into  the  coun- 
try or  the  neighbouring  towns  •.  A  diffin&ion  is  ftijl  made 
between  the  Lacedaemonians  of  the  capital  and  thofe  of  the 
province,  and  between  both  thefe  and  that  prodigious  num- 
ber of  flaves  who  are  difperfed  through  the  country. 

The  former,  who  are  often  called  Spartans,  form  that  body 
of  warriors  on  whom  depend  the  fate  of  Laconia.  Their 
number,  it  is  faid,  anciently  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  e.  In 
the  time  of  Xerxes  it  was  eight  thoufand  u.  The  late  wars 
have  fo  reduced  them,  that  we  now  find  very  few  ancient  fa- 
milies at  Sparta  x.  I  have  fometimes  feen  not  lefs  than  four 
thoufand  perfons  in  the  forum,  among  whom  I  could  fcarcely 
difcover  forty  Spartans,  even  including  the  two  kings,  the 
ephori,  and  the  fenators  *. 

The  greater  part  of  the  new  families  are  defcended  from 
Helots,  who  have  been  firft  rewarded  with  their  liberty,  and 
afterwards  with  the  title  of  citizens.  They  are  not  called 
Spartans,  but  have  various  names  according  to  the  difference 


•r  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  365.  Plut.  in 
Lye.  t.  i.  p.  40 

s  Ifocr.  Panathcn.  t.  it.  p.  374. 

c  Ariftoc.  dc  Rep.  lib,  a.  cap.  9. 
*•  ii.  p.  3*9. 


u  Herodot.  lib.  7.  cap.  234. 
*  Ariaot.  ibid.     Plut.  io  Agid.  t.  i. 
P-  797- 
y  Xcnoph.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  3.  p. 
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of  the  priveleges  they  have  obtained,  all  of  which  intimate 
their  former  condition  z. 

Three  great  men,  Callicratidas,  Gylippus,  and  Lyfander, 
born  in  this  clafs  %  were  educated  with  the  children  of  Spar- 
tans,  as  are  all  the  fons  of  the  freed  Helots  b  ;  but  it  was  not 
till  they  had  fignalized  themfelres  by  great  fervices  that  they 
were  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  citizens. 

The  title  and  privileges  of  a  citizen  were  formerly  rarely 
granted  except  to  thofe  who  were  born  of  parents  both  Spar, 
tans  c.  They  are  an  indifpenfable  qualification  for  the  offices 
of  magi  ft  racy,  and  the  command  of  the  army  d.  But  a  part 
of  th<  fe  privileges  may  be  loft  by  a  flagitious  a&ion.  The 
government  is  in  general  watchful  over  the  prefervation  of 
thofe  who  are  inverted  with  them,  and  particularly  careful  of 
the  lives  of  the  Spartans  by  birth.  Lacedaemon  has  been  known, 
in  order  to  recover  fome  of  them  who  were  blocked  up  in  an 
ifland  by  the  Athenian  fleet,  to  fue  to  Athens  for  a  difgraceful 
peace,  and  facriflce  her  navy  to  her  rival c.  But  a  fmall  nam*, 
ber  of  them  are  ever  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  war.  In  thefe 
latter  times  the  kings  Ageftlaus  and  Agefipolis  frequently  had 
not  more  than  thirty  of  that  clafs  of  citizens  with  them  in 
their  expeditions  f.  * 

Notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  their  ancient  privileges,  the 
cities  of  Laconia  form  a  confederation,  the  obje&  of  which  is 
to  un'te  their  forces  in  war,  and  to  maintain  their  rights  in 
time  of  peace.  When  the  interefts  of  the  whole  irate  are  to 
be  difcufled,  they  fend  their  deputies  to  the  general  affembly, 
which  is  always  held  at  Sparta  *.  There  are  fettled  the  con- 
tributions which  each  city  fhall  pay,  and  the  number  of  troops 
it  iball  furnifh. 


2  1'hucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  34.  Id.  lib 
7.  cap.  58.  .icfycb.ia  auJj^*.  Poll, 
lib.  3.  cap.  8.  4  83. 

*  ifilitn.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  lz  cap.  43 

b  At  hen  lib.  d.  cap.  10.  p.  371. 
M^urf.  Mil  cell.  Lacon.  lib.  %  cap.  6 
Crag*  de  Rep.  Laced  lib   I.  cap.  5. 

c  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  33.    Diotift. 


tialicarn.  Antiq.  Roman,  lib.  a.  cap. 
17.  t.  i.  p.  170. 

<*  Plot.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p. 
230. 

c  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  15  et  !Q. 

f  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grxc  lib.  3.  p. 
406 ;  lib.  S-  P  i6», 

*  Id.  lib.  6.  p.  570.' 


.Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  GREECE. 


43* 


The  inhabitants  of  thefe  cities  do  not  receive  the  fame  edu- 
cation as  thofe  of  the  capital.  Their  manners  are  more  rude  b, 
and  their  courage  lefs  brilliant.  Hence  is  it  that  the  city  of 
Sparta  has  obtained  the  fame  afcendance  over  the  other  cities 
of  Laconia,  as  the  city  of  Elia  over  thofe  of  the  diftrift  of 
Elis  !,  and  that  of  Thebes  over  thofe  of  Boeotia.  This  fupe- 
riority  excites  their  jealoufy  and  hatred  k.  In  one  of  the  ex* 
peditions  of  Epaminondas  feveral  of  them  joined  their  forces 
to  thofo  of  the  Thebans  !. 

There  are  more  domeftic  (laves  at  Lacedaemon  than  in  any 
other  city  of  Greece  m.  They  ferve  their  mafters  at  table  % 
drefs  them  and  undrefs  them0,  execute  their  orders,  and 
preferve  cleanlinefs  in  the  houfe.  In  the  army  a  great  number 
are  employed  to  carry  the  baggage  p.  As  the  Lacedaemonian 
women  muft  not  labour,  they  employ  female  fervants  to  fpin 
wool  *>. 

The  Helots  haVe  received  their  name  from  the  city  of  He- 
los  '•  They  muft  not  be  confounded,  as  they  have  been  by 
fome  authors  %  with  the  (laves  properly  fo  called  ll  They 
rather  occupy  a  middle  ftate  between  flaves  and,  free1  citi- 
zens tt. 

A  particular  kind  of  drefs,  a  cap  made  of  ikin,  fevere 
treatment,  and  fentences  of  death  frequently  pronounced  a- 
gainft  them  on  the  flighted  fufpicions,  inceffantly  remind  them 
of  their  condition  *  ;  but  their  fervilefituation  is  recompensed 
by  real  advantages.  Like  the  vaflals  of  Theffaly  *,  they  farm 
the  lands  of  the  Spartans  j  and,  that  they  may  be  attached  to 
the  fervice  of  their  mailers  by  the  allurement  of  gain,  they 


h  Lit.  lib*'  34.  cap.  %J 

frHerodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  1 48.  Thu- 
cyd.  lib.  5.  «P-  31 

*  Xcnopb*  Hitt.  Gtec.  lib.  3.  p. 
494. 

1  Id.  ibid.  lib.  6  p.  607  ct  609. 

m  Thucrd.  lib.  8.  cap.  40. 

n  Crit.  ap.  Athen.  Hb.  II.  cap.  3. 
P-  463. 

0  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lab.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  633. 


P  Xenoph  Hia  Orate.  I.  6.  p.  586. 

q  Id.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  675. 

r  Hellan.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  E/A«r. 
Paufan.  lib.  3.  caj .  %o.  p.  %6i. 

s  Ifocr.  in  Archid.  t.  ii.  p.  23. 

c  Plat,  in  Alcib.  t.  ii.  p.  I  a*. ' 

"  Poll.  lib.  3.  cap.  8.  §  83. 

z  Myron,  ap. '  A  then.  lib.  14.  p. 
657. 

l^Suid.  ct  Harpocr.  in  Tltii. 
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are  only  required  to  pay  a  rent  which  has  long  been  fixed,  and    j 
is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  produce ;  and  this  rent  it  would 
be  confidered  as  difgraceful  in  any  proprietor  of  land  to  at- 
tempt to  increafe  z. 

Some  of  them  employ  themfelves  in  the  mechanical   arts 
with  fo  much  faccefs,  that  the  keys  *,  beds,  tables,  and  chairs, 
that  are  made  at  Lacedaemon,  are  every  where  in  the  greateft 
requeft  b.     The  Helots  likewife  ferve  as  failors  on  board  the 
fleet  c;  and  in  the  army  every  oplites,  or  heavy  armed  foldier, 
is  accompanied  by  one  or  more  of  them d.     At  the  battle 
of  Plataea  every  Spartan  had  feven  of  them  to  attend  him  c. 
In  times  of  imminent  danger  they  have  been  encouraged  to 
exert  themfelves  by  the  hope  of  liberty  f,  which  numerous 
bodies  of  them  have  fometimes  obtained  for  their  fervices  * . 
This  benefit  they  can  only  receive  from  theftate,  becaufe  they 
belong  more  to  that  than  the  citizens  whofe  lands  they  culti- 
vate ;  and  hence  is  it  that  the  latter  can  neither  give  them 
their  freedom,  nor  fell  them  into  foreign  countries  h-     Their 
enfranchifement  is  performed  by  a  public  ceremony,  in  which 
they  are  led  from  one  temple  to  another,  crowned  with  flowers, 
and  expofed  to  the  fight  of  the  people  '•    They  are  afterwards 
permitted  to  drefs  in  what  manner  they  pleafe  k,  and  by  new 
fervices  may  be  raifed  to  the  rank  of  citizens. 

From  the  time  they  were  firft  fubjecled,  thefe  vaflals,  im- 
patient of  their  fervitude,  had  often  endeavoured  to  break 
their  yoke  $  but  when  the  Meffenians,  after  having  been 
conquered  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  were  reduced  to  the  fame 


z  Plut.  in  Lycurp.  t.  i.  p.  54.  Id. 
Apopbth.  r.  ii.  p.  216.  Id.  Inftit.  La- 
cod.  p.  289.     Myron,  ibid. 

a  Anftoph.  in  TheXmoph.  v.  430. 
Biffct.  ibid. 

*>  P  ut.  in  Lyurg.  r.  i.  p.  45. 

c  Xcnoph.  Hilt  Gtzc.  lib.  6.  p. 
615. 

"  Thucvd.  lib.  4.  cap.  8. 
r    c  Hiroriot.   lib    9.   cap.   10  et   28. 
Piut.  in  Anit.  c.  i.  p.  325.    Id.  dc  Ma* 


lign.  Hcrodot.  t.  ii.  p.  871. 

f  Thucyd.  lib.  4  cap.  26.  Xenoph. 
Hid.  Grace,  lib.  6.'p.  6c8. 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  34.  DkxL 
Sic.  lib.  12.  p.  124. 

i».  Strab.  lib  8k  p.  363.  Pavta. 
lib.  3.  cap.  20. 

i  Thucyd  lib.  4.  cap.  80.  Pitt,  in 
Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  57. 

1  W.  lib.  y  cap.  34. 
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difgraceful  condition  lr  revolts  became  more  frequent m.  Ex- 
cepting a  fmall,  nnmber  who  remained  faithful  n9  the  reft, 
placed  as  it  were  in  ambufcade,  in  the  midft  of  the  ftate,  took 
advantage  of  its  misfortunes  to  feize  on  an  important  pod  °, 
or  to  go  over  to  the  enemy.  The  government  endeavoured 
id  retain  them  in  their  duty  by  rewards,  but  more  often  by 
the  moll  cfael  feverities.  It  is  even  faid,  that  on  a  certain 
bceafion,  two  thocfand  of  them,  who  ha*d  given  pVodfs  of  too 
much  courage,  fuddenly  disappeared,  and  that,  it  was  never 
known  in  what  manner  they  perribed  p.  Other  inftances  of 
bacfarity *«  no  le'fs  execrable*,  are  recorded,  and  have  given 
oxesfion  to  the  proverb,  that,  ''  at  Sparta,  the  free  man  is 
the  freeft  of  all  men,  and  the  flave  the  greateft  of  flaves  *." 
I  have  never  been  a  witnefs  to  thefe  feverities  ;  I  have  onfy 
feen  that  the  Spartans  sfnd  the  Helots,  full  of  mutual  diftrtUl 
observe  each  other  with  fear  ;  and  that  the  former,  to  maki 
ihemfelves  obeyed,  have  recourfe  to  feverities  which  circum* 
ftances  feem  to  render  necefiary.  For  the  Helots  ate  extreme* 
ly  difBcuk  to  govern  j  their  number,  their  courage,  and  efpe* 
ciaHy  their  riches,  render  them  daring  and  infolent » ;  and 
hence  it  is  that  intelligent  authors  are  divided  with  refped  to 
this  fpecies  of  flavery,  which  fome  condemn  and  others  ap* 
prove  *. 


1  Paufan.  lib.  4.  cap.  S.  p"»97;  «• 
*.3-  P-  335  JEliao.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6. 
cap;  r, 

Ul  Arifto'.  de  Rep.  lib-  ».  cap.  10. 
*  ■*•  P*  333-  -SLciioph  Hill.  Oiaec. 
Kb.  t.  p.  435* 

u   Hefych.  in  \^y§tn. 

0  Thuc*d.  lib.  1  cap  xox.  Ar.ft. 
de  Rep.  lib.  %  cap.  9.  t  ii.  p.  328. 
Plut.  in  Cim.  t.  i.  p.  489.     Paul  an. 


lib,  4.  cap.  14.  p.  3$+ 
p  Id.  lib  4  cap.  80. 
X2.  p.  XI?. 

57; 

q  Myron,  ap.  Athcn.  lib.  14  p  6sj. 

•  &e  note  at the  and  of  the  volume. 

r  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  1.  i.  p.  57. 

1  An  (lot.  de  Rep.  lib  %.  cap.  5   t. 
it.  p.  318. 

1  i-lat  de  Leg.  lib.  6.  t.  ii.  p.  776. 


Diod.  Sic.  lib*. 
Plut  in  Lycurg.  t  i.  p. 
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CHAP.    XLIII. 
General  Ideas  on  the  Legiflation  of  Lycurgus, 

I  had  beta  fame  dajs  at  Sparta,  where  my  appearance  ex* 
cited  no  furprife,  the  law  which  formerly  rendered  it  difficult 
for  ft  rangers  to  enter  the  country  being  no  longer  enforced 
with  the  fame  rigour.  I  was  introduced  to  the  two  princes 
then  on  the  throne ;  thefe  were  Cleomenes,  grandfon  of  the 
king  Cleombrotus  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Leufixa, 
and  Archidamus,  the  fon  of  Agefilaus.  Both  were  men  of 
wit :  the  former  loved  peace  ;  the  latter  breathed  only  war, 
and  enjoyed  great  credit  and  influence.  I  likewife  knew  that 
Antaloidas,  who,  about  thirty  years  before,  had  negotiated  sr 
treaty  between  Greece  and  Perfia.  But,  of  all  the  Spartans, 
Damonax,  at  whofe  houfe  I  lodged,  appeared  to  xne  the  moil 
communicative  and  intelligent.  He  had  travelled  in  foreign 
countries,  but  was  not  die  lefs  acquainted  with  his  own. 

One  day,  when  I  overwhelmed  him  with  queftions,  he  laid 
to  iqe,  To  judge  of  our  laws  by  our  prefent  manners,  would 
be  to  judge  of  the  beauty  of  an  edifice  by  a  heap  of  ruins. 
Let  us  then,  replied  T,  place  ourfelves  at  that  point  of  time 
when  they  flour  ifhed  in  their  full  vigour  :  do  you  think  we 
{hall  thus  be  able  to  difcover  their  true  connedkm  and  (pint? 
Do  you  iihagine  it  can  be  eafy  to  juftify  the  extraordinary 
and  whimfical  regulations  they  contain  ?  Reverence,  replied 
he,  the  work  of  a  genius,  whofe  views,  ever  new  and  pro- 
found, only  appear  extravagant  becaufe  thofe  of  other  legifla- 
tors  are  too  timid  and  bounded.  They  were  contented  te 
adapt  their  laws  to  the  chamdter  of  their  people  ;  Lycurgus, 
by  his,  gave  a  new  chara&er  to  the  nation  for  which  he 
framed  them.  They  have  departed  from  Nature  While  they 
believed  themfelves  to  approach  her,  but  he   became  more 
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tlbfely  united  to  her  the  more  he  appeared  to  wander  from 
her. 

A  found  body  and  a  free  mind  are  all  that  Nature  requires 
to.  reader  happy  man  in  folitude.  Thefe  therefore  are  the 
advantages  which,  according  to  Lycurgus,  ought  to  be  made 
the  foundation  of  our  happinefs.  You  already  conceive  why 
he  has  forbidden  us  to  marry  our  daughters  at  a  premature 
age  ;  why  they  are  not  brought  up  beneath  the  fhade  of  their 
tuftic  roofs,  but  expofed  to  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun,  in 
the  duft  of  the  gymnafium^  and  habituated  to  the  exercifes 
of  wreftlingj  running,  and  throwing  the  javelin  and  difcus  u. 
As  they  were  to  give  healthy  and  vigorous  citizens  to  the 
itate,  it  Was  neceffary  that  they  fhould  acquire  a  found  and 
ftrong  conftitution,  that  they  might  tranfmit  the  fame  to 
their  children. 

Tou  alfo  conceive  why  our  children,  at  their  birth,  under- 
go a  folemn  examination,  and  are  condemned  to  periih  if 
they  are  found  of  a  bad  conformation  of  body *.  Of  what 
ufe,  indeed,  would  they  be  to  the  ftate,  or  what  comfort 
could  they  derive  from  life,  if  they  only  dragged  on  a  pain* 
ful  and  wearifome  exiftence. 

From  our  moft  early  infancy,  an  uninterrupted  fucceffion 
of  labours  and  combats  bellows  on  our  bodies  agility,  fupple- 
nefs,  and  ftrength ;  and  a  ftrift  regimen  prevents  or  difpels 
the  maladies  to  which  we.  are  liable.  All  artificial  wants* are 
here  unknown,  and  the  laws  have  been  cateful  to  provide 
for  all  real  ones.  Thofe  objeds  of  terror,  hunger,  third, 
fain,  and  death,  are  Viewed  by  us  with  an  indifference  which 
philofophy  fecks  to  imitate  in  vain.  The  moft  rigid  feds 
have  never  been  able  to  manifeft  that  contempt  for  pain  with 
Which  it  is  treated  even' by  children  at  Sparta. 

But  thefe  men  to  whom  Lycurgus  has  wiflied  to  reftore 
die  bleffings  of  nature,  cannot,  perhaps,  be  expeded  long  ta 


u  Xcnopb.  dc  Rep.  JLaied.  p.  675  I  Id.  in  Nam.  p.  77. 
tx  6;6«    Plut.  ia  J-yajrg.  t. 1  p.  47.  I     *  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  p.  49. 
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enjoy  them ;  they  tatll  approach  and  aflbciate  with  each  otter"; 
paflions  will  take  birth,  and  the  edifice  of  their  happinefs  be 
overthrows  in  an  inftant.  Here  is  it  that  we  behold  the  tri- 
umph of  genius,  lyycurgus  knew  that  a  violent  paffion  fub- 
jugates  all  the  others.  He  therefore  will  give  us  the  love  of  oar 
country  r,  in  a)l  its  energy,  its-  plenitude,  its  tcanlpora,  nag 
even  its.  delirium.  This  love  (hall  be  Cp  ardent  and.  £b  impe- 
xjows,  that  in  it  fliall  concentre  all  the  interefts  and  all  the 
emotions  of  our  hearts.  Then  fliall  tfiere  remain  in  the  ftate 
hot  one  wiH,  and;  by  confluence  one  fpjrit ;  for,  in  fad, 
\pherever  then*  is  but  one  fentiment  there  is  but  one  idea. 

Throughout  the  reft  of  Greece  %  the  children  of  the  free 
inan  are  confided  to  the  care  of  the  man  who  is  not,,  or  de* 
Jerves  not,  to  be  free.  But  flaves.  and.  mercenaries  may  not 
afpire  to  educate  Spartans.  Our  country  herfejf.  tajees.qpeq 
her  this  important  charge*  She  leaves  us,  during.  the.ftrft 
years  of  our  infancy,  ia  the  bands  of  our  parent* ;  but  no 
faoner  does  reafon  dawn  than  fhe  loudly  afferjtst  die  rights  lhfe 
has  oyer  us.  Until  that  moment  her-  facred  name  bad  never 
been  pronounced  in  our  prefence.  without  the  ftrougeft  de~ 
xnonftrations  of  love  and  refpe& ;  and  now  her  qFO  feek  us 
and.follow  us.every  where-.  From  her  hand.we  receive  our 
nourishment  awL  clothing  $•  and  by  her  injunction  is  it  that 
the  magiftrgtes,  the  aged  men, .  and,aU  the  citizens^  are  pre* 
fent«a£  our  fports,  difopver  iftquietud*  at  our  fruits,  endea* 
vpur  to  develop  fomegetim  of  virtue. in,  ouj:,  words  or  actions, 
and  ife  fiae  teach  U3>  by  their  tender  folicitude*  that  the  ftate 
poJTefies  nothing  it  holds  fo  .precious  as.  oujrfelves;  and  that, 
now -the  children  of  our  country*  v^e  are  one  dayt  to.  become 
her  coufolatioii  and  her  gfogy, 

How  is  it  poffiWc  that:  atteptious  which ,defoend»on  us  fromi 
fach  an  elevation  fhonld  not  make  o*  our  fo*to.  gpefitund  and 
durable  impceffiena,?    Hew  is  it  poftible  notte  adored  coefti- 


T  Id*  ibid.  t.  i.  p,  5/,  I      z  Xeooptr,  de  fcp.  Laced,  p,  676. 
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tution  which,  promoting  our  iaterefts  both  by  fovereiga 
goodne£s  and  fupreme  power,  fo  early  gives  us  fuch  an  exalt*. 
ed  idea  of  ourfelves  ? 

From  this  lively  intereft  which  our  country  takes  in  us, 
and  from  this  tender  afFedion  which  we  begin  to  conceive  for 
£er,  naturally  refults,  on  her  fide,  an  extreme  feverity,  and 
on  ours  an  implicit  fubmiffion.  Lycurgus,  neverthriefs*  not 
contented  to  confine  himfeif  to  the  natOTtl  order  of  things* 
has  made  an  obligation  of  our  fentiments.  No  where  are  the 
laws  fo  imperious  or  lb  well  obferved,  or  the  magistrate*  lefe 
indulgent  or  more  relpe&ed.  This  happy  harmony,  abfo- 
lately  neceflary  to  retain  in  fubjeSion  men  educated  in  the 
contempt  of  death,  is  die  fruit  of  that  education  which  is  no 
other  than  the  apprenticeship  of  obedience,  and,  if  I  may 
venture  the  expreffion,  the  t&ftics  of  all  the  virtues*  Dur- 
ing that  we  learn ,  that  without  order  there  can  be  neither 
courage,  honour,  or  liberty  *  and  that  order  cannot  be  mainv 
tained  unlefs  we  are  matters  of  our  will.  Hence  fo  many 
lcilbns,  examples,  painful  facriices,  and  minute  obfervances, 
that  all  concur  to  procure  us  this  empire  over  ourselves* 
which  is  no  lefs  difficult  to  preferve  than  to  obtain. 

One  of  the  principal  mag  ift  rates  keeps  us  continually  *£. 
fembled  under  his  eye.  Should  he  be  obliged  to  abfent  him- 
feif for  a  moment,  any  citizen  may  fupply  his  place,  and  put 
himfeif  at  our  head a.  So.  eflential  is  it  forcibly  to  tmprefs 
our  imagination  with  a  reverence  for  authority. 

Our  duties  increafe  with  our  years,  and  the  nature  of  the 
inftruftions  we  receive  i6  proportioned  to  the  progrefs  of  our 
reafon  ;  while  the  riling  paffions  are  either  reprefled  by  the 
multiplicity  of  exercifes,  or  ably  directed  towards  objects  ufe- 
fal  to  the  ftate. 

At  the  time  when  thefe  paffions  begin  to  difplay  their  vio- 
lence, we  never  appear  in  public  but  in  filence,  with  modefty 

'^— — n — ■ — n — ■■ '  ■  ■    -         .  ,  i     '  ii 
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in  our  countenances,  our  eyes  caft  down,  and  our  hands  eon* 
cealed  in  our  mantles  h  ;  in  the  attitude,  in  fine,  and  with  the 
gravity  of  Egyptian  priefts,  and  as  if  newly  initiated  in,  and 
fet  apart  for,  the  rainiftry  of  virtue. 

The  love  of  country  muft  introduce  a  fpirit  of  union  a- 
xnong  the  citizens,  and  the  defire  of  pleafing  and  benefiting 
that  country  the  fpirit  of  emulation.  Here  this  union  will 
not  be  difturbed  by  thofe  ftorms  which  are  elfewhere  its  de- 
ft ru&  ion.  Lycurgus  has  fecured  us  from  almoft  all  the  fonr- 
ees  of  jealoufy,  becaufe  he  has  rendered  almoft  every  thing 
common  and  equal  among  the  Spartans. 

We  are  every  day  aflembled  at  public  repafts,  at  which 
decency  and  frugality  prefide.  By  this  regulation  both  want 
and  excefs,  and  the  vices  which  are  the  confequences  of  thefe, 
are  banilhed  from  the  houfes  of  individuals  c. 

I  am  permitted,  when  circumftances  require,  to  make  ufe 
of  the  (laves,  carriages,  h'orfes,  or  whatever  elfe  appertains 
to  another  citizen  d,  and  this  fpecies  of  community  of  goods 
is  fo  general,  that  it,  in  fome  meafure,  extends  to  our  wives 
and  children  c.  Hence,  if  unfruitful  bonds  unite  an  old  man 
to  a  young  woman,  the  obligation  prefcribed  to  the  former  to 
choofe  a  young  man  diftinguiflied  for  the  beauties  of  his  perfon 
and  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  to  introduce  him  to  his  bed, 
and  adopt  the  fruits  of  this  new  union f.  Hence  alfo,  if  an 
unmarried  man  wishes  to  have  an  offspring  in  whom  he  may 
furvive,  the  permiffion  granted  him  to  borrow  the  wife  of  his 
friend,  and  to  have  by  her  children,  which  the  hufband  brings 
up  with  his  own,  though  they  never  (hare  in  the  inheritance  *. 
€)n  the  other  fide,  if  my  fon  (hould  dare  to  complain  of  hav- 
ing been  infulted  by  any  perfon,  I  fhould  conclude  him  culpa- 
ble, and  (hould  chaftife  him  a  fecondtime,  for  having  rebelled 


b  Id.  ibid,  p  $79. 

c  Id.  ibid.  p.  680.  Plot,  in  Lycurg. 
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againft  that  paternal  authority  which  is  divided  among  all 
the  citizens  \ 

In  depriving  us  of  that  property  which  produces  to  many 
divifioni  among  men,  Lycurgus  was  but  the  more  attentive" 
to  favour  emulation,  which  was  become  neceffary  to  prevent 
the  difguft  which  muft  enfue  from  too  perfect  a  union,  to  fill 
up  that  void  which  the  exemptioa  from  domeftic  cares '  had 
left  in  the  mind,  to  animate  us  during  war  and  during  peace, 
at  every  moment,  and  in  every  period  of  life. 

This  defire  of  preference  and  fuperiority,  which  fo  early 
xnanifefts  itfelf  in  y#uth,  is  confidered  as  the  germ  of  a  ufeful 
rivalry.  Three  officers,  named  by  the  magistrates,  fekft 
three  hundred  young  men  diftinguiflied  by  their  merit,  form 
of  them  a  feparate  clafs,  and  declare  the  motive  of  their  choice 
to  the  public  k.  From  that  inftant,  thofe  who  have  been  ex. 
eluded  league  againft  a  promotion  which  Teems  to  redound  to 
their  diflionour.  Two  bodies  are  then  formed  in  the  ftate,  all 
the  members  of  which,  continually  employed  in  watching  each 
other,  give  information  to  the  magiftrate  of  every  fault  of 
their  adversaries,  publicly  engage  in  competitions  of  generous 
and  virtuous  actions,  and  furpafs  themfelves,  the  one  to  attain 
to  the  diftinguiflied  rank  to  which  their  rivals  have  been  raifed, 
and  the  other  to  preferve  the  honours  that  have  been  conferred 
upon  them.  It  is  from  a  fimilar  motive  that  they  are  per. 
mitted  to  attack  each  other,  and  try  their  ftrength,  almoft 
whenever  tjiey  meet.  But  thefe  contefts  never  have  fatal 
conferences  ;  for,  as  foon  as  any  figns  of  rage  appear  in  them, 
the  meaneft  citizen  may  fufpend  them  with  a  word ;  and  if, 
by  chance,  his  voice  is  not  liftened  to,  he  may  carry  the  par- 
ties before  a  tribunal  which,  in  this  inftance,  will  punifli  anger 
as  a  dif obedience  to  the  laws  *• 

The  infl ttutes  of  Lycurgus  prepare  us  for  a  kind  of  indiffer- 
ence for  thofe  goods,  the  acquifition  of  which  cofts  us  more 

h  Plut,  Inftif.  Lacon.  t.ii.  p.  *37-      1      k  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  679. 
*  Icj.  ibid.  p<  239.  I      l  Id.  ibid.  p.  68c. 
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gnxiety  than  the  pofleffion  can  procure  us  pleafure.  -  Oar 
money  is  only  of  copper,  the  fize  and  weight  of  which  wouI4 
betray  the  avaricious  man  who  fliould  endeavour  to  conceal  it 
frpip  his  fla,vcs  m.  We  confider  gold  and  filver  as  the  poifbn*. 
mod  to  be  dreaded  in  a  date.  If  an  individual  fliould  fecrete 
tfiem  in  his  hpufe,  he  could  neither  efcape  the  continual  re* 
fearches  of  the  public  officers,  nor  the  feverity  of  the  laws. 
We  are  neither  acquainted  with  arts,  commerce,  nor  aj»y  of 
the  other  means  employed  to  multiply  the  wants  and  nnb?ppi- 
nefs  of  a  people.  What  ufe,  in  fad,  could  we  make  of  riches  ? 
Other  legiflators  have  endeavoured  to  increafo  their  circula- 
tion, and  philosophers,  Jo  prevent  their  abufe.  l*jcurgus  has 
rendered  them  ufolefs  to  us.  We  have  cottages,  c}othij*gt 
ttnd  bread  -%  we  have  iron  and  hands  for  the  fervice  of  ouf 
country  and  our  friends,  and  we  have  free  and  vigoroqs. 
minds,  incapable  alike  of  fupporting  the  tyranny  of  qacn  or 
that  of  our  paeons.     Thefe  are  our  treafares. 

We  confider  the  exceflive  lov .  of  glory  as  a  weakped?,  aqd 
the  inordinate  defire  of  fame  as  a  crime.  We  h^ve  no  Jiiftq- 
xian,  no  orator,  no  panegyrift,  nor  any  of  thofe  monument* 
yrhich  only  atteft  the  vanity  of  a  people.  The  nations  we 
have  conqqered  will  tranfmit  our  vi&ories  to  pofterity.  .  W^ 
teach  our  children  to  be  as  brave  3nd  virtuous  as  their  fa- 
thers.  The  example  of  Leonidas,  inceffandy  prefect  |o>  tfhei? 
memory f  will  incite  them  to  emulation  by  day  and  flight.  ' 
You  have  only  tq  a(k  them,  and  they  will  repeat  to  yo*,  by 
so.te,  the  names  of  the  three  hundred  Spartaps  who  died  with 
tjiat  herot  at  Thermopylae0. 

We  never  can  call  by  the  naipe  of  grandeur  that  tndepesw 
dence  of  the  laws,  which  in  other  countries  the  principal  ci. 
tizens  afFed.  Licentioufnefs,  certain  of  impunity,  appears  to 
us  a  meannefs,  which  at  once  renders  contemptible  both  the 
individual  who  is  guilty  of  it,  and  the  ftate  by  which  it  is  to- 

■"■        ■  ■      ■  ■  ■  ■    ""       "  I  ■■■  >■■■■  III  |». 
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located.  We  brieve  than  we  are  the  equals  of  al)  other  niejj, 
of  whatever  country  or  rank  they  inay  be,  sot  excepting  tho 
grea*  king  of  Perfia  him&lf.  Yet  tb*  monaepf:  t&u  our  law*. 
fjpeak,  all  our  baughtinefs  bows  itfelf  down,  and  the  mpft 
powerful  of  our  citizens  haftens  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  ma*- 
giftra£*  with  34  |»uch  fubmiffion  as  the  tnwptft0.  We  &ajf 
our  laws  alone,  becaufe  Lycurgus  having  procured  th§9»  to 
be  apprpved  by  th,e  oracle  of  JQelpfyi,  we  have  received,  then* 
as  the  coqwnajids.  of  the  gods  therafelves  p  j  and  becaufc  tbaft 
wife  lawgiver  having  adapted  then}  tp  pur-  rea}  wants,  thej- 
are  the  true  foundation  of  our  happinefs., 

Frpm  tbi*  $rft  flce^ch  ypu  will  eafily  pexcqive  that  tyci^iw 
gus  ought  not  to  bf  confidered  as  a  Ample  legfflatprx  but  as  a 
profoun4  phitafpphf  r  and  aa  enlightened  reformer  ;  thftt  feis 
legitimation  is  at  pace  a  fyftem  of  morale  and  politics  ;  tha*  his 
laws  have  a  never-cea&ng  influence  on  our  manners  and  ffcftr 
tiifieoit?  ;  and  that  while  other  legiQators  have  coafiaed  thpin* 
felyes  to  the  prevention  of  evil,  he  has  cpaftr^ned  us  to  e£» 
fed  pofitiye  good*  and  to  be  virtuous  *. 

|ie  was  the  §r$  who  hstf  a  juft  kupyr^g*  p£  t&*  {Upngtl*. 
auc?  ^eafen^fs  of  man,  vfhich  he  ha$  fo  employed  and  4dftptod 
to  she  duties  and  wants  of  t-he  citizen,  that,  »«nong  u;,  the 
interefts  of  individuals  a.r«  always  infeparab^  front  tfcofe  pf 
the  republic  8t  apt  th*n  furprhed  thajt  on*,  of  (he  a*pft  in. 
tpai)derable.  ftates  of  Greece  is  become  fhe  naoft  powerful  *♦ 
Here  every  thing  is  employed  fo  as  to  produce  its  Qffip&t 
There  is  got  {he  fmal^ft  degree  of  power  w&ch  is  not  di- 
rected towards  the  general  good,  a^r  a  ffogle  &&  off  YtftUQ 
^hich  is  lofl;  tq  pur  country. 

The  fy£em  of  Lycurgus  could  not  but  produce  juft  a*4 
pacific  men  »  it  is  neverthelef*  a  melaaehely  Fefle&toa  that, 
unlets  they  could  be  tranfported  to  fome  diftant  and  inaccef* 

^  i  ■■■»■!■■■■■  ■  i      m       iii  ■  ■      »   ■■  ■     ■  p.     »  ■  ■■     ,  1 1  ,   ■     . 
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fible  ifland,  they  mud  at  length  be  enflaved  by  the  vices  or 
the  arms  of  the  neighbouring  nations.  The  legiflator  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  this  double  danger.  He  did  not  per- 
jnit  foreigners  %o  enter  Laconia,  except  on  certain  days  *,  nor 
the  inhabitants  to  go  out  of  it c  but  for  very  important  rea- 
sons. .  The  fituation  of  the  country  was  favourable  to  the 
enforcing  of  this  law.  Surrounded  by  feas  and  mountains, 
we  have  only  fome  defiles  to  guard,  to  flop  corruption  on  our 
frontiers.  The  prohibition  of  commerce  and  navigation  was 
the  confequence  of  this  regulation  u,  and  from  this  prohibi- 
tion refulted  the  ineftimable  advantage  of  having  but  a  very 
few  laws,  fince  it  has  been  remarked,  that  only  one  half  the 
number  is  neceflary  to  a  city  not  engaged  in  commerce  z. 

It  was  (till  more  difficult  to  conquer  than  to  corcupt  us. 
From  the  riling  of  the  fun  to  his  going  down,  from  our  ear- 
lieft  years  to  the  clofe  of  life,  we  are  continually  under  arms, 
continually  prepared  for  the  enemy,  even  obfcrving  a  more 
exa£t  difcipline  than  if  we  were  within  .fight  of  an  invading  ar- 
my. On  whichever  fide  you  turn  your  eyes,  you  will  lefs  ima- 
gine yourfelf  in  a  city  than  in  a  camp y ;  you  will  fee  nothing 
but  marches,  evolutions,  attacks,  and  battles  ?  you  will  only 
hear  the  (houts  of  victory  or  the  recital  of  great  a&toss. 
Thefe  formidable  preparations  are  not.  only  the  recreations  of 
our  leifure,  but  our  fecurity,  by  fpreading  far  and  wide  the 
terror  and  refpeft  which  conftantly  accompany  the  name  of 
Lacedaemonian. 

Many  of  our  laws  are  fuited  to  infpire  and  encourage  this 
military  fpirit.  While  young,  we  every  morning  take  the 
exercife  of  the  chafe  z  ;  and  afterwards,  as  often  as  the  duties 
we  have  to  fulfil  leave  us  intervals  of  leifure a.     Lycurgus 


•  Ariftoph.  in  A*.  ▼.  I  ex  4.  Schol. 
ejufd.  in  Pac.  v.  61a.  Thucyd.  lib.  I. 
cap.  144;  lib.  a.  cap.  39.  Plot,  in 
Lyeurg.  t.  i.  p.  36 ;  in  Agid.  p.  799. 
Id.  Ir.ftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  138.  Meurf. 
Mifcell.  Lacon.  lib.  %.  cap  9. 

1  Plilt.  in  Protag.  t.  i.  p  349. 


u  Plot.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  239. 

*  Plat,  dc  Rep.  lib.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  84*. 

y  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  ».  p.  666.  Plat, 
in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  54.  *  Ifocr.  in  Ar- 
ch id.  t.  ii.  p.  53. 

z  Ifocr.  Paueth.  t  ii.  p.  291. 

a  Xeooph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  tffo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•TRAVELS  IN  GREECE.  443 

has  recommended  to  us  this  exercife  as  the  image  qf  danger 
and  of  vi&ory. 

While    our  youth  are  engaged  with  ardour  in  this  fport, 
it  is  permitted  them  to  range  the  country,  and  carry  off  what- 
ever they  may  find  which  fuits  their  convenience  b.     They 
are  permitted  the  fame  in  the  city,  and  are  efteemed  to  have 
committed  no  crime,  but  to  be  deferving  of  praife,  if  they  are 
not  detected  ;    but  are  blamed  and  puniflied,  if  difcovered. 
This  law,  which  appears  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Egyptians*, 
has  brought  much  cenfure  on  Lycurgus  d.     It  feems,  in  faft, 
as  if  its  natural  confequence  muft  be  to  infpire  our  youth  with 
an  inclination  to  diforder  and  robbery ;  but  it  in  reality  only 
produces  in  them  more  addrefs  and  aftivity,  in  the  other  citi- 
zens more  vigilance,  and  in  all  a  greater  aptitude  to  forefee 
the  defigns  of  an  enemy,  to  prepare  fnares  for  him,  or  to  a- 
void  thofe  which  he  may  prepare  e. 

Before  we  conclude,  let  us  recur  to  the  principles  from 
which  we  fet  out.  A  healthy  and  vigorous  body,  and  a  mind 
free  from  anxiety  and  wants,  conftitute  the  natural  happinefs 
of  man  in  folitude  ,  and  the  union  and  emulation  of  citizens 
that  which  ought  to  be  his  objedT:  in  fociety.  If  the  laws  of 
Lycurgus  have  fulfilled  the  views  of  nature  and  fociety,  we 
enjoy  the  beft  of  conflitutions.  But  you  will  examine  it  in 
detail,  and  be  able  to  judge  whether  in  fact  it  ought  to  in- 
fpire us  with  pride. 

I  then  afked  D amor: ax  how  fuch  a  conftitution  could  fub- 
fift  ;  for,  faid  I,  fince  it  is  equally  founded  on  the  laws  and  on 
manners,  the  fame  punifhments  ougfct  to  be  inflicted  for  of- 
fences againft  the  one  as  for  crimes  againft  the  other;  and  would 
you  condemn  to  death,  like  criminals,  thofe  citizens  who  have 
forfeited  their  honour  ? 


t>  Jfocr.  Panatk.  t.  ii.  p.  191. 
c  Diod.  Sic.  lib.   I.   p.  71.     Aul. 
Ocll.  lib.  II.  cap.  18. 

d  Ifocr.  Panatl\.  t.  ii.  p.  29 1. 

e  Xcnoph,  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  677. 
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Heracl.  Pont,  de  Polit.  in  Antiquity 
Grace,  v.  vi.  p.  2813.  Plut.in  Lycurg. 
t.  i.  p.  51.    Id.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p* 
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We  condemn  them,  replied  he,  to  a  feverer  paniflaaent  ; 
we  fuffer  them  to  live,  and  render  them  raifeTahle.  1a  cor- 
rupted ftates,  the  man  who  dishonours  himfelf  is  every  where 
blamed,  and  every  where  received  f :  with  us  ignominy  foL 
lows  and  torments  him  wherever  he  goes.  We  puniisi  him 
both  in  himfelf,  and  what  is  moil  dear  to  him.  His  wife, 
condemned  to  wafte  her  days  in  tears,  is  not  allowed  to  appear 
in  public  j  and  if  he  himfelf  ventures  abroad,  he  snuft,  by  the 
negligence  of  his  drefs,  confefs  his  fiiame,  and  keep  at  a  re- 
fpe&fui  diftance  from  every  citizen  he  meets.  At  -our  games, 
he  is  banifhed  to  a  place  where  he  is  expofed  to  the  view  and 
contempt  of  the  public*  A  thousand  deaths  are  not  to  be  conu 
pared  to  this  puniCbroent. 

Another  difficulty,  faid  I,  like  wife  prefents  itfelf.  I  can* 
not  but  fear  ltft  Lycurgus,  by  thus  weakening  your  paffions, 
and  depriving  you  of  all  thofe  obje&s  of  intereft  and  ambi* 
tion  which  fet  in  motion  other  nations,  (hould  have  left  in 
your  minds  a  vaft  vacuity.  What  in  fad  can  remain  in  them  ? 
The  enthufiafm  of  valour,  replied  he  ;  the  love  of  our  coun- 
try, carried  even  to  fanaticifm  ;  the  fenfe  of  our  liberty  ;  the 
delicious  pride  which  our  virtues  infpire  ;  and  the  efteem  of  a 
people  of  citizens  fovereignly  eft  ira  able.  Can  you  imagine 
that,  under  the  influence  of  emotions  fo  lively,  our  minds  can 
fink  into  ina&ivity  and  torpor  ? 

I  know  not,  replied  I,  whether  a  whole  people  are  capable 
of  fentiments  Go  fublime,  or  whether  they  can  be  fuftained  at 
fuch  an  elevation.  He  anfwered,  When  it  is  wifhed  to  form 
the  char  after  of  a  nation,  the  beginning  (hould  be  made  by 
the  principal  citizens.  When  thefe  are  once  put  in  motiom 
and  their  efforts  direfted  toward  great  objefts,  they  draw  "after 
them  the  great  body  of  the  people,  who  are  rather  led  by  ex- 
amples than  principles.  A  foldier  who  behaves  cowardly  when 
be  follows  a  timid  general,  will  perform  prodigies  when  com- 
manded by  a  hero. 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  694. 
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But,  added  I,  by.  baniJhing  luxaryr  audi  the  arts,  have:  you 
not  deprived  yourfelvea  of  the  enjojftnents,  they  procure  ?  Wa 
flialli  always  find,  it  difficult  to  perfiiade  osrfelves  that  the  bctfK 
meane-to  afcrive  at  happinefe,  is  to  proscribe  pleofaresw  In 
fine,  tx>  judge  of  due  merit  o£  your  laws,  we  ought  toknowi 
whether,  with  all  your  virtues,  you*  are  equally  happy  with 
the  other.  Greeks.  We  believe  ourfelves  to  bo  ranctrrnero 
fo,  replied  he,  and  that  pcrfuafion  is  fufficient  to- reader  u*  fo 
inrealky.    • 

Dtomonax,  as  he  concluded,  redrafted  me  not  to  forgot,  that, 
according  to  our  agreement,  dur  cooverfationbad  only  turned* 
on  the  fpirit  of  the  laws  of  Lyeurgus,  and  on  the  manners  of 
lhe  ancient  Spartans. 


CHAP.    XLIV. 
3Jt  life  of  Lyeurgu* 

1  have  faid,  in  the  introdu&ion  to  this  work,  that  the  de- 
fcendants  of  Hercules,  formerly  expelled,  from  Peloponaefus^ 
returned  thither  eighty,  years  after  the  taking  of  Troy.  Te- 
menus,  Crefphontes,  and  Ariftodemus,  the  three  fons  of  Ari£~ 
torqachus,  brought  with  them  an  army  of  Dorians,  and  made 
themselves  mailers  of  this  part  of  Greece.  In  the  divifion  of 
the  country,  Argolis  fell  to  Temenus^  and  Meffenia  to  Gref- 
phontes  *.  The  third  brother  dying  in  the  mean  time,  Eu- 
ryfthenes  and  Procles,  his  fons,  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Laco- 
nia.  From  thefe  two  princes  fprang  the  two  families  which,. 
fioce  about  nine  centuries,  have  reigned  in  conjunction  at  La- 
cedsemon* 

This  rifing  ftate  was  often  fliaken  by  inteftine  fa&ions  or  • 
daring  enterprises.    It  was  threatened  with  fpeedy  deftru&ion^ 

■     II  ■  ......  ■  ■  ■  ,||    ,„„  .».     mm,     |,    ,- 

* 

8  Pht.  de  Leg.  Kb,  3.  t.  ii.  p.  683. 
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when  one  of  its  kings,  named  Polyde&es,  died  without  iffiie. 
Lycurgus,  his  brother,  fucceeded  him.  It  was  not  then 
known  that  the  queen  was  pregnant.  As  foon  as  Lycnigus 
was  informed  that  (he  was  fo,  be  declared,  that  if  ihe  gave  an 
heir  to  the  throne,  he  would  be  the  firft  to  acknowledge  his 
right,  and,  as  a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  only  adminiftered  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  in  quality  of  guardian  to  the 
young  prince. 

The  queen,  however,  caufed  it  to  be  signified  to  him,  that 
if  be  would  coofent  to  marry  her,  (he  would  not  hefitate  to 
deftroy  her  child.  To  prevent  the  executioo  of  fo  horrid  a 
projcd,  Lycurgus  amufed  her  with  vain  hopes  h.  She  brought 
forth  a  fpn ;  Lycurgus  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  (bowing 
him  to  the  magiftrates  of  Sparta,  "  See,"  bid  he,  "  the  king 
who  is  born  to  you." 

The  joy  which  he  tcftificd  at  an  event  that  deprived  him 
of  the  crown,  added  to  the  wifdom  with  which  he  had  ad- 
miniftered the  affairs  of  the  ftate,  procured  him  the  refpeft 
and  love  of  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens  $  but  thefe  virtues 
were  a  fubje&  of  alarm  to  fome  leading  men.  They  were 
feconded  by  the  queen,  who,  to  revenge  the  fuppofed  injury 
Ihe  had  differed,  excited  againft  him. his  relations  and  friends. 
They  alleged  that  it  was  dangerous  to  confide  the  life  of  the 
young  prince  to  the  care  of  a  man  whofe  principal  intereft  it 
was  to  fhorten  his  days.  Thefe  murmurs,  though  feeble  at 
firft,  at  length  gathered  fo  much  ftrength,  that,  to  filence 
them,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  country. 

In  Crete,  the  laws  of  the  fage  Minos  long  engaged  his  at- 
tention. He  admired  the  harmony  which  they  maintained 
in  the  ftate,  and  among  individuals.  Among  the  intelligent 
perfons  who  aflifted  him  with  their  knowledge  and  abilities, 
he  had  formed  an  intimate  connexion  with  a  poet  of  the  name 
of  Thales,  whom  he  judged  worthy  to  promote  the  great  de* 
figns  he  revolved  in  his  mind  *.    Thales,  by  his  advice,  went 

*>  Plut.  in  Ljrcurg.  t.  i.  p.  46.  »  Strab.  lit.  xo.  p.  48a. 
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fcfid  refided  at  Lacedsemon,  where  he  recited  poems  which  in- 
cited and  prepared  the  minds  of  men  to  obedience  and  con- 
txwrd. 

The  better  to  judge  of  the  ef&fts  which  are  produced  by 
different  governments  and  manners,  Lycurgus  vifited  the 
coafts  of  Afia.  He  there  only  faw  laws  and  minds  without 
vigour.  The  Cretans,  under  a  fimple  and  Ariel:  government, 
•were  happy':  the  Ionians,  who  pretended  to  be  fo,  were  the 
(laves  of  pleafure  and  licentioufneCs.  An  ineftimable  difco- 
very  recompenfed  him  for  the  difgufting  fcene  he  had  before 
his  eyes.  The  poems  of  Homer  fell  -  into  his  hands,  and  ia 
them  he  faw,  with  furprife,  the  nobleft  maxims  of  morals  and 
politics  embelli/hed  by  the  charms  of  fiction*  With  this 
work  he  therefore  refolved  to  enrich, Greece  *. 

While  he  continued  to  travel  through  diftant  lands,  every 
where  ftudying  the  genius  and  the  work  of  legifiators,  and 
gathering  the  feeds  of  1  vppinefs  which  were  fcattered  through 
different  countries,  Lacedaemon,  wearied  of  her  divifions,  fent 
to  him,  more  than  once,  deputies  who  preffed  him  to  return 
to  the  fuccour  of  the  (late.  He  alone  was  able  to  guide  the 
reins  of  government,  which  had  been,  by  turns,  in  the  hands 
of  the  kings,  and  in  thofe  of  the  multitude  *.  He  long  refu- 
ted, but  at  length  yielded  to  the  united  and  ardent  folicitatkras 
of  all  the  citizens  of  Lacedsemon. 

On  his  return  to  Sparta,  he  foon  perceived  that  the  refor-  N 
xnation  neceffary  was  not  to  repair  the  edifice  of  the  laws,  but 
to  pull  it  down  and  erect  another  entirely  new.  He  forefaw 
all  the  obftacles  to  this  defign,  but  was  not  intimidated.  He 
had  in  his  favour  the  refpeft  paid  to  his  birth  and  virtues,  his 
genius,  his  knowledge,  that  majeftic  courage  which  impels 
the  minds  of  men,  and  that  conciliatory  fpirit  which  attracts 
them m :  he  had,  in  fine,  the  approbation  of  heaven,  which, 

k  Piur.  in  Lycwrg.  t .  i.  p.  4  i  |      m  Id.  ibid. 

c  Id.  ibid.  p.  4**  ,         I 
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after  tta  example  of  other  legiflatersy  be  b4d  slway*  teea 
careful  to  fectfre.  On  confalttng  the  oracle  at  Delphi,  he  had 
received  for  anfwer,  u  Toe  gods  accept  thy  worihip,  and  un*. 
der  their  aufpices  thou  (halt  frame  the  aloft  exoeUent  of  po- 
litical odnttitotion*."  Lycurgus  afterwarda  never  negle&ed 
|e  maintain  a  correfpondenc*  with  the  pythk,  who  faocefiive* 
lj  imprcfibd  oft  his  laws  the  feal  of  divine  authority  n. 

Before  he  begirt-  his  operations,  he  fubnaitted  his  plan  to 
the  examination  of  bis  friends  and  the  moft  diftingui&ed  ci* 
tkensi  From  thefe  be  chefe  thirty,  who  werfc  to  attend  him 
completely  armed  in  the  general  aiTemblyrf  This  guard  was 
Bet  however  always  fufficient  to  prevent  tufttjfrltsv  In  sucom* 
motion  which  happened  in  confequenoe  of  a  itew  law,  the  rich 
citizens  rofe  upon  him  with  fo  much  fury,  that  he  determined 
to  take  refuge  in  a  neighbouring  temple;  but  as- he- rcfited, 
be  received  a  violent  blow,  which,  it  is  faid,  deprived  ban  of 
an  eye*  He  contented  hirafelf  with*  lbowiag  to  thofe  who 
purfued  him  his  face  covered  with  blood.  At  this  fight*  th* 
greater  part  of  them,  aihamed  of  what  they  had  done,  ao 
aompanied  him  home,  with  every  mark  of  refpe&  and  gries^ 
e&preffing  the  utmoft  deteftation  of  the  a&ion,  and  delivering 
the  perfon  who  hud  committed  it  into  his  hands,  to  difpofe  of 
him  as  he  ihouid  pleafe.  This  was  a  violent  and  impetuous 
youth.  Lycurgus,  without  loading  him  with  reproaches,  or 
uttering  the  leaft  complaint,  took  him  to  hi*  boufe  ;  and  hav- 
ing caufed  his  friends  and  domeftics-  to  retire,  dire&ed  him  to 
ferve  him,  and  drefs  his  wound.  The  young  maa  filently 
obeyed,  and  witnefling  every  moment  new  proofs  of  the  good- 
nefsy  patience,  and  great  qualities  of  Lycurgus,  changed  his 
hatred  into  love,  and  corre&ed  the  violence  of  his  own  cha- 
racter after  fo  noble  a  model  °. 

The  new  conftitution  was  at  length  approved  by  all  orders 
of  the  ftate.     All  the  parts  of  it  were  fo  well  combined,  that, 

■  Polyeo.  Strttig.  lib.  I.  cap.  x6.J  °  Pint  in  JLycorg.  t.  k  p.  45. 
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6n  the  firft  trials,  it  was  judged  jhzt  nothing  was  wanting  p. 
Yet,  notwithftanding  its  excellence,  it  was  not  allured  of  dur- 
ation. Lycurgus,  therefore,  when  the  people  were  aflembkd, 
thus  addreffed  them  :  **  It  ft  ill  remains  for  me  to  lay  before 
you  the  moft  important  article  of  my  legiflation  y  but  I  wifli 
firft  to  confult  the  oracle  of  Delphi.  Promife  me  that,  until 
my  return,  you  will  make  no  alteration  in  the  laws  already 
eftabliftied."  They  promifed  him,  "  Swear  it,"  faid  he. 
The  kings,  fenators,  and  all  the  citizens,  called  the  gods  to  be 
witneffes  to  their  words  q.  This  folemn  engagement  could 
not  but  te  irrevocable ;  for  it  was  his  refolution  never  more 
to  return  to  his  country. 

He  immediately  repaired  to  Delphi,  and  inquired  whether 
the  new  laws  were  fufficient  to  enfure  the  happinefs  of  the 
Spartans.  The  pythia  having  anfwered,  that  Sparta  would 
be  the  moft  flourishing  of  cities  fo  long  as  flie  mould  continue 
to  obferve  them,  Lycurgus  fent  that  oracle  to  Lacedaemon, 
and  condemned  himfelf  to  voluntary  banilhmentr.  He  died 
far  from  the  country  of  whofe  happinefs  he  had  befen  the 
caufc. 

-  It  has  been  faid  that  Lacedaemon  has  not  rendered  fufficient 
honours  to  his  memory  *,  no  doubt  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  (he 
fhould  ever  render  too  many.  She  has  dedicated  to  him  a 
temple,  in  which  a  facrifice  is  offered  every  year  '•  His  re- 
lations and  friends  formed  a  fociety  u  which  has  been  per- 
petuated to  our  days,  and<«vhich  meets  from  time  to  time,  to 
renew  the  memory  of  his  virtues.  One  day,  when  this  af- 
fembly  was  held  in  the  temple,  Euclidas  addreffed  the  follow- 
ing difcourfe  to  the  tutelary  genius  of  the  place. 

We  celebrate  thee  without  knowing  by  what  name  to  call 
thee.    The  pythia  doubted  if  thou  wert  not  rather  a  god  than 

p  Id.  ibid.  p.  57.  Is  Ariftot.  apud  Pluc.  ibid,  p  5 p. 

*  Id.  ibid.    Nicol.  Damafc.  in  ex-  I       c  Hcrodot.  lib.    r.   cap  66.     Pauf. 
A  cerpt.  Vakf.  p.  446.  I  lib.  3.  caj ..  16.  p.  148. 

r  Plut.  in  Lycarg.  t.  i.  p.  57.  |       u  tint,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  59. 
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9  mortal  *  ;  in  this  uncertainty  (be  named  thee  the  friend  o£ 
the  gods,  becaufe  thou  wert  the  friend  of  men. 

Thy  great  foul  would  feel  a  juft  indignation,  (hould  we  at- 
tribute to  thee  as  a  merit,  that  thou  didft  not  procure  to  thy- 
felf  the  crown  by  a  crime ;  and  little  would  it  be  flattered 
fliould  we  add,  that  thou  hadft  expofed  thy  life  and  renounced 
repofe,  to  do  good.  Thofe  facriices  that  coft  an  effort  are 
alone  to  be  praifed. 

The  greater  part  of  legiflaters  have  gone  aftray,  by  fol- 
lowing the  beaten  track.  Thou  faweft,  fh^t  to  procure  hap- 
pinefs  to  a  nation,  it  muft  be  conducted,  through  a  new  and 
nnufual  path  *.  We  praife  thee  for  having  better  known  the 
human  heart  in  the  time  of  ignorance,  than  it  has  been  under- 
stood by  philosophers  in  this  enlightened  age* 

We  thank  thee  for  having  provided  a  check  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  kings,  to  the  infolence  of  the  people,  to  the 
pretenfions  of  the  rich,  to  our  pai&ons,  and  even  to  our 
virtues. 

We  thank  thee  for  having  placed  above  us  a  fovereign 
power,  which  fees  every  thing,  can  cffed  every  thing,  and 
which  nothing  can  corrupt.  Thou  haft  placed  the  laws  upon 
the  throne,  and  our  magjftrates  at  their  feet ;  while  in  other 
ftates  a  mortal  is  on  the  throne,  and  the  laws  under  his  feet* 
The  laws  are  like  a  palm  tree,  which  nourishes  equally  with 
its  fruit  all  who  repofe  beneath  its  ihade  ;  while  the  defpot  is 
like  a  tree  planted  on  a  mountain,  and  furrounded  only  by 
vultures  and  ferpents. 

We  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  left  us  only  a  fmall  number 
of  rational  and  juft  ideas,  and  that  thou  baft  prevented  us  from 
having  more  defires  than  wants. 

We  thank  thee  for  having  prefumed  fo  well  of  us  as  to  be- 
lieve that  we  fliould  need  to  requeft  no  other  courage  of  the 


*  Hcrodot.  lib.  z.  cap.  65.    Pint.*  I     y  Xcnopb.  4e  Rep.  Laced:  p.  6&* 
iWd.  p.  4*' 
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.gods  but  that  which  may  enable  us  to  endure  injuftice,  when 
it  is  neceffa^y  z. 

When  thou  faweft  thy  laws,  refplendent  in  grandeur  and 
beauty,  aft,  if  I  may  Co  fpeak,  of  themfelves,  without  clalhing 
or  disjoining,  it  has  been  faid  that  thou  waft  tranfported  with 
a  pure  joy,  refembling  that  of  the  Supreme  Being,  when  he 
beheld  the  univerfe,  immediately  after  its  creation,  execute 
all  its  motions  in  perfeft  harmony  and  regularity  a. 

Thy  courfe  on  earth  has  only  been  marked  by  benefits : 
happy  ihall  we  be,  if,  recalling  them  incelTantly  to  memory, 
we  may  be  able  to  tranfmit  to  our  fons  the  depofit  committed 
to  our  care,  fuch  as  it  was  received  by  our  fathers. 


CHAP.    XLV. 
Of  the  Government  of  Laceebemon. 

Oivck  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  focieties,  it  has  every  where 
been  the  conftant  endeavour  of  fovereigns  to  extend  their 
prerogative,  and  that  of  their  fubje&s  to  circumfcribe  and 
contraft  it*  The  troubles  which  are  the  confluence  of  this 
ftruggle  have  been  more  felt  at  Sparta  than  in  any  other  ftate. 
On  the  one  fide  are  two  kings,  whofe  interefts  are  frequently 
diftinft,  and  who  are  always  fupported  by  a  great  number  of 
partifan*  ;  and  on  the  other,  a  warlike  and  untraftable  peo- 
ple, who,  neither  knowing  to  command  'or  obey,  have  by 
turns  precipitated  the  government  into  the  extremes  of  tyran- 
.  ny  and  democracy  b. 

Lycurgus  had  too  much  understanding  to  /abandon  the  a<J- 
miniftration  of  public  affairs  to  the  caprices  of  the  multi- 
tude c,  or  to  leave  it  entirely  to  the  will  of  the  two  princes  on 

z  Plat.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  239.     J      >>  14.  ibid.  p.  4%. 

a  Id.  in  L/cofg.  t.  i.  p.  57.  |      c  Id.  Apophth.  Lacon.  p.  afrt. 
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the  throne.  He  fought  a  mean  by  which  he  might  temper 
power  by  wifdom,  and  believed  that  he  had  found  it  in  Crete, 
where  a  fupreme  council  moderates  the  authority  of  the  ib- 
vereignd.  He  eftabliflied  one  nearly  fitnilar  at  Sparta. 
Twenty-eight  aged  men,  of  confummate  experience,  were  ap- 
pointed to  fhtre  with  the  kings  the  plenitude  of  power  c.  It 
was  regulated  that  the  great  interefts  of  the  ftate  Ihould  be 
difcufled  in  this  auguft  fenate  ;  that  the  two  kings  {hould  pre- 
fide  in  it,  and  that  every  queftion  (hould  be  decided  by  the 
plurality  of  voices  '  ;  that  the  determinations  of  this  council 
ihould  afterwards  be  laid  before  the  general  affembly  of  the 
ftate,  which  ihould  have  the  right  to  approve  or  reject  them, 
but  not  be  permitted  to  make  in  them  the  fmalleft  altera- 
tion  * . 

Whether  this  latter  clapfe  was  not  expreffed  with  fufficient 
clearnefs,  or  whether  the  difcuffion  of  the  decrees  naturally 
infpired  the  defire  of  making  alterations  in  them,  the  people 
infenfibly  affumed  to  the mf elves  the  right  of  altering  them, 
by  additions  or  retrenchments.  This  abufe  was  finally  abo- 
li(hed  by  Polydorus  and  Theopompus,  who  reigned  about  a 
hundred  and  thirty  years  after  Lycurgus  h.  Thefe  princes 
caufed  a  new  article ,  to  be  added  by  the  pythia  of  Delphi  to. 
the  oracle  which  had  regulated  the  diftribution  of  power !. 

The  fenate  had  till  then  maintained  an  equilibrium  between 
the  kings  and  the  people  k  ;  but  the  places  of  the  fenators,  as 
well -as  the  authority  of  the  kings  being  held  for  life,  it  was 
to  be  feared  that,  in  time,  thefe  might  too  clofely  unite,  and 
no  longer  find  any  oppofition  to  their  will.  A  part  of  their 
functions  therefore  were  transferred  to  five  magiftrates,  nam- 
*  cd  ephori,  or  infpe&ors,  appointed  to  defend  the  people  in 
cafe  of  oppreffion.    This  new  intermediary  body  was  inftitut- 


d  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  10. 
t.  ii.  p.  5ii. 

*  Plat,  dc  Leg.  lib.  3.  p.  69a.  Plut. 
fn  Lycnrg.  t.  i.  p.  4*. 

f  Dioptf.  Halkaro.  Antiq.  Rom. 


lib.  a.  cap.  14- 1.  i.  p.  164. 
&  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  43. 
h  Id.  ibid. 
i  Id.  ibid, 
t  Id.  ibid.    Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  AS9- 
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ed,  with  the  confent  of  the  ftate,  by  the  king  Theopom- 

pw  l  *• 

If  we  may  believe  philofopfcers,  this  prince,  by  limiting  his 

authority,  rendered  it  more  folid  and  durable  m.  If  we  judge. 
by  the  event,  we  fhall  fee  that  by  preventing  one  danger  he 
prepared  the  way  for  another,  which  fooner  or  later  could  not 
but  arife.  The  conftitution  of  Lycurgus  contained  a  happy 
mixture  of  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  and  democracy.  Theo— 
pompus  added  to  thcfe  an  oligarchy  a,  which  in  our  time  has 
become  tyrannical  °.  Let  us  now  caft  a  rapid  glance  over  ttye 
different  parts  of  this  government,  fuch  as  they  are  found  at- 
prefent,  and  not  as  they  formerly  were ;  for  they  have  almoil 
all  undergone  feveral  changes p. 

The  two  kings  muft  be  of  the  houfe  of  Hercules,  and  can* 
not  marry  a  foreign  woman q.  The  ephori  watch  over  the 
conduft  of  the  queens,  that  they  may  not  give  children  to  the 
ftate  that  are  not  the  offspring  of  that  auguft  houfe r.  If  they 
are  convifted,  or  ftrongly  fufpe&ed  of  infidelity  to  their  huf- 
bands,  their  children  are  degraded  to  the  clafs  of  private  per- 
fons  *. 

In  each  of  the  two  reigning  branches,  the  crown  defcends 
to  the  eldeft  of  the  fons,  or,  if  there  are  no  fons*  to  the  brother 
of  the  king *.  If  the  eldeft  dies  before  his  father,  it  pafles  to 
the  next  fon  j  but  if  he  leaves  a  fon,  that  fon  is  preferred  to 
his  uncles  u.  In  default  of  the  nearer  heirs  in  a  family,  diftaat 
relations  are  calif  d  to  the  throne,  and  never  perfons  of  ano- 
ther houfe  r- 


'  Ariftot.  lib.  5.  cap.  II.  t.  ii.  p. 
407.  Pine.  ibid.  Id.  ad  Princip.  in- 
erud.  t.  ii.  p.  779.  Val.  Max.  lib.  4. 
cap.  1.  id  extern.  No.  8.  Dion.  Chry- 
loft.  orat.  36.  p.  565.  Cicer.  de  Leg. 
lib.  3.  cap.  7.  t.  iii.  p.  1 64. 

•  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

m  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  p.  692.  A- 
riftot.  ibid. 

n  Archyt.  ap.  Stob.  p»  a69.  Arif- 
tot. de  Rep.  lib.  ft.  cap.  6.  p.  3»I. 

9  flat,  de  Leg.  lib.  4.  p.  71  a. 


p  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  I,ace$L.  p.  690. 

q  Plut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  800. 

r  Plat,  in  Alcib.  I.  t.  ii.  p.  lit. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  6-  cap.  63-  Paufan. 
lib,  3.  cap.  4.  p.  11  a.  Id.  ibid.  cap. &. 
p.  a*4. 

c  Id.  lib.  5.  cap.  4s.    Xenoph.  Hift. 
Grace,  lib.  3.  p.  493.  Pluu  in  Lycurg.   - 
t.  i.  p.  40.  id.  in  Agcfil.  p.  396, 

u  Plut.  in  Agid,  t.  i.  p.  796.    '       * 

1  Nep.  in  Agef.  cap.  1.  ^^ 
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All  differences  concerning  the  fucceffion  are  difcuffed  and 
terminated  in  the  general  afTembly  J.  When  a  king  has  no 
children  by  a  firft  wife,  he  muft  divorce  her  *.  Anaxandrides 
had  married  the  daughter  of  his  fitter,  whom  he  tenderly  lov- 
ed. Some  years  after,  the  ephori  cited  him  before  their  tri- 
bunal, and  faid  to  him,  It  is  our  dury  not  to  differ  the  royal 
families  to  become  eztind  j  repudiate  your  wife,  aad  make 
choice  of  another  who  may  give  us  an  heir  to  the  throne*  On 
the  refufal  of  the  king,  after  having  deliberated  on  the  matter 
with  the  fenators,  they  thus  addre&d  him  :  Follow  our  ad- 
vice, and  do  not  force  the  Spartans  to  have  recourfe  to  violent 
xneafures.  Without  diffolving  bands  which  are  too  dear  to 
your  heart,  enter  into  new  ones  which  may  be  favourable  to 
our  wifhes.  Nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
Sparta ;  neverthelefs  Anaxandrides  obeyed*  He  married  a 
fecond  wife,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon ;  but  his  affe&ious  were 
always  fixed  on  the  firft,  who  fome  time  after  brought  forth 
the  celebrated  Leonidas  a. 

The  prefumptive  heir  is  not  brought  up  with  the  other 
children  of  the  {late*.  A  fear  is  entertained  left  too  much- 
familiarity  fhould  prejudice  that  refped  they  will  one  day  owe 
to  him.  His  education,  however,  is  not  the  lefs  carefully  at* 
tended  to.  He  is  impreffed  with  a  juft  idea  of  his  dignity, 
and  one  ftill  more  juft  of  his  duties.  A  Spartanf  Once  fitiA  to 
Cleomenes,  "  A  king  ought  to  be  affable."  "  No  doobt," 
replied  that  prince,  "  provided  he  does  not  r**pofe  hitnfelf  to 
contempt c."  Another  king  of  Lacedsemon  faid  to  his  rela- 
tions, who  prefied  him  to  commit  an  aft  of  injuftice,  ••  By 
teaching  me  that  the  laws  are  more  binding  on  the  fovereiga 
than  the  other  citizens,  you  have  taught  me  to  difbbey  you 
on  this  occafion  d." 


*  Xeooph.  HHh  Grxc.  lib.  3.  p. 
493.    Id.  in  Agef.  p.  650.    Panfasi. 

lib.  3-  C*P-  *•  p.  «4- 

I  *  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  68. 

*  Id.  lib.  5.  cap,  39.    Paufca.  Ob. 
J.  cap.  3.  p.  an. 


b  plut.  in  Agef.  t 

c  Ptat.  Apophtb. 
223. 

d  Ifocr.  de  Pace,  t.  i.  p.  '431 
Apophtb.  LacoD.  t.  ft.  p.  2x61 


i.  p.  596. 
JLacoo.  t.  ii.  p. 

Flat. 
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Lycurgus  has  limited  the  authority  of  the  kings,  but  he  has 
left  them  honours,  and  prerogatives  which  they  enjoy  as  the 
heads  of  religion,  the  adminiftration,  and  the  army.  Befidcs ' 
certain  priefthoods,  which  they  exercife  themfclvcs  *,  they  re- 
gulate every  thing  which  concerns  the  public  worihip,  and 
appear  at  the  head  of  the  religious  ceremonies  f •  To  enable 
them  to  addrefs  their  vows  to  heaven,  either  as  individuals, 
or  in  behalf  of  the  republic*,  the  ftate  affigns  them,  on  the 
firft  and  feventh  day  of  every  month,  a  vidim,  with  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  wine  and  barley-meal  fc.  Both  have  a  right 
to  be  attended  by  magiftrates  or  augurs,  who  are  never  to 
leave  them,  and  who  are  called  pythians.  The  fovereign,  in 
cafes  of  oeceffi  ty,  fends  them  to  confult  the  pythta,  and  care* 
fully  preferves  the  oracles  they  bring  back l.  This  privilege 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  moil  important  in  the  poffeffion  of  roy« 
alty,  as  it  enables  thofe  who  are  inverted  with  it  to  maintain 
a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  priefts  of  Delphi,  the  au- 
thors of  thofe  oracles  which  often  decide  the  fate  of  an  em* 
pire. 

*  As  head  of  the  ftate,  he  may,  when  he  afcends  the  throne, 
annul  the  debts  which  a  citizen  has  contracted  either  with  his 
predeceffor  or  with  the  republic  k  *.  The  people  aflign  to  him 
for  himfelf,  certain  portions  of  inheritance ',  which  he  may 
difpofe  during  his  life  in  favour  pf  his  relations  m. 

The  two  kings  precide  in  the  fenate,  and  propofe  the  fub~ 
je&s  for  deliberation ".  Each  gives  his  foffrage,  or,  in  cafe 
of  abfence,  fends  it  by  a  fenator  who  is  related  to  him  °.  This 


*  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  56. 

f  Id.  ibid.  cap.  57.  Ariftot.  de 
Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  t.  ii.  p.  35*.  Dio- 
nyf.  Halicarn.  Antiq.  Romao.  lib.  ft. 
t.  i.  p.  164. 

£  Xeoopb.  Hift.   Grac.  lib.  3.  p. 

493* 

h  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  57.  Xeoopb. 
4«  Rep.  Laced,  p.  690. 

4  Id.  ibid.  Xeooph.  ibid. 


k  H.  ibid.  cap.  59. 

*  This  cuftom  fubfifU  alfo  So  Perfia 
(Herodot.  ibid.) 

l  Xeoopb.  de  Aep.  Laced,  p.  69c. 

10  Id.  io  Agefll.  p.  6*5. 

■  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  57.  Dionyf. 
Halic.  Aotiq.  Roman,  lib.  ft.  C  i.  py 

0  Id.  ibid. 
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fuffarage  is  equivalent  to  two  p.  All  caufes  brought  before 
the  general  affemblj  are  decided  by  the  majority  of  votes  *. 
When  the  two  kings  propofe  in  concert  any  projed  of  rowi- 
feft  utility  to  the  republic,  no  perfon  is  permitted  to  oppofe 
it r.  The  liberty  of  the  ftate  has  nothing  to  fear  from  fucb 
a  unanimity,  fince,  befides  the  fecret  jealoufy  which  exiftsbe- 
twen  the  two  royal  families  %  it  is  rare  that  their  heads  pof- 
fefs  the  fame  degree  of  courage  to  defend  them*  All  caufes 
relative  to  the  maintenance  of  the  highways,,  the  formalities 
of  adoption,  or  the  choice  of  the  kinfman  who  fhall  be  oblig- 
ed to  marry  an  orphan  heirefs,  are  fubmitted  to  the  derifion, 
of  the  kings  '• 

The  kings  mud  not  be  abfent  during  peace  u,  nor  both  at 
once  in  time  of  war  x  ;  except  there  be.  two  armies  in  the 
field.  They  have  by  right  the  command  of  the  army  *,  and 
Lycurgus  l>as  wiihed  them  to  appear  there  with  that  fpleu- 
dour  and  authority  which  may  enlure  them  refpeft  and  obe- 
dience. 

On  the  day  of  his  departure  for  the  army,  the  king  offers 
a  facrifiuc  to  Jupiter.  A  young  man  takes  a  flaming  brand 
from  the  altar,  and  carries  itf  at  the  bead  of  the  troops,  to 
the  frontiers  of  the  (late,  where  a  new  faccifice  is  offered1. 

The  ftate  provides  for  the  maintenance  of  the  general  and 
his  houfehold,  cenfifting,  btiidt-s  his  u'ual  guard,  of  the  two 
pythians  or  augurs  of  whom  I  have  ipoken  above,  the  pole- 
marths,  with  whom  he,  may  aihSfc  on  every  emergency,  and 
three  fubaltern  cflucrs,  who  attend  on  his  perlbn  *.  Thus 
freed  frorn. every  donieftic  care,  he  is  at  liberty  to  give  his 
whole  attention  to  the  operations  of  the  campaign.     Tbefe  it 


P  Thucyd.  lib.  I.'  cap  20.  Schol. 
ibid.  Lucian.  jn  Ham  ci .  cap.  3.  t.  i 
p.  8.55.  Mturf.  de  Rtfen.  Laton.  cap. 
3.- 

l»   PicnyC.  Halic.  ibid. 

r  Plut.  in  /*gid.  t.  i.  p.  8co. 

s  Id.  Ajrqhrh.  1  sen  .  p.  215. 
.    l  Her  ©dot.  lib,  $,  cap.  57. 


u  Pint,  in  Apef.  t  i.  p.  8c<x 

x  Hcrodot.  lib.  j.  cap.  75.  Xejtoph. 
Hid,  Gisec.  p.  562. 

Xiooph  de  Rep.  Laceti.  p.  690, 
Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  U  ii- 
F-  35*. 

*  Id  ibid.  p.  $88, 

a  Id-  ibid. 
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appertains  to  him  to  dired,  as  alfo  to  fign  traces  with  the 
enemy  b,  and  to  give  audience  to  and  anfwer  the  ambafladors 
of  foreign  powers  c.  The  two  ephori  who  accompany  him, 
have  no  other  fon&ion  than  to  prevent  any  corruption  of 
manners,  and  never  interfere  in  any  affairs,  except  fuch  aa 
he  thinks  proper  to  communicate  to  them  *. 

In  tbefe  modern  times  the  general  has  fometimes  been 
fufpeded  of  having  confpired  againft  the  liberty  of  his  coun- 
try, either  by  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  corrupted  by  bribes,  or 
milled  by  evil  counfels  e.  Thefe  crimes  have  been  punifhed, 
according  to  the  circumftances,  by  very  heavy  fines,  by  ba- 
niihment,  or  even  by  the  lofs  of  the  crown  and  of  life.  A- 
mong  the  princes  who  have  been  thus  accufed,  one  was  obliged 
to  fly,  and  take  refuge  in  a  temple  f  ;  another  afked  forgiven- 
nefs  of  the  aflembly,  who  granted  bim  a  pardon,  but  oa  con- 
dition that  for  the  future  he  fhould  conduft  himfelf  by  the 
advice  of  ten  Spartans,  who  fhould  follow  him  to  the  army, 
and  who  fltould  be  appointed  by  the  aflembly  *.  As  the  con- 
fidence between  the  fovereign  and  the  oiher  magiftrates  be- 
comes lefs  from  day  to  day,  he  will  foon  be  only  furrounded 
in  his  expeditions  by  fpies  and  informers  chofen  from  among 
his  enemies  h. 

During  peace,  the  kings  are  only  the  firft  citizens  of  a  free 
city.  As  citizens  they  appear  in  public  without  a  retinne, 
and  without  oftentation  j  as  firft  citizens  they  are  honoured 
with  the  firft  place,  ahd  every  perfon  rifes  in  their  pretence, 
except  the  ephori  fitting  in  their  tribunal  K  When  they  canu 
not  be  prefent  at  the  public  repafts,  a  meaCnre  of.  wine  and 


b  Thucyd.  lib.  5.  cap  60.  n 

c  XcDOph.  ibid.  p.  6 89. 

d  Id.  Hid  Grxc.  lib,  %.  p.  477  ct 
478.     Id.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  6SS. 

c  Hcrodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  Si.  Thucyd. 
lib.  x.  cap,  132.  Paufao.  lib.  3.  cap. 
7.  p.  aai 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap*  %i\  Kb.  5. 


cap.  16    Paufau.  lib.  3.  cap.  7.  p.  2%X. 

8  Id.  lib.  5.  cap.  63.    Diod*Sic  lib. 
i  a.  p.  i»6. 

*»  Ariftot.  de  Rep!  lib.  a.  cap.  9.  t. 

».  P-33L 

j  Xcnoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  600* 
Heracl.  Pout,  in  Aotiq.  Graec.  t.  vi.  p 
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iheal k  it  fent  them  ;  bat  they  do  not  receive  theft  when  they 
*re  abfent  without  neceffity  '. 

In  thefe  repafts,  as  well  as  in  ttiofe  whteh  they  are  allow* 
ed  to  take  at  the  houfes  of  private  perfoost  they  receive  a 
double  portion,  which  they  Jhare  with  their  friends  ■•  Thefe 
minute  circumftances  are  By  ho  means  indifferent.  DUHnc~ 
fions  are  every  where  only  figns  of  convention,  fnited  to 
times  and  places.  Thofe  that  are  granted  to  the  kings  of 
Lacedcemon  prbcure  them  no  lefs  reQ>eA  from  the  people  than 
if  they  were  attended  by  the  numerous  army  which  com- 
pofes  the  guard  of  the  king  of  Perfia. 

1  Royalty  has  always  fnbfiQed  at  Lacedfemon,  xft,  becanfie 
being  divided  between  two  families,  the  ambition  of  the  one 
h  foon  repreffed  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  other,  as  well  as  by 
the  watchful  cares  of  the  magiftrates :  idly,  becanfe  the  kings 
having  never  attempted  to  extend  their  prerogative,  have 
never  given  any  umbrage  to  the  people  "«  This  moderation 
has  fecured  to  them  the  love  of  their  fobje&s,  during  their 
lives  °t  and  their  regret  after  their  death.  As  foon  as  one  of 
the  kings  has  breathed  his  laft,  women  run  through  the 
ftreets,  and  make  known  the  public  misfortune  by  ftriking 
on  veffels  of  brafs  p.  The  forum  is  covered  with  draw*  and- 
nothing  is  allowed  to  be  fold  there  during  three  days  q.  Men 
on  horfeback  are  fent  out  to  carry  the  news  into  the  country, 
and  to  give  notice  to  thofe  freemen  or  flaves  who  are  to  at- 
tend the  funeral,  and  who  throng  to  it  by  thoufands*  They 
cut  and  mangle  their  faces,  and  repeatedly  exclaim,  amid 
their  long  lamentations,  that,  "  among  all  the  princes  that 
ever  lived,  a  better  never  exifted  V  Yet  do  thefe  wretches 
regard,  as  a  tyrant,  him  whofe  death  they  are  thus  obliged 


k  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  57. 

1  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  46. 

m  Herodot.  ibid.    Xcnoph.  in  Agef. 
p.  66$- 
•    n  Xenoph.  in  Agef.  p.  65 1. 

0  Ifocr.  Orat.  ad  Philip.  1. L  p.  969. 
Id.  de  Pace,  p.  431, 


p  Herodot.  fib.  6.  cap.  58.  SchoT. 
Thcocr.  in  Idyl.  a.  *.  36. 

q  Heracl.  Pont,  in  Andq.  Gnec.  t. 
vi.  p.  4813. 

r  Herodot.  ibid.  JEIiaH.  Var.  Htft. 
lib.  6.  cap.  1.  Paufao.  lib.  4.  cap  14^ 
p.  313* 
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ta  lame£.  The  Spartans  are  not  ignorant  6(  this,  but  im- 
pelled by  a  law  of  Lycurgus '  to  refrain*  on  thi*  occafton  frdril 
tears  and  lamentations,  tbey  have  been  defifoiis  that  the  feign- 
ed  grief  of  their  .flaves  atod  fabjefts  might,  'in  forae  mea&re/ 
exprefs  the  rear  farrow  which  they  thtmfeives  fed. 

When  the  king  dks  on  a  military  expedition,  his  effigy  i* 
expofed  on  a  bed  of  ftate,  and^  daring  ten*  days,  it  is  not  per* 
mitted  either  to  convene  the  general  affembly,  or  to  open  the 
tribunals  of  Juftice  *.  When  the  body,  whieh  care  is  taken 
to  preferve  in  hooey  or  wax u,  arrives,  it  is  bntied  in  the 
quarter  of  the  city  in  which  ire  the  Cortita  of  the  kings  *. 

The  fenate,  confiding  of  th*e  two  kmgs  and  the  twenty- 
eight  gerontes,  or  aged  men7,  is  the  fn^reme  council*,  in 
which,  are  difcufied,  in  the  firft  inftance,  all  queftions  relative 
to  declaring  war,  concluding  peace,  entering  into  alliances, 
and  other  high  and  important  affairs  of  ftate. 

To  obtain  a  place  in  this  aoguft  aflembly,  fc  to  afcend  the 
throne  of  honour.  Thi*  dignity  is  ne*er  granted  but  to  the 
pitizen  who,  from  his  earlieft  youth,  has  been  diftinguifhexf 
for  confummate  prudence  and  efnirient  virtues  •.  He  cannot 
arrive  at  it  until  he  is  of  the  age  of  fixty  years  b,  and  he  re« 
tains  it  to  his  death  c.  No  fear  is  entertained  of  any  decay 
of  his  rational  faculties,  fince,  from  the  regular  kind  of  life 
led  at  Sparta,  both  the  mind  and  body  are  there  lefs  enfeebled 
by  age  than  in  other  countries. 

When  a  fenator  dies,  feveral  candidates  offer  themfelves  to 
fucceed  him,  and  they  mnft  openly  declare  their  wifh  to  ob- 
tain this  honour.    Lycurgtts  then  intended  to  favour  and  pro* 

mote  ambition*  ?  Yes,  that  ambition  which,  as  a  reward  for 

1 


*  Plat.  Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  138. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  58. 

u  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grxc  lib.  5.  p. 
564.    Plat,  in  Agef.  t.  i.  p.  618. 

z  Paaikn.lib.  3.op.i».  p.»37.  Id. 
ibid.  cap.  14?  p.  140.         4 

y  Crag,  de  Rep.  Laced,  lib.  %.  c.  3. 

z  Paman,  lib.  3*  cap.  II.  p.  »3i, 

4 


*  Demofth.  in  Leptm.  p.  556  Ul- 
pian.  ibid.  p.  589.  JESchin.  in  Tina* 
p.  s88. 

*>  Pint,  in  Lrcnrg.  t.  i.  p.  55. 

c  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  9,  t. 
ii.  p.  330.     Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  489. 

a  Id.  ibid.  p.  331. 
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Cervices  rendered  to  the  country,  ardently  folicits  to  J*  per- 
mitted to  render  it  (till  more. 

The  ele&ion  ukes  place  in  the  forum  %  in  which  the  peo- 
ple are  affembled,  with  the  kings,  fenators,  and  the  different 
claffes  of  magistrates.  Each  candidate  appears  in  the  order 
aifigned  by  lot f.  He  walks  through  the  forum,  with  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  and  in  profound  filence.  As  he 
pafles,  be  is  honoured  with  (hoots  of  approbation,  more  or 
lefs  numerous,  and  more  or  lefs  frequent.  Thefe  ihouts  are 
heard  by  perfons  concealed  in  a  neighbouring  houfe,  from 
which  they  can  fee  nothing,  and  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  ob- 
fcrve  the  difference  of  the  fuoceffive  plaudits,  and  afterwards 
to  declare  that,  at  fuch  a  time,  the  wifh  of  the  public  was 
manifefied  by  the  moil  lively  and  continued  marks  of  appro* 
bation. 

After  this  combat,  in  which  virtue  only  yields  to  virtue, 
begins  a  kind  of  triumphal  proceffion.  The  vi&or  is  con- 
ducted through  all  the  quarters  of  the  city,  with  his  head 
bound  with  a  garland,  and  followed  by  a  number  of  boys  and. 
maidens,  who  celebrate  his  virtues  and  his  vi&ory.  He  re- 
pairs to  the  temples,  where  he  offers  incenfe,  and  to  the  honfes 
of  his  relations,  where  cakes  and  flowers  are  fpread  on  a 
table.  "  Take*"  fay  they,  "  thefe  prefects,  with  which  the 
ftate  honours  you,  by  our  handsJ'  In  the  evening  all  the 
women  who  are  related  to  him  aflemble  at  the  door  of  the 
hall  in  which  he  takes  his  repaft.  He  caufes  her  whom  he 
mod  efleems  to  approach,  and  prefenting  to  her  one  of  the 
two  portions  which  have  been  ferved  up  to  him :  "  On  you," 
lays  he,  "  I  beftow  the  honourable  reward  1  have  juft  re- 
ceived."  All  the  other  women  applaud  his  choice,  and  con- 
dud  home. her  whom  he  has  thus  diftingutfhed  with  the  moil 
flattering  marks  of  refpeft*. 


e  Id.  ibid.  lib.  4.  cip.  9.  p.  374.  I      *  Id,  ibid.  p.  j6. 

f  Piut.  ih  I^curf .  t.  i.  p.  $5.  I 
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'  From  that  moment  the  new  fenator  is  obliged  to  dedicate  • 
the  reft  of  his  days  to  the  funQions  of  his  .office.  Of  thcfe 
fome  refpeft  the  ftate,  and  have  been  pointed  oat  above ; 
others  concern  certain  particular  cafes,  the  judgment  of  which 
is  referred- to  the  fenate.  On  this  tribunal  depend  not  only 
the  lives  of  the  citizens  but  alfo  their  fortune  k ;  I  mean 
their  honour;  for  the  true  Spartan  knows  no  other  poffef- 
fion. 

Several  days  are  employed  iri  the  inveftigation  of  -Crimea 
which  are  punifhed  with  tleath,  becaufe  an  error  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  cannot  be  repaired.  The  accufed  is  never  condemned 
on  fimple  prefumptions ;  but  though  acquitted,  he  is  again 
profecuted  with  rigour,  if  new  proofs  are  afterwards  obtain* 
ed  againft  him  K 

The  fenate  has  the  right  of  inflicting  a  kind  of  ftigma  which 
deprives  the  citizen  of  a  part  of  his  privileges,  and  hence,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  fenator,  the  refpeft  claimed  by  the  vir- 
tuous man  is  mingled  with  the  falutary  fear-infpired  by  the 
.  judge  k. 

When  a  king  is  accufed  of  having  violated  the  laws,  or 
betrayed  the  interefts  of  the  ftate,  the  tribunal  which  muft 
acquit  or  condemn  him  is  compofed  of  the  twenty-eight  fena- 
tors,  the  five  ephori,  and  the  king  of  the  other  family !.  He 
may,  however,  appeal  from  them  to  the  general  aflembly  of 
the  people  m. 

The  ephori,  or  infpe&ors,  fo  named  becaufe  they  extend 
their  care  over  every  part  of  the  adminiftration  B,  are  five  in 
number  °,  and  changed  every  year,  to  prevent  their  abufing 
their,  authority  p.  Tbey  enter  on  their  office  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  which  is  fixed  at  the  new  moon  that  follows  the 


b  Id.  ibid.  p.  55. 

I  Thucyd.  lib.  X.  cap.  13a.  Plat. 
Apophth.  Lacon.  p.  217. 

*  jEfchin.  in  Timarch.  p.  *88. 

1  Paulan.  lib.  3.  cap.  5.  p.  115. 

m  Plot.  ia.Agid.  1. 11.  p.  804.  Crag, 
de  I^p.  Laced,  lib.  4.  cap.  8. 


n  Suid.  in  "£f  *f.      Schol.  Tbocyd. 
lib.  x .  cap.  86. 

■  °  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  xo. 
t.  ii.  p.  334.  Paafan.  lib.  3.  cap.  11. 
p.  %$x. 

P  Thncyd.  lib.  5.  cap.  36.    Pist. 
in  Age£  t.  i.  p.  ,597.- 
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autumnal  equino*  *•  The  Srft  of  tjie qk  givea  his  name  to 
Jtbfkt  year r,  and  thus,  to  affign  the  dat?  of  any  event,  it  fat 
fices  tp  fay,  .that  it  happened  upder  fuch  an  epborus. 

The  people  ppflefs  the  right  of  electing  theie  nagiftrates 
£0*1  among  the  citj&ena  of  every  rank  %  .wboga,  as  Coon  as 
they  are  inverted  witft  their  dignity,  they  qonfider  as  their  de- 
-fenders,  and  the refore  bay*  never  failed,  o*  every  oocafion, 
to  enlarge  their  prerogatives. 

I  have  ftkeady  intimated  that  the  office  of  the  ephori  did 
not  enter  into  the  plan  of  jthe  conftijutiqp  pi  Lycurgus  j  it 
only  appears  that,  about  a  century  and  a  half,  after  bi*  time, 
the  kings  of  Lacedaemon  diveded  themfclves  of  fcveral  pre- 
rogatives in  its  favour,  and  that  its  power  vas  afterwards  in. 
created  by  a  chief  of  this  tribunal  named  AJieropus  *.  Sac 
ceffively  enriched  by  the  fpoils  of  the  ienate  and  of  royalty, 
it  now  unites  in  itfelf  the  mofl  eminent  privileges ;  fuch,  as 
the  admipiftration  of  juiLice,  the  maintenance  of  manners  and 
the  laws,  the  infpe&ion  of  the  other  magistrates,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  the  decrees  of  the  general  aflembiy. 

The  tribunal  of  the  ephori  is  held  in  the  forum  u.  Thofe 
magiftrates  repair  thither  every  day  to  pronounce  judgment 
on  certain  accusations,  and  to  terminate  the  differences  of  in* 
dividual*  *•  This  important  fund  ion  was  formerly  ezerciled 
only  by  the  kings  ?  ;9  hut  during  the  firft  yrar  of  Meflenia, 
when  they  were  frequently  obliged  to  be  ab(entf  they  de- 
legated it  to  the  ephori  ?.  They  have,  however,  always 
preferred  their  right  to  be  prefent,  apd  to  give  their  fuf~ 
frages  *• 

As  the  Lacedaemonians  have  only  a  fmall  number  of  laws, 
and  vices  before  unknown  are  every  day  making  their  ap- 


«  Dodwel.  de  Cyd.  Differt.  S. 
5.  p.  320.  Id.  in  AnnaL.  Thucyd. 
X6«. 

r  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  XI.  p.  13s. 

*  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  ; 
t.  ii.  p.  330;  Kb.  4.  cap-9-  P-  374- 

c  PJut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  fco8. 


u  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  XX.  p.  *3*» 
z  Pint.  ibid.  t.  i    p.  807.    Id.  A- 
pophth.  Lacon.  t,  iL  p.  aai. 
*  Paofan.  lib.  3.  cap,  3.  p.  %f. 
»  Plut.  ibid.  p.  *p8. 
a  tietodot.  lib.  6*  cap.  63. 
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pearance  among  them,  the  judges  arc  frequently  .obHged  to 
determine  according  to  the  di&atea  of  tbek  own  underftand- 
ing ;  and  as,  in  our  times,  feveral  perfons  of  no  great  kneor* 
ledge  and  abilities  hare  been  advanced  to  this  dignity,  there 
is  frequently  reafon  to  doubt  pf  the  equity  of  their  deci* 
lions  b. 

The  ephori  take  an  extreme  care  of  the  education  of  youth. 
They  every  aay  examine  personally  whether  the  children  <of 
the  ftate  are  not  brought  up  with  too  much  delicacy  c.  They 
choofe  for  them  leaders  who  may  excite  their  emulation  *, 
and  appear  at  their  bead  in  a  military  and  religious  feftival 
which  is  celebrated  in  honour  of  Minerva c. 

Other  magiftrates  watch  oyer  the  conduft  of  the  women  f. 
The  authority  of  the  ephori  extends  to  all  the  citizens.  What- 
ever may,  in  the  remoteft  manner,  be  prejudicial  to  public 
order  or  received  uiages  is  fubjed  to  their  cenfure.  They 
have  often  been  known  to  profceute  perfons  who  have  ne- 
glected their  duties',  or  tamely  fuffeced  themfelves  to  be  in- 
fulted  h  $  they  reproached  the  former  with  having  forgotten 
the  refpe&  due  to  the  laws,  and  the  latter  with  having  disre- 
garded that  which  they  owed  to  themfelves. 

More  than  once  they  have  puni&ed  the  abufe  which  fo- 
reigners, whom  they  have  admitted  to  their  games,  have 
made  of  their  talents.  An  orator  once  offered  to  difcourfe  a 
whole  day  on  any  fubje&  that  fliould  be  aifigned  him.  For 
this  they  baniihed  him  from  the  city  '•  Archilochus  under- 
went  the  fame  puntfhment  for  having  admitted  into  his  writ- 
ings a  maxim  that  encouraged  cowardice  ;  and  almoft  in  our 
own  time,  the  mufician  Timothcus,  having  delighted  the 
Spartans  with  the  harmony  of  his  airs,  one  of  the  ephori 
came  to  him  holding  a  knife  in  his  hand,  and  thus  addrefled 


*>  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  9.  p. 
330. 

c  Agataarchv  ap.  Athen.  lib.  xa. 
h  550. 

d  Xcnopa.  de  Rep.  Lac.  p.  »79« 


c  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  303. 
S  Hefyoh.  in  lA€pif. 

*  Schol.  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  84. 

*  P!ut.  Inftit.  Lacoa.  t.  ii.  p.  13*. 
i  Id.  ibid. 
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him :  "  We  have  condemned  you  to  have  fear  firings  cut 
from  your  lyre,  tell  me  from  which  fide  you  would  choofe  to 
have  them  taken  k." 

We  may  judge  by  thefe  examples  of  the  feverity  with 
which  this  tribunal  formerly  puniihecL  thofe  faults  which  im- 
mediately attacked  the  laws  and  manners.  Even  at  this  day, 
when  corruption  is  beginning  to  become  general,  it  is  no  Iefs 
formidable,  though  lefe  refpeded ;  and  thofe  individuals  who 
have  loft  their  ancient  principles,  negleft  nothing  that  may 
conceal  them  from  the  eye  of  thefe  cenfors,  who  are  the  more 
fevere  to  others  as  they  are  fometimes  more  indulgent  to  them- 
felves  !. 

To  compel  the  greater  part  of  the  magiftrates  to  give  aji 
account  .of  their  adxniniftration  a,  to  fufpend  from  their  func* 
tions  thofe  among  them  who  have  tranfgrefled  the  laws,  to 
throw  them  into  prifon,  to  accufe  them  before  a  fuperior  tri- 
bunal, and  to  profecute  tbem  to  capital  convi&ion,  are  the 
exclufive  privileges  of  the  ephori n.  They  exercife  them  in 
part  againft  the  kings,  whom  they  keep  in  dependence  on 
themfelves,  by  an  extraordinary  and  whimfical  cuftom.  Every 
nine  years,  they  choofe  a  night  in  which  the  weather  is  calm 
and  ferene,  and  feating  themfelves  in  an  open  plain,  obferve 
the  motion  of  the  ftars.  If  any  fiery  exhalation  (hould  ihoot 
through  the  air,  it  is  a  Aar  that  has  changed  its  place,  and 
indicates  that  the  kings  have  offended  the  gods*  A  public 
profecution  is  commenced  againft  them,  they  are  depofed,  and 
cannot  be  reftored  to  their  authority  till  they  are  abiblved 
from  their  fuppofed  crimes  by  the  oracle  of  Delphi  °. 

The  fovereign  when  ftrongly  fufpe&ed  of  a  crime  againft 

"  the  ftatc,  may  indeed  ref  ufe  to  appear  before  the  ephori  at  the 

two  firft  fummonfes,  but  he  muft  obey  the  third p.    They 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  238.  I      n  Xenoph.  <k  Rep.  Laced,  p.  6*1. 
1  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  2.  cap.  9.  t.  ]      °  Plut,  in  Agid.  c.  i.  p.  800. 

fi-  P.  3  jo.  I      Md.  in  Agef.  t.  L  p.  809. 

*  U.  ibid.  I 
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nfay  befides  fecnre  his  pcrfon  %  and  bring  him  to  trial;  When 
his  offence  is  lefs  ferious,  they  may  themfelves  inflid  the  pu- 
faifhmerit.  The  laft  infUnce  of  this  kind  was,  when  the/ 
condemned  king  Agefilaus  to  pay  a  fine  becaufe  he  had  fent  ft 
prefent  to  every  fenator  at  his  entrance  into  office '. 

The  executive  power  is  entirely  in  their  hands.  The/ 
convene  the  general  aflembly  \  and  colled  its  fuffrages  '. 
We  may  judge  of  the  power  with  which  they  are  inrcfted  by 
comparing  the  decrees  which  originate  m  this  aflembly  with 
the  fentences  they  pronounce  in  their  own  tribunal.  In  the 
latter  the  judgment  is  preceded  by  this  form  of  exprefCen : 
/*  It  has  fceroed  good  to  the  kings  and  to  the  ephori  •  ;"  and 
in  the  former  by  this  1  u  It  has  feemed  good  to  the  ephor1 
and  the  aflembly  *.* 

To  them  the  ambafladoff  of  nations  at  war  or  in  alliance 
with  the  ftate  addrefs  themfelves '  :  they  are  charged  with 
the  care  of  levying  troops  and  feuding  them  to  the  place  of 
their  destination  *  \  they  expedite  orders  to  the  general  of  the 
army,  which  he  is  to  follow  *  j  they  appoint  trto  of  their 
number  to  accompany  him  and  watch  over  his  condud  \ 
fometimes  interrupt  hid  progrefs  in  the  middle  of  his  con* 
quefts,-  and  fecal  him,  according  as  their  perianal  intereft  or 
that  of  the  tfate  Teems  to  require  c; 

So  many  prerogatives  obtain  them  a  refpeft,  which  they 
juftify  by  the  honours  they  have  decreed  to  illuftrious  ac- 
tions di  by  their  attachment  to  ancient  maxims  %  and  by  the 


*  Thocyd.  lib.  1.  cap.  iji«    #cp. 
in  Panfari.  cap.  3. 

r  plut.  dc  Frat.  Amor.  t.  ii.  p.  48s. 
s  Xcncph.  tlift.  Grace,  lib.  ft.  p.  4*». 
c  Thucyd-  lib.  f.  cap.  87. 
u  Bocth.  de  Muf.  lib.  I.  cap.   I. 
ft*.  Bulhald.  m  Thedn.  8nijrn.  p. 

*  Jtenoph.  Hift.    Or*c.  lib.  3.  p. 
y  Id.  ibid,   lib*  ft.  f.  459  Ct  rf* 


«*  Pint,  in  Aget  L  i.  p.  615.  . 
*  Xcnoph.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  *f>- 

PU.IL  Of 


Plot,  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  8ot. 

*  Xenoph.  Hill.  Grate,  lib.  3.  p. 
503;  lib.  5.  p.  556,  566,  j68,  fl4t 
&c    Pine.  Apophth.Lacoo.  p.  %l$* 

a  Id.  ibid.  lib.  3.  p.  47* 

b  Id.  ibid.  lib.  ft.  p.  478. 

c  Thncyd.  lib.  ,*.  cap.  t$l.  Xe- 
noph. in  Agef.  p.  657.  Plut.  Apophtb* 
Lacon.  p.  an. 
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firmnefs  with  which,  in  our  times,  they  have  defeated  the 
plots  that  threatened  the  public  tranquillity  '• 

They  have,  during  a  long  feries  of  years,  combated  againft 
the  authority  of  the  fenators  and  kings,  and  never  ceafed  to 
be  their  enemies  till  they  became  their  protectors-  Tbefe 
attempts  and  innovations  would,  in  other  countries,  have  oc- 
cafioned  torrents  of  blood  to  be  poured  forth*  By  what 
chance  is  it  that  in  Sparta  they  have  only  produced  fome 
flight  fermentations  ?  Becaufe  the  ephori  promifed  the  people 
liberty,  while  their  rivals,  no  lefs  poof  than  the  people,  were 
unable  to  promife  them  riches ;  becaufe  the  fpirit  of  union, 
introduced  by  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  has  fo  prevailed  over 
all  private  confiderations,  that  the  ancient  magistrates,  emu* 
lous  of  giving  great  examples  of  obedience,  have  always 
thought  it  their  duty  to  facrifice  their  privileges  to  the  claims 
of  the  ephori  *•  » 

By  a  confequence  of  this  fpirit,  the  people  have  not  ceafed 
to  refpeft  thofe  kings  and  fenators  whom  they  have  deprived 
of  their  power.  An  auguft  ceremony,  which  is  repeated 
monthly,  continually  reminds  them  of  their  duty.  The  kings, 
in  their  own  name,  and  the  ephori,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple, engage,  by  a  folemn  oath,  the  former  to  govern  accord* 
ing  to  the  laws,  and  the  latter  to  defend  the  royal  authority 
fb  long  as  it  fliall  not  violate  the  laws  h. 

The  Spartans  have  intercfb  .which  are  peculiar  to  them- 
felves ;  they  have  alfo  others  which  are  common  to  them 
with  the  deputies  of  the  different  cities  of  Laconia.  Hence 
there  are  two  kinds  of  affemblies,  at  which  are  always  prefeot 
the  kings,  the  fenate,  and  the  different  claffes  of  the  magi- 
Urates.  When  the  fucceffion  to  the  throne  is  to  be  regulated, 
•when  magistrates  are  to  be  chofen  or  depofed,  when  featence 
'is  to  be  pronounced  on  public  crimes,  or  the  great  obje&s  of 

f  Id.  ibid.  p.  494.  I      *  Id  ibid.  p.  600, 

*  Id.  Uc  Hep.  Lacod.  p.  68>  f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CREICE.  4^7 

v 

religion  or  legislator*  to  be  decided  on,  the  alterably  is  only 
compofcd  of  Spartans,  and  is  called  the  lcffer  aflembly  '. 

The  ordinary  aflembly  of  this  kind  is  held  every  month,  at 
the  full  of  the  moon  *  ;  the  extraordinary  when  ever  circnm- 
fiances  require.  Its  deliberations  muft  be  preceded  by  a  de- 
cree of  the  fenate ',  except  the  equal  diviOon  of  voices  has 
prevented  that  body  from  coming  to  any  conclufion,  in  which 
cafe  the  ephori  lay  the  qneftion  before  the  aflembly  a. 

Every  one  prefent  has  a  right  to  give  his  opinion,  provid- 
ed he  has  pafled  his  thirtieth  year,  for,  before  that  age,  no 
one  is  permitted  to  fpeak  in  public  n.  His  manners  alfo  muft 
be  irreproachable.  The  cafe,  of  an  orator  who  had  capti- 
vated the  people  with  his  eloquence  is  fiill  remembered*  Hit 
advice  was  excellent ;  but,  as  it  proceeded  from  an  impure 
mouth,  a  fenator  arofe,  and,  after  loudly  expreffing  his  in- 
dignation againft  the  eafy  compliance  of  the  aflembly,  caufed 
the  fame  meafures  to  be  propofed  by  a  virtuous  man.  Let 
it  not  be  faid,  added  he,  that  the  Lacedaemonians  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  guided  by  the  cqunfel  of  an  infamous  ora- 
tor0. 

The  general  aflembly  is  convoked  whenever  the  queflion 
relates  to  making  war  or  peace,  or  contracting  alliances.  The 
deputies  of  the  cities  of  Laconia  are  then  admitted  to  it  *  ; 
as  are  alio,  frequently,  thofe  of  the  allied  dates  %  and  of  the 
nations  who  come  to  implore  the  fuccour  of  Lacedaemon** 
In  it  are  difcuffed  their  claims  and  mutual  complaints,  the 
infractions  of  the  treaties  committed  by  the  other  ftates,  the 
modes  of  reconciliation,  the  projects  of  the  future  campaign, 
and  the  contributions  to  be  furnimed.     The  kings  and  fena- 


*  Id.  Hift.  Grace,  lib.  3.  p.  494. 

k  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  67.  Sdwl 
ibid. 

1  Phit.  in  Lycurg.  1. 1.  p.  40.  Id 
»  Agid.  p.  798  ct  8«a 

01  Plat,  in  Agid.  t.  ii.  p.  799. 

Q  Argam.  in  Etclnn.  24  Libia,  t. 


i.  p.  SS** 

0  ..  fcbin.   in    Timarcb,   p.   aSft, 
Plot,  de  Andit  t.  ii.  p.  41. 

y  Xraoph.  Hift.  Qvac.  1.  6.  p.  179* 

*  Id.  ibid.  lib.  j.  p.  J54,  fs •»  SS*9 
59°- 

*  Id.  ibid.  p.  $34 »  W*  *  P»  $7* 
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ton  frequently  fpeak,  and  their  authority  is  of  great  weight  > 
but  that  of  the  ephori  is  of  (till  greater.  When  the  queftioo 
has  been  fufficiently  debated,  one  of  the  ephori  aiks  the  opi- 
nion of  the  aflembly.  Immediately  a  thonfand  voices  loudly 
exclaim  either  for  the  affirmative  or  the  negative.  When, 
after  repeated  trials,  it  is  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  which  has 
the  majority,  the  (ame  magiftrate  afcertains  it  by  numbering 
the  two  parties,  which  he  caufes  to  divide,  one  on  the  one 
fide,  and  the  other  on  the  other •. 


CHAP.    XLVI. 
Of  tbi  Laws  of  Laceiamcn. 

Nature  is  almoft  always  in  oppofition  to  the  laws c,  becaufe 
ihe  labours  only  for  the  happinefs  of  the  individual,  without 
regard  to  the  other  individuals  who  furround  him ;  while  the 
laws  only  direft  their  attention  to  the  relations  by  which  he 
is  united  to  them ;  and  becaufe  ihe  infinitely  diverfifies  o^r 
chara&ers  and  inclinations,  while  it  is  the  objed  of  the  laws 
to  bring  them  back  to  unity.  The  legifiator,  therefore,  whole 
aim  it  is  to  annihilate,  or  at  leaft  to  reconcile  thefc  contra- 
rieties, muft  confider  morals  as  the  mod  powerful  fpring,  and 
150ft  effential  part,  of  his  political  iriftitutions.  He  mufi 
take  the  work  of  Nature  almoft  at  the  firft  moment  (he  has 
produced  it,  retouch  its  form  and  proportions,  and  fofteo  with- 
out entirely  effacing  its  great  outlines ;  till  at  length  he  has 
converted  the  independent  man  into  the  free  citizen* 

That  men  of  enlightened  minds  may  formerly  have  been 
able  to  unite  favages  fcattered  through  woods  and  forefts,  and 
that,  everyday,  fage  preceptors  may,  mfomemeafure,  fafluon 
at  will  the  chara&ers  and  difpofitiona  of  children  committed  % 

to  their  care,  is  not  difficult  to  be  conceived  5  but  how  powerful 
,t  ■  ■  1  ■  ■■    ■        1  ■    ■' — — — •*■    ■       »    ■ 

•  Tbacyd*  lib.  I.  op,  fc>.  l  Donoftht  ia  Ariltog.  p.  830. 
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rriuft  have  been  that  genius  who  could  new-model  a  national- 
ready  formed  !  What  courage  mod  he  not  have  dif played  who 
could  dare  to  £17  to  a  people,  I  will  reftrain  your  wants  to 
the  indifpentable  demands  of  neceflky,  and  exaft  from  your 
paffions  the  mod  fevere  mortifications';  you  ihall  no  longer 
know  the  allurements  of  pleafure,  but  exchange  the  foftcr 
enjoyments  of  life  for  laborious  and  painful  exercifes.  I  wQl 
deprive  fome  of  you  of  your  poflefiions  to  diftribute  them  to 
others,  and  the  poor  ihall  be  raifed  to  an  equality  with  the 
rich*.  You  ihall  renounce  your  ideas,  your  taftes,  your  ha-  , 
bits,  your  claims,  and  even  thofe  tender  and  precious  fen- 
timents  which  Nature  has  profoundly  engraven  on  your 
hearts  ! 

Yet  this,  neverthelefs,  is  what  Lycurgus  effe&ed,  by  re- 
gulations  which  differ  fo  eftentially  from  thofe  of  other  na- 
tions, that  the  traveller,  on  his  arrival  at  Lacedaemon,  is  ready 
to  imagine  himfelf  tranfported  into  a  new  world.  Their  fin- 
gularity  invites  him  to  refleft,  and  he  is  foon  loft  in  admira- 
tion at  that  profundity  of  views,  and  elevation  of  fentiment, 
that  (bines  confpicuous  in  the  work  of  Lycurgus. , 

This  legiflator  ordained,  that  the  magistrates  ihould  not  be 
appointed  by  lot,  but  ele&ed  by  fufFrages".  He  deprived 
riches  of  the  influence  and  refpeft  annexed  to  them  *,  and  di- 
vefted  even  love  of  jealoufy  y.  Though  he  granted  fome  di~ 
flinAions,  the  government,  which  had  deeply  imbibed  his 
fpirit,  never  prodigally  lavifted  them,  and  virtuous  men  dar- 
ed not  folicit  them.  Honour  became  the  moft  valuable  re- 
ward, and  opprobrium  the  moft  cruel  punifhment.  Death 
was  fometimes  inflided,  but  fuch  a  fentence  muft  be  preced- 
ed/by  a  careful  and  vigorous  examination,  fince  nothing  is  fo 
precious  as  the  life  of  a  citizen  *•     Execution  was  performed 

u  If«cr.  ib  Panathea.  u  H.  p.  »6i. .      *  14.  in  Lycnrg.  t.  i.  p.  49. 
Ariftot*  da  Rep.  lib.  4*  cap.  9.  t.  ii.  I      2  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  13a,    Piut 
p»  374.  J  Apophth.  JLacon.  t.  ii.  p.  SI7. 

*  Plot.  taftit  Lacan.  t  ii.  p.  »J9«  I    ' 
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in  the  prifon,  mod  during  the  night  *,  that  the  firmnefc  of  the 
criminal  might  not  move  the  commiseration  of  the  people  j 
and  his  life  was  taken  away  by  the  cord  *,  for  it  appeared 
nfelefs  to  multiply  his  fufferings. 

I  {hall  point  out,  as  I  proceed,  the  greater  part  of  the  re- 
gulations of  Lycurgus ;  I  here  mean  to  fpeak  of  the  diviGon 
of  the  lands*  The  propofition  which  he  made  to  this  pur- 
pofe  met  with  great  opposition :  hut,  after  the  mod  violent 
contefts,  the  dirt  rid  of  Sparta  was  divided  into  nine  thousand 
portions  of  land  *,  and  the  reft  of  Laconia  into  thirty  thou* 
land.  Each  portion  affigned  to  a  head  of  a  family  muft  pro- 
duce, befides  a  certain  quantity  of  wine  and  pi],  feventy  mea- 
fures  of  barley  for  himfelf,  and  twelve  for  his  uife  e. 

After  having  effected  this,  Lycurgus  thouglit  it  advifable 
to  abfent  himfelf,  and  give  time  for  the  paffions  of  the  people 
to  fuMde  and  cool.  On  bis  return,  he  found  the  fields  of  La- 
conia covered  with  clutters  of  flieaves,  all  of  the  fame  fize, 
and  placed  at  diflances  nearly  equal.  He  feemed  to  himfelf 
to  behold  a  large  domain,  the  productions  of  which  had  been 
divided  among  brethren  ;  while  the  Lacedaemonians  believed 
they  fa  win  him  a  father  who  had  manifefled  no  more  fond* 
nets  for  one  than  for  the  reft  of  his  children  d. 

But  how  may  this  equality  of  property  be  preferved  ? 
Before  Lycurgus;  the  legislator  of  Crete  had  not  ventured  to 
eftablifli  it :  mice  he  permitted  acquisitions  c.  After  Lycur- 
gus, Phaleas  at  Chalcedon  f,  Philolaus  at  Thebes  *,  Plato  h, 
and  other  legiflators  and  philofophers,  have  propefed  differ- 
ent ineffedual  methods  of  folving  this  problem.  It  was  given 
to  Lycurgus  to  attempt  the  moft  extraordinary  and  reconcile 
the  moft  oppofite  things.     In  fa&,  by  one  of  his  laws,  be  has 


*•  Herodot.  lib.  4.  «p.  146.  Val. 
Max.  lib.  4.  cap.  6. 

b  Phit.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  803  et  8*4. 

*  Sec  note  at  tfea  end  of  the  vo* 
lumf. 

c  Id.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  44. 

d  Id.  ibid.  Id.  Apppbth.  Lacon. 
4 


t.  ii.  p.  226.  Porpbyr.  de  Abftin.  lib. 
4)3  P.  300. 

e  Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  489. 

(  Ariliot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  7.  c 
ii.  p.  22%.\ 

fc*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  It.  p.  337. 

b  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  74*. 
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regulated  the  number  of  inheritances  by  the  number  of  citi- 
zens h  * ;  and  by  another,  in  which  he  has  granted  certain  ex- 
emptions to  thofe  who  have  three  children,  and  dill  greater 
to  thofe  who  have  four  *,  he  has  riikecl  deftroying  the  pro- 
portion he  wiflied  to  eftablifli,  and  reftoring  the  didin&ion 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  that  he  propofed  to  deftroy. 

When  I  was  at  Sparta,  the  regularity  of  the  poffeflions  of 
individuals  had  been  deranged  by  a  decree  of  the  ephorus 
Epitades,  who  wiflied  to  avenge  himfelf  of  his  fon  k  ;  and 
as  I  neglected  to  inform  myfelf  of  their  ancient  date,  I  (hall 
only  be  able  to  explain  the  views  of  the  legiflator  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  by  recurring  to  his  principles. 

According  to  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  the  head  of  a  family 
could  neither  buy  nor  fell  a  portion  of  land ! ;  he  could  nei-, 
ther  give  it  during  his  life,  nor  bequeath  it  by  will,  to  whom 
he  pleafed  m.  He  was  not  even  permitted  to  divide  it  n.  The 
elded  of  his  children  was  entitled  to  the  inheritance  °,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  the  royal  family  the  elded  fon  fucceeded 
by  right  to  the  crown p.  What  provifion  then  was  made  for 
the  other  children  ?  Did  the  laws  which  enfured  their  fub- 
fidence  during  the  life  of  their  father,  entirely  abandon  them 
after  his  death  ? 

id,  It  appears  that  they  might  inherit  flaves,  the  favings 
of  their  father,  and  moveables  of  every  kind.  The  produce 
of  the  fale  of  thefe  effeds  was  doubtlefs  fufficient  to  fupply 
them  with  clothing,  for  the  cloth  which  they  wore  was  of  fo 
low  a  price  that  the  poored  perfons  were  able  to  procure  it  <• 
2d,  Each  citizen  had  a  right  to  partake  of  the  public  repads, 
and  fumifhed  for  his  contingent  a  certain  quantity  of  barley- 


h  •  Polyb.  lib.  6.  p.  489. 

i  Arittot.  dc  Rep.  lib  2.  cap.  9.  t. 
ii.  p.  330.  i£lian.  Var.  Hift.  lib.  6. 
cap.  6. 

*  pint,  in  Agid.  t  i.  p.  797. 

1  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  lib.  ft.  p. 3*9. 

m  PJut.  ibid. 

<  JJer&cL  dc  Polit,  in  Aotiq.  Grace. 


t.  vi.  p.  1823.. 

0  Emm.  DefcripC.  Reip.  Lacon.  in 
Antiq.  Grxc.  c.  ir.  p.  483. 

P  Hcrodot.  lib.  5.  cap.  4a,  &c. 

1  Ariftot.  do  Rap.  lib.  4.  cap.  9.  t. 
»•  P*  374*  Xenoph.  de  Rep,  JLaccd.  p. 
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meal,  which  may  be  eftimated  at  about  twelve  xnedimni.  But 
the  Spartan  who  poflfeffed  one  of  the  portions  of  land  derived 
from  it  every  year  feventy  medimni,  and  his  wife  twelve.  The 
furplus  of  the  hufband  was  then  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  five  children  ;  but  Lycurgus  could  not  fyppofe  that  every 
father  of  a  family  would  have  fo  many.  We  may  therefore 
prefume  that  the  eldeft  fon  was  to  provide  for  the  wants  not 
only  of  his  children  but  of  his  brothers.  3d,  It  is  not-  im- 
probable that  the  younger  fons  only  could  efpoufe  the  daugh- 
ters^ who,  in  default  of  male  iffue,  inherited  a  portion  of 
land ;  for  without  this  precaution  the  inheritances  would  have 
accumulated  in  one  perfim.  4th,  After  the  examination 
which  followed  the  birth  of  children,  the  magiftrates  affigned 
them  portions  of  land r,  become  vacant  by  the  extinction  of 
fome  families.  5th,  In  thefe  modern  times,  frequent  wars 
have  deftroyed  a  great  number  Qf  the  Spartans,  and  in  for- 
mer ages  they  planted  colonies  in  diftant  countries.  6thv 
The  fettlement  of  daughters  coil  nothing,  as  it  was  forbidden 
to  give  them  any  marriage  portion  *•  7th,  The  fpirit  of  n- 
nion  and  difintereftednefs  rendering,  in  fome  meafore,  all 
things  common  among  the  citizens  %  the  one  clafs  had  often 
no  other  advantage  over  the  other,  than  that  of  preventing 
and  gratifying  their  defires. 

While  this  fpirit  remained  undiminiihed,  the  confutation 
was  proof  againft  thofe  Ihocks  which  it  now  begins  to  feel. 
But  what  fhaU  hereafter  fupport  it,  fince,  by  the  decree  of 
which  I  have  fpoken,  every  citizen  is  permitted  to  give  por- 
tions to  his  daughters,  and  to  difpofe  at  pltafure  of  his  (hare 
of  the  lands?  The  inheritances  pafs  every  day  into  different 
hands,  and  the  equilibrium  of  fortunes,  as  well  as  that  of  e- 
quality,  is  entirely  destroyed. 

r  Plat,  in  Ljcarg.  t.  i.  p.  49.  I       »  JaAin.  1.  3.  c.  3.  Plat.  Apophth, 

I  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  227. 
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I  return  to  the  regulations  of  Lycurgus.  The  lands  as 
well  as  the  perfons  of  the  Spartans  were  to  be  free  from  all 
impofitions.  The  ftate  had  no  treafure  u.  On  certain  occa- 
fions  the  citizens  contributed  according  to  their  abilities  *,  and 
on  others  had  recourfe  to  means  which  evihce  their  exceffive 
poverty.  The  deputies  of  Samos  once  came  to  Lacedsemon 
to  folicit  the  loan  of  a  fum  of  money.  The  affembly  of  the 
people,  having  no  other  refource,  ordered  a  general  faft  to 
be  obferved  by  the  free  citizens,  (laves,  and  domeftic  ani- 
mals, and  gave  the  fum  they  had  thus  laved  to  the  Sa~ 
jaians  *• 

Every  thing  bowed  before  the  genius  of  Lycurgus.  The 
defire  of  exclufive  property  began  to  difappear,  and  violent 
pafiions  no  longer  difturbed  the  public  order.  But  this  calm 
would  only  be  an  additional  evil  if  the  legiflator  were  unable 
to  enfiire  its  duration.  The  laws  alone  could  not  produce 
this  great  effeft.  If  the  citizens  accuftpm  tbemfelves  to  con* 
team  thofe  regulations  which  are  the  leaft  important,  they 
will  foon  proceed  to  neglect  thofe  which  are  of  the  greateit 
conference.  If  the  laws  are  too  numerous  ;  if  they  are  fi- 
lent  in  many  cafes,  and  in  others  fpeak  with  the  obfeurity  of 
oracles ;  if  every  judge  be  permitted  to  interpret  their  fenfe, 
and  every  citizen  to  complain  of  them  j  if,  even  on  the  mod 
trivial  points,  they  add  to  the  eonftraint  on  our  liberty  the 
degrading  tone  of  menace  ;  in  vain  may  they  be  engraven  on 
marble,  they  can  never  be  imprinted  on  the  heart. 

Lycurgus,  attentive  to  the  irrefiftable  power  of  the  impref- 
fions  which  man  receives  in  his  infancy,  and  during  his  whole 
life,  had  been  long  confirmed' in  the  choice  of  a  fyftem  which 
had  been  approved  by  experience  in  Crete.  Let  all  the  chil- 
dren be  educated  in  common,  in  the  fame  discipline,  and  in 


t  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  679. 
Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  $.  p.  317. 
plot.  Inftic.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  238. 

u  Archid.  ap.  Thacyd.  lib.  I.  cap. 
fa  Pcrid.  ap.  cuad.  Ub.  I.  cap.  141. 


Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t-  ii,  p.  91 7. 

x  Ariftot.  de  Rcpi  lib.  a.  cap.  9,  t. 
ii.  p.  331. 

'  Id.  de  Cura  Rci  Fam.  U  ii.  p.  5©j. 
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the  fame  invariable  principles,  under  the  eyes  of  the  magi- 
ftrates  and  the  whole  people.  They  will  learn  their  duties  ' 
by  pra&ifing  them,  and  will  afterwards  love  becaufe  they 
have  pra&ifed  them,  and  will  never  ceafe  to  revere  them  fince 
they  fee  them  praftifed  by  all  around  them.  Thefe  cuftoms, 
the  longer  they  fubfift,  will  receive  aa  invincible  ftreogth 
from  their  antiquity  and  universality.  An  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceflion  of  examples  given  and  received,  will  render  each  citi- 
zen the  legiflator  of  his  neighbour,  to  whom  he  will  be  a  liv- 
ing rule  ".  He  will  acquire  the  merit  of  obedience  by  yield- 
ing to  the  force  of  habit,  and  will  imagine  himfelf  to  aft 
freely  fince  he  a&s  without  an  effort. 

It  will  therefore  be  fufficient  for  the  inftitutor  of  agnation, 
to  frame  a  {mall  number  of  laws  *  for  each  part  of  the  ad- 
miniftration,  which  will  difpenfe  from  the  defire  of  a  greater 
number,  and  contribute  to  maintain  the  authority  of  rites  and 
ufages,  much  more  powerful  than  that  of  the  laws  them- 
felves.  He  will  forbid  them  to  be  committed  to  writing b, 
that  they  may  not  fet  bounds  to  virtues,  and  left  the  people, 
imagining  they  have  done  all  their  duty  requires,  fhould  de- 
fift  and  not  do  all  they  are  able  to  perform.  But  he  will  not 
conceal  them :  they  (hall  be  tranfmitted  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
cited  on  all  occafions,  and  known  to  all  the  citizens,  the  wit- 
nefles  and  judges  of  each  individual.  It  {hall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  youth  to  cenfure  them,  nor  even  to  fubmit  them  to  ex- 
amination c,  fince  they  have  been  received  as  the  commands 
of  Heaven,  and  fince  the  authority  of  the  law  is  only  founded 
on  the  profound  veneration  they  infpire.  Neither  (hall  it  be 
allowed  to  praife  the  laws  and  ufages  of  foreign  nations  d, 
fince,  unlefs  the  people  are  perfuaded  they  live  under  the  bell 
of  legislations,  they  will  quickly  defire  a  new  one* 

*    z  Plut.  in  Lycurjr.  t.  i.  p.  47.  |      c  Pl«t-  4c  Leg.  lib.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  $34- 

a  Plut.  Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii  p.  234.  I      d  Dcmofth.  w  Leptin.  p.  35b* 
b  Id.  ibid.  p.  a  17.  Id.  in  Lycurg.  ib.  | 
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Let  us  not,  therefore,  be  aftoniflied  that  obedience  is  with 
the  Spartans  the  firft  of  virtues  c ;  or  that  thofe  haughty  peo- 
ple never  come,  with  the  text  of  the  law  in  their  hands,  to 
demand  of  their  mag  ift  rates  an  account  of  the  fentences  they 
have  pronounced  in  their  tribunals. 

Neither  ought  it  to  excite  our  furprife  that  Lycurgus  has 
confidered  education  as  the  moft  important  object  of  the  care 
of  the  legislator  f  ;  and  that  to  ellablifli  an  authority  over  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the  Spartans,  he  has  early  fubje&ed  them 
to  the  arduous  exercifes  and  difcipline^  of  which  I  ihall  next 
proceed  to  treat. 


CHAP.     XLVIL 

Of  the  Education  of  the  Spartans* 

The  latfs  of  Sparta  watch  with  an  extreme  care  over  the 
education  of  children  s .  They  ordain  that  it  (hall  be  pub- 
lic, and  common  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poorh.  They  an- 
ticipate the  moment  of  their  birth.  When  any  wtoraau 
has  declared  her  pregnancy,  pictures  of  youth  and  beau- 
ty, fuch  as  thofe  of  Apollo,  Narciffus,  Hyacinth,  Caftor,  and 
Pollux,  are  hung  in  her  apartment,  in  order  that  her  ima- 
gination, inceffantly  impreffed  by  thefe  objects,  may  tranfmit 
fome  traces  of  them  to  the  child  fhe  bears  in  her  womb  *'. 

Scarcely  is  the  infant  born,  when  he  is  prefented  to  the 
auembly  of  the  moft  aged  perfons  of  the  tribe  to  which  his 
family  belongs.  The  nurfe  js  called,  who,  inftead  of  water, 
wafbes  him  with  wine,  which,  it  is  pretended,  would  have 
very  ill  effects  on  weak  con  ft  i  tut  ions.  After  this  trial,  which 
is  followed  by  a  rigorous  examination,  his  fentence  is  pro- 
nounced ;  and  if  it  is  not  judged  expedient,  either  for  him- 


e  Ifocr.  in  Archid.  t.  ii.  p.  53.  Xe- 
noph.  dc  Rep.  Laced,  p.  68a. 
f  Plut.  in  JLycnrg.  t.  i.  p.  47. 


*  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap,  1. 1. 
ii.  p.  450. 
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felf  or  the  republic,  that  he  fhould  long  enjoy  life,  he  is  caft 
into  a  golf  near  Mount  Taygetus.  If  he  appears  hetithy 
and  well  formed,  he  is  chofen,  in  the  name  of  his  country, 
to  be  hereafter  one  of  her  defenders  k. 

When  brought  back  to  the  houfe,  he  is  laid  on  a  buckler, 
and  near  this  military  cradle  is  placed  a  fpear,  that  this  wea- 
pon may  be  one  of  the  firft  objects  that  become  familiar  to 
his  eyes  !. 

His  delicate  limbs  are  not  confined  with  bands  that  pre* 
vent  their  motions :  nctcare  is  taken  to  ftop  his  tears,  when 
it  is  xueceflary  they  ihould  flow,  but  they  are  never  excited 
by  menaces  and  blows.  He  is  accuftomed  by  degrees  to  fo- 
litude,  darknefs,  and  the  greateft  indifference  in  the  choice  of 
eatables  m.  He  is  alike  a  ftranger  to  impreffions  of  terror, 
ufelefs  reftraints,  and  unjuft  reproaches.  Continually  occu- 
pied in  innocent  fports,  he  enjoys  all  the  fweets  of  life,  and 
his  happinefs  haftens  the  expanfion  of  the  powers  of  his  body 
and  the  faculties  of  his  mind. 

At  the  age  of  feven  years,  at  which  he  arrives  without  hav- 
ing known  fervile  ftar,  domeftic  education  commonly  ends  B. 
The  father  is  aiked  if  he  is  willing  his  child  fhould  be  edu- 
cated according  to  the  laws.  If  he  refufes,  hie  is  himfelf  de- 
prived of  the  rights  of  a  citizen  °  :  if  he  confents,  the  child 
wiH  for  the  future  have  for  his  guardians  not  only  bis  parents, 
but  alfo  the  laws,  the  magistrates,  and  all  the  citizens,  who 
are  authorized  to  interrogate,  to  advife,  and  to  chaftife  him, 
without  fear  of  being  accufed  of  feverity,  fince  they  would 
themfelves  be  punifhed,  if,  when  they  were  witnefles  of  bis 
fauks,  they  had  the  weaknefs  to  fpare  him  p.  At  the  head 
of  the  children  is  placed  one  of  the  mod  refpe&able  men  of 
the   republic q.      He  diilributes  them  into  different  chuTes, 


1:  P!«t.  ia  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  49. 
1  Non.   Dinoyf.   lib.  41,    p.   ic6a. 
SJiol.  Thucyd.  lib.  a.  cap.  39. 
*  i*Jut.  in  Lycurg.  p.  45^. 


n  M.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  jo. 

•  Plut.  Inftit  -Lacoa.  t.  u.  p.  138. 
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•▼er  each  of  which  prefides  a  young  chief  diftingnifhed  by  his 
fenfe  and  courage.  They  muft  fubmit  without  a  murmur  to 
the  orders  they  receive  from  feim,  and  the  chaftifements  be 
iinpofea  on  them,  which  are  infli&ed  with  rods  by  young  per- 
Cons  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty r. 

The  regulations  to  which  they  are  fubjeded  become  from 
day  to  day  more  rigid.  Their  hair  is  cut  off,  and  they  walk 
without  ftockings  or  fhoes,  to  accuftom  them  ta  bear  the  ri- 
gour of  the  feafons.  They  are  fometimes  made  to  exercife 
quite  naked. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  they  lay  afide  the  tunic,  and 
wear  only  a  cloak  which  muft  laft  them  a  whole  year  '•  They 
are  rarely  permitted  the  ufe  of  baths  and  perfumes.  Each 
company  lies  together  on  the  tops  of  reeds  that  grow  in  the 
river,  and  which  they  break  off  with  their  hands,  without 
employing  any  iron  inftrument u. 

T|ien  it  is  that  they  begin  to  contract  thofe  intimate  con- 
nexions which  are  little  known  in  other  nations,  and  more 
pure  at  Lacedaemon  than  in  the  other  cities  of  Greece.  It  is 
permitted  to  each  of  them  to  receive  the  affiduous  attentions 
of  a  virtuous  young  man,  attraded  by  the  charms  of  beauty, 
and  the  dill  more  powerful  charms  of  virtue,  of  which  beauty 
appears  to  be  the  emblem x.  The  youth  of  Sparta  is  thus, 
as  it  were,  divided  into  two  clafles,  the  one  confiding  of  thofe 
who  love,  and  the  other  of  thofe  who  are  beloved  *.  Hie 
firft,  defiined  to  ferve  as  models  to  the  fecond,  carry  even  to 
enthufiafm  a  fentiment  which  produces  the  moil  noble  emula- 
tion, and  which,  with  the  tranfports  of  love,  is,  in  reality, 
only  the  paflionate  tendernefs  of  a  lather  for  his  fon,  or  the 
ardent  friendfhip  of  a  brother  for  his  brother  *•    When  feve- 


*  Id.  ibid.  p.  677. 

*  Pint,  in  Lycurg.  p.  50. 

t  Xenoph.  dc  Rep.  Laced,  p.  67C. 
Pint  in  Lycurg.  p.  30.    Juitin.  lib*  3* 

u  flat.  ibid. 


x  Id.  ibid. 
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ral  feel  the  divine  infpiration,  for  fuch  is  the  name  they  give 
to  their  attachment  a  for  one  objed,  far  from  being  torment- 
ed with  jealoufy,  they  are  only  the  more  united  to  each  other, 
the  more  ardent  in  promoting  the  improvement  of  him  whom 
they  love  ;  for  all  their  ambition  is  to  render  him  as  eftimabie 
in  the  eyes  of  others  as  he  is  in  their  own*.  One  of  the  mod 
virtuous  of  the  citizens  was  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  for  having 
never  attached  himfelf  to  any  young  manc,  and  another  bc- 
caufe  his  young  friend  had,  in  battle,  cried  out  through  feard» 

Thefe  affociations,  which  have  often  produced  great  effe&s*9 
are  common  to  both  fexes  f,  and  fometimes  only  end  with  life. 
They  had  long  been  eftablifhed  in  Crete  *.  Lycurgus  knew 
their  value,  and  forefaw  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed*  But,  befides  that  the  leaft  blemifh  on  a  union  which 
ought  to  be  facred,  and  which  almoft  always  is  fo  h,  would 
for  ever  cover  the  gnilty  perfon  with  infamy  *,  and  even,  ac- 
cording to  circumft'ances,  be  puniflied  with  death  *,  the  young 
pupils  cannot  withdraw  themfelves  for  a  moment  from  the 
fight  of  the  aged  perfons,  who  confider  it  as  their  duty  to  be  * 
prefent  at  and  maintain  decency  in  their  exercifes,  nor  fron^ 
the  obfervation  of  the  prefident  general  of  education/, or  that 
of  the  iren  or  particular  leader  of  each  divifion. 

This  iren  is  a  youth  of  twenty  years  of  age,  who,  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  courage  and  prudence,  receives  the  honour  of 
beiog  appointed  to  give  leflbns  to  a  number  of  other  youths 
committed  to  his  care !.  He  is  at  their  head  when  they  en- 
counter each  other,  when  they  fwim  over  the  Eurotas,  when 
they  hunt,  wreflle,  run,  or  engage  in  the  different  exercifes 


1  Xcnoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  678  ; 
ct  in  Coaviv.  p.  873  et  883.  JE\ixn. 
Var.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  9. 

b  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  51. 

c  .ffilian.  Var.  Hift.  Hb.  3.  cap.  ie. 

d  Plat,  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  51.  AUan. 
ibid, 

c  Plat.  Sytnpof.  t.  iii.  p.  178. 

f  Plot.  ibid. 

?  HeracL  Pont,  de  Polit.  in  Antiq, 


Graec.  t.  tL  p.  1814.  Strab.  lib.  10. 
p.  483.  ^£Uan.  de  Animal,  lib.  4. 
cap.  1. 
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oJF  the  gymnafium.  On  their  return  home,  they  take  a  whole- 
fome  and  frugal  meal*,  which  they  prepare  themfelves*  The 
ftrongeft  bring  the  wood,  and  the  weaker,  herbs,  and  other 
provifion,  which  they  have  conveyed  away  by  Health  from 
the  gardens,  or  the  halls  in  which  the  public  repafis  are  held.  - 
If  they  are  difcovered  they  are  fometimes  whipped,  to  which 
chaftifement  is  often  added  a  prohibition  from  approaching  the 
table  °.  Sometimes  they  are  dragged  to  an  altar,  which  they 
muft  go  round,  finging  verfes  in  ridicule  of  themfelves  °. 

When  the  fupper  is  over,  their  young  leader  orders  fome 
of  them  to  ling,  and  propofes  queftions  to  others,  from  their 
anfwers  to  which  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  their  wit  or 
their  Yentiments  ;  fuch  as  :  Who  is  the  worthieft  man  in  the 
city  ?  What  do  you  think  of  fuch  an  aftion  ?  The  reply  muft 
be  precife,  and  accompanied  with  a  reafon*  Thofe  who  fpeak 
without  reflection  receive  flight  chaftifements,  in  prefence  of 
the  magiftrates  and  aged  men,  who  attend  at  thefe  convert*- 
tions,  and  are  fometimes  diffatisfied  with  the  fentences  of  the 
young  leader  :  but  through  fear  of  weakening  his  authority 
they  wait  till  he  is  alone  before  they  punifli  him  for  his  in- 
dulgence or  feverity  >• 

The  youth  of  Lacedaemon  receive  but  a  flight  tin&ure  of 
literature  ;  but  they  are  taught  to  exprefs  themfelves  with 
purity,  to  perform  in  the  chorufes  of  dancing  and  mufic,  to 
perpetuate  in  their  verfes  the  memory  of  thofe  who  have  died 
for  their  country,  and  the  fliame  of  thofe  who  have  betray- 
ed  it.  In  thefe  poems  great  ideas  are  expreflcd  with  fimpli- 
city,  and  elevated  fentiments  with  an  animated  warmth  *. 

Every  day  the  ephori  attend  on  their  youthful  pupils,  who* 
frota  time  to  time,  go  to  the  ephori,  who  examine  whether 
their  education  has  been  carefully  conducted,  whether  any 
improper  delicacy  has  been  fuffered  to  infinuate  itfelf  into 

n  J<L  Inftie.  JUcoo.  t.  U.  p.  %tf*        I .    P  Pint,  in  Lycurg.  t.  L  p.  51. 
n  Id.  in  Lycurg.  ibid  •    I      *  Id.  ibid.  p.  53. 
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their  beds'  or  apparel,  and  whether  they  are  difpofed  to  cdt* 
potency  r.  This  laft  article  is  coofidered  as  of  great  import- 
ance :  the  magistrates  of  Sparta  have  been  known  to  cite  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  nation,  and  threaten  with  baniihment,  ci- 
tizens whofe  exceffive  corpulence  feemed  to  be  a  proof  of  luxu- 
rious indolence  *•  A  Spartan  would  bluih  to  have  an  cul- 
minate countenance.  The  body,  as  it  increases  in  fize,  mnft 
acquire  fupplenefs  and  ftrength,  ftill  preferving  its  juft  pio* 
portions '. 

This  is  the  object  propofed  in/ubje&ing  the  Spartans  to  la- 
bours which  occupy  almoft  every  moment  of  their  time*  They 
pais  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  the  gymoafium,  where  we  do 
not  find,  as  in  other  cities,  thofe  mailers  who  teach  their  dis- 
ciples the  art  of  adroitly  fupplanjting  an  adverfary  ■•  Here 
flratagem  would  difgrace  courage,  and  (lain  that  honour  which 
ought  to  accompany  defeat  as  well  as  vi&ory.  Hence  is  if, 
that,  in  certain  exercifes,  it  is  not  permitted  to  the  Sparta* 
who  is  overcome  to  lift  his  hand  as  a  fign  of  fubmii&on,  fince 
that  would  be  to  acknowledge  a  conqueror  *. 

I  have  often  been  prefent  at  the  combats  in  which  the  youth 
who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  engage  in  the 
plataniftas.  They  prepare  themfelves  for  this  exercife  in  their 
college,  fituated  in  the  town  of  Therapne.  They  are  divided 
into  two  bodies,  one  of  which  is  diftinguilhed  by  the  name 
of  Hercules,  and  the  other  by  that  of  Lycurgus  T.  They  joint- 
ly facrifice,  during  the  night,  a  little  dog  on  the  altar  of  Mars. 
It  has  been  imagined  that  the  moil  courageous  of  domeftic 
animals  muft  be  the  vi&um  mod  acceptable  to  the  mod  cou- 
rageous of  the  gods.  After  the  facrifice,  each  party  brings 
a  tamed  wild  boar,  which  they  excite  and  irritate  agatnft  that 
•f  their  antagonifts,  and  if  he  remains  conqueror  it  is  deemed 
n  favourable  omen* 


'  JBlian.  Var.  Hill.  lib.  14.  cap.  7. 

x  Id.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  54.    I± 

a  Agathtf  ch.  ap»  Atben.  lib.  it.  p. 
550     JEliao,  ibid. 

Apophtb.    JLacoo  t.  ii.  p.  ***.  SOKO. 

da  Bcncf.  lib.  5.  cap  j 

*  i£liaa.  ibid. 

» JLucJan*  da  OymaaC  u  a.  p»  ftf* 

•  flat.  Apapatb.  Lacop.  t.  ix.  p.  «|J. 
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The  next  day,  about  noon,  the  young  warriors  advance  in 
order,  and  by  different  ways*  which  are  determined  1>y  lot, 
towards  the  field  of  battle*     At  a  fignal  given,  they  attack 
each  other,  and  gain  and  give  ground  by  tarns.  Prefently  their 
ardour  gradually  increafes  ;  they  aflault  each  other  with  their 
hands  and  feetj  and  even  make  ufe  of  their  teeth  and  nails. 
They  Continue  a  disadvantageous  conteft  notwithftanding  the 
mod  painful  wounds,  and  riik  the  lofs  of  life  rather  than  Sub- 
mit to  a  defeat z.    Their  ferocity  Sometimes  even  appears  to 
tncreafe  as  their  ftrength  diminilhes.     One  of  thejo,  when  on 
the  point  of  throwing  his  antagonift  to  the  ground,  Suddenly 
cried  out  t  *'  You  bite  me  like  a  woman."  u  No,"  replied  the 
other,  "  I  bite  like  a  lion  a."     The  a&ioh  paffe*  under  the 
eyes  of  five  magiftrates  b*  who  with  a  word  may  moderate  the 
fury  of  the  combatants,  and  a  multitude  of  fpe&ators,  who 
by  turns  laviflb  praifes  bn  the  conquerors^  or  load  the  vaa- 
quiihed  with  (areaSms>     It  ends  when  one  of  the  parties  is  ob- 
liged to  fwim  over  the  the  Eurotas,  or  a  canal  which,  together 
with  that  riVer,  enclofes  the  plataniftaa  c. 

1  have  See"n  other  combats  in  which  the  greateft  fortitude 
contends  with  the  moft  extreme  Sufferings.  At  a  feftival  cele- 
brated every  year  in  honour  of  Diana,  furnamed  Orthia, 
youthful  Spartans,  fcarcely  out  of  their  infancy,  and  ehofen 
from  among  all  the  different  claffes  of  the  people,  are  brought 
to  the  altar,  and  Severely  whipped  till  the  blood  begins  to 
firearm  The  prieftefs  of  the  goddefs  is  prefent,  and  holds  in 
her  hand  a  Very  Small  and  light  woodeh  image  of  Diana.  If 
the  executioners  appear  moved  with  companion,  the  ptieftefe 
exclaims  that  flie  is  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the 
flatiie.  The  ftrokes  then  redouble,  and  the  attention  of  all 
prefent  becomes  more  eager.  The  parents  of  the  innocent  vic- 
tims exhort  them,  with  frantic  cries,  not  to  fuffer  the  fmall- 

2  Ciccr.  Tufcul.  lib.  5.  cap.  %f.  t.  ii;  I      b  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cip.  1 1,  p.  331. 
p.  £83.  I      c  Id.  ibid.  cap.  14.  p.  243* 

PlQt.Apophtb.Lacoait.iKp*.  334*  I 
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eft  complaint  to  efeap*  ttieifl  d,  while  they  them&Ivta  povoke 
and  defy  paift.  The  prince  q£  fo  many  wittncJTee,  who  yF»tch 
tfceir  froalleA  rjaotiorjs,  and, the  hope  of  viftory  |a  be,  decreed 
tp  bin*  who  ftajl  fuffcr  the  greateft  conftaney,  fo  (ted  then 
againft  their-  pnpgs,  that  they  endure  thefe  horrid  torture*  with 
a,  ferene  countenance  and  a  jpy  at  which  humanity  ibudders  c- 

Aftopifl^ed  at  their  firmnefs,  I  faid  to  Danpnajc,  who  w«* 
vith  WP>  It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  your  law  %pt  faith- 
fully oWerved.  Say,  rather,  replied  he,  fhapaefujly  atofai. 
The*  ct&tqouy  °f  which  you  have  been  a  fpc&atf  r  w**  for-! 
sae^ly  inftijutfd  in  honour  of  a  barbarous  divinity  whqfe  ftatne 
a.nd  worftup,  it,  is  pretended,  Greftes  brought  from  Tauric* 
to  k%cedasn>an f.'  The  oracje  bajl  cofnownded  that  human  fife 
orifices  (hoeUd  be  offered  to  this  new  (fcitj.  Lycurgu*  aboUgw 
ed  the  horrid  cuftom,  but,  as  an  iqde^nificajiop  to  fuper&- 
tioiw  dw§*d  that  the  young  Spartans  who  were  condemned 
to  be  fpourged  for  their  faults,  ibould  undergo  their  puiulb* 
ipeftt  at  the,  altar  of  the  goddefs  *• 

Tfte  esprefs  terms  and  fpirit  of  die  law  fiiould  have  been 
adhered  to.  A  flight  chaftifement  was  all  tha£  was  intend- 
ed b  i  bi|t  ot*r  fenfclefs  applaufes  excite,  both  here  end  in  the 
piataniftas,  a  deteftabile  emulation  among  qur  you*!*  Their 
%ortures  ere  to  us  an  objeft  of  curioQty,  and  to  them.  *  fubjcft 
pf  triumph.  Our  fathers  were  only  acquainted  with  the  he- 
roifm  which  was  ufefyl  tp  their  country  ;  end  their  virtues 
were  neither  raifed  above,  nor  funk  below  the  level  of  their 
duties  i  but  ours,  ftace  they  have  been  infefted  with  vanity, 
exhibit  features  fo  f  we  lied  and  fhftarted,  that  they  are  no 
longer  recognizable.  This  chapge,  which  has  ta)ten  place 
fince  the  Peloponnefian  war,  is  a  ftriking  fymptom  of  the  de- 
•  cline  and  corruption  of  our  manners.     The  exaggeration  of 


d  Ciccr.  Tufcu].  lib.  a.  cap.  14.  t.  ii. 
p.  aS8.  Scncc  dc  Provtd.  cap.  4. 
Stat.  Theb.  lib.  8.  v.  437.  Ludat. 
ibid,  in  Not. 

c  Pint.  Inftitut.  Lacon,  t.  i.  p.  239. 


f  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  13.  p.  643. 
Hygin.  Fab.  a6r.    Mcurf.  Grate-  to. 

lib.  ft.  in  LimfJtmfiy* 

*  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  1 6.  p.  249* 

*  Xeooph.  de  Rep.  X*ccd.  p.  6^7. 
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evil  excites  only  contempt ;  bat  that  of  good  fuf pr&s  efteem  r 
it  is  then  imagined  that  the  luftre  of  an-  extraepftinary  a&iott 
difpenfes  from  the  moft  lured  obligations.  If  this  abafe 
continues,  our  youth  will  at  length  only  ppflefs  the  courage 
of  oittntarian.  They  will  brave  death  at  the  altar  of  Diana, 
and  fly  at  the  fight  of  the  enemy  K 

Ton  secotteft  the  child  who,  the  other  day,  having  con- 
cealed a  young  fox  under  his  garments,  fuffeted  it  to  eat  into 
lib  bowels  rather  than  confefs  his  theft  *.  His  obftinacy  ap- 
peared fo  unufual,  that  his  companions  loudly  blamed  him. 
But,  replied  I,  it  was  only  the  natural  oonfequence  of  your 
inftkutions  ;  for  he  obferved  that  it  was  bettor  to  perifli  in 
torments  than  to  live  in  ignominy  *.  It  was  Act,  therefore/ 
without  reafon  that  fome  philofophers  have  affrted  that  you* 
evercifes  infill  a  fpecies  of  ferocity  into  the  minds  of  your 
young  warriors  ». 

They  attack  us,  replied  Damonax,  when  thoy  perceive  we 
have  fallen.  Lycnrgus  had  guarded  againft  the  overflowing1 
of  our  virtues  by  mounds  which  have  fubifted  during  four 
centuries,  and  of  which  fome  tfraces  ftiil  remain.  Have  wo 
not  lately  feen  a  Spartan,  though  he  had  (ignalixed  himfelf  by 
great  exploits,  punilbed  for  having  fought  without  his  buck* 
ler*?  But,  m  proportion  as  our  manners  lofe  their  purity, 
falfe  honour  refufes  to  fubmit  to  reftraint,  and  communicates 
itfelf  infenfiWy  to  all  the  orders  of  the  ftattf.  Formerly,  the 
women  of  Sparta,  more  prudent  and  detent  than  they  are  at 
prefent,  when  they  were  informed  of  the  death  of  their  fons,1 
fiain  on  the  field  of  battle*,  were  contented  with  mowing  them-* 
felves  fuperior  to  the  feelings  of  nature  3  at  prefent  they  make 
a  merit  of  infulting  them,  and,  that  they  may  hot  be  charged 
with  weaknefs,  do  not  hefitate  to  afiumo  an  unnatural  ferocity* 


.1  Phit.  in  Lycurg.  t.  L  p.  31.    Id.  1      n  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  8.  cap.  4,  t. 
foftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.p.  939.  1  ii.  p.  45*. 

K  Plut.  in  LycufR.  t.  i.  p.  JI.  I       n  Wut.  iu  Ag«f  t.  i.  p.  6lj. 

1  Id.  Apophth.  Lacon*  u  ii  p.  $34.    I 
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Such  was  the  arfwer  of  Damonax :  I  now  return  to  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Spartans*  * 

In  feveral  cities  of  Greece,  youth,  when  they  have  attained 
their  eighteenth  year,  are  no  longer  under  the  vigilant  eye  of 
their  preceptors  °.  Lycurgus  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  human  heart  to  abandon  it  to  itfdf  at  that  critical  mo- 
ment, on  which,  almoft  always,  depends  the  fate  of  the  man, 
and  often  that  of  the  ftatc.  He  counteraded  the  expanfion  of 
the  paffions  by  a  new  oourfe  of  exercifes  and  labours.  The 
leaders  then  require  from  their  difciples  more  modefty,  fub- 
mifEon,  temperance,  and  ardour ;  and  it  is  a  Angular  fpe&acle 
to  fee  thefe  illuftrious  youths,  who  might  well  be  infpired 
with  all  the  pride  of  courage  and  of  beauty,  not  daring,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  to  open  their  lips,  or  lift  their  eyes,  and  walk- 
ing, with  flow  fteps*  and  all  the  refenre  of  a  timid  maiden  car- 
rying the  facred  offerings  p.  Yet,  unlefs  fome  powerful  mo- 
tive animates  this  regularity  and  decency  of  appearance,  mo* 
defty  may  reign  in  the  countenance,  while  vice  triumphs  in 
the  heart,  Lycurgus  has  therefore  (rationed  around  them  a 
body  of  fpies  and  rivals,  by  whom  they  are  incefiantly 
watched. 

No  method  can  be  more  proper  than  this  to  infpire  and 
preferve  the  purity  of  virtue.  Place  by  the  fide  of  a  young 
man  another  of  the  fame  age  with  himfdf,  as  an  example, 
and  he  will  hate  him  if  he  cannot  equal  his  merit;  and  defpife 
him  if  he  obtaias  a  triumph  without  difficulty.  On  the  con- 
trary, place  one  body  of  youths  in  emulative  oppofition  to 
another,  and,  as  it  will  be  eafy  to  proportion  the  ftrengtb  and 
vary  the  composition  of  each,  the  honour  of  vidory  and  the 
mame  of  defeat  will  neither  too  much  inflate  or  humiliate  the 
individuals  of  which  it  confifts,  but  a  rivalry  will  take  place 
among  them,   accompanied  by  eileem;    their  relations  and 

their   friends   will    haften    to   participate   in   it,    and  fome 

>-»— ^— ■— ^— — ■— ■— — — — ^_^— — — _  ^^ 

•  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  f.  678,  P  Id.  ibid.  p.  $79. 
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fimple  ezerdfes  will  become  interefting  exhibitions  to  all  the 
citizens. 

The  young  Spartans  frequently  leave  their  fports  to  engage 
in  exercites  which  inure  them  to  greater  addrefs  and  ezpedi* 
tion.  They  are  commanded  to  difperfe  themfelves  through 
the  country,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  bare-footed,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  feafons,  without  flaves  to 
ferve  them,  or  covering  to  defend  them  from  the  cold  during 
the  night4.  Sometimes  they  make  observations  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  country,  and  the  beft  manner  of  defending  it  from 
the  incurfiona  of  the  enemy r :  fometimes  they  hunt  wild 
boars,  or  other  hearts  of  the  chafe'*  ;  and  fometimes,  to  exer- 
cife  themfelves  in  the  various  manoeuvres  of  the  military  art, 
they  lie  in  ambufcade  during  the  day,  and  in  the  following 
night  attack  and  kill  thofe  Helots,  who,  though  informed  of 
their  danger,  have  yet  been  to  imprudent  as  to  be  found  in 
jtheir  way  *  *• 

Girls  at  Sparta  are  not  brought  up  like  thofe  of  Athens* 
Tfcty  are  not  obliged  to  keep  themfelves  flint  up  in  their  a* 
partments,  to  fpin  wool,  and  to  abftain  from  wipe  or  toe 
ftrong  meats ;  but  they  are  taught  to  dance,  to  fing,  to  run 
fwiftly  in  the  ftadiom,  and  to  throw  with  force  the  quoit  or, 
javelin  u.  They  perform  all  thefe  exercifes  without  a  veil, 
and  half  naked  *,  in  the  prefence  of  the  kings,  the  magistrates, 
and  all  the  citizens,  without  even  excepting  the  unmarried 
young  men,  whom  they  excite  to  diftinguifh  themfelves, 
fometimes  by  flattering  praifes,  and  fometimes  by  farcaftic 
ironies  y. 

Amid  thefe  fports  is  it  that  two  hearts-  deftined.  one  day  to 
unite,  firft  begin  to  cherifh  thofe  fenttments  which  muft  enfure 


*  Plat,  dc  Leg.  life.  I.  t.  it.  p.  663,  ' 
r  Id.  ibid.  lib.  *.  p.  763. 

*  Xcnoph.  de  Rep.  Ltced.  p.  680. 

c  Mcracl.  Pont,  de  Polk:  ia\  Antiq. 
Grate,  t  Ti.  p.  %$%$.  Plut.  in  Lycurg. 
t.  i.  p.  56. 

*  See  note  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 


u  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  7.  t.  ii.  p  806. 
Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  675.  Plut. 
in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  47.  Id.  in  Nam.  p. 
77.    Id.  Apophtb.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  %%tf. ' 

x  Burip.  in  Androm.  *»  598.  Pint. 
Apophth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.'  p.  »3».* 

?  Plut.  in  Lycurg. -t.  i.  p.  48. 
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their  happinefs  r  *•  Bat  the  trsnfportfe  of  si  infant  {office 
are  never  confummated  by  a  premature  marriage  f.  Where* 
ever  children  are  permitted  to  perpetuate  families,  die  human 
ipectes  is  fcen  fenfiWy  to  dwindle  and  degenerate  *.  At  La. 
cedaerneo  men  have  preferred  their  ordinal  vigour,  beccufc 
-  they  do  not  marry  till  the  body  has  arrived  at  its  fall  growth, 
«nd  their  judgment  become  mature  to  direft  them  in  their 
choice  \ 

To  the  good  qualities  of  their  minds,  the  pair  who  wafli  to 
unite  muft  add  a  mafcuhne  beauty,  an  advantageous  frarure, 
sad  full  health  c.  Lycurgus,  and  after  him  many  difberaing 
phHofopheri,  have  confidered  k  as  aUurd,  that  fe  much 
Atould  be  taken  to  improve  tlfe  breed  of  .certain  domeflic  \ 
snals,  while  that  of  men  is  entirely  negleded  d.  The  event  has 
corresponded  with  his  views,  and  happy  unions  foem  to  have 
given  an  additional  degree  of  ftrcngth  and  tnsjefly  so  human 
nature  e.  In  fa&,  the  purity  of  the  Spartan  blood  is  equalled 
among  no  people* 

I  (hall  not  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  marriage  cere. 
monies  f,  hut  I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  a  cuftom  remark* 
able  for  its  Angularity.  When  the  marriage  is  concluded,  the 
bridegroom,  after  a  flight  repaft,  which  he  takes  in  the  public 
halt,  repairs,  at  the  beginning  of  the  night,  to  the  hoofc  of 
his  new  relations ;  he  fecretly  carries  off  his  bride,  takes  ker 
home,  and  foon  after  returns  to  the  gymnafium,  to  rejoin  bis 
.comrades,  with  whom  he  continues  to  live  as  before.  0u>  the 
following  days  he  frequents,  as  ufual,  hfe  lather's  hottie;  but 
he  can  only  indulge  his  paffion  in  thofe  moments  in  which  he 
deceives  the  vigilance  of.  thofe  who  furround  him-;  it  would 

z  Id.  ibid.  I      c  Plut.  de  Lib.  Educt.  ii.p.  i. 

♦  See  no'e  at  the  end  of  thcYohime.  f      d  plat.,  dc  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  45^ 

f  See  ditto.  Theogn.  Scb&  v.  1*4.    Pint,  in  L7- 

a  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  1 6.     cwg.  t.  i.  p.  49. 
t.  U.  p.  446..  I       c  Xcsoph«  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  676- 

b  Xeoop^i  de  Rept  Laced,  p.  €76. 1  *  Athen.  Ub.  14*  p.  64b  faaim 
J>lut.  in  Num.  t.  i.  p.  77.    Id.  Apoph.  I  lib.  3.  cap,  J  3.  p.  %*o. 

j-acoa^t.  iip.aai,  4 
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be  a  fhame  to  liim  if  he  were  feen  coming  out  of  the  apart- 
ment of  his  wife  *•  He  fometimes  lives  whole  years  in  this 
clandeftine  interconrfe,  in  which  the  myftery  adds  fo  many 
.  charms  to  the  furprifes  and  furtive  enjoyments  of  love.  Ly- 
curgus  knew  that  defires  too  foon  and  too  often  fatisfied  ter- 
minate in  indifference  or  difguft  ;  he  was  careful,  therefore, 
to  cherilh  and  preferve  them,  that  the  married  -pair  might 
have  time  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  the  faults  of  each  other ; 
and  that  love,  infenfibly  dripped  of  its  illuGons,  might  arrive 
at  perfection,  by  transforming  into  friend&ip h.  Hence  the 
happy  harmony  which  reigns  in  thefe  families,  the  heads  of 
which,  obedient  to  the  will  of  each  other,  feem  every  day 
more  clofely  to  unite  by  a  new  choice,  and  ncefiantly  pre-* 
fent  the  plcafing  image  of  the  moft  exalted  courage,  joined 
with  the  moft  perfect  mildnefs. 

Very  weighty  reafons  may  authorize  a  Spartan  not  to  mar- 
ry ' ;  but  in  his  old  age  he  mud  not  hope  to  be  treated  with 
the  fame  refped  as  the  other  citizens.  As  a  proof  of  this,  an 
anecdote  is  related  of  Dercyltidas,  who  had  commanded  armies 
with  fo  much  glory  k.  •  That  general  came  one  day  into  the 
afiembly,  when  a  young  man  faid  to  him,  I  fhall  not  rife  to 
you,  becaufe  you  will  leave  no  children  who  may  one  day 
rife  to  me '.  Thofe  who  live  in  celibacy  are  alfo  expofed  to 
other  humiliations.  They  may  not  be  prefent  at  the  exer- 
cifes  in  which  the  girls  engage  half  naked ;  the  magiflrate 
may  alfo,  in  the  midft  of  winter,  command  them  to  ftrip  off 
their  clothes  and  go  round  the  forum,  finging  fircaftic  vcrfes 
on  themfelves,  in  which  they  acknowledge  that  their  difobe- 
dience  to  the  laws  merits  the  chaftifement  they  fufferm. 


il.  dc  Rep.  Laced,  p.  676.     1  k  Id.  Hift.  Grxc.  lib.  $.  p.  45 

d  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  48.    Id.  I  i  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  48, 

acon.t.  ii.  p.  aa8.           .    I  m  Id.  ibid. 
1.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  676.     I 


*  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  676.     |      k  Id.  Hift.  Grxc.  lib.  $.  p.  490,  &c 
h  Plut.  in  F 
Apophth.  Lacon; 

i  Xenoph.  de  Rep.  Laced,  p.  676. 
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CHAP.    XXIL— Pagij. 

On  the  Weight  and  Value  offome  Offerings  in  Gold,  fen*  to  the 
Temple  of  Delphi  by  the  Kings  of  Lydia,  and  defcribed  in 
tferodotus  (Jib.  I.  cap.  14,  50,  t&.)  ;  and  in  Diodorus  £*- 
cuius  (fib.  16.  p.  4J»)« 

In  reducing  the  talents  of  gol(i  into  filvcr  talents,  I  (hall  take 
the  proportion  of  1  to  13,  as  in  the  time  of  Herodotus  d  j  and  ia 
cftimating  the  filrer  talent,  I  {hall  follow  the  tables  I  have  given 
in  this  work.  They  are  adapted  to  tjie  Attic  talent,  and  fuppofe 
the  drachma  of  fijver  to  weigh  79  grains.  It  may  be  neceflary 
however  to  apprife  the  reader  that  it  may  poffibly  have  been  2  or 
3  grains  heavier  in  the  time  of  that  hiftorian.  The  following  is 
the  value  of  the  offerings  of  gold,  according  to  the  weight  align- 
ed to  them  by  Herodotus  : 

fcrench  L'vneu  Pounds  Sterling 
6  large  altera,  weighing  30  talents,  worth 

390  talent*  of  filvcr,  and  of  our  money,      *      a,io6,ooe.         87,750. 
117  fcmiplinthi,  weighing  93a-  talents,  worth 

3016  talents  of  filter,  our  money,         -  15,186,400.       678,60a 

A  lion,  weighing  10  talents,  worth  130  talents 
of  diver,  -  700,000.        39,350. 

■  ii  1  ■   ■  .,  1    » 

*  Herotlpt,  lib.  3.  cap-  95* 
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French  Livres.  Pounds  Sterling. 


A  ftatne,  weighing  8  talents,  worth  104  ta- 
lents of  fitor,  ....         561,60a 

A  craters,  weighing   8  talents  and  43  mtaifc, 
worth  xi 3  talents  6  minae  of  filter,        -        -      610,740* 

To  thefe'  offerings  Diodorus  Siculos  c  adds 
360  phials  of  gold,  weighing  each  %  minis ; 
which  make  ia  goltfta  talents,  worth  156 
talents  of  furer,  and  of  our  money,  •  842,409. 


ft3-400. 


15,447.  is 


35JOO. 


Total    21,109,140       879J47.  los- 

Some  differences  are  indeed  to  be  met  with  in  the  calculations  of 
Herodotus  and  Diodorus  j  but  an  examination  of  thefe  would  lead 
me  too  far. 


in    1      ?■  ^1  ' 


SAME   CHAP.*-P«ok  ip 

On  the  Vapour  of  the  Cavern  df  Ihlftu 

This  vapour  was  of  the  nature  of  mephitlc  exhalation* :  it  rofe 
tWly  to  a  certain  height.  It  appears  that  the  earth  had  been  thrown 
.  ftp  round  the  aperture,  for  which  fCafon  it  is  faid  that  persons'  de- 
fended to  this  opening.  The  tripod  being  thus  funk^  it  is  no  dif- 
ficult matter  td  conceive  by  what  means  the  foam  afcended  to  the 
£?iefteft,  without  affecting  the  priefts  ot  other  perfons  who  flood 
near. 


CHAP.    XXV— Page  47. 

On  tie  Plan  of  a  G  redan  £toufem 

M.  Periault  has  given  us  the  pftm  of  a  Grecia'n  houfe,  from  the 
defcription  of  Vitruvius1.  M.  Galiani  has  published  a  fecond* 
which  is  unqucflionably  preferable  to  th%t  of  Perrault  *.  I  now 
fubmit  a  third  to  the  reader,  which  the  late  M^Macriette  wm& 


*  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  4$z.  I  Perraplt,  ibid,    ' 

*  Vitrnjv.  de  Archit.  Ub.  6.  cap.  10.  |      g  Galiani  Architet.  di  Vitniv.  ibid. 
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obliging  as  to  draw  at  my  requeft,  and  to  vindicate  by  a  memoir 
new  in  my  pofieffion. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  affirm,  that  at  the  period  I  have  fixed  for 
the  travels  of  Anacharfis,  many  Athenians  were  poffeflcd  of  houfe* 
of  fetch  extent  and  magnificence  j  but  as  Demofthenes  aflerts  that 
fome  were  built  in  his  time  which  furpaffed  in  beauty  h  thofe  fii- 
perb  edifices  with  which  Pericles  embellifhed  Athens,  I  am  Nulli- 
fied in  fuppofing  that  thofe  heufes  did  not  efientially  differ  from 
that  delineated  by  Vitruvius. 


CHAP.   XXIV.— Paoe  8* 

On  the  Games  in  which  Children  were  e&rcifed. 

Thesx  games  ferved  to  imprefs  on  their  memory  the  method  of 
calculating  certain  permutations  :  they  learned,  for  raftance,  that 
3  numbers,  or  3  letters,  were  capable  of  being  combined  in  6 
different  ways ;  4  in  24  ways,  5  in  120  ways,  6  in  720,  and  fo  on, 
^multiplying  the  fum  of  the  given  combination  by  the  fucceeding 
number. 


SAME    CHAP.— PAGE87. 

On  the  Letter  of  Ifocrates  to  Dominic  us. 

Somc  learned  critics  have  alleged  that  this  letter  is  not  by  Ifo- 
crates j  but  their  opinion  is  founded  only  on  flight  conjectures. 
See  Fabricius  *,  and  the  Memoirs  of  the  Acadhnie  des  Belles  Let- 
.  tres  b. 

*  Demofth.  Olynth.  3.  p.  j8  et  39.  J      a  Blbl.  Gr*c  f.  i.  p.  9c*. 
Id.  de  Rep.  Ord.  p.  147.    id.  in  Artf-  I      *  T.  xii.  Hift.  p.  iS* 
tocr.  p.  75«.  I 
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SAME    CHAP.— Pag*9i. 

On  tbe  Word  **•&,  Under/landing,  Intelligence, 

It  appears  tbat  this  word  originally  fignmed  fight.  In  Homer,  tbe 
word  Nw?  fbmerimes  means,  lfie  c.  The  fame  fignification  is  re- 
tained in  the  word  st^mms,  which  the  Romans  have  rendered  by 
Provtfioy  Procidentia.  Hence  Ariftotle  fays,  that  intelligence  or 
N«*  is  to  the  foul  what  fight  is  to  the  eye  d. 


SAME   CHAP—Pagk  91, 

On  tbe  Words  Wi/dom  and  Prudence. 

Xkptophon,  after  Socrates e,  gives  the  name  of  wifdom  to  the  vir- 
tue which  Ariftotle  here  calls  prudence.  Plato  likewife  gives  it 
occasionally  in  the  fame  acceptation  f ;  and*  prior  to  both  thefe 
philofopbers,  Archytas  had  feid  that  prudence  Js  the  knowledge 
of  what  is  ufeful  to  man  *• 


SAME    CHAP.— PAGE92. 

On  tbe  Conformity  ift  feveral  Points  of  DoBrine  between  the 
Athenian  and  Pythagorean  Schools* 

Aristotle  fays  h,  that  Plato  borrowed  from  the  Pythagoreans 
part  of  his  do&rine  concerning  principles.  From  them  alfo  Ari- 
ftotle took  the  idea  of  that  ingenious  fcale,  in  which  he  placed 
each  virtue  between  two  vices,  the  one  erring  by  defect,  the 
other  by  excefs.     See  what  Thenges  has  faid  on  the  fubjeft *. 


e  Iliad,  lib.  3.  v.  IX,  30,  &c. 

4  Topic,  lib.  I.  cap.  17.  t.  i.  p.  19a. 
e  Memor.  lib.  3.  p.  778. 
£  In  Euthyd.  t.  i.  p.  281. 


g  Stob.  lib.  x.  p.  15. 
h  J^ptaphyf.  lib.  I.  cap.  6.  t.  ii.  f- 
847.    * 
i  Ap.  Stob.  Scrm.  X.  p.  9. 
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SAME  CHAP Page  99. 

On  an  Expreffion  of  the  Pythagoreans* 

These  philofophers,  obferving  that  every  thing  which  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  feofes  fuppofcs  generation,  increafe,  and  deftru&ion, 
faid  that  all  things  have  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  cndk. 
Hence  Archytas  had  affcrted  before  Plato,  that  the  fage  advancing 
by  the  right  path  arrives  at  God,  who  is  the  principle,  the  middle, 
and  the  end  of  whatever  is  juft  u 

CHAP.    XXVIL— Pagb  109. 

On  the  Chord  nrtned  Proflambanomsnos, 

I  have  chofen  j£  for  the  firft  degree  of  this  fcale,  and  not  the  pro- 
flambanomenos  /a,  as  the  writers  poflerior  to  the  time  of  thefe 
converfations  have  done.  The  filence  of  Plato,  Ariftotle,  and 
Ariftoxenus,  convinces  me  that,  in  their  time,  the  proflambano- 
menos  was  not  yet  introduced  into  the  mufical  fyftem. 


SAME   CHAP.— Pag*  114. 

On  the  Number  of  Tre&achords  introduced  into  the  Lyre* 

AMSTqxffNus  fpeaks  of  &ve  tetrachords,  which  formed  in  his  time 
the  grand  fyftem  of  the  Greeks.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  fyf- 
tem  was  not  fo  extenfive  in  the  days  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle  \  but 
as  Ariftoxenus  was  a  fcholar  of  Ariftotle,  I  thought  I  might. ven- 
ture to  advance  that  this  multiplication  of  tetrachords  began  to 
be  introduced  in  the  time  of  the  latter. 

k  Arift.  de  Coel.  lib.  1.  cap.  1.  t.  i.  I      I  Lib.  dc  Sapient,  in  Opufc.'Myth. 
p.  431*    Serv.  in  Virg.  eclog.  8.  v.  75.  |  p.  734.1 
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SAME   CHAP^PagjbiiS. 

On  tie  Number  of  Nates  or  Cbmr*&ers  employed  in  ancient 

Mufic. 

M.  Bdjlbttb  |  pretends  that  the  ancients  had  1620  note*  or  figns 
to  ezpreia  mufical  founds,  as  well  for  the  (bale  of  voices  as  for 
that  of  inftruments.  He  adds,  that,  after  feveral  years  applications, 
the  performer  could  fing  or  folfa  on  all  the  tones,  and  in  all  thV 
genera,  accompanying  the  voice  with  the  lyre.  M.  RonfTcaa  * 
and  M.  Dnclos1  have  averted  the  fame  thing  after  M.  Burette* 

The  latter  has  not  given  us  his  calculation,  hut  we  may  fee  in 
what  manner  he  has  deduced  it.  He  begins  from  the  time  when 
there  were  fifteen  modes.  In  each  mode,  each  of  the  eighteen, 
firings  of  the  lyre  had  two  appropriate  fpecies  of  character,  one 
for  the  voice,  the  other  for  the  inftrument,  which  made  thirty«-fijc 
notes  for  each  mode  :  now  there  were  fifteen  modes  j  multiplying 
36,  therefore,  by  15,  we  fhall  have  540.  Each  mode,  accordingly 
as  it  was  executed  in  one  of  the  thjjee  genera,  had  different  notes : 
the  number  540  then  muft  be  again  multiplied  by  3,  which  pro- 
duces 1620. 

M.  Burette  did  not  recollect,  that,  in  a  lyre  of  eighteen  firings, 
eight  of  them  were  fixed,  and  confequently  retained  the  fame  ap- 
propriate figns  for  whatever  genus  the  lyre  was  mounted. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  notes  employed  in  the  three  genera 
of  each  mode  amounted  in  all  to  33  for  the  voice,  and  to  the  fame 
number  for  inftruments,  making  a  total  of  66.  Let  us  now  multi- 
ply the  number  of  notes  by  tha|  of  the  modes,  that  is  to  fay,  66  by 
15,  and,  inftead  of  the  1620  notes  which  M.  Burette  fuppofes,  we 
fhall  have  only  990  j  495  for  vocal,  and  as  many  for  inftrumental 
mufic*. 

Notwithftanding  this  redaction,  we  cannot  but  be  aftonilhed, 
at  firft  fight,  at  this  great  number  of  characters  formerly  employ- 
ed in  mufic,  forgetting  how  very  numerous  they  are  even  with 
ourfelves,  fince  our  keys,, our  fharps,  and  fiats  change  the  import 
b.  ■  ■■        1  ■  1  ■ — — — ■  ■  ■■^■■i  «!■  ■■  — 

i  Mem.  dc  1' Acad.  t.  v.  p.  1 8*.         I      1  Mem.  dc  l'Acad.  %,  xxi.  p.  2C*. 

k  Dia.  de  Mat  a  1*  Art.  Notes.         | 
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of  a  note  placed  on  each  line,  and  at  each  interval.  The  Greeks 
bad  more  than  we  have,  their  fcele  acquired  consequently  rather 
more  ftudy  than  ours.  But  I  am  far  from  thinking  with  M.  Bu- 
rette, that  whole  years  wore  neceffary  t»  ien4ei  it  familiar. 

^^^— — —     '  "«^«www— p^pwiiiijui  in 

SAME  C«AP.-~P4Q8i25. 

On  the  Doric  and  Phrygian  Harmonies. 

Avrooms  are  not  perfc&ly  agreed  refp«fti$g  (he  «hara£Ur  of  tho 
Phrygian  harmony.  According  to  Plato,  it  was  more  tranquil 
than  the  Doric,  infpircd  moderation*  and  waa  foitable.to  dove* 
tien*.  According  to  Ariflotle,  it  wm  turbulent,  and  fitted  fot 
cothufiafin  ».  He  quotes  the  am  of  Olympus^,  which  tilled  tbo 
foul  with  a  divine  fury,  Yet  Olympus  bad  competed  on  tbie 
mode  a  Nomas  for  the  fage  Minerva  ^  fiyagois,  ft  ill  more  anw 
eient  than  Olympus,  and  author  of  fever al  facred  hymns,  alwaya 
employed  in  them  the  Phrygian  harmony  q. 


SAME    CHAP.— Page  126. 

Of  the  CkaraEltr  of  Mvfic  in  its  OrigmS 

Plutarch  fays  that  the  muficians  of  his  time  made  vain  attempts 
to  imitate  the  manner  of  Orpheus.  The  celebrated  Tartini  ex- 
prefles  himfeif  in  the  fame  terms,  when  fpeaking  of  the  ancient 
chants  and  hymns  of  the  churcfh  :  Bifogna,  fays  he,  confeffar  cer- 
tamente  effervene  quakheduna  {Cantilena)  taimente  piena  dl  gaviti, 
moe/la,  e  dolce%%a  congiunia  a  fomma  fimplicita  mujicale,  cbe  noi 
moderni  duraremmo  fatica  motta  per  produrne  di  eguali r  *. 


*  Be  Rep.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  399- 

n  Id.  ibid.  lib.  8.  t.  ii.  p.  459- 

0  P.  ASS- 

?  Plut.  do  Muf.  t.  ii.  p.  1 143* 

«  Mem.  de  r  Acad,  det  Bell.  Lettr. 

t.x.P.  »57- 
r  Tartin.  Trattat.  <h  Muf;  f .  144-    ' 


*  It  muuY  be  confefied,  that  there 
are  fome  fo  full  of  gravity,  majeftr, 
and  fweetnefs,  conjoined  with  the  moft 
perfect  roufical  fimpUcity,  that  to  equal 
them  would  certainly  coft  our  modern 
compofers  prodigious  labour. 
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SAME   CHAR— Pag*  132. 

On  ajingular  Exprtjfion  of  Plato. 

Tojoftify  this  expreflion,  we  muft  recoiled  the  extreme  licen- 
tioufncfi  which  prevailed  in  mod  of  the  Grecian  republics  in  the 
days  of  Plato.  After  attacking  iriftitutions,  to  the  objects  of 
which  it  was  a  ftranger,  it  fucceflivcly  deftroy  ed  the  mod  (acred 
ties  which  collect  the  body  politic.  The  firft  encroachment  was 
to  introduce  alterations  in  the  hymns  confecrated  to  the  worfhip  of 
the  gods,  and  the  next  ftep  to  fport  with  oaths  rendered  in  their 
prefence  \  Some  philofophers  obffcrving  this  general  corruption* 
had  the  courage  to  advance,  that,  in  a  date  governed  ftill  more 
by  manm%s  than  by  laws,  the  fmalleft  innovations  are  attended 
with  danger,  as  they  are  foon  likely  to  be  followed  by  ftill  greater. 
It  was  not  mufic  alone,  therefore,  which  they  wiihed  to  fecure 
from  innovation  j  the  prohibition  extended  to  the  games,  to  pub* 
lie  exhibitions,  to  gymnaftic  exercifes  c.  Thefe  ideas  too  were 
borrowed  from  the  Egyptians.  That  people,  or  rather  thofe  wbo 
governed  them,  jealous  of  maintaining  their  authority,  could  con- 
ceive no  better  method  to  reprefe  the  reftleflnefs  of  the  minds  of 
men,  than  to  arreft  them  in  their  firft  attempts  at  novelty  :  hence 
thofe  laws  which  prohibited  artifts  from  in  the  lead  indulging  their 
genius  and  fancy,  and  obliged  them  fer vilely  to  copy  their  prede- 
cefibrs  u. 


SAME    C  H  A  P.— Page  135. 

On  the  Effea  of  Mufic. 

Tut  following  is  an  obfervation  of  Tartini  *  :  "  Mufic  is  but  the 
art  of  combining  founds  j  nothing  now  remains  of  it  but  its  mate- 
terial  part,  divefted  of  all  that  fpirit  with  which  it  formerly  was 
animated.     By  qegle&ing  the  rules  which  directed  its  operation 

s  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  ii.  p.  701.    |      u  Id.  de  Leg.  lib.  a,  t.  ii.  p.  6j6- 
*  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  4.  t,  ii.  p.  4*4 ;  I-     *  Tartini,  Tratt.  di  Muf.  p.  141  et 
44  Ug.  t.  ii  lib-  7,  p.  797.  I  145, 
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Co  a  Angle  point,  its  objeft  is  now  vague  and  general.  If  I  ex- 
perience from  it  irapreflions  of  joy  or  grief,  they  are  wild  and 
indefinite ;  for  the  effeft  of  the  art  is  perfect  only  when  it  is  fpe- 
cific  and  individual," 


CHAP.   XXXI.— Pace  190. 

On  the  Commencement  of  the  Cycle  of  Met  on. 

The  day  on  which  Meton  placed  the  fummer  folftice  correfponded 
with  the  27th  of  June  of  our  Julian  year  j  and  that  on  which  he 
commenced  his  new  cycle  with  the  1 6th  of  July  y. 

The  19  folar  year*  of  Meton  contained  6940  days  z.  The  19 
lunar  years,  together  with  their  7  intercalary  months,  wm  235 
lunations,  which,  at  30  days  each,  give  7050  days :  they  were, 
therefore,  longer  than  the  former  by  1 10  days.  To  render  them 
equal,  Meton  reduced  no  lunations  to  29  days  each,  which  left 
$940  days  for  the  19  lunar  years  a. 


SAME   C  H  A  P.— Page  192. 

Ob  lie  Length  of  the  Solar  and  Lunar  years,  as  determined  by 

Meton, 

>  • 

Five  nineteenths  of  a  day  make  6  hours,  18  minutes,  56  feconds, 
50  thirds,  &c.  The,vfolalr  year  of  Meton,  therefore,  contained 
365  days,  6  hours,  18',  56",  50'" b.  Our  modern '  aftronomers 
compute  it  to  contain  365  days,  5  hours,  48',  43  or  45" c.  The 
difference  between  our  year  and  that  of  Meton  is  therefore  30  mi- 
nutes and  about  12  feconds. 


V  See  Scaliger,  de  Emend.  Temp, 
lib.  a. .p.  77.  PetaV.  de  Do&.  Temp, 
t.  i.  p.  63,  et  Var.  Diflert.  lib.  6.  cap. 
10.  t.  iit.  p.  131.  Ricciol.  Almag.  t. 
i.  p.  242.  Freret,  Mem.  de  TAcad. 
des  Ecll.  Lcttr.  Hift,  t,  xviii.  p.  144- 
podwell,  &c. 


z  Cenfor.  cap.  18. 

a  Gemin.  ap.  Petav.  t.  iii.  p.  23, 

b  Pctav.  de  Dod.  Temp.  t.  i.  p.  62. 
Ricciol.  Alroag.  lib.  4.  p.  242.   ' 

c  De  Lalande,  Aftraoom.  t.  i.  p.  SS* 
Baill.  Hift  de  I'Aurozi.  Anc.  p.  448. 
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The  fyoodical  revolution  of  the  moon  wii  performed,  accord 
fug  to  Metoo,  in  29  days  J  2  hours,  4.5',  57",  a6v,  &c*.  Bj 
modern  obtenrations,  it  is  performed  in  29  days,  12  boon,  u\ 
3*,  10%  &c e.  The  lanar  year  of  Meton  contained  354  dajt, 
£  hours  n't  39",  21%  and  was  fhorter  than  the  folar'year  bj  iq 
days,  2X  hours,  ff  27*,  29"' f. 


SAMS  CHAP.— Paob  194. 

On  tbi  Dials  of  tbt  Ancients. 

Wi  may  form  fome  idea  pf  thefe  dials  from  the  following  exam* 
pie.  Palkdiui  Rutilius,  who  lifed  about  the  fifth  century  afte: 
*  4phrift,4tnd  has  left  us  a  treatife  on  agriculture,  has  placed  at  the 
end  of  each  month  a  table,  in  which  is  given  the  correfpoodence 
of  the  dirifions  of  the  flay,  with  the  different  lengths  of  the  fbs, 
dow  of  the  gnomons.  It  muft  be  obierved,  firft,  that  this  cone* 
fpondence  is  the  fame  in  the  months  eqddiftant  from  the  folftice, 
in  January  and  December,  February  and  November,  &c.  j  2dly^ 
that  the  length  of  the  fliadow  is  the  fame  for  the  hgurs  equidifbutf 
from  noon*    The  following  is  the  table  for  January* 


Hours 

I.   and 

XI. 

Feet 

29, 

H. 

II.  and 

X. 

F. 

19. 

H. 

III.  and 

IX. 

F. 

»5- 

H. 

JV.  and 

VIII. 

F. 

13. 

H. 

V.  and 

VII, 

F. 

IO. 

H.  VI.  and  F.  9. 

This  dial  feems  to  have  been  adapted  to  the  climate  of  Rons? 
The  paffages  I  have  cited  in  the  text  prove  that  fimilar  ones  were 
conftrufted  for  that  of  Athens.  For  further  particulars,  the  reader 
may  confult  the  learned  authors  who  have  written  an  the  dials  of 
the  ancients  h. 


<*  Petav.  ibid.  t.  i.  p.  6».  I      h  Sahnaf.  Bxercit.  in  Solio.  1 1  a. 

e  De  Lalande.  ibid.  t.  ii.  p.  491.       J  63a.  Cafeub.  in  Atheo.  lib.  6  af>  >°*. 


*  Peut.  ibid.  |  ct  lib.  9.  cap.  17.  PctaY.  Var.lwfy 

Google 


*  Peut.  ibid.  1  ct  lib.  9.  cap.  17.  J 

s  PaUad.ad.  Scriflt.  Rci  Raft.  t«  U.  J  t,  UL  lib.  7.  cap.  t. 
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CHAP.  XXXIII.— Page  2X0. 

On  tie  Voyages  of  Plato  to  Sicily* 

Plato  made  three  voyages  to  Sicily,  the  firft  in  the  feign  of 
Dionyfius  the  elder,  and  the  two  others  in  that  of  the  younger 
Dionyfius,  who  afcended  the  throne  in  the  year  367  before 
thrift. 

The  firft  muft  be  placed  in  the  year  389  before  that  sera,  fince 
Plato,  on  the  one  hand,  fays  that  he  was  then  forty  yean  of  age '  $ 
nod  there  is  other  evidence  to  prove  that  he  was  born  in  the  yeay 
429  before  Chrift  \ 

The  date  of  the  two  laft  voyages  has  been  determined  folely 
from  an  erroneous  calculation  of  father  Corfini,  the  only  learnt 
ed  modern  perhaps  who  has  be  flowed  any  attention  on  the  fab* 
je&.  The  following  fads  will  ferve  to  clear  up  this  point  of 
chronology* 

'  Plato  journeyed  into  Sicily  with  a  defign  of  effecting  a  recon- 
ciliation between  Dion  and  the  king  of  Syracufe,  He  remained 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  months  in  that  country  j  and,  on  his  return, 
finding  Dion  at  the  Olympic  gaines,  informed  him  of  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  his  negotiation.  Let  us,  therefore,  determine  the  year 
in  which  thefe  games  were  celebrated,  and  we  (haU  have  the  date 
of  the  laft  voyage  of  Plato.  We  might  perhaps  hefitate  between, 
the  games  of  the  304th,  305th,  and  306th  Olympiads,  that  is,  be- 
tween the  years  364,  360,  and  3  j(J  before  Chrift  $  but  the  fol« 
lowing  remark  removes  all  difficulty. 

In  the  firft  months  of  Plato's  refidence  at  Syracufe,  tnere  was  % 
vifible  eclipfe  of  the  fun1.  After  his  interview  with  Dion,  the 
latter  determined  to  attempt  an  expedition  into  Sicily,  and,  whilft 
he  was  embarking  his  troops  at  Zacynthus,  there  happened,  in 
the  midft  of  fummer,  a  lunar  eclipfe,  which  terrified  the  fol* 
diersm.     The  Olympic  year  in  queftion,  therefore,  muft  have 

i  Plat.  Epift.  t.  iii.  p.  314.  1      '  Wat.  in  Dion.  t.  »•  p.  }(f . 

■   k  Corfini,   DuTert.  de  Natal.   Die.  I      a  Id.  ibid.  p.  968; 
Wat.  in  Symbol  Utter,  vol.  vi.  p.  J7- 1 
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been,  lft,  preceded  by  a  folar  eclipfc,  about  a  year  before,  and 
vifible  at  Syracufe  j  adly,  it  rouft  have  been  followed  one,  two, 
or  even  three  years  after,  by  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon  happening  in 
the  hotted  part  of  the  fummer,  and  viJiblc  at  Zacynthus.  Now, 
on  the  1 2th  of ,  May,  361  before  Chr^l,  at  four  in  the  afternoon 
there  was  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  vifible  at  Syracufe  5  and  on  the 
9th  of  Auguft  357  before  Chrift,  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  vifible 
at  Zacynthus  :  hence  it  follows,  that  the  third  voyage  of  Plato 
was  in  the  raring  of  361,  and  the  expedition  of  Dion  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  357  j  and  as  it  appears  by  the  letters  of  Plato  n,  that 
only  two  or  three  years  had  el  a  pled  between  the  end  of  his  fecond 
voyage,  and  the  beginning  of  the  third,  the  fecond  may  be  placed 
in  the  year  364  before  the  Chriflian  sera. 

I  have  been  led  (o  this  conclufion  by  a  table  of  eclipfes,  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  M.  de  Lelande,  and  which  contains  all 
the  folar  and  lunar  eclipfes,  the  former  as  vifible  at  Syracufe,  the 
latter  at  Zacynthus,  from  the  acceflion  of  the  younger  Dionyfius 
to  the  throne,  in  the  year  367,  to  the  year  350  before  Chrift. 
The  reader  will  perceive,  that  any  other  Olympic  year  but  that 
of  360  would  be  inadequate  to  the  folution  of  the  problem*  He 
will  hence  difcover  likewife  a  chronological  error  of  father  Cor. 
fini,  which  would  readily  be  perpetuated  under  the  ianftion  of  his 
name,  were  not  care  taken  to  correct  it. 

This  learned  author  fuppofes,  as  I  alfo  do,  that  Plato  gave  an 
account  of  his  la  ft  voyage  to  Dion  at  the  Olympic  games  of  the 
year  360  5  but  he  proceeds  on  a  falfe  fuppofition  j  for,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  9th  of  Auguft  of  that  year,  the  lunar  eclipfe  which 
happened  in  357  he  fixes  for  the  year  360,  and  at  an  interval  on- 
ly of  a  few  days,  the  expedition  of  Dion  and  bis  interview  with 
Plato  at  the  Olympic  games  °.  This  is  not  the  place  here  to  re- 
fute the  inferences  he  draws  from  the  erroneous  calculation  which 
he  has  made,  or  which  was  made  for  him,  of  this  eclipfe.  Let  us 
adhere  to  certain  fads.  The  lunar  eclipfe  of  the  9th  of  Auguft 
was  unqueftionably  of  the  year  357  j  the  departure,  therefore,  of 


n  Plat.  t.  iii.  tpffl,  3.  p.  317,  epift.  I      °  Corfin.  Differ*,  de  Nat.  Die.  Pkt^ 
J-  P«  33&  .  _       J  in  SymM.  letter.  ^ol  vi.  p.  114. 
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t)ibn  for  Sicily  was  in  the  month  of  Auguft  357*  His  meeting 
with  Plato  was  at  the  laftfeftival  of  Olympia:  Plato  then,  on  hi* 
return  from  his  third  voyage,  attended  at  the  Olympic  games  of 
the  year  360.  I  could  demon  ft  rate  that  the  eclipfe  juftifies,  oil 
this  occafioo,  the  chronology  of  Diodorns  Siculuspj  but  it  is 
time  to  conclude  this  note. 


CHAP.    XXXIV.— Page  236. 

On  the  Names  of  the  Mufes* 

Erato  fignifies  the  amiable ;  Urania,  the  celeftial ;  Calliope  may 
fignify  elegance  of  language  >  Euterpe,  Jhe  who  "pUafetb  $  Thalia* 
lively  joy »,  and  ej/uciaily  the  fejlivity  of  banquets ,-  Melpomene,  Jhe 
who  delightetb  in  finging  ;  Polymnia,  Multiplicity  offongs  ;  Terpfi- 
chore,  Jhe  who  delightetb  in. the  dance  ;  Clio,  glory* 


SAME    C  H  A  P.— Paqb  237. 
On  the  fecret  Outlets  of  the  Cavern  of  Trophonius. 

A  short  time  after  the  journey  of  Anacharfis  to  Lebadea,  one  of 
the  attendants  of  king  Demetrius  came  to  confult  that  oracle. 
The  priefts  fufpedted  his  intentions.  He  was  feen  to  enter  the  ca- 
vern, but  never  to  come  out  of  it.  Some  days  after,  his  body 
was  thrown  out  of  the  cave,  by  an  outlet  different  from  that  by 
which  it  was  commonly  entered  q. . 


SAME    C  H  A  P.— Pagb  242. 

On  the  Circumferepce  6f  the  City  of  Thebes.  " 

In  the  poetical  defcription  of  the  ftate   of  Greece,  by  Dicaar- 
chusr,  the  circumference  of  Thebes  is  faid  to  be  43  ftadia,  or 

'  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  16.  p.  413.  |       r  Ap.  Geograph.  Mia.  t  ii.  p.  7.  v 

«  Paufan.  lib.  9.  cap.  39.  p.  79*.      J    94  ct  95. 

I  1  UJ 
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one  league  and  fomething  more  than  a  half.  In  tie  profit  de« 
Jcription  of  the  fame  author  (page  14%  we  are  told  that  it  waa 
70  ftadia,  or  two  leagues  and  more  than  a  half.  This  is  fnppofei 
to  be  an  error'  of  the.  copy i  ft  in  the  latter  text.  It  may  be 
at  reafiraably  fuppofcd,  that  the  aathor,  in  the  firft  paflage,  {peak* 
of  the  circumference  of  the  lower  town,  and  that  in  the  fecoad 
he  includes  the  citadel. 

Dicaearchus  is  not  fpeaking  of  .the  Thebes  deflroyed  by  Alex- 
ander, the  Thebes  mentioned  in  this  work.  But  as  Paufaniaa  at 
fares  us  %  that  CaiTander,  when  he  rebuilt  it,  reftored  its  ancient 
walls,  it  appears  that  the  ancient  and  modern  city  were  of  the  fame 
circumference. 


WW 


SAME  CHAP.— Pag*  143. 

On  tit  Number  of  Inhabitants  at  Tfctbts. 

Wx  can  only  approach  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  Thebes  by 
conjectural  computation*  When  that  city  was  taken  by  Alexan* 
der,  upwards  of  fix  thoufand  perfons  pertthed,  and  more  thaq 
thirty  thoufand  were  fold  for  (laves.  The  priefts,  and  thofc  who 
were  connected,  by  the  ties  of  hofpitality  or  other  means,  with 
Alexander  or  his  father  Philip,  were  fpared.  Many  citiaens,  no 
doubt,  fled  '•  From  thefe  data,  therefore,  we  may  prelumc,  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Thebes,  and  its  diftrid,  might  at 
mount  to  fifty  thoufand  of  all  ages  and  fexes,  without  including 
Haves.  The  Baron  de  Sainte-Croix  confiders  this  cftimaie  as 
/exaggerated".     I  venture  not  to  be  of  his  opinion. 


»  Lib.  a.  cap.  7.  p.  715.  I     u  Exam.  Crit.  de  lUiiU  d'Ak* 

*  *  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  17.  p.  497.  Plat,  in  j  p.  46. 
Akx.t.i.  p..*7Q.  JUiaa.  Ub.  13.  c.  7. 
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CHAP;   XXXV— PA«t  i& 

On  tU  StoUef  which  fent  Deputies  to  the  Amphi&yomc  Comeik 

Anciew  authors  differ  refpediag  the  ftates  which  fent  deputies  to 
this  council.  ,£fchines,  whom  I  have  cited  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  and  whofe  teftimony  is,  at  leap  for  his  time,  preferable  td 
any  other,  as  he  was  himfelf  a  deputy,  names  the  Theffalians,  the 
Boeotians,  the  Dorians,  the .  Ionians,  the  Perrhssbians,  the  Mag* 
nefians,  the  Locrians,  the  Oeteans,  the  Phthians,  the  Malians,  and 
the  Phocians+  Copyift*  have  omitted  the  twelfth,  which  critics 
fuppofe  to  have  been  the  Dolopians. 


SAME  CHAP.— Paoi  281* 

On  the  Height  of  Mount  Olympus. 

PltT AicH *  gives  us  ah  ancient  infeription,  by  which  it  appear* 
that  Xenagoras  had  found  the  height  of  Olympus  to  be  10  ftadi* 
and  I  plethrum,  wanting  fix  feet*  The  plethrum,  according  td 
Suidas,  was  the  fixth  part  of  a  ftadium,  and  consequently  contain* 
ed  15  toifes,  4  feet,  6  inches.  Dedud  thefo  4  feet  6  inches,  and 
there  remain  15  toifes,  which  added  to  the  945  given  us  by  th* 
20  fladia,  we  have  960  toifes  (2045  yards  Englifh)  for  the  height 
of  Olympus.  M.  Bernouilli,  by  his  meafurement,  finds  it  to  be 
lOiyteifes  r  (or  2167  yards). 


CHAP.  XXXVL— Paob  292. 

On  the  Burning  Fountain  of  Dodona* 

tf *Aixt  the  fame  account  was  given  of  the  burning  fountain  £<• 
tuated  at  three  leagues  from  Grenoble,  long  eenfidered  as  one  of 

?  FiuLAniLt  &.».»•>  J  Bu&n.Epcq.d6ktfotiitlp.jo* 
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the  fevcn  wonders  of  Dauphine\     But  the  prodigy  has  vaniiW 
iince  the  caufcs  which  produced  it  have  been  inveftigated  *. 


CHAP.    XXXVIL—Page  324. 

On  Dxdalvs  of  Sic  yon* 

• 

The  ancient  writers  often  fpeak  of  Daedalus  of  Athens,  to  whom 
they  attribute  the  mod  important  difco  veriest  in  arts  and  trades  j 
the  faw,  the  axe,  the  wimole,  ifinglafs,  (hip  fails,  marts,  &c.  In 
Crete  was  (hown  a  labyrinth  of  his  conftrultion  5  in  Sicily,  a  ci- 
tadel and  baths  *,  large  edifices  in  Sardinta,vand  every  where  a 
great  number  of  ftatues  *.  Prior  to  Dxdalus,  it  is  added,  ilatues 
had  their  eyes  (hut,  their  arms  clofely  adhering  to  the  body,  and 
their  feet  joined  j  he  opened  their  eye-lids,  and  detached  their 
feet  and  hands  K  It  was  this  Daedalus,  in  fine,  who  contrived  to 
give  motion  to  wooden  figures  by  means  of  quickfilver,  or  by  fe- 
cxct  internal  fprings  c.  It  mull  be  obferved^  that  he  is  ftyled  a 
contemporary  of  Minos,  and  that  moil  of  the  difcoveries,  the  ho- 
nour of  which  is  given  to  him,  are  attributed  by  other  writers  to 
mrtifts^who  lived  long  after  his  time. 

By  comparing  the  hints  furni.fhed  by  authors  and  monuments, 
it  appears  to  me  that  painting  and  fculpture  did  not  make  any 
progrefs  among  the  Greeks  before  the  two  centuries,  one  of 
which  preceded,  and  the  other  fucceeded,  the  firft  Olympiad, 
fixed  at  the  year  776  before  the  Chri!*ian  a:ra.  M.  de  la  Nauze 
has  drawn  the  fame  conclufion  from  his  refearches  relative  to 
painting d.  * 

,  I  therefojg  thought  that  I  might,  with  the  greateft  probability, 
attribute  the  changes  in  the  form  of  the  ancient  ftatues  to  this 
Daedalus  of  Sicyon,  who  is  frequently  mentioned  by  Paufamas  c, 


*  Mem.  dc  I'Acad.  dei  Science*, 
•arcs  1699,  p.  2,3.  Hill.  Crit.  d« 
Frat;  \.  Supcrft.  t.  i.  p.  44- 

a  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  4-  P-  *S5  ct  376. 
Plin.  lib.  7.  cap.  56.  p.  414.  Paufan. 
lib.  9  cap.  40.  p.  793.  ' 

b  Id.  ibid.  p.  a  7  6.  Themift.  Orat. 
?6.  p.  316.     Suid.  in.A<u2*x. 

7 


c  Plat.  in.  Meo.  *.  ii.  p.  97.  Arifh 
dc  Anim  lib.  1.  cap.  3*  t.  i.  p.  622. 
Td.  de  Rrp.  Kb.  I.  cap.  4.  t.  i.  p.  »9y» 
Scalig.  Animad.  in  Euieb.  p.  45. 

d  Mem.  dc  l'Acad.%  des  Bell.  Lettr. 
t.  aexv.  p.  tA?.' 

c  Ub.  (.  cap.  3.  p.  457.  Id.  Kb. 
le.cap.  9.  p.  819. 
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tad  who  lived  in  the  interval  between  the  year  700  and  the  year 
-600  before  Chrift.  The  following  tefti  monies  feem  favourable  to 
this  fuppofition. 

Some,  fays  Paufanias f ,  gave  Daedalus  for  pupils  Dipoenus  rot 
Scyllis,  whom  Pliny K  places  before  j  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  and  to- 
wards the  50th  Olympiad,  beginning  in  the  year  580  before  Chrill, 
which  would  carry  back  the  age  of  Daedalus  to  about  the  year 
610  before  that  sera. 

ArSftotle,  quoted  by  Pliny h,  afferts  that  Euchir,  a  relation  of 
Daedalus,  was  the  fir  A  inventor  of  painting  among  the  Greeks. 
If  this  Euchir  be  the  fame  who  applied  himfelf  to  plaftice,  an! 
accompanied  Demaratus  of  Corinth  into  Italy1,  this  new  fyj*. 
chronifm  will  confirm  the  preceding  date;  for  Demaratus  was 
father  of  Tarquin  the  elder,  who  afccndcd  the  throne  about  the 
year  614  before  Chrift. 

Lnftly,  Athenagoras  k,  after  fpeaking  of  different  artlfls  of  Co- 
rinth and  Sicyon,  who  lived  pofterior  to  Hefiod  and  Homer,  add*, 
"  After  them  appeared  Daedalus  and  Theodorus,  who  nc»  *£ 
Miletus,  the  inventors  of  ftatuary  and  plaftice.*' 

I  do  not  deny  the  exiftince  of  a  very  ancient  Daedalus  j  I  only- 
fay  that  the  firft  improvement  of  fculpture  mould  be  afcribed  to 
the  Daedalus  of  Sicyon. 


CHAP.    XXXVIIL— Page  340. 

On  the  Ornaments  of  the  throne  of  Jupiter* 

It  may  be  prefumed  that  thefe  thirty-feven  figures  were  in  reHert^ 
and  placed  on  the  t  raver  Fes  of  the  throne.  The  fubjecls  repre- 
fented  on  each  of  the  feet  might  like  wife  be  differently  difpofeJ 
from  the  idea  I  have  adopted.  The  defcription  of  Paufanias  is 
extremely  concife  and  vague.  By  endeavouring  to  clear  it  up,  we 
ran  the  rilk  of  confufing  outfelves  ;  by  adhering  to  a  literal  trans- 
lation, there  is  a  danger  of  not  being  under  flood. 

f  Lib.  *.  cap.  15.  p.  143-  I      l  plin- Jib-  35-  caP-  i*.p-  7*0. 

t  Lib.  36.  cap.  4.  P-  7*4*  I      \  Apolog.  p.  ia$. 

*  Lib.  7  p.  41 7-  I 
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SAME   CHAP— Pa«i  349. 

Oh  the  QrSer  of  the  ComhaU  at  the  Olympic  Garnet. 

This  order  varied  from  the  frequent  greater  or  left  number  of 
the  combats,  and  the  changes  induced  bf  motives  of  conve- 
nience. The  order  I  have  affigned  them,  is  not  conformable  to 
the  teftimonies  of  Xenophon1  and  Paufanias**  But  thefc  au- 
thors, who  do  not  perfectly  agree  between  themfelves,  fpeak 
only  of  three  or  four  combats ;  and  we  have  no  light  to  dired  us 
with  refped  to  the  difpofition  of  others.  In  this  ftate  of  unccr- 
tainty,  I  thought  it  better  to  aim  at  perfpicuity.  I  nave  firft 
ipoken  of  the  different  courfes  of  men,  horfes,  and  chariots,  and 
then  of  the  combats  which  took  place  in  a  circumfcribed  {pace 
fuch  as  wreftling,  boxing,  &c.  This  is  nearly  the  arrangment 
propofed  by  Plato  in  his  treatife  on  laws  \ 


SAME   CHAP.— Pag  j  360. 

On  Polydamos* 

Pausanias  and  Suidas  °  make  this  athleta  live  in  the  time  of  Da- 
rius Nothus  king  of  Perfia,  about  fixty  years  before  the  Olympic 
games*  in  which  I  fuppofe  that  he  prefented '  himfelf  to  com- 
bat. But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  inhabitants  of  Pellene  affirmed 
that  Polydamas  was  vanquifhed  at  the  Olympic  games  by  one  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  named  Prqmachus,  who  lived  in  the  time  of 
Alexander  p.  This  difficulty  in  chronology  is  of  very  little  im- 
portance j  but  1  thought  it  proper  to  mention  it,  that  it  may  not 
be  urged  againil  me, 

1  Hffl.  Grate,  lib.  7.  p.  638,  I     °  Pmuid.  lib.  6*  cap.  5.  p.  464* 

m  Lib.  5.  p.  396.  *         I  Said,  in  n«Xi4. 

a  Lib.  I.  t,ii.p.  833.  I     *  Id.  lib.  7*  cap.  »7»p. $$$* 
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•  RAP.  XXXIX*— Page  371. 
Oo  ths  Rffijena  of  Xinofbon  qt  Scillus, 

A  short  time  before  the  battle  of  Mantinea,  b  the  year  363  be- 
fore Chrift,  the  Eleans  deftroyed  Scillus,  and  Xenophon  retired 
to  Corinth  »,  where  I  place  him  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  this  work. 
An  ancient  author  affirms  that  he  there  ended  his  days k.  Butf 
according  to  Paufanias,  his  tomb  was  preferred  in  the  diftrid  of 
Scillus  c  $  and  Plutarch  afftfres  us,  that,  in  this  retreat,  Xenophon 
oompofed  his  hiftory  *,  which  comes  down  to  the  year  357  before 
Chrift  *•  We  may  therefore  fuppofc,  that,  after  having  re'fided 
feme  time  at  Corinth,  he  returned  to  Scillus,  where  he  pafled  th# 
latter  years  of  bis  life. 


CHAP.    XI,.— Page  404* 

On  tie  Foundation  tf  Meffina. 

Paosamias  tells  us,  that  after  the  taking  of  Ira,  that  is,  about  the) 
year  66$  before  Chrift,  {be  Mcffenians,  iwtfer  the  conduft  of 
Gorgus,  fou  of  Ariftomenes,  went  into  Italy,  and  joined  theis 
upns  with  thofe  of  Anaxita,  tyrant  of  Rhegium,  drove  out  the 
inhabitants,  and  gave  to  that  city  the  name  q£  AfcSena  (a*  pre* 

lent  Medina ')• 

This  account  is  directly  contrary  both  to  that  of  Herodotus  and 
that  of  Thucydides.  According  to  the  former,  Darius,  fon  of 
Hyftafpes,  having  fobdued  Ionia,  which  had  revolted  againft  him, 
the  people  of  Samos,  and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Miletus,  re- 
tired to  Sicily,  where,  by  the  advice  of  Anaxilas,  tyrant  of  Rbe- 
gium,  they  feized  on  the  city  of  Zancle  *•  The  date  of  this  e* 
vent  is  toward  the  year  495  before  Chrift,  and  pofterior  by  about 
173  years  to  the;  time  at  which  Paufanias.  places  the  reign  of 


*  Diogeo.  Laert.  lib.  %.  {  53. 
h  Demetr.  Magn.  ap.  Dioe. 

|bid\  J  56*. 

c  Pauiaa.  lib.  5/p.  389. 

*  ?lufcde2sjl*t#ii«p.foj. 


fcaert. 


c  Xenoph.   Hift.   Gr*JC  lib.  6. 
6ox.    Dio<J.  Sic.  lib.  j6*  p.  4I& 
f  Pati&o.  Ub.  4.  cap.  %$.  p.  33J. 
t  fitrpta*  Ub.  i»  Jap.  a*  ct  aj. 
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Anaxilas,  and  the  change  of  the  name  of  Zancle  into  that  of 
Meficna. 

Thucydide?  relates,  that  a  body  of  Samians  and  other  Ionianif 
driven  from  their  country  by  the  Medes,  feized  on  Zancle  in  Si- 
cily* He  adds,  that,  not  long  after,  Anaxilas,  tyrant  of  Rhe» 
gium,  made  himfelf  matter  of  this  city,  and  gave  it  the  name  of 
Meffcna,  becaufe  he  was  himfelf  originally  from  Meffena  h. 

Father  Corfini,  who  had  at  firft  fufpefted  that  there  might  have 
been  two  princes  of  the  name  of  Anaxilas  i,  has  acknowledged, 
on  farther  examination,  that  Paufanias  has  miftaken  the  time  k. 
It  is  manifeft  indeed,  from  various  circumftances,  that  Anaxilas 
xeigned  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Marathon,  or  about  the  year 
490  before  Chrift.  I  (hall  only  add  two  obfer  rations  to  thofe  of 
Father  Corfini. 

'  ift,  Before  this  battle,  there  had  been  a  revolt  in  Mefienia, 
which,  in  part,  prevented  the  Lacedaemonians  from  being  preient 
at  the  battle  '•  It  fucceeded  no  better  than  the  former  had  done, 
and  it  was  then,  no  doubt,  that  the  Meflenians,  after  their  defeat, 
took  refuge  with  Anaxilas  of  Rhegium,  whom  they  induced  to 
fcize  on  the  city  Zancle,  which  afterward  bore  the  name  of  Mef- 
faia* 

2dly,  If  it  were  true,  as  Paufanias  affirms,  -that  this  city  had 
changed  its  -name  immediately  after  the  fecond  war  of  Mefienia, 
it  would  follow  that  the  ancient  coins  on  which  we  read  Danclet 
nauft  be  anterior  to  the  year  668  before  Cbrift,  which  their  fabric 
will  not  permit  us  to  fuppofe. 


CHAP.    XLI.— Page  426. 

On  the  Number  of  the  bribes  of  Sparta. 

In  almoft  all  the  great  cities  of  Greece,  the  citizens  were  divided 
into  tribes*  At  Athens,  there  were  ten  tribes.  Cragius  m  fup- 
pofes  Lacedaemon  to  have  contained  fix,  viz.  thofe  of  the  Hera- 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  6.  cap.  4  ct  5.  I      1  Plat,  de  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.  li  p.  69*. 

i  Corfm.  Faft.  Attic,  t.  iii.  p.  140.  m  De  Rep.  Laced,  lib.  I.  cap.  6* 

■  Id.  ibid.  p.  1SS*  I  '  , 
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clidas,  Jthe  JEgidse,  the  Limnatae,  the  Cynofureans,  the  Meffoatae, 
*nd  the  Pi  tan  at  ae.  The  exigence  of  the  firft  of  thefe  is  not  prov- 
ed by  any  exprefa  teftimony  j  Cragius  has  only  founded  it  on  very 
feeble  conjectures,  and  I  have  therefore  rejected  it. 

The  five  other  tribes  are  expref&ly  mentioned  in  authors,  or  oa 
ancient  monuments  5  that  of  the  JEgidse,  in  Herodotus  n ;  thole 
©f  the  Cynofuraeans  and  Pitanatae,  in  Hcfychius°j  that  of  the 
Meffoatae,  in  Stephen  of  Byzantium  pj  and  laftly,  that  of  the 
Limnatae,  in  an  infcriptk>B  which  the  Abbe*  Fourmont  difcoverel 
in  the  ruins  of  Sparta  q.  Paufanias  mentions  four  of  thefe  tribes, 
when  he  tells  us  that  at  the  celebration  of  a  facrifice  which  had 
been  offered  to  Diana  from  the  earlieft  times,  a  di(pute  arofe  between 
the  Limnatae,  the  Cynofuraeans,  the  Meffoatae,  and  the  Pita* 
pataer. 

It  may  be  here  alked,  whether,  becaofe  we  find  no  mention  of 
snore  than  thefe  five  tribes,  it  follows  that  they  (hould  therefore 
be  confined  to  that  nqmber.  I  anfwer,  that  we  have  very  ftrong 
prefumptive  reafoos  why  they  (hould  not  be  increafed.  We  have  . 
feen  above,  that  there  were  at  Athens  feveral  bodies,  confifting 
each  of  ten  magiftrates  chofen  from  ths  ten  tribes. .  In  the  fame 
manner,  we  find  at  Sparta  feveral  magi  (trades,  ezercifed  each  by 
five  public  officers  j  as  that  of  the  Ephori,  that  of  the  Bidtaei  % 
and  that  of  the  Agathoergi  t,  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
each  tribe  iurnifhed  one  of  thefe  officers. 


SAME    CHAP— Page  426. 
On  the  Plan  of  Lacedcemon* 

I  have  ventured,  after  the  feeble  lights  which  have  been  tranfmit- 
ted  to  us  by  ancient  authors,  to  prefent  the  reader  with  fomc  ge- 
neral ideas  on  the  topography  of  Lacedaemon, 

n  Lib.  4.  cap.  149.  I  Reg.  Fran. . 

9  In  Kvfog  et  in  WrmuAr.  •  I       r  Paufan.  lib.  3.  cap.  16.  p.  349. 

V  In  Ml#r.  J       «  ?d.  ibid.  cap.  n.  p.  331. 

*  Infcript,   Fourmont,  in  Bibliotfc.  1      l  Hcrodot,  lib.  1.  cap.  67. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


**• 


NOTES; 


According  to  Thncydides  this  city  did  not  form  one  c6ntiM*4 
whole,  like  thtt  of  Athens,  bat  was  divided  into  towns  or  ham~ 
lets,  m  were  the  ancient  cities  of  Greece  u. 

Rightly  to  underftand  this  paflage  we  draft  recoiled  that  the 
aorlieft  inhabitants  of  Greece  firft  fettled  in  towns  without  wails, 
and  that,  in  the  fequcl,  they  united  a  number  of  thefe  towns  by 
•ne  common  epclofure.  Of  this  we  have  numerous  examples.  Te- 
gea  was  compofed  of  nine  fuch  hamlets  *9  Mantinea  of  soar  of 
tve*,  Patrse  of  feven,  Dyme  of  eight*,  &c. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  towns,  When  thus  united,  did  not  inter- 
jingle  wkh  each  other  :  they  dwelt  in  different  quarters,  and 
formed  different  tribes  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  lane  name 
signified  the  tribe  and  the  quarter  in  which  it  was  fituatcd.  My 
proofs  for  Lacedaemon  in  particular  are  as  follow : 

Cynofura,  fays  Hefychius,  is  a  tribe  of  Leconia*;  it  is  a  place 
in  Laconia,  fays  the  fcholiaft  on  Callimachus b,  Accordipg  to 
Suidas,  Mefiba  was  a  place  c  j  according  to  Stephen  of  Byzan- 
tium, it  was  a  place  and  a  tribe  of  Laconia  «*.  According  to  Stra- 
bo%  whofe  text  has  been  happily  reftored  by  Salmafius  *,  Meffoa 
made  n  part  of  Lacedsamon  \  and  laftly,  Pitane  is  fomctimes  caW 
led  a  tribe  *  and  (bmctiraes  a  town  h. 

We  flow  eafily  underftand  why  (bme  writers  fay  that  the  poet 
pieman  was  of  Meflba,  and  others  that  he  was  of  Lacedasmoa i  j 
we  alfo  conceive  why  a  Spartan  named  Thrafybolua,  having  been 
killed  in  a  battle,  Plutarch  does  not  fay  that  he  was  brought  home 
on  his  buckler  to  Lacedaemon,  but  to  Pttanek9  becanfe  he  was  of 
that  borough,  and  was  there  to  be  buried. 

We  have  feen,  in  a  preceding  note,  that  the  Spartans  were  dU 
vided  into  five  tribes  j  their  capital  mull  then  have  been  compofed 
of  five  hamlets  j  it  therefore  only  remains  for  me  to  juftify  the 
pofition  I  have  efligned  to  each -in  my  plan* 


■  Thucyd.  lib.  I.  cap.  10. 

x  Paufan.  lib.  8.  cap.  45.  p.  6ft. 

y  Xenoph.  Hift.  Grxc.  lib.  5.  p. 
55  a.  Ephor.  ap.  Harpocr.  in  Mmtrt*. 
Diod.  Sic.  lib.  15.  p.  33 1. 

*  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  337. 

*  Hefych.  in  Ki»«. 

t>  Hjmn.  in  Dian.  ▼.  94* 
c  Smd.  in  Mirr. 


d  Steph.  in  Mot. 

e  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  564.  Cafe*, 
ibid. 

f  fa  Plioian.  Eiercit.  p.  815. 

S  Hcfych.  in  n*r«». 

h  Schol.  Thncyd.  Kb.  I.  cap.  to. 

J  Salmaf.  ibid.  MeniC  MfcdL 
Lacon.  lib.  4.  cap;  i> 

*  Plat.  Apophtn.  Lacop.i.  ii.  f>us. 
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»w,  Hamlet  and  Tribe  op  the  Liwnatje.  Their  name  was 
derived  from  the  Greek  word  A^*rt,  which  fignifies  a  lake  or  marfh. 
According  to  Strabo,  the  fuburb  of  Sparta  was  called  the  marfhes, 
feecaufe  that  place  had  formerly  been  a  morafs  \  But  the  fuburb 
of  Sparta  muft  have  been  to  the  northward  of  the  city,  becauie 
travellers  mod  frequently  entered  it  on  that  fide. 

idly,  Hamlet  and  Tmbe  of*  the  Ctnos&msans.  The  word  Cy- 
pofura  fignifies  the  tail  of  a  dog.  It  was  a  name  ufually  given  to 
promontories  or  mountains  which  had  that  form.  A  branch  of 
Mount  Taygetus,  of  this  figure,  extended  to  Sparta,  and  we  have 
Ibown  that  there  was  in  Laconia  a  place  called  Cynofura.  We 
are  therefore  authorifed  to  conje&ure  that  the  hamlet  which  bore 
this  name  was  near  that  branch  of  Mount  Taygetus. 

3<}ly,  Hami.it  amd  Tribe  of  the  Pitavatje.  Paufanias,  leaving 
the  forum,  takes  his  way  toward  the  wed,  paffes  before  the  thea- 
tre, and  afterward  comes  to  the  hall  in  which  the  Crotani,  who, 
tnade  a  part  of  the  Pitanatae,  aflembled  m.  This  hamlet  muft  then, 
be  placed  in  front  of  the  theatre,  the  pofition  of  which  is  known,* 
fince  veftiges  of  it  dill  remain.  This  is  confirmed  by  a  paffage  in 
Hefychius,  and  another  in  Herodotus,  which  (how  that  the  thea- 
tre was  in  the  hamlet  of  the  Pitanatte  »•  • 

4thly,  Hamlet  and  Teibe  of  the  Messoata.  From  the  ham-? 
let  of  the  Pitanatss,  Paufanias  proceeds  to  the  Plataniftas  o>  which 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  toWn  of  Therapne.  Near  the 
Plataniftas  he  finds  the  tomb  of  the  poet  Alcman  P,  who  being  of 
Mefiba,  muft  have  been  there  buried. 

5thlyy  Hamlet  and  Tribe  of  the  JEqw*.  Paufanias  next  con* 
duels  us  to  the  town  or  hamlet  of  the  Limnat®  \  which  we  have 
placed  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city.  On  his  way  he  finds  the 
tomb  of  <£geusf,  who  gave  his  name  to  the  tribe  of  the  JEgidse*. 

I  have  not  furrounded  all  thefe  hamlets  with  an  enclofore,  be* 
caufe,  in  the  times  of  which  I  treat,  Sparta  had  no  walls. 

The  temples  and  other  public  edifices  have  been  placed  nearly 
in  the  pofitions  afiigned  to  them  by  Paufanias.     In  this  particular 


1  Strab.  lib.  8.  p.  363. 
■  Paufori.  lib.  3.  cap.  14.  p.  140. 
*  Herodot.  lib.  6.  cap.  67,  Hcfycb. 
ID  TUrmmr* 
0  Paalan,  ibid  P.  S43. 


p  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p»  044. 

*  Id.  ibid.  cap.  16.  p.  448. 
r  Id.  ibid.  cap.  15.  p.  145. 

*  Herodot.  lib.  4.  cap.  14^ 
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•  rigorous  precrfion  cannot  be  expeded $  tflie  principal  objcft  wis 
to  give  a  general  idea  of  this  celebrated  city. 


CHAP.    XLIL— Pace  43  j. 

On  the  Manner  in  which  the  Spartans  treated  the  Helots* 

Tin  Lacedaemonians,  alarmed  at  the  lofs  of  Pylos,  which  had  been 
taken  from  them  by  the  Athenians,  refolved  to  fend  frefh  troops 
tor  Brafidas,  who  was  then  in  Thrace,  For  this  they  had  two  mo- 
tives) the  firft  to  continue  to  make  a  diverfion  which  might  draw 
the  arms  of  Athens  into  diftant  countries,  and  the  other  to  enlift, 
and  (end  away  for  Thrace,  a  body  of  thofe  Helots  whofe  youth  and 
valour  inceffantly  infpired  them  with  well-founded  fears.  Liberty 
was  therefore  promifed  to  thofe  among  them  who  fhould  be  found 
soft  to  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  preceding  wars.  A 
great  number  claimed  the  proffered  reward,  and  two  thoufand  were 
chofen  from  among  them,  with  whom  the  ftate  keptlts  word.  They 
were  crowned  with  flowers,  and  conduced  in  folemn  proceftion  to 
the  temples,  which  was  the  principal  ceremony  of  enfranchifement. 
A  most  time  after,  fays  'Thucydides,  they  all  difappeared,  and  no 
perfon  ever  knew  in  what  manner  they  were  thus,  to  a  man,  de- 
ffroyed*.  Plutarch,  who  has  copied  Thucydides,  remarks  alfo 
that  it  was  not  known  at  the  time,  nor  has  ever  yet  been  dis- 
covered, by  what  kind  of  death  tfrefe  two  thoufand  men  pertfh- 
edm. 

Laflly,  Diodorus  Siculus  anerts  that  their  mailers  received  or- 
ders  to  put  them  to  death  within  their  houfes  °.  But  how  could 
be  be  informed  of  a  circumftance  with  which  fuch  an  hiftorian  as 
Thucydides»  who  lived  at  the  time  when  this  barbarous  maffacre 
was  perpetrated,  was  unacquainted  ? 

Whatever  the  truth  may  be,  we  have  here  two  fafls  which 
ought  carefully  to  be  diftinguHhed,  becaufe  they  originate  from 
two  different  caufes  5  the  one  on  the  enfranchifement*  of  two  thou- 

1  Thucyd.  lib.  4.  cap.  80.  |      n  piod,  Sic.  lib.  x».  p.  II 7. 

»  Pla*  in  Lye.  t.  i,  p.  56,  | 
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fand  Helots,  and  the  otber  the  death  of  thefe  Helots.     Liberty 
was  certainly  granted  them  by  order  of  the  fenate  and  the  people  ; 
bat  it  is  alfo  certain  that  they  were  not  put  to  death  by  a  decree4 
ena&ed  by  the  fupreme  power.     No  nation  would  have  fan&ioned 
fo  black. an  ad  of  perfidy  ;  and,  in  this  particular  cafe,  it  is  ma- 
nifeft  that  the  affembly  of  the  Spartans  only  emancipated  thefe. . 
Helots  to  arm  and  fend  them  into  Thrace.     The  ephori,'  about  the 
fame  time,  fent  away  a  thoafand  other  Helots  to  the  army  of  Bra-' 
iidas  o.  As  thefe  detachments  fometimes  left  Sparta  in  the  night  p, 
the  people  might  fuppofe  that  the  two  thoufand  men,  who  had 
been  freed  from  fervitude,  had  been  fent  to  their  place  of  detona- 
tion, and  when  they  difcovered  their  miftake,    it  might  be  eafy  to 
perluade  them  that  the  magiftrates,  being  in  poffeflion  of  proofs 
that  they  had  confpired  againft  the  (late,  had  privately  put  them' 
to  death,  or  had  contented  themfelves  with  banifhing  them  from1 
the  territories  of  the  republic.     It  h  irapoffible  that  we  (hould 
now  be  able  fatisfadorily  to  elucidate  a  fad,  which,  in  the  time 
of  Thucydides,  was  enveloped  with  obfenrity  ;    it  is  fufficient  that 
I  have  mown,  that  this  crime  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  na- 
tion, but  rather  to  the  falfe  policy  of  the  ephori  then  in  office, 
who,  pofleffing  more  power  and  lefs  virtue  than  their  predecef- 
fors,  no  doubt  pretended  that  every  thing  is  lawful  when  the  fafe- 
ty  of  the  ftate  is  in  queftion  j  for  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  the 
principles  of  juftice  and  morality  were  then  beginning  to  be  cor- 
rupted. 

Other  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  Lacedaemonians  on  the  Helots  ' 
axe  alfo  related.  An  author,  named  Myron,  affirms  that,  inccf- 
fantly  to  remind  them  they  were  flaves,  they  annually  received  a 
number  of  dripes  with  a  whipq.  Now  there  were  perhaps  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  Helots  in  Laconia  and  Meffenia  j  let  any  one,  there- 
fore, reflect,  for  a  moment  on  the  abfurdity  of  this  project,  and  the 
difficulty  of  executing  it,  and  then  fay  what  credit  is  to  be  given 
to  this  tale.  The  fame  author  adds,  that  a  punifliment  was  inflict- 
ed on  thofe  mailers  who  did  not  mutilate .  fuch  of  their  Helots  as- 


°  W.  ibid.  I      q  Myr.  ap.  Athen.  lib.  14.  p.  657. 

P  Herodot.  lib.  9.  cap.  10.  I 
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were  born  with  a  ftrong  conflitution  of  body r.  But  cm  we  be- 
lieve that  all  thofc  Helots  who  were  enrolled  as  foldiers,  and  fev- 
cd  with  (b  much  diftin&ion  in  the  a/my,  were  maimed  and  crip- 
pies? 

It  happens  but  too  often  that  we  judge  of  the  manners  of  a  peo- 
ple from  particular  examples  which  hare  made  impreffiou  on  a 
traveller,  or  been  related  to  an  hiftorian.  When  Plutarch  tells 
us  that  the  Spartans,  to  infpire  their  children  with  an  averfkm  for 
drunkennefs,  brought  before  them  a  Helot  who  had  been  deprived 
of  his  reafon  by  wine  * ;  I  cannot  but  doubt  that  he  has  taken  a 
particular  cafe  for  a  general  rule  j  or  at  lead  that  be  has,  on  this 
occafion,  confounded  the  Helots  with  the  dome  ft  ic  (laves,  the  con* 
ditioa  of  whom  was  very  inferior  to  that  of  the  former.  But  I 
give  entire  credit  to  Plutarch,  when  he  afiures  us  that  the  Hc- 
l?ts  were  forbidden  to  fing  the  poetry  of  Alcman  and  Terpander  % 
becaufe  this  poetry  infpiring  the  love  of  glory  and  liberty,  it  was 
the  part  of  found  policy  to  forbid  its  recital  to  men  whole  courage 
there  was  fo  much  reafon  to  fear. 


CHAR    XLV.— Pace  453. 

On  tb§  Injlitution  of  the  Ephori. 

Tub  greater  part  of  authors  afcribe  the  inftitution  of  thefe  ma. 
giftrates  to  Theopompus,  who  reigned  about  a  century  after  Ly* 
curgus.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  Ariftotle*,  Plutarch  x,  Cicero r, 
Valerius  Maximus*,  and  Dion  Chryfoftom*.  To  this  lift  may 
be  added  Xenophon,  who  feems  to  attribute  the  origin  of  the  e- 
phori  to  the  principal  citizens  of  Lacedeemon  b  j  and  Eufebius,  who, 
in  his  Chronicle,  places  it  at  the  time  when  Theopompus  reign* 
edc. 


r  Id.  ibid.  Spanh,  in  Aruloph, 
Pint,  v.  4. 

s  Plot  in  Lycury.  t.  i.  p.  57.  Id. 
Inftit.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  139. 

1  Id  in  Lycurg.  ibid. 

u  De  Rep.  lib.  5.  cap*  II.  t.  ii.  p. 

z  fn  Lycorg.  t.  1.  f.  43,    Id.  ad 


Paine.  Inemd.  t.  ii.  p.  770, 

y  De  Leg.  lib.  3.  caji.  7.  t.  iii.  p, 
164. 

*  Lib.  4.  cap.  I.  eateni  No.  &. 

■  Orat.  56.  p.  565. 
.    b  De  Rep.  Laced,  p.  tfe. 

c  Eufeb.  Chroo.    lib.   a.    p.   IJt. 
Fierce,  Defeat  dc  la  QhronoL  p.  jjj. 
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two  other  tefHmonies  deferve  the  more  attention,  as  they  con* 
tain  tolerably  precife  dates.  According  te>  Plutarch,  king  Cleo- 
naenes  III.  thus  addrefled  the  general  affenbly  of  Lacedaemon : 
4<  Lycurgus  contented  himfelf  with  joining  in  authority  with  the 
"  two  kings  a  body  of  fenators.  During  a  long  time,  the  repub* 
**  lie  knew  no  other  magiftracy.  But  the  war  of  Meflenia  (in  the 
*•  time  of  Theopompus)  continuing  to  be  protracted,  the  kings 
14  thought  it  their  duty  to  confide  the  care  of  adminiftering  juftice 
€i  to  the  ephori,  who  at  fir  (I  were  only  their  officers.  But,  in  the 
cl  fequel,  the  fucceffors  of  thefe  magiftrates  ufurped  the  authors* 
<f  ty,  and  one  of  them,  named  'Afteropus,  rendered  them  inde* 
"  pendent  d." 

Plato  c  enumerates  three  caufes  which  at  Lacedaemon  hate  pre- 
vented the  royal  authority  from  becoming  defpotic.  The  two  laft 
are  thefe  :  •*  A  man  animated  with  a  divine  fpirit  (Lycurgus)  limit* 
*'  ed  the  power  of  the  kings  by  that  of  the  fenate  j  afterward  ano- 
*•  ther  faviour  happily  counterbalanced  the  authority  of  the  kings 
*  and  fenate  by  that/>f  the  ephori.*'  The  faviour  of  whom  Piatt) 
here  fpeaks  can  only  be  Theopompus. 

On  the  other  fide,  Herodotus1,  Plato  g,  and  an  ancient  au- 
thor, named  Satyrus  h,  confider  Lycurgus  as  the  inftitutor  of  the 
ephori. 

I  anfwer,  that,  according  to  Heraclides  of  Pontns,  who  lived 
foon  after  Plato,  fome  writers  attributed  to  Lycurgus  all  the  re- 
gulations relative  to  the  government  of  Lacedaemon '.  The  two 
paflages  of  Plato  which  I  have  cited  are  a  fufEcient  example  of 
this.  In  his  eighth  letter k,  he  advances  in  general  that  Lycur- 
gus inftituted  the  fenators  and  the  ephori,  while,  in  his  treatife 
on  laws  \  where  he  has  more  c  ire  una  flan  tiaily  related  the  faft,  he 
afcribes  to  thefe  two  todies  of  magiftrates  two  different  origins. 

The  authority  of  Satyrus  would  have  no  weight  with  me,  if  it 
were  not  corroborated  by  that  of  Herodotus.     I  mall  not  fay  with 


4  Plut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  808. 

c  De  Leg.  lib.  3.  t.ii.  p.  691. 

f  Lib.  1.  cap.  65. 

*  Epift.  g.  t.  Hi.  p.  354. 

h  Diogen.  Licit,  lib.  1.  §  68. 


i  Heraclid.  de  Polit.  in  Antiq.  Gnec. 
.  vi.  p.  38*3. 
*  Plat,  epift.  8.  t.  iii.  p.  354. 
1  Plat  t.ii.  p.  6a  1. 
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Maffhaof01,  that  the  word  epbori  hat  crept  into  the  text  «f  toe 
latter  author  j  but  I  (hall  fay  that  his  teftimony  may  be  reconcikd 
with  the  accounts  given  by  other  writers  u. 

It  appears  that  the  office  of  the  ephori  was  a  magiftracy  that  had 
long  been  known  to  federal  of  the  ftates  of  Peloponnefus,  and,  among 
others,  to  the  Meftcnians  °.  "  It  muft  have  been  fo  like  wife  to  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Laconia,  fince  the  ephori  raifed  the  .people 
againft  Lycurgus  on  account  of  his  new  laws  p.  Befides,  Lycur- 
,gipthad  income  meafure  modelled  the  con  fti  tut  ion  of  /Sparta  after 
that  of  Cr,eje^  and  the  Cretans  had  certain  principal  magiftrates 
•whO}Wjese  named  Cofim,  and  whom  Ariftotle  compares  to  the  e- 
phori  of  Lacedaemon  q.  In  fine,  the  greater  part  of  the  authors  I 
have  cited  do  not  fpeak  of  the  office  of  the  ephori^as  a  magiftracy 
newly  inftituted  by  Theopompus  j  but  as  a  curb  by  which  that 
prince  checked  the  power  of  the  kings.  It  is  therefore  extreme- 
ly probable  that  Lycurgus  left  the  ephori,  who  were  inftituted 
before  his  time,  iu  poffeflion  of  feverai  of  their  functions  >  and 
that  Theopompus  granted  them  prerogatives  which  afterwards 
caufed  the  government  to  incline  toward  an  oligarchy. 


CHAP,   XLVI Page  470. 

On  the  Livifion  of  Lands  made  by  Lycurgus*, 

Plutarch  mentions  three  opinions  concerning  this  divifion.  Ac- 
cording to  the  fir  ft,  Lycurgus  divided  all  the  eftates  of  Laconia 
into  thirty  thou  fa nd  portions,  of  which  nine  thoufand  were  given 
to  the  .inhabitants  of  Sparta.  According  to  the  fecond,  he  only 
bellowed  on  the  Spartans  fix  thoufand  portions,  to  which  king 
Polvdorus,  who  fome  time  after  terminated  the  fir  ft  war  of  Meffe- 
nia,  added  three  thoufand  others.-  According  to  the  third  opi- 
nion, the  Spartans  received  the  one  half  of  thefe  nine  thoufand 
portions  from  Lycurgus,  and  the  other  half  from  Polydorus  r. 


m  Chron.  Egypt,  p.  509. 
n   Frer.  Dcfcnf.  de  la  Chronol.  p. 
370. 

•  Polyb.  lib.  4.  p.  a  73. 

*  Plut.  Apopb,  Lacon.  t. «.  p.  aft7- 

I 


q  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  a.  cap.  ia 
t.  ii.  p.  33*.  #    *       . 

r  Plat.  Apophth.  Lacon.  tlf 
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I  hare  followed  the  fir  ft  of  tfafcfe  opinions,  becaufe  Plutarch, 
*rho  had  it  in  his  power  to  confult  many  works  which  are  now  loft, 
feems  to  have  given  it  the  preference.  I  do  not,  however,  abfo- 
lutely  rejedfc  the  others.  It  appears  in  fa&,  that,  in  the  time  of 
Polydorus,  an  increafe  took  place  in  the  portions  allotted  to  the 
Spartans.  A  fragment  of  the  poems  of  Tyrt«us  informs  us  that 
the  people  of  Sparta  then  demanded  a  new  divifion  of  the  lands  '* 
It  is  alfo  related,  that  Polydorus  faid,  when  he  fet  out  for  MefTe- 
nia,  that  he  was  going  to  a  country  which  had  not  yet  been  di- 
vided c.  In  fine,  the  conqueft  of  Me  {Tenia  mud  have  introduced 
an  augmentation  of  fortune  among  the  Spartans* 

The  etaov  nation  of  this  que  (lion  would  lead  me  into  difcuflions 
equally  prolix  and  ufelefs  }  I  (hall  therefore  proceed  to  make 
fome  obfervations  on  two  inadvertencies  which  appear  to  have 
efcaped  two  men,  who  have  each  done  honour  to  their  age  and 
nation. 

Ariftotle  fays  that  the  legiflator  of  Lacedsemon  afted  wifely 
when  he  forbade  the  Spartans  to  fell  their  portions ;  but  that  he 
ought  not  to  have  permitted  them  to  make  a  donation  of  them 
during  their  lifetime,  or  to  bequeath  them  by  will  to  whom  they 
pleafed  u.  I  do  not  believe  that  Lycurgus  ever  granted  them  this 
perraiflion.  It  was  the  ephorus  Epitades,  who,  to  deprive  his  fon 
of  his  inheritance,  caufed  the  decree  to  be  pafled  which  has  given 
occafion  to  the  cenfure  of  Ariftotle  x  \  a  cenfure  the  more  extra- 
ordinary, as  that  philofopher  wrote  only  a  fhort  time  after  the 
death  of  Epitades. 

Solon  had  permitted  a  brother  to  marry  his  lifter  by  the  father's 
fide," but  not  his  uterine  fitter.  M.  de  Montefquieu  has  fatisfadto- 
rily  proved  that  Solon  intended  by  this  law  to  prevent  a  hufband 
and  wife  from  uniting  in  themfelves  two  inheritances  y,  which 
might  happen  if  a  brother  and  lifter  by  the  fame  mother  (hould 
intermarry  y  becaufe.  the  one  might  fucceed  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  huihand  of  the  mother,  and  the  other  to  that  of  the  fecond 
nuibaad.     M.  de  Montefquieu  obferves  that  this  law  was  con* 

*  Ariftot.  dc  Rep.  1.  5,  c.  8,  p.  396.     1      x  P  ut.  in  Agid.  t.  i.  p.  797 

*  PJut.  Apopth.  Lacon.  t.  ii.  p.  ajx.  |      y  Jilprit.  des  Lo.s,  liv.  5.  chap.  5. 
u  Ariftowdc  Rpp.  I.  2.  c.  9.  p.  339. 
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fbrmable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Grecian  republics,  and  mentiom  c 
pafiage  of  Philo,  who  fays  that  Lycurgus  permitted  the  marmot 
of  children  by  the  fame  mother  ».  To  refolve  this  difficulty,  M. 
de  Montefquieu  anfwers,  that,  according  to  Strabo*,  when,  at 
Lacedatmon,  a  fifter  married  her  brother,  (he  brought  him  as  a 
marriage  portion  the  half  of  the  inheritance  to  which  the  brother 
fuccecded.  But  Strabo,  in  this  place,  fpeaks,  after  the  hiftorian 
Ephorus,  of  the  laws  of  Crete,  and  not  of  thofe  of  Lacedsemonfe 
and  though  he  acknowledges,  with  that  hiftorian,  that  the  latter 
are  in  part  derived  from  thofe  of  MinOs,  it  does  not  follow  that 
Lycurgus  adopted  that  of  which  we  now  fpeak.  I  will  farther 
affirm,  that  he  could  not,  in  his  fyftem,  aflign  as  a  marriage  por- 
tion to  the  fifter,  the  half  of  the  inheritance  of  the  brother,  fince 
he  had  forbidden  all  marriage  portions. 

Even  fuppofing  that  the  law  mentioned  by  Strabo  was  adopted 
at  Lace  daemon,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  applied  to  the  paflage  ia 
Philo.  The  author  fays,  that,  at  Lacedsemori,  it  was  permitted 
to  marry  the  filter  by  the  mother's  fide,  but  not  the  fifter  by  the 
father's  fide  j  which  M.  de  Montefquieu  explains  thus :  "  To  pre- 
"  vent  the  property  of  the  family  of  the  fifter  from  palling  into 
"  that  of  the  brother,  one  half  of  the  property  of  the  brother  was 
"  given  as  a  marriage  portion  to  the  fifter." 

This  explanation  fuppofes  two  things :  ift,  That  a  marriage 
portion  muft  neceflarily  be  given  to  the  daughter,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  Lacedseroon  j  adly,  That  this  fifter  renounced 
the  inheritance  of  her  father  to  (hare  that  her  brother  had  received 
from  his.  To  which  I  anfwer,that  if  the  fifter  was  an  only  daughter, 
(he  muft  fucceed  to  the  pofleflioot  of  her  father,  and  could  not  re- 
nounce them $  if  (he  had  a  brother  by  the  fame  bed,  he  muft  in- 
herit j  and  that,  by  marrying  a  brother  by  another  bed,  there  was 
no  danger  of  accumulating  two  inheritances. 

If  the  law  mentioned  by  Philo  was  founded  on  the  divifion  of 
poffeffions,  to  explain  it  in  part  will  not  be  difficult;  as,  for  in- 
ftance,  a  mother  who  had  by  a  former  huihand  an  only  daughter, 
and  by  a  fecond  hufband  feveral  fons,  might,  no  doubt,  marry  that 

a  PhiL  dc  Spec.  Ju<L  p.  779*  *  Sttab.  lib.  xo.  p.  48ft* 
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daughter  to  one  of  the  younger  fons  by  the  fecond  marriage,  bis 
cavfe  that  fon  bad  flo  portion*  In  this  fenfe,  a  Spartan  might 
marry  his  uterine  filler.  If  this  it  as  what  Philo  intended  to  fay, 
I  can  eafily  underftand  him }  but  when  he  adds,  that  it  was  not 
permitted  to  marry  a  fitter  by  the  father's  fide,  I  can  no  long** 
underftand  him,  becaufe  I  can  fee  no  reafon,  derived  from  the  di- 
vifioa  of  pofleflions,  why  thefe  kind  of  marriages  (hould  have  been 
forbidden. 


CHAP.  XLVII.— Page  485. 

On  the  Cryptia. 

I  hk&x  fpeak  of  the  cryptia,  which  is  commonly  rendered  by  the 
word  ambufcade,  and  almoft  always  confounded  with  the  chafe  of 
the  Helots. 

According  to  Heraclidas  of  Pontus,  who  lived  a  fhort  time  be- 
fore, I  fuppofe  Anacharfis  to.  have  travelled  in  Greece,  and  to 
Plutarch,  who  did  not  live  till  long  after,  the  youth  of  Lacedas* 
mon  were  ordered  from  time  to  time  to  range  over  the  country, 
armed  with  poniards,  and,  concealing  themfelves  during  the  day 
in  fecret  places,  to  fally  forth  at  night,  and  murder  fuch  of  the 
Helots  as  they  might  find  in  their  way  b. 

Let  us  add  to  thefe  two  tefti monies'  that  of  Ariftotle,  who*  in  a 
pafiage  preferved  by  Plutarch,  tells  us  that  the  ephori,  when  they 
entered  00  office,  declared  war  againft  the  Helots,  that  they 
might  be  murdered  with  impunity  c.  There  is  no  proof  that  this 
decree  was  authorifed  by  the  laws  of  Lycurgus,  but  every  thing 
tends  to  convince  us  that  it  was  accompanied  by  correctives $  for 
the  republic  could  never  declare  an  effective  and  conftant  war 
againft  men  who  alone  cultivated  and  farmed  the  lands,  who  fcrv- 
ed  in  the  armies,  and  on  board  the  fleets,  and  who  were  often  ad- 
mitted into  the  number  of  citizens.  The  decree  of  the  ephori 
could  then  have  no  other  view  than  to  exempt  from  puniihment    ' 

b  Heracl.  dc  Polit.  in  Antiq.  Grsc  I  p.  56. 
t.  vi.  p.  ittz*    Plat,  an  Lycurg,  t.  i.  |      c  Flut.  ibid,  p-  37* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9 


tflp  .WO    T  'E  *5. 

the  Spartan  who  would  have  the  misfortune  to  kill  a  Helot*  Bat 
becaufe  a  man  has  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  another,  it 
does  not  follow  that  he  always  makes  ufe  of  that  power. 

Let  us  now  examine,  ift,  What  was  the  objed  of  the  cryptia; 
odly,  Whether  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  iaiUtuted  the  chafe  of  the 
Helots. 

4  ill,.  Plato  recommends d,  that,  in  a  well  governed  Hate,  the 
youth,  as  foon  as  they  were  of  fufficient  age,  fhould,  during  two 
years,  range  the  country  with  arms  in  their  hands,  braving  the 
'rigours  of  fumrner  and  winter,  leading  a  hardy  life,  and  fubjefted 
to  a  ftrict  difcipHne.  Whatever  name,  adds  he,  we  give  to  thefe 
youth,  whether  crypti  or  agronomi,  that  is,  infpeftors  of  the  fields, 
they  will  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  learn  to  defend 
it.  As  the  cryptia  was  only  pra&ifed  among  the  Spartans,  it  is 
evident  that  Plato  has  here  defcribed  the  nature  of  it;  and  of  this 
the  following  pafiage  will  no  longer  permit  us  to  doubt :  it  is 
from  the  fame  treatife  as  the  preceding  e«  A  Lacedaemonian, 
whom  Plato  introduces  into  his  dialogue,  expreffes  himfelf  in 
thefe  words  :  "  We  have  an  exercife,  named  cryptia,  which  is  of 
"  wonderful  ufe  to  familiarife  us  to  hardihip.  We  are  obliged 
"  to  march,  in  winter,  bare -footed,  to  fleep  without  covering,  to 
**  ferve  ourfelves  without  the  afliflance  of  flives,  and  rapidly  to 
-"  traverfe  the  whole  country  both  by  night  and  day." 

The  correfpondence  between  thefe  two  paflages  is  manifeft. 
-They  defcribe  veiy  explicitly  the  object  of  the  cryptia  j  and  it 
ought  to  be  obferved  that  in  them  not  a  word  is  faid  of  the  chafe 
of  the  Helots,  which  alfo  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  works 
that  dill  remain  of  Ariftotle,  nor  in  th'ofe  of  Thucydides,  Xeno- 
phon,  Ifocrates,  and  many  other  writers  of  the  fame  age,  though 
they  frequently  fpeak  of  the  revolts  and  defertions  of  the  Helots, 
and  cenfure,  in  more  than  one  paflage,  the  laws-  of  Lycurgus,  and 
the  cuftoms  of  the  Lacedaemonians.  I  the  more  in 6ft  on  this  ne- 
gative proof,  as  fome  of  thefe  authors  were  Athenians,  and  lived 
in  a  republic  which  treated  Haves  with  the  greateft  humanity.  I 
think  I  may  conclude  from  thefe  remarks,  that,  until  about  the 


'  Plat  dc  Leg.  lib.  1. 1.  ii.  p.  763.      %    c  Id.  ibid.  lib.  1.  p.  633, 
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time  ;when  Plato  wrote  his  treatife  on  laws,  the  cryptia  was  not 
employed  to  ihed  the  blood  of  the  Helots. 

This  was  an  expedition  in  which  the  youth  of  Lacedsemon  ac- 
cuftomcd  themfelves  to  military  operations,  ranged  through  the 
country,  concealed  themfelves  in  ambufcsde,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  as  if  an  enemy  were  near,  and  leaving  the  place  of  their 
retreat  during  (tke  night,  repulfed  thofe  Helots  whom  they  found 
in  their  way.  I  think  it  probable  that,  a  (hort  time  after  the 
death  of  Plate,  the  laws  having  loft  their  force,  the  Spartan  youth 
killed  thofe  Helots  who  made  too  much  refiftance,  and  perhaps 
gave  occafion  to  the  decree  of  the  ephori  which  I  have  mentioned 
above.  The  abufe  increafing  from  day  to  day,  the  cryptia  was  at 
length  confounded  with  the  chafe  of  the  Helots. 

2dly,  Let  us  now  examine  whether  this  chafe  was  inftituted  by 
Lycurgus. 

Heraclides  of  Pontus  contents  himfelf  with  faying  that  it  was 
attributed  to  that  legiflator  j  but  this  is  only  a  conjecture,  trans- 
mitted to  us  by  that  author,  who  was  pofterior  to  Plato.  Nor 
does  the  following  paffage  merit  more  attention.  According  to 
Plutarch  f,  Ariftotle  attributed  the  inftitution  of  the  cryptia  to 
Lycurgus  j  and  as  the  hiftorian,  following  the  error  of  his  time, 
confounds,  in  this  place,  the  cryptia  with  the  chafe  of  the  Helots, 
we  have  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  Ariftotle  confounded  them  alfo  $  but 
this  would  be  only  a  preemption.  We  are  ignorant  whether  Ari- 
ftotle, in  the  paffage  in  queftion,  explained  the  functions  of  the 
crypti,  and  it  appears  that  Plutarch  has  only  cited  to  refute  him  ; 
for  he  fays,  fome  lines  after  *,  that  the  orign  of  the  cryptia,  fuch 
as  he  himfelf  conceived  it,  muft  have  been  pofterior  to  the  laws,  of 
Lycurgus.  Plutarch  is  not  always  accurate  in  his  details  of  fads, 
and  I  could  prove  that,  on  this  occafion;  his  memory  hat  more 
than  once  milled  him.  Thefe  are  all  the  authorities  to  which  I  had 
to  anfwer. 

By  carefully  diftinguifhing  the  times,  every  thing  may  be  eafily 
reconciled.  According  to  Ariftotle  the  cryptia  was  inftituted  by 
Lycurgus.  Plato  explains  its  object,  and  believes  it  to  be  ex. 
tremely  ufeful.     When  the  manners  of  Sparta  became  corrupted, 


f  Plut.  in  Lycurg.  t.  i.  p.  jf.  g  Id.  ibid,  p-  J7» 
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the  youth  of  Laeedaemon,  we  are  told,  abufed  this  exercife  to  per- 
petrate horrid  cruelties.  I  am  fo  ht  from  juftifying  thefe,  that  f 
fufpecr  the  accounts  we  have  received  of  thtm  to  be  exaggerat- 
ed. Who  has  told  us  that  the  Helots  had  no  means  of  defending 
themfelves  from  thefe  attacks  ?  ift,  The  tane  of  the  cryptia 
was  perhaps  fixed,  idly,  Jt  mutt  have  been  diffictlt  for  the  youth  of 
Lacedacmon  to  difperfe  themfelves,  without  being  perceived,  over 
«  country  full  of  Helots,  to  whom  it  was  of  fo  flitch  importance 
to  watch  their  motions.  $A\f,  It  is  alfo  not  improbable  that  the 
Individuals  of  Sparta,  who  derived  their  fubfiftance  from  the  pro4 
duce  of  their  lands,  would  inform  the  Helbts,  their  farmers,  of 
the  danger  by  which  they  were  threatened.  In  all  thefe  cafes  the 
Helots  had  only  to  fuffer  the  youth  to  make  their  excurfion,  and 
remain  (hut  u^  in  their  houfes  during  the  night. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  juftify,  in  this  note,  the  account  I 
have  given  of  the  cryptia  in  the  body  of  the  work.  I  have  alfo 
thought  that  it  was  by  no  means  neceffary  to  reprefent  men  as 
more  wicked  than  they  are,  ot  to  afiert,  without  proof,  that  a 
wife  legiflatof  had  commanded  the  perpetration  of  cruelties. 


SAME   CHAP.— Pagx  486. 
On  the  Gboict  of  a  Wife  among  the  Spartan*. 

Authors  differ  concerning  the  cuftoms  of  the  ftates  of  Greece, 
becaufe  thefe  cuftoms  have  varied  at  different  times*  It  appears 
that  at  Sparta  marriages  were  contracted  at  the  ehoice  of  the 
young  couples,  or  that  of  their  parents*  I  (hall  adduce  as  a  proof 
the  example  of  Lyfander,  who,  before  his  death,  had  affianced 
his  two  daughters  to  two  citizens  of  Lecedasmon  K  I  (hall  alfo 
cite  the  law  which  authorifed  the  profecution  of  any  perfon  who  had 
contracted  an  improper  marriage  '.  Q\\  the  other  hand,  an  ancient 
author,  named  Hermippus  k,  relates,  that  at  Lacediemon  the  girls 
who  Were  td  be  married  were  (hut  up  in  a  dark  place,  and  tnat 


*  Plut  in -yfend.  t.i.p.  4jl.  I      h  Hetttotp.  ap.  Atfxen.  lib*  i>  i> 
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each  young  man  took  by  chance  ier  he  was  to  marry.  To  recon- 
cile thefe  different  accounts,  we  may  conjecture  that  Lycurgus 
had  in  fa&  inftituted  the  law  mettioned  by  Hermippus,  but  that 
it  afterwards  fell  into  difufe.  Pljto  has,  in  fome  manner,  adopted 
it  in  his  republic1. 


SAME    CHAP— Page  486. 

At  what  Age  the  Laadamonians  married. 

The  Greeks  early  knew  the  danger  of  premature  marriages.  He- 
fiod  m  fays  that  the  age  of  the  mm  fhould  not  be  too  much  un« 
der  thirty  j  as  to  that  of  the  woman,  though  the  text  is  not  clear, 
he  feems  to  fix  it  at  fifteen.  Piatt,  ip  his  republic  n,  requires  that 
the  men  fhould  not  marry  till  the  %ge  of  thirty,  and  fixes  that  of 
the  women  at  twenty.  According  to  Ariftotle  °,  the  men  fhould 
be  about  thirty-feven,  and  the  women  about  eighteen.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  ufual  age  at  Sparta  was  thirty  years  for  the  men, 
and  twenty  for  the  women.  This  conjecture  is  fupported  by  two 
reafons  :  J  ft,  It  is  the  age  prescribed  by  Plato,  who  has  frequently 
copied  the  laws  of  Lycurgus.  2dly,  The  Spartans  had  not  a 
right  to  vote  in  the  general  aflembly  till  the  age  of  thirty  p9 
which  feems  to  fuppof*  that  before  that  time  they  could  not  be 
confidered  as  heads  of  families. 


1  Plat,  de  Rep.  lib.  5.  t.  ii.  p.  460.    |      o  Ariftot.  de  Rep.  lib.  7.  cap.  1 6. 

n  Hcfiod.  Oper.  «  Dici,  ▼.  695.      I  t.  ii.  p.  446. 

*  Plat,  de  Rep.  ibid,  |     p  Lib.  Argum,  Declam.  44.    p.  $j| 
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